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APPENDIX D 

 
COMPENDIUM OF STATE AND FEDERAL LAWS AFFECTING THE  

POSSESSION OF FIREARMS AT AIRPORTS 
 

Disclaimer: Anyone relying on the digest should consult the most recent version of the  
statutes that are included in Appendix D, as some statutes may have been  

amended since the digest’s publication. 
PAGE 

 
INDEX TO STATE STATUTES AFFECTING THE POSSESSION OF        D-1 
FIREARMS AT AIRPORTS 

 
INDEX TO UNITED STATES CODE AND FEDERAL REGULATIONS     D-31 

 
TEXT OF STATE STATUTES           D-31 
 
TEXT OF UNITED STATES CODE AND FEDERAL REGULATIONS   D-709 
 

INDEX TO STATE STATUTES 
 
Alabama              D-31 
 
Ala. Code § 13A-11-7 (LexisNexis 2015) - Disorderly Conduct 
 
Ala. Code § 13A-11-52 (LexisNexis 2015) - Carrying pistol on private property; who may carry 
pistol 
 
Ala. Code § 13A-11-59 (LexisNexis 2015) - Possession of firearms by persons participating in, 
attending, etc., demonstrations at public places 
 
Ala. Code § 13A-11-61.2 (LexisNexis 2015) - Limitations on where firearms may be carried; 
notifications at premises 
  
Ala. Code § 13A-11-61.3 (LexisNexis 2015) - Legislative purpose of uniformity on firearm issues 
  
Ala. Code § 13A-11-75 (LexisNexis 2015) - License to carry pistol; issuance; form and content; 
copies; fee; revocation 
 
Ala. Code § 13A-11-85 (LexisNexis 2015) - Out-of-state license; reciprocity 
 
Alaska               D-41 
 
Alaska Stat. § 11.61.200 (2015) - Misconduct involving weapons in the third degree 
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Alaska Stat. § 11.61.220 (2015) - Misconduct involving weapons in the fifth degree 
 
Alaska Stat. § 11.81.900 (2015) - Definitions 
 
Alaska Stat. § 18.65.755 (2015) - Places where permittee may not possess a concealed handgun 
 
Alaska Stat. § 18.65.800 (2015) - Possession of Firearms in Motor Vehicles 
 
Alaska Stat. § 29.35.145 (2015) - Regulation of Firearms and knives 
 
Alaska Admin. Code tit. 17, § 42.065 (2015) - Firearms and prohibited weapons 
 
Arizona              D-57 
 
Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 13-3102 (LexisNexis 2015) - Misconduct involving weapons; defenses; 
classification; definitions 
 
Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 13-3118 (LexisNexis 2015) - Possession or storage of firearms; restrictions 
prohibited; exceptions 
 
Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 13-3119 (LexisNexis 2015) - Misconduct involving weapons in a secured area 
of an airport; classification; definitions 
 
Arkansas              D-59 
 
Ark. Code Ann. § 5-73-120 (2015) - Carrying a Weapon 
 
Ark. Code Ann. § 5-73-122 (2015)- Carrying a Firearm in a Publicly Owned Building or 
Facilities 
 
Ark. Code Ann. § 5-73-127 (2015) - Possession of loaded center-fire weapons in certain areas 
 
Ark. Code Ann. § 5-73-301 (2015) - Definitions 
 
Ark. Code Ann. § 5-73-302 (2015) - Authority to issue license 
 
Ark. Code Ann. § 5-73-306 (2015) - Prohibited Places 
 
Ark. Code Ann. § 5-73-315 (2015) - Possession of license—Identification of licensee 
 
Ark. Code Ann. § 5-73-321 (2015) - Recognition of others states' licenses 
 
Ark. Code Ann. § 5-73-322 (2015) - Concealed handguns in a university, college, or community 
college building 
 
California              D-70 

C o m p e n d i u m  o f  S t a t e  a n d  F e d e r a l  L a w s  A f f e c t i n g  t h e  P o s s e s s i o n  o f  F i r e a r m s  a t  A i r p o r t s

C o p y r i g h t  N a t i o n a l  A c a d e m y  o f  S c i e n c e s .  A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d .
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Cal. Gov’t Code § 8571.5 (Deering 2015) - Seizure or confiscation of lawfully carried or 
possessed firearm or ammunition not authorized; Exception 
 
Cal. Gov’t Code § 25840 (Deering 2015) - Prohibiting discharge of firearms 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 171b (Deering 2015) - Possessing weapon in state or local public building or 
public open meeting 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 171.5 (Deering 2015) - Possession of specified weapon in sterile area of 
airport 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 417 (Deering 2015) - Brandishing a Weapon 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 16750 (Deering 2015) - Lawful possession of the firearm 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 16850 (Deering 2015) - "Locked container" 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 17512 (Deering 2015) - Firearm in vehicle; Misdemeanor 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 25400 (Deering 2015) - Carrying concealed firearm; Carrying firearm openly 
in belt holster; Punishment 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 25610 (Deering 2015) - Transportation in a locked container 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 25850 (Deering 2015) - Carrying loaded firearm in public; Punishment; 
Previous conviction; Prosecution under other section; Arrest without warrant 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 26100 (Deering 2015) - Possession of firearm in motor vehicle; Punishment; 
Discharge at person  not in motor vehicle 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 26150  (Deering 2015) - License to carry concealed weapon; Issuance by 
sheriff 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 26155 (Deering 2015) - License to carry concealed weapon; Issuance by chief 
of police 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 26350 (Deering 2015) - Crime of openly carrying an unloaded handgun; 
Application 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 27505 (Deering 2015) - Firearms to person under 21 years of age; Exceptions 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 30510 (Deering 2015) - "Assault weapon" 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 30515 (Deering 2015) - Further definition of "assault weapon" 
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Cal. Penal Code § 30945 (Deering 2015) - Possession of .50 MBG rifle without permit 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 33300 (Deering 2015) - Permit for manufacture, possession, importation, 
transportation, or sale 
 
