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Foreword 

Adolescent pregnancy and childbearing are matters of substantial na
tional concern. Even the analysis and description of these phenomena, 
much less prescriptions for altering present trends, are highly controver
sial. And it is all too easy to avoid or to deal only obliquely with issues that 
arouse so many deep-seated emotions and convictions. There is, nonethe
less, broad agreement that the personal and public costs resulting from 
unintended pregnancies and untimely birth are far too high to counte
nance an indifferent response. Discontinued educations, reduced employ
ment opportunities, unstable marriages (if they occur at all), low incomes, 
and heightened health and developmental risks to the children of adoles
cent mothers are a few of the most obvious and immediate personal costs. 
Sustained poverty, frustration, and hopelessness are all too often the long
term outcomes. Furthermore, the welfare, Medicaid, and Food Stamp 
program costs in 1985 for families begun by a birth to a teenager reached 
$16.65 billion. 

Programs and services to prevent pregnancy and improve the life 
chances of teenage parents and their children have appeared in increasing 
number since the mid-1970s, frequently stirring up powerful or vocal 
advocates and opponents. An ever more impassioned debate has drawn 
public, private, voluntary, and philanthropic organizations into a continu
ing pursuit for "solutions" to the perceived problems. Yet, after more 
than a decade of experience, there seemed to many observers an imbalance 
in emphasis between what people believed and what policy makers, 
professionals, and society in general knew about the impacts and cost
effectiveness of alternative prevention and amelioration strategies in light 

vii 
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viii FOREWORD 

of better scientific knowledge about early sexual and fertility behavior. 
There seemed to be distressingly little discussion about how various 
interventions work, for whom, under what circumstances, and with 
what intended and unintended effects. And what were the most promis
ing directions for future policy and program development? 

In 1983, at the urging of several of its members, the Committee on 
Child Development Research and Public Policy within the National 
Research Council proposed the establishment of a study panel to conduct 
a broad and dispassionate review of relevant research and program experi
ence and to recommend approaches for policy formulation, program 
design, research, and evaluation. In 1984, with generous support from 
five foundations-the Rockefeller Foundation, the Ford Foundation, the 
W illiam and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation, and the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation-the Panel on 
Adolescent Pregnancy and Childbearing began its study. Over a two-year 
period, this broadly interdisciplinary 15-person panel and its staff and 
consultants undertook three major tasks: (1) to assemble, integrate, and 
assess data on trends in teenage sexual and fertility behavior; (2) to review 
and synthesize research on the antecedents and consequences of early 
pregnancy and childbearing; and (3) to review alternative preventive and 
ameliorative policies and programs. 

In meeting its charge, the panel developed two volumes. Volume I 
presents the panel's findings, conclusions, and recommendations. De
tailed background reviews of existing research on factors affecting the 
initiation of sexual intercourse, contraceptive use, pregnancy and preg
nancy resolution, and the consequences of teenage pregnancy, childbear
ing, and parenting for y oung mothers, fathers, and their children, as well 
as the costs and effects of policies and programs, constitute Volume II. 
Also included in Volume II is a comprehensive statistical appendix present
ing data from a variety of sources on trends in teenage sexual and fertility 
behavior. Throughout Volume I the panel refers to the papers and the 
statistical appendix in Volume II to support its deliberations. The panel 
based its study on both existing information and new analyses of existing 
data. These sources were supplemented by workshops and individual 
discussions with many federal, state, and local policy makers, program 
designers, service providers, and evaluators, as well as site visits to a 
variety of programs across the nation. In accordance with institutional 
policy, this report has been extensively and thoroughly reviewed by indi
viduals other than members of the study panel. 
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FOREWORD ix 

In recent years, many other individuals and groups representing an 
array of moral, philosophical, and political perspectives have addressed the 
complex and controversial issues surrounding adolescent pregnancy. 
Many have developed recommendations and guidelines for policy makers, 
service providers, parents, and adolescents themselves. This report is one 
step in a continuing process of inquiry, review, and synthesis. As a 
scientific body, the Panel on Adolescent Pregnancy and Childbearing 
sought to clarify the issues, sharpen awareness of crucial decision points, 
and define the limits of existing knowledge. Although science cannot 
resolve issues that are inextricably bound to differences in human values, it 
can illuminate the trade-offs among different political and ideological 
positions, and we believe this report will inform the continuing public 
debate. 

On behalf of the members of the parent Committee on Child Develop
ment Research and Public Policy, I would like to acknowledge the special 
contribution of Daniel D. Federman, who served as panel chair. His 
commitment of time, energy, and intellectual resources over the past two 
years has been extraordinary. In large part, the success of this study is due 
to his exquisite leadership. Acknowledgment is also due to the other 
members of the Panel on Adolescent Pregnancy and Childbearing. All 
gave generously of their time and knowledge throughout the study. As a 
diverse group of individuals, they are to be commended for producing a 
unanimous report on a topic that inevitably raises public controversy and 
stirs personal convictions. 

The members of the panel join the committee in extending our great 
appreciation to the staff of the study. Cheryl D. Hayes, the study director 
for the panel as well as the parent committee, once again demonstrated the 
enormous energy, outstanding thoroughness, and great skill for which she 
is well known to many of us. Special thanks go also to Celia Shapiro, staff 
assistant to the committee and the panel, for her tireless attention to 
administrative detail throughout the study and for her patience and persis
tence in assembling the references for the two volumes. We gratefully 
acknowledge the significant contribution of Sandra L. Hofferth of the 
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, who au
thored many of the research reviews that informed the panel's delibera
tions and coedited Volume II of the report. The efforts of Dee Ann Wenk 

. of the University of Kentucky, who served as statistical consultant and 
worked with members of the panel and the staff in compiling the data and 
preparing the numerous tables and figures that appear in the report and the 
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statistical appendix, are also gratefully acknowledged. Margaret A. Ens
minger and Donna M. Strobino, both of Johns Hopkins University, 
served as consultants and authored thoughtful background papers that are 
included in Volume II. Finally, Christine L. McShane, editor for the 
Commission on Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, edited the 
report with a critical eye and managed the final production of the volumes. 

The panel has also benefited from the contributions of several individ
uals who prepared special tabulations of existing data to help it address a 
number of difficult issues that remain unresolved in the available research. 
Special thanks are due Frank Mott of the Center for Human Resource 
Research at Ohio State University, W illiam Pratt, Marjorie Horn, Chris
tine Bachrach, and Stephanie Ventura of the National Center for Health 
Statistics, and Stanley Henshaw of the Alan Guttmacher Institute. Many 
other individuals played an important role in the panel's deliberations by 
providing information, critical analy sis, advice, and reviews of the draft 
report and the draft background papers. Their thoughtful comments and 
insights are reflected in the final manuscripts. 

Finally, this study would not have been possible without the generous 
support of our foundation sponsors. On behalf of the Committee on 
Child Development Research and Public Policy, I would like to extend 
special thanks to Mary Kritz of the Rockefeller Foundation, Prudence 
Brown of the Ford Foundation, Anne Firth Murray of the W illiam and 
Flora Hewlett Foundation, Paul Jellinek of the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation, and Marily n Steele of the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation. 
Their encouragement and advice greatly enhanced the study at every 
stage. 

WILLIAM A. MoRRILL, Chair 
Committee on Child Development 

Research and Public Policy 
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Preface 

No human experience is at once so transiently private and lastingly 
public as an unintended pregnancy. W hen the mother herself is a y oung 
adolescent, only partially educated and almost wholly economically de
pendent, the pregnancy is inevitably enmeshed in a ragged tapestry of 
personal, interpersonal, social, religious, ethical, and economic dimen
sions. The peculiarly human gap between reproductive maturation and 
social self-sufficiency sets the stage for the problem. Many factors beyond 
the control-even the ken-of the young people involved complicate the 
scene. At every point, external expectations batter on newly emerging 
drives, challenging young adolescents to balance immediate satisfaction 
and long-range consequences radically disproportionate from anything 
they have previously had to deal with. It is little wonder that in this very 
complicated arena research has been difficult and social consensus elusive. 

Our panel was convened to collect, review, and evaluate the data on 
trends in adolescent pregnancy and childbearing and on the antecedents 
and consequences of this phenomenon and to initiate proposals for the 
evolution of potentially helpful programs. We had the generous support 
of five foundations: the Ford Foundation, the Rockefeller Foundation, 
the W illiam and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation, and the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, all of which have 
demonstrated a long-standing interest in issues associated with adolescent 
pregnancy and childbearing. Many have made substantial investments in a 
growing body of relevant research and a lengthening list of targeted 
programs. Their interest in this study-and indeed, as a panel of scholars 
and experts, our interest in undertaking it-is a concern about the prob-

xi 
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xii PREFACE 

lems of early unintended pregnancy and parenting in our society and what 
is known about how to effectively address them. Our sponsors were 
models of what scholars hope for-generous, supportive, and never intru
sive. The project officers were consistently helpful, but at no time was any 
of our work constrained by the foundations nor beholden to them. The 
staff of the National Research Council was consistently supportive, and 
our study director, Cheryl Hayes, who also serves as executive officer of 
the parent Committee on Child Development Research and Public Policy, 
was at once a colleague, a paragon, and the principal drafter of the report. 

Few people can approach the problem of teenage pregnancy dispassion
ately. Becoming sexually active, using contraception, considering abor
tion or adoption-every step is invested with a panoply of moral and 
religious questions, and these decisions are often undertaken alone by a 
frightened and immature y oung woman who would be considered a child 
in nearly any other context. A consciousness of this poignance pervades 
our report, and deliberately so. The panel believes that at each step
however much one may wish for a different outcome of a prior decision
the potentially or actually pregnant teenager should be treated kindly and 
warmly and should have a complete set of options available without the 
interposition of moral hounding or economic barriers. 

In general, we believe preventive strategies should be given more public 
and private support than is now available. An international comparison 
study by the Alan Guttmacher Institute, of which the panel was benefi
ciary, provided valuable insight into the role of preventive services in 
countries of comparable levels of teenage sexual activity. 

Many social circumstances are closely related to the problem of teenage 
pregnancy and childbearing. Youth unemployment, poverty, poor educa
tion, single-parent families, television content-all these and more are 
accompaniments and very likely determinants of the high rates of adoles
cent pregnancy in the United States. The hope for a solution to the 
problem of teenage pregnancy is illusory without simultaneous ameliora
tion of some of these contributing factors. Pending such comprehensive 
change, the panel urges prevention rather than denial, kindness rather 
than exhortation, and research rather than doctrine. 

DANIEL D. FEDERMAN, Chair 
Panel on Adolescent 

Pregnancy and Childbearing 
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I .  SEXUAL ACTIVITY AMONG ADOLESCENTS 

Th is sect ion p resents informat ion on sexual act iv i ty among adoles
cents in the U ni ted State s .  Data are provided on sexual act iv i ty 
among never-ma r r ied teens and mar r ied teens before and afte r mar r iage . 
In most cases the des ignat ion of be ing sexually act ive pertains to men 
and women eve r having inte rcou rse . Data are also provided on f requency 
of sexual intercour se , numbe r of premar ital sexual partne r s ,  locat ion 
of f i r st inte rcou r se and othe r factors that may affect the t iming of 
f i rst sexual i ntercourse among adolescents , such as age at f ir st 
menstruation.  

The data came f rom three main sourc e s ,  the Nat ional Surveys of 
Young Women and Men (NSYW/M) , the National Long itud inal Surveys of 
Youth (NLS) , and the Nat ional Survey of Family Growth (NSFG ) . The 
1 9 7 9  NSYW/M are for u.s. metropol itan areas only . For th i s  reason the 
data in Table 1 . 2 f rom the 1 9 71 and the 1 9 7 6  NSYW/M and the 1 9 8 2  NSFG 
were adj u s ted to include metropol itan areas only , in order to present 
a comparable t ime ser i e s .  In subsequent tables for wh ich s imilar data 
f rom the 1 9 8 2  NSFG were not ava ilable , only data f rom the NSYW/M are 
p resented . Data on young men are only ava ilable in the NSYM and the 
NLS . 

The estimates of female sexual act ivity based on data f rom the NLS 
and the NSFG although generally cons istent , d iffer in three respec t s .  
F ir s t ,  the age categor ies for the NSFG a r e  mid-year ( i . e . , age 1 5  means 
1 5 . 5 years)  whereas for the NLS dat a ,  the age categories extend to the 
end of a spec i f ied age ( i . e . , age 15 means until the 1 6th b i rthday) . 
S econd , unless othe rwise noted data f rom the NLS include all women re
gardless of mar ital statu s .  Th i rd , H ispanic per sons in the NLS data 
may be of any race ( black or wh ite) ; in  the NSFG data , unless other
wi se noted black and white totals include H ispanic per sons . Th i s  means 
that the r ace and ethnic ity categor ies are not mutually exc lus ive . The 
NSYW/M do not include data on H ispan ics .  

A-9 I 3 61 



Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Risking the Future:  Adolescent Sexuality, Pregnancy, and Childbearing, Volume II Statistical Appendices only

A-1 0  I 3 6 2  

TABLE 1 . 1 Proport ion O f  Women Aged 1 5  T o  1 9  
Beg inning Menstruat ion At Spec i f ic Age s ,  B y  Race O f  
Women,  1 9 7 6  - 1 9 8 0 1  

Age at F irst 
Menst rual Cyc le 

8-10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
1 7+ 

Mean Age 

N = 

Propo r t ion of Women ,  

Total Wh ites 

5 . 1% 4 . 6% 
12 . 7  12 . 1  
2 9 . 4  2 9 . 6 
3 0 . 2  31 . 4  
13 . 1  1 2 . 9  

5 . 9 5 . 8  
2 . 9  2 . 9  
0 . 7  0 . 7  

10 0 . 0 1 00 . 0 

12 0 6 12 . 7  

2 , 121  1 , 767  

by Race 

B lack s  

7 . 6% 
1 7 . 6 
2 4 . 7  
2 5 . 8 
1 4 . 8  

9 . 5 

1 0 0 . 0  

12 . 5  

3 0 5  

Notes : None o f  the black-wh ite d if ferences in  age a t  
mena rche reac h  accepted leve ls of stat ist ical 
sign i f icanc e .  The total g roup includes 49  women of 
other r ace g roups . Where cell s i zes fel l  below 2 5 ,  
data are g rouped i n  categor ies . 

lData are der ived f rom women ' s responses to a 
quest ion in  the med ical interview, " How old were you 
when you r per iod or menstrual cycles started? Data 
we re coded in year s.  

Sou rc e : U npubli shed tabu lat ion f rom Ronette B r iefel , 
Nat ional Center for Health Stat i s t ic s ,  DHHS , Second 
Nat ional Health and Nut r it ion Examinat ion Survey , 
1 9 7 6  - 1 98 0 .  
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A-ll I 3 6 3  

TABLE 1• 1 

T able 1 . 1  shows the p ropo r t ion o f  women aged 1 5  to 1 9  ( stud ied 
between 1 9 7 6  and 1 9 8 0 )  by age at menarche and race . These data were 
t abu lated f rom the Second Natio nal Health and Nutr itio n  Survey . Over 
th ree quarte r s ,  7 7 . 4  pe rcent , of  all women began menst ruatio n  by age 
1 3 ,  9 6 . 4  percent o f  all women began menstruat io n  by age 1 5 .  The mean 
age at f i r st menst ruat io n  fo r all women was 12 . 6  year s ,  12 . 7  yea r s  fo r 
wh ite women and 1 2 . 5  year s  fo r black women .  The d ifference in  age a t  
f i r s t  menst ruatio n  between blac k  and wh ite women i s  no t sta t i s t ically 
sig n i f icant . 
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A-12 I 3 6 4  

TABLE 1 . 2  Pe rcent Never Mar r ied Women L iv ing I n  Metropolitan Areas 
Ever E xper ienc ing Sexual I ntercou r se ,  By Age 1 9 7 1  - 1 9 8 2  ( pe rcent who 
have had inte rcou rse) 

Race Pe rcent Chang e 
and Age 1 9 8 2  1 9 7 9  1 9 7 6  1 9 71 1 9 7 1- 8 2  

A ll Races* 

1 5-19  4 2 . 2  4 6 . 0  39 . 2  2 7 . 6  5 2 . 9  
15  1 7 . 8 2 2 . 5  1 8 . 6 14 . 4  2 3 . 6  
1 6  2 8 . 1  3 7 . 8 2 8 . 9  2 0 . 9  3 4 . 4  
1 7  4 1 . 0 4 8 . 5 4 2 . 9  2 6 . 1 5 7 . 0 
1 8  5 2 . 7  56 . 9  51 . 4  39 . 7  3 2 . 7  
1 9  61 . 7  6 9 . 0  5 9 . 5 4 6 . 4  3 3 . 0  

Wh ite 

15-19 4 0 . 3  4 2 . 3  33 . 6  2 3 . 2  7 3 . 7  
15  1 7 . 3  1 8 . 3  13 . 8  1 1 . 3  53 . 1  
16  2 6 . 9  3 5 . 4  23 . 7  1 7 . 0 58 . 0  
1 7  3 9 . 5 44 . 1  3 6 . 1 2 0 . 2  9 5 . 5 
18  4 8 . 6  5 2 . 6  4 6 . 0  3 5 . 6  3 6 . 5 
1 9  59 . 3  64 . 9  53 . 6  4 0 . 7  4 5 . 7 

B lac k 

15-1 9 52 . 9  64 . 8  64 . 3  5 2 . 4  1 . 0 
15  23 . 2  41 . 1  3 8 . 9 31 . 2  - 2 5 . 6 
1 6  3 6 . 3  50 . 4  5 5 . 1  4 4 . 4  -1 8 . 2  
17 4 6 . 7 73 . 3  71 . 0  5 8 . 9 - 2 0 . 7  
1 8  75 . 7  76 . 3  7 6 . 2  6 0 . 2  2 5 . 7  
1 9  7 8 . 0 8 8 . 5 83 . 9  7 8 . 3  . 4  

*Inc lude s races othe r than B lac k and Wh ite . 

Sources : Melvin Z elnik & John F .  Kantner , " S exual Act ivity , 
Cont racept ive U se amd Pregnancy Among Metropolitan-Area Teenagers : 
1 971-1 9 7 9 " , Family Plann ing Pe r spec tives , Vol .  1 2 , No . 5 ,  Sept/Oct 
1 9 8 0 .  Wil l i am Pratt , NCHS , Nat ional Su rvey o f  Family Growth ,  1 982 , 
Cycle I I I , unpubl ished tabulat ions , 1 9 8 4 . 
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TABLE 1 .2 

Table 1 . 2  shows the percent of never mar r ied women aged 1 5  to 1 9  
l iv ing i n  met ropol itan areas who had eve r exper ienced sexual inter
cou r se by 1 9 7 1 , 1 9 7 6 , 1 9 79 and 1 9 8 2 . For all 1 5- to 1 9-year-old metro
pol itan women ,  there wa s a 5 3  pe rcent inc rease i n  the pe rcent of 
sexually expe r ienced females between 1 971 and 1 9 8 2  due p r imar i ly to 
inc reases among wh ite s .  Overall , the pe rcent increase i n  the propor
t ion sexually exper ienced was the largest among 1 7-year o ld s .  There 
was a lso a substant ial increase i n  the proport ion of females aged 1 5  
and 1 6  who wer e  sexually exper ienced . 

A lthough the p ropo r t ion sexually act ive inc reased dur ing the 1 9 7 0 s ,  
between 1 9 7 9  and 1 9 8 2 , the re wa s a s l ight dec rease i n  the percent of 
metropol itan teenag e females exper ienc i ng intercou r se .  Of  women aged 
15 to 19 in 1 9 8 2 , about 4 2  percent had had i ntercou r se compared to 4 6  
pe rcent o f  women aged 1 5  to 1 9  i n  1 9 7 9 .  The dec l ine i n  the proport ion 
sexually act ive occu r red for 15- , 1 6- ,  1 7- ,  1 8- and 1 9-year-old female 
teenag e r s  reg a rdless of race . The dec l ine for wh ite teenag e r s  was 
sl ight , f rom 4 2 . 3 to 4 0 . 3  percent for 15- to 1 9-year-olds and i s  not 
stat ist ical ly s ig n if icant . The dec l ine for black teenag e r s  was muc h 
larg e r , f rom 6 4 . 8  to 5 2 . 9  percent for 15- to 1 9-year-old s .  From a 
stat i s t ical per spect ive this trend i s  on ly ma rg inally certa i n ,  and 
w il l  have to be mon itored to determine its s ig n i f icance . 

I t  i s  important to note that , wh ile more than 50  percent of 
females aged 18  to 19  in 1982  had exper ienced i ntercou r se , fewer than 
3 0  pe rcent of females aged 15 and 16 in 1 9 8 2  had done so. 
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TABLE 1 . 3  A l l  Women And Never-Mar r ied Women Who Have Eve r Had Sexual 
I n tercou r se , By Age A nd Rac e ,  1 9 8 2 , N at ional S urvey Of F am i ly Growth 

N umbe r of women ( 10 0 0s)  % Who Had I ntercou r se 

Age* 

A ll Women 

A ll Ages 15-44 
15-19 

1 5- 1 7  
1 5  
1 6  
1 7  

1 8  
1 9  

2 0 - 2 4  
2 5 - 4 4  

Never-Marr ied Women 

All Age s  1 5 - 4 4  
15-19 

1 5- 1 7  
1 5  
1 6  
1 7  

1 8  
1 9  

2 0 - 2 4  
2 5 - 4 4  

Total**  

5 4 , 099  
9 , 5 21 
5 , 1 2 2  
1 , 4 7 4  
1 ,  601 
2 , 04 6  
2 , 3 2 7  
2 , 0 7 2  

1 0 , 6 2 9  
3 3 , 94 9  

1 9 , 1 64 
8 , 8 3 9  
4 , 968 
1 , 4 6 0  
1 , 559  
1 , 949  
2 , 10 7  
1 , 764  
5 ,  81 1 
4 , 514 

White 

4 5 , 3 6 7  
7 , 8 1 5  
4 , 1 1 9  
1 , 1 91 
1 , 3 0 2  
1 , 6 2 6  
1 , 967 
1,  7 2 8  
8 , 8 5 5  

2 8 , 6 9 7  

14 , 94 8 
7 , 1 9 3  
3 ,  9 7 1  
1 , 1 7 7  
1 , 2 6 3  
1 ,  5 31 
1 , 768  
1 , 4 54 
4 , 5 0 2  
3 , 2 5 2  

B lack 

6 , 9 8 5  
1 , 4 1 6  

8 2 1  
2 0 9  
2 6 0  
3 5 2  
3 0 2  
2 9 3  

1 , 4 7 2  
4 , 0 9 7  

3 ,  54 5 
1 , 3 7 7  

81 8 
2 0 9  
2 5 7  
3 5 2  
2 8 9  
2 7 0  

1 , 0 8 4  
1 , 0 84 

Total•- White 

8 6 . 3  
4 6 . 9 
3 2 . 2  
1 9 . 2  
3 0 . 4  
43 . 0  
5 8 . 1  
7 0 . 7  
8 5 . 4  
9 7 . 6 

6 1 . 3  
4 2 . 8  
3 0 . 1  
1 8 . 4  
2 8 . 5 
4 0 . 1 
5 3 . 8  
6 5 . 6  
7 3 . 3  
82 . 0  

8 6 . 0  
44 . 9  
3 0 . 1  
1 7 . 9 
2 8 . 8  
4 0 . 1 
5 4 . 8  
6 9 . 0 
84 . 5  
9 7 . 7 

5 7 . 6  
4 0 . 2  
2 7 . 5 
1 6 . 9  
2 6 . 7  
3 6 . 4  
4 9 . 7  
63 . 2  
69 . 5  
7 9 . 7 

*S ing le ye ars of age refer to the mid-points i n  the age i ntervals , 
e . g. ,  1 5  means 1 5 . 5  years . 

* * Inc lude s races other than Wh ite and B lac k. 

B lack 

8 9 . 7 
5 8 . 9  
4 4 . 1  
2 8 . 0 
41 . 6  
5 5 . 4  
7 7 . 0 
8 2 . 0  
9 3 . 2  
9 9 . 0 

7 9 . 6  
5 7 . 8  
4 3 . 8  
2 8 . 0 
4 0 . 8  
5 5 . 4  
7 6 . 1 
8 0 . 5 
90 . 8  
9 6 . 3  

Sou rc e : Pr att et a l .  "Under stand ing u . s .  Fert i l i ty , "  Popu lat ion 
Bullet i n ,  Volume 39 No . 5 ,  December 1 9 84 . Rep r i nted by perm i s s ion. 
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TABLE 1 . 3  

T able 1 . 3  shows data f rom the Nat ional Survey of F amily Growth 
(NSFG ) on the number and percent of all women and never mar r ied women 
who ever had sexual intercou r se by age and r ace for 1 9 8 2 . Among all  
women aged 1 5  to 1 9 ,  47  percent had had sexual inte rcou r se ( 44 . 9  per 
cent o f  white teens and 5 8 . 9  percent o f  black teens) , compared t o  more 
than 85 pe rcent of all women older than age 2 0 .  The proportions of 
never-ma r r ied women aged 1 5-19  ever hav ing had sexual intercou r se are 
only slightly lowe r than for all women aged 15 to 19  because most women 
under age 2 0  have never been mar r ied . Unma r r ied teens account for 3 2  
pe rcent o f  a l l  unmarr ied women eve r having had inte rcou r se and 8 per 
cent of all sexually act ive women .  

I t  should b e  noted that the p roport ions p resented in th is  table for 
never-mar r ied women d if fer  sl ightly for those presented in  Table 1 . 2  
for 1 9 8 2  because they are not l imited to metropol itan areas . 
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TABLE 1,4 Cumulat ive Sexual Activity By S ingle 
Year Of Age , Sex , Race And E thnic ity l ,  198 3 ,  
Nat ional Long itudinal Survey Of Youth 

Cumulative % Sexually Act ive 

Ag e* 

Total 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
N 

White 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
N 

Black 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
N 

H ispanics 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
N 

Male 

1 6 . 6 
2 8 . 7  
4 7 . 9  
64 . 0  
7 7 . 6 
83 . 0  
( 4 65 7 )  

1 2 . 1  
23 . 3  
4 2 . 8  
60 . 1  
75. 0 
8 1 . 1 
( 2 8 2 8 )  

4 2 . 4  
5 9 . 6 
77 . 3  
8 5 . 6 
92 . 2  
93 . 9  
( 11 4 6 )  

19 . 3  
32 . 0  
49 . 7  
67 . 1  
78 . 5  
84 . 2  
( 6 83 )  

Female 

5 . 4  
12 . 6  
27 . 1  
44 . 0  
62 . 9  
73 . 6  
( 4 64 8 )  

4 . 7  
1 1 . 3  
2 5 . 2  
4 1 . 6 
60 . 8  
72 . 0  
( 2 788) 

9 . 7 
20 . 1  
39 . 5  
5 9 . 4  
77 .o 
84 . 7  
( 11 5 7 )  

4 . 3  
1 1 . 2  
23 . 7  
4 0 . 2  
58 . 6  
69. 5 
( 7 0 3 )  

Note: Samp le is l imited t o  respondents age 20 and 
over at 1 9 8 3  survey date . 

*Pe rcentages reference b i rthday for specif ied age s ,  
e . g . , 15 means by 1 5th b i r thday o r  end o f  14 . 

lHispanic per sons may be of any r ace . 

Sou rce : Spec ial Tabulations f rom the 1983 Nationa l 
Long itud inal Su rvey of You th Center for Human 
Resource Resea rc h ,  Ohio State Unive r s i ty .  
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TABLE 1 . 4  

Data on the cumulat ive percent of males and females i n  the Nat ional 
Long itud i nal Survey of Youth (NLS ) who r eported having had sexual 
intercour se are pre sented in Table 1 . 4 .  by age and race . 

I n  all , 4 out of eve ry 5 males and 7 out of eve ry 1 0  females wer e  
sexually act ive by age 2 0 .  Among male s ,  blac k s  were mor e  l ik e ly to be 
sexually exper ienced than both H i span ic and wh ite male s .  Nea r ly 6 0  
percent of the blac k  males had had intercou rse by age 1 6  and 9 4  percent 
had had inte rcourse by age 2 0 .  I n  compar ison , by age 1 6  about 3 2  per
cent of the H ispanic males and less than a quarter of the wh ite males 
wer e  sexually exper ienced . By age 2 0 , s l ightly mor e  than 8 0  p e rcent 
of wh i te and H ispanic males had had inte rcou r se . 

Th i s  data base , l ike the Nat ional Survey of F ami ly Growth (NSFG) , 
i nd icates that black females we r e  more l ikely to have had intercourse 
than wh i tes or H i span ic s .  Approx imately 2 out of 1 0  blac k  females 
we re sexually act ive by age 16 and more than 8 out of 10 wer e  sexually 
act ive by age 2 0 .  In contrast , only 1 out of 1 0  wh ite and H ispanic 
females were sexually act ive by age 16 and 7 out of 10 were sexually 
act ive by ag e 2 0 .  

I n  gene r al , males we re sexually act ive a t  younger age s  than fe
male s ,  and blac k s  wer e  sexually act ive at younge r  age s  than wh ites or 
H ispanic s .  
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TABLE 1 .  5 Cumulat ive Percentage Of Women A nd Men Under 20 Who Ever Had 
I ntercourse , By Age , Race And Study , United States ,  1 9 3 8  to 1 9 8 4  

Fema les Males 

Study Year Age Wh ite Black Wh ite B l ack 

K insey , Pomeroy 1 9 3 8 - 5 0  1 3  1 14 . 8  
& Mart i n ,  1 9 4 8  14 2 27 . 8  

K insey , Pomeroy , 1 5  3 3 8 . 8  
Mart in & Gebhard , 16 7 51 . 6  
1 9 5 3 , u . s .  1 7  6 1 . 3  

1 8  6 8 . 2  
1 9  7 1 . 5 
20 20 7 3 . 1  

Vener & Stewart , 1 9 7 0  1 3  1 0  24 
1 9 7 4 ;  Mich igan, 14 1 0  21 
School B 1 5  1 3  2 6  
Sample , 1 6  23 3 1  
Tables 4 & 5 17+ 27 3 8  

TOTAL 1 6  28 

1 9 7 3  13' 1 0  2 8  
1 4  1 7  32 
15 24 3 8  
1 6  3 1  3 8  
17+ 3 5  3 4  
TOTAL 22 3 3  

M i l ler & Simon 1 9 71 1 4 - 1 5  5 . 3  7 . 8  
1 9 7 4 , I l l inois 1 6-1 7 21 . 7  20 . 9  
Table 3 TOTAL 13 . 0  14 . 0  

Sorenson , 1 9 7 3  1 9 7 2  1 3-1 5 3 0  4 4  
Table 4 0 4 ,  u . s. 16- 1 9  5 7  7 2  

TOTAL 4 5  59 

S imon , Berger & 1 9 6 7  l t  1 8  7 25 
Ga znon , 1972 18 1 9  3 6  
Table I I I  (College 1 9  3 0  6 3  
Youth , U . s . )  

Jessor & Je ssor 1 9 72 Grade 1 0  2 6  21 
1 9 7 5 ,  Colorado 1 1  4 0  28 
Table 1 12 5 5  3 3  

Udry , 1 9 80 
Raleigh, NC 1978 1 3  6 . 1  3 5 . 0  27 . 0  6 9 . 8  
Tallahassee , FL 1 9 8 0  1 4  1 1 . 0  3 9 . 3  2 8 . 8  7 5 . 9 

Zabin el a l ,  1 9 8 4  19 81-82 lt 1 6  3 4 . 8  54 . 0  6 5 . 9 8 3 . 3  
I nner c ity B alt imore , 16+ 5 9 . 9 8 0 . 3  7 6 . 8 93 . 1  

Source : Refer· to references at the end of text . 
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TABLE 1 . 5 

Table 1 . 5 presents cumu lat ive percentage d istr ibutions of women 
and men u nder age 20 who ever had inte rcou r se by age ,  race and study 
for the United States f rom 1 9 3 8  to 1 9 64 . T h i s  table shows both the 
trend s  over t ime in adolescent sexual act iv i ty and var iat ions and 
con s istenc ies in sample e st imates .  
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TABLE 1 . 6 Pe rcent of S exually E xper ienced Never
Mar r ied Women Aged 1 5-19 Who Had I ntercou r se Only O nc e ,  
by Age and Race , 1 9 7 6  

Race 

Wh ite Black 

Age A l l  % N % 

15-19 14 . 8  14 . 3  3 7 9  12 . 7  
15-1 7 19 . 9  1 8 . 4  2 0 6  1 8 . 4 
18-19 8 . 6 9 . 3  173  6 . 2 

Sou rce : M .  Z elnik and J .T . Kantne r ,  " S exual and 
Cont raceptive Exper ience of Young Unma r r ied Women in  
the Un ited S tate s 1 9 7 6  and 1 9 7 1 . "  F am i ly Plann ing 
Pe r spect ives 9 ,  1 9 7 7 .  Repri nted by permission. 

N 

410 
21 7 
1 9 3  
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TABLE 1 . 6 

Table 1 . 6 shows the percent of a sample of sexually exper ienc ed 
never-ma r r ied women aged 15  to 19  in  1 9 7 6  who had only had sexua l  
intercou r se onc e .  Data a r e  f rom the 1 9 7 6  Nat ional S urvey o f  Young 
women (NSYW) . Among sexually exper ienced never-mar r ied 15- to 19-year
old women ,  nea r ly 15 percent had sexual intercourse only once . About 
20 pe rcent of women aged 15 to 17 and fewe r than 10 pe rcent of women 
ages 1 8  to 19 reported hav ing had intercou r se only one time . The r e  
were n o  substant ial d ifferences by race . 
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TABLE 1 . 7 Frequency O f  S exual I nte rcou r se Among U nma r r i ed Fema le s 
15 To 24 Who Ever Had I nte rcou r se By Rac e ,  1 9 8 2  National Survey Of 
Family Growth 

Frequency of 
I n te rcou r se 

A ll Races* 
Total eve r having 

inte rcou r se 

No intercou r se 
i n  l ast 3 months 

Once a month 
2-3 t imes a month 
Once a week 
More than twice per week 
Dai ly 

Wh ite 
Total eve r  having 

inte rcou r se 
No intercou r se 

i n  last 3 months 
Once a month 
2-3  t imes a month 
Once a week 
Mor e  than twice per week 
D a i ly 

Blac k 
Total eve r hav ing 

inte rcour se 
No intercou r se 

i n  l ast 3 months 
Once a month 
2-3 t ime s a month 
Once a week 
More than twice pe r week 
D a i ly 

Age 

15-1 7 

1 0 0 . 0% 
(N=295)  

1 8 . 3  
20 . 7  
2 7 . 9  
21 . 4  

9 . 8  
1 . 9  

1 0 0 . 0% 
(N= l4 6 )  

21 . 0  
14 . 5  
2 9 . 2  
23 . 2  
1 0 . 8 

1 . 3  

100 . 0% 
(N= l 4 6 )  

1 1 . 8  
3 9 . 5 
24 . 9  
13 . 3  

7 . 2  
3 . 3 

18-19 

1 0 0 . 0% 
(N=4 73)  

1 7 . 9  
13 . 5  
2 3 . 0  
2 0 . 6  
2 0 . 7  

4 . 3 

1 0 0 . 0 %  
(N= l7 5 )  

2 0 . 5  
1 1 . 1 
20 . 8  
2 0 . 7  
22 . 0  

4 . 9  

1 0 0 . 0 %  
(N=2 91) 

7 . 5 
23 . 0  
2 9 . 4  
21 . 0  
1 6 . 9  

2 . 2 

1 5- 1 9  

1 0 0 . 0% 
(N=7 6 8 )  

1 8 . 1  
1 6 . 4  
2 5 . 0  
20 . 9  
1 6 . 3  

3 . 3 

1 0 0 . 0% 
(N= 3 2 1) 

2 0 . 7 
12 . 4  
24 . 1  
21 . 6  
1 7 . 6 

3 . 6  

100 . 0% 
(N=4 3 7 )  

9 . 5 
3 0 . 8 
27 . 2  
1 7 . 4  
12 . 3  

2 . 7  

20-2 4 

100 . 0% 
(N=626 ) 

24 . 3  
14 . 2  
22 . 3  
1 8 . 5  
19 . 3  

1 . 4  

1 0 0 . 0% 
(N=3 67)  

27 . 8  
14 . 5  
20 . 5  
1 7 . 0 
1 9 . 3  

0 . 9  

1 0 0 . 0% 
(N=2 50 ) 

1 5 . 0  
12 . 6  
2 9 . 8 
21 . 3  
1 8 . 8  

2 . 5 

*Inc ludes Blac ks ,  Wh ite and othe r .  Othe r category too smal l  to 
pe rcentage . 

Sou rc e : Spec ial Tabu lat ions f rom the 1 9 8 2  Nat ional S urvey of Family 
Growt h ,  Cyc le I I I , conducted by the Nat ional Center for Health 
Sta t i s t ic s, DHHS . 
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TABLE 1 . 7 

T able 1 . 7 presents the percentage d istr ibut ions of u nma r r ied fe
.males aged 1 5  to 24 who ever had sexual i nte rcou r se by r ac e  accord ing 

to f requency of i ntercou rse . The se data a re f rom the 1 9 8 2  National 
S u rvey of F am i ly Growt h .  (NSFG ) 

Ove ra l l , 1 8 . 1 percent of sexually expe r ienced female teenag e r s  
r eported that they had not had inte rcou r se i n  the three months pr ior 
to the interv iew, 2 0 . 7 percent of wh ites and 9 . 5  percent of blac k s .  
The young teenager s ,  aged 15  to 1 7 ,  wer e  somewhat less l ikely t o  have 
had sexu a l  intercour se twice per week or mor e  f r equently than older 
teenag e r s .  
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TABLE 1 .  8 Distr ibut ion ( in percentages} Of  Total Number Of Premar ital S exual Partner s ,  By Race : 
19 71 ,  1 9 7 6  And 1 9 7 9  - S exually Exper ienced Females Aged 15  to 1 9 , Metropolitan U . S .  

S exually Exper ienced Females Aged 15-19 

1 9 71 1 9 7 6  1 9 79 

No . Of Total Wh ite Black Total Wh ite B lack Total White B lac k 
Partners* ( n= 9 1 9 )  ( n=4 31) ( n= 4 8 8} ( n= 7 1 4} ( n= 3 4 4} ( n= 3 7 0} ( n= 9 3 3} ( n= 4 7 6} ( n= 4 5 7} 

1 61 . 7  61 . 8  61 . 4  52 . 5  5 6 . 2  4 2 . 8  4 8 . 9  51 . 1  4 0 . 9  
2-3 24 . 6  23 . 0  2 9 . 5 2 7 . 7 23 . 0  4 0 . 0 3 5 . 1  33 . 0  4 2 . 7  
4-5 6 . 8 7 . 4  5 . 1 9 . 1 8 . 2  1 1 . 6  7 . 9 7 . 0 1 1 . 4  
6 or more 6 . 9  7 . 8  4 . 0  1 0 . 7 12 . 6  5 . 6 8 . 1  8 . 9 5 . 0 
Mean n/a n/a n/a 2 . 9  3 . 0  2 . 4  2 . 6  2 . 7  2 . 5  

*In the 1 9 71 survey these precoded categor ies were u sed ; in the 1 9 7 6  and 1 9 7 9  surveys ind ividual 
responses were recoded . 

n/a : Not ava i lable . 

Source :  M .  Zeln i k ,  " S exual Act iv ity Among Adolescents : Perspect ive of a Decade , "  I n  E .R .  
McAnarey (Ed . ) ,  Premature Adolescent Pregnancy and Parenthood . New Yor k :  Grune and Str atton, 
1983 . Repr inted by permiss ion .  
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TABLE 1 . 8 

The percentage d istr ibut ion of a sample of women by race and by 
total number of p remar ital sexual pa rtne r s  as  of the survey date i s  
shown for 1 9 7 1 , 1 9 7 6  and 1 9 7 9  in  Table 1 . 8 .  The percent o f  women who 
had had only one p r emar ital sexual partner was lower in 1 9 7 9  than in 
1 9 7 6  or 1 9 71 ,  4 9  compared to 53 and 6 2  percent r e spectively . The 
l a rgest d i f fe r ence was for blac k  women .  In 1 9 7 1 ,  6 0  percent of the 
black women had had only one p remar ital sexual par tner , wh ile in 1 9 7 9  
about 4 0  pe rc ent o f  the black women had had only one premar ital sexual 
partne r .  The r e  was about a n  1 1  percent age point dec l ine i n  the number 
of wh ite women who had had one partner in 1 9 71 compared to 1 9 7 9 ,  62 
ver su s  51 percent . Although in all years wh ite teenagers wer e  mor e  
l ikely than blac k  teenagers t o  have had only one nonmar ital sexual 
partner , they wer e  slig htly more l ikely than blac k s  to have had 6 or 
more such partner s .  
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TABLE 1 . 9 Pe rcentage D istr ibut ion Of Women Aged 15-19 A nd Of Men Aged 
17-21 , By Relationsh ip With The ir  F ir st S exual Partne r ,  Accord ing To 
Race , 1 9 7 9 ,  Met ropol itan u . s .  

women Men 

Relat ionsh ip With Total Wh ite B lack Total Wh ite B lac k 
F ir st Partner (N= 9 3 6 )  (N=4 7 8 )  (N=4 5 8 )  (N= 6 7 0 )  (N= 3 9 6 )  (N= 2 7 4 )  

E ngaged 9 . 3  9 . 6 8 . 2  0 . 6 0 . 5  1 . 0 
Going steady 5 5 . 2  5 7 . 6 4 6 . 5  3 6 . 5 3 9 . 2  2 1 . 9 
Dat ing 24 . 4  22 . 2  3 2 . 6  2 0 . 0  2 0 . 2  1 9 . 0 
F r i ends 6 . 7 6 . 0  9 . 4  33 . 7  3 0 . 2  52 . 4  
Recently met 4 . 4 4 . 6  3 . 3  9 . 3  9 . 9 5 . 7 
Total 1 0 0 . 0 10 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  10 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  10 0 . 0 

S ou rce : M .  Z elnik and F . K .  Shah, " F i r st I nte rcou r se Among Young 
Ame r icans , "  Family Planning Pe rspec t ives ,  1 5  ( 2 )  (March/Ap r i l) , 1 9 8 3 . 
Rep r inted by pe rmi ssion. 
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TABLE 1 . 9 

T able 1 . 9 shows the percentage d istr ibutio n  o f  women aged 1 5  to 
1 9  and o f  men aged 1 7  to 2 1  by their relatio ns h ip with the ir f ir s t  
sexual partner by r ace . Data are from the Nat ional Survey o f  Young 
Women (NSYW) for metropo l itan areas o nly in 197 9 .  