 
Colorado             D-90 
 
Colo. Const. art. XX, § 6 - Home Rule for Cities and Towns 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-9-118 (2015) - Firearms, explosives, or incendiary devices in facilities of 
public transportation 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-12-102 (2015) - Possessing a dangerous or illegal weapon - affirmative 
defense 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-12-105 (2015) - Unlawfully carrying a concealed weapon - unlawful 
possession of weapons 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-12-108 (2015) - Possession of weapons by previous offenders 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-12-108.7 (2015) - Unlawfully providing or permitting a juvenile to possess 
a handgun - penalty - unlawfully providing a firearm other than a handgun to a juvenile - penalty 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-12-202 (2015) - Definitions 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-12-203 (2015) - Criteria for obtaining a permit 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-12-204 (2015) - Permit contents - validity - carrying requirements 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-12-302 (2015) - Large-capacity magazines prohibited - penalties - 
exceptions 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 29-11.7-103 (2015) - Regulation - type of firearm - prohibited 
 
Connecticut            D-102 
 
Conn. Const. art. I, § 15 - Right to Bear Arms 
 
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 29-27 (2015) - "Pistol" and "Revolver" defined 
 
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 29-28 (2015) - Permit for sale at retail of pistol or revolver. Permit to carry 
pistol or revolver. Confidentiality of name and address of permit holder. Permits for out-of-state 
residents 
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Conn. Gen. Stat. § 29-35 (2015) - Carrying of pistol or revolver without permit prohibited. 
Exceptions 
 
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 29-38 (2015) - Weapon in vehicles. Penalty. Exceptions 
 
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 29-38d (2015) - Interstate transportation of firearms through state 
 
Delaware            D-107 
 
Del. Code Ann. tit. 11, § 1301 (2015) - Disorderly conduct; unclassified misdemeanor 
 
Del. Code Ann. tit. 11, § 1460 (2015) - Possession of firearm while under the influence 
 
Del. Code Ann. tit. 22, § 111 (2015) - Limitation on firearm regulation 
 
District of Columbia           D-110 
 
D.C. Code § 22-4504 (LexisNexis 2015) - Carrying concealed weapons; possession of weapon 
during commission of crime of violence; penalty. 
  
Metro Wash. Regs. § 8.4 (2015) - Dangerous Weapon Prohibited 
http://www.mwaa.com/sites/default/files/mwaa_regulations_posted_11-2015.pdf  
 
Florida            D-112 
 
Fla. Const. art. I, § 8 - Right to bear arms 
 
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 790.01 (LexisNexis 2015) - Unlicensed carrying of concealed weapons or 
concealed firearms 
 
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 790.015 (LexisNexis 2015) - Nonresidents who are United States citizens and 
hold a concealed weapons license in another state; reciprocity 
 
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 790.053 (LexisNexis 2015) - Open carrying of weapons 
 
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 790.06 (LexisNexis 2015) - License to carry concealed weapon or firearm 
 
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 790.10 (LexisNexis 2015) - Improper exhibition of dangerous weapons or 
firearms 
 
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 790.221 (LexisNexis 2015) - Possession of short-barreled rifle, short-barreled 
shotgun, or machine gun; penalty 
 
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 790.251 (LexisNexis 2015) - Protection of the right to keep and bear arms in 
motor vehicles for self-defense and other lawful purposes; prohibited acts; duty of public and 
private employers; immunity from liability; enforcement 
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Georgia            D-126 
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-39 (2015) - Disorderly conduct   
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-43 (2015) - Obstructing highways, streets, sidewalks, or other public 
passages  
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-125.1 (2015) - Definitions   
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-126 (2015) - Having or carrying handguns, long guns, or other weapons; 
license requirement; exceptions for homes, motor vehicles, private property, and other locations 
and conditions   
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-127 (2015) - Carrying weapons in unauthorized locations  
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-129 (2015) - Weapons carry license; temporary renewal permit; 
mandamus; verification of license   
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-130.2 (2015) - Carrying a weapon or long gun at a commercial service 
airport  
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-135 (2015) - Public or private employer's parking lots; right of privacy in 
vehicles in employer's parking lot or invited guests on lot; severability; rights of action   
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-137 (2015) - Required possession of weapons carry license or proof of 
exemption when carrying a weapon; detention for investigation of carrying permit   
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-173 (2015) - Legislative findings; preemption of local regulation and 
lawsuits; exceptions   
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-12-127 (2015) - Prohibition on firearms, hazardous substances, knives, or 
other devices; penalty; affirmative defenses 
   
Hawaii            D-145 
 
Haw. Admin. Rules § 19-14-3 (2015) - Conduct of the public areas  
 
Haw. Admin. Rules § 19-14-3.1 (2015) - Keehi Lagoon  
 
Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 134-4 (LexisNexis 2015) - Transfer, possession of firearms  
 
Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 134-9 (LexisNexis 2015) - Licenses to carry  
 
Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 134-26 (LexisNexis 2015) - Carrying or possessing a loaded firearm on a 
public highway; penalty  
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Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 134-51 (LexisNexis 2015) - Deadly weapons; prohibitions; penalty  
 
Idaho             D-148 
 
Idaho Const. art. 1, § 11 - Right To Keep and Bear Arms  
 
Idaho Code Ann. § 18-3302 (2015) - Concealed Weapons 
 
Idaho Code Ann. § 18-3302J (2015) - Preemption of Firearms Regulation 
  
Idaho Code Ann. § 18-3302K (2015) - Issuance of Enhanced Licenses to Carry Concealed 
Weapons  
 
Idaho Code Ann. § 18-3303 (2015) - Exhibition or Use of Deadly Weapon  
 
Idaho Code Ann. § 18-5901 (2015) - Public Nuisance Defined  
 
Idaho Code Ann. § 18-7503 (2015) - Weapons aboard aircraft—Penalty 
 
Illinois             D-163 
 
430 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 65/1.1 (LexisNexis 2015) - Firearm defined; Firearm ammunition 
defined 
 
430 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 65/2 (LexisNexis 2015) - Firearm Owner's Identification Card required; 
exceptions 
 
430 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 65/13.1 (LexisNexis 2015) - Preemption 
 
430 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 66/10 (LexisNexis 2015) - Issuance of Licenses to Carry a Concealed 
Firearm 

430 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 66/65 (LexisNexis 2015) – Prohibited Areas 
 
720 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 5/24-1 (LexisNexis 2015) - Unlawful use of weapon 
 
720 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 5/24-10 (LexisNexis 2015) - Municipal ordinance regulating firearms; 
affirmative defense to a violation 
 
720 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 5/29D-35.1 (LexisNexis 2015) - Boarding or attempting to board an 
aircraft with weapon 
 
Indiana            D-181 
  
Ind. Code Ann. § 34-28-7.1 (LexisNexis 2015) - Possession of Firearms and Ammunition in 
Locked Vehicles  
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Ind. Code Ann. § 34-28-7-2 (LexisNexis 2015) - Prohibition on ordinances, resolutions, policies, 
or rules that prohibit possession of firearms or ammunition in locked vehicles—Exclusions and 
exceptions  
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-11.1-1 (LexisNexis 2015) - Application Sec. 1  
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-11.1-2 (LexisNexis 2015) - Local regulation prohibited 
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-2-1 (LexisNexis 2015) - License required to carry handgun—Exceptions 
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-2-3 (LexisNexis 2015) - Issuance of licenses 
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-2-4 (LexisNexis 2015) - Qualified licenses—Unlimited licenses 
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-6-1 (LexisNexis 2015) - Possession of deadly weapon when boarding 
aircraft prohibited 
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-6-1.1 (LexisNexis 2015) - Undisclosed transport of dangerous device 
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-6-1.3 (LexisNexis 2015) - Firearm, explosive, or deadly weapon; 
possession in controlled access areas of an airport  
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-6-1.4 (LexisNexis 2015) - Unauthorized entry into inspection-controlled 
areas of airports 
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-6-1.6 (LexisNexis 2015) - Use or threat of force to disrupt operation of 
aircraft — Hijacking an aircraft 
 
Iowa            D-194 
 
Iowa Code § 723.4 (2015) - Disorderly conduct 
 
Iowa Code § 724.4 (2015) - Carrying weapons 
 
Iowa Code § 724.5 (2015) - Duty to carry permit to carry weapons 
 
Iowa Code § 724.7 (2015) - Nonprofessional permit to carry weapons 
 
Iowa Code § 724.11 (2015) - Issuance of permit to carry weapons 
 
Iowa Code § 724.28 (2015) - Prohibition of regulation by political subdivisions 
 
Kansas            D-198 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 3-124 (2015) - Same; police power extended.  
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-9

Kan. Stat. Ann. § 12-16,124 (2015) - Firearms and ammunition; regulation by city or county, 
limitations  
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 21-5914 (2015) - Traffic in contraband in a correctional institution or care and 
treatment facility 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 21-6202 (2015) - Unlawful assembly; remaining at an unlawful assembly 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 21-6203 (2015) - Disorderly conduct  
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 21-6204 (2015) - Maintaining a public nuisance; permitting a public nuisance; 
reports  
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 21-6301 (2015) - Criminal use of weapons 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 21-6302 (2015) - Criminal carrying of a weapon 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 21-6308 (2015) - Criminal discharge of a firearm 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 21-6309 (2015) - Unlawful possession of firearms on certain government 
property 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 32-1002 (2015) - Unlawful taking or dealing in wildlife; penalties; exceptions; 
carrying a handgun; use of silencers; other 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c01 (2015) - Personal and family protection act; citation of act 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c03 (2015) - License to carry concealed handgun; issuance; form; display 
on demand of law enforcement officer; reciprocity; 180-day receipt, issuance 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c04 (2015) - Same; disqualifications; handgun safety and training course 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c05 (2015) - Same; application; fees; fingerprints; criminal history records 
report; issuance or denial of license; retired law enforcement officers; corrections officers 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c10 (2015) - Same; restrictions on carrying concealed handgun; 
exceptions; liabilities; employees permitted to carry; penalties for violations; sign requirements 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c17 (2015) - Legislative findings regarding uniform standards for licensing 
and regulation; certain local ordinances and resolutions inapplicable to licensees; limitations on 
authority of attorney general; liberal construction of act 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c19 (repealed) - United States, district and county attorneys, attorney 
general and assistants; licensure and training requirements 
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Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c20 (2015) - Concealed handguns in public buildings; when prohibited; 
public buildings exempted; definitions 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c21 (2015) - Concealed handguns in state capitol; effective date 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c24 (2015) - Restrictions on carrying unconcealed firearms; exceptions; 
penalties; sign requirements  
 
Kentucky            D-224 
 
Ken. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 65.870 (LexisNexis 2015) - Local firearms control ordinances prohibited—
Exemption from immunity—Declaratory and injunctive relief 
 
Ken. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 237.104 (LexisNexis 2015) - Rights to acquire, carry, and use deadly 
weapons not to be impaired; Seizure of deadly weapons prohibited; Application of section 
 