Among the women,  over 8 5  percent o f  the wh ite and black women wer e 
e ngaged , go ing steady , or dat ing the ir f ir s t  sexual partner s .  O nly 
4 . 6  percent o f  the wh ite women and 3 . 3  percent o f  the black women had 
r ecently met the ir f irst sexual partner s .  Amo ng male s ,  however , 4 0  
percent o f  the wh ite men and 58  percent o f  the black men s a id that 
the ir f ir st sexual partner s were fr iends or someo ne they had j u st 
recently met . 
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TABLE 1 . 1 0  Pe rcentage D i str ibut ion Of Women Aged 15-19 A nd O f  Men Aged 
17-21, By Relat ionship With The ir  F ir st S exual Partne r ,  According To 
Age A t  F i rst I ntercou r se ,  1 9 7 9 , Met ropol itan u.s. 

Women Men 

Re lat ionsh ip With <15 15-17 1 8+ <15 15-1 7 18+ 
F ir st Pa rtner (N=2 73 ) . (N= 5 5 5 )  (N= l03 ) (N= 3 0 5 )  (N=294 ) (N= 6 4 )  

E ng aged 3 . 9  6 . 8 1 8 . 7 0 . 4  0 . 8  o.o  
Goi ng steady 4 4 . 4  61. 9 4 6 . 1 20 . 0  4 6 . 2  4 7 .  9 
Dat ing 28 . 9  2 1 . 6 2 9 . 0  1 8 . 6 22 . 4  12 . 6  
F r iends 13 . 2  4 . 3 5 . 4  54 . 4  2 0 . 0  2 6 . 7  
Recently me t 9 . 6  3 . 4  0 . 8 6 . 6  1 0 . 6 1 2 . 8  
Tot al 10 0 . 0  10 0 . 0  10 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0 

Sou rce : M .  Z elnik and F . K .  Shah, " F i r st Intercou r se Among Young 
Ame r icans , "  Family Planning Pe r spec tive s ,  1 5  ( 2 )  (Marc h/Ap r i l) , 198 3 . 
Repr inted by pe rmi ssion . 
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TABLE 1. 10  

Tabl e 1 . 1 0 shows the pe rcentage d i str ibut ion of women aged 15  to 
1 9  and of men aged 17 to 21 by r elat ionship with the i r  f i r s t  sexual 
partner accord ing to age at f ir st intercou r se .  Data are f rom the 
Nat iona l  S urvey of Young Women (NSYW) for met ropolitan areas only in  
19 7 9 .  

Among women , teenagers who wer e  younger at f ir st intercou r se ( less 
than 1 7  year s) wer e  more likely to have r ecently met and less l i ke ly to 
be engaged to the i r  f i r st pa rtner than teenage women who had f i rst in
te rcou r se at age 18 or 1 9 .  Among male s ,  howeve r ,  those who f i r st had 
sexua l  intercour se at age 18 to 21 wer e  mor e  l ikely to have recently 
met the i r  f i r st partne r than males who f i r st had inte rcou rse und e r  age 
18 . 
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TABLE 1 . 1 1  Pe rcentage D i st r ibutio n  O f  Locale O f  F i r s t  Pr ema r i ta l  
I nterco u r se , Women Aged 1 5-1 9 ,  By Rac e , 1 9 7 6  A nd 1 97 9 ,  Met ropo l itan 
u.s. 

19 76 19 79 

To tal Wh ite B l ac k  To tal Wh ite Black 
Locale (N= 7 1 3 )  (N=3 4 5 )  (N= 3 6 8 )  (N=9 2 3 )  ( N=4 6 9 )  (N=4 5 4 )  

Respondent' s horne 1 7 . 6 1 6 . 2 2 1 . 2  1 8 . 5 1 7 . 9 2 0 . 7  
Partne r ' s horne 4 3 . 5  43 . 8  4 3 . 1  4 9 . 2  4 8 . 4  51. 7 
Horne o f  relative/ 2 1 . 1 2 1 . 5 2 0 . 2  1 2 . 3  1 2 . 6  11 . 5  

f r iend 
Motel/hotel 5 . 5 3 . 3 1 1 . 5  4 . 2  2 . 2  11 . 7  
Car 7 . 1 8 . 9  2 . 0  8 . 9 1 0 . 6 2 . 7  
E lsewhe re 5 . 2 6 . 3  2 . 0  6 . 9 8 . 3  1 . 7 

Sou rc e : M .  Zelnik,  " S exual Act ivity Amo ng Ado lescents : Per spect ive o f  
a Decade , "  In E . R .  McAnarey (Ed . ) ,  Prematu re Adolescent Pregnancy and 
Parenthood . New Yor k : Grune and Stratto n ,  1 9 8 3 . Rep r inted by 
permi s s ion.  
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TABLE 1 . 11 

T able 1 . 1 1  shows the percentage d istr ibut ion of the locatio n  o f  
f i r st nonmar ital inte rcourse fo r women aged 1 5  to 19  by race . The 
data are f rom the N at io nal Survey o f  Young Women (NSYW) fo r 1 9 7 6  and 
1 9 79 ,  met ropo l itan ar eas o nly . 

For the majo r ity ,  over three-quarte r s ,  in  bo th 1 9 7 6  and 1 9 7 9 , o f  
all the women aged 15-19 who had a f i rst p r emar ital interco u r se , the 
locatio n  was the home o f  the respo ndent , the partner or a f r iend o r  
relative .  I n  both yea r s ,  blac k  women wer e  mo r e  l ikely than wh ite women 
to f i rst have sexual intercourse in a mo tel/hotel . For wh ite women the 
locat io n  of f i rst premar ital inte rcou rse wa s mo r e  l ikely to be a car o r  
e lsewhere than fo r black women.  The partner ' s  home was twice as  l ikely 
to be the location o f  f i rst intercourse as the young wome n ' s home . 



Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Risking the Future:  Adolescent Sexuality, Pregnancy, and Childbearing, Volume II Statistical Appendices only

A-32 I 3 8 4  

TABLE 1 . 12 Estimated Cummulative Percent Ever Exper iencing Sexual 
I ntercourse By S i ng le Year of Age , Race , E thnic i ty1 And Mother's 
Education, 1 98 3 ,  National Long itudinal Survey of Youth 

Males Females 

Respondent's Mother ' s  Educat ion2 

Age* <HS HS >HS <HS HS 

Total Sample 
1 5  2 3 . 9  13 . 7  1 2 . 0  7 . 3  4 . 7  
1 6  3 8 . 0  24 . 8  2 3 . 0  1 6 . 9  1 0 . 2  
1 7  5 7 . 9  4 3 . 8  4 0 . 6  3 4 . 6  2 3 . 7  
1 8  7 2 . 4  6 1 . 8  5 5 . 6  53 . 7  4 0 . 5 
1 9  8 3 . 5  77. 6 6 8 . 7  7 1 . 8  6 1 . 4  
2 0  8 7 . 6  82 . 8  7 6 . 5  8 1 . 3  73 . 4  

N 1 8 0 8  1 8 7 8  790 1975 1791 

Whites 
15 18 . 5  9 . 9  9 . 7  6 . 3  4 . 5  
1 6  3 1 . 2  2 0 . 4  2 0 . 6  1 5 . 9 9 . 2  
1 7  5 2 . 8  4 0 . 0  3 7 . 2  3 3 . 6  2 2 . 6  
1 8  6 8 . 6  5 8 . 8 5 2 . 9  53 . 5  3 9 . 1  
1 9  8 1 . 3  7 5 . 8  6 6 . 4  72 . 4  5 9 . 9 
2 0  8 5 . 7  9 1 . 5  '74 . 9  8 2 . 0  72 . 4  

N 8 1 4  1 3 5 9  5 9 2  883 1288 

B lacks 
1 5  4 2 . 8  4 3 . 7  1 2 . 0  6 . 8  
1 6  62 . 7  5 8 . 0  2 3 . 2  1 6 . 1 
17 79 . 3  7 6 . 3  4 4 . 0  33 . 8  
1 8  8 7 . 7  8 5 . 1 63 . 2  53 . 9  
19 93 . 0  9 2 . 5  8 0 . 1  72 . 0  
2 0  9 4 . 5  9 4 . 0  8 7 . 2  8 0 . 6  

N 541 525 595 499 

H i spanics 
1 5  2 0 . 8  16 . 1  4 . 8  2 . 9  
1 6  3 2 . 2  2 9 . 0  12 . 2  8 . 7 
17 4 9 . 6 4 6 . 7 2 4 . 3  1 9 . 4 
1 8  6 6 . 9  6 5 . 5 3 9 . 0 3 8 . 9  
19 79 . 3  76 . 5  5 5 . 8  6 2 . 0  
2 0  8 6 . 0  7 9 . 9  6 8 . 0  7 0 . 8  

N 4 5 3  1 9 2  4 9 6  1 8 3  

>Hs 

3 . 3 
1 0 . 4  
2 1 . 4  
34 . 1  
5 0 . 5  
6 0 . 8  
7 5 6  

3 . 2  
1 0 . 5  
2 0 . 2  
31 . 9  
4 8 . 5  
5 9 . 0  
577 

Note : Sample i s  l imited t o  re spondents age 2 0  and over a t  1 9 8 3  survey 
date . 

*Pe rcentages refer to b i rthday for spec i f ied ages , e . g . , 15 means by 
1 5th b i rthday or end of age 14 . 

1H ispanic persons may be of any r ace . 
2Education is defined as less than H ig h  School , complet ing High 

School or more than H ig h  Schoo l ( not available for Blacks and 
H ispan ics) . 

Sourc e :  Spec ial Tabulations f rom the 1 9 8 3  Nat ional Longitudinal 
Survey of Youth , Center for Human Resou rce Research ,  Ohio State 
Unive r s ity. 
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TABLE 1 . 1 2  

T able 1 . 1 2 shows cumu lat ive e s t imate s  o f  sexual act iv ity by sing le 
year o f  age and mothe r ' s educat io n  in  1 9 8 3  fo r a nat io na l  sample of  
youths .  Data are f rom the National Long itud inal Survey o f  Youth (NLS) • 

I n  genera l ,  the lowe r the mo the r ' s educat ional leve l , the lower 
the r espo ndent ' s  age at becoming sexually act ive . For the to tal 
samp le , mo r e  than half ( 5 7 . 9 percent) o f  the males who se mo the r s  had 
less than h ig h  schoo l educations and about two f ifths of the males 
who se mo the r s  had a h igh schoo l educatio n  or mo r e  than a h ig h  schoo l 
education wer e  sexually act ive by age 1 7  ( 4 3 . 8  and 4 0 . 6 percent) . 

S l ightly over a th i rd o f  the females who se mo the r s  had less than 
h igh schoo l educations ( 3 4 . 6  percent) and less than o ne quarter o f  the 
females who se mothe rs had a h igh schoo l educat io n  or mo re ( 23 . 7  and 
21 . 4  percent) we r e  sexually ac tive by age 1 7 .  

B lac k mal e s  we re mo re l ike ly to be sexually act ive by age 2 0  than 
wh ites and H i spanics and , H ispanic males we r e  as  l i kely to be as  
sexually active wh ite males by ag e 2 0 , regardless of mo the r ' s educ a
t io n .  B lack females we re mo r e  l ikely to be sexually act ive by age 2 0  
than wh ites and H i span ics r egardless o f  mo the r ' s educatio n.  
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TABLE 1 . 13 Cumu lative Sexual Act ivity By S ingle Year Of Age And 
By Drop Out Rate Of . Respondent ' s  H igh Schoo l ,  1979 From National 
Long itud inal Su rvey Of Youth 

Age* 

Total Sample 
15 
16 
17 
18 
1 9  
2 0  

N 

Wh ites 
15 
16 
1 7  
18 
19 
20 

N 

Blac ks 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

N 

H i spanics 
1 5  
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

N 

Drop-Out Rate of Respondent ' s  H ig h  School , 1979 

Males 

LO ( < 1 0%)  HI ( 1 0%+) 

10 . 7  
2 1 . 5  
40 . 7  
5 9 . 1 
73 . 4  
81 . 0  
1387 

8 . 4  
1 7 . 9  
3 7 . 3 
5 6 . 5 
71 . 7  
7 9 . 7 
9 9 8  

3 5 . 6 
5 8 . 3  
73 . 9  
83 . 9  
91 . 4  
92 . 8  
268 

9 . 8 
2 6 . 6 
4 7 . 5 
64 . 7  
76 . 1  
84 . 2  
121 

18 . 8  
31 . 5  
50 . 4  
6 5 . 8 
7 9 . 4  
8 2 . 8  
1454 

13 . 5  
2 6 . 1 
4 5 . 4  
61 . 9  
7 7 . 4 
8 0 . 7 
7 6 2  

4 5 . 2  
5 9 . 3  
7 7 . 0  
8 6 . 1  
9 2 . 1  
94 . 4  
4 1 1  

1 9 . 2  
2 9 . 6 
4 6 . 8 
63 . 4  
74 . 4  
8 0 . 3  
2 8 1  

Females 

LO ( < 10 % )  HI ( 10 %+ )  

3 . 4  
9 . 2  

2 0 . 6  
3 6 . 5  
5 &. 5 
6 8 . 3  
1441 

3 . 2 
8 . 9  

19 . 9  
3 5 . 4  
5 5 . 5 
6 7 . 5 
1053 

6 . 4  
13 . 6  
2 8 . 1  
4 8 . 8  
68 . 1  
7 8 . 5 
2 6 8  

. 4  
5 . 5 

1 7 . 9 
34 . 3  
5 2 . 3  
63 . 5  
120 

5 . 1  
12 . 8  
2 8 . 4  
4 5 . 1  
64 . 6  
7 5 . 4  
1 5 2 3  

4 . 2  
1 1 . 5 
2 6 . 1  
4 1 . 9 
61 . 9  
73 . 8  
8 0 6  

8 . 6  
1 8 . 5 
4 0 . 6 
6 2 . 3  
8 0 . 0  
8 6 . 3  
4 4 7  

5 . 9 
12 . 6  
2 3 . 1  
3 6 . 4  
5 5 . 4 
6 6 . 3  
270 

Note : Sample is l imited to respondents age 2 0  and over at 1983 
survey date . 

*Percentages refer to birthday for spec i f ied ages , e . g . , 1 5  
means by 1 5th b i rthday or end of age 14 . 

1H i spanic Pe r sons may be of any rac e .  

Sou rce : Spec ial Tabulations f rom the 1 9 8 3  Nat ional Long itud ina l  
Survey o f  Youth , Cente r for Human Resource Research ,  Ohio State 
Unive r s ity . 
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TABLE 1. 13  

T able 1 . 13  p re sents data f rom the Nat io nal Long itud inal Survey of 
Youth o n  cumu lat ive sexual act iv ity by s ing le year o f  age and the d rop 
out rate in the r espo ndent ' s  h igh schoo l .  

I n  gene ra l ,  the percent sexua l ly ac t ive by age 2 0  was h ighe r among 
r e spondents who attended schoo ls with h igh d rop-out rates ( g reater than 
10 pe rcent) compared to re spondents who attended schoo ls with low d rop
out r ates ( 10 percent o r  lower) . Aga in,  the inc idence o f  sexual 
act iv ity was g r eater among black males and females regardle s s  o f  the 
d rop-out rate in the respo ndent ' s  h igh schoo l .  

I t  should be noted that h igh schoo l d rop-out rates may be a co nse
quence o f  levels o f  sexual ac tiv ity as we ll as  a measu re o f  the com
mun ity context . 
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I I . CONTRACEPTIVE USE AMONG ADOLESCENTS 

Th i s  sec t io n  presents info rmation o n  co ntr acept ive use among u .s. 

adolescents . Mo st o f  the ava ilable data are o n  fema les , but data f rom 
the Natio na l  S u rveys of Young women and Men (NSYW/M) on male cont ra
cept ive use a r e  pre sented . Data f rom the 1 9 8 2  NSFG are also presented in  
th is sec t io n .  

Among l imitat ions o f  the data o n  contrac ept ive u s e  are the lac k o f  
info rmat ion o n  male s ,  and the lack o f  standard izatio n  o f  co nt racept ive 
catego r ie s  ac ro ss su rveys . In the tables that fo l low,  data o n  co ntra
cept ive u se a r e  presented fo r sexually ac t ive men and women by mar ital 
status ,  t iming of u se ( i . e . , j u st interco u r se , mo st r ecent interco u r se , 
cu r rently) • 

A-37 I 3 8 9  
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TABLE 2 . 1  Percentage D i str ibut ion Of Sexually Act ive Women Aged 1 5-19,  By Contrac ept ive-U se Status ,  Accor d i ng To 

Race , 1 9 7 6 , 19 7 9 ,  1982 

1 9 8 2a 1979b , c  1 9 7 6b , c  

Cont racept ive-Use Tot al* White Black Total White B lack Total Wh i te Black 
Status (N=9 4 5 )  (N=579) ( N= 3 4 2 )  (N=937 ) ( N= 4 7 8 )  ( N=4 59)  (N=724 ) ( N=349 )  (N= 3 7 5 )  

A lways used 

J 
34 . 2  3 5 . 0 3 1 . 2  2 8 . 7 2 8 . 9  2 8 . 0 

used at f i r s t  4 8 . 2  52 . 1  36 . 0  
inte rcou r se but 
not always 14 . 7  16 . 1  9 . 7 9 . 5 10 . 1  8 . 1  

D id not use at 
1st intercou r se 
but u sed at 
some t ime 3 7 . 2  3 4 . 9  4 3  • .7 24 . 5  2 4 . 9  2 3 . 3  26 . 3  2 8 . 6 2 0 . 2  

Neve r u sed 14 . 6  13 . 0  2 0 . 3  2 6 . 6  2 4 . 0  3 5 . 9  3 5 . 5  3 2 . 4  4 3 . 7  

Total 100 . 0  100 . 0  100 . 0  100 . 0  100 . 0  100 . 0  100 . 0  100 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  

aA ll women 15-1 9 sexually ac t ive , inc lud ing mar r ied women .  
bPremar itally sexually act ive women 1 5-1 9 ;  contraceptive use refers t o  u se pr ior to pregnancy , mar r iage o r  t ime of 

su rvey , whichever event wa s ear l i e r .  
cMet ropolitan u . s .  only . 

* Inc ludes r aces othe r than Black and Wh ite . 

Sou rce : Unpubl ished Tabu lat ions f rom the 1 9 8 2  National Survey of Fam i ly Growth. Zelnik and K anter , " Sexual Act ivity ,  
Cont racept ive U se and Pregnancy Among Metropolitan-Area Teenage r s" , 1 9 71-1 9 7 6 ,  "Fam i ly Planning Per spect ives , "  Vol .  
1 2 ,  Sept . - Oc t .  1 9 8 0 .  
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TABLE 2 . 1  

Table 2 . 1  d isplays the percentage d istr ibut ion of p remar ital ly 
sexually act ive females aged 1 5  to 1 9  in  1 9 7 6 ,  1 9 7 9 , and 1 9 8 2  by con
trac ept ive-use status accord ing to race . Data are f rom the Nat ional 
Su rveys of Young Women (NSYW) for 1 9 7 6  and 1 9 7 9  and from the Nat ional 
Survey of F am i ly G rowth (NSFG ) for 1 9 8 2 . Overall , the p roport ion of 
p r emar ital ly sexually act ive females who always u sed a contracept ive 
and who used a cont racept ive at some t ime was h igher in 1979  than in 
1 9 7 6 . I n  1 9 7 6 , 2 9  percent of the sample r eported that they alway s 
used a cont racept ive and about 3 6  percent r epor ted that they u sed a 
cont racept ive at some t ime . I n  1 9 7 9 , 3 4  percent of the premar itally 
sexua l ly act ive females said they always used a cont racept ive and 
about 4 0  said they used a contracept ive at least some of the t ime . 

White premar itally sexual act ive teenage females we re more l i ke ly 
to have used a cont racept ive than blacks in  both 1 9 7 6  and 1 9 7 9 . The 
proport ion of those never using a contracept ive was somewhat lower in  
19 79  than in  1 9 7 6 for  both races . Even in  1 9 7 9 , though , a quarter of 
the young women had never u sed a method of b i rth control , about 3 6  per
cent of the black females and nearly a qua rter of the wh ite females . 
I n  1 9 7 6 , ove r 4 0  percent of the sexually act ive b lac k female teenagers 
and about one- t h i rd of the wh ites had neve r used a cont racept ive before 
mar r iage . 

The 1 9 8 2  data include only women aged 1 5  to 1 9  who d id not a lways 
use cont rac ept ion . Among these women ,  4 8 . 2  pe rcent u sed at f i r s t  in
tercou r se , 5 2 . 1  percent of the white women and 3 6 . 0 percent of the 
blac k wome n .  A lowe r proport ion of women had never used a contracep
t ive method in 1 9 8 2  compared to 1 9 7 6 , regardless of race . Only 1 4 . 6  
pe rcent of all sexually act ive 15- to 19-year old women had neve r used 
any method in 1 98 2 , 12 percentage points lower than in 1 9 7 9 . 
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TABLE 2 . 2  Percent Of Women Aged 15-44 Who U sed A Contracept ive Me thod At F ir st I ntercou r se And 
Pe rcent istr ibut ion Of Women Who U sed A Method , By Type Of Method , 1 9 8 2  Nat ional Su rvey Of 
Family Growth 

Pe rcent Who Pe rcent D istribut ion of Those Us ing Cont racept io n ,  by Method 
Used a Method 
At F i r st 

Ch arac te r istic s  Intercourse P i l l  IUD D iaphragm Condom Rhythm Withd rawal 

Tota l ,  1 5-4 4 44 . 5  2 8 . 2  0 . 5  1 . 9 3 8 . 5  5 . 3  1 9 . 1 

1 5 -19  4 8 . 2  1 7 . 3  0 . 1  0 . 2  4 6 . 6 4 . 3 2 7 . 2  
1 5-17  4 0 . 2 14 . 6  0 . 2  -- 51 . 4  7 . 6 24 . 7  

20-44 44 . 1  2 9 . 4  0 . 6 2 . 1  3 7 .  6 5 . 4  1 8 . 1 

Sou rce : Pratt et a l .  "Understand ing u.s. F e rt i l ity , "  Populatio n  Bu lle t i n ,  Vo lume 3 9  No . 5 ,  
December 1 9 84 . Repr i nted by permissio n .  

Other 

6 . 5 

4 . 5  
1 . 5 
6 . 7  

:J:ol 
I 

� 
0 

........ 
w 
\0 
N 



Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Risking the Future:  Adolescent Sexuality, Pregnancy, and Childbearing, Volume II Statistical Appendices only

A-4 1  I 3 9 3  

TABLE 2 . 2  

The percent o f  women o f  all age s  who used a cont racept ive at f i r st 
inte rcou rse by age and method i s  shown i n  Table 2 . 2 .  Data are f rom the 
1 9 8 2  N at ional Survey of Fami ly Growth . (NSFG) 

Among all women aged 15  to 4 4  in  1 9 8 2 , sl ightly less than o ne-half 
used a cont rac ept ive method at f ir st intercourse .  Fo r the o lder women 
in the sample who used a method , the mo st commo nly u sed methods at 
f i r st interco u r se were the condom ( 3 7 . 6 percent) , the pill  ( 2 9 . 4  per
cent) and withd rawal ( 1 8 . 1 pe rcent) . Women cur rently aged 1 5  to 17 
we r e  the least l i kely to have used a method at f ir st intercou r se ,  all 
o f  them having been under 1 8  when they init iated co itu s .  Tho se women 
aged 1 5 - 1 9  in 1 9 8 2  who used any method wer e  mo st l i ke ly to have u sed 
the condom ( 4 6 . 6 pe rcent) , withd rawal ( 24 . 7  percent) and the p i l l  ( 1 7 . 3  
pe rcent) • The table show that less than half o f  all  women used contra
ceptives at f i r st inte rcour se , r egardless o f  current age . The largest 
difference was between tho se who had f i rst interco u r se befo re age 1 8  
o r  at age 1 8  o r  olde r .  
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�ABLE 2 . 3  Percentage D i s t r ibut ion Of Sexually Exper ienced women Aged 15-1 9 And Men Aged 1 7- 2 1 , By Type Of Contraceptive Method U sed At F i rst 
Inte rcou r se ;  Percentage D i st r ibut ion O f  Those U s i ng A Method , By Type O f  Method ; Acco rd ing To Race And Planning Status O f  F i r st Inte rcou r s e ,  
1 9 7 9 ,  Met ropol itan u . s .  

Type o f  Method 
Used at F i r st 
I n t e rcou rse 

A ll respondents 

Female p r e sc r iption 
Female non

prescr ipt ion 
Male 

Condom 
Withdrawal 

None 

A l l  u s e r s  
Female presc r ipt ion 
Female non-

p rescr iption 
Male 
Total 

Women 

Total White Black 

Planned Unplanned Planned Unplanned P l anned Unplanned 

(Nc l 6 6 )  

1 6 . 7 
4 . 9  

50 . 0  
( 3 2  . 1) 
( 1 7 .  9 )  

2 8 . 4  

(N= l 0 6 )  
23 . 4  

6 . 7  

6 9 . 9  
10 0 . 0  

(N= 7 6 7 )  

8 . 3  
2 . 9  

3 3 . 1  
( 14 . 8 )  
( 18 . 3 )  

5 5 . 7  

(N= 3 1 9 )  
1 8 . 7  

6 . 6 

7 4 . 7  
1 0 0 . 0  

( N= 7 8 )  

14 . 3  
3 . 8  

58 . 6  
( 3 5 .  6 )  
( 2 3 . 0 )  

23 . 3  

( N= 5 9 )  
1 8 . 7  

5 . 0 

76 . 3  
1 0 0 . 0  

(N= 3 9 9 )  

6 . 5  
2 . 7  

3 6 . 8  
( 14 .  7 )  
( 2 2  . 1) 

54 . 0  

(N= l 7 9 )  
14 . 1  

5 . 9  

8 0 . 0  
10 0 . 0  

(N= 8 8 )  

24 . 7  
8 . 3  

21 . 3  
( 2 0 .  5 ) 

( 0 .  8 )  
4 5 . 7 

(N=4 7 ) 
4 5 . 5 
15 . 2  

3 9 . 3 
10 0 . 0  

(N= 3 6 8 )  

14 . 9  
3 . 6  

1 9 . 4 
( 1 5 . 2 )  

( 4  . 2 )  
62 . 1  

(N= l 4 0 )  
3 9 . 4  

9 . 4  

51 . 2  
1 0 0 . 0  

Men 

Total W h i te 

Planned Unplanned Planned Unplanned 

(N= l 6 2 )  

1 0 . 1 
4 . 5  

3 6 . 3  
( 2 4  . 4 )  
( 11 .  9 )  

4 9 . 1 

(N= 7 8 )  
1 9 . 8 

8 . 8  

71 . 4  
1 0 0 . 0  

(N= 4 9 5 )  

9 . 6  
4 . 5  

2 7 . 8  
( 1 5 . 5 )  
( 1 2 . 3 )  

5 8 . 1 

(N= 2 0 0 )  
23 . 0  
10 . 6  

6 6 . 4  
1 0 0 . 0  

(Nc 9 8 )  

1 0 . 1 
4 . 7  

3 7 . 0  
( 2 5 . 2 )  
( 11 .  8 )  

4 8 . 2  

(N= 5 2 )  
1 9 . 5 

9 . 0  

7 1 . 5  
1 0 0 . 0  

(N=2 9 2 )  

9 . 9  
4 . 6  

2 9 . 6  
( 16 . 4 )  
( 13 . 2 ) 

5 5 . 9 

(N= l3 5 )  
2 2 . 4  
1 0 . 6  

6 7 . 0  
1 0 0 . 0  

B lack 

Planned Unplanned 

( N= 6 4 )  

1 0 . 1  
3 . 2  

3 2 . 8  
( 2 0 .  7 )  
( 1 2 . 1) 

53 . 9  

(N= Z 6 )  
2 1 . 9 

7 . 0  

7 1 . 1 
10 0 . 0  

(N= 2 0 3 )  

8 . 1  
3 . 4  

1 8 . 0  
( 10 . 4 )  

( 7 .  6 )  
7 0 . 5 

(Nc 6 5 )  
2 7 . 4  
1 1 . 6  

61 . 0  
1 0 0 . 0 

Sou rce : Spec ial tabu lations f rom the 1 9 8 2  N a t ional S u rvey of Fami ly Growt h ,  Cycle I I I , conducted by the National Center for Health 
Sta t i st ic s ,  DHHS ;  M. Z e l n i k  and F ,K .  Shah, " F i r s t  I ntercourse Among Young Amer icans , •  Family Planning Pe r spec t ives , 1 5  ( a) March/Apr i l ,  l 983 . 
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TABLE 2 . 3  

Table 2 . 3 shows the percentage d istr ibu t io n  o f  sexually expe r ienced 
women aged 15 to 19 and men aged 17 to 21 by the type of contracept ive 
method u sed at f ir st interco u r se and the percentage d istr ibut io n  fo r 
tho se u s ing a method by type o f  method acco rd ing to rac e  and plann i ng 
status o f  f i r st i ntercourse fo r 1 9 7 9 .  Data are f rom the N at io na l  S u r
vey o f  Yo ung Women (NSYW) • 

Among women and men , tho se who planned f i r st i nterco u r se wer e  mo re 
l i kely to have u sed cont raception than tho se who d id no t plan f i r st in
te rco u r se . O f  the women who u sed a method at f ir s t  i nterco u r se , the 
planner s  we re mo re like ly than tho se who d id no t plan to use a f emale 
presc r iptio n  method wh ile male planner s  wer e  mo r e  l ikely than tho se who 
d id no t p lan to use a male cont racept ive method . B lac k women we r e  mo re 
l ikely than o ther young men and women to rely o n  a female presc r ipt ion 
method . 
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TABLE 2 . 4 Pe rcentage D i st r ibut ion Of S exually E xper ienced Women 
Aged 1 5-19 By Type of Contracept ive Method U sed At F ir st I nter
cou r se ; Pe rcentage D i str ibut ion Of Those U s ing A Method , By Type 
Of Method ; Accord ing To Rac e ,  1 9 8 2  N at ional Survey Of F am i ly 
Growth 

Pe rcent U s ing 
Type of Method 
Used at F i r st 
I ntercou r se Total* Wh ite B lack 

All Respondents : (N= 9 4 5 )  (N=S 7 9 )  (N=3 4 2 )  
F emale presc r ipt ion 8 . 4  8 . 0  10 . 6  
Female nonp resc r ipt ion 4 . 3  4 . 9  1 . 9 
Male 3 5 . 6  3 9 . 1 23 . 4  

Condom 2 2 . 5  2 3 . 6  1 8 . 8 
Withd rawal 13 . 1  1 5 . 5 4 . 6 

None 51 . 8  4 7 . 9  64 . 0  

Use r s  only : 
F ema le presc r ipt ion 17 . 4  15 . 4  2 9 . 6 
Female nonpresc r ipt ion 8 . 9 9 . 4  5 . 4  
Male 73 . 8  75 . 1  65 . 0  

Condom 4 6 . 6 4 5 . 3  52 . 1  
Wi thd rawal 2 7 . 2 2 9 . 8 1 2 . 9  

*I ncludes races other than wh ite and blac k .  

Sou rce : See Table 2 . 3 
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TABLE 2 . 4  

Table 2 . 4  shows the percentage d i str ibu t ion o f  sexually expe r ienced 
women aged 1 5  to 1 9  by type o f  cont racept ive method u sed at f i r s t  in
terco u r se and the percentage of tho se u s ing a method , by type o f  
method , acco rding to race . Data are f rom the Nat io na l  Su rvey o f  Fam ily 
G rowth (NSFG ) . 

B lack women aged 15 to 19  were mo re l ikely than white women to have 
used no method at f i r st inte rcourse .  Among the u se r s ,  blac k females 
were mo r e  l ikely to have u sed a female presc r ipt io n  method and less 
l ikely to have used withd rawal than wh ite women .  
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TABLE 2 .  5 Pe rcentage D i s t r ibut ion O f  S ex u a l ly Exper ienced Women Aged 1 5-1 9 A nd Men Aged 1 7-21 Who D id Not 
U se A Cont r acept ive Method At F i r s t I n te rcou r se ,  By Reason Repor ted For Not Hav i ng U sed A Method , Accord i ng 

To Plann i ng S ta tu s  Of F i r s t  I n tercou r se A nd Race , 1979 , Me t ropol i t an u . s .  

wome n  Me n 

Planned U nplanned Planned U npla nned 

-

Total Tot al W h i t e  B lac k Tot a l  Tot a l  W h i t e  B lac k 
Reason for Non- u se (N=56) (N=4 2 4 )  (N= 211) (N=213 ) ( N= 71) (N= 2 6 3 )  (N=40)  (N= l 2 3 )  

Wanted p r egnancy 

or d id n ' t c a r e  3 . 5  4 . 6  4 . 7  4 . 5  4 . 9  1 . 8 1 . 8 1 . 4  :J>I 
I 

D id n ' t  wan t to u se .... 

cont racept ivesa 0'1 

31 . 2  8 . 0 5 . 3  1 7 . 0 2 5 . 6 15 . 3  13 . 4  24 . 1  ' 
D id n ' t  k now about 

cont racept ion 19. 8 12 . 4  9 . 2 2 2 . 8  
w 

19 . 3  1 9 . 9 1 6 . 1 3 6 . 6 ID 

D id n ' t  t h i nk about 
co 

u s i ng cont racept ives 13 . 5  24 . 3  26 . 8  16 . 3  15. 7 1 5 . 4 1 7 . 5 5 . 8 
Inte rcou r se was 

not p lanned o . o 31 . 8  34 . 1  24 . 1  o . o 23 . 6  2 6 . 5 10 . 5  
Con t r acept ion was 

not ava i l able 14 . 4  12 . 9  14 .4  7. 8 2 5 . 7 2 0 . 2  2 2 . 0  12 . 5  
Thought p r eg na ncy 

was impos s ible 16 . 2  5. 0 4 . 7  5 . 6  8 . 5 3 . 2 2 . 7  5 . 7 
O th e r  1 . 4  1 . 0  0 . 8  1. 9 0 . 3 0 . 6  0 . 0  3 . 4  
T ot a l  100 . 0  100 . 0  100 . 0 100 . 0  100 . 0  100 . 0  100 . 0  100 . 0  

Note : Too few teena g e r s  planned the i r  f i r s t i n te rcou r se to a l low for sepa rate a n a ly s i s  by r ac e .  

aca tegory inc ludes p a r t ne r ' s obj ec t ion t o  the u se o f  con t r ac ep t i ve s .  

S ou rce : S ee Table 2 . 3 
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TABLE 2 . 5 

Table 2 . 5  shows the percentage d istr ibution o f  sexually exper ienced 
women aged 15 to 19 and men aged 17 to 21 who d id not use a cont racep
t ive method at f ir st intercourse by r easo n  r epo rted fo r not hav ing used 
a contracept ive method , acco rd ing to planning statu s of f i r s t  inter
cou r se and race . The data are f rom the 1 9 7 9  Nat ional Survey o f  Young 
Women (NSYW) fo r met ropo l itan a r eas o nly . 

Fo r bo th males and females r egardless o f  whether they planned f i r st 
inte rco u r se , less than 5 pe rcent o f  tho se no t us ing contracept io n  at 
f i r st interco u r se repo r ted that they wanted to become pregnant or d id 
no t care i f  a pregnancy occu r r ed .  Among tho se who planned f i r st i nter
cou r se and d id not use co nt raceptio n ,  1 6 . 2 percent of the women and 8 . 5  
pe rcent o f  the men , thought pregnancy was impo s s ible , and 3 1 . 2 pe rcent 
of  the women and 2 5 . 6 percent o f  the men said they d id no t want to u se 
cont raception . Among tho se who d id no t plan f i r st intercour se , wh ite 
men and women wer e  mo re l i kely than blacks to ind icate that co ntracep
t io n  was no t ava i lable and mo re black men and wome n  ind icated that 
they d id no t know about contracept ion than wh ite men and women . 
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TAELE 2 . 6  Percent Of Sexually Ac tive Unma r r ied Women Under Age 2 0  By T iming Of F i rst 
Cont racept ion And Age At F i r st Inte rcourse , Accord ing To Race , 1 9 8 2 , Nat ional Su rvey Of 
Family Growth* 

All Races* *  Wh ite B lac k 
Months S ince 
F i rst 
I ntercourse < 15 1 5- 1 7  1 8-19 < 15  15- 1 7  1 8-1 9 < 1 5  15- 1 7  1 8- 1 9  

---

(N= l6 7 )  (N= 2 9 3 )  (N= 7 3 )  (N=3 8 )  (N= lll)  (N=4 2 )  (N= l2 7 )  (N= l 79 ) (N=3 0 )  
0-1 2 2 . 6  3 6 . 9 53 . 3  24 . 4 � 4 1 . 8 5 5 . 6 2 2 . 9  2 8 . 3  4 3 . 6  
1-3 14 . 8  13 . 5  2 0 . 1 20 . 2  14 . 2  21 . 9  1 0 . 4  11 . 7  1 2 . 4  
4-6 12 . 5  5 . 0  8 . 6 12 . 1  6 . 2  8 . 6 14 . 3  2 . 9  8 . 6 
7-12 8 . 0 10 . 0  2 . 7  7 . 6 9 . 5  1 . 4  9 . 2  1 0 . 7 8 . 5 
More than 1 2  42 . 2  3 4 . 6  1 5 . 3  3 5 . 8 2 8 . 2  12 . 4  4 3 . 2  4 6 . 4  2 6 . 9 

*Includes only women who d id not use a method at f ir s t  intercourse but have eve r used a me thod . 

* * I ncludes races other than black and wh ite . 

Source : Spec ial tabu lat ions f rom the 1 9 8 2  Nat ional Survey of Family Growth ,  Cyc le I I I , 
conducted by the Nat ional Cente r for Health S tat istic s .  
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TABLE 2 . 6 

The percentage d istr ibut ion of sexually act ive u nmarr ied women 
unde r age 2 0  by the t iming of f i r st cont racept ion and age at f i r st 
i ntercou r se accord ing to race i s  shown i n  Table 2 . 6 .  The data a re 
f rom the 1 9 8 2  Nat ional Su rvey of Family Growth (NSFG) , a nd include 
only women who d id not u se contracept ives at f i r st intercou r se but 
u sed it at somet ime afte r f i r s t  intercourse . 

The data ind icate that younge r  teenage women ( under age 1 5  and aged 
15 to 1 7 )  we r e  mor e  l ikely than older teenag e r s  to delay mor e  than 1 2  
months a fter f ir st intercou r se to beg i n  u s ing contracept ive s .  Th i s  was 
true regardless of rac e ,  bu t blac k  teenag e r s  wer e  espec ially l i ke ly to 
delay u s i ng contracept ion . Only among whites aged 18 and 19 does a 
major ity i n i t i ate contracept ive u se within the f i rst or  second month 
after init iat ing sexual act iv ity . 
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TABLE 2 . 7  Numbe r o f  Women Aged 1 5-44 Expo sed To The Risk Of  Unintended Pr egnancy , a And Percentage 
Cu rrently Practic ing Cont racept io n ,  By Mar ital Statu s ,  by Age , 1 9 8 2  Natio na l  Survey Of Fami ly Growth 

Number ( in l , O O O s) Pe rcentage Us ing Contr aception 

Widowed , Widowed , 
Never Cu r rently D ivo rced o r  Never Cu r r ently Divo rced o r  

Age To tal Marr ied Mar r ied Separ ated To tal Mar r ied Marr ied Separated 

All women 3 3 , 4 81 8 , 664  2 0 , 534 4 , 2 8 4  8 8 . 1 7 7 . 6 93 . 4  8 2 . 7  

15-24 10 , 0 4 5  6 , 1 4 5  3 , 3 1 8  5 8 3  8 1 . 6  7 5 . 3  9 2 . 8  8 4 . 3  
15-19 3 , 24 4  2 , 853 3 61 b 71. 0 6 8 . 6 9 0 . 0  b 
20- 24  6 , 801 3 , 2 91 2 , 9 5 7  553  8 6 . 6 81 . 0  9 3 . 1  8 5 . 2  
25- 34 14,  0 0 4 l 9 , 5 4 9  2 , 1 9],. 90.  9 ) 9 4 . 2  83 . 9  
3 5- 4 4  9 , 4 3 2  9 , 4 3 2  7 , 667 1 , 5 0 9  9 0 . 9 l 8 3 . 5  92 . 8  83 . 1  

alncludes women pract ic ing contracept ion and tho se no t p ract ic ing cont racept ion who had sexual 
inte rcourse in the last three mo nths and we re no t pregnant , po stpa rtum , seek ing pregnancy , o r  
noncontracept ively ster ile . 

�umber o r  pe rcentage based on less than 20  case s .  

Sou rce : C .A .  Bachrac h ,  "Contracept ive Prac t ic e  Among Amer ican Women ,  1 9 73-1 9 82 " , Fami ly Planning 
Pe r spec tives , ( 16 )  6 (Nov ./Dec . )  1 984 . Rep r inted by permi ssio n .  
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TABLE 2 . 7 

Table 2 . 7  shows the est imated numbe r o f  women aged 1 5  to 4 4  expo sed 
to the r isk o f  unintended pregnancy and the pe rcentage cu r rently p r ac
t ic ing co nt racept io n ,  by mar ital status and ag e .  Data are f rom the 
1 9 8 2  Natio nal Survey o f  F amily Growth (NSFG) • Women expo sed to the 
r isk o f  an uninte nded pregnancy inc ludes women prac t ic ing contrac ep
t io n  and tho se no t p ract ic ing cont racept io n  who had sexual interco u r se 
in the last three months and wer e  not pregnant , po st partum , seeking 

pregnancy o r  non-cont racept ively ster ile . 