Ken. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 237.110 (LexisNexis 2015) - License to carry concealed deadly weapon—
Criteria—Training—Application—Issuance and denial of license—Automated listing of license 
holders—Suspension or revocation—Renewal—Prohibitions—Reciprocity—Reports—
Requirements 
 
Ken. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 237.115 (LexisNexis 2015) - Construction of KRS 237.110—Prohibition 
by local government units of carrying concealed deadly weapons in governmental buildings 
Restriction on criminal penalties  
 
Ken. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 527.020 (LexisNexis 2015) - Carrying concealed deadly weapon 
 
Louisiana            D-245 
 
La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 14:95.5 (2015) - Possession of firearm on premises of alcoholic beverage 
outlet 
 
La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 40:1379 (2015) - Duties and powers of police employees 
 
La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 40:1379.1.1 (2015) - Concealed handgun permit issued by sheriffs; 
reciprocity; contiguous parishes 
 
La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 40.1379.3 (2015) - Statewide permits for concealed handguns; application 
procedures; definitions 
 
La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 40:1382 (2015) - Negligent carrying of a concealed handgun 
 
La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 40.1796 (2015) - Preemption of state law 
 
Maine             D-261 
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Maine Rev. Stat. tit. 25, § 2001-A (2015) - Threatening display of or carrying concealed weapon  
 
Maine Rev. Stat. tit. § 25, § 2003 (2015) - Permits to carry concealed handguns 
 
Maine Rev. Stat. tit. 25, § 2011 (2015) - State preemption  
 
Maryland            D-272 
 
Md. Code Ann., Crim. Law § 4-203 (LexisNexis 2015) - Wearing, carrying, or transporting 
handgun   
 
Md. Code Ann., Crim. Law § 4-208 (LexisNexis 2015) - Possession of firearm at public 
demonstration  
 
Md. Code Ann., Crim. Law § 4-209 (LexisNexis 2015) - Regulation of weapons and ammunition  
 
Md. Code Ann., Crim. Law. § 4-405 (LexisNexis 2015) - Use of machine gun for aggressive 
purpose 
   
Md. Code Ann., Crim. Law § 10-201 (LexisNexis 2015) - Disturbing the public peace and 
disorderly conduct  
 
Md. Code Ann., Pub. Safety  § 5-104 (LexisNexis 2015) - Preemption by State   
 
Md. Code Ann., Pub. Safety  § 5-117 (LexisNexis 2015) - Application for regulated firearm 
required   
 
Md. Code Ann., Pub. Safety § 5-117.1 (LexisNexis 2015) - Handgun qualification license 
required for purchase of handguns  
 
Md. Code Ann., Pub. Safety  § 5-118 (LexisNexis 2015) - Firearm application  
 
Md. Code Ann., Pub. Safety  § 5-133 (LexisNexis 2015) - Restrictions on possession of regulated 
firearms  
 
Md. Code Ann., Pub. Safety  § 5-303 (LexisNexis 2015) - Permit required 
  
Md. Code Ann., Pub. Safety  § 5-308 (LexisNexis 2015) - Possession of permit required  
 
Md. Code Ann., Pub. Safety  § 5-314 (LexisNexis 2015) - Carrying, wearing, or transporting 
handgun while under influence of alcohol or drugs   
 
Md. Code Ann., Transp.  § 5-426 (LexisNexis 2015) - Adoption of regulations 
 
Md. Code Regs. 11.03.01.09 – Airport Security 
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Massachusetts           D-292 
 
Mass. Const. amend. art. II, § 1 - Right of Local Self-Government 
 
Mass. Const. art. II, § 6 - Governmental Powers of Cities and Towns  
 
Mass. Ann. Laws ch. 40, § 21 (LexisNexis 2015) - By-laws of towns; purpose 
 
Mass. Ann. Laws ch. 43B, § 13 (LexisNexis 2015) – Exercise of Powers and Functions by 
Municipalities 
 
Mass. Ann. Laws ch. 90, § 51J (LexisNexis 2015) - Rules and Regulations for Use of Municipal 
Airports; Public Safety 
 
Mass. Ann. Laws ch. 90, § 61 (LexisNexis 2015) - Logan Airport security zone; access; penalties 
 
Mass. Ann. Laws ch. 140, § 129C (LexisNexis 2015) (effective Jan. 1, 2015, and until Jan. 1, 
2021) - Firearm Identification Card; Restrictions on Possession, Transfer of Firearms; Reports; 
Persons and Uses Exempted from Provisions of Section; Purchases by Certain Exempt Persons 
 
Mass. Ann. Laws ch. 140, § 131 (LexisNexis 2015) – Licenses to carry firearms; Class A and B; 
conditions and restrictions 
 
Mass. Ann. Laws ch. 140, § 131A (LexisNexis 2015) - Permits to purchase, rent, or lease 
firearms, or to purchase ammunition; fee; penalties 
 
Mass. Ann. Laws ch. 140, § 131C (LexisNexis 2015) – Carrying of firearms in a vehicle  
  
Mass. Ann. Laws ch. 269, § 10 (LexisNexis 2015) - Carrying dangerous weapons; possession of 
machine gun or sawed-off shotguns; possession of large capacity weapon or large capacity 
feeding device; punishment 
  
Mass. Ann. Laws ch. 269, § 10H (LexisNexis 2015) - Carrying loaded firearm while under 
influence of liquor, marijuana, narcotic drugs, depressants, or stimulant substances; punishment 
  
Mass. Ann. Laws ch. 269, § 12D (LexisNexis 2015) - Carrying Loaded Rifle or Shotgun on 
Public Way 
 
Mass. Ann. Laws ch. 269, § 12F (LexisNexis 2015) - Violating Secure Areas on an Airplane 
Prohibited 
 