These data ind icate that among women aged 1 5  to 4 4  expo sed to the 
r i sk of an unintended p r egnancy , never-ma r r ied women aged 15 to 1 9  were 
the least l ik e ly to be cur r ently u s i ng contrac ept io n ,  whereas the re 
we re no d iffe r ence s  among mar r ied women . 
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TABLE 2 . 8  Nuwber Of Never Marr ied Women 1 5-44 Years Of Age Who We re Exposed To The R i s k  Of An Unintended P regnancy , And Percent U s ing A 
Me thod Of Cont raception, By Race And Age , And Pe rcent D i s t r ibution Of Cont raceptors By Method Of Con t r acep t ion , Accord i ng To Race And Age : 
U n i ted State s ,  1 9 8 2  ( p re l iminary data based on a sample of the household popu lat ion of the cote rminous Uni ted S tates) 

No. Exposedl 

Percent U s i ng 
a Method 

Method Chosen 
by U se r s :  

P i l l  
IUD 
Diaphragm 
Condom 
Ster i1 izat ion 
Othe r 

Methods 2 

Total 

A l l  Races 3 

15-44 

8, 727 

76 . 1  

5 3 . 2  
5 . 0 

13 . 7  
1 1 . 8  

5 . 1 
11 . 2  

100 , 0  

1 5- 1 9  

2 , 8 7 2  

6 7 . 6 

6 2 . 3  
0 . 9* 
6 . 4  

2 2 . 2  
0 . 4 *  
7 . 8* 

1 00 . 0  

15-17 

1 , 0 8 1  

60 . 0  

63 . 7  
1 . 3 *  
3 . 6  

2 5 . 0  

6 . 4 *  

1 0 0 . 0  

18-19 20-24 

3 , 2 9 1  

81 . 0  

56 . 1  
4 . 9 * 

13 . 8  
8 . 3  
3 . 8* 

13 . 0 * 

10 0 . 0  

20-44 

5 , 8 8 5  

8 0 . 3  

4 9 . 5  
6 . 7 

1 6 . 6 
7 . 5 
7 . 0  

1 2 . 7 *  

1 00 . 0  

White 

15-44 

6, 372 

7 7 . 4  

51 . 6  
3 .  7* 

1 7 . 1 
1 3 . 0  

3 . 1* 
1 1 . 4  

1 0 0 . 0  

1 5- 1 9  1 5 - 1 7  

2 , 1 8 8  8 0 3  

69 . 0  6 0 . 2 

59 . 6 '  
0 . 1* 
7 . 8  

24 . 7  
0 . 6 * 
7 . 3  

6 2 . 4  
0 . 3 *  
4 . 4  

2 8 . 6 

4 . 2* 

1 0 0 . 0  1 00 . 0  

1 8- 1 9  2 0 - 4 4  

4 , 1 84 

81 . 8  

4 8 . 1  
5 . 4 *  

21 . 2  
7 . 9  
4 . 2 *  

1 3  . 2 *  

1 00 . 0  

Black 

1 5- 4 4  

2 , 09 8  

7 3 . 0  

5 8 . 9  
8 . 0 *  
2 . 6  
7 . 9  

1 2 . 1  
1 0 . 4 * 

1 0 0 . 0  

1 5 - 1 9  

6 1 8  

63 . 9  

71 . 4  
4 . 2* 
2 . 0  

1 3 . 0  

9 . 5 * 

1 00 . 0  

1 5 - 1 7  

2 5 3  

5 8 . 7 

6 5 . 1  
4 . 5* 
1 . 5 

14 . 5  

14 . 3 *  

1 00 . 0  

18-19 

1rncludes women u s ing con t r aception and those not u s i ng contracept ion who had sexual intercourse i n  the last 3 months and were not 
pregnant , post partum , see k i ng pregnancy , or noncont r aceptively ster i l e .  

2rncludes foam, per iod ic abst inence , withdrawal , douche , suppos i to r ie s ,  and other method s .  
3 rncludes wh ite , blac k ,  and other race s .  

*F igure does not meet standards of r e l iabil ity or prec i s ion ( 3 0  percent o r  more r e lat ive standard e r ro r )  

2 0 - 2 4  

1 , 4 8 0  

76 . 9  

5 4 . 6  
9 . 4  
2 . 9  
6 . 1  

1 6 . 3 
1 0 . 7  

1 0 0 . 7  

Sou rce : C .  A .  Bachrach and W . D . Moshe r :  " U se o f  Cont raception i n  the Uni ted States , 1 9 8 2 . "  Na t ional Center for Health S t a t i s t ic s ,  Advance 
Data f rom Vital and Health Stat i s t ic s ,  No. 1 0 2 , December 4 ,  1 9 8 4 ;  C .A .  Bachrach, "Contraceptive P r act ice Among Ame r ican Women ,  1 9 7 3 - 1 9 8 2 , "  
Fam i ly Planning Pe r spec t ives (Nov ./Dec . )  : 2 5 3 - 2 5 9 ,  1984 . 
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TABLE 2 . 8 

Table 2 . 8  shows the number of never-ma r r ied women exposed to an un
inte nded pregnancy and the pe rcent who u sed any contracept ive method 
by age and rac e . For women u s ing any method , the percentage d i str ibu
tion of type of contracept ive method i s  pre sented by age and race for 
1 9 8 2 .  

Among all never-ma r r ied women aged 1 5  to 4 4  exposed to an u n i nten
ded pregnancy , 3 out of eve ry 4 wer e  u s ing a method of bi rth control--
77 percent of the wh ite women and 73  percent of the black women .  The 
p i l l  was the most commonly used method by all exposed women .  

Among teenage women aged 1 5  to 1 9 ,  6 9  percent o f  the exposed whi te 
women and 6 4  pe rcent of exposed black women used a method . Women aged 
1 5  to 1 9  who were exposed to an unintended pregnancy and who we r e  us ing 
cont r ac ept ion we r e  more l i kely to use the p il l  then olde r women ,  71 
pe rc ent of black teens and 6 0  percent of wh ite teens,  compared to 55 
and 48 pe rcent of olde r women respectively . 
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TABLE 2 . 9  Numbe r And Pe rcentage D i str ibutio n  Of H ispan ic And 
Non-H ispanic Women Aged 1 5  To 1 9  (All Mar ital Statu ses) Cu r rently 
Expo sed To The R isk Of Unintended Pregnancy By Cu r r ent 
Co ntracept ive Statu s ,  1 9 8 2  N at io nal Survey o f  Family Growth . 

Non-H ispanic 

To tal H i spanic B lac k Wh ite & Othe r 

No . curr ently expo sed 3 2 4 4  2 9 0  6 3 0  2 , 3 2 4  
( in 1 ,  O O O s )  

To tal 100 100  100  100  
U s ing co nt racept ion 71 6 8  6 6  7 3  
No cont raception 29 32 35  27  

Use r s  Only 
No . 23 0 2  1 9 7  4 1 3  1 6 9 2  

To tal 100  100  100  100  
Pill  64 63 70 63 
IUD , ster i l i zation 2 9 5 0 
Co ndom 21 15 13 2 3  
D iaphr agm 6 5 2 7 
Othe r 8 8 10 7 

Sou rce : A .  To rres and S .  S ingh ,  H i spanic Ado le scents and 
Co nt raceptio n :  An Analyses of Data f rom the 1 9 8 2  National Survey 
o f  F am i ly Growth Paper pre sented at the A nnual Meet ing of the APHA , 
1 9 8 5 .  
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TABLE 2 . 9 

Table 2 . 9  presents the est imated number and percentage d i str ibu t ion 
of  H i spanic and non-H ispanic women aged 1 5  to 1 9  cur rently expo sed to 
the r i sk o f  an unintended p regnancy by cur rent contracept ive use 
status .  Thes e  data are f rom the 1 9 8 2  Nat ional Survey o f  F am i ly Growth 
(NSFG ) , and they are catego r i zed by ethn ic ity , no t by race . Thu s ,  
pe r sons of  H i spanic o r ig in may b e  black o r  white , bu t blac k ,  wh ite 
and o ther pe r sons canno t  be o f  H i span ic o r ig in .  The def in i t io n  o f  
expo su r e  to the r i sk o f  an un intended pregnancy is  the same as  that 
p rovided fo r T able 1 . 7 .  

Amo ng H ispanic women aged 1 5  to 1 9  expo sed to the r i sk o f  an un
intended pregnancy,  68 percent were us ing some fo rm o f  contraceptio n .  
Th is p ropo r t io n  i s  slightly h ighe r  than fo r non-h ispanic blac k s  and 
s l ightly lowe r than fo r non-H ispanic whites and othe r s ,  but d ifferences 
are very small . 

H ispanic women aged 1 5  to 19 expo sed to the r isk o f  an unintended 
pregnancy and u s ing cont racept ion were as l ikely as non-H i span ic wh ites 
and o ther s  to u se the p i l l  and mo re l i kely than non-H ispan ic blac k s  
and non-H ispan ic wh ites and o thers to use the IUD o r  ste r i l izatio n. 
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TABLE 2 . 1 0 Percent Of Never-Ma r r ied Women Aged 1 5- 1 9  Who Cor rec tly Perce ived The T ime Of Gr eatest Pr egnancy R isk 
With in The Menst rual Cyc le , By Age , Race A nd Sexu a l  Expe r ience , 1 9 7 6  A nd 1 9 71 

-

Race and S exual Exper ience 

Wh i te B l ack 

All Exper i- Not E x- Exper i- Not E x-
Tota l  enced per ienced Tota l  enced per ienced 

E xpe r i- Not ex-
Age Tota l  enced per ienced % N % N % N % N % N % N 

:too 
I 

lJ1 
0'\ 

1 9 7 6  
........ 

1 5- 1 9  40 . 6  4 7 . 3  3 6 . 9  4 3 . 9  1 , 1 94 53 . 2  3 6 5  3 9 . 8 8 2 9  2 3 . 5  6 4 6  2 4 . 0  4 0 5  2 2 . 8  2 4 1  
1 5  2 9 . 5  33 . 5  2 8 . 6 3 0 . 5 2 7 2  4 0 . 5  3 7  2 8 . 9 2 3 5  2 2 . 7  1 3 2  1 7 . 6 51 2 5 . 9 81 "'" 

0 
16 3 3 . 5  4 2 . 8  30 . 3  3 9 . 8 2 8 9  5 0 . 8 6 5  3 6 . 6 2 2 4  1 8 . 0 1 3 3  1 7 . 4 6 9  1 8 . 8 4 4  <X> 

1 7  4 7.  0 5 1 . 7 4 3 . 7  4 8 . 0  2 71 51 . 0  9 8  46 . 2  1 7 3  2 6 . 6 1 3 9  2 8 . 4  9 5  2 2 . 7  4 4  
1 8  4 9 . 2 52 . 7  4 6 . 3 52 . 6  2 1 5  5 7 . 0 9 3  4 9 . 2  1 2 2  2 2 . 3  1 3 9  2 3 . 1  104 2 0 . 0  3 5  
1 9  4 8 . 6  4 6 . 7 5 1 . 1 5 6 . 5 147 5 9 . 7 7 2  53 . 3  7 5  2 9 . 1 1 0 3  2 9 . 1 8 6  2 9 . 4  17 

1 9 71 
1 5- 1 9  3 7 . 6 4 1 . 6 ' 3 6 . 1 4 0 . 2 2 , 62 4  50 . 2  5 6 2  37 . 5  2 , 06 2  1 6 . 0  1 , 3 3 3  1 6 . 3  6 8 1  1 5 . 8  6 5 2  
1 5  2 8 . 0 32 . 8  2 8 . 0  2 9 . 5 640 4 1 . 4  70 2 8 . 1 5 7 0  1 6 . 1 3 4 1  14 . 4  1 0 4  1 6 . 9  2 3 7  
1 6  3 4 . 0  3 5 . 3  3 3 . 7  36 . 7  6 5 9  4 1 . 4  1 1 1  35 . 8  5 4 8  1 5 . 4  3 1 9  1 5 . 6 147 1 5 . 1 1 7 2  
17 3 8 . 7 4 1 . 6 3 7 . 6 4 2 . 7 644 5 1 . 8 1 4 1  4 0 . 2  5 0 3  1 6 . 3  2 9 5  1 6 . 8  173 1 5 . 6  1 2 2  
1 8  4 4 . 5  4 6 . 7 4 3 . 2  4 8 . 9  3 9 5  56 . 2  1 2 8  45 . 3  2 6 7  1 5 . 0 2 2 7  1 6 . 9 1 4 2  1 1 . 8 8 5  
1 9  4 8 . 5 4 5 . 8 5 0 . 8  54 . 6  2 8 6  5 5 . 4  1 1 2  54 . 0  1 7 4  1 8 . 5 1 5 1  1 7 . 4  115 2 2 . 2  3 6  

Sou rce : M .  Z e l n i k  & J . F .  K a ntne r ,  "Sexual and Cont r acept ive Exper ience of Young U nma r r ied women i n  the U n i ted State s ,  
1976 and 1 971 , "  F am i ly Planning Perspect ives , 9 ( a) ( M a rc h/Ap r i l) , 1 9 7 7 . Rep r i nted by permission.  
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TABLE 2 . 1 0  

Table 2 . 10 p re sents the percent o f  neve r-ma r r ied women aged 15  to 
1 9  who cor r ec tly pe rce ived the time of g reatest r i sk of pregnancy 
within the menstrual cyc le by age ,  race and sexual exper ience fo r 1 9 71 
and 1 9 7 6 .  Data are from the Nat ional S urvey of You ng Women (NSYW) . 

Overall , a sl ightly h ighe r  proportion of never-marr ied women aged 
15  to 19 cor r ectly pe rce ived the t ime of g reatest pregnancy r i sk with
in the menstrual cycle in 1 9 7 6  compared to 1 9 71 , 4 0 . 6  compared to 3 7 . 6 .  
I n  both yea r s ,  sexually expe r ienced young women we re more l ikely than 
women not sexually exper ienced to perce ive the t ime of g reatest preg
nancy r i sk within the menst rual cyc le . Among white s ,  younge r  teenagers 
were less l ikely than olde r teenagers to be aware of the time of 
g reatest r i s k .  White women at all age s  were more l ikely than blac k  
women t o  perce ive the t ime of g reatest pregnancy r isk.  
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TABLE 2 . 11 Standard i zed Con t racept ive-Use Failure Rates By U se r  Charac te r i s t ic s  And 
Method Type : S i ngle Women ,  January 1 ,  1 9 7 9  - July 1 ,  1 9 8 2  (NSFG) 

Character i s t ic 

I ntent and Age l 

Delay 
Less than 1 8  
18-19 
2 0 - 2 4  
2 5 - 2 9  
3 0 - 4 4  

Prevent 
Less than 18 
18-19 
2 0 - 2 4  
2 5 - 2 9  
3 0- 4 4  

Race2 

B lack 
Other R ac e s  

P a r i ty4 

0 L ive B i rths 
1 + L ive B i r th s  

?overt� Rat io 
I ncome 
Less than 100% 
1 0 0- 2 9 9% 
3 0 0% or more 

Method Type 

Pill 

4 . 5  
3 . 1  
4 . 5  
3 . 4  
3 . 9  

1 1 . 0 
9. 6 
7. 2 
5. 0 
1 . 9 

4 . 5  
4 . 7  

3 . 9  
6 . 6  

5 . 4  
4 . 7  
3 . 9  

IUD 

4 . 4  
4 . 9  
4 . 3 
3 . 2 
3 . 8  

10 . 5  
9 . 3  
6 . 9  
4 . 8  
1 . 8 

4 . 3 
4 . 5  

3 . 8  
6 . 3  

5 . 2  
4 . 5  
3 . 7  

Rhythm 

1 5 . 9  
1 7 . 5 
15 . 7  
12 . 0  
1 3 . 9  

3 3 . 9  
30 . 6  
2 3 . 9  
1 7 . 4  

7 . 0  

2 . 3  
2 0 . 6 

14 . 1  
2 2 . 4  

1 8 . 6 
1 6 . 2  
13 . 7  

Condom 

7 . 8 
8 . 7  
7 . 7 
5 . 8 
6 . 8  

1 8 . 4 
1 6 . 3  
1 2 . 3  

8 . 6 
3 . 3  

7 . 7 
8 . 1  

6 , 8  
1 1 . 2  

9 . 3  
8 . 0 
6 . 7  

D iaphragm 

14 . 2  
1 5 . 7 
1 4 . 0  
1 0 . 7  
1 2 . 4  

3 1 . 6  
2 8 . 3  
21 . 7  
1 5 . 6 

6 . 2  

1 3 . 9  
14 . 5  

1 2 . 3  
2 0 . 0  

1 6 . 7 
14 . 5  
1 2 . 2  

Spermac ides 

1 5 . 5  
1 7 . 1 
1 5 . 2  
1 1 . 7 
1 3 . 5  

3 4 . 0  
30 . 5  
2 3 . 5  
1 7 . 0 

6 . 8  

1 5 . 1 
1 5 . 8 

13 . 4  
21 . 6  

1 8 . 2  
1 5 . 7 
13 . 2  

Other 

9 . 1  
1 0 . 1  

9 . 0  
6 . 8  
7 . 9  

21 . 1  
1 8 . 7 
1 4 . 2  
1 0 . 0  

3 . 9  

8 . 9  
9 . 3  

7 . 9 
13 . 0  

1 0 . 8  
9 . 3  
7 . 8  

!s tandard i zed by race , par ity , and poverty r a t io income . 
2 standardi zed by age ,  contraceptive i ntention ,  pover ty ratio i ncome and par i ty .  
3 standard i zed b y  age ,  contraceptive i ntention, race and par i ty .  
4 standa r d i zed by age ,  contraceptive intention, race and poverty r a t io income . 

No 
Method 

3 3 . 5  
3 6 . 5  
3 3 . 0  
2 6 . 0  
2 9 . 8  

6 2 . 9  
5 8 . 2  
4 7 . 6 
3 6 . 3  
1 5 . 7  

3 2 . 5  
33 . 7  

2 9 . 5  
4 4 . 3  

3 8 . 2  
33 . 8  
2 9 . 0  

Source : W . R .  Grady , M . D .  Haywara , J .  Y ag i ,  " U n intended Pregnancy i n  the United S tates : 
The Impact of Contraceptive Method and U se r  Characte r i s t ic s , "  Family Planning Pe r spect ives 
( 1 8 )  Sept ./Oct . : 2 0 0- 2 0 9 .  Repr inted by permiss io n .  
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TABLE 2 . 11 

Table 2 . 11 presents standard i zed contracept ive-use failure r ates 
by u se r  character i stics and method type for characte r i s t ic s  and method 
type for s ing le women . These data are for the per iod of January 1 ,  
1 9 7 9  to July 1 ,  1 9 8 2  and are f rom the 1 9 8 2  Nat ional Su rvey of Fam i ly 
Growth . Failure rates are the number of p regnanc ies occur ing per 1 , 000  
women u s ing a g iven cont racept ive method . 

These data ind icate substantial d i f ferences in contracept ive- u se 
failure rates by u se r  character i s t ic s .  Women under age 3 0  seek i ng to 
delay a p regnancy have lower u se- fa i lu r e  rates than those see k i ng to 
p r event a preg nancy . Blac k  women have h ig he r  u se failure r ate s than 
women of othe r r ac e s .  Women who had more than 3 l ive b i r ths had h igher 
u s e  failure rate s  than women who had fewer b i rths .  women who had less 
than 100 percent of a poverty level income had h igher contracept ive-use 
failure rates than women with higher income . F inally , women u nde r age 
18 seek i ng to p revent a pregnancy had the h ighe st cont racept ive-use 
f a ilure rates r eg a rdless of othe r characte r i st ics of the women .  
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I I I . PREGNANCY AMONG ADOLESCENTS 

Th i s  sect ion presents informat ion on premar ital and mar ital preg
nancy , and p regnancy resolu t ion among adolescent s .  The number of 
adolescent pregnanc ies i s  est imated by comb in ing data on b i r ths ava il
able f rom the N at ional Vital Stat istics with data on abort ions avai l
able f rom the Center for D i sease Cont rol and the A lan Guttmacher 
Institute and w ith an est imated p roport ion of m iscar r iag e s .  These 
d ata are p resented in T able 3 . 1 . 

Data on the number of pregnanc ies among sexually ac t ive women who 
do and do not use contracept ives by race , p r egnancy intent ion , and 
othe r soc ial character istic s  are der ived mainly f rom the Nat ional 
Long itud inal S u r vey of Youth (NLS ) , the Nat ional S urveys of You ng 
women and Men (NSYW/M) , and the N at ional S urvey of Family Growth 
(NSFG ) . Because all three of these su rveys a r e  known to underest imate 
the p roport ion of adolescent women hav ing abort ions , they also u nder
e st imate the p roportions of adolescent pregnanc ie s .  

A-61 I 41 3 
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TABf,E 3 . 1  Reproduc t i ve Behavior : u . s .  Women Aged 1 5- 1 9 ,  1960-1984 

1970 1971 1972 1973 1 9 74 1 9 7 5  1 9 76 

Tote d  B i r ths 3 , 7 31 , 0 0 0  3 , 5 5 6 , 000 3 , 2 5 8 , 0 0 0  3 , 13 7 , 000 3 , 160 , 0 0 0  3 , 14 4 , 0 0 0  3 , 16 8 , 0 0 0  
B i rths 1 5 - 1 9  644 , 708 6 2 7 , 94 2 616 , 2 8 0  604 , 09 6  5 9 5 , 44 9  582 , 2 3 8  558 , 744 
Abortion s  5 9 , 985* 150 , 598* 1 8 1 , 908* 2 3 2 , 4 4 0  2 7 9 , 790 3 2 6 , 780 3 6 2 , 680 
Mi sca r r iaqes 134 , 94 0  140 , 64 8  141 , 4 4 7  144 , 06 3  1 4 7 , 0 6 9  1 4 9 , 12 6  14 8 , 01 7  
Preqnanc ies 8 3 9 , 6 3 3  9 1 9 , 188 93 9 , 6 3 5  980 , 599 1 , 0 22 , 3 08 1 , 0 5 8 , 14 4  1 , 0 6 9 , 4 4 1  

Total Women 15-19 9 , 51 7 , 000 9 , 741 , 000 9 , 9 88 , 0 0 0  1 0 , 194 , 000 1 0 , 3 5 1 , 000 10 , 4 6 8 , 000 10 , 58 5 , 0 0 0  
% Never !>'a r r i ed 0 . 8 8 8  0 , 891 0 . 9 0 8  0 . 8 9 6  0 , 8 9 6  0 . 9 0 7  0 , 908 )"' 
Total Never Ma r r ied 8 , 4 51 , 09 6  8 , 679 , 2 31 9 , 0 6 9 , 104 9 , 1 3 3 , 824 9 , 2 74 , 4 9 6  9 , 4 9 4 , 4 7 6  9 , 611 , 180 I 
% S ina le Sexually 0 . 250 0 . 2 70 0 . 2 80 0 . 3 00 0 . 32 0  0 . 3 4 0  0 . 350 0'1 

N 
Expe r ienced 

....... Total S inqle Sexually 2 , 1 1 2 , 774 2 , 34 3 , 3 9 2  2 , 53 9 , 3 4 9  2 , 74 0 , 14 7  2 , 96 7 , 8 3 9  3 , 2 2 8 , 1 2 2  3 , 3 6 3 , 9 1 3  
Expe r ienced .... 

Total Ever Ma��ied 1 , 06 5 , 90 4  1 , 061 , 769 918 , 8 9 6  1 , 0 6 0 , 176 1 , 07 6 , 504 973 , 524 9 7 3 , 82 0  ...... 
.... 

Total Sexually Expe r ienced 3 , 1 7 8 , 678 3 , 4 0 5 , 161 3 , 4 5 8 , 24 5  3 , 8 0 0 , 32 3  4 , 04 4 , 3 4 3  4 , 2 01 , 646 4 , 3 3 7 , 733 

Pregnancy Rate 0 . 0 8 8  0 . 094 0 . 094 0 . 0 9 6  0 . 09 9  0 . 101 0 . 101 
Preqnancy Rate Sexually 0 . 264 0 , 270 0 . 272 0 . 2 58 0 , 2 5 3  0 . 2 52 0 , 24 7  

Expe r ienced 
B i r th Rate 0 . 0 6 8  o .  0 64 0 . 0 6 2  0 . 0 5 9  0 . 0 5 8  0 . 0 5 6  0 . 0 5 3  
Bi rth Rate Sexu a l ly 0 . 2 0 3  0 . 184 0 . 178 0 . 159 0 . 14 7  0 . 13 9  0 . 1 2 9  

Exper ienced 
Abort ion Rate 0 . 00 6  0 . 01 5  0 . 01 8  0 . 0 2 3  0 . 0 2 7  0 . 0 3 1  0 , 03 4  
Abort ion Rate Sexually 0 . 01 9  0 , 0 4 4  0 . 053 0 . 0 61 0 . 0 69 0 . 0 7 8  0 . 084 

Exper ienced 
Abort ions/Pregnanc ies 0 . 071 0 . 164 0 . 194 0 . 2 3 7  0 . 2 7 4  0 . 3 0 9  0 . 3 3 9  
ADort ions/Abor t ions + B i r ths 0 . 085 0 . 19 3  0 . 2 2 8  0 . 2 7 8  0 . 32 0  0 . 3 5 9  0 . 3 9 4  
Abort ions/Bi rths 0 . 0 9 3  0 . 2 4 0  0 . 2 9 5  0 . 3 8 5  0 . 4 70 0 . 561 0 . 64 9  



Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Risking the Future:  Adolescent Sexuality, Pregnancy, and Childbearing, Volume II Statistical Appendices only

1 9 7 7  1 9 7 8  1 9 7 9  1980 1 9 81 1 9 8 2  1 9 8 3  1984  

Total B i rths 3 , 3 2 7 , 0 0 0  3 , 3 3 3 , 0 0 0  3 , 4 9 4 , 0 0 0  3 , 612 , 2 58 3 , 6 2 9 , 23 8  3 , 6 80 , 5 3 7  3 , 6 3 8 , 9 3 3  3 , 6 6 9 , 1 4 1  
Births 15-19 5 5 9 , 154 543 , 40 7  54 9 , 4 7 2  5 5 2 , 161 5 2 7 , 39 2  513 , 7 5 8  4 89 , 28 6  4 6 9 , 682 
Abort ions 3 9 6 , 63 0  4 1 8 , 790 4 4 4 , 6 0 0  4 4 4 , 780 4 3 3 , 3 3 0  4 1 8 , 740 3 9 5 , 6 6 0  4 0 1 , 128** 
M i scarr iages 151 , 4 9 4  150 , 56 0  154 , 35 4  154 , 910 14 8 , 811 144 , 62 6  137 , 4 23 134 , 04 9  
Pre(lnanc ies 1 , 10 7 , 2 78 1 , 112 , 7 57 1 , 14 8 , 4 2 6  1 , 1 5 1 , 8 51 1 , 10 9 , 53 3  1 , 0 7 7 , 1 2 4  1 , 0 2 2 , 3 6 9  1 , 0 0 4 , 8 5 9  

Total Women 1 5 - 1 9  10 , 5 8 5 , 0 0 0  1 0 , 5 5 8 , 0 0 0  1 0 , 5 0 2 , 0 0 0  1 0 , 3 8 1 , 0 0 0  1 0 , 081 , 0 0 0  9 ,  772 , 0 0 0  9 , 4 6 0 , 0 0 0  9 , 21 9 , 0 0 0  
% Never Marr ied o. 913 0 . 91 9  0 . 918 0 . 911 0 . 9 2 0  0 . 9 2 0  0 . 93 4  0 . 9 3 4  
Total Never �a r r ied 9 , 664 , 10 5  9 , 70 2 , 80 2  9 , 64 0 , 836 9 , 4 57 , 091 9 , 2 74 , 52 0  8 , 99 0 , 24 0  8 , 83 5 , 640 8 , 61 0 , 5 4 6  
% S i ng le Sexually 0 . 360 0 . 3 8 0  0 . 390 0 . 4 0 0  0 . 4 2 0  0 . 4 3 0  0 . 4 3 0  0 . 4 3 0  

Expe r ienced :t:o 
Total S ing le Sexually 3 , 47 9 , 0 7 8  3 , 6 8 7 , 065 3 , 759 , 92 6  3 , 782 , 83 6  3 , 8 9 5 , 29 8  3 , 8 6 5 , 803 3 , 799 , 32 5  3 , 70 2 , 535 I 

0\ 
Expe r ienced w 

Total Eve r Mar r ied 920 , 895 8 5 5 , 198 861 , 164 9 2 3 , 9 0 9  8 0 6 , 4 8 0  781 , 760 6 2 4 , 360 60 8 , 4 54 ........ Total Sexually Exper ienced 4 , 3 9 9 , 9 7 3  4 , 54 2 , 2 63 4 , 6 2 1 , 090 4 , 7 0 6 , 7 4 5  4 , 7 0 1 , 7 7 8  4 , 6 4 7 , 5 6 3  4 , 4 2 3 , 685 4 , 310 , 9 89 
� 
1-' 

Pregnancy Rate 0 . 105 0 . 105 0 . 109 0 . 111 0 . 11 0  0 . 1 1 0  0 . 108 0 . 1 0 9  U1 
Pregnancy Rate Sexually 0 . 2 5 2  0 . 24 5  0 . 24 9  0 . 2 4 5  0 . 23 6  0 . 23 2  0 . 2 31 0 . 23 3  

Exper i enced 
B i rth Rate 0 . 053 0 . 0 51 0 . 0 5 2  0 . 053 0 . 0 52 0 . 0 5 3  0 . 0 5 2  0 . 051 
B i rth Rate Sexually 0 . 1 2 7  0 . 12 0  0 . 11 9  0 . 117 0 . 112 0 . 111 0 . 111 0 . 1 0 9  

Expe r ienced 
Abort ion Rate 0 . 0 3 7  0 . 04 0  0 . 04 2  0 . 04 3  0 . 04 3  0 . 04 3  0 . 04 2  0 . 04 4  
Abortion Rate Sexually 0 . 0 9 0  0 . 092 0 . 0 9 6  0 . 0 94 0 . 092 0 . 0 9 0  0 . 089 0 . 0 9 3  

Exper ienced 
Abort ions/Pregnanc ies 0 . 3 5 8  0 . 3 7 6  0 . 3 8 7  0 . 3 8 6  0 . 3 9 1  0 . 3 8 9  0 . 3 8 7  0 . 3 9 9  
Abort ions/Abort ions+B i rths 0 . 41 5  0 . 4 3 5  0 . 4 4 7  0 . 4 4 6  0 . 4 51 0 . 4 4 9  0 . 4 4 7  0 . 4 61 
Abort ions/B i rths 0 . 7 0 9  o.  771 0 . 809 0 . 806 0 . 82 2  0 . 81 5  0 . 80 9  0 . !1�4 

---

*E st imated number of legal abort ions , wh ich i s  recognized to underest imate the total numbe r of abort ions per formed i n  that yea r .  
* *Th i s  est imate i s  based o n  the percentage o f  abort ions t o  teenagers i n  1982 , wh ich w a s  2 6 . 6 percent o f  a l l  abort ions . 
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TABLE 3 . 1  ( cont inued) 

Sou rces :  

B irth s :  

Abort ions : 

1960 : u . s .  

1965 : u . s .  

1970 : u . s .  

1 9 71-1983 : 

Dept. HEW, NCH S ,  V i tal Stat i st ic s  of the United S tate s ,  1960 , 
Dept . HEW, NCHS , Vital Statistic s  of t he United S tate s ,  1 9 6 5 ,  
Dept . HEW, NCH S ,  Vital Statistic s  o f  the United States , 1970 , 
Nat ional Cente r of Health Statistic s ,  Advance repo r t  of F inal 

Vol I - N at i l i ty .  USGPO : l 962 . 
Vol I - Natil i ty . USGPO : l9 6 7 .  
Vol I - N at i l i ty .  USGPO : l 96 5 .  
N atal i ty Statist i t ic s ,  1 9 71-19 83 . 

1960-1 973 : c .  T ietze,  "Repeat Abor t ions - Why More? " Family Planning Perspec t ives l O ( Sept/Oc t)  : 2 86-288 ,  1 9 7 8 .  
Abort ions t o  teens in 1960 a nd 1 9 6 5  obtained b y  mu lt iplying t h e  est imated number of leg a l  abort ions to all women ( f rom 
T ietze , 1 9 7 8 ,  above) by the est imated proport ion obta i ned by teenagers ( . 3 3 ) . 
Abort ions to teens in 1 9 70-1972 obtained by mu lt iplying the est imated number of legal abortions to all women ( f rom T ietze , 
1978 , above) by the est imated proport ion obta ined by teenage rs in 1 9 7 3  ( . 3 1 2 ) . 

1973-19 80 : f rom s .  Henshaw (Ed . ) , " Abortion Services in the u . s . ,  Each S tate and Metropolitan Area , 1 9 7 9 -8 0 . "  
Detai led Tables - Table 1 .  N .Y . : Alan Guttmacher Inst itute , 1 98 3 . 

1980-81 : from s .  Henshaw , N .  B ink i n ,  E .  Bla ine , and J .  Smi t h ,  "A Por t r a i t  of Amer ican Women Who Obtain Abo r t ions , "  Family 
Planning Perspect ives 1 7 (March/Apr il) : 90-9 6 ,  1 9 8 5 .  

1 982-1984 : f rom s .  Henshaw, "Trends in Abor t ions , 1 9 8 2-1984 , "  F am i ly Planning Perspect ives 1 8 (Jan/Feb) : 3 4 ,  1 9 8 6 .  
Abort ions f o r  teens 1 5 - 1 9  in 1 9 8 2 - 1 9 8 4  obta ined b y  mult iplying t h e  total number of leg al abortions to women of all age s  by 
the proport ion of abortions to teens in 1 9 81 ( . 2 7 5 ) , the most recent year in which that d istr ibut ion is ava i lable . 

Number of teenagers and proport ion s ingle : See attached Table A 

Proportion of teens sexually act ive : See Hof fe rth and Kohn, 1 9 8 6 .  

M i sca r r iage s :  Miscarr iages are calculated as 2 0 %  o f  b i r ths plus 1 0 %  o f  abortions ,  according t o  a model developed by c .  T ietze and J .  
Bongaarts of the Populat ion Counc i l .  

:J>o 
I 

0'1 
"'" 

" 
"'" 
...... 
0'1 
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TABLE 3 . 1  

Table 3 . 1  i s  a summary table of rep roduct ive behavior of u.s. women 
aged 1 5  to 1 9  f rom 1 9 6 0  to 1 9 84 . The sou rce s  of these data are out
l i ned i n  det a i l  at the e nd of the table . These a r e  the most r e l iable 
nationa l st�t istics ava i l�ble on pregnanc i e s ,  b i rths , abort ions and 
m i scar r iages for adolescent women .  

The pregnancy rate for women aged 1 5  to 1 9  dec l ined between 1 9 6 0  
and 1 9 6 5  but then rose stead i ly from 8 7  pregnanc ies p e r  1 , 0 0 0  women to 
1 1 2  per 1 , 00 0  women in 1 98 2 .  Recent data i nd icate a dec l ine i n  the 
p regnancy rate to 1 0 9  per 1 , 0 0 0  women in 1984 . The pregnancy rate cal
culated j u st for sexually exper ienced women ,  however ,  dec l ined through 
the 1 9 6 0 s ,  1 9 7 0 s  and early 1 9 8 0 s  f rom an est imated 4 58 preg nanc i e s  pe r 
1 , 0 0 0  sexually act ive women to 2 3 3  p regnanc ies per 1 , 0 0 0  sexually ac
t ive women .  One re sult of th is t rend wa s a dec rease in the numbe r of 
bi rths per 1 , 0 0 0  women aged 15 to 19 through the 1 9 6 0 s  f rom 88 b i rths 
per 1 , 0 0 0  women i n  1 9 6 0  to 51 bi rths per 1 , 0 0 0  women i n  1984 . How
ever ,  the dec l ine in the b i rth r ate s for women aged 1 5  to 1 9  i s  also 
due to the inc rease in the abo rtion rate . The abort ion r ate for women 
aged is to 1 9  i nc reased f rom an est imated 4 4  per 1 , 0 00 sexually act ive 
15-to-19 year old women in 1 9 6 0  to 93 per 1 , 0 0 0  sexually act ive women 
aged 15 to 19  in 1984 . 
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TA BLE 3 . 2 Pregnanc ies , Abort ions , M iscar r iages And L ive 
B i rths By Mar ital Statu s To Women Aged 1 5  To 1 9 ,  1 9 8 2  

Category 

Total p r egnanc ies to 
teens 1 5- 1 9  

Abort ions 

Miscar r iages 

L ive bi r ths 

Conc e ived post-mar itally 

Conce ived premar itally , 
bor n  post-mar itally 

Born prema r itally 

Number Pe rcent 

1 , 0 7 7 , 1 2 4  100 . 0  

4 1 8 , 740  3 9 . 6 

144 , 62 6  1 3 . 4  

513 , 7 5 8  4 7 . 0  

1 4 5 , 90 7  13 . 4  

11 8 , 6 7 8  1 0 . 9  

2 4 9 , 1 73 2 2 . 8  

Sou rce : See Table 4 . 1  for Sou rce of Pregnancy , Abortion , 
Misca r r iage and L ive B i rth F igures ; O ' Connell and Roge r s  1 9 8 4 , 
der ived f rom the 1 9 8 2  Cur rent Popu lation S urvey . 
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TABLE 3 . 2  

T able 3 . 2 p re sents e st imates of the total number of p regnanc ie s ,  
abort ions , m i scar r iage s ,  and l ive b i r ths by mar i ta l  statu s t o  women 
aged 1 5  to 1 9  i n  1 9 8 2 . 

O f  mor e  than a mill ion pregnanc ies to women aged 1 5  to 1 9  i n  1 98 2 ,  
less than hal f , 4 7  pe rcent , are  est imated to have r esu lted i n  l ive 
bi rths ; 3 9 . 6  percent ended i n  abort ion ; and about 1 3 . 4  percent were 
m i scar r iage s .  Thu s ,  for every 1 0  adole scent pregnanc ies the r e  were 
approx imately 4 abort ions , 1 m isca r r iage , and 5 b ir th s .  

O f  all p r egnanc ies r e sulting i n  l ive b i rths t o  women aged 1 5  t o  
1 9 ,  1 3 . 4  percent we re conce ived post-mar itally , 1 0 . 9  percent we r e  
conce ived p r emar itally and born post-mar itally , and 2 2 . 8  percent were 
bor n  p remar itally . 
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TABLE 3 . 3 Proport ion Of Women Ever-Pregnant Before Age 1 8  and Age 2 0 ,  
1 9 7 6  A nd 1981  

Year and R ace 

1 9 7 6  

Total 

19 81 

Total 
Wh ite 
B lack 

Pe rcentag e  Expe r ienc ing a F ir s t  Pregnancy by Age 

18 

23 . 7  

23 . 9  
2 0 . 5 
4 0 . 7 

2 0  

4 1 . 1  

4 3 . 5  
3 9 . 7 
6 3 . 1  

Sou rce : Calculated by Jacquel ine Dar roch For rest,  1 9 8 6 ;  see Table 3 . 1  
for sou rce of data . 
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TABLE 3 . 3  

Table 3 . 3 pre sents the p roport ion of all women ever exper ie nc ing a 
f i r st pregnancy by age 1 8  and by age 2 0 .  I n  1 9 7 6 ,  23 . 7  pe rcent of all 
women had a f ir s t  p regnancy by age 1 8 ,  4 1 . 1  percent by age 2 0 . In 
1 9 8 1 ,  the proportions wer e  s l ightly h ig he r ,  23 . 9  pe rcent of the women 
expe r ienced a f ir st pregnancy by age 1 8 ,  4 3 . 5  percent by age 2 0 .  I n  
1 9 81 a h igher proport ion of blac k  women than wh ite women had a f i r st 
p regnancy by age 1 8 ,  4 0 . 7 compared to 2 0 . 5  percent and by age 2 0 ,  6 3 . 1  
percent compared to 3 9 . 7 pe rcent , respect ively . 
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TABLE 3 . 4 Pe rcentage of Premar itally Sexually Act ive Women Aged 1 5-19  
Who Ever Expe r ienced A Premar ital F i rst Pregnancy , By Cont racept ive-Use 
Statu s* And Race , 1 9 79 And 1976 , Metropol itan u . s .  

1979 1976 

Contracept ive-Use Statu s Total White Blac k Total White Black 

Alwa:ts U sed 
% 13 . 5  13 . 7  12 . 4  9 . 9 1 0 . 0  9 . 5 
(N) ( 3 0 7 )  ( 16 5 )  ( 14 2 )  ( 2 0 3 )  ( 98 )  ( 10 5 )  

U sed at 1st I ntercourse , 
but not Alwa:ts 
% 31 . 0  2 6 . 2  5 9 . 5 39 . 7  34 . 3  57 . 6  
(N) ( 119 ) ( 73 )  ( 4 6 )  ( 6 6 )  ( 3 6 )  ( 30 )  

Did not use at 1st 
Inte rcourse , but 
at Some T ime 
% 2 9 . 2 25 . 0  4 5 . 2  21 . 7  2 2 . 2  1 9 . 7 
( N) ( 2 4 1) ( 137)  ( 104 ) ( 1 71) ( 9 5 )  ( 76 )  

Never used 
% 6 2 . 2  58 . 8  70 . 3  4 9 . 5 4 1 . 5 6 5 . 2 
(N) ( 2 70 ) ( 10 3 )  ( 167)  ( 2 83)  ( 12 0 )  ( 163)  

*From f i r st inte rcou rse to fi rst pregnancy or marr iage , an interview . 

Sou rce : M .  Zelnik and J .  F .  Kantne r ,  1980 , " Sexual Act ivity , 
Cont raceptive Use , and Pregnancy Among Metropol itan-Area Teenage r s :  
1 9 71-1979 , "  Fam i ly Planning Pe rspec tives 1 2 ( 5 ) , ( September/October) , 1980 . 
Reprinted by permission. 
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TABLE 3 . 4  

Table 3 . 4 p re sents the percentage of p remar itally sexually act ive 
women aged 1 5  to 1 9  who r eported that they exper ienced a nonmar i tal 
f ir st p regnancy , by cont racept ive u se status and r ace for  1 979 . The 
data are f rom the Nat ional S u rvey of Young Women (NSYW) for met r o
pol i tan areas only . As noted e a r l ie r , u nder r epor t ing i s  a concern in  
surveys add re s s ing sensit ive top ic s such as  nonmar ital pregnancy . 

Among sexually act ive women aged 1 5  to 1 9  who r eported that they 
alway s u sed some form of cont racept ion , 13 . 5  pe rcent eve r had a p r e
mar ital p regnancy in 1 9 7 9 .  Of  women who sa id they u sed a cont racep
t ive method at f i rst inte rcou r se but not con s istently , 3 1  pe rce nt had 
a p remar ital p r egnancy . Women who wer e  p rema r i tally sexually act ive 
and had neve r u sed cont raception wer e  the mos t  l i kely to have eve r 
exper ienced a p remar ital p regnancy , 6 2 . 2  percent in  1 9 7 9 . 

Wh ite women aged 1 5  to 1 9  were less l ikely than blac k  women to 
have eve r expe r ienced a premar ital p regnancy , except among those who 
always u sed cont racept ion , whe re wh ites were slightly mor e l i kely than 
blacks to have ever had a p rema r ital p regnancy . 
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TABLE 3 . 5  E st imated Cumu lat ive Pe rcent Of Me tropo l i tan-Area F emale s Aged 1 5- 1 9  With Premar i tal 
F i rst Pregnancy , By Durat ion S ince F i rst Intercou r se , Race A nd Cont racept ive Use Statu s ,  u . s . , 1 9 7 9  

Months After 
F ir st Intercou r se 

3 
6 
1 2  
1 8  
24 

All Premar itally Sexually 
Expe r ienced Females 

Total 

13% 
16 
24 
31 
36 

Wh ite 

14% 
1 5  
2 2  
2 9  
33 

Black 

14% 
20  
29  
3 6  
4 3  

Teens Who Neve r Used 
Contracept ive Methods 

Total 

2 0 %  
2 5  
3 5  
4 4  
5 0  

Wh ite 

2 1 %  
2 2  
3 2  
4 3  
4 8  

Black 

18% 
28 
38  
46  
52  

Teens Who A lways Used 
Cont racept ive Me thods 

Total 

4 %  
5 
9 

1 0  
1 2  

White 

5 %  
6 

1 0  
1 0  
1 1  

Black 

2 %  
4 
7 
9 

1 4  

Sou rce : M .  Koenig and M .  Zeln i k ,  "The R isk of Premar ital F ir st Pr egnancy Among Met ropolitan-Ar ea 
Teenage rs : 1 9 7 6  and 1 9 7 9 , "  Family Planning Pe r spect ives 14 ( 5 )  : 2 39-2 4 7 ,  1 9 8 2 . 
Rep rinted by pe rmi s s ion. 

:J:>o 
I 

� 
1\.) 

'-

� 
1\.) 
� 



Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Risking the Future:  Adolescent Sexuality, Pregnancy, and Childbearing, Volume II Statistical Appendices only

A-7 3  I 4 2 5  

TABLE 3 . 5 

The est imated cumulat ive percent of metropo l itan-area females aged 
15 to 19 with a p r emar ital f i rst pregnancy by durat ion s ince f i rst 
intercou r se , r ace and contracept ive u se status i n  1 9 7 9  i s  p re sented i n  
Table 3 . 5 . 

With in 2 4  months after f i rst intercou r se , 3 6  percent , or mor e  than 
1 out of every 3 premar itally sexually act ive teenager s ,  became p r eg
nant . The d if f e r ence between those who always u sed some method of con
t r acept ion and those who had neve r u sed contracept ion was substant i a l .  
Within the f i r st 3 months after intercou r se ,  2 0  percent o f  the teen
age r s  who neve r u sed cont racept ion became pregnant compared to only 4 
percent of those who had always u sed contracept ion . By 2 4  months a fter 
f i rst inte rcou r se ,  half of the teenagers who had neve r u sed contracep
t ion had become p regnant whi le 1 2  percent of the teenagers who r eported 
that they had always u sed a cont racept ive method had become pregnant . 
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TABLE 3 . 6  Pe rcentage D istr ibu t ions Of women Aged 1 5- 1 9  Who Ever Exper ienced A Prema r ital 
F i rst Pregnancy And We re Unma r r ied At The T ime The Pregnancy was Re solved , By Pregnancy 
I ntent ion And ,  Among Those Who D id Not Want The Pregnancy , By Contracept ive U se ,  Accord ing 
To Race , 19 7 9 ,  1 9 7 6  A nd 19 71* (Metropol itan-Area Teenag e r s) 

Pr egnancy 
Inten.t ion and 
Cont racept ive U se 

Pr egnancy 
I ntent ion 

Wanted 
Not wanted 

1 9 7 9  

Total Wh ite Blac k 

(N=3 1 2 )  (N= ll5)  (N= l97)  

1 8 . 0 
8 2 . 0  

1 6 . 4  
8 3 . 6  

2 0 . 9 
7 9 . 1 

1976  

Total White 

(N= 2 0 0 )  (N= 5 9 )  

24 . 6  2 1 . 9 
75 : 4 78 . 1  

Black 

(N= l41)  

2 8 . 0 
7 2 . 0  

1 9 71 

Total 

(N= 2 4 9 )  

24 . 2  
7 5 . 8 

White 

(N=4 2 )  

23 . 6  
76 . 4  

Black 

(N= 2 0 7 )  

2 4 . 6  
75 . 4  

D id not want 
Pregnancy (N=2 4 6 )  (N=9 4 )  (N= l52 ) (N= l4 7 )  (N=4 6 )  (N= l01)  (N= l8 3 )  (N=3 2 )  (N= l51) 

U sed Cont racept ion 
Did not use 

3 1 . 5 
6 8 . 5 

3 6 . 1 
6 3 . 9  

2 2 . 0  
78 . 0  

2 0 . 6 
79 . 4  

2 7 . 1 
7 2 . 9  

1 1 . 5  
8 8 . 5 

8 . 6 
91 . 4  

9 . 2  
9 0 . 6 

8 . 3  
91 . 7  

Total 1 00 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0 10 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  10 0 . 0  10 0 . 0 

* Inc ludes respondents pregnant at t ime of interview. 

Sou rce : M. Zelnik and J .  F .  Kantner . " Sexual Act iv ity , Contraceptive U se and Pr egnancy 
Among Met ropolitan-Area Teenage r s :  1 9 71-197 9 . "  Family Planning Per spect ive s 12 ( 5 )  
(S eptember/October ) , T able 6 ,  1 98 0 .  Rep rinted by permission. 
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TABLE 3 . 6 

Table 3 . 6  shows the d istr ibut ion of women aged 1 5  to 1 9  by r ac e , 
i n  1 9 7 9 , 19 7 6 ,  and 1 9 7 1  who eve r exper ienced a nonmar ital pregnancy 
and were unmar r ied when the pregnancy was r esolved , by p regnancy in
tent ion , and , among those who d id not intend the pregnancy , by cont r a
c ept ive u se at the t ime of concept ion . Data are f rom the N at ional 
S u rveys of Young Women (NSYW) for met ropolitan areas only. Aga i n  it 
is important to r emember that u nder-report ing of p regnanc ies occ u r s  i n  
all su rvey s ,  and t h i s  cou ld affect conclus ions d r awn f rom the data . 

The data i nd icate that the percent of p remar ital p regnanc i e s  that 
wer e  not intended in 1 9 7 9  was slightly h ig he r  than in 1 9 71- - 8 2  pe rcent 
in 1 9 7 9  compared to 76 percent in 1 971 . B lack teenagers wer e  s l ightly 
less likely than wh ites to desc r ibe the i r  pregnancy as  unwanted in 
1971 , 1 9 7 6 ,  and 1 9 7 9 . 

Among teenagers who had an u n intended p r emar ital p regnancy the per
cent were u s ing contracept ives wer e  mor e  than th ree t ime s h igher in 
1979 than in 1 9 71 , 32 compar ed to 9 percent . Even so , black females 
who had an u n intended premar ital pregnancy were less likely to have 
u sed contracept ion than wh ite female s ,  e spec ially in 1 9 7 6  and 1 9 7 9 .  
Moreove r ,  the g r eat major ity o f  unwanted prema r i ta l  pregnanc i e s  i n  all 
yea r s  and in both race g roups occur red to teens who wer e  not u s i ng 
cont r acep t ion . 
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I V .  INDUCED ABORTION AMONG ADOLESCENTS 

Th i s  sect ion presents informat ion on induced abort ions among 
adolescent women i n  the United State s .  Data on abort ions in the u.s. 
come f rom both fede ral and nonfederal sou rce s .  The Cente r s  for D isease 
Cont rol (CDC ) c a r ry out abort ion su rve illance which includes r eports of 
abortions f rom most State health agenc i e s , some hospita l s ,  or from 
S tate part ic ipants in the Cooperat ive Health Stat istic s  R eg istry of 
the Nat ional Center for Health Stat i st ic s  (NCHS) • Th rough th i s  system , 
tabulat ions of abort ions by cha r acte r i st ic s  a r e  p rov ided to CDC and 
r eleased as an annual su rve i llance report . Th i s  r eport prov ides i nfor
mat ion on the d istr ibut ion of abo r t ions by age , r ace , par ity and othe r 
cha racte r is t ic s .  

The A lan Guttmacher I nst itute (AGI ) contac ts abo r t ion servic e  p ro
vider s and thereby der ives a more complete count of abort ions , although 
no data are g ather ed r egard ing spec i f ic cha r acte r i st ic s  of the women.  
By combining i nformat ion f rom both sou rces one can est imate the charac
ter i stics of women r ec e iving abort ions . For example , the CDC r eport 
of the pe rcentage of abort ions to teenag e r s  can be appl ied to the total 
numbe r  of abort ions reported through AGI . Th i s  i s  regularly done by 
AGI and C DC  w ith some adju stments for d ifferences i n  report ing system s ,  
but it i s  not known how the cha r acte r i stics of women d if fe r  i n  the two 
types of report ing . 

NCHS obta ins some i nd ividual level data through r eports of i nduced 
abort ions submitted to state vital reg i strat ion off ices . These data 
p rovide c ross-clas s i f icat ion of abort ions by seve ral charac te r i s t ic s ,  
such as  age , r ac e  and pa r ity , but a r e  obta i ned for a ve ry l imited num
ber of states . For example , the r epor t based on 1 980  data cove r ed 
only 2 9 5 , 9 3 2  abortions occurr ing in a twe lve state area.  

A- 7 7  I 4 29 
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TABLE 4 . 1  Number And Percentage D i s t r i bu t ion Of Legal Abor t ions,  Abor t ion Rate Per 1 , 0 0 0  Wome n ,  And Percentage O f  Pregnanc ies 

Terminated By Abortion , By Age O f  Women ,  U ni ted S tate s ,  S elected Year s ,  1 9 7 4 - 1 9 8 2  

Measure 1 9 7 3  1 9 74 1 9 7 7  1 9 7 8  1 9 7 9  1 9 8 0  1 9 81 1 9 8 2  

N o .  of Abort ions 7 4 4 1 610 8 9 8 , 5 7 0  1 , 3 1 6 , 7 0 0  1 , 4 0 9 , 60 0  1 , 4 9 7 , 6 7 0  1 , 5 53 , 8 9 0  1 , 5 7 7 , 3 4 0  1 , 5 7 3 , 9 2 0  
Less than 1 5  11 , 63 0  13 , 4 2 0  1 5 , 6 5 0  1 5 , 110 1 6 , 2 2 0  1 5 , 3 4 0  1 5 , 24 0  14 , 59 0  
1 5- 1 9  2 3 2 , 4 4 0  2 7 8 , 2 8 0  3 96 , 6 3 0  4 1 8 , 7 9 0  4 4 4 , 60 0  4 4 4 , 7 8 0  4 3 3 , 3 3 0  4 18 , 5 9 0  
] 5-17 n . a .  u ( 16 5 , 6 1 0 )  ( 1 6 9 , 2 7 0 )  ( 17 8 , 5 7 0 )  ( 18 3 , 3 5 0 )  ( 1 7 5 , 9 3 0 )  ( 16 8 , 4 1 0 )  
18-19 n . a .  u ( 2 3 1 , 0 20 )  ( 2 4 9 , 5 2 0 )  ( 2 6 6 , 0 3 0 ) ( 2 6 1 , 4 3 0 )  ( 2 5 7 , 4 0 0 )  ( 2 5 0 , 3 3(1) 
2 0 - 2 4  2 4 0 , 6 1 0  2 8 6 , 6 0 0  4 4 9 , 6 6 0  4 8 9 , 4 1 0  5 2 5 , 7 1 0  5 4 9 , 4 1 0  5 54 , 94 0  5 5 1 , 6 8 0  � 

I 
2 5- 2 9  1 2 9 , 6 0 0  1 62 , 69 0  2 4 6 , 6 80 2 6 5 , 9 9 0  284 , 20 0  3 0 3 , 8 2 0  3 1 6 , 2 6 0  3 2 6 , 3 8 0  -..J 

3 0 - 3 4  7'2 1 5 5 0  8 9 , 810 1 2 4 , 3 8 0  1 3 4 , 2 8 0  141 , 9 70 1 5 3 , 06 0  1 6 7 , 24 0  1 6 8 , 0 2 0  00 

3 5 - 3 9  4 0 , 9 6 0  4 8 ,  7 7 0  6 1 , 7 0 0  6 5 , 3 50 6 5 , 0 7 0  6 6 , 5 8 0  6 9 , 5 1 0  7 3 , 2 5 0  ' 
Greate r than 4 0  1 6 , 8 2 0  19 , 00 0  2 2 , 0 0 0  2 0 , 6 7 0  1 9 , 9 0 0  20 , 9 0 0  2 0 , 8 2 0  2 1 , 2 6 0  .... 

w 
0 

% D i str i bu ti on of 
Abort ions 
Less than 15 1 . 6 1 . 5  1 . 2  1 . 1  1 . 1  1 . 0  1 . 0  0 . 9  
1 5 - 1 9  3 1 . 2  3 1 . 0 3 0 . 1  2 9 . 7 2 9 . 7 2 8 . 6  2 7 . 5  2 6 . 6 
15-1 7 n . a .  u ( 1 2 .  6 )  ( 12 . 0 )  ( 11 . 9 ) ( 11 . 8 )  ( 11 . 2 )  ( 10 . 7 ) 
18-19 n . a . u ( 1 7 . 5 ) ( 1 7 .  7 )  ( 17 . 8) ( 16 . 8 ) ( 16 . 3 )  ( 15 . 9 ) 
2 0 - 2 4  3 2 . 3  3 1 . 9 3 4 . 2  3 4 . 7  3 5 . 1  3 5 . 4  3 5 . 2  3 5 . 0  
2 5 - / 9  1 7 . 4  1 8 . 1  1 8 . 7  1 8 . 9  1 9 . 0  1 9 . 6  2 0 . 0  2 0 . 7  
3 0- 3 4  9 . 7  10 . 0  9 . 4  9 . 5  9 . 5  9 . 8  1 0 . 6  10 . 7  
3 5-3 9  5 . 5  5 . 4  4 . 7  4 . 6 4 . 3  4 . 3  4 . 4  4 . 7  
G reater than 4 0  2 . 3 2 . 1  1 . 7 1 . 5  1 . 3  1 . 3  1 . 3  1 . 4  
Total 1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  10 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  
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Abor t ion R ate* 1 6 . 3  1 9 . 3  2 6 . 4  2 7 . 7  2 8 . 8  2 9 . 3 2 9 . 3  2 8 . 8 

Less than 1 5+ 5 . 6  6 . 4  7 . 6  7 . 5 8 . 3  8 . 4  8 . 6  8 . 3  
1 5 - 1 9  2 2 . 8  2 6 . 9  3 7 . 5 39 . 7  4 2 . 4  4 2 . 9  4 3 . 3  4 2 . 9  
1 5- 1 7 n . a .  u ( 26 . 2 ) ( 2 6 . 9 )  ( 2 8 . 8 )  ( 30 . 2 )  ( 3 0 . 1) ( 3 0 . 1) 
1 8 - 1 9  n . a .  u ( 54 . 1) ( 5 8 . 4 )  ( 6 1 . 9 )  ( 6 1 .  0 )  ( 6 1 . 8 )  ( 6 0 . 0 ) 
2 0 - 2 4  2 6 . 2  3 0 . 4  4 4 . 3  4 7 . 2  4 9 . 9 5 1 . 4  5 1 . 1 5 1 . 2  
2 5 - 2 9  1 6 . 4  1 9 . 6 2 6 . 9  2 8 . 4  2 9 . 6 3 0 . 8 3 1 . 4  3 1 . 5  
30-34 1 0 . 9  13 . 0  1 5 . 7 1 6 . 4  1 6 . 5 1 7 . 1 1 7 . 7 1 7 . 7  
3 5- 3 9 7 . 1  8 . 4  9 . 8 9 . 8  9 . 4  9 . 3  9 . 5 9 . 3  

)>' 
G r eater than 4 0*** 2 . 9  3 . 3  3 . 9  3 . 6  3 . 4  3 . 5  3 . 4  3 . 3  I 

-..J 
1.0 

% of Pr egnanc i e s  ' 
Termina ted by � 
Abo r t ions++ n . a .  2 2 . 0  2 8 . 6  2 9 . 2  2 9 . 6  3 0 . 0 * *  3 0 . 0  n . a .  

w 
1-' 

Less than 1 5  n . a .  4 1 . 1 4 0 . 9 4 3 . 0  4 2 . 7  4 3 . 3  n . a .  
1 5 - 1 9  n . a .  2 9 . 0 3 8 . 3  3 9 . 3  4 0 . 6 4 1 . 1  4 0 . 6 n . a .  
1 5 - 1 7  n . a .  u ( 3 8 .  7 )  ( 3 9 .  7) ( 4 1 . 3 )  4 2 . 4  4 1 . 7 n . a .  

1 P. - 1 9  n . a .  u ( 3 7 .  9 )  ( 3 9 .  3 )  ( 4 0 . 1) 4 0 . 1  3 9 . 9  n . a .  

2 0- 2 4 n . a .  2 0 . 0  2 7 . 6 2 8 . 7 2 9 . 4  3 0 . 1  3 0 . 2  n . a .  
2 '; - 2 9  n. a .  1 5 . 4  2 0 . 2  2 0 . 8  2 1 . 1  2 1 . 8  2 2 . 1  n . a .  

3 0 - 3 4  n . a . 2 1 . 7  2 3 . 7  2 3 . 5  2 3 . 0  2 3 . 3  2 4 . 2  n . a .  

3 5- 3 9  n . a .  3 2 . 8  3 8 . 5  3 8 . 6 3 7 . 3  3 7 . 2  3 7 . 5 n . a .  

G r eater thari 4 0  n . a .  4 4 . 4  5 2 . 5  5 1 . 6 5 0 . 4  5 1 . 7 5 1 . 1 n . a .  
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TABLF 4 . 1  ( con t inued) 

* Denom inator for tota l abo r t ion r ate is women aged 1 5 - 4 4 . 
* *Based on e s t imated aqe d i st r ibut ion of women g i v i ng b i rth in 1 9 8 1 .  
* * *Nume r a tor i s  abort ions obta ined by women 4 0  and ove r ; denominator i s  women aged 4 0- 4 4 . 

+Nume rator is abor t ions obt a i ned by g i r l s  younger than 1 5 ;  denominator i s  number of 14-year-old females .• 

++Denomina to r  is l ive b i r ths s ix months later ( to match t ime of conception w i th a bo r t ions) and abo r t ions . P r eg nanc i e s  exclude 
m i sc a r r iages and s t i l lb i r ths . B i r ths and abo r t ions are ad j u sted to age of woman at t ime of conception. 

n. a .  - not avai lable . 

Sou rc e s :  S . K .  Henshaw et a l . , F am i ly Planning P e r spec t ives Volume 1 5 ,  N o . 1 ,  J a nuary/February 1 9 8 3 ;  S . K .  Henshaw, e t  a l ,  F am i ly 
Planning Pe r spec t i ve s ,  Vo lume 1 7 ,  No . 2 ,  Ma rch/Ap r i l  19 8 5 ;  Fam i ly Planning Per spec t ive s ,  Volume 1 6 ,  N o .  3 M ay/June , 1 9 8 4 ; 
C h r i stopher T ietze and Stanley K .  Henshaw , I nduced Abo r t ion : A Wor ld Rev iew , 1 9 8 6 , N ew Yor k ,  AG I ,  1 9 8 6 ; S . K .  Henshaw "Tr ends i n  
Abort ions 1 9 8 2- 1 9 8 4 , "  F am i ly Plann i ng Pe r spec t ive s ,  1 8  ( 1) 1 9 8 6 .  

� 
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TABLE 4 . 1  

T able 4 . 1  presents the numbe r and percentage d istr ibut ion of legal 
abo r t ions , the abo rt ion rate and the pe rcent of preg nanc ies terminated 
by abort ion by the age of women . Data are tabulated by the Alan Gutt
macher I nst itute (AGI ) on the bas i s  of i t s  annu a l  su rvey of c l i nics 
and other abort ion provider s  comb ined w ith data on pat ient character
i st ic s  r eported by most states to the Center s  for D isease Cont rol . 

I n  1 9 8 2  ther e  were 1 4 , 590  abort ions to women u nder age 1 5 ,  over 
16 8 , 0 0 0  to women aged 15 to 1 7 ,  and ove r 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  to women aged 1 8  to 
1 9 . Less than one percent of all abort ions were obta ined by women 
under age 1 5 ;  1 1  pe rcent were to women aged 1 5  to 1 7 ;  and 1 6  pe rcent 
we re to women aged 1 8  to 1 9 .  Nea r ly 3 0  percent of all abort ions wer e  
t o  women l e s s  than 2 0  years of age .  

The total abort ion rate in 1 9 8 2  was 2 8 . 8 abort ions per 1 , 0 0 0  women 
aged 1 5  to 4 4 . For young women less than 1 5  yea r s  of age t he abort ion 
rate was 8 . 6  per 1 , 0 0 0  women ,  only s lightly h igher than the 1 9 7 4  r ate . 
The abort ion r ate for women aged 1 5  to 1 9 ,  howeve r ,  inc r eased f rom 2 7  
to 4 3  per 1 , 0 0 0  women aged 1 5  to 1 9  between 1 974 and 1 9 8 2 .  The abor
t ion rate ( exclud i ng miscar r iages and s t i l lb i rths) for women aged 18 
to 19 has cons i stently been about twice as  h igh as  the r ate for women 
aged 15 to 1 7 .  

The p roport ion of pregnanc ies terminated by abort ion for 1 5-to 19-
year-old women inc r eased by 4 0  pe rcent f rom 1 9 7 4  to 1 9 8 1 , f rom 29 to 
40 . 6  percent . In 1981 , 4 in 10 pregnanc ies among teens ended i n  in
duced abort ion . The proport ion of pregnanc i e s  to women younge r  than 
20 terminated by abort ion was h igher than for any other age g roup w ith 
the exception of women ove r 4 0  year s of age , ( among whom 51 percent of 
pregnanc ies e nd in abort ion) • 

The number of  abort ions , the rate , the r a t io ,  and the percent of 
preg nanc ies e nd ing in abort ion rose rapidly between 1 9 7 3  and 1 9 7 9 .  In 
19 8 2 , howeve r ,  the abort ion r ate and ratio,  and the number of abort ions 
obtai ned by teenag e r s  dec l i ned slig htly . 
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TABLE 4 . 2 Percent Change I n  Abo r t ion Rate s And I n  The Number Of P r eg nanc i e s  Terminated By Abor t ions By Age 

Group , 1 9 7 4  T o  1 9 7 8 ,  1 9 7 9  To 1 9 8 1 ,  1 9 8 1  To 1 9 8 2  

% Change 1 9 7 4 - 7 8  % Change 1 9 79 - 81 % Change 1 9 81- 8 2  

I n  % Of In % Of In % Of 
I n  Pr egnanc i e s  I n  Pr egnanc i e s  I n  Pregnanc i e s  

Abo r t ion T e rm i nated By Abo r t ion Termina ted By Abo r t ion T e r m inated By 

Age G roup Rate Abo r t ions Rate Abo r t ions Rate Abo r t ions 

Less than 1 5  + 1 7  n . a .  +4 + 0 . 7  -3 n . a .  

1 5 -1 9  + 4 8  + 3 6  + 2  0 - 1  n . a .  

2 0 - 2 4  +5 5 +4 4 + 2  + 3  - 0 . 2  n . a .  

2 5- 2 9  +4 5 + 3 5  +6 +5 + 0 . 3  n . a .  

3 0 - 3 4  + 2 6  + 8  + 7  + 5  0 n . a .  

3 5- 3 9  + 1 7  + 1 8  + 1  +0 . 5  - 2  n . a .  

Greater than 4 0  +9 + 1 6  0 + 1  - 3  n . a .  

n . a .  - not ava i lable 

Sou rce : See T able 4 . 1  
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TABLE 4 . 2  

The percent c hange in abort ion r ates and i n  the number of p r eg
nanc ies terminated by abort ion f rom 1 9 7 4  to 1 9 8 2  by age a r e  shown in 
T able 4 . 2 .  A s  in T able 4 . 1 ,  data a r e  f rom the A lan Guttmacher 
Inst itute and the Cente r s  for D isease Cont rol (CDC ) . 

The abort ion rate inc reased between 1 9 7 4  and 1 9 7 8  by 1 7  percent 
among women younger than age 1 5 ,  4 8  pe rcent among women aged 1 5  to 19 
and 55 percent among women aged 20 to 2 4 . The i nc rease i n  the p ropor
t ion of pregnanc ies terminated by abort ion wa s 3 6  pe rcent for women 
aged 1 5  to 1 9 ,  and 4 4  percent for women aged 2 0  to 2 4 . 

The changes i n  the abort ion r at e  and i n  the pe rcent of preg nanc ie s 
terminated by abort ion wer e  much lower between 1 9 7 9  and 1 9 8 1 .  The 
abortion rate inc reased by 4 pe rcent for women under age 15 from 1 9 7 9  
t o  1 9 81 , by 2 percent for women aged 1 5  to 1 9 ,  and 2 percent f o r  women 
aged 2 0  to 24 . The proport ion of pregnanc i e s  term inated by abort ion 
rose less than one percent between 1 9 7 9  and 1 9 8 1  for young women under 
age 1 5 ,  not at all for women aged 15 to 1 9 ,  and 3 pe rcent for women 
aged 20 to 2 4 . 

For all women u nder age 2 0 , the r e  were sl ight dec reases i n  the 
abort ion rates between 1 9 8 1  and 1 9 82 . Data on the pe rcent of preg
nanc ies terminated by abort ion for 1 9 8 2  wer e  not ava ilable . 



Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Risking the Future:  Adolescent Sexuality, Pregnancy, and Childbearing, Volume II Statistical Appendices only

A- 8 4  1 4 3 6  

TABLE 4 . 3 Abort ion Rate* Per 1 , 0 0 0  Women ,  By 
Age-g roup And Race , Accord ing To Mar ital 
Statu s ,  1 9 79-81 

Character ist ics Mar r ied Unmar r ied 

Age-G roup and Race 

All Races* * 
Less than 1 5 * * *  8 . 4  
15-19 1 7 . 7 3 1 . 3  
15-17 15 . 4  2 1 . 7  
18-19 1 8 . 4  4 7 . 0 
20-24 14 . 1  50 . 3  
2 5- 2 9  9 . 4  4 1 . 6 
3 0-34 6 . 0 2 5 . 7  
35-39 2 . 7  9 . 0 

Wh ite 6 . 5 33 . 3  
Black 1 5 . 1  4 1 . 7 

Note : I nc ludes separated , d ivorced , w idowed 
and never-ma r r ied women 

*Rate s are three-year ave rages of induced 
term inat ions of pregnancy per 1 , 00 0  populat ion 
of res idenc e .  
* * I nc ludes races other than B lac k and Wh ite . 
* * *The re is no accu rate est imate of the number 
of mar r ied women under 1 5 .  

Sou rces : Abort ions by aged-g roup and mar ital 
statu s--data on 1 1  states (Colorado , K ansa s ,  
Mi ssou r i ,  Montana , Oregon , Rhode I s land , South 
C a rol ina , Tennessee , Utah , Ve rmont and 
Vi rg i n i a) . K .  Prag e r ,  " Induced Terminat ions 
of Pregnancy : Report ing States , 1 9 8 1 "  NCHS , 
Monthly Vital Stat istic s  Report , Vol .  3 4 , No.  
4 ,  July 1 9 8 5 .  
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TABLE 4 . 3  

T able 4 . 3 shows the abort ion r ate per 1 , 0 0 0  women by age and mar i
tal status and by race and mar ital status for 1 9 79-1 9 81 . Data a r e  
p rov ided b y  1 1  states t o  the Nat ional Center f o r  Health Statist ics 
(NCHS )  • 

Abort ion rates in general were h igher among u nmarr ied women than 
among mar r ied women .  The h ighest abort ion rates among unma r r ied women 
were between t he age s  of 1 8  and 2 9 ,  wh i le the h ighest abort ion rates 
for mar r ied women wer e  for those women u nder age 2 0 .  

B lack women were cons ider ably more l ikely to have an abort ion than 
wh ite women ,  part icu larly blac k  mar r ied women .  The abort ion rates for 
black women for the 1 9 79-1 9 8 1  per iod wer e  1 5 . 1 per 1 , 0 0 0  mar r ied women 
and 4 1 . 7 pe r 1 , 0 0 0  unmarr ied women .  For wh ite women ,  the abort ion 
rates were 6 . 5 pe r 1 , 0 0 0  mar r ied women and 3 3 . 3  per 1 , 0 0 0  u nmarr ied 
women .  
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TABLE 4 . 4 E s t imated Abortion Rate Pe r 1 , 00 0  Women 
Aged 1 2- 1 9 *  By Rac e ,  United State s ,  1 971-19 7 8  

Abort ion Rate 

B lack and Rat io o f  B lack 
Year Wh ite Othe r** to Whi te Rate 

1 9 7 2  1 1 . 7 1 7 . 4  1 . 5 
1 9 7 3  14 . 1  2 5 . 4  1 . 8 
1 9 7 4  1 6 . 0 34 . 0  2 . 1  
1 9 7 5  18 . 0  4 2 . 0  2 . 3 
1 9 7 6  1 9 . 8 4 8 . 1 2 . 4  
1 9 7 7  2 2 . 2  5 0 . 7 2 . 3 
1 9 7 8  24 . 3  51 . 2  2 . 1  

*Based on age at concept ion.  

Rate 

* * I nclud i ng teenagers of all other r ac ial minor i t ie s .  

Sou rce : N .V .  E z zard , w .  Cat e s ,  J r . ,
'

o .G .  K r ame r ,  and 
c .  T ietze , "Race- Spec i f ic Patterns of Abor t ion U se by 
Amer ican Teenage rs , "  Ame r ican Jou rnal of Publ ic 
Health , 7 2 : 8 0 9 ,  1 9 8 2 . Reprinted by permission. 
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TABLE 4 . 4  

T able 4 . 4 shows the est imated abort ion rate per 1 , 0 0 0  females aged 
12 to 19 by r ac e  f r om 1 9 7 2  to 1 9 7 8 . These data are f r om the Cent e r s  
f o r  D i sease Control (CDC) . 

The rate of abort ion per 1 , 0 0 0  women mor e  than doubled between 
1 9 7 2  and 1 9 7 8  for teenagers of both rac e s .  F o r  every 1 , 0 0 0  wh ite 
women the r e  wer e  11  abort ions in 1972  and 2 4  abort ions i n  1 9 7 8 .  The 
abort ion rate was 1 7  pe r one thousand black women in 1 9 7 2  and 5 1  pe r 
1 , 0 0 0  i n  1 9 7 8 .  By 1 9 7 8  the abort ion rate for b lack teenag e r s  had 
inc rea sed to twice the r ate for wh i te s . 
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TABLE 4 . 5  Leg a l  Abo rt ions P e r  1 , 0 0 0  B i r t h s  ( Abor t ion Rat io) B y  Age A t  Concep t ion A nd By Rac e ,  U n i ted 

S ta te s ,  1 9 7 2- 1 9 7 8  

Age L e s s  Than 1 5  Age 1 5 - 1 7  Ag e 1 8 - 1 9  Teenag e r s  A g e  1 2 - 1 9  

Rat io o f  

B lac k & B lac k & B lac k & B lac k & B lac k R a t i o  :J::>' 
Year Wh i te Other Wh ite Other Wh i te Other Wh i te Other To W h i t e  Ratio I 

(X) 
(X) 

' 
1 9 7 2  3 9 3  2 2 1  2 6 8  1 5 8  2 6 4  2 1 0  2 7 0 1 8 6  0 . 7 .1:> 

1 9 7 3  4 1 9  3 3 2  2 4 5  
.1:> 

3 0 1 3 3 9  3 2 2  3 3 8 2 8 3  0 . 8  0 
1 9 7 4  4 2 7  3 9 7  3 8 5  3 4 6  3 8 8  4 4 9  3 8 8  3 9 5  1 . 0 

1 9 7 5  4 8 9  5 0 5  4 5 6  4 5 7  4 4 1 5 5 1  4 4 9  5 0 3  1 . 1 

1 9 7 6  51 5 5 9 5  5 3 3  5 5 8  4 9 1  6 4 9  5 0 9  6 02 1 . 2  

19 7 7  5 6 8  6 1 2  6 0 3  5 9 7  5 2 6  6 6 0  5 5 8  6 2 7  1 . 1 

1 9 7 8  61 7 6 2 9  6 6 5  6 2 0  5 8 1  6 6 8  6 1 5 6 4 3  1 . 0  

Sou rc e : S ee Table 4 . 4 .  
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TABLE 4 . 5  

T able 4 . 5  shows the number of leg al abort ions per 1 , 0 0 0  b i r th s  
(Abortion Rat i o) b y  age at concept ion by r ac e  f rom 1 9 7 2  to 1 9 7 8 .  The 
data on abo r t ions a r e  f rom the Center for D isease Control ( C DC )  and 
the data on b i rths are f rom Nat ional Center for Health Stat ist ic s 
(NCHS) • 

From 1 9 7 2  to 1 9 7 8 ,  the ratio of abort ions per 1 , 0 0 0  l ive b i r th s  
more than doubled for all women aged 1 2  t o  1 9  at conception. The re 
wer e  2 7 0  abort ions for eve ry 1 , 00 0  l ive b i r ths to wh ite teenage women 
in 1 9 7 2  and 6 1 5  pe r 1 , 0 0 0  in 1 9 7 8 .  The ratio of abortions p e r  1 , 0 0 0  
live b irths for nonwh ite { blac k  and othe r)  teenage women was lowe r 
than for wh ite in  1 9 72 . Between 1 9 7 2  and 1 9 7 8 ,  the ratio rose more 
rap idly among nonwh ite teenagers than among wh ite teenager s ,  and in 
1 9 7 8  the nonwh i te ratio exceeded the wh ite ratio for teenag e r s  under 
age 15 and ages 18 and 1 9 .  
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TABLE 4 . 6  Ratios of Induced Terminat ions o f  Pregnancy By 
Race A nd Age Of woman , 1 9 8 0 : 1 2- State Area ( Rat ios Per 1 , 0 0 0  
L ive B i rths .  Induced Terminat ions of Pregnancy And L ive 
B i r th s  Ar e O nly Those Occur r ing I n  The A r ea Among Residents 
Of The Area) 

Rat io 

Age of Woman All Racesa White B lack 

A ll Ages 3 8 8 . 2  1 , 3 3 7 . 7 6 3 8 . 7  
Under 1 4  yea r s  1 , 86 8 . 1 2 , 08 5 . 2  1 , 7 4 9 . 6 
14 year s  1 , 380 . 6 1 , 63 2 . 0  1 , 2 0 0 . 2 
15 -19 years 7 3 8 . 7 78 6 . 3  6 4 4 . 5  

1 5  years 9 75 . 4  1 , 1 77 . 1 7 7 4 . 9  
1 6  years 8 94 . 0  1 , 04 2 . 8  6 73 . 4  
17  yea r s  765 . 4  8 4 1 . 8  6 2 1 . 2  
1 8  year s  7 94 . 1  8 4 7 . 5 6 6 9 . 0 
1 9  year s 6 0 3 . 1  61 3 . 0  5 91 . 5  

20- 2 4  year s  4 1 1 . 6 3 6 2 . 2  6 3 8 . 6  
2 5-29 years 2 4 7 . 7 1 97 . 1 5 80 . 1 
30-34  year s  2 54 . 2  2 01 . 7 5 9 8 . 3  
3 5- 3 9  year s  4 4 3 . 2  3 71 . 0  8 3 6 . 5 
4 0  year s  and over 8 3 7  0 8 784 . 5  1 , 12 0 . 3  

Note : The 1 2-State area includes Colorado , Kansa s ,  M issou r i ,  
Montana , New Yor k ,  O regon , Rhode I sland ,  South Carol ina , 
Tenne ssee , Utah , Vermont , and Vi rg in i a .  

aincludes races other than wh ite and blac k .  

Sou rce : Burnham ,  1 9 8 3 : Table A ;  see r eference s  a t  end o f  
th i s  volume . 
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TABLE 4 . 6 

T able 4 . 6  p re sents the number of  induced terminat ions of p regnancy 
or abortions pe r 1 , 0 0 0  l ive b i rths ( abort ion rat i o) by r ac e  and age of 
women for the 1 2  state r eport ing area i n  1 9 8 0 . The data , collected 
f rom 1 2  state s ,  a r e  prov ided by National Cente r for Health S tat i s t ics 
(NCHS) • 

For women of all age s  and races , the r e  wer e  3 8 8  abort ions per 1 , 0 0 0  
l ive b i rths . The abort ion ratio was h ighest among women under age 2 0 .  
F or women under age 1 4  ther e  wer e  1 , 8 6 8  abort ions per 1 , 0 0 0  l ive 
b i rths , and for women aged 14 the r e  we r e  1 , 3 8 0  abortions per 1 , 0 0 0  
l ive b i rths.  

F or all ages under age 2 0 ,  the abort ion r a t io was h ig he r  for wh i te 
women than for blac k women . Among women aged 2 0  and ove r ,  howeve r ,  the 
numbe r of abort ions per 1 , 000  l ive b ir th s  was h igher for black women 
than for wh i te women.  
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TABLE 4 . 7  Pe rcent of Induced Terminat ions of 
Pr egnancy To Women With No Previou s  I nduced 
Termination , By Age And Race Of Women :  1 2-State Area , 
1980  ( Data I nc lude Only Induced Terminat ions Of 
Pregnancy Occur r ing I n  The Report ing Area) 

Ratio 

All a 

Age of Woman Races Whi te B lac k 

A ll Ages 6 5 . 7 6 8 . 9  5 7 . 8 
Under 1 5  yea r s  94 . 7  9 6 . 0 93 . 5  
15-1 7 years 8 7 . 6 89 . 1  8 3 . 9  
18-19 year s  7 7 . 6 7 9 . 6 7 0 . 8 
20-24 years 6 2 . 2  6 5 . 1 54 . 5  
2 5 -1 9  years 54 . 8  5 7 . 9 4 7 . 1 
3 0-34  yea r s  56 . 4  6 0 . 0  4 7 . 0 
35- 39  years 6 0 . 1 6 5 . 8 4 8 . 0 
4 0  years and over 6 7 . 2 72 . 2  54 . 5  

Note : The 1 2-State area includes Colorado , Kansas ,  
Missou r i ,  Montana , New Yor k ,  O regon , Rhode I sland , 
S outh Carol i na , Tennessee , Utah , Ve rmont , and 
Vi rg i n i a .  

a includes r aces other than wh ite and black . 

Sou rce : Burnham , 1 9 8 3 : Table E . ;  see references at 
the end of this volume . 
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TABLE 4 . 7 

T able 4 . 7 shows the proport ion of abort ions obtained by women with 
no prev ious i nduced terminat ion , by age and r ace of women for the 1 2  
state report i ng a r e a  in 1 9 8 0 .  The data a r e  f rom the N at ional Ce nter 
for Health S tat i st ic s  (NCHS) • 

The large major ity of women ,  reg a rd less of r ace , under age 2 0  
hav ing a n  abortion i n  1 9 8 0  were hav ing the i r  f i r st abortion .  Among 
young women u nder age 1 5 ,  94 . 7  percent had not had a previous a bor
t ion--9 6 . 0 pe rcent of wh ite women and 93 . 5  pe rcent of black wome n .  
Among women aged 1 5  to 1 7  having an abort ion,  8 7 . 6 percent had not had 
prev ious abortion-- 8 9 . 1 percent of wh ite women and 83 . 9  pe rcent of 
blac k women .  F inally , among women aged 1 8  to 1 9  having an abort ion i n  
1 9 8 0 , 7 7 . 6 pe rcent had not had a prev iou s abort ion-- 7 9 . 6 pe rcent of 
wh ite women and 7 0 . 8  percent of black women .  
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V .  MARRIAGE AMONG PREGNANT ADOLESCENTS 

Th i s  sect ion p resents informat ion on mar r iage among pregnant 
adolescents and adolescents who have a f ir st b i r th in the United 
State s .  The focus i s  on the mar ital statu s of the adolescent female 
at concept ion , at b i rth and after b i rth. 