740 Mass. Code Regs. 30.04 (2015) - Firearms, Ammunition, and Dangerous Weapons 
 
740 Mass. Code Regs. 30.05 (2016) – Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Hoax Devices  
 
Michigan            D-316 
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Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 28.425o (LexisNexis 2015) - Premises on which carrying concealed 
weapon or portable device that uses electro-muscular disruption technology prohibited; 
“premises” defined; exceptions to subsections (1) and (2); violation; penalties 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 28.432a (LexisNexis 2015) - Persons to whom requirements 
inapplicable; "local corrections officer" defined 
  
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. 123.1102 (LexisNexis 2015) - A Regulation of pistols or other firearms 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 123.1103 (LexisNexis 2015) - Permissible prohibitions or regulation 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 123.1104 (LexisNexis 2015) - Prohibiting discharge of pistol or other 
firearm 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 259.80f (LexisNexis 2015) - Possessing, carrying, or attempting to 
possess certain items in sterile area of airport; prohibitions; violations; penalties; exceptions; 
other violations; consecutive terms of imprisonment; definitions 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 750.227 (LexisNexis 2015) - Concealed weapons; carrying; penalty 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 750.227c (LexisNexis 2015) - Transporting or possessing loaded 
firearm in or upon vehicle; violation as misdemeanor; penalty; applicability to person violating § 
312.10(1)(g) 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 750.228 (LexisNexis 2015) - Ownership of pistol greater than 26 
inches in length; conditions; election to have firearm not considered as pistol 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 750.234d (LexisNexis 2015) - Possession of firearm on certain 
premises prohibited; applicability; violation as misdemeanor; penalty 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 750.234e (LexisNexis 2015) - Brandishing firearm in public; 
applicability; violation as misdemeanor; penalty 
 
Minnesota            D-325 
 
Minn. Stat. § 97B.045 (2015) - Transportation of firearms 
 
Minn. Stat. § 471.633 (2015) - Firearms 
 
Minn. Stat. § 471.634 (2015) - Definitions 
 
Minn. Stat. § 471.635 (2015) - Zoning Ordinances 
 
Minn. Stat. § 609.672 (2015) - Permissive inference; firearms in automobiles 
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Minn. Stat. § 609.705 (2015) - Unlawful assembly 
 
Minn. Stat. § 609.72 (2015) - Disorderly conduct 
 
Minn. Stat. § 609.74 (2015) - Public nuisance 
  
Minn. Stat. § 624.714 (2015) - Carrying of weapons without permit; penalties 
 
Minn. Stat. § 624.7142 (2015) - Carrying while under influence of alcohol or controlled 
substance 
 
Minn. Stat. § 624.717 (2015) - Local regulation 
 
Minn. Stat. § 624.7181 (2015) - Rifles and shotguns in public places 
 
Mississippi            D-344 
 
Miss. Code Ann. § 45-9-51 (2015) - Prohibition against adoption of certain ordinances   
 
Miss. Code Ann. § 45-9-53 (2015) - Exceptions; procedure for challenging ordinances; county or 
municipal programs to purchase weapons from citizens   
 
Miss. Code Ann. § 45-9-101 (2015) - License to carry stun gun, concealed pistol or revolver   
 
Miss. Code Ann. § 97-37-1 (2015) - Deadly weapons; carrying while concealed; use or attempt to 
use; penalties; "concealed" defined   
 
Miss. Code Ann. § 97-37-19 (2015) - Deadly weapons; exhibiting in threatening manner  
 
Missouri            D-356 
 
Mo. Const. art I, § 23 (amended 2014) - Right to Keep and Bear Arms--Exception 
 
Mo. Rev. Stat § 21.750 (2015) - Firearms legislation preemption by general assembly, 
exceptions—limitation on civil recovery against firearms or ammunitions manufacturers, when, 
exception 
 
Mo. Rev. Stat § 79.450 (2015) - Certain activities to be prohibited and suppressed 
 
Mo. Rev. Stat § 79.460 (2015) - Board may prohibit carrying concealed weapons 
  
Mo. Rev. Stat § 80.090 (2015) – Trustees—power to pass certain ordinances 
 
Mo. Rev. Stat § 571.030 (2015) - Unlawful use of weapons—exceptions—penalties  
 
Mo. Rev. Stat § 571.037 (2015) - Open display of firearm permitted, when 
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Mo. Rev. Stat § 571.107 (2015) - Permit does not authorize concealed firearms, where—penalty 
for violation 
 
Montana            D-367 
 
Mont. Code Ann. § 45-3-111 (2015) - Openly carrying weapon—display—exemption  
 
Mont. Code Ann. § 45-8-316 (2015) - Carrying concealed weapons  
 
Mont. Code Ann. § 45-8-321 (2015) - Permit to carry concealed weapon  
 
Mont. Code Ann. § 45-8-328 (2015) - Carrying concealed weapon in prohibited place—penalty  
 
Mont. Code Ann. § 45-8-351 (2015) - Restriction on local government regulation of firearms 
 
Nebraska            D-370 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 14-101 (LexisNexis 2015) - Cities of the metropolitan class, defined; 
population required; general powers 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 14-102 (LexisNexis 2015) - Additional powers 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 14-102.01 (LexisNexis 2015) - Cities of the metropolitan class; ordinances, 
bylaws, rules, regulations, and resolutions; powers 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 15-255 (LexisNexis 2015) - Public safety; measures to protect 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 16-227 (LexisNexis 2015) - Riots; disorderly conduct; use of explosives; 
weapons; vagabonds; lights; bonfires; regulation 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 17-556 (LexisNexis 2015) - Public safety; firearms; explosives; riots; 
regulation 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 18-1703 (LexisNexis 2015) - Ownership, possession, and transportation of 
concealed handguns; power of cities and villages; existing ordinance, permit, or regulation; null 
and void 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 28-1202 (LexisNexis 2015) - Carrying concealed weapon; penalty; 
affirmative defense 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 69-2428 (LexisNexis 2015) - Permit to carry concealed handgun; 
authorized 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 69-2429 (LexisNexis 2015) - Terms, defined 
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Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 69-2433 (LexisNexis 2015) - Applicant; requirements 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 69-2435 (LexisNexis 2015) - Permitholder; continuing requirements; 
return of permit  
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 69-2441 (LexisNexis 2015) - Permitholder; locations; restrictions; posting 
of prohibition; consumption of alcohol; prohibited 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann.  § 69-2442 (LexisNexis 2015) - Injury to person or damage to property; 
permitholder; report required 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 69-2445 (LexisNexis 2015) - Carrying concealed weapon under other law; 
act; how construed 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 69-2446 (LexisNexis 2015) - Rules and regulations 
 