The data presented i n  the following tab le s  a r e  f rom the Cu r r ent 
Popu lat ion Surveys (CPS)  , the 1982  N at ional Survey of Family G rowth 
and the Nat ional S urveys of Young Women and Men (NSYW/M) . They show 
that con s istent with the dec l ine in mar r iag e  among all  teenager s ,  
ther e  has been a n  inc rease i n  the propor t ion o f  teenage women who 
rema in unmarr ied after the b i rth of the i r  c h i ld .  These data permit 
compar i sons by race but not by ethnic g roup . 

A-9 5  I 4 4 7  
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TABLE 5 . 1  Percent O f  Males A nd F emales Aged 1 5  to 1 9  N ever
M arried , By Race And E th � ic ity l ,  1 9 60-1 9 8 5  

Year 

1 9 6 0  

1 9 7 0  

1 9 7 3  

1 9 7 6  

1 9 8 0  

1 9 8 1  

1 9 8 4  

1 9 8 5  

Category 

Total 
White 
Nonw h ite 

Total 
Wh ite 
B lack 
H ispanic 

Total 
Wh ite 
Non-wh ite 
H ispanic 

Total 
Wh ite 
B lack 
H ispanic 

Total 
Wh ite 
Black 
H i span ic 

Total 
Wh ite 
B l ack 
H ispan ic 

Total 
Wh ite 
Black 
H ispa n ic 

Total 

Males 

1 5- 1 7  

9 9 . 1  
9 9 . 1 
9 9 . 2  

9 8 . 6 
9 8 . 7 
9 8 . 0 
9 7 . 7 

9 9 . 2 * 
9 9 . 1* 
9 9 . 5 * 
n . a . 

9 9 . 4 *  
9 9 . 3 * 
9 9 . 6 *  
9 9 . 5 *  

9 9 . 4  
9 9 . 4  
9 9 . 4  
9 8 . 5 

9 9 . 2  
9 9 . 2 
9 9 . 6 
9 9 . 2  

9 9 . 7 
9 9 . 6  

1 0 0 . 0 
9 9 . 0 

9 9 . 7 

1 8- 1 9  

9 1 . 1  
9 1 . 0 
9 1 . 9  

9 1 . 3  
9 1 . 3  
9 1 . 0 
8 7 . 4  

9 0 . 4  
8 9 . 5  
9 5 . 6 
n . a .  

9 1 . 9 
91 . 2, 
9 5 . 9 
9 2 . 7  

94 . 2  
9 3 . 6  
9 7 . 7 
9 2 . 2  

9 5 . 7 
9 5 . 4  
9 7 . 0 
9 1 . 8  

9 6 . 8 
9 6 . 5 
9 8 . 2  
9 3 . 5  

9 7 . 1 

1 5- 1 9  

9 6 . 3  
9 6 . 2  
9 6 . 6 

9 5 . 9 
9 5 . 9 
9 5 . 5 
9 4 . 0  

9 6 . 5 *  
9 6 . 2 *  
9 8 . 4 *  
n . a .  

9 7 . 0 * 
9 6 . 7 *  
9 8 . 5 *  
9 7 . 7 *  

9 7 . 3  
9 7 . 0 
9 8 . 8 
9 5 . 8 

9 7 . 8 
9 7 . 7 
9 8 . 6 
9 6 . 3  

9 8 . 5 
9 8 . 3 
9 9 . 3  
9 6 . 8 

9 8 . 7 

Female s  

15- 1 7  

93 . 2  
93 . 3  
9 2 . 3  

9 5 . 3  
9 5 . 4 
9 5 . 0 
9 3 . 1  

9 6 . 2  
9 6 . 2 
9 6 . 1 
n . a .  

9 7 . 0 * 
9 6 . 8 *  
9 8 . 1* 
94 . 6* 

9 7 . 0 
9 6 . 7 
9 8 . 3  
9 4 . 6  

9 7 . 2  
9 6 . 9 
9 8 . 8 
9 5 . 3 

9 8 . 0 
9 7 . 7 
9 9 . 3 
9 5 . 7 

9 8 . 0 

1 8 - 1 9  

6 7 . 8  
6 7 . 6 
6 9 . 3  

7.6 .  6 
7 6 . 4  
7 7 . 7 
7 0 . 6 

7 5 . 8  
7 4 . 4  
83 . 9  
n . a .  

7 8 . 3  
7 7 . 2 
8 5 . 0 
74 . 9  

82 . 8  
81 . 5  
9 0 . 9  
7 9 . 2 

84 . 7  
8 3 . 4  
92 . 7  
7 4 . 0  

8 7 . 1  
8 5 . 2 
9 7 . 2  
7 9 . 1  

8 6 . 7 

1 5- 1 9  

8 3 . 9  
8 3 . 9  
8 3 . 8  

8 8 . 1  
8 8 . 0 
8 8 . 6 
8 4 . 7  

8 9 . 6 *  
8 9 . 1* 
9 2 . 2 * 
n . a .  

9 0 . 8 *  
9 0 . 2 * 
93 . 8* 
8 7 . 1* 

9 1 . 1 
9 0 . 4  
9 5 . 4  
8 8 . 2 

9 2 . 0  
9 1 . 3  
9 6 . 4  
8 6 . 7  

9 3 . 4  
9 2 . 4  
9 8 . 4  
8 8 . 8  

9 3 . 4  

lH i sp a n ic persons may be of a ny race a nd B lack and W h ite totals 
may i nclude H i span ic s .  

n . a .  = not ava i lable 

* I ncludes males and females 14 years o f  ag e .  

Source : U . S .  B ureau of the Censu s ,  " Mar ital Stat u s  and L iv i ng 
Arrangements" , CPR ,  Ser ies P- 2 0 , 1 9 6 0 ,  1 9 7 0 ,  1 97 3 ,  1 9 7 5 ,  1 97 6 ,  
1 9 8 1 ,  1 98 4 , 1 9 8 5 ;  Stat ist ic a l  Abstract o f  the U . S . : 1 9 8 5 ,  
wash i ngton , D . C . ,  1 9 8 6 .  
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TABLE 5 . 1 

Table 5 . 1  presents the p roport ion of males and females never
mar r ied by race from 1960 to 1985 ( breakdowns by race we re not ava il
able for 1 9 8 5 ) . The re was a g r adual inc rease in the proport ion of men 
who remai ned s ingle unt i l  at least age 2 0  and a rathe r str ik i ng delay 
i n  mar r iage among young women .  The percent of unmarr ied females aged 
15 to 19 rose by about 11 pe rcent and the pe rcent of unmarr ied males 
aged 15  to 19 rose about 2 percent between 1 9 6 0  and 1 9 8 5 .  Most of th is 
inc rease was for 1 8  and 19 year old women .  The proport ion o f  females 
who were s ingle rose by 28 percent for 1 8  and 19 year old women .  

The inc reas ing tendency to rema i n  s ing le was more dramat ic for 
black females aged 18 and 19 than for wh ite and H ispan ic females aged 
1 8  and 1 9 .  Wh ile the propo r t ions of blac k and wh ite 1 8  to 1 9  year-old 
fema les who we r e  unmarr ied were s imilar in 1 9 7 0 , by 1 9 8 4  the p ropor
t ion unmar r ied was 12 pe rcentage po i nts h ig her among blac k s .  The pro
port ion of H ispanic females 1 8  to 1 9  yea r s  old who were unmarr ied was 
consi stently lowe r than for e ithe r wh ites or b lac k s ,  even thoug h 8 . 5 
percentage points h igher in 1 9 8 4  than 1 9 7 0 . The percent inc rease in 
the proport ion of black females aged 1 8  to 1 9  was 25 percent compared 
to 1 2  percent for both wh ite and H ispanic females . 
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TABLE 5 . 2  Percentage Of F i r st-Born Bab ies Born to Mother s  Aged 1 5- 1 9 ,  Conce ived 
E ithe r Mar itally or Extra-Mar itally , By Race , Age ,  and Mar ital Statu s at F i rst 
B irth Accord ing To B i rth Cohort Of Baby ( numbe r s ,  in l , O O O s ,  shown in parentheses) 

A l l  Women Aged 15-19 
Conce ived/born 

in wedlock 

Conceived/born 
out-of-wedlock 

Conceived out-of 
wedlock/born 
in wedlock 

B i rth Cohort of B aby 

1950-
1954 

1955-
1959 

1960-
1 9 6 4  

1965-
1969 

1970-
1974 

1 9 7 5-
1979 

1980-
1 9 81 

( 1 , 3 8 8 )  ( 1 , 73 9 )  ( 1 , 9 5 7 )  (2 , 11 2 )  (2 , 4 3 5 )  ( 2 , 0 61) ( 6 22 ) * 

69 . 9  60 . 6  54 . 0  4 5 . 6 3 3 . 6  3 2 . 5  2 8 . 4  

1 6 . 1  1 8 . 3  2 2 . 4  2 4 . 2  3 5 . 2 4 4 . 5  4 8 . 5  

14 . 0  21 . 0  2 3 . 6  3 0 . 4  3 1 . 2  23 . 0  2 3 . 1  

White Women Aged 15-19 ( 1 , 1 2 0 )  ( 1 , 400 ) ( 1 , 574 ) ( 1 , 633 ) ( 1 , 74 6 )  ( 1 , 4 6 9 )  ( 50 0 ) * 
Conceived/born 

in wedlock 77 . 4  68 . 6  61 . 7  5 2 . 3  4 2 . 7  4 1 . 9 3 5 . 6 

Conce ived/born 
out-of-wedlock 9 . 4  1 0 . 6 13 . 7  1 4 . 5  2 0 . 2  3 0 . 3  3 6 . 8  

Conce ived ou t-of 
wedlock/born 
in wedlock 13 . 2  20 . 8  24 . 7  3 3 . 3  3 7 . 1 2 7 . 8  2 7 . 6 

B lack women Aged 15-19 ( 2 51) ( 31 6 )  ( 3 4 3 )  ( 4 2 9 )  ( 6 4 1 )  ( 54 2 )  ( 1 4 1) * 

Conceived/born 
in wedlock 35 . 1  2 4 . 7  1 8 . 9 18 . 9  8 . 9 6 . 6  3 . 5  

Conceived/born 
out-of-wedlock 4 6 . 6 52 . 8  6 2 . 1  6 1 . 3  7 5 . 7 83 . 2  8 7 . 9 

Conce ived out-of 
wedlock/born 
i n  wedlock 18 . 3  2 2 . 5  19 . 0  19 . 8  1 5 . 4  10 . 1  8 . 5  

*Data are incomplete for th is cohort and may underest imate out of wedlock b i r ths. 

Sou rce : M. O ' Connell and c .c .  Rog e r s ,  Fam i ly Plann i ng Pe r spec t ive s ,  Volume 1 6 ,  
No. 4 ,  Ju ly/August 1984 ; Data are der ived f rom June 1980 and June 1 9 8 2  CPS . 
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TABLE 5 . 2  

The percentage of f ir st bab ies born to mothe r s  aged 1 5  to 19 , by 
race and mar ital statu s at concept ion , and at f i r st b i rth by the bi rth 
cohort of the baby , is presented in Table 5 . 2 .  Data are from the 
Cu r r ent Populat ion Su rveys ( CPS ) • 

Overall , the percent of f i r s t-born bab ies conce ived out of wedlock 
f rom 1 9 8 0  to 1 9 81 was more than twice the pe rcent conce ived out of wed
lock f rom 1 9 5 0  to 1954  ( 7 2 and 3 0  percent respect ively) . Of the babies 
conc e i ved out of wedlock from 1 9 5 0  to 54 , abou t one-hal f  we re bor n  out 
of wed loc k .  In contrast , seven out of every ten bab ies conce ived out 
of wedlock and bor n  between 1 9 8 0  and 1 9 8 1 ,  we re born out-of-wedloc k .  
Th is represents a t r ipl ing in the p roport ion of bab ies born to 
s ingle teenag e r s  ( 16 percent between 1 9 5 0  and 1 9 5 4  compar ed to 4 9  per
cent between 1 9 8 0  and 1981)  • 

Black teenagers were much more l ikely to both conceive and g ive 
b i rth ou t-of-wedloc k than wh ite teenager s .  A lmost two-th i rds ( 65 
percent) of all  f i rst b i rths to black women aged 1 5  to 19  f rom 1 9 5 0  to 
1 9 5 4  and over 9 6  pe rcent f rom 1980  to 1 9 8 2  we re bab ies conce ived out 
of wedlock . Out of those conce ived out of wedloc k ,  seven out of eve ry 
ten babies born between 1950  and 1 9 54 and nine out of every ten bab ies 
born between 1 9 8 0  and 1981 were born to s ing le mother s .  The inc rease 
in the pe rcent of all f i rst born bab ies conce ived and bor n out of wed
lock to black women was almost 90 percent from 1 9 50-54 to 1 9 8 0 - 8 1  ( 4 7  
and 8 8  percent respect ively) . 

I n  compar i son , less than 2 5  percent of all f irst b ir ths to wh ite 
women ,  between 1 9 5 0  to 1 9 5 4 , but about two- th i rds bor n  f rom 1 9 8 0  to 
1 9 8 1  we re conc e ived out-of-wedlock . From 1 9 5 0  to 1954 approx imately 1 
out of eve ry 5 bab ies conce ived out-of-wedlock was bor n ou t-of-wedlock ; 
f rom 1 9 8 0  to 1 9 8 1 , 3 out of eve ry f ive p remar itally p regnant wh ite 
teens we re s t i l l  s ing le at the b i rth of the i r  f i r st child .  The propor
tion of all f i r st born bab ies conce ived and born out-of-wedlock to 
wh ite women nea r ly quad rupled f rom 9 percent between 1 9 5 0  and 1 9 5 4  to 
3 7  percent between 1 9 8 0  and 1981 . 
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VI • BI RTHS TO ADOLESCENTS 

Th i s  sect ion presents informat ion on the number of bi rths to U . S .  
adolescents by the mother ' s  age , race , ethnic ity ,  and mar ital statu s ,  
and b y  the fathe r ' s age and race . Data o n  f i r s t  b i rths occu r r ing to 
adolescent females as well as  b ir th r ates are presented . Also in
c luded are data on prenatal care among adolescent mother s  and infant 
mortal i ty r ates for babies bor n  to adolescent mother s .  

In the following table s ,  the data o n  births t o  adole scents a r e  f rom 
the Nat ional Vi tal Stat i st ics and the 1 9 8 0  Nat ional N atal ity Survey . 
The data on b i rths by mothe r ' s age and race a r e  cons idered to be ve ry 
rel iable . Howe ver , the data on b ir th to father s  are less rel iable be
cause the re i s  a substant ial under-repor t ing of the age of the father 
by adolescent females . Despite these l imitat ions data are p resented 
in orde r to p rovide a rough ind icat ion of the age of fathe r s  of babies 
bor n  to adolescent mother s .  Data o n  b irths to adolescent males and 
females f rom the National Long itud inal Survey (NLS)  are also pre sented 
and the same caut ion on under-report ing of fatherhood by males i s  
re levant . 

Data on b ir th s  to adolescent mother s  of H ispanic or 1g 1n are p re
sented separately to show var iations among mothe r s  of H ispanic or ig in 
and because compar able t ime ser ies of data are not ava i lable for H is
panic o r ig in mother s .  

A-101  I 453 
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TABLE 6 . 1  Number Of B i rths I n  The Uni ted S tates To Women Under Age Twenty By Rac e ,  1955-1984 

All Races Whites Non-Whites Blacks* 

Year Under 15 15-1 7 18-19 Under 1 5  15-1 7 1 8-19 Under 1 5  1 5-1 7 1 8- 1 9  Under 1 5  1 5- 1 7  18-19 

1984 9 , 96 5  1 66 , 72 6  302 , 93 8  3 , 959 105 , 01 6  2 1 5 , 9 3 7  6 , 00 6  61 , 728 8 7 , 001 5, 720 56 , 90 7  7 7 , 4 8 5  
1 9 8 3  9, 752 1 7 2 , 6 7 3  3 1 6 , 613 4 , 0 3 1  1 0 9 , 6 4 1  2 2 8 , 511 5 , 7 2 1  6 3 , 0 3 2  8 8 , 102 5 , 4 3 9  5 8 , 16 0  7 8 , 506 
1982 9 , 773 181 , 162 3 3 2 , 596 4 , 153 1 1 5 , 869 2 4 2 , 0 7 9  5 , 620 6 5 , 2 9 3  90 , 51 7  5 , 3 9 5  6 0 , 2 8 2  8 0 , 2 5 2  
1981 9 , 632 1 8 7 , 3 9 7  3 3 9 , 995 3 , 970 1 2 0 , 913 2 4 9 , 100 5 , 662 6 6 , 4 8 4  9 0 , 8 9 5  5 , 4 2 5  6 1 , 850 8 1 , 4 2 8  
1 9 80 1 0 , 1 69 198 , 2 2 2 3 5 3 , 939 4 , 171 1 2 7 , 657 260 , 4 0 1  5 , 99 8  7 0 , 565 9 3 , 53 8  5 , 79 3  6 5 , 9 6 6  8 4 , 38 7  
1 9 79 1 0 , 699 2 0 0 , 1 3 7  3 4 9 , 3 3 5  4 , 4 0 2  1 2 7 , 9 70 2 5 5 , 8 3 7  6 , 29 7  72 , 1 6 7  9 3 , 4 9 8  6 , 1 3 9  6 7 , 7 2 8  8 5 , 0 7 7  
1978 1 0 , 7 7 2  202 , 661 3 4 0 , 746 4 , 51 2  130 , 9 5 7  2 4 9 , 103 6 , 260 7 1 , 704 91 , 64 3  6 , 0 6 8  71 , 1 8 2  8 3 , 684 
1977  1 1 , 4 5 5  21 3 , 78 8  3 4 5 , 366 4,  6 7 1  1 3 8 , 2 2 3  2 5 3 , 960 6 , 7 8 4  7 5 , 5 6 5  9 1 , 4 0 6  6 , 582 71 , 18 2  8 4 , 008 
1976 11 , 92 8  2 1 5 , 4 9 3  3 4 3 , 251 5 , 054 1 3 9 , 901 2 5 3 , 3 74 6 , 874 7 5 , 5 9 2  8 9 , 8 7 7  6 , 661 71 , 42 9  8 2 , 50 7  
1 9 7 5  12 , 64 2  2 2 7 , 2 70 3 5 4 , 9 6 8  5 , 0 73 1 4 8 , 344 2 6 1 , 785 7 , 569 7 8 , 9 26 9 3 , 18 3  7 , 315 7 4 , 9 4 6  8 6 , 098 ;J::o 
1974 1 2 , 52 9  2 3 4 , 177 3 61 , 2 7 2  5 , 053 152 , 2 5 7  2 6 7 , 895 7 , 4 7 6  81 , 920 9 3 , 37 7  7 , 2 9 1  7 7 , 94 7  8 6 , 4 8 3  I 
1 9 73 1 2 , 861 2 3 8 , 4 0 3  3 6 5 , 693 4 , 90 7  1 5 3 , 416 2 71 , 4 1 7  7 , 9 5 4  8 4 , 98 7  9 4 , 27 6  7 ,  7 7 8  81 , 1 58 8 7 , 615 1-' 

0 
1 9 72 12 , 08 2  2 3 6 , 641 3 7 9 , 639 4 , 5 7 3  150 , 897 2 8 3 , 0 8 9  7 , 50 9  8 5 , 744 9 6 , 550 7 , 363 8 2 , 2 1 7  9 0 , 1 3 2  N 
1 9 71 1 1 , 578 2 2 6 , 2 98 4 0 1 , 644 4 , 1 30 14 3 , 806 3 02 , 9 2 0  7 , 4 4 8  8 2 , 4 9 2  9 8 , 7 2 4  7 , 2 64 79 , 23 8  92 , 4 4 6  ........ 
1 9 7 0  1 1 , 752 2 2 3 , 590 4 21 , 11 8  4 , 3 2 0  143 , 64 6  3 1 9 , 962 7 , 43 2  7 9 , 944 101 , 1 56 7 , 2 7 4  7 6 , 882 9 4 , 944 
1 9 69 1 0 , 4 6 8  2 0 1 , 7 70 4 0 2 , 884 3 , 684 1 2 8 , 156 3 0 6 , 118 6 , 784 7 3 , 614 9 6 , 766 6 , 650 7 1 , 0 2 0  9 0 , 918 

� 
\J1 

1968 9 , 50 4  192 , 97 0  3 9 8 , 342 3 , 114 121 , 166 3 0 5 , 3 3 6  6 , 390 7 1 , 804 9 3 , 00 6  6 ,  3 1 2  6 9 , 594 8 7 , 98 6  � 
1 9 6 7  8, 593 1 8 8 , 234 4 0 8 , 211 2 , 761 118, 0 35 31 7 , 204 5 , 83 2  7 0 , 1 9 9  9 1 , 0 0 7  5 , 7 4 2  6 8 , 1 3 3  8 6 , 410 
1966  8 , 1 2 8  1 8 6 , 704 4 3 4 ,  722 2 , 666 1 1 9 , 8 0 0  3 4 5 , 312 5 , 4 6 2  6 6 , 904 8 9 , 4 1 0  5 , 3 7 0  64 , 9 2 2  8 4 , 81 8  
1 965 7 , 768 1 8 8 , 604 4 0 2 , 290 2 , 44 4  1 2 4 , 294 31 9 , 460 5 , 3 2 4  6 4 , 310 82 , 830 
1964 7 ,  816 1 96 , 2 2 0  3 8 9 , 490 2 , 676 134 , 596 3 0 9 , 762 5 , 140 61 , 624 7 9 , 728 
1 963 7 , 594 1 8 0 , 564 4 0 5 , 890 2 , 584 112 , 0 9 6  3 21 , 212 4 , 814 5 4 , 84 8  7 5 , 662 
1 9 62 7 , 34 0  172 , 836 4 2 7 , 4 6 2  2 , 69 0  1 1 7 , 660 34 2 , 1 7 2  4 , 520 51 , 8 1 8  7 5 , 970 
1961 7 , 4 6 2  1 7 7 , 894 4 2 3 , 826 2 , 808 1 2 5 , 194 3 4 6 , 512 4 , 654 52 , 700 7 7 , 314 
1960 6 , 780 182 , 4 0 8  4 0 4 , 558 2 , 52 4  1 2 9 , 544 3 2 8 , 586 4 , 2 5 6  5 2 , 864 7 5 , 972 
1959 6 , 7 7 6  1 7 7 , 786 3 9 3 , 2 6 2  2 , 572 1 2 5 , 8 2 2  3 1 9 , 548 4 , 2 0 4  5 1 , 964 73, 714 
1 9 58 6 , 64 8  171 , 786 3 8 2 , 41 8  2 , 64 8  121 , 70 4  3 1 0 , 992 4 , 00 0  5 0 , 062 7 1 , 4 2 6  
1 9 57 fi , 960 1 7 0 , 716 3 7 9 , 4 9 6  2 , 64 8  1 2 0 , 040 3 0 8 , 9 3 4  4 ,  3 1 2  5 0 , 676 7 0 , 562 
1 956 6 , 356 1 6 0 , 580 3 5 9 , 84 2 2 ,  3 4 8  1 1 2 , 184 2 90 , 6 3 8  4 , 0 0 8  4 8 , 396 6 9 , 2 0 4  
1 9 5 5  5 , 883 1 4 9 , 722 3 3 4 , 3 7 5  2 , 13 6  10 3 , 503 2 6 9 , 1 7 5  3 , 74 7  4 6 , 219 6 5 , 2 00 

*Data for B lac k s  separ ately are not ava i lable p r ior to 1 9 6 9 .  Blacks included among non-Whites i n  a l l  year s .  

Sou rc e : Nat ion a l  Center for Health S t a t i s t ic s ,  Vital S t a t i s t ic s  of the Uni ted State s ,  annual volume s ;  NCHS,  "Advanced kepor t  of 
F inal Natal ity Statistics" �onthly_Vi!,Al_St.,_t_is_t:ics B�or_� Vol .  3 4 ,  No. 6 ,  September 1 9 8 5  and Vol .  3 5 ,  No. 4 ,  July 1 9 8 6 .  
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TABLE 6 . 1 

T able 6 . 1  shows the numbe r of b i r ths by ag e of mother for females 
under 2 0 ,  by r ace f rom 1 9 5 5  to 1 9 84 . In general , the number of b i rths 
to females under age 20 g r adually i nc reased f rom 1 9 5 5  through the e a r ly 
19 7 0 s  and then began to stead ily dec l ine p r imar i ly due to chang e s  in 
the number of women in these age g roups.  See table 6 . 2  for data con
cerning the changes in b i rths re lat ive to the populat ion of young 
women .  
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TABLE 6 .  2 B i rth Rates By Age Of Mother , By Race Of Ch ild , United States , 1 95 0- 1 9 8 4  ( bi r ths per 1 , 00 0  
wome n ,  by aqe and race) 

Age of Mother 

15-19  Years 

Year and 10-14 20-24 2 5- 2 9  3 0- 3 4  3 5- 3 9  4 0- 4 4  4 5-4 9 
Race of Ch ild Years Total 15-17 18-19 Year s Years Year s  Years Years Years 

All R aces 
1984 1 . 2 50 . 9  31 . 1  7 8 . 3  1 0 7 . 3  1 0 8 . 3  6 6 . 5 2 2 . 8  3 . 9 0 . 2  ::r:-

I 
...... 
0 

1 9 83 1 . 1 5 1 . 7 32 . 0  7 8 . 1 10 8 . 3  1 0 8 . 7 64 . 6  2 2 . 1  3 . 8  0 . 2  ""' 

1 9 8 2  1 . 1 52 . 9  32 . 4  8 0 . 7 1 1 1 . 3  1 11 . 0  64 . 2  2 1 . 1  3 . 9  0 . 2  ' 

1 9 8 1  1 . 1  52 . 7  32 . 1  8 1 . 7 1 1 1. 8 1 12 . 0  61 . 4  2 0 . 0  3 . 8  0 . 2  
""' 
V1 

1 g a o  1 . 1 53 . 0  3 2 . 5  82 . 1  1 1 5 . 1 1 1 2 . 9  61 . 9  1 9 . 8 3 . 9  0 . 2  0\ 

1 9 79 1 . 2  52 . 3  32 . 3  81 . 3  1 12 . 8  1 1 1 . 4  6 0 . 3  1 9 . 5 3 . 9  0 . 2  
1978  1 . 2 51 . 5  3 2 . 2  7 9 . 8 1 09 . 9  10 8 . 5  5 7 . 8 1 9 . 0 3 . 9  0 . 2  
1 9 77 1 . 2  52 . 8  33 . 9  8 0 . 9 112 . 9  1 1 1 . 0 5 6 . 4 1 9 . 2  4 . 2 0 . 2  
1 9 7 6  1 . 2 52 . 8  34 . 1  80 . 5  110 . 3  10 6 . 2  53 . 6  1 9 . 0 4 . 3  0 . 2  
1 9 7 5  1 . 3  5 5 . 6 3 6 . 1 8 5 . 0 113 . 0  1 0 8 . 2  52 . 3  1 9 . 5 4 . 6  0 . 3  
1 9 74 1 . 2 5 7 . 5 3 7 . 3 88 . 7  1 1 7 . 7 1 11 . 5  5 3 . 8  2 0 . 2  4 . 8  0 . 3  
1 9 73 1 . 2  5 9 . 3  3 8 . 5 91 . 2  1 1 9 . 7 112 . 2  5 5 . 6 2 2 . 1  5 . 4  0 . 3  
1 9 7 2  1 . 2 61 . 7  3 9 . 0 9 6 . 9 1 3 0 . 2  1 1 7 . 7 5 9 . 8 24 . 8  6 . 2  0 . 4  
1 9 71 1 . 1 64 . 5  3 8 . 2  10 5 . 3  1 5 0 . 3  134 . 1  6 7 . 3  2 8 . 7 7 . 1 0 . 4 
1970  1 . 2 68 . 3  3 8 . 8  1 14 . 7  1 6 7 . 8 14 5 . 1 73 . 3  31 . 7  8 . 1 o . s  
1 9 6 5  0 . 8  7 0 . 4  -- -- 1 9 6 . 8 1 62 . 5  9 5 . 0 4 6 . 4  12 . 8  0 . 8  
1960  0 . 8 89 . 1  -- -- 2 5 8 . 1 1 9 7 . 4  1 1 2 . 7  5 6 . 2  1 5 . 5 0 . 9  
1 9 5 5  0 . 9  90 . 3  -- -- 2 4 1 . 6 1 9 0 . 2  1 1 6 . 0 5 8 . 6 1 6 . 1 1 . 0 
1950  1 . 0 81 . 6  -- -- 196 . 6  1 6 6 . 1 1 0 3 . 7  5 2 . 9  1 5 . 1 1 . 2  
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Wh ite 
1984 0 . 6  4 2 . 5  23 . 9  6 8 . 1 1 01 . 4  107 . 7  6 6 . 1 21 . 7  3 . 5  0 . 2  

1 9 8 3  0 . 6  4 3 . 6  24 . 8  6 8 . 3  1 0 2 . 6  1 0 8 . 0 64 . 0  2 1 . 0 3 . 5  0 . 2  

1982  0 . 6 44 . 6  2 5 . 2  7 0 . 8  10 5 . 9 1 1 0 . 3  6 3 . 3  20 . 0  3 . 5  0 . 2  

1 9 81 0 . 5  44 . 6  2 5 . 1  71. 9 1 0 6 . 3  111 . 3  6 0 . 2  1 8 . 7 3 . 4 0 . 2 

1980  0 . 6 44 . 7  2 5 . 2 72 . 1  109 . 5 1 1 2 . 4  6 0 . 4  1 8 . 5 3 . 4  0 . 2  

1 9 7 9  0 . 6  43 . 7  24 . 7  71. 0 1 0 7 . 0 ll O .  8 5 9 . 0 1 8 . 3  3 . 5 0 . 2  

1978  0 . 6  4 2 . 9  24 . 9  6 9 . 4  104 . 1  1 0 7 . 9 5 6 . 6 1 7 . 7 3 . 5  0 . 2  

1 9 7 7  0 . 6  44 . 1  2 6 . 1 7 0 . 5 1 0 7 . 7 11 0 . 9  5 5 . 3  1 8 . 0 3 . 8  0 . 2  

1 9 7 6  0 . 6  44 . 1  2 6 . 3 70 . 2  10 5 . 3  10 5 . 9  5 2 . 6  1 7 . 8 3 . 9  0 . 2  

1 9 75 0 . 6  4 6 . 4 2 8 . 0 74 . 0  10 8 . 2  1 0 8 . 1 5 1 . 3  1 8 . 2  4 . 2 0 . 2  

1974 0 . 6  4 7 . 9 2 8 . 7 7 7 . 3  113 . 0  1 11 . 8 52 . 9  1 8 . 9 4 . 4 0 . 2  

1 9 73 0 . 6  4 9 . 0  2 9 . 2  7 9 . 3  ll4 . 4  112 . 3  54 . 4  2 0 . 7  4 . 9  0 . 3 

1972  0 . 5  51 . 0  2 9 . 3  84 . 3  1 24 . 8  1 1 7 . 4  5 8 . 4  23 . 3  5 . 6 0 . 3  :x:-
I 

1 9 71 0 . 5  53 . 6  2 8 . 5 9 2 . 3  144 . 9  134 . 0  6 5 . 4  2 6 . 9 6 . 4  0 . 4 ...... 
0 

1 9 70 0 . 5  5 7 . 4  29 . 2  101 . 5  163 . 4  14 5 . 9 71 . 9  3 0 . 0  7 . 5 0 . 4  lJ1 

1 9 6 5  0 . 3 6 0 . 7 -- -- 1 8 9 . 8 1 5 8. 8 91 . 7  44 . 1  12 . 0  0 . 7  -....... 

1960 0 . 4  7 9 . 4  - - -- 2 5 2 . 8  194 . 9  109 . 6  54 . 0  14 . 7  0 . 8  ""' 
lJ1 

1 9 55 0 . 3  7 9 . 1  -- -- 2 3 5 . 8 1 8 6 . 6 114 . 0  5 6 . 7 1 5 . 4  0 . 9  -..! 

1950 0 . 4  70 . 0  - - -- 190 . 4  1 65 . 1 1 0 2 . 6  51 . 4  14 . 5  1 . 0  

Black 
1984 4 . 3 9 5 . 7 6 9 . 7  1 3 2  . o  13 7 . 9 103 . 2  5 9 . 5 2 4 . 8  5 . 1 0 . 2  

1 9 8 3  4 . 1  9 5 . 5 70 . 1  1 3 0 . 4  1 3 7 . 7 103 . 4  5 9 . 2  24 . 7  5 . 2  0 . 3 

1 982  4 . 1  9 7 . 0 71 . 2  133 . 3  13 9 . 1  10 6 . 9 6 0 . 4  24 . 2  5 . 4  0 . 4  

1 9 81 4 . 1  9 7 . 1 7 0 . 6 1 3 5 . 9 1 4 1 . 2  10 8 . 3  6 0 . 4  24 . 2  5 . 6  0 . 3  

1 9 8 0  4 . 3  100 . 0  73 . 6  13 8 . 8 14 6 . 3  1 0 9 . 1 6 2 . 9  24 . 5  5 . 8  0 . 3  

1 9 79 4 . 6  1 0 1 . 7 7 5 . 7 14 0 . 4  14 6 . 3  10 8 . 2  6 0 . 7 24 . 7  6 . 1 0 . 4 

1978  4 . 4 100 . 9  7 5 . 0 13 9 . 7  143 . 8  1 0 5 . 4  5 8 . 3  24 . 3  6 . 1 0 . 4  

1 9 7 7  4 . 7  1 04 . 7  7 9 . 6 142 . 9  144 . 4  10 6 . 4  5 7 . 5 2 5 . 4  6 . 6 0 . 5  

1 9 7 6  4 . 7  104 . 9  8 0 . 3  1 4 2 . 5  14 0 . 5 1 01 . 6  53 . 6  2 4 . 8  6 . 8 0 . 5  

1 9 7 5  5 . 1 111. 8 8 5 . 6 1 5 2 . 4  142 . 8  102 . 2  53 . 1  2 5 . 6 7 . 5 0 . 5  



Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Risking the Future:  Adolescent Sexuality, Pregnancy, and Childbearing, Volume II Statistical Appendices only

TABLE 6 . 2  ( cont inued ) 

Age of Mother 

1 5-1 9 Years 

Year and 10-1 4 20- 24  2 5- 2 9  30-34 35-39 40-44  4 5- 4 9  :J:ol 
Race of Ch ild Years Total 15-17 18-19 Year s Year s Year s Years Years Years 

I 
f-' 
0 
0'1 
'-

1 9 74 5 o 0  1 1 6 o  5 9 0 o 0  1 5 8 o 7 1 4 6 o  7 102 o 2  54 o l  2 7 o 0 7 o 6 0 . � � 

1973 5 o 4  123 o l  9 6 o 0 1 66 o 6 1 53 o l  103 o 9  5 8 o l 2 9 o 4  8 o 6  O o 6 
U1 
00 

1 9 7 2  S o l  12 9 o 8  9 9 o 5 1 7 9 o 5 1 6 5 o 0 112 o 4  64 o 0  33 o 4  9 o 8 0 � 7  
1 9 71 5 o l 134 0 5 9 9 o 4  1 9 2 o 6  1 86 o 6  12 8 o 0 74 o 8  3 8 o 9  11 . 6 O o 9  
1 9 70 5 o 2  14 7 0 7 1 0 1 . 4  2 04 o 9  2 02 o 7 13 6 o 3  7 9 o 6 4 1 . 9 l2 o 5  1 . 0 
1965  4 o 3  140 o 6  -- -- 2 4 7 o 8  1 83 o 2  114 o 9  6 2 o 7  1 8 . 7 1 . 4 
1 9 6 0  4 . 3 1 5 6 . 1 -- -- 2 9 5 . 4  21 8 . 6 1 3 7 . 1 73 . 9  2 1 . 9 1 . 1  

Sou rce : Nat ional Center for Health Stat istic s ,  Vital Stat istic s  of the United State s ,  annual volume s ,  
see Table 6 o l . 
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TABLE 6 . 2  

Table 6 . 2  shows the b i rth rates by age of mother and r ace of c h i ld 
f rom 1 9 5 0  to 1 9 84 . Data are f rom Nat ional Cente r for Health Stati stics 
(NCHS) and u . s .  Bureau of Censu s .  In g ener al , ther e  was a dec l ine in 
the rate of b i rths pe r 1 , 0 0 0  women between 1 9 5 0  and 1984 for women aged 
15 to 4 9 .  The dec l ine was most steep among older women .  The b i rth 
rate for women aged 15 to 19  dec lined by 25  pe rcent between 1 9 70 to 
1 9 84 , f rom 6 8 . 3  to 50 . 9  b i rths per 1 , 0 0 0  women .  Between 1 9 7 0  and 1984  
the b i rth rate for  teenagers aged 15  to 17  dec l i ned by about 2 0  pe rcent 
( f rom 3 8 . 8 to 3 1 . 1  per 1 , 0 0 0 ) compared to a dec l i ne of 3 2  percent for 
women aged 18 to 19 ( f rom 114 . 7  to 7 8 . 3  per 1 , 0 0 0 ) . 

The b i rth rates for black teenage women have cons i stently been at 
least two t ime s h igher than the rates for wh ite women even though 
there was a dec l ine in the b i rth rates for both races.  For wh ite 
women i n  1984 ther e  we r e  4 2 . 5  b i rths pe r 1 , 0 0 0  women aged 15 to 1 9 ,  24 
bi rths per 1 , 0 0 0  women aged 1 5  to 1 7  and 6 8  b i rths pe r 1 , 0 0 0  women aged 
18 to 1 9 .  The se rates had dec r eased by 2 6 ,  1 8  and 3 3  pe rcent r e spec
t i vely f rom 1 9 7 0  to 1984 . For black women the r e  were abou t 96 b i rths 
per 1 , 0 0 0  women aged 1 5  to 1 9 , 70 pe r 1 , 0 0 0  for women aged 15 to 17 
and 132 per 1 , 0 0 0  for women aged 1 8  to 1 9  in 1 9 8 4 . The r ates for black 
women dec reased by 3 5 ,  31 and 3 6  pe rcent respec t ively from 1 9 7 0  to 
1982 . 

The b i rth rates for teens aged 1 0  to 1 4  are low and r ema ined f a i r ly 
stable throughout th i s  per iod . Howeve r ,  for blac k teenag e r s  t h i s  age ,  
the b i rth rate has been at least seven t imes h igher than the r ate for 
wh ite teenag e r s  in all yea r s .  
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TABLE 6 ,  3 Number Of Out-Of-Wedlock B ir ths In The United S tates ( es t imated) By Age Of Mother : 1955-1984 ( females under 2 0 ,  
b y  race) 

All Races Whites Nonwh i tes B lack s* 

--

Year Under 15 15-17 18-19 Under 15 15-17 18-19 Under 15 15-17 18-19 Under 1 5  15-17 18-19 

1 9 8 4  9 , 0 7 5  1 1 5 , 355 14 5 ,  749 3 , 1 9 3  5 7 , 980 7 5 , 295 5 , 8 8 2  5 7 , 3 75 7 0 , 4 5 4  5 , 6 3 4  5 4 , 0 6 2  6 5 , 680 

1983 8 , 8 1 6  116 , 625 144 , 63 5  3 , 2 2 2  5 8 , 1 3 2  7 4 , 3 6 2  5 , 594 5 8 , 4 9 3  7 0 , 2 7 3  5 , 3 5 4  5 5 , 191 6 5 , 7 5 5  
1 9 8 2  8 ,  7 2 0  11 7 , 696 142 , 930 3 , 2 2 5  57 , 84 8  7 2 , 8 2 9  5 , 4 9 5  5 9 , 84 8  7 0 , 1 0 1  5 , 3 0 5  5 6 , 6 0 8  6 5 , 5 5 5  
1 9 8 1  8 , 589 118, 608 1 4 0 , 631 3 , 030 5 7 , 881 71 , 105 5 , 559 6 0 , 7 2 7  6 9 , 526 5 , 3 6 1  5 7 , 882 6 5 , 601 
1980 9 , 0 2 4  1 2 1 , 900 14 0 , 87 7  3 , 14 4  5 7 , 7 61 7 0 , 22 3  5, 880 6 4 , 13 9  7 0 , 6 5 4  5 , 7 0 7  61 , 20 4  6 6 ,  81 8 
1979 9, 500 1 2 0 , 000 133 , 000 3 , 3 00 5 4 , 300 6 2 , 1 00 6 , 2 0 0  6 5 , 900 7 0 , 900 6 , 100 6 2 , 90 0  6 7 , 100 
1978 9 , 4 00 11 6 , 500 1 2 3 , 2 00 3 , 300 52 , 500 5 5 , 900 6 , 10 0  6 4 , 0 0 0  6 7 ,  300 5, 900 61 , 2 00 6 4 , 0 0 0  
1 9 7 7  10, 100 120 , 900 1 1 8 , 700 3 , 4 00 5 3 , 800 53 , 20 0  6 , 700 6 7 , 100 6 5 , 500 6 , 500 6 4 , 40 0  6 2 , 70 0  
1 9 76 1 0 , 300 11 6, 500 1 0 8 , 500 3 , 500 5 0 , 0 0 0  4 7 ,  6 0 0  6, 800 6 6 , 500 6 0 , 9 0 0  6 , 6 0 0  6 4 , 10 0  5 8 , 6 0 0  � 
1975 1 1 , 000 1 1 6 , 800 1 0 5 , 800 3 , 600 48 , 90 0  4 5 , 000 7 , 500 6 7 , 900 6 0 , 700 7 , 2 0 0  6 5 , 500 5 8 , 2 0 0  I 
1 9 74 1 0 , 600 11 3 , 000 9 7 , 700 3 , 30 0  4 4 , 8 0 0  4 0 , 3 0 0  7, 3 0 0  6 8 , 3 0 0  5 7 , 5 0 0  7 , 700 6 6 , 1 0 0  5 5 , 100 ...... 

0 
1973 1 0 , 900 111 , 300 9 3 , 500 3 , 2 0 0  4 2 , 4 0 0  3 8 , 700 7 , 700 6 9 , 000 5 4 , 800 7 , 500 6 7 , 000 52 , 90 0  (X) 

1 9 7 2  9 , 900 1 0 8 , 500 9 3 , 700 2 , 700 3 9 , 900 3 8,700 ' 7 , 200 6 8 , 6 0 0  5 5 , 10 0  7 , 100 6 6 , 7 0 0  5 3 , 2 00 ........ 
1971 9 , 500 100 , 800 9 3 , 200 2 , 500 3 6 , 2 0 0  3 9 , 900 7 , 100 6 4 , 700 5 3 , 500 6 , 9 0 0  6 3 , 100 51 , 800 

� 1 9 70 9 , 500 9 6 , 100 9 4 , 300 2 , 500 3 6 , 200 4 3 , 2 00 7 ,  0 0 0  6 0 , 000 51 , 10 0  6 , 8 0 0  5 8 , 4 0 0  4 9 , 5 00 0'1 
1969 8 , 300 8 3 , 300 8 4 , 900 2 , 1 00 3 0 , 800 3 9 , 500 6 , 200 5 2 , 500 4 5 , 300 6 , 100 51 , 2 00 4 3 , 800 0 
1968 7 , 700 7 7 , 900 8 0 , 200 1 , 900 2 8 , 400 3 8 , 900 5 , 800 4 9 , 50 0  41 , 200 
1967  6 , 900 70 , 900 7 3 , 500 1, 700 2 4 , 800 3 5 , 500 5 , 2 0 0  4 6 , 100 3 8 , 000 
1966 6 , 200 6 5 , 900 6 9 , 800 1 , 400 2 3 , 4 0 0  3 4 , 100 4 , 80 0  4 2 , 5 0 0  3 5 , 800 
1965 6 , 100 61 , 70 0  61 , 40 0  1 , 400 2 1 , 500 2 9 , 2 0 0  4 , 600 4 0 , 2 0 0  3 2 , 20 0  
1 96 4  5 , 800 5 8 , 700 5 2 , 700 1 , 4 0 0  2 1 , 6 0 0  2 3 , 6 0 0  4 , 4 0 0  3 7 , 10 0  2 9, 100 
1963 5 , 400 51 , 1 00 5 0 , 700 1 , 2 00 1 7 , 900 2 1 , 900 4 , 000 3 1 , 800 2 7 , 5 0 0  
1962  5 , 100 4 6 , 100 4 8 , 300 1 , 300 1 5 , 500 2 0 , 700 3 , 80 0  2 9 , 700 2 6 , 6 0 0  
1961 5 , 2 0 0  4 5 , 100 4 8 , 100 1 , 4 00 1 5 , 500 2 0 , 600 3, 800 2 9 , 600 2 7 , 5 0 0  
1 960 4 , 600 4 3 , 700 4 3 , 4 0 0  1 , 200 1 5 , 0 0 0  1 7 , 8 0 0  3 , 50 0  2 8 , 700 2 5 , 6 0 0  
1 9 5 9  4 , 600 4 3 , 100 41 , 50 0  1 , 2 0 0  1 4 , 4 0 0  1 6 , 5 0 0  3 , 40 0  2 8 , 600 2 5 , 000 
1958  4 , 400 4 0 , 100 3 9 , 300 1 , 2 00 1 3 , 20 0  1 5 , 300 3 , 300 2 6 , 9 0 0  2 4 , 000 
1957 4 , 600 3 9 , 400 3 7 , 100 1 , 100 1 2 , 50 0  1 4 , 4 0 0  3 , 500 2 6 , 900 2 2 , 700 
1956 4 , 2 0 0  3 7 , 000 3 5 , 9 0 0  1 , 000 1 1 , 4 0 0  1 3 , 900 3 , 2 0 0  2 5 , 600 22 , 0 0 0  
1955 3 , 900 3 4 , 700 3 4 , 2 0 0  9 0 0  1 0 , 600 1 3 , 100 3 , 000 2 4 , 2 0 0  2 1 , 100 

*Data for Blacks separately are not ava ilable p r ior to 1969 . 

'<> 
Sou rce : Nat ional Center for Health Statistic s ,  Vit�l Statistic s  of the United S tates,  annual volumes ; See Table 6 . 1 .  
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TABLE 6 . 3  

Table 6 . 3  shows the total est imated number of out-of-wedloc k  b i r ths 
for mothe r s  under age 20  f rom 1955 to 1 9 84 . Data are from the Nat ional 
Center for Health Stat i st ics (NCHS) . 

I n  general , there was a r i se in the number of out of wedlock b i r ths 
to women u nder age 20 f rom 1 9 5 5  to 1 9 84 . Among wh ite wome n ,  the numbe r 
of out of wed lock b i rths to women unde r age 1 5  rose in 1 9 7 5  to 3 , 6 0 0  
and then dec l ined t o  3 , 2 2 5  b i rths in 1 9 8 1 .  Out-of-wedloc k bi rths to 
women 1 5  to 17  and 1 8  to 1 9  rose in number throughout th i s  per iod . 
The re we re over f ive t imes as  many b i rths to s ing le wh ite women i n  1 9 8 4  
a s  in 1 9 5 5 , ( 10 , 6 0 0  compared t o  57 , 84 8  for women aged 1 5  t o  1 7  and 
1 3 , 10 0  compa r ed to 72 , 8 2 9  for women aged 18 to 1 9 ) . 

The number of out-of-wedlock b i rths to nonwh ite women under age 2 0  
was generally h ig he r  than the number t o  wh ites ; howeve r the mag n itude 
of the d i fference has dec l i ned over t ime . In 1 9 5 5 , wh ite women less 
than 1 5  year s  of age had 70  percent fewe r out of wedloc k b i r ths than 
nonwhite women ,  9 0 0  compared to 3 , 0 0 0  b i rths.  By 1 984 , wh ite women 
under age 1 5  had about 4 6  pe rcent fewe r ou t of wedloc k b i rths than non 
wh ite women,  3 , 193 ve r sus 5 , 8 8 2  b i rths . The dec l ine in the d if fe r ence 
between the number of bi rths to nonwh ite and wh ite s i ng le women aged 
15 to 17 and 18 to 19 was even more d ramatic . The re we re 5 6  percent 
fewe r b i rths to s i ng le wh ite women aged 15 to 17 compared to non-wh ite 
women in 1 9 5 5  and only 1 percent fewe r in 1 9 8 4 . For women aged 18 to 
1 9  there we re 40 pe rcent fewe r out-of-wedloc k b i r ths to wh ites than 
nonwh ites in 1 95 5 ,  but 7 percent more out-of-wedloc k b i r ths to wh ites 
than nonwh ite s in 1 9 84 . 

Among blac k  women ,  the number of out-of-wedloc k b i rths star ted to 
decl ine dur ing the 1 9 70 ' s . The numbe r of bi rths to unmar r ied black 
women under age 1 5  dec l ined 27 percent between the peak in 1 9 74 and 
1 9 8 4 , ( 7 , 70 0  compa red to 5 , 6 3 4 )  b i r th s .  The number of out-of-wed lock 
bi rths to black women aged 15 to 17 dec l ined by 1 9  percent from the 
1 9 7 3  peak to 1 9 8 4 , ( 6 7 , 000  to 54 , 0 6 2  bi rths) . The numbe r of b i r ths to 
single black women aged 18 to 19 dec l ined by about 2 percent f rom the 
peak in 1 9 7 9  to 1 9 84 , ( 6 7 , 1 0 0  to 6 5 , 6 8 0  b i rths) . 
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TABLE 6 . 4  B i rth Rates For Unma r r ied Women by Age o f  Mothe r 
and Race of Ch ild : United States ,  1 9 7 0- 8 4  ( rates are l ive 
b i rths to unmarr ied women pe r 1 , 0 0 0  unma r r ied women in 
spec if ied g roup , est imated as of Ju ly 1 )  

Years ana 
Race of Ch ild 

A ll Races 
1 9 8 4  
1 9 83 
1 9 8 2  
1 9 81 
1 9 8 0  
1 9 7 9  
1 9 7 8  
1 9 7 7  
1 9 76 
1 9 7 5  
1 9 74 
1 9 73 
1972  
1 9 71 
1 1:1 7 0  

Wh ite 
1984 
1 9 83 
1 9 8 2  
1 9 81 
1980 
1 9 79 
1 9 7 8  
1 9 7 7  
1 9 7 6 
1 9 75 
1 9 74 
1 9 73 
1 9 7 2  
1 9 71 
1 9 70 

Total 

30 . 2  
2 9 . 7 
2 8 . 9 
2 8 . 2  
2 7 . 6  
2 6 . 4  
24 . 9  
2 5 . 1  
23 . 7  
23 . 9  
23 . 0  
2 2 . 7  
22 . 8  
2 2 . 3  
2 2 . 4  

19 . 0  
1 8 . 5 
1 7 . 7 
1 7 . 1  
16 . 2  
14 . 6  
13 . 6  
13 . 4  
12 . 3  
12 . 0  
11 . 0  
10 . 6  
10 . 4  
10 . 3  
10 . 9  

Age of Mother 

15-19 Years 

15-17 
Yea r s  

21 . 9  
2 2 . 1  
21 . 5  
20 . 9  
20 . 6  
1 9 . 9  
19 . 1  
1 9 . 8  
19 . 0  
1 9 . 3  
1 8 . 8 
1 8 . 7  
18 . 5  
1 7 . 5 
1 7 . 1  

13 . 5  
13 . 5  
12 . 9  
12 . 4  
11 . 8  
10 . 8  
10 . 3  
1 0 . 5  

9 . 7  
9 . 6  
8 . 8 
8 . 4  
8 . 0  
7 . 4  
7 . 5 

18-19  
Years 

4 3 . 0  
4 1 . 0 
4 0 . 2  
3 9 . 9 
3 9 . 0  
3 7 . 2  
3 5 . 1  
34 . 6  
3 2 . 1  
32 . 5  
31 . 2  
3 0 . 4  
3 0 . 9  
3 1 . 7 
3 2 . 9  

2 7 . 6 
2 6 . 1 
2 5 . 1  
24 . 6  
23 . 6  
2 1 . 0 
19 . 3  
1 8 . 7 
16 . 9  
1 6 . 5 
15 . 3  
14 . 9  
15 . 1  
1 5 . 8 
17 . 6  
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TABLE 6 . 4  ( cant ineud) 

Age of Mother 

15-19 Yea r s  

Years and 15-17 18-19 
Race of Ch ild Total Year s  Yea r s  

A l l  Other 
1984 78 . 3  59 . 3  106 . 1  
1983  7 8 . 3  6 0 . 2  1 04 . 6  
1 9 8 2  79 . 2  60 . 7  10 7 . 0 
1 9 81 7 9 . 2  60 . 3  10 9 . 0  
1980  81 . 7  63 . 1  111 . 6  
1 9 7 9  83 . 9  64 . 8  115 . 3  
1 9 7 8  81 . 2  63 . 2  lll . 6 
1 9 7 7  84 . 0  6 7 . 2  112 . 7  
1976  82 . 5  6 7 . 5 10 8 . 9  
1 9 7 5  8 6 . 3  70 . 7  114 . 3  
1 9 74 87 . 3  73 . 2  113 . 4  
1973 8 8 . 5 7 5 . 6  112 . 8  
1 9 7 2  91 . 8  77 . 6  1 1 9 . 3  
1 9 71 92 . 0  7 5 . 4  1 2 5 . 4  
1970  90 . 8  73 . 3  12 6 . 5 

Black 
1984 8 7 . 1 66 . 8  11 6 . 2 
1983  8 6 . 4  6 7 . 1 114 . o  
1 9 8 2  87 . 0  67 . 6  11 5 . 8 
1 9 81 8 6 . 8  6 6 . 9  11 7 . 6 
1980  89 . 2  69 . 6  120 . 2  
1 9 79 9 1 . 0 7 1 . 0 1 2 3 . 3  
1978  87 . 9  68 . 8  119 . 6  
1 9 7 7  90 . 9  73 . 0  1 2 1 . 7 
1976  8 9 . 7 73 . 5  11 7 . 9  
1975  93 . 5  7 6 . 8  123 . 8  
1 9 74 93 . 8  78 . 6  122 . 2  
1 9 73 94 . 9  8 1 . 2  12 0 . 5  
1972  9 8 . 2 82 . 8  12 8 . 2  
1 9 71 9 8 . 6 8 0 . 7  1 3 5 . 2  
1970  96 . 9  77 . 9  136 . 4  

Sou rce : NCHS Advanced Reported of Nata l i ty Stat i st ic s  1 9 8 4 , 
Monthly Vital Stat ist ics Report , Vol 3 5 ,  No . 4 ,  Ju ly 1 9 8 6 . 
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TABLE 6 . 4 

Table 6 . 4  presents b i rth r ates for unmarr ied women by age and r ace 
for 1 9 70 to 1 9 84 . For all women age 15 to 1 9 ,  ou t-of-wedloc k  b i rth 
rates rose f rom 2 2 . 4  b i rths in 1 9 7 0  to 3 0 . 2  b i r ths per 1 , 0 0 0  women in 
1 9 8 4 , a 34 . 8  pe rcent inc r ease . The i nc rease i n  ou t-of-wedloc k  b i rth 
rates was sl ightly larger for women age 15 to 17 than for women age 1 8  
t o  1 9 , a 2 8 . 1 and 3 0 . 7 pe rcent i nc rease respect ively . Throughout th is 
pe r iod , however ,  out-of-wedlock b i rth rates for women age 18 to 1 9  were 
a lmost double the rates for women age 1 5  to 1 7 .  I n  1 9 8 4 , the out-of
wedloc k b i rth rate was 2 1 . 9 b i rths per 1 , 00 0  u nmarr ied 1 5  to 1 7  year 
old women compared to 4 3 . 0  b i rths per 1 , 0 0 0  unmarr ied 18 to 19 year old 
women .  

T h e  overall inc rease in out-of-wedlock b ir th r ates for women age 
15 to 19 was due to inc r eased rates of ou t-of-wedloc k c h i ld-bear ing 
among wh ite adolescent s .  The b irth rate for unma r r ied wh ite women 
aged 1 5  to 1 9  rose f rom 1 0 . 9 to 1 9 . 0 b i rths per 1 , 0 0 0  unmarr ied women 
f rom 1 9 70 to 1984 , a 74 perc ent i nc rease . For nonwh ite and black u n
ma r r ied women , the b i rth rates fell f r om 9 0 . 8 to 7 8 . 3  and 9 6 . 9 to 8 7 . 1  
b i rths pe r 1 , 0 0 0  unmarr ied women ,  dec reases of 1 4  and 1 1  percent 
respec t ively . 

Despite this trend , the re we re consistently more out-of-wedlock 
b i rths per 1 , 0 0 0  unmarr ied nonwh ite teenage women than pe r 1 , 0 0 0  wh ite 
women.  In 1 9 8 4 , there were 1 3 . 5  out-of-wedlock b irths to white women 
age 15 to 1 7  compared to 5 9 . 3  pe r 1 , 0 0 0  nonwh ite women .  For women age 
18 to 19 the r e  wer e  2 7 . 6 b i rths per 1 , 0 0 0  wh ite women compar ed to 1 0 6 . 1  
pe r 1 , 0 0 0  nonwhite wome n. 
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TABLE 6 . 5 L ive B i rths By Age Of Father ,  Age Of Moth e r ,  And Race Of C h i ld : Uni ted State s ,  1 9 8 4  ( based o n  1 0 0  percent of b i r th s  i n  4 6  states 
and on a 50-percent sample of b i rths in four state s and the D i s t r ic t  of Columb i a) 

Age of Father 

-

Age of Mother Total > 15 15-19 20-24 25- 2 9  3 0 - 3 4  3 5 - 3 9  4 0- 4 4  4 5- 4 9  50-54 55+ Not Total 
And Race of Ch ild Yea r s  Years Years Years Yea r s  Years Years Yea r s  Year s  Y ea r s  Stated Repo rted 

A l l  Races l 
> A l l  ages 3 , 6 6 9 , 1 4 1  2 3 2  1 0 9 , 0 3 2  6 9 6 , 2 0 7  1 , 0 6 7 , 1 4 7  8 0 5 , 8 7 5  3 5 5 , 84 3  109 , 4 6 8  3 2 , 0 4 4  11 , 2 9 8  7 , 0 9 2  4 7 4 , 9 0 3  3 , 1 78 , 2 4 1  I 

Under 15 years 9 , 9 6 5  8 4  2 , 0 88 698 113 28 7 5 2 -- 6 6 , 9 3 4  2 , 96 7  ...... 
15-19 yea r s  4 6 9 , 682 113 8 71 1 79 1 6 7 , 940 3 4 , 0 1 1  6 , 9 7 6  2 , 10 7  7 7 0  2 5 7  1 1 7  8 3  1 7 0 , 1 2 9  3 1 7 , 3 2 9  ...... 

w 
2 0 - 2 4  years 1 , 1 4 1 , 5 78 1 0  1 8 , 1 2 3  4 4 5 , 7 0 1  3 8 1 , 915 8 9 , 4 6 5  2 3 , 8 5 9  7 , 1 9 8  2 , 21 0  8 9 5  6 71 1 71 , 5 31 9 9 4 , 81 7 
2 5- 2 9  years 1 , 1 6 5 , 711 1 3  1 , 3 3 0  7 0 , 2 3 5  5 6 2 , 9 80 3 4 1 , 880 80 , 3 9 0  2 0 , 4 1 1  5 , 863 2 , 1 28 1 , 3 7 7  7 9 , 1 0 4  1 , 07 4 , 01 5  " 
3 0 - 3 4  yea r s  6 5 8 , 4 96 9 260 9 , 8 3 6  7 8 , 10 3  3 3 2 , 5 0 0  1 5 6 , 1 7 7  3 4 , 11 3  9 , 1 2 3  3 , 24 3  1 , 9 5 6  3 3 , 176 5 9 4 , 3 5 3  � 

3 5- 3 9  years 1 9 5 , 7 5 5  3 4 7  1 ,  610 9 , 2 3 3  3 3 , 0 3 2  8 8 , 689 3 6 , 8 6 3  9 , 4 7 9  3 , 1 3 0  1 , 9 7 9  1 1 , 690 1 6 9 . 943 0'1 
U1 

4 0 - 4 4  years 2 6 , 8 4 6  -- 5 1 7 7  7 7 0  1 , 9 5 6  4 , 5 4 3  9 , 9 3 4  4 , 7 3 9  1 , 5 7 5  9 2 2  2 , 2 2 5  2 3 , 7 7 7  
4 5- 4 9  yea r s  1 , 1 0 8  -- -- 1 0  2 2  3 8  7 1  1 74 3 7 1  2 1 0  9 8  1 1 4  1 ,  0 4 0  

�h i te 
A ll ages 2 , 9 2 3 , 502 104 8 3 , 2 0 6  58 0 , 8 3 5  91 8 , 9 7 0  6 89 , 2 5 3  2 9 8 , 184 8 7 , 662 2 4 , 1 4 7  8 , 1 1 4  4 , 768 2 2 8 , 2 59 2 , 68 5 , 4 5 7  
Under 15 years 3 , 9 5 9  2 7  1 , 014 513 77 19 5 4 2 - - 2 , 2 9 8  1 ,  6 4 3  
15-19 ye ars 3 2 0 , 953 59 6 6 , 1 5 4  1 3 6 , 601 2 7 , 4 7 7  5 , 5 0 0  1 , 683 581 2 0 1  7 4  52 82 . 5 71 25 5 , 02 2  
2 0 - 2 4  yea r s  8 9 8 , 919 5 1 4 , 7 01 3 7 5 , 9 4 1  3 2 4 , 933 72 , 9 76 1 9 , 184 5 , 5 0 2  1 , 598 629 4 4 2  8 3 , 0 0 8  8 3 9 , 134 
2 5-29 yea r s  9 6 9 , 0 61 8 1 , 0 8 4  5 8 , 3 5 0  4 9 2 , 6 7 9  291 , 3 0 9  6 5 , 709 1 6 , 0 9 6  4 , 2 3 6  1 , 4 4 5  8 8 9  3 7 , 2 5 6  9 2 2 . 54 1  
3 0 - 3 4  years 5 4 9 , 5 9 5  5 211 7 , 9 5 2  6 5 , 7 5 1  2 9 0 , 2 8 9  1 3 2 , 0 4 9  2 7 , 0 7 9  6 , 84 7  2 , 3 0 0  1 , 2 66 1 5 , 8 4 6  50 6 , 2 2 9  
3 5-39 yea r s  1 5 9 , 2 4 6  -- 37 1 , 31 5  7 , 41 8  2 7 , 566 7 5 , 803 30 , 1 1 9  7 , 2 3 6  2 , 3 2 5  1 , 3 9 0  6 , 0 3 7  1 4 1 , 581 
4 0 - 4 4  ye ars 2 0 , 974 -- 5 1 5 6  6 1 8  1 , 5 6 4  3 , 7 0 1  8 , 14 3  3 , 7 4 4  1 , 19 6  6 6 4  1 , 1 8 3  1 8 , 9 9 0  
4 5- 4 9  years 795 -- -- 7 1 7  3 0  50 1 3 8  2 8 3  145 6 5  6 0  7 5 2  
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TABLE 6 . 5  ( cont inued) 

Age of Father 

-

Age of Mother Total > 1s 15-19 20-24 25- 2 9  3 0 - 3 4  3 5- 3 9  4 0- 4 4  4 5 - 4 9  50-54 55+ Not Total 
And Race of Ch i ld Years Years Years Years Years Years Years Years Years Years Stated Reportea 

:x:-
I 

..... 
Black ..... 

A ll Ages 5 9 2 , 745 1 1 2  2 2 , 3 51 9 3 , 2 7 3  109 , 9 4 3  7 5 , 7 2 2  3 5 , 91 8 1 4 , 3 7 7  5 , 565 2 , 2 9 5  1 , 6 4 6  2 3 1 , 543 3 58 , 3 2 9  ""' 

Under 15 years 5 , 720 56 1, 012 1 4 5  3 4  7 2 1 -- -- 5 4 , 4 5 8  1 , 20 7  ......, 
15-1 9 years 1 3 4 , 39 2  4 5  1 8 , 3 7 3  2 6 , 2 4 4  5 , 099 1 , 1 1 7  3 4 1  1 5 1  54 39 3 0  8 2 , 89 9  5 2 , 2 6 6  

""' 
20-24 yea r s  2 0 3 , 56 2  5 2 , 7 45 5 6 , 618 4 3 , 7 8 3  11, 6 4 6  3 , 4 2 6  1 , 3 4 5  4 9 0  2 2 4  1 7 3  8 3 , 1 0 7  1 21 , 1 98 � 

2 5- 2 9  years 1 4 7 , 111 3 189 8 , 8 2 9  51 , 4 2 9  3 2 , 83 2  9 , 4 0 7  3 , 1 2 9  1 , 2 5 3  5 2 6  3 8 1  39 , 13 3  1 06 , 5 2 4  � 

30-34 years 7 3 , 8 5 8  2 30 1 , 2 4 5  8 , 3 2 2  2 6 , 5 71 1 4 , 5 0 2  4 , 5 2 5  1 , 6 2 9  6 6 6  4 8 0  1 5 , 886 5 6 , 0 7 0  
3 5- 3 9  yea r s  2 4 , 0 2 8  1 2 1 7 6  1 , 1 7 7  3 , 3 0 5  7 ,  7 2 3  4 , 0 9 9  1 , 4 6 1  5 7 4  4 0 1  5 , 1 0 9  1 7 , 801 
4 0 - 4 4  yea r s  3 , 906 -- -- 16 96 2 3 7  5 0 7  1 , 10 8  6 3 7  2 3 3  1 6 5  9 0 7  3 , 10 8  
4 5 - 4 9  years 168 -- -- -- 3 7 10 19 4 1  3 3  1 1  4 4  1 5 5  

lrncluces r a c e s  other t h a n  W h i t e  a n d  B lac k .  

Source : NCH S ,  "Advanced Report o f  Nata l i ty Statist ics 1 9 8 3 , "  Monthly Vi tal S t a t i s t ic s  Repor t ,  Vol .  3 5 ,  N o .  4 ,  July 1 9 8 6 .  
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TABLE 6 . 5  

T able 6 . 5 p resents data on the number of l ive b i r ths by the age of 
fathe r ,  age of mother and the race of the c h i ld for 1 9 84 . 

Caut ion should be u sed when interpret ing this  table because the 
d istr ibut ion o f  the age of fathe r by the age of the mother among those 
not report ing is not known. About 7 0  percent of mothers under age 1 5  
and 3 6  pe rcent o f  mothers age 1 5  t o  1 9  d i d  not r eport the age o f  the 
fathe r .  Among wh i te teenagers 58 perc ent of those under age 15 and 
about 2 6  pe rcent of those aged 1 5  to 19 d id not r eport the age of the 
father of the i r  c h ild .  Among black teenager s ,  78 percent of those 
under age 15 and 62 percent of those aged 15 to 19 d id not r epo r t  the 
age of the father of the ir child .  These data a r e  f rom the N at ional 
Cente r for Health Stat i st ic s  (NCHS ) . 

Th is table shows that the major ity o f  women under age 2 0  g 1v1ng 
b i rth and repo rting the age of the father have partne r s  older than 
themselves.  N ea r ly all women under age 1 5 ,  97 percent , had partne r s  
aged 15  or  ove r and 2 8  pe rcent had pa rtne r s  ove r age 1 9 .  Among 
mother s  aged 1 5  to 1 9 ,  71 percent had partne r s  over age 1 9  and 1 5  
pe rcent had pa rtne r s  over age 24 . 

White teenage mother s  are more l i kely to r eport having olde r 
partne r s  than b lac k mothe r s .  Among wh ite mothe r s  under age 1 5 ,  3 7  
percent r eported hav ing partne r s  over age 1 9 .  I n  compar i son , among 
black mother s  u nde r age 1 5 ,  1 5  percent r eported having pa rtne r s  ove r 
age 1 9 .  Among both black and wh ite women aged 1 5  to 1 9  r eport ing the 
fathe r ' s age ,  72 pe rcent of the wh ite mothe r s  aged 15 to 19  had pa r t
ner s  over age 2 4  compar ed to 6 4  percent of the blac k  mothers aged 1 5  
to 1 9 .  
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TABLF 6 . 6  Pe rcent O f  A l l  F ir s t  B i rths And Total B i rths I n  Wh ich The Mothe r ' s Age Was U nd e r  2 0 ,  U nd e r  1 8  O r  U nder 1 5 ,  
By Rac e , U n i ted State s ,  1950-1984 

A l l  Rac e s* Wh i te B lac k** 

F i rs t  B i rths A l l  B i r th s  F i r s t  B i r ths All B i rths F i r s t  B i rths A l l  B i r ths 

Age of Mother < 15 ,;;;; 17  < 2o < 1 5  ,;;;; 17  <2o <15 .;;;; 1 7  < 20 <15  ,;;;; 1 7  < 20 < 1 5  ,;;;: 1 7  < 20 < 15 .;;;; 1 7  < 20 
-

Year 
1 984 0 . 6  10  24  0 . 3  5 1 3  0 . 3  8 21 0 . 1  4 11  2 22  4 4  1 . 0  11  
1983 0 . 6  10  25 0 . 3  5 14  0 . 3  8 22  0 . 1  4 1 2  2 2 3  4 5  0 . 9  l l  
1982  0 . 6 ll 26  0 . 3  5 14 0 . 3  8 2 3  0 . 1  4 1 2  2 2 3  4 5  0 . 9  l l  
1 9 81 0 . 6  ll 27  0 . 3  5 1 5  0 . 3  9 24 0 . 1  4 1 3  2 2 4  4 6  1 l l  
1980 0 . 6 11  2 8  0 . 3  6 1 6  0 . 3  9 25  0 . 1  5 14  2 2 6  4 8  1 12 
1975 0 . 9  1 6  3 5  0 . 4  8 1 9  0 . 5  13  31 0 . 2  6 1 6  3 3 2  57  1 1 6  
1 9 7 0  0 . 7  14 36 0 . 3  6 1 8  0 . 3  11 32 0 . 1  5 1 5  3 3 2  59 1 1 5  
1 9 6 5  0 . 6  14 3 8  0 . 2  5 16  0 . 2 l l  3 5  0 . 1  4 14 3 3 3  5 9  0 . 9  1 2  
1960 0 . 6 14 37 0 . 2  4 14 0 . 3  12 34  0 . 1  4 1 3  3 3 0  54 0 . 6 9 
1955 0 . 5 12  31 0 . 1  4 12  0 . 2  9 28  0 . 1  3 11  3 2 8  5 1  0 . 6  8 
1950 0 . 4  10  2 7  0 . 1  4 12  0 . 2  8 24 0 . 1  3 1 0  3 �8 so 0 . 7  9 

*I nclud e s  r aces other than wh ite and b l ac k .  

* *Pe rcentages f o r  the yea r s  1950 ,  1 9 5 5  and 1960  per ta i n  t o  non-wh ites r ather than blacks d u e  t o  insu f f ic ient data o n  
l ive black b i rths. 

Sou rc e : Nat ional Center for Hea lth S t a t i s t ic s ,  c a lcu lated f rom V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  of the U n i ted S ta te s ,  annual volume s ;  
NCHS "Advanced F inal Natal ity Repo r t" , Monthly Vital S t a t i s t ic s  Repo r t , Vol .  3 4 ,  No . 6 ,  S eptember 1 9 8 5  and Vol .  3 5 ,  No. 
4 ,  Ju ly 1986 .  
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TABLE 6 . 6 

The percent of all  f ir st b i r th s  and total b i r ths i n  wh ich the 
mothe r ' s age was unde r 2 0 ,  under 18 or  under 1 5 ,  by race , is shown in 
T able 6 . 6 .  

D ata a r e  f rom the Nat ional Center for Health S tatistic s  (NCHS) . 
Ther e  a r e  four important points to make about these data . F i r s t , the 
proport ion of f i r st births to women under age 2 0  is consistently h ighe r  
than the pe rcent of all  bi rths t o  women under age 2 0 .  S econd , both 
p roport ions a r e  due not only to the r ate of c h i ldbear i ng among teen s ,  
but the b i rth rates o f  older women and t o  the s i z e  o f  populat ion g roups 
below and above age 2 0 .  Th i rd , there wa s an i nc rease in the p roport ion 
of f i r st b i rths and all b i rths to women under age 20 f rom 1 9 5 0  to the 
e a r ly 1 970s . By 1 9 8 4  the percent of f i r st b irths to women under age 
20 had decl ine d ;  but the pe rcent of a l l  b i rths to women under age 2 0  
r ema ined h igher than i n  1 950 . Fourth , black teens under age 2 0  con
s istently made up a large r proport ion of both the f i r st b i rths and all 
bir ths to blac k  women than wh ite teens under age 20 d id among white s .  
Ju st under hal f  o f  a l l  blac k f i r s t-born ch i ldren has a mothe r not yet 
20 years of age . 
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TABLE 6 .  7 Number and Pe rcent of A ll L ive B i rths to Women Under Age 2 0  by H ispan ic O r ig in of Mother : Total of 2 3  
Report ing S tate s and the D istr ict o f  Columb ia , 1 9 8 4  

Mother of H i span ic O r ig in 

Age of All Puerto Cent r a l  A nd Non- Not 
Mother O r ig ins Total Mex ican Rican Cuban South Amer ican Other . H ispanic S tated 

A l l ages 2 , 2 3 0 , 81 5  3 4 6 , 9 8 6  2 2 5 , 767 3 4 , 2 1 9  9 , 4 7 7  3 6 , 4 0 1  4 1 , 1 22 1 , 7 91 , 9 4 9  9 1 , 8 8 0  
( 10 0 . 0 )  ( 10 0 . 0 )  ( 1 0 0 . 0 ) ( 10 0 . 0 )  ( 10 0 . 0 ) ( 1 0 0 . 0 ) ( 10 0 . 0 )  ( 10 0 . 0 )  ( 10 0 . 0 )  

Under 15 6 , 31 8  1 , 2 4 2  860 179 9 3 4  1 6 0  4 , 8 3 0  2 4 6  
( 0 . 3 ) ( 0 . 4 )  ( 0 . 4 )  ( 0 .  5)  ( 0  . 1) ( 0 . 1) ( 0 . 4 )  ( 0  . 3 )  ( 0 .  3 )  

1 5 - 1 9  yea r s  28 8 , 3 4 6  5 7 , 71 7 3 9 , 712 7 ,  ll2 7 6 6  2 , 93 0  7 , 1 9 7  2 1 8 , 9 3 0  1 1 , 6 9 9  
( 1 2 .  9 )  ( 1 6 . 6 )  ( 1 7 . 6 )  ( 2 0 . 8 )  ( 8 . 1) ( 8 . 0 ) ( 1 7 .  5 )  ( 12 . 2 )  ( 1 2 . 7 ) 

15 yea r s  1 5 , 2 1 7  3 , 3 0 0  2 , 3 2 2  3 6 6  2 5  l l 9  4 6 8  1 1 , 3 5 5  5 6 2  
( 0 .  7)  ( 1 . 0 ) ( 1 .  0 )  ( 1 . 1) W. 3 )  ( 0 . 3 )  ( 1 . 1) ( 0 . 6 )  ( 0 . 6 )  

1 6  yea r s  3 3 . 0 8 0  7 , 2 3 9  5 , 127 8 7 7  7 3  251 911 2 4 , 5 3 0  1 , 3 1 1  
( 1 . 5 ) (2 . 1) ( 2  . 3 )  (2 . 6 )  ( 0 .  8 )  ( 0 . 7 ) ( 2  . 2 )  ( 1 . 4 )  ( 1 . 4 )  

1 7  yea r s  54 . 81 7  ll , 3 9 5  7 , 961 1 , 4 9 3  1 2 8  4 6 7  1 , 3 4 7  4 1 , 1 2 5  2 , 2 9 7  
( 2 .  5)  ( 3 . 3 )  ( 3 . 5 )  (4  . 4 )  ( 1 . 4 )  ( 1 . 3 )  ( 3  . 3 )  ( 2  . 3 )  ( 2 . 5 )  

1 8  yea r s  7 9 , 5 0 2  1 5 , 909 1 0 , 851 2 , 01 4  2 0 8  8 5 8  1 , 9 7 8  60 , 4 3 7  3 , 2 3 6  
( 3 . 6 )  ( 4 . 6 )  ( 4 . 8 )  ( 5 . 9 )  ( 2  . 2 )  ( 2 . 4 )  ( 4 . 8 )  ( 3 . 4 )  ( 3 .  5 )  

1 9  yea r s  1 0 5 , 650 1 9 , 8 74 1 3 , 4 51 2 , 3 6 3  3 3 2  1 , 2 3 5  2 , 4 9 3  81 ; 4 8 3  4 , 2 93 
(4 . 7)  ( 5 . 7 )  ( 6 . 0 )  ( 6 . 9 )  (3 . 5 )  ( 3  . 4 )  ( 6 . 1) ( 4 . 5 )  ( 4 . 7 )  

Note : Data are for b i rths to r e s idents of the 23 states and the D i str ict of Columb ia report ing ethnic of H i spanic 
or ig i n ,  regardless of where the b i rths occur red . B i rths occu r r i ng i n  non-r epor t i ng states to r e s idents of the 2 3  
report ing states a r e  included in the " not stated" category . 

Percentages do not total to 100 . 0  because b i rths to women ages 2 0  and over a r e  not shown . 
Approximately 4 percent of all mothe r s  d id not repo rt the i r  ethnic i ty as H ispanic or non H ispanic . 

Sou rce : U npub l ished tabulat ions f rom the D iv i s ion of Vital S tat istic s ,  N at ional Center for Health Stat i s t ic s ,  
Janua ry 2 7 ,  1 9 8 6 .  
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TABLE 6 . 7  

Table 6 . 7 p resents the number and percent of all  l i ve b i rths to 
women u nder age 20 by H i span ic o r ig in of mothe r for 1 9 84 . Data are 
f rom the Nat ional Center for Health Stat i s t ic s  (NCHS) . 

These data ind icate that of all bi rths to adolescent mothe r s  of 
H i spanic o r i g i n  most are to mothe rs of Mex ican or ig in .  The re wer e  
3 9 , 71 2 bi rths t o  mother s  o f  Mex ican or ig in aged 1 5  to 1 9  compared to 
7 , 1 1 2  bi rths to Pue rto R ican mother s  aged 1 5  to 1 9 ,  2 , 93 0  b i r ths to 
Cent ral and South Ame r ican mothe r s  aged 1 5  to 1 9  and 7 6 6  to Cuban 
mothe r s  aged 1 5  to 1 9 .  

B irths to women under age 2 0  const ituted 1 7  percent o f  b i r ths to 
all H ispanic o r i g i n  mothe r s  compared to 13 . 2  percent of b i r ths to non
Hispanic mothe r s  in these state s .  Among mothers of H ispanic o r ig in ,  
bi rths t o  Pue rto R ican women aged 1 5  t o  1 9  made up 2 1 . 3  pe rcent of all 
bi rths to Puerto R ican mothe r s  and b irths to women under age 2 0  made 
up 1 8 . 0 pe rcent of all bi rths to Mex ican mother s.  
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TABLE 6 .  8 Number and Percent of All Out of Wedlock B i rths to Women U nd e r  Age 2 0  by H ispan ic O r ig in of Mother : 
Tot al of 2 3  Repo r t i ng States and the D i st r ic t  of Columb ia , 1 9 8 4  

Mother of H ispanic O r ig in 

Age of A l l  Pue rto Cent r a l  A nd Non- Not 
Mother O r ig ins Total Mex ican Rican Cuban Sou th Amer ican Other H ispa n ic Stated 

A l l Ages 4 89 , 4 0 0  9 8 , 2 7 3  54 , 61 7 1 7 , 3 9 7  1 , 534 1 2 , 3 8 1  1 2 , 3 5 0  3 7 2 , 5 8 6  1 8 , 541 
( 10 0 . 0 )  ( 10 0 . 0 )  ( 1 0 0 . 0 ) ( 10 0 .  0 )  ( 1 0 0 . 0 )  ( 10 0 . 0 )  ( 10 0 . 0 )  ( 10 0 . 0 )  ( 10 0 . 0 ) 

U nder 1 5  5 , 688 9 7 2  61 7 1 7 7  9 3 3  1 3 6  4 , 4 9 4  2 2 2  
( 1 . 2 ) ( 1 . 0 )  ( 1 . 1) ( 1 . 0 )  ( 0 . 6 ) ( 0 .  3 )  ( 1 . 1) ( 1 . 2 ) ( 1 . 2 )  

1 5- 1 9  160 , 50 0  2 8 , 5 7 7  1 7 , 103 5 , 1 79 2 8 8  1 , 704 4 , 3 0 3  1 25 , 71 2  6 , 21 1  
( 3 2 .  8 )  ( 2 9 . 1) ( 3 1 . 3 ) ( 2 9 . 8 )  ( 1 8 .  8)  ( 13 .  8 )  ( 3 4 .  8 )  ( 3 3 .  7 )  ( 3 3 . 5 ) 

1 5- 1 7  70 , 86 3  1 2 , 95 7  8 , 0 9 9  2 , 2 1 7  1 1 2  5 8 7  1 , 94 2  5 5 , 1 2 3  2 , 7 8 3  
( 1 4 . 5 ) ( 13 . 2 ) ( 1 4 . 8 ) ( 12 . 7 ) ( 7 . 3 )  ( 4 . 7 )  ( 1 5 . 7 )  ( 14 . 8 ) ( 1 5 . 0 )  

1 8- 1 9  89 , 6 3 7  1 5 , 620 9 , 0 0 4  2 , 9 62 1 76 1 , 11 7  2 , 3 61 70 , 5 8 9  3 , 4 2 8  
( 1 8 . 3 )  ( 1 5 .  9 )  ( 1 6 . 5 )  ( 1 7  . 0 )  ( 1 1 .  5 )  ( 9 . 1) ( 1 9 . 1) ( 1 8 . 9 )  ( 1 8 . 5 )  

Note : Data are for bi rths t o  r e s idents o f  the 2 3  states and the D i str ic t o f  Columb i a  regardless of wher e  the 
bi rths occu r red . B i rths occu r r ing in non-report ing states to r e s idents of the 23 r epor t ing states a r e  i nc luded i n  
the " non- stated" category . 

Approx imately 4 percent of all mothers d id not report the i r  ethni c i ty as H ispanic or non-H ispanic . 

Sou rce : Unpu b l i shed tabu lat ions f r om the D i v i s ion of Vital S t a t i s t ic s ,  N a t iona l Cente r for Health Statistic s ,  
January 2 7 ,  1 9 8 6 .  
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TABLE 6 . 8  

Table 6 . 8  p re sents the number and pe rcent of all out-of-wedlock 
bi rths to women under age 20 by H ispan ic or ig i n  of mothe r for 1 9 84 . 
Data are f rom the Nat ional Center for Health S tat i st ic s  (NCHS) • 

These data i nd icate that the largest number of ou t-of-wedlock 
b i rths to adolescent women of H ispan ic o r ig in was to Mex ican women .  
The re we re 2 8 , 5 7 7  out-of-wedloc k b i rths t o  H i span ic mother s  aged 15  to 
19 in 1 9 8 4 ; 1 7 , 1 0 3  of those b i rths wer e  to Mex ican women aged 1 5  to 1 9 .  

Out-of-wedlock b i rths made u p  1 0  percent o f  a l l  b i rths to H ispanic 
women aged 15 to 1 9 .  In add i t ion, H ispanic women aged 15 to 1 9  
accounted for 1 8  pe rcent o f  all  nonmar ital bi rths i n  th i s  age g roup . 