Nevada             D-378 
 
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 202.320 (LexisNexis 2015) - Drawing deadly weapon in threatening 
manner 
 
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 202.350 (LexisNexis 2015) - Manufacture, importation, possession or use 
of dangerous weapon or silencer; carrying concealed weapon without permit; penalties; issuance 
of permit to carry concealed weapon; exceptions 
 
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 202.595 (LexisNexis 2015) - Performance of act or neglect of duty in 
willful or wanton disregard of safety of persons or property; penalty 
 
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 202.3657 (LexisNexis 2015) - Application for permit; eligibility; denial or 
revocation of permit 
 
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 202.3673 (LexisNexis 2015) - Permittee authorized to carry concealed 
firearm while on premises of public building; exceptions; penalty 
 
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 244.364 (LexisNexis 2015) - Limited authority to regulate firearms; 
restrictions concerning registration of certain firearms in county whose population is 700,000 or 
more 
 
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 268.418 (LexisNexis 2015) - Limited authority to regulate firearms; 
restrictions concerning registration of firearms in city in county whose population is 700,000 or 
more 
 
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 269.222 (LexisNexis 2015) - Limited authority to regulate firearms; 
restrictions concerning registration of firearms in town in county whose population is 700,000 or 
more 
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New Hampshire           D-393 
 
N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 111:15 (LexisNexis 2015) - Armed Civilian Groups 
 
N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 159:26 (LexisNexis 2015) - Firearms, Ammunition, and Knives; Authority 
of the State  
 
N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 159:4 (LexisNexis 2015) - Carrying Without License  
 
N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 159:6 (LexisNexis 2015) - License to Carry  
 
N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 644:1 (LexisNexis 2015) - Riot  
 
N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 644:2 (LexisNexis 2015) - Disorderly Conduct 
 
New Jersey            D-398 
 
N.J. Const. art. 4, § VII, ¶ 11 - [Regarding Powers of Counties and Municipalities] 
 
N.J. Rev. Stat. § 2C:33-1 (2015) - Riot; failure to disperse 
   
N.J. Rev. Stat. § 2C:33-2 (2015) - Disorderly conduct  
 
N.J. Rev. Stat. § 2C:39-5 (2015) - Unlawful possession of weapons  
 
N.J. Rev. Stat. § 2C:58-3 (2015) - Purchase of firearms 
 
N.J. Rev. Stat. § 2C:58-4 (2015) - Permits to carry handguns 
 
N.J. Rev. Stat. § 2C:58-5 (2015) - Licenses to possess and carry machine guns and assault 
firearms 
 
N.J. Rev. Stat. § 2C:58-6.1 (2015) - Possession of firearms by minors; exceptions 
 
N.J. Rev. Stat. § 2C:58-12 (2015) - Registration of assault firearms 
 
N.J. Rev. Stat. § 40:48-1 (2015) - Ordinances; general purpose  
 
New Mexico            D-412 
 
N.M. Const. art. 2, § 6 - [Regarding Lack of Authority of a Municipality or County to Regulate 
Right to Keep and Bear Arms]  
 
N.M. Stat. Ann. § 29-19-3 (LexisNexis 2015) - Date of licensure; period of licensure  
  
N.M. Stat. Ann. § 29-19-4 (LexisNexis 2015) - Applicant qualifications 
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N.M. Stat. Ann. § 29-19-5 (LexisNexis 2015) - Application form; screening of applicants; fee; 
limitations on liability 
 
N.M. Stat. Ann. § 29-19-6 (LexisNexis 2015) - Appeal; license renewal; refresher firearms 
training course; suspension or revocation of license 
 
N.M. Stat. Ann. § 29-19-7 (LexisNexis 2015) - Demonstration of ability and knowledge; course 
requirement; proprietary interest; exemptions 
 
N.M. Stat. Ann. § 29-19-8 (LexisNexis 2015) - Limitation on license 
 
N.M. Stat. Ann. § 29-19-9 (LexisNexis 2015) - Possession of license 
 
N.M. Stat. Ann. § 29-19-12 (LexisNexis 2015) - Rules; department to administer; reciprocal 
agreements with other states 
  
N.M. Stat. Ann. § 30-7-2 (LexisNexis 2015) - Unlawful carrying of a deadly weapon  
 
N.M. Stat. Ann. § 30-7-3 (LexisNexis 2015) - Unlawful carrying of a firearm in licensed liquor 
establishments  
 
New York            D-420 
 
N.Y. Const. art. IX, § 1 - Bill of rights for local governments  
 
N.Y. Const. art. IX, § 2 - Powers and duties of legislature; home rule powers of local 
governments; statute of local governments 
 
N.Y. Const. art. IX, § 3 - Existing laws to remain applicable; construction; definitions  
 
N.Y. Penal Law § 240.20 (Consol. 2015) - Disorderly conduct 
 
N.Y. Penal Law § 265.01 (Consol. 2015) - Criminal possession of a weapon in the fourth degree 
 