Overall , out-of-wedlock b i rths to non-H i spanic women aged 1 5  to 1 9  
accounted f o r  a sl ightly larger propo rtion of all  ou t-of-wedloc k b i r ths 
among non-H i spanics than among H ispanic s ,  3 3 . 7  perc ent compared to 2 9 . 1 
pe rcent respec t ively. 
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TABLE 6 . 9 Pe rcentage Of Mother s  Receiv ing I nadequate 
Pr enatal Care ( th ird t rimester only or no c ar e) , By 
Age Group Accord ing To Race And Ethnic i ty ,  Res idence 
And Mar ital Status , Nat ional Natal ity Survey 1 9 8 0  

Age G r oup 

< 2o 20-24  2 5  

Total 9 . 8 4 . 9  2 . 9  

Race/E thnic it;'i 
Black ( non-H i span ic) 12 . 8  6 . 4  3 . 6  
Wh ite ( non-H i spanic) 8 . 3  3 . 9  2 . 5  
H i spanic 11 . 9  11 . 4  6 . 4  

Res idence 
Met ropol itan 10 . 3  4 . 8  2 . 7  
Non-met ropol itan 8 . 9  5 . 3  3 . 4 

Mar ital Status 
Mar r ied 5 . 0 3 . 4 2 . 5  
Unma r r i ed 14 . 8  1 1 . 4  7. 0 

Sou rce : s .  S ing h ,  A .  Tor res and J . D .  For rest , " The Need for Prenatal 
Care in the United States : Ev idence f rom the 1 9 8 0  Nat ional Natality 
Su rvey" , Fam i ly Plann ing Pe r spect ive s ,  Vol .  1 7 ,  No . 3 ,  1 9 8 5 .  
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TABLE 6 . 9  

Table 6 . 9 shows the percentage of mothers r ece iving inadequate 
prenatal care ( th i rd tr imester only or no care) , by age g roup ac
cord ing to race and ethnic ity , residence , a;1d ma r ital statu s .  The 
data are f r om the 1 9 8 0  Nat ional Natality Su rvey (NNS ) . 

These data ind icate that in 1 9 8 0 , 9 . 8  percent of all mothers u nder 
age 2 0  rece ived inadequate prenatal care , compared to 4 . 9  pe rcent of 
mothe r s  aged 20 to 24  and 2 . 9  percent of mothe r s  aged 25 and ove r .  
B lack mothe r s  under age 2 0  were the most l i ke ly t o  rece ive inadequ ate 
prenatal care , 1 2 . 8  percent compar ed to 1 1 . 9 percent of H ispan ic and 
8 . 3  pe rcent of wh ite mothe r s ,  even though H ispan ic mothers of oth e r  
a g e s  we r e  mor e  l i ke ly than black or wh ite women t o  r ece ive i nadequate 
care . Also , u nmarr ied mothers of all age s  we r e  mor e  l ik e ly than 
mar r ied mother s to have had inadequate p renatal care . 
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TABLE 6 . 10 Number and Percent O f  L ive B i r th s  With Low B i rth 

Weig h t ·  and L ive B i rths by B i rth Weight , by Age of Mother and 
Race of Child : United States, 198 3 ;  Based On 100 Percent Of 
B i rths In Selected States And On A 50-percent Sample Of 
B irths I n  All Other States 

Age of Mother 
and Race of Child 

All Races 
All ages 
Under 1 5  years 
15-19 years 

1 5  years 
16 years 
1 7  years 
1 8  years 
19 years 

2 0-24 years 
25-29 years 
30-34 years 
35-39 years 
40-44 years 
45-49 years 

white 
All ages 
Under 15 years 
15-19 years 

1 5  years 
16 years 
1 7  years 
1 8  years 
19 years 

20-24 years 
25-29 yea r s  
3 0 - 3 4  years 
35-39 years 
40-44 years 
45-49 years 

All Other 
All ages 
Under 1 5  years 
15-19 years 

15 years 
1 6  years 
17 years 
18 years 
19 years 

20-24 years 
25-29 years 
30-34 years 
35-39 years 
40-44 years 
45-49 years 

Black 
All ages 
Under 15 years 
15-19 years 

1 5  years 
16 years 
1 7  years 
18 years 
19 years 

20-24 years 
25-29 years 
30-34 years 
35-39 years 
40-44 years 
45-49 years 

1Less than 2 , 500 g rams. 

Low B irth Weight1 

Number 

2 4 6 , 1 0 5  
1 , 3 5 0  

4 3 , 81 7  
2 , 74 4  
5 , 789 
8 ,  719 

1 2 , 0 8 7  
1 4 , 4 7 8  
7 8 , 444 
6 8 , 2 2 4  
3 8 , 762 
1 3 , 180 

2 , 220 
1 0 8  

1 6 3 ,  l l 7  
428 

2 4 , 5 0 3  
1 , 187 
2 , 981 
4 , 794 
6 ; 968 
8 , 573 

51 , 1 22 
4 8 , 13 8  
2 8 , 01 3  

9 , 3 0 2  
1 , 540 

71 

8 2 , 988 
922 

1 9 , 3 1 4  
1 , 557 
2 , 80 8  
3 , 925 
5 , 119 
5, 9 0 5  

2 7 , 322 
2 0 , 086 
10, 749 

3 , 878 
680 

37 

7 3 , 178 
8 9 1  

1 8 , 1 4 7  
1 , 5 0 1  
2 , 678 
3 , 70 3  
4 , 782 
5 , 4 8 3  

2 4 , 699 
1 7 , 2 3 1  

8 ,  640 
3 , 018 

530 
2 2  

Percent 

6 . 7  
13 . 6  

9 . 3  
1 1 . 4  
1 0 . 9  

9 . 8  
9 . 3  
8 . 4  
6 . 9 
5 . 9  
5 . 9 
6 . 7 
8 . 3  
9 . 8  

5 . 6  
1 0 . 8  

7 . 6 
9 . 2  
9 . 2  
8 . 1  
7. 7 
6 . 8 
5. 7 
5 . 0  
5 . 1  
5 . 9  
7 . 4  
9 . 0  

1 1 . 1 
1 5 . 4  
1 3 . 0  
13 . 8  
13 . 6  
13 . 2  
1 2 . 9  
12 . 5  
1 1 . 3  
1 0 . 2  

9 . 9 
1 0 . 6  
1 1 . 6 
1 1 . 9 

1 2 . 4  
1 5 . 6 
1 3 . 5  
14 . 1  
14 . 0  
13 . 7  
1 3 . 4  
13 . 1  
1 2 . 2  
1 1 . 7 
11 . 7  
12 . 6  
1 3 . 6  
13 . 1  

Total 

3 , 669 , 141 
9 , 9 6 5  

4 69 , 6 8 2  
2 4 , 14 2  
5 3 , 178 
8 9 , 4 2 4  

130 , 159 
172 , 77 9  

1 , 1 41 , 57 8  
1 , 16 5 , 711 

658 , 49 6  
19 5 , 755 

2 6 , 846 
1 , 108 

2 , 9 2 3 , 502 
3 , 959 

3 2 0 , 95 3  
1 2 , 869 
3 2 , 529 
5 9 , 618 
90 , 4 70 

12 5 , 4 67 
8 9 8 , 919 
9 6 9 , 0 61 
549 , 595 
1 5 9 , 2 4 6  

2 0 , 974 
795 

7 4 5 , 639 
6 , 0 0 6  

1 4 8 , 729 
11 , 2 7 3  
20 , 649 
2 9 , 8 0 6  
3 9 , 689 
4 7. 312 

242 , 659 
1 9 6 , 6 5 0  
1 0 8 , 901 

3 6 , 5 0 9  
5 ,  872 

313 

592 . 74 5  
5 ,  7 2 0  

1 3 4 , 3 9 2  
1 0 , 6 37 
1 9 , 1 5 8  
2 7 , 11 2  
3 5 , 656 
41, 829 

203 , 562 
14 7 , 111 

7 3 , 858 
2 4 , 0 2 8  

3 , 906 
168 

Sources : NCHS ,  "Advanced F inal Natality by Statistics, 
!983 ft , Monthly Vital Stat i s t ics Repor t ,  Vo l .  3 5 ,  No . 4 ,  
July 198 6 .  
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TABLE 6 . 10 

Table 6 . 10 shows the number and pe rc ent of bab ies w ith low b i r th 
we ight by age and race of mother in 1 9 84 . Data are f rom the Nat ional 
Cente r for Hea lth Statistic s .  

I n  gene r a l , mothe rs less than age 2 0  and aged 4 0  to 4 9  wer e  mor e  
l i ke ly than women aged 2 0  t o  3 9  t o  have babies w ith low b i r th we ights.  
Ove r 1 3  percent of the bab ies born to women under age 1 5  had low bi rth 
rate s ,  mor e  than 9 percent of those born to women aged 1 5  to 1 9 ,  8 . 3  
percent of those born to women aged 4 0  to 4 4 ,  and almost 10 perce nt 
bor n  to women aged 4 5  to 4 9 .  

Black babies born to mother s  of all age s  wer e  more l i ke ly to have 
low bi rth we ig hts than wh ite babie s .  About 6 pe rcent of all  wh i te 
bab ies had low b i rth we ights compared to ove r 1 1  percent of all  black 
bab ie s .  Ove r 1 0  pe rcent of the wh i te bab ies bor n  to teens less than 
age 15 and 7 . 6 percent of the wh ite babies bor n  to teens aged 15 to 1 9  
had low b i rth we ights compared t o  1 5 . 4  pe rcent o f  blac k  bab ies born to 
teens u nder age 1 5  and 1 3 . 0  percent of those born to teens aged 1 5  to 
1 9 .  
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TABLE 6 . 11 E st imated Cumulat ive Percent o f  Women Aged 
15 to 19 Ever Exper ienc ing A F i rst B i rth By S ing le Year 
of Age , Race And E thnic ity* , 1982  Nat ional Survey of 
Fam ily Growth 

Agel 

Total Sam:12le 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
N 1888  

Whites 
15 
16 
17  
18  
19 
N 1253 

Blacks 
15  
16 
17  
1 8  
19  
N 5 81 

H i s:12anics 
15  
16 

Cumulat ive Percent Having a F irst B i rth 

0 . 2  
3 . 2  
5 . 5 

12 . 0  
1 7 . 1 

2 . 2  
3 . 3  

10 . 7  
13 . 2  

1 . 2  
7 . 8  

15 . 5  
20 . 3  
39 . 8  

17 5 . 1 
18 2 9 . 6 
19 47 . 0  
N 159 

--Ce ll si zes were less than 2 0 .  

*H ispanic pe rsons may be o f  any race , and wh ites and 
blac ks may include Hispanic pe r sons.  

1s ingle year s of age refer to the midpoints in the age 
intervals, e . g . , 15 means 15 . 5  years.  

Source : Spec ial tabulat ions from the 1982  Nat ional 
Survey of Family Growth,  conducted by the Nat ional Center 
for Health Statistic s ,  DHHS . 
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TABLE 6 . 11 

Table 6 . 11 p re sents the est imated cumulat ive percent of women aged 
15 to 19 ever exper ienc ing a f i rst b i rth by age , race and e thnic i ty .  
The data are f rom the 1 9 8 2  Nat ional Su rvey of Fam i ly Growth (NSFG ) . 

These data i nd icate that among all women ,  1 7 . 1 percent had a f i rst 
b i rth before age 2 0 .  The est imated proport ion of women havi ng a f irst 
b i rth before age 20  was the h ighest for H ispanic women ,  4 7 . 0  percent , 
compared to 3 9 . 8 percent for black women and 1 3 . 2  percent for wh ite 
women .  Most of these b i rths occur a t  age s  1 8  and 1 9 .  At  age 1 7 ,  
blacks are 3 t imes more l ikely than H ispanic women to have had a b i rth.  



Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Risking the Future:  Adolescent Sexuality, Pregnancy, and Childbearing, Volume II Statistical Appendices only

A- 1 2 8  I 4 80 

TABLE 6 . 12 Cumu lat ive Percent Having A F ir st B i rth By S ingle 
Year Of Age , Race And E thnic ityl , And By Mother ' s  Educa t ion, 
Educat ion in 1979 ; 1 9 8 3  N at ional Long itud i nal Survey of You t h  

Tota l  S ample 

Males Females 

Respondent ' s  Mothe r ' s  Educat ion 

Age* <Hs =HS ;;;. Hs <Hs =HS ;;;. Hs 

Total sam121e 
15 . 1  . 1  0 . 7  . 3  . 1  
1 6  . 4  . 2  . 1  3 . 4  . 9  . 2  
1 7  1 . 2  . 6  . 1  9 . 1  2 . 9  1 . 6  
1 8  3 . 1  1 . 4  • 5 1 6 . 5  6. 0 2 . 5  
1 9  6 . 5  3 . 2  1 . 0  2 4 . 3  10. 2 5 . 2  
20 1 1 . 7 5 . 8  2 . 7  34 . 6  1 6 . 0 7. 5 
N 1808 1878 790 1 9 75 1791 756 

Whi tes 
15 0 0 0 . 5  . 2  0 
1 6  . 2  0 0 2 . 1  . 7  0 
1 7  . 4  . 2  0 6 . 4  2 . 1  1 . 1 
1 8  2 . 0  . 6  . 3  13 . 1  4 . 4 1 . 7 
1 9  4 . 5  2 . 1  . 6  1 9 . 8 8 . 3  4 . 3 
20 9 . 1  4 . 8  2 . 1  3 0 . 9 13 . 9  6 . 3  
N 81 4 1359 592 833 1288 5 7 7  

< HS ;;;. HS < Hs ;;;. Hs 

� 
15 . 6  . 7  1 . 6  . 9  
1 6  1 . 0  1 . 5  7. 5 2 . 7 
1 7  4 . 0  3 . 5  1 7 . 9 9 . 2  
1 8  7 . 0  5. 8 2 7 . 3  1 7 . 0  
1 9  11. 9 10 . 4  3 8 . 2  2 2 . 3  
2 0  1 8 . 4  13 . 1  4 7 . 1  2 8 . 5  
N 541 525 595 4 9 9  

H is12anics 
15 . 4  
1 6  . 4  3 . 2 . 7  
1 7  . 6  . 4  8 . 2  • 7 
1 8  2 . 8  2 . 8  1 6 . 3  3 . 7  
1 9  7. 6 4 . 6  2 3 . 9  1 1 . 7  
20 14 . 2  6 . 1  33 . 1  1 8 . 9  
N 4 5 3  192 4 9 6  183 

*Pe rcentages refer to birthday for spec i f ied age s ,  e . g . , 15 
means by 1 5th bi rthday or by end of age 14 . 

1H i spanic Pe r sons may be of any r ace . 

Note : Sample is l imited to respondents age 2 0  and over a t  
1983 survey date . 

S ou rce : Spec ial Tabulations f rom the 1983 Nat ional 
Long it idunal Survey of Youth , Center for Human Resource 
Researc h, Ohio State Unive r s i ty .  



Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Risking the Future:  Adolescent Sexuality, Pregnancy, and Childbearing, Volume II Statistical Appendices only

TABLE 6 . 1 2  

Table 6 . 1 2 d i splays 
by mothe r ' s educat ion. 
Su rvey of Youth (NLS) • 

A-1 2 9  I 4 81 

the cumu lat ive percent r eport ing a f i rst b i r th 
Data are f rom the 1 9 8 3  Nat ional Long itud i nal 

Males wer e  less l ikely than females to r eport hav ing a ch i ld by 
age 2 0 , desp i te the h ighe r  pe rcent of males than females who we r e  
sexually act ive by age 2 0 .  Also ,  blac k s  w e r e  more l i kely than wh ites 
or h i spanics to report a f i r s t  b i rth by age 20  regardless of the i r  
mother ' s  educat ion. I n  general , however ,  adolescent males whose 
mothe r s  had less than hig h  school educat ions wer e  mor e  l ikely to have 
c h i ld by age 20 than those whose mother ' s  educat ion was h ig h  school or 

· more . Of  a l l  male s ,  the proport ion with a c h i ld was about 1 2  percent 
among those whose mother ' s  educat ion was less than h ig h  school , less 
than 6 percent among those whose mothers had completed h ig h  school , 
and le ss than 3 percent among males whose mothers had gone beyond h ig h  
school educat ion . 

Among the female s ,  the proport ion r epor t ing a b i r th by age 2 0  was 
about 3 5  pe rcent among those whose mothe r ' s educat ion was less than 
high schoo l ,  16 pe rcent of those whose mother s  had a h ig h  school edu
cat ion and 8 pe rcent among those whose mothe r s  had mor e  than a high 
school educat ion . Blacks we re more l i kely to report hav ing a b i r th ,  
regardless o f  the mothe r ' s educat ion. 
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TABLE 6 . 1 3 Infant Mortal ity Rates ( deaths a t  less one year of 
age per 1 , 000  l ive bi rths) By Age Of Mother ,  u . s .  1 9 6 0  S tudy 
Of Infant Mortality From L inked Reco rds And 1 9 8 0  Nat ional 
Natal ity Survey/Nat ional Death I ndex ( NNS/NDI ) 

Age of Mother 

Under 20 years 
2 0-24 
2 5 - 2 9  
3 0-34  

35+ years 

1960 Study of 
of L i nked Records 

Rate 

33 . 1  
24 . 2  
22 . 4  
23 . 7  
2 6 . 7 

1 9 8 0  NNS/NDI 

Rate 

1 7 . 4  
12 . 5  

9 . 8 
14 . 7  
1 8  . 4 *  

Stand a rd 
Er ror 

2 . 4 
1 . 3  
1 . 3  
2 . 5  
7 . 7 

Percent 
Dec l ine 

4 7 . 4  
4 8 . 3  
5 6 . 3  
3 8 . 0 
3 1 . 1 

* Infant mortal ity rates based on less than 3 0  sample cases do 
not meet standard s of rel iab i l ity or p rec i s ion. 

Sou rce : K .G .  Keppe l ,  P .J .  Placek , G .A .  S impson and s . s .  Kessel 
" Infant Mortality Rates f rom the 1980 Nat ional Natality Survey 
and Twenty Year Trend Compar i sons" NCHS , Unpubl ished pape r ,  1 9 8 5 .  
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TABLE 6 . 13 

Table 6 . 13 presents infant mortality rates by age of mothe r for 
1960 and 1 9 8 0 . The 1 9 6 0  data are f rom the S tudy of Infant Mortal i ty 
From L inked Record s and the 1 9 8 0  d ata are f rom the Nat ional N atal i ty 
Survey/Nat ional Death Index . 

The se data ind icate that in 1 9 6 0  mothers under age 2 0  had the 
highest i nfant mortality rate , 33 . 1  infant deaths per 1 , 0 0 0  l ive 
b i rt h s .  In 1 98 0 ,  t h e  infant mortality r ate f o r  mothe r s  under a g e  2 0  
was 1 7 . 4  deaths per 1 , 0 0 0  bi rth s ,  a 4 7 . 4  pe rcent dec l ine . The infant 
mo rtal ity rates in 1 9 8 0  for mother s  under age 2 0  we re s t i ll h ighe r than 
for mothe r s  aged 20 to 34 , despite the ove rall dec l ine in u . s .  infant 
mor tal ity rate s .  The rate for mothers over age 3 5  i s  based o n  too few 
cases to be a r e l iable est imate . 
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VI I .  ADOPTION OF CHILDREN BORN TO ADOLESCENTS 

Th is sec t ion presents informat ion on adolescent placement for 
adopt ion of premar ital b i rths,  by age and race of the mother . There 
i s  no nat ional system for  the collect ion of data on adopt ions or  the 
cha r acter istics of mother s  who rel inqu ish children for adopt ion . The 
data p resented here are from the Nat ional Survey of Family Growth , 
Nat ional Survey of Young Women (NSYW) , and the S tate of Californ i a .  
Problems w ith these data inc lude u nder-repo r t ing and incomplete infor
mat ion on cha r acter istics of the mother s  rel inqu i sh ing c h i ld ren for 
adopt ion .  These data , howeve r ,  do demonstr ate the dec l ining tendency 
of adolescents to g ive up a ch i ld bor n  ou t of wedloc k .  

A-1 3 3  I 4 8 5  
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TABLE 7 . 1 Percentage D istr ibut ion Of Prema r i tal L ive B i rths Result ing From F ir st 
Pregnanc ies Of Women Aged 15-19 At Interview ,  By L iving Ar rangements Of Baby And Race Of 
Mother : 1 98 2 , 1 9 7 6 ,  and 1 9 71 

Pe rcentage D i str ibut ion 

All Races Wh ite and Other B lack 

--

L iving Arrangements 
Of Baby 1982 1 9 7 6  1 9 7 1  1 9 8 2  1 9 7 6  1 9 7 1  1 9 8 2  1 9 7 6  1 9 7 1  

A l l  B i rths 133 148 259 50 2 5  3 9  83 123 2 2 0  
( numbe r i n  sample) 

Total 10 0 . 0  10 0 . 0  10 0 . 0  100 . 0  1 00 . 0  100 . 0  100 . 0  100 . 0  100 . 0  
I n  mothe r ' s household 92 . 6  93 . 3  8 5 . 6 9 1 . 1 8 7 . 2  72 . 2  94 . 7  9 6 . 8 92 . 4  
With relat ives 

or f r iend sa 2 . 5  1 . 0  4 . 7  1 . 5 2 . 9  5 . 8 4 . 0  o . o  4 . 2 
Adopted 4 . 6  2 . 6  7 . 6 7 . 4  7 . 0  1 8 . 4  0 . 7  o . o  2 . 0  
No longer l iving 0 . 3  3 . 1  2 . 1  o . o  2 . 9  3 . 6  0 . 6  3 . 2  1 . 4  

a"Fr iend s" was a va l id code in the 1971  and 1 9 7 6  surveys , but not i n  the 1 9 8 2  su rvey . 

Sou rce : C .A .  Bachrac h ,  "Adopt ion Plans , Adopted Children , and Adopted Mothe r s" , Journal 
of Mar r iage and the Family, 4 8  (May 1 9 8 6 ) : 2 4 3  - 2 5 3 . Rep r i nted by pe rmi ss ion . 
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TABLE 7 . 1 

Table 7 . 1  shows the percentage d i str ibut ion of p remar ital l ive 
bi rths resu lt ing f r om f i r s t  pregnanc ies to women aged 15 to 19 by the 
l iving ar rang ements of baby and the r ace of the mothe r for 1 9 8 2 , 1 9 7 6 , 
and 1 9 71 .  I t  shou ld be noted that under -repo r ti ng i s  presumed on sur
vey quest ions conc e rning rel inqu i shment for adop t ion ; howeve r ,  the 
extent of under- report ing cannot be est imated in the absence of data 
f rom any othe r report ing system .  The data for 1 9 7 6  and 1 971 are f rom 
the Nat ional S u rvey s of Young Women.  The 1 9 8 2  data are from the 1 9 8 2  
Nat ional Survey of Family Growth . (NSFG )  

Among women of all races the propor t ion of women aged 15 t o  1 9  
report ing that the child resu lt ing f rom the i r  f i rst prema r i tal preg
nancy was adopted was lowe r in 1 9 8 2  than in 1 9 71 , 4 . 6  pe rcent in 1 9 8 2  
compared t o  7 . 6 percent in 1 9 7 1 . Among wh ite and other women ( nonblack 
women) aged 15 to 1 9 , the proportion dec l ined from 1 8 . 4  pe rcent in 1 9 71 
to 7 . 4  percent in 1 9 8 2 . Among black women aged 1 5  to 1 9  the p ropor t ion 
decl ined f rom 2 pe rcent in 1 9 71 to le ss than 1 pe rcent in 1 9 8 2 . 
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TABLE 7 . 2  Pe rcentage Of Bab ies Born Premar itally To Women 1 5- 4 4  
Year s Of  Age At I nterv iew Who Wer e  P laced For Adopt ion B y  Age Of 
Mother At B i rth Of Ch i ld And Race , 1982  Nat ional Survey of Fam i ly 
Growth 

Percentage Placed fo r Adopt ion 

All Races Wh ite B lac k 

A l l  B i rths 6 . 2  12 . 2  0 . 4  
(N= 8 , 4 5 5 )  (N=3 , 8 8 6 )  (N=4 , 4 2 6 )  

Age o f  Mother a t  B i rth 
1 7  or  young e r  8 . 1  1 7 . 2  1 . 0  
18-19 4 . 6  10 . 1  0 . 0 
20-4 4  5 . 9 10 . 9  0 . 2  

Year of B i rth 
Before 1 9 7 3  8 . 5 19 . 5  0 . 7 
1 9 7 3  or late r 4 . 6  8 . 0  0 . 1  

Sou rce : C .A .  Bachrac h ,  "Adopt ive Plans , Adopted Child r e n ,  and 
Adopted Mothers" , Jou rnal of Mar r iage and the Family, 4 8  (May 
1 9 8 6 ) : 2 4 3- 2 5 3 . Repr inted by permission. 
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TABLE 7 . 2  

Table 7 . 2  shows the proport ion of babies born to unmarr ied women 
( ag ed 1 5  to 4 4  at the date of the interv iew) who wer e  placed for adop
tion by the age o f  the mother at the b i rth of the child accord ing to 
race . (Aga i n ,  i t  should be noted that under -reporting of adopt ion is  
l i kely . )  Data are f rom the 1 9 8 2  Nat ional S urvey of F amily Growth 
(NSFG ) • 

A h igher p ropo r t ion of wh ite women had placed a child born pre
mar itally for adoption than blac k  women ,  12 . 2  percent compar ed to less 
than 1 percent . Among wh ite women who wer e  age 17 or younge r  at the 
bi rth of the c h i ld ,  1 7 . 2  pe rcent placed the c h i ld for adopt ion com
pa red to 1 percent of black women who wer e  ag e 17 or  younge r  at the 
bi rth of the child.  

Of  women who had a p remar ital b i rth before 1 9 7 3 , 1 9 . 5 percent of 
the wh ite women and . 7  pe rcent of blac k  women placed the c h i ld for 
adopt ion .  Of  women who had a p rema rital b i r th dur ing 1 9 7 3  or  late r ,  8 
pe rcent of the wh i te women and . 1  percent of the blac k  women plac ed 
the ch ild for adopt ion . 
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TABLE 7 . 3  Adoptions by Type* and Age o f  Mother ,  S tate of Cal ifornia Selected Yea r s ,  1 9 6 7  
t o  1983 

Age of 
Year Mother 

FY ' l982-83 A l l  Ages 
10-14 
15-16 
17-18 

< 19 

FY ' l981-B2 All Ages 
10-14 
15-16 
17-18 

<19 

FY ' l980-81 All Ages 
10-14 
15-16 
17-18 

<19 

1 9 7 9  (Jan-Dec) All Ages 
10-14 
15-19 

<20 

1 9 7 6  (Jan-Dec ) All Ages 
10-14 
15-19 

<20 

1 9 7 5  (Jan-Dec) All Ages 
10-14 
15-19 

<20 

1 9 6 9  (Jan-Dec) All Ages 
10-14 
15-19 

<20 

1 9 6 7  (Jan-Dec) All Ages 
10-14 
1 5-19 

<20 

Number of 
Rel inqu ishment1 

Adoptions 

1 , 8 3 1  
4 7  

165 
288 
500 

1 , 991 
3 6  

2 0 4  
308 
54 8 

1, 937 
34 

208 
3 2 4  
566 

2 , 170 
50 

857 
907 

2 , 2 51 
68 

924 
992 

2 , 63 8  
6 2  

1 , 133 
1 , 195 

8 , 151 
87 

3 , 476 
3 , 563 

n . a . 
n. a .  
n . a .  

% o f  Total 
Rel i nqu i shment 
Adopt ions 

1 00 . 0  
2 . 6  
9 . 0 

1 5 . 7  
2 7 . 3  

1 00 . 0  
1 . 8  

10 . 2  
1 5 . 5  
2 7 . 5 

10 0 . 0  
1 . 8 

1 0 . 7  
16 . 7  
2 9 . 2  

100 . 0  
2 . 3 

39 . 5  
41. 8 

100 . 0  
3 . 0  

41 . 1  
44 . 1  

100 . 0  
2 . 4  

4 2 . 8  
4 5 . 3  

1 00 . 0  
1 . 1  

4 2 . 6  
4 3 . 7  

n . a .  
n . a .  
n . a .  

Number o f  
Independent2 

Adoptions 

1 , 534 
32 

159 
307 
498 

1 , 534 
3:<! 

169 
307 
508 

n . a .  

n . a .  

n . a .  

n . a .  

n . a .  

8 , 1 9 5  
n . a .  
n . a .  
3 , 419 

% of Total 
I ndependent 
Adoptions 

10 0 . 0  
2 . 1  

1 1 . 0 
20 . 0  
33 . 1  

1 00 . 0  
2 . 1  

11 . 0  
2 0 . 0  
33 . 1  

n . a .  

n . a .  

n . a .  

n . a .  

n . a .  

100 . 0  
n . a.  
n . a .  

41. 7 

1Relinqu i shment is def ined to include cases in which the c h ild is turned over to a publ ic 
or private adopt ion agency for placement . 

2r ndependent adoptions are those in which the mother of the c h i ld a r r anges the adoption 
independent of or through an adopt ion agency . The data for independent adopt ions are 
collected in survey form and the exact response r ate i s  not known. 

n . a .  - not avai lable . 

*Foreign born adoptions are not included under e ither rel inqu i shment or independent adopt ions. 
Adopt ions by relat ives of the child are included i n  both totals and represent approximate ly 1 5  
percent of t h e  total number of adopt ions f o r  both c ategor ies although they are not tabulated 
separately f rom nonrelative adoptions. 

S ou rce : Prog r am I nformation Ser ies Repor t s ;  Depar tment of Soc ial Services , Califor n ia , 198 5 .  
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TABLE 7 . 3  

Table 7 . 3  shows the number and percentage d istr ibution regard ing 
relinqu i shment and independent adopt ions by the age of the mothe r ,  for 
the State of Cal i fornia.  Data on adopt ions are collected by the De
partment of Soc ial Services i n  Cal ifor n i a .  

The important features of these data are the trends in the de
c reasing numbe r of total adopt ions and the dec lining proport ion of 
adopted bab ies whose b i rth mothers wer e  less than age 19 or 2 0 .  I n  
1 9 6 9  the re we r e  8 , 1 51 relinqu ishment adopt ions and 3 , 56 3 , o r  4 4  per
cent , of those bab ies were born to mothe r s  under age 2 0 . In  FY ' l 9 8 2-
8 3 ,  the r e  we re only 1 , 8 31 total rel inqu ishment adopt ions and only 5 0 0 , 
or 2 7  pe rcent of those bab ies wer e  born to mother s  less than age 1 9 .  

A lthough data a re ava ilable for fewe r yea r s  r egarding independent 
adopt ion s ,  the same t rend is evident . In  1 9 6 7  the re were 8 , 1 9 5  adop
t ions and 3 , 4 1 9 ,  o r  4 2  percent , of those babi e s  wer e  born to mothers 
le ss than age 2 0 , wh ile in FY ' l982-83 there wer e  only 1 , 534 indepen
dent adopt ions and 4 9 8 ,  or 33 pe rcent , of those bab ies born to mothe rs 
under age 1 9 .  
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VI I I . ADOLESCENT PARENTS 

Th i s  sect ion p resents informat ion on characte r i st ic s  of adolescent 
parents . Data on educat ional attainment , subsequent pregnanc ies,  and 
soc ial and economic status of the parents a re shown.  These data are 
f rom the 1 9 8 3  Nat ional Long itud ina l  Survey ( NLS) and 1982  Nat iona l 
Survey of Fam i ly Growth (NSFG) • The maj o r  controls u sed i n  these 
tables a r e  race and age and no tests of statistical s ignif icance are 
presented . These data a r e  i nc luded to prov ide a desc r ipt ion of the 
character istic s  of adolescent parents.  Caut ion should be u sed i n  
d r aw ing conclu s ions from the se tables on consequences of adolescent 
parenthood . 

A-141 I 493  
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TABLE 8 . 1 Percent of Women Aged 20-29  Complet ing H igh School By Age A t  
B irth O f  F irst Ch i ld , Race And E th n ic ity* , 1 9 8 2  N a t ional Survey of F am i ly 
Growth 

Percent of Women 20-29 Complet ing L e s s  
Than 1 2  Years of Schoo l ing 

Age at Number 
F irst B irth Percent of Women 

Total Mothers 25 ( 1739)  
Under 15 68  (42 )  
15-1 7 51 ( 4 2 4 )  
18-19 34 (467 )  
20-21 19  ( 3 5 8 )  
22-24 10 ( 31 2 )  
2 5-29 5 ( 133 )  

Women with no birth s 7 ( 1252 ) 

Wh i te Total Mothers 2 6  ( 7 6 4 )  
U nder 15 ( 2 )  
15-17 55  ( 116)  
18-19 39 ( 170 )  
20-21 21 ( 181) 
22-24 10 (204 )  
2 5-29 5 ( 9 0 )  

Women w i th no births 6 (820 )  

B l ack Total Mothers 2 6  ( 9 4 2 )  
Under 15 62 (40 ) 
15-1 7 4 3  ( 3 0 4 )  
18-19 23 (286)  
20-21 11 ( 172 ) 
22-24 8 ( 101)  
2 5-29 0 ( 3 7 )  

Women with no births 9 (404 ) 

H i sean i c  Total Mothers 58 ( 113)  
Under 15 (0 ) 
15-1 7 76 ( 2 3 )  
18-19 69 ( 2 1) 
20-21 5 5  ( 3 8 )  
22-24 3 9  (24 ) 
2 5-29 ( 7 )  

Women with no births 17 ( 51) 

-- Ce l l  s i zes were less than 2 0 .  

*H i spanic Persons may b e  of any race , and wh ites and black s may inc lude 
H ispanic person s .  

Source : Spec ial tabu lat ions from the 1982 N at ional Survey of F am i ly 
Growth ,  Cycle I I I , conduc ted by the N a t ional Center for Hea lth 
Sta t i s t i c s ,  DHH S .  
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TABLE 8 . 1  

Table 8 . 1  shows the percent of women aged 2 0  to 2 9  completing less 
than 1 2  yea r s  of school ing by age at f i r st bi rth , rac e  and e thnic ity . 
The data are f rom the 1 9 8 2  Nat ional Survey of Family Growth (NSFG ) . 

I n  genera l ,  women who had a f ir s t  b i rth before age 2 0  wer e  con
s iderably more l ikely to complete less than 1 2  year s  of school ing than 
women who gave bi rth at age 20 or late r .  The percent of women com
plet ing less than 1 2  years of school ing was 6 8  percent for those under 
aged 1 5 ,  51 pe rcent for those aged 1 5  to 1 7 ,  and 3 4  pe rcent for women 
aged 1 8  to 19 at f i rst b i rth , compar ed to 19 percent of women aged 2 0  
to 21 , 1 0  pe rcent o f  women aged 2 2  to 2 4  and 5 pe rcent of women aged 
25 to 29 at f i r st b i rth. 

Add i t iona l ly ,  white and H ispanic women with age at f i r st b irth 
less than 2 0  wer e  more l ikely to complete less than 1 2  yea r s  of 
school i ng than blac k  women .  For instanc e ,  5 5  percent o f  the wh ite 
women and 76 pe rcent of the H i span ic women aged 15 to 17 at f i rst 
birth completed less than 12 year s  of school ing compared to 43 pe rcent 
of the blac k  women aged 15  to 1 7  at f i r s t  birth.  
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TABLE 8 . 2  Percent of Mothers Aged 2 0 - 2 9  Having A Subsequent B ir th Within 2 4  Months Of 
The F i rst , By The i r  Age at F i rst B i r t h ,  Race And Ethnic ity* , 1 9 8 2  Nat ional Survey of 
Family G rowth 

% of Women 2 0 - 2 4  
w/2nd B irth W ithin 
2 4  Months of 1st ( n) 

Number 

% of Women 25-29 
w/2nd B i r th Within 
24 Months of 1st (N) 

Age at 
F i r s t  
B i rth Percent of Women Percent 

Number 
of Women 

Total 

White 

B lac k 

A l l  Mothe rs 17 
Under 15 18 
15-17 18 
1 8-19 2 5  
2 0 - 2 1  1 4  
2 2 - 2 4  7 
2 5 - 2 9  n . a .  

Total 18 
Under 1 5  
15-1 7 16 
18-19 27 
20-21 15 
2 2 -- 24 8 
25-29 n . a .  

Total 17 
Under 15 2 0  
15-17 2 5  
18-19 17 
20- 21 9 
2 2 - 2 4  4 
2 5 - 2 9  n . a .  

H i span ic Total 
Under 15 
1 5- 1 7  
18-19 
20-21 
2 2- 2 4  
2 5 - 2 9  

11 

n . a .  

--Cell s i ze s  were les than 2 0 .  

( 6 5 3 )  
( 2 4 )  

( 1 87)  
( 2 0 3 )  
( 1 67)  

( 71) 
n . a .  

( 2 6 2 )  
( 2 )  

( 51 )  
( 78 )  
( 8 7 ) 
( 4 4 )  

n . a .  

( 3 8 0 )  
( 2 2 )  

( 13 4 )  
( 12 0 )  

( 7 7 )  
( 2 6 )  

n. a .  

( 3 4 )  
( 0 )  
( 9 ) 
( 6 )  

( 15 )  
(4 )  

n . a .  

18 

2 0  
2 4  
17 
1 8  
11 

1 7  

1 7  
2 4  
1 8  
1 8  
1 0  

21 

28 
2 4  
13 
1 9  
10 

20 

9 
14 

( 10 8 6 )  
( 1 8 )  

( 23 7 )  
( 2 6 4 )  
( 1 9 1) 
( 2 41 )  
( 13 3 )  

( 5 0 2 )  
( 0 )  

( 6 5 )  
( 9 2 )  
( 9 4 )  

( 1 60)  
( 9 0 )  

( 5 6 2 )  
( 18 )  

( 17 0 )  
( 16 6 )  

( 9 5 )  
( 7 5 )  
( 3 7 )  

( 7 9 )  
( 0 )  

( 14 )  
( 15 )  
( 2 3) 
( 2 0 )  

( 7 )  

% o f  Women 2 0 - 2 9  
w/2nd B i r th Within 
24 Months of 1st (�) 

Percent 

18 
1 6  
1 9  
2 5  
1 5  
1 6  
1 1  

1 8  

1 6  
2 6  
1 6  
1 5  
10 

1 9  
1 6  
2 7  
2 0  
1 1  
1 5  
1 0  

1 6  

14 
3 4  
13 
11 

Number 
of Women 

( 17 3 9 )  
( 4 2 )  

( 4 2 4 )  
( 4 6 7 )  
( 3 5 8 )  
( 3 1 2 )  
( 13 3 ) 

( 7 6 4 )  
( 2 )  

( 11 6 )  
( 1 70)  
( 181) 
( 2 0 4 )  

( 9 0 )  

( 9 4 2 )  
( 4 0 )  

( 304 ) 
( 2 8 6 )  
( 17 2 )  
( 101) 

( 3 7 )  

( 11 3 )  
( 0 ) 

( 2 3 )  
( 2 1) 
( 3 8 )  
( 2 4 )  

( 7 )  

*H ispanic per sons may b e  o f  any r ace , and wh ites and blacks may include H ispanic per sons.  

n . a .  - not appl icable . 

S ou rce : Spec ial tabulations f rom the 1982 N at ional S urvey of F am i ly G r owth , conducted by 
the National Center for Health Stat istic s ,  DHHS . 
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TABLE 8 . 2  

T able 8 . 2  shows the pe rcent of women aged 2 0  to 2 9  havi ng a subse
quent b i rth within 24  months by the i r  age at f i r st b i rth.  The data 
are f rom the 1 9 8 2  N at ional Survey of Family Growth (NSFG ) . 

Among women aged 2 0  to 2 9 ,  1 9  pe rcent of the blac k s ,  18  percent of 
the wh ites and 16 percent of the H ispani c s  had a second b i rth w i th in 
2 4  months of the f i r st .  The h ighest pe rcent having a second b i rth 
among wh ite and H ispanic women aged 20 to 29 wer e  women who f i r st g ave 
b i rth at age 1 8  or 1 9 ,  2 5  and 34 pe rcent respect ively . Among black 
women howeve r ,  women who f i rst g ave b i rth at age s  15 to 17 were the 
most likely to have a second b i rth with i n  24 month s .  

I n  gene r al , women who f i r st gave b irth before age 2 0  we re a t  least 
as  l i ke ly ,  and i n  some cases more l ikely ,  than women aged 20 to 29 at 
f i rst bi rth to have a second b irth w ithin 24  months of the f i r st .  
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TABLE 8 . 3  Cumu lat ive Percentage O f  Metropol i tan-Area Women Aged 1 5- 1 9  Who Had A 
Premar ital Second Pregnancy , By Number Of Months Following Outcome Of The Premar ital 
First P r egnancy , According To Race , Outcome A nd Age At Conc lus ion Of F ir s t  P r egnancy , 
1 9 7 1 ,  19 7 6  And 1979 

Months Race Outcome Age 
A fter 1st 
Outcome 
by Year Total White Black B i rth Abortion � 1 6  1 7-19 

1971 (N=214 ) (N=3 6 )  ( N= l 7 8 )  ( N= l 7 3 )  (N=4 1 )  (N= l l O )  (N= l04 ) 
6 7 . 8 0 . 0  12 . 4  8 . 2  6 . 6  7 . 8 7 . 9 

1 2  1 2 . 4  2 . 2  18 . 0  13 . 2  9 . 6 14 . 4  9 . 4  
18 23 . 0  10 . 5  2 9 . 0  23 . 1  2 3 . 3  2 1 . 5 3 0 . 1  
24 33 . 1  31 . 7  33 . 9  2 3 . 8  60 . 6  33 . 3  30 . 1  

1976 ( N= l 7 5 )  (N=50) ( N= l 2 5 )  ( N= l 2 6 )  (N=49) (N= lO O )  (N=75) 
6 7 . 5 8 . 4  6 . 3  6 . 7 8 . 4  4 . 2 1 0 . 7 

1 2  1 9 . 9 1 7 . 1 2 1 . 9 23 . 4  13 . 0  2 0 . 7  1 7 . 5 
18 2 7 . 2 1 7 . 1 34 . 4  33 . 4  15 . 0  2 6 . 2  28 . 5  
24 3 6 . 0  2 6 . 2  4 2 . 8  3 6 . 0 3 9 . 3  3 1 . 7 44 . 4  

1 9 7 9  ( N=290 ) ( N= ll O )  (N= l80 ) ( N= l 6 9 )  ( N= l 21 )  (N=l81) (N= l09 ) 
6 6 . 4  6 . 3  6 . 6  3 . 7  9 . 0  6 . 0  6 . 6 

1:? 17. 5 18. 2 16 . 1  1 7 . 1 18 . 0  15 . 2  2 2 . 9  
18 23 . 8  24 . 7  2 2 . 3  2 5 . 5  22 . 8  2 1 . 2  3 0 . 7 
24 30 . 7  29 . 8  32 . 7  ' 3 7 . 8 2 5 . 1  2 9 . 3  3 0 . 7 

Sou rce : M .A .  Koenig and M .  Zeln i k .  "Repeat Pregnanc ies Among Met ropol itan Area 
Teenage r s :  19 71-19 7 9 , "  F amily Planning Perspect ives 1 4  ( 6 )  (November/Decembe r) , Table 
2 ,  198 2 . Rep r inted by pe rmiss ion. 
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TABLE 8 . 3  

Table 8 . 3  p resents the cumulat ive percentage of metropolitan-area 
women aged 1 5  to 1 9  who reported a second premar ital pregnanc y ,  by the 
numbe r of months following the outcome of the f i rst p remar ital p reg
nancy , by race , outcome , and age at conclus ion of f i r s t  pregnancy . 
Data are f rom the 1 9 71 , 1 9 7 6  and 1 9 79 Nat ional S urveys of Young Women 
(NSFG ) i n  wh ic h we recognize abort ions are under-reported . 

A h igher cumu lat ive percent of blac k teens r eported a second p re
mar ital pregnancy w ith in 24 months afte r the outcome of the f i r s t  p r e
ma r i tal p regnancy than wh ite teens i n  1 9 71 , 1 9 7 6  and 1 9 7 9 . Among wh ite 
teens 32 pe rcent i n  1 9 7 1 ,  26 pe rcent i n  197 6 and 30 pe rcent i n  1 9 79 r e
ported second p regnanc ies within 2 4  months wh i le among the black teens 
3 4  pe rcent i n  1 9 7 1 ,  43 pe rce nt in 1 9 7 6  and 33 pe rcent i n  1 9 79 had 
second p regnanc ies within 24 months .  

Among blac k  tee n s ,  34 pe rcent i n  1 9 71 , 4 3  pe rcent in 1 9 7 6  and 3 3  
percent i n  1 9 7 9  had a second prema r ital p regnanc ies with in two years 
of the outcome of the f i r s t  premar ital pregnancy . 

Among women who reported a f i rst premar ital b i r th the cumulat ive 
pe rcent hav ing a second preg nancy within 24 months was 2 4  pe rcent in 
1971 , 3 6  pe rcent in 1 9 7 6  and 38 percent in 1 9 7 9 .  The cumulat ive per
cent of those report ing a f i r s t  premar ital abort ion who became preg nant 
a second t ime within 24 months after the abort ion was 2 5  perc ent in 
1 9 7 9 ,  3 9  pe rcent i n  1976 and 61 pe rcent i n  1 9 7 1 .  

By 24  months after the r e solut ion o f  a f i rst p remar ital pregnancy , 
more women und e r  age 1 6  than women aged 1 7  to 1 9  had a second pr eg
nancy in 1 9 71 , 33 compar ed to 30 percent . 

I n  cont rast , in 1 9 7 6  and 1 9 7 9  more women aged 1 7  to 19  than ag e 1 6  
or under had a second p regnancy : 4 4  and 3 2  percent in 1 9 7 6 , and 31  and 
29 pe rcent in 1 9 7 9 .  
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TABLE 8 . 4  Rece ipt Of AFDC Among Women Aged 20-29 By The women' s 
Aqe At F i rst B i rt h ,  Rac e ,  And Ethnic ity* , 1 9 8 2  Nationa l Survey Of 
Family Growth 

Pe rcent of Women 20- 2 9  Receiv ing 
Any AFDC I ncome 

Age at 
F ir st Number 
B i rth Percent of Women 

Total All Mothers 13 ( 1 739)  
Under 1 5  4 5  ( 4 2 )  
15-17 20 ( 4 24 )  
18-19 21 ( 4 67 )  
20- 21 14 ( 3 58)  
22-24 3 ( 3 1 2 )  
25-29 2 ( 1 3 3 )  

Women with no b i rths 1 ( 1252)  

Wh ite All Mothers 9 ( 7 6 4 )  
Under 1 5  ( 2 )  
15-17 12 ( 11 6 )  
18-19 17 ( 170)  
20-21 �0 ( 1 8 1) 
22-24 2 ( 2 0 4 )  
25-29 1 ( 9 0 )  

Women w ith no b irths 1 ( 8 2 0 )  

Blac k All Mothers 33 ( 9 4 2 )  
Under 1 5  5 3  (4  0 )  
15-17 39 ( 3 0 4 )  
18-19 31 ( 2 8 6 )  
20-21 3 6  ( 1 72)  
22-24 15 ( 101) 
25-29 9 ( 3 7 )  

Women with no b i rths 4 ( 4 04 )  

H i sEan ic All Mothers 1 2  ( 113)  
Under 15 ( 0 )  
15-17 9 ( 23 )  
18-19 25 ( 2 1 )  
20-21 18 (38)  
22-24 1 ( 2 4 )  
25-29 (7)  

Women with no births 3 ( 5 1) 

--Cell s i zes we re less than 2 0 .  

*H ispanic persons may be o f  any race and wh ites and b lack s  may 
include H ispanic pe r sons. 

n. a .  - not applicable. 

Source : Spec ial tabulat ions f rom the 1 9 8 2  Nat ional S urvey of 
Family Growth ,  Cyc le I I I , conducted by the Nat ional Center for 
Health Stat istics, DHHS . 
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TABLE 8 . 4  

T able 8 . 4  shows the percentage d i str ibut ion of mothers aged 2 0  to 
2 9  r ec e iving A id for Dependent Children (AFDC ) by age at f i rst b i rth,  
r ace and ethn ic ity .  Data are f rom the 1 9 8 2  N at ional Survey of F am i ly 
Growth (NSFG ) • 

Over all , 1 3  percent of all mother s  aged 2 0  to 2 9  r ece ived AFDC : 9 
pe rcent of the wh ite mother s ,  1 2  pe rcent of h i span ic mother s  and 3 3  
pe rcent o f  black mother s .  Mother s  who were under age 20  a t  f i r st 
bi rth wer e  mor e  l ikely to be receiving AFDC than those ove r age 2 0  at 
f irst b irth.  Forty- f ive percent of the mother s  who we re under age 1 5 ,  
2 0  pe rcent who wer e  aged 1 5  t o  1 7 , and 21  percent who wer e  aged 1 8  to 
19 at the b i rth of the ir f i r st ch ild , compared to 14 percent who wer e  
aged 2 0  t o  21 , 3 pe rcent who we re age 22 t o  2 4  and 2 pe rcent who were 
age 25 to 2 9  at the b i rth of the i r  f i r st c h i ld we re rec e iv i ng AFDC in 
1 9 82 . 
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TABLE 8 . 5  Poverty* S tatus Of Women Aged 2 0 - 2 9 ,  By The i r  Age A t  

F i r s t  B i rt h ,  Rac e ,  a n d  E thnic i ty** , 1 9 8 2  N a t ional S u r vey of F am i ly 
G r owth 

Age at 
F i r st 
B i rth 

Total Total Mothe r s  
Under 1 5  
15-17 
18-19 
20-21 
2 2- 2 4  
2 5 - 2 9  

Women with no b i rths 

Wh ite Total Mother s  
Under 1 5  
15-17 
18-19 
20-21 
2 2- 2 4  
2 5 - 2 9  

Women with no b i rths 

Black Total Mother s  
Under 1 5  
15-17 
18-19 
2 0- 2 1  
2 2 - 2 4  
2 5- 2 9  

Women with no b i rths 

H i s;eanic Total Mother s  
Under 1 5  
15-17 
18-19 
2 0 - 2 1  
2 2- 2 4  
2 5 - 2 9  

women with no b i rths 

--Ce l l  s i zes were less than 2 0 .  

Pe rcent o f  Women 2 0 - 2 9  Rec e iving 
Any AFOC I ncome 

Number 
Pe rcent of Women 

3 6  ( 1 7 3 9 )  
7 8 ( 4 2 )  
5 0  ( 4 2 4 )  
5 1  ( 4 6 7 )  
3 7  ( 3 5 8 )  
2 0  ( 3 1 2 )  

9 ( 13 3 )  
2 3  ( 12 5 2 )  

3 2  ( 76 4 )  
( 2 )  

4 5  ( 11 6 )  
4 7  ( 170 ) 
3 4  ( 1 8 1 )  
1 9  ( 2 0 4 )  

7 ( 9 0 )  
2 1  ( 8 2 0 )  

5 7  ( 9 4 2 )  
7 6 ( 4 0 )  
6 3  ( 3 0 4 )  
6 2  ( 2 8 6 )  
5 6  ( 1 7 2 )  
3 0  ( 1 0 1 )  
1 6  ( 37 )  
3 4  ( 4 0 4 )  

4 8  ( 11 3 )  
( 0 ) 

6 0  ( 2 3 ) 
5 8  ( 2 1 )  
4 2  ( 38 )  
4 2  ( 2 4 )  

( 7 )  
2 7  ( 5 1 )  

*The definit ion o f  poverty i s  the woman's family income d i v ided 
by the Cens u s  Bureau ' s pove rty threshold , spec i f ic for fam i ly s i z e .  
**H ispanic P e r sons may b e  of any r ace and whites and b l ac k s  may 
inc lude H ispanic Person s .  

n. a .  - not appl icabl e .  

S ou rc e :  Spec ial tabu l at ions f rom the 1 9 8 2  N at ional S u rvey of 
Fam i ly Growth ,  Cycle I I I , conducted by the Nat ional Center for 
Health Stat istic s ,  DHHS . 
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TABLE 8 . 5  

Table 8 . 5 shows the percent of mothers aged 2 0  to 2 9  whose i ncomes 
wer e  1 5 0  percent less than the pove rty leve l by age at b i r th of f i r st 
c h i ld ,  race and e thnic ity . The se data are f rom the 1 9 8 2  Nat ional Sur
vey of F amily G rowth.  

Of all  mothe r s  aged 2 0  to 29 , 36  percent had i ncomes below 1 5 0  
pe rcent of the pove rty level : 3 2  pe rcent of the wh ite mothe r s ,  4 8  
perc ent of the H ispan ic mother s  and 5 7  pe rcent o f  the black mother s .  
Of  the women u nder age 1 5 ,  aged 1 5  to 1 7  and aged 1 8  t o  1 9  a t  f ir s t  
birth,  7 8 ,  5 0  and 51 percent respect ively had incomes below 1 50 percent 
of the pover ty leve l compar ed to 3 7 ,  20 and 9 pe rcent of women aged 2 0  
to 2 1 ,  2 2  to 2 4  and 2 5  to 2 9  a t  f i r st b i rth . 

Add itionally , 2 3  pe rcent of the women who had no b i rths had i ncome s 
be low 1 5 0  percent of the pove rty leve l :  3 4  percent of black women ,  2 7  
pe rcent o f  the h i span ic women and 21  pe rcent o f  the wh ite women .  
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ADDENDUM 

COMMONLY USED DATA SOURCE S  

Th i s  addendum conta ins descr ipt ions o f  commonly u sed sou rc e s .  
The se a r e  l isted below along w i t h  the i r  ac ronym s .  

NSFG 

NLS 

CPS 

AG I 

NCHS 

c oc  

1 .  Nat ional S u r vey o f  F am i ly Growth 

2 .  Nat ional Long itud inal S u rveys of 
Labor Mar ket Exper ience of Youth ; 
Young women ,  Young Men ,  Mature 
Women and Matur e  Men 

3 .  Nat ional Vi tal Stat ist ic s  

4 .  Cu r rent Popu lat ion Surveys ; and 
F e r t i l ity S upplements 

5 .  National S urvey of Young Women 
( and Young Men) ; K antner-Zelnick 
Data . 

6 .  A lan Guttmacher I nst itute 

7 .  N at ional Center for Health 
Statist ics--collects the 
v ital stat ist ics on b i rths 

B.  Center for D isease Cont rol 

A-1 5 3  I 505  
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The Nat ional Su rvey o f  Fam i ly Growth (NSFG ) 

The Nat ional Survey of Fam i ly Gr owth i s  a p r imary 
sou rce of data on u . s .  fertil ity patterns , infe rtil ity ,  
reproduct ive health , contracept ion , and f e r t i l ity in
tent ion s .  In add ition,  the Survey obtains i nformat ion 
relevant to c h i ld development on such top ic s as unwanted 
ch ildbear ing , adopt ion , adolescent pregnancy and unwed 
motherhood , p renatal c a re , post-natal car e ,  and infant 
health . These topics may be examined in relat ion to in
format ion obta ined on a var iety of soc ial , economic , and 
family character istic s .  I n  add it ion , because the NSFG 
represents the cont inuat ion of a l ine of fertil ity sur
veys extend ing bac k to 1 9 5 5 ,  i t  i s  pos s i ble to use the 
data to cont inue a set of t ime-ser ies stat istics on 
family bu ilding , contr acept ive use , and reproduct ive 
health that has covered a per iod of d r amat ic change in 
u . s .  family patte r n s .  Data f r om the se su rveys have 
al so been used for several s tudies of changes in family 
compos i t ion.  Data are used by health care provider s  
and researche r s ,  demog rapher s  and other soc ial sc ien
tist s ,  and by pol icy makers at both the federal and 
local leve l .  

The survey i s  sponsored by the Nat ional Center for 
Health Statist ic s ,  D iv i s ion of Vital Stat i s t ic s ,  Family 
Growth Survey B ranch.  Fund i ng has been p rov ided by the 
Off ice of Family Planni ng Services in the ( the n) Bureau 
of Community Health Serv ices ,  the Center for Populat ion 
Researc h ,  NICHD , the Off ice of Adolescent Prog r ams , as 
well as NCH S .  

Women aged 1 5  t o  4 4  o f  a l l  mar i tal statu ses a r e  inter
viewed in the nat ionally representat ive NSFG . The area 
probabi l ity sample of approx imately 8 , 000  women i n  1 9 8 2  
inc luded a n  over-sample o f  1 , 9 0 0  teenage r s .  Parental 
consent is obta ined for all minors who are interviewed . 
Separate quest ionna ires are des ig ned for women under 
age 25 and 25 and older . The 1 9 8 2  interv iew--Cycle I I I  
o f  the NSFG--was the f i r st to include a l l  women i n  the 
c hildbear ing yea rs regard le s s  of the ir mar i tal status . 
Blacks we re over -sampled to enable separate analyses of 
blacks.  

A change in f ieldwork i s  planned for the 1986 S urvey . 
To reduce cost s ,  the sample will be selected on the 
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bas i s  o f  sc reening quest ions inc luded in the l a rg e and 
nat ionally r ep resentat ive Health I n terview S urvey . 

The NSFG prov ides data that cont inue a stat istical t ime
se r ies on Amer ican fert i l i ty patterns that was i n i t iated 
dur i ng the early yea rs of the " baby boow' . The Growth 
of Amer ican Families su rveys took place in 1 95 5  and 1 9 6 0  
and were cont inued by the Nat ional Fertil ity S tud i e s  of 
1 9 6 5  and 1 970 . Cycles I ,  I I , and I I I  of the NSFG we re 
f ie lded in 1 9 7 3 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  and 1 9 8 2  respec t ively . Cyc le IV 
is scheduled for  1 9 8 7 .  

Detai led data a r e  collected o n  f e r t i l ity events , o n  in
fe r t i l i ty and cont racept ive use , on c h ildbe ar ing plans , 
adoption , and sex educat ion , on reproduct ive and infant 
health ,  pre-natal and post-natal care , and family com
pos i tion . Considerable backg round informat ion i s  also 
collected on the women and the i r  fam i l ie s .  

S ince the focus of the S u r vey i s  on ferti lity the r ang e 
of informat ion on females u nder 1 5  and males 1 5- 1 9  i s  
l imited . Under-reporting o f  abo r t ion occ u r s  i n  th i s ,  
as  i n  other hou sehold survey s .  S ince this  i s  a survey 
of women ,  ch ildren l i ving only with fathe r s  are not 
represented . 

S urveys p r ior to 1 9 8 2  do not i nc lude teens who we r e  not 
mar r ied or the i r  mothe r s .  Th i s  restr icts trend analyses 
t hat can be done . 

Pub l ic u se data tapes are ava ilable for the ent i r e  
ser ies of nat ional surveys f rom the Nat ional Technical 
Informat ion Service . 

Contact : D r .  W i l l iam Pratt , 
Ch ief , Survey of Family Growth B ranch 
Nat ional Cente r for Health Statist ics 
3 7 0 0  East-We st H ighway 
Hyattsv il le , MD 2 0 7 8 2  
3 01-4 36-8 7 3 1  
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National Long itud ina l  Survey o f  the Labor Market 
E xper ience of You th 

In 1 97 7 ,  it  was dec ided to both cont inue the ex ist ing 
panels of the Nat ional Long itud inal Su rvey and to expand 
data collect ion by init iat ing a new Nat ional Long itu
d inal Survey of Youth.  Data f r om the new sur vey would 
repl icate much of the i nformat ion obtained on young 
people in the ear l i e r  cohorts and would thus support 
stud ies of changes in the labor market exper ience of 
youth.  In add i t ion,  the new data on youth would permit 
evaluat ion of the expanded employment and t ra ining pro
g r ams for youth e stabl ished by the 1 9 7 7  amendments to 
the Comp rehens ive Employment and T r a in ing Act (CETA) . 
The supplementa ry sample of 1 , 3 0 0  per sons serv ing i n  
the Armed Force s  permit a study of the r ec ru itment and 
service exper iences of youth in the mil ita ry . The r ich
ness of the data has also attrac ted r esearc he r s  study ing 
fertil ity issue s ,  educat ional prog r es s ,  marr iage and 
divorc e ,  income family structu r e .  

The Depa rtment of Labdr i n i t iated the National Long itu
d inal Surveys and has p rov ided much of the fund ing over 
the yea r s .  Howeve r ,  other agenc ies inc lud ing the 
N at ional Inst itute of Ch i ld Health and Human Develop
ment , the Nat iona l Institute on D rug Abuse , the Nat ional 
I n st itute on Alcohol and A lcohol Abuse , and the D epart
ment of Defense have sponsored port ions of the survey . 
Data are col lected by the Nat ional Opinion Research 
Cente r .  

The Youth sample i s  comp r i sed o f  a nat ionally- r epresen
tat ive probab il ity sample of 5 , 7 0 0  young women and an 
equal number of young men 1 4- 2 1 , as of January 1 ,  1 9 7 9 , 
augmented by a sample of 1 , 3 0 0  young per sons serv ing i n  
the Armed Force s .  Blacks , h i spanic s ,  and d i sadvantaged 
wh ite s  we re all ove r-sampled to fac il itate analy s i s  of 
youth in these populat ion g roups.  I nd iv iduals we re con
s idered to be in the popu lat ion if they r e s ided within 
the 5 0  states and we r e  not inst itut iona l ized,  or if  they 
were on active military duty outs ide the United State s .  
Non-mil itary r espondents we r e  selec ted u s i ng a mul t i
stag e ,  stratif ied area probab i l i ty sample of dwel l ing 
units and g roup quarter units . A sc reening inte r view 
was administered at approx imately 7 5 , 0 0 0  dwell i ng s  and 
g roup quarter s  in 2 0 2  pr imary sampl ing unite s .  Military 
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r espondents wer e  sampled f rom roste r s  p rovided b y  the 
Depa rtment of Defense . A total of 12 , 6 8 6  persons were 
interv iewed . As of the complet ion of the f i fth ( 1984 ) 
interv iew wave , 9 6  pe rcent of those inte r viewed i n  1 9 79 
wer e  st ill be ing interviewed . 

I nterv iews have been conducted annually since 1 9 7 9 . 
Inte rv iews are cur rently planned to continue at least 
through 1 9 8 5 .  

Th e Nat ional Long itud inal S urveys we r e  d e s igned p r i
mar i ly to analyze sou rces of var iation in the labor 
mar ket behavior and exper ience of Ame r icans . Conse
quently , the content of the su rveys is weighted toward 
labor force train ing and exper ience . However a g reat 
deal of informat ion is  also collected regard ing formal 
education , mar r iage and fertil ity e vents , income and 
assets , family backg round , att itude s ,  asp irat ions , and 
expectation s .  Quest ions on d rug and a lcohol use are 
included , as  well ,  along with information on family 
planning , child car e ,  and mater nal and child health 
care . 

There i s  under repor t ing of abo r t ion , pregnanc ies and 
b i rths .  

Publ ic u se tapes and tape docume ntat ion a s  wel l  a s  a 
l ist of publications are ava ilable from the Center for 
Human Resou rce Researc h ,  5 7 0 1  North H ig h  Street , 
Wo rthingto n ,  Ohio 4 3 0 8 5 .  

Contact : Fr ank Mott with quest ions r egarding data on 
fertil ity and maternal and ch i ld health ( 61 2 )  
4 2 2-7 3 3 7 .  I nformat ion i s  also ava i lable f rom 
Pat Rhoton or Denn i s  Grey or Ken Wolp in , 
Pr inc ipal I nvestig ator for the NLS , ( 61 4 )  
4 2 2-73 3 7  
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Nat ional Long itud inal Surveys of the L abor Market 
Exper ience of : Young Women ,  Young Men ,  Matu r e  Women ,  
and Mature Men 

Th is ser ies of long i tud ina l  su rveys was i n i t iated to ex
plore the labor mar ket exper iences ove r t ime of several 
unique cohorts fac ing employment p roblems o f  par t icula r  
concern t o  pol icy make r s .  The school-to-wo r k  t r ans i
tion , in itial occupat ional c ho ice , adaptat ion to the 
wor k  of wor k ,  the work-family interface and atta inment 
of stable employment are issues of concern for the 
coho rts of young men ,  aged 14- 2 4  in 1 9 6 6  and you ng 
women ,  aged 1 4- 2 4  in 1 9 6 8 . For middle aged men , aged 
45-59  in 1 9 6 6 ,  issues of decl ining health,  unemployment , 
the obsolescence of s k i l l s ,  and age d i sc r iminat ion are 
of concern.  Among women 3 0 - 4 4  in  1 9 6 7 ,  the key issue 
init ially was labor force r e- entry for women as the ir  
children became olde r .  Subsequently , issue s assoc iated 
with women ' s  retirement became impor tant . Following 
the se cohorts ove r t ime enables analysts both to de
sc r ibe the s i tuat ions of d i f fe rent populat ion g roups 
and to under stand the facto r s  that are antecedents and 
consequences of si tuat i ons r ang ing f rom educat ion and 
employment , to mar r iage and family , to economic statu s .  

These four long i tud inal surveys we re initia ted by the 
Office of Manpowe r Pol icy Evaluat ion , and Research of 
the Department of Labor . The Ce nter for Human Research 
of Ohio State Unive r s i ty has developed the quest ion
na ires and makes computer tapes and a wide r ange of 
documentat ion ava ilable . F ie ld wor k  is conducted by 
the u . s .  Bureau of the Censu s .  

E ach of the fou r age-sex coho r t s  is  repr esented by a 
mu lti- s tage p robab il ity sample . To provide samples of 
blacks that wou ld produce stat istically rel iable sta
t istic s ,  hou seholds in enumeration d i str icts that wer e  
p r imar ily blac k wer e  sampled at a rate between three 
and four t imes that of other hou sehold s .  From over 
3 5 , 0 0 0  inhab ited hous ing unit s ,  a sample of 5 0 5 0  men 
4 5-59  was interv iewed . A sample of 5 2 2 5  males 1 4- 2 4 ,  
exc lud ing males o n  act ive mil ita ry serv ice was inter
viewed . F ive thousand e ight- three women ,  3 0- 4 4 , and 
5 , 1 5 9  young women 14- 2 4  wer e  also interv iewed . The 
total numbe r of households rep resented in the fou r NLS 
samples is  1 3 , 5 8 2 ; thu s the sample include s a number of 
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fam i lies that have cont r ibuted mor e  than one respondent . 
I n it ially , most interviews we r e  conducted i n  per son ; 
howeve r the major ity of the interviews conducted in 
person ; however the maj or ity of the i nterviews conducted 
dur ing the 1 9 7 0s wer e  done on the telephone . Data have 
been we ighted to adj ust for ove r-sam- pl ing and for 
sample att r i t ion ; when we ighted , the data are nat ional ly 
rep resentat ive . As of the 1 5-year interview points , 
app rox imately 5 6  percent of the males or ig inally 4 5- 5 9 ,  
6 5  percent o f  the younger men , and about 7 0  perce nt of 
the two wome n ' s cohorts interv iewed i n i t ially wer e  still 
be i ng interviewed . 

Young women wer e  interviewed annually between 1 9 6 8  and 
1 9 7 3 ,  in 1 9 7 5 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  1 9 8 0 , 1 9 8 2 , 1 9 8 3  and 1 9 8 5 .  
Fur ther interv iews are planned for 1 9 8 7  and 1 9 8 8 .  

Women wer e  interv iewed annua l ly between 1 9 6 7- 6 9 ,  i n  
1971-1 97 2 , 1 9 7 4 , 1 9 7 6 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  1 98 1 , 1 98 2 ,  and 
1 9 84 . Interv iews are tentat ively planned for 1 9 8 6  and 
1 9 8 7 .  

Young men wer e  interviewed annually between 1 9 6 6  and 
1 9 71 ,  in 19 7 5 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  1 9 8 0 ,  and 1 9 83 . Fu rthe r 
i nterv iews have been cancelled . 

Men we r e  interv iewed annually between 1 9 6 6  and 1 96 9 ,  i n  
1971 , 1 9 7 3 ,  1 9 7 5 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  1 9 8 0 , 1 98 1 , and 1 98 3 . 
Fu rthe r inte rviews have been c ance lled . 

In keeping with the pr imary or ientat ion of the su rveys 
towa rd labor force i ssue s ,  nume rou s  questions foc u s  on 
employment exper ience , unemployment , income , and 
t r a in ing . Howeve r ,  qu ite a b i t  of i nformation was 
collected about the family bac kg round and the soc ial 
and economic statu s of the fam i ly a s  wel l .  None of the 
respondents we r e  still ch i ldren after the mid- 1 97 0 s ; 
howeve r ,  a major ity of the young women and young men 
had become parents by the 1 980s , and some l imited in
format ion i s  ava ilable abou t the i r  ch ild r e n .  Cons ider
able information , shown below , was col lected on the 
fam i ly s i tuat ion of the young men and young women 
re spondents when they we r e  g rowing up . 
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Data tapes and complete documentation as wel l  as  a 
publ icat ions l ist a r e  ava i lable f rom the Center for 
Human Resou rce Researc h ,  5 7 0 1  North H igh S t r ee t ,  
Worth ingto n ,  Ohio 4 3 0 8 5 .  

Contac t : Pat Rhoton o r  the r e spective cohort 
coord inator s :  
Mature men - G ilbert Neste! 
Matur e  women - Loi s  S haw 
Young men - Stephen H il l s  
Young women - F rank Mott , or Pr inc ipal 
Investig ator for the NLS - Ken Wolpin ( 514 ) 
8 8 8 -8 2 3 8  or ( 61 4 )  4 2 2- 7 3 3 7  
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Vital Statistic s  of the U nited States--Natality 

The pu rpose of the natality r eport i ng system i s  to col
lect and tabulate at the federal level data on b i r ths 
f r om the 50  states and the D istr ict of Columb ia . Demo
g r aphic and health informat ion can be analyzed by 
r esea rche r s  and pol icymake r s  interested i n  a s se s si ng 
t he health of infants and p inpoint ing health p roblems , 
mak ing populat ion proj ect ions and e s t imate s ,  and mea
sur ing prog ress made by nat ional health p rog rams . I n  
add i t ion , the b i rth certif icate prov ides l egal proof of 
the b irth. 

The Nat ional Center for Health Stat i s t ic s ,  v i tal 
S tatistics D iv i s ion , collec ts and publ ishes nata l i ty 
data . 

Data are collected at the local level and forwarded to 
the state leve l .  States r epo rt the data to the D iv i s ion 
of Vital Stat i s t ic s .  A certif icate for all l ive b i r ths 
and for stillbi rths i s  completed by the attend ing 
phy s ic ian or other health pe r sonne l .  O ne hundred pe r 
cent of the b i rths are r eported t o  NCH S i n  4 2  state s 
and 5 0 . percent are r eported i n  the rema ining areas . 

Data collect ion i s  cont inuou s .  Monthly and annual 
reports are i ssued . 

The cer t if icate of l ive birth,  wh ich i s  the sou rce of 
vital reg istrat ion data , conta ins a l imited number of 
i tems . The mother ' s  mar ital status i s  reported for 
only 41 states and D .C . ;  as of 1 9 8 0  i t  i s  i nferred for 
9 states by compar ing par ent and c h i ld surname s .  
Par ent educat ions i s  r eported f o r  4 7  state s and D .C .  

Not all states obtain all informat ion and the range of 
data i s  l imited ( see above ) . 
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Data tapes may be pu rchased from the Nationa l Techn ical 
Informat ion Service ( 7 0 3 )  4 8 7- 4 780 . 

Contact :  S tephanie Ventur a , S e lma Taffel or Bob 
Heu se r ,  Ch ief ( 3 01 )  4 3 6- 8 9 5 4 , N atal ity 
B ranc h ,  D iv i s ion of Vital Stat i s t ic s ,  
N at ional Center for Health S tat i s t ics , 3 7 0 0  
East-West H ighway , Hyattsv i l le , Maryland 
2 0 7 92  
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Cu r r ent Populat ion Su rvey 

Th e p r imary pu rpose of The Cu rrent Populat ion S urvey i s  
t o  provide monthly measu res of t h e  c haracter i s t ic s  o f  
the labor forc e ,  labor force par t ic ipat ion , employment , 
and unemployment in the United States as  wel l  a s  i nd i
vidual state s and reg ions.  I n  add i t ion the survey ser
ves as a veh icle for a ser ie s  of supplement s ,  conducted 
w ith vary ing deg rees of r egular ity .  Recent supplements 
have inc luded job tenu r e  and occupat ional mobil ity 
(January ) , demog raphic and income supplement ( Marc h) , 
al imony and ch ild suppo rt ( Apr i l) , mu l t iple job hold i ng 
( May) , fer t i l ity (June)  , immunization ( September)  , 
school enrollment (Octobe r) , and vot i ng and r eg ist r a
t ion (Novembe r ) . These supplements are not necessar i ly 
conduc ted eac h  ye a r .  For example , the vot ing and reg i s
trat ion supplements are conduc ted only in e lect ions 
year s .  

The core survey i s  funded by the U . S .  Department of 
Labo r , wh ich i s  responsible for its  content . The 
Supplements are funded by a va r iety of sponsor s ,  such 
as  the Nat ional Inst itute of Ch i ld Health and Human 
D eve lopment ( some of the fer t i l ity and c h i ldcare sup
plements) and the N at ional Cente r  for Educat ion S t a
t i s t ics ( the educat ion supplements) . The data are 
collected by the u . s .  Bur eau of the Censu s .  

The survey i s  des igned to b e  representat ive o f  all  pe r
sons age 1 4  or ove r l iv ing i n  hou seholds in the United 
S tate s .  More spec if ically i t  cover s the c iv i l ian non
institu t ional populat ion plu s armed forces pe r sonnel 
l iv ing off-base or l iving on base with the ir famil i e s . 
A mu lt i-stage probab il ity sampl ing method i s  u sed in
volving f ir st the select ion of g eog raphically def i ned 
pr ima ry sampl ing units ( 6 2 9  in 1 9 8 2 ) , next ( throug h 
sub-s tages) the select ion of hou seholds with i n  sampli ng 
units ( 6 3 , 0 0 0  hou seholds i n  1 9 8 2 ) , and f inally the iden
t i f icat ion of all per sons 1 4  and ove r in sample hou se
hold s .  In 1 9 8 3 ,  interview s ,  conduc ted in per son , wer e  
obta ined i n  60 , 000  o f  the 6 3 , 0 0 0  households selected . 
The sample i s  des igned to cover eac h  of the 5 0  state s 
and the D is t r ict of Columb i a .  

The sample i s  slowly c hang ed th roug h the use o f  rotat ion 
groups . Any g iven rotat ion g roup i s  in the sample for 
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4 months , leave s the sample for 8 months ,  and r eturns 
for a f inal 4 months .  In any g iven month the sample is 
composed of hou seho ld s  f rom 8 d ifferent rotat ion g roups . 

The survey wa s begun in 1 9 4 0  and has been conducted 
monthly s ince then.  For the pu rpose of measu r i ng em
ployment , that week wh ich conta ins the 1 2th of the 
month is u sed as a reference wee k .  

I n  add i t ion t o  data o n  employment , unemployment , per
sonal income , and wor k-r elated ac tivit i e s ,  the core 
survey collects data on fam i ly income , hou s i ng tenure , 
hou sehold compositio n ,  age , sex , educat ion , race/ 
or ig in ,  and mar ital statu s .  

A r ich array of publ ished tabulat ions a r e  ava i lable i n  
The Cur rent Popu lat ion Report s ,  espec ially Ser ies P- 2 0  
(popu lation character i st ics) , Ser ies P-23  ( spec ial 
stud ie s) , Ser ies P- 2 5  ( popu lation est imates and proj ec
t ions) and P-6 0  ( consume r i ncome) . 

Mach ine-readable mic ro data f iles are ava ilable f rom 
the Bureau of the Censu s for most months ( for i nfor
mat ion about the ava ilabil ity of data for a par t icular 
month , inqu iry may be made at Cu stome r S e r v ices) • E ach 
f ile conta ins the data for a pa r t icula r  month.  The 
first year for wh ich f iles are ava i lable i s  1 9 6 8 .  
F iles for March a r e  typ ically ava ilable 3-4  months 
afte r the su rvey date . The delay for other months may 
be longer . 

Contact : Greg We i land 301/763-2 7 7 3  
Data U s e r s  Services D iv is ion : Custome r 
Serv ices 3 01/763- 4 1 0 0  
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Cu r r ent Populat ion Survey-Fer t il i ty S upplements 

The fertil ity supplements a r e  des igned to provide 
nat ional e s t imates of women ' s  fer t i l ity and expec ta
t ions for futu r e  b i r th s .  In add ition some supple
ments ( 19 7 7 ,  1 9 8 2 )  have provided i nformat ion about the 
c h i ld care ar rangements u sed by wor k ing mothe r s  for 
the i r  youngest ch ild u nder age 5 .  

The fertil ity and b i rth expectat ions po rtions of the 
supplement are ent irely a p roject of the u . s . Bu reau of 
the Censu s .  The c h i ld c a r e  port ions of the 1 9 7 7  supple
ment was sponsor ed by the D epartment of Health and Human 
S e r v ices and an expanded f e r t i l ity supplement in 1 9 8 0  
was j o intly sponsored by the Bureau and the Nat ional 
Inst itute of Ch i ld Health and Human Development . 

A desc r iption of the bas ic de s ig n  of the Cur rent Popu
lat ion Su rvey was provided in the w r ite-up of the cor e 
sur vey . The supplemental que st ions have been asked of 
a l l  persons i n  sampled hou seholds mee t i ng certain el i
g ib i l ity requ i r ement s .  Most r ecently these c r ite r ia 
are be ing an never-mar r ied female age 15-59  or a never 
mar r ied female age 1 8-5 9 .  B ir th expec tat ion que st ions 
are asked of women 18-44 . Howeve r ,  these age c r ite r ia 
have var ied f rom as low as  age 1 4  to a s  h igh as  age 7 5 .  
I n  the expanded fertil ity supplement mar ital h i story 
data were gathe r ed on men age 1 5- 7 5  as  we l l  as  women. 

The supplement has bee n  conducted each June s inc e 1 9 7 1 .  
A supplement i s  planned for 1 9 8 4 . 

E ach supplement co llec t s  data on fe r t i l i ty and b i rth 
expectations . In add i t ion the 1 9 7 1 , 1 97 5 ,  and 1 9 8 0  
supplements provide data o n  mar r iages and ch i ld spac ing ; 
and the 1 9 7 7  and 1 98 2  supplements , on c h i ld car e .  The 
1 9 8 0  supplement for the f i r st t ime collected data on 
the mar r iage h i stor ie s  of men a s  we l l  as of wome n ,  and 
inc luded quest ions abou t men ' s c h i ld r e n  under 18 f rom 
previous mar r iages and whe ther any of these c h i ld ren 
l ive el sewhe re . 
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The u sual supplement i s  qu ite b r i e f , only prov id ing 
data on total number of b i r th s ,  the b i r thdate of the 
youngest ( somet ime s also the o ldest)  c h i ld , and the 
number of add it ional c h i ldren expected . The c h i ld care 
sect ions i n  1977 and 1 9 8 2  cover only c h i ld care ar rang e
ments of  wor ki ng mothers w i th c h i ldren u nder 5 ,  and for 
only the youngest of these ch i ld r e n .  Data are g ather ed 
on the k ind of  payment ( cash or non-cash) but not the 
amount . The exc lu s ion of unmarr ied women u nder 1 8  f rom 
any of the supplements means that no data on out- of
wedloc k bi rths to younge r  teenag e r s  are ava i lable f rom 
this sou rce . 

Analyses of data f rom the mar r iage h istor i e s  have shown 
that such retrospect ive h istor ies are subj ec t to con
siderable er ror , espec ially w ith r eg ard to events 
several year s  in the pas t .  The su rvey • s  p ract ice o f  
obta in ing informat ion f rom p roxy respondents u ndoubtedly 
compound s th i s  effec t .  S ince most respondents a re 
women ,  the data for men are most ser iously af fected . 

Compar isons with othe r sou rces of  data also show that 
the reports of men • s c h i ld r en f rom p rev ious mar r iages 
l iv ing elsewhe re are too low . 

Refer to the desc r ipt ion of the core survey . Machine
readable micro-data f iles are ava i lable for June f rom 
1973 . The latest tape cur rently ava i lable conta ining 
data f r om the June supplement i s  for 1 9 8 2 . 
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The Nat iona l S u rveys of Young Women and Men ( Kantner
Z elnik data) 

Th e K antner-Zelnik stud ies have been a p r imary source 
of d ata on sexual exper ience of u . s . female s between 
the ages of 1 5  and 1 9  du r ing the 1 9 7 0 ' s  and males age 
1 7  to 21 in 1 9 7 9 .  In  add ition,  the three su rveys ( 1 9 7 1 ,  
1 9 7 6 ,  and 1 97 9 )  col lected informat ion on contracept ive 
u se ,  pr egnanc i e s ,  pregnancy intent io n ,  and sex educa
t ion exper ience . 

John I .  Kantner and Me lvin Z elnik  have been the p r i n
c ipal invest igators of these survey s .  Fund ing has been 
p rov ided by the Center for Popu lat ion Researc h ,  N ICHD , 
the Ford Foundat ion , and Gene r a l  S ervices Foundation. 

The des igns have d i ffered sl ightly for the three inter
v iews. The 1 9 71 su rvey interv iewed 1 5 - 1 9  year old 
women l iv ing in hou seholds in the cont inental Uni ted 
S tate s ,  N=4 611 , and by means of a separate sample , 
young women l iv ing i n  college dormitor ies,  total N=4 61 1 ,  
and by means of a separ ate sample , young women l iv ing i n  
college dormitor i e s ,  total N=2 1 9 .  The 1 9 7 6  su rvey sam
pled 2 5 0 0  wome n bor n betwee n  Ma rc h  1 9 5 6  and Februa ry 
1961 ( age 1 5-1 9)  l iv ing i n  households i n  the continental 
Uni ted State s .  The 1 9 7 9  sur vey i nc luded both young 
women and young men l iv ing in hou seholds in S tandard 
Met ropol itan Stat istical Ar eas ( SMSA s) in the continen
tal United S tate s .  E lig ible female r e spondents were 
born between March 1 9 5 9  and February 1964 ( ages 15-19 ) , 
total N=l , 71 7 ,  and e l ig ible men between March 1 9 5 7  and 
Februa ry 1 9 62 , total N = 91 7 .  

I n terviews have bee n conducted i n  three d iffe rent year s :  
1 9 71 , 1 9 7 6  and 19 7 9 .  The re have been d i fferent 
re spondents in each cohort .  

Detailed data are collected on sexual ac tivity , cont r a
cept ive u se ,  p regnancy , pregnancy i ntention ,  and sex 
educat ion exper ience . S ome bac kg round informat ion was 
also co llected . 

Under-r eport ing of abort ions , p regnanc ies and b i r ths.  
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Alan Gu ttmacher Inst itute (AGI ) 

The A lan Guttmache r  Inst itute i s  a p r imary source of 
data on u.s. abort ion service s .  The AGI has surveyed 
all identif ied abort ion p roviders in e ach state each 
year since 1973 . 

The Alan Guttmacher Inst itute , which r eceives support 
f rom a var iety of pr ivate foundat ion s .  

A l l  ident if ied abort ion p rovid e r s  in each state are 
surveyed . 

The survey has cover ed each year f rom 1 9 7 3- 1 982 . 

Data on age , race , mar ital statu s ,  educat ion , numbe r of 
children, gestat ion at abort ion , number of p revious 
abortion s ,  and method of abo r t ion are obtained f r om the 
Centers for D isease Control and combined w ith AGI data 
on the total numbe r of abort ions to generate nat ional 
est imates . 


	Front Matter
	Foreword
	Preface
	1.   Sexual Activity Among Adolescents
	2.   Contraceptive Use Among Adolescents
	3.   Pregnancy Among Adolescents
	4.   Induced Abortion Among Adolescents
	5.   Marriage Among Pregnant Adolescents
	6.   Births to Adolescents
	7.   Adoption of Children Born to Adolescents
	8.   Adolescent Parents
	Addendum