N.Y. Penal Law § 265.01-b (Consol. 2015) - Criminal possession of a firearm 
 
N.Y. Penal Law § 265.02 (Consol. 2015) - Criminal possession of a weapon in the third degree 
 
N.Y. Penal Law § 265.03 (Consol. 2015) - Criminal possession of a weapon in the second degree 
 
N.Y. Penal Law § 265.15 (Consol. 2015) - Presumptions of possession, unlawful intent and 
defacement 
 
N.Y. Penal Law § 400.00 (Consol. 2015) - Licenses to carry, possess, repair, and dispose of 
firearms 
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North Carolina           D-439 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-34 (2015) - Assaulting by pointing a gun 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-269 (2015) - Carrying concealed weapons 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-269.3 (2015) - Carrying weapons into assemblies and establishments where 
alcoholic beverages are sold and consumed 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-269.4 (2015) - Weapons on certain State property and in courthouses 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-277.2 (2015) - Weapons at parades, etc., prohibited 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-403 (2015) - Permit issued by sheriff; form of permit; expiration of permit 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-409.40 (2015) - Statewide uniformity of local regulation 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-415.11 (2015) - Permit to carry concealed handgun; scope of permit 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-415-12 (2015) - Criteria to qualify for the issuance of a permit 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-415-23 (2015) - Statewide uniformity 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-415.24 (2015) - Reciprocity; out-of-state handgun permits 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 160A-189 (2015) – Firearms 
 
Charlotte, N.C. Ordinance § 15-14 (2015) - Possession of dangerous weapons 
 
North Dakota            D-451 
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-01-03 (2015) - Limitation on authority of political subdivision regarding 
firearms 
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-02-04 (2015) - Possession of firearm or dangerous weapon in liquor 
establishment prohibited—Penalty—Exceptions 
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-02-05 (2015) - Possession of a firearm or dangerous weapon at a public 
gathering—Penalty—Application 
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-02-10 (2015) - Carrying loaded firearm in certain vehicles prohibited—
Penalty—Exceptions 
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-03-01 (2015) - Carrying handgun—Restrictions—Exceptions 
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-04-01 (2015) - Definition of concealed 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-20 

 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-04-02 (2015) - Carrying concealed firearms or dangerous weapons 
prohibited 
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-04-03.1 (2015) - Reciprocity 
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-04-04 (2015) - Producing license on demand 
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-04-05 (2015) - Penalty 
 
Ohio             D-456 
 
Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 2923.11 (LexisNexis 2015) - Definitions 
 
Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 2923.12 (LexisNexis 2015) - Carrying concealed weapons 
 
Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 2923.125 (LexisNexis 2015) - Application for license to carry concealed 
handgun; issuance, renewal 
 
Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 2923.126 (LexisNexis 2015) - Expiration of license; carrying of license 
and identification; notice of change of residence; motor vehicle and law enforcement stops; 
prohibited places; retired peace officers 
 
Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 2923.1212 (LexisNexis 2015) - Posting of signs prohibiting deadly 
weapon or dangerous ordinance 
 
Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 2923.16 (LexisNexis 2015) - Improperly handling firearms in a motor 
vehicle 
 
Oklahoma            D-489 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1272 (2015) - Unlawful carry 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1272.1 (2015) - Carrying firearms where liquor is consumed 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1272.2 (2015) - Penalty for firearm in liquor establishment 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1273 (2015) - Allowing minors to possess firearms 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1277 (2015) - Unlawful carry in certain places 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1290.1 (2015) - Short title 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1290.2 (2015) - Definitions 
  
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1290.4 (2015) - Unlawful carry 
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Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1290.5 (2015) - Term of license and renewal 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1290.7 (2015) - Construing authority of license 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1290.8 (2015) - Possession of license required—Notification to police of gun 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1290.9 (2015) – Eligibility 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1290.10 (2015) - Mandatory preclusions 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1290.11 (2015) - Other preclusions 
 
Oregon            D-501 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 161.015 (2016) - General definitions 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 164.885 (2015) - Endangering aircraft 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.170 (2015) - State preemption 
  
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.171 (2015) - Authority of county to regulate discharge of firearms 
  
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.172 (2015) - Authority of city to regulate discharge of firearms 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.173 (effective July 20, 2015) - Authority of city or county to regulate 
possession of loaded firearms in public places 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.174 (2015) - Authority of city, county, municipal corporation, or district to 
regulate possession or sale of firearms 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.190 (2015) - Pointing firearm at another; courts having jurisdiction over 
offense 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.210 (2015) - Definitions 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.220 (2015) - Unlawful use of weapon 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.240 (2015) - Carrying of concealed weapons  
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.250 (2016) - Unlawful possession of firearms 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.262 (2015) - Limitation on peace officer's authority to arrest for violating 
ORS 166.250 or 166.370 
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Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.272 (2015) - Unlawful possession of machine guns, certain short-barreled 
firearms and firearm silencers 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.291 (2016) - Issuance of concealed handgun license; application; fees; 
liability 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.292 (2015) - Procedure of issuing; form of license; duration 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.350 (2015) - Unlawful possession of armor piercing ammunition 
  
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.360 (2016) - Definitions for ORS 166.360 to 166.380 
  
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.370 (2016) - Possession of firearm or dangerous weapon in public building 
or court facility; exceptions; discharging firearm at school 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.380 (2016) - Examination of firearm by peace officer; arrest for failure to 
allow examination 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.410 (2015) - Manufacture, importation or sale of firearms 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.638 (2015) - Discharging weapon across airport operation surfaces 
 
Pennsylvania            D-521 
 
18 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 6106 (2015) - Firearms not to be carried without a license      
 
18 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 6108 (2015) - Carrying firearms on public streets or public property in 
Philadelphia  
 
18 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 6109 (2015) - Licenses  
 
18 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 6120 (2015) – Limitation on the regulation of firearms and ammunition 
 
53 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 2962 (2015) - Limitation on municipal powers 
 
Allegheny Cnty. Pa. Ordinance § 705-39 (2015) - Weapons and firearms 
 
Rhode Island            D-534 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-45-1 (2015) - Disorderly conduct 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-1 (2015) - Short title 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-2 (2015) - Definitions 
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R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-5 (2015) - Possession of arms by person convicted of crime of violence 
or who is a fugitive from justice 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-7 (2015) - Possession of firearm by alien 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-8 (2015) - License or permit required for carrying pistol—Possession of 
machine gun 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-9 (2015) - Persons exempt from restrictions 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-9.1 (2015) - Additional exemptions 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-11 (2015) - License or permit to carry concealed pistol or revolver 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-12 (2015) - License or permit fee 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-13 (2015) - Revocation of license or permit 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-15 (2015) - Proof of ability required for license or permit 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-20 (2015) - Sale or possession of silencers 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-20.1 (2015) - Armor-piercing bullets 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-23 (2015) - False information in securing firearm or license 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-26 (2015) - Penalties for violations  
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-28 (2015) - Arrest and detention for possession of firearms 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-30 (2015) - Sale, transfer, or delivery of firearms to minors 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-33 (2015) - Possession of firearms by minors 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-35 (2015) - Sale of concealable weapons—Safety courses and tests—
Review board—Issuance of permits to certain government officers 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-35.2 (2015) - Sale of rifles/shotguns 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-40 (2015) - Register of sales of firearms—Display of firearms 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-41 (2015) - Government firearm registration prohibited 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-47 (2015) - Display of weapons 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-51 (2015) - Loaded weapons in vehicles 
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R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-52 (2015) - Carrying of weapon while under the influence of liquor or 
drugs 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-58 (2015) – Firearms—State preemption 
 
South Carolina           D-546 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 16-23-10 (2015) – Definitions  
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 16-23-20 (2015) - Unlawful carrying of handgun; exceptions 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 16-23-30 - Sale or delivery of handgun to and possession by certain persons 
unlawful; stolen handguns 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 16-23-50 (2015) 
Penalties; disposition of fines; forfeiture and disposition of handguns 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 16-23-60 (2015) - Construction 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 16-23-410 (2015) - Pointing firearm at any person 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 16-23-460 (2015) - Carrying concealed weapons; forfeiture of weapons 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 16-23-465 (2015) - Additional penalty for unlawfully carrying pistol or firearm 
onto premises of business selling alcoholic liquors, beers, or wines for on-premises consumption; 
exceptions 
 
S.C. Code § 23-31-210 (2015) – Definitions  
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-215 (2015) - Issuance of permits 
  
S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-217 (2015) - Effect on Section 16-23-20  
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-220 (2015) - Right to allow or permit concealed weapons upon 
premises; signs. 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-225 (2015) - Carrying concealed weapons into residences or dwellings  
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-230 (2015) - Carrying concealed weapons between automobile and 
accommodation. 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-235 (2015) - Sign requirements  
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-240 (2015) - Persons allowed to carry concealed weapon while on duty 
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S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-510 (2015) - Regulation of ownership, transfer, or possession of firearm 
or ammunition; discharge on landowner's own property  
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-520 (2015) - Power to regulate public use of firearms; confiscation of 
firearms or ammunition  
 
South Dakota            D-563 
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 7-18A-36 (2015) - Firearms regulation ordinances prohibited  
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 8-5-13 (2015) - Firearms regulation ordinances prohibited  
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 9-19-20 (2015) - Firearms regulation ordinances prohibited 
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 22-14-9 (2015) - Carrying pistol or revolver without a permit—
Misdemeanor  
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 22-14-11 (2015) - License not required for weapon in own home, business, 
or property  
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 23-7-7 (2015) - Permit to carry concealed pistol—Statewide validity—
Background investigation  
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 23-7-7.1 (2015) - Requirements for issuance of temporary permit—Time 
requirement—Appeal of denial  
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 23-7-8 (2015) - Application for permit or enhanced permit—Form and 
contents—Copies  
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 23-7-8.1 (2015) - Form and contents of permit and enhanced permit  
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 23-7-8.2 (2015) - Duration of permit—Fee  
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 23-7-8.6 (2015) - List, record, or registry of privately owned firearms, 
owners of firearms, or holders of permits prohibited 
 
Tennessee            D-566 
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 4-54-104 (2015) - Firearms, firearm accessories, and ammunition 
manufactured in this state not subject to federal regulation under interstate commerce clause 
  
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-109 (2015) - Airport and aircraft security 
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-305 (2015) - Disorderly conduct  
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-314 (2015) - Civil disorder  
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Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1302 (2015) - Prohibited weapons  
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1307 (2015) - Unlawful carrying or possession of a weapon  
  
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1308 (2015) - Defenses to unlawful possession or carrying of a weapon  
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1313 (2015) - Transporting and storing a firearm or firearm 
ammunition in permit holder's motor vehicle 
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1314 (2015) - Local regulation of firearms and ammunition and knives 
preempted by state regulation—Actions against firearms or ammunition manufacturers, trade 
associations, or dealers  
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1315 (2015) - Written directive and permit to carry handguns  
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1319 (2015) - Handgun possession prohibited—Exceptions 
   
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1321 (2015) - Possession of handgun while under influence—Penalty  
  
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1351 (effective January 1, 2016) - Handgun carry permits  
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1359 (2015) - Prohibition at certain meetings—Posting notice  
 
Texas             D-592 
 
Tex. Penal Code Ann. § 30.06 (2016) - Trespass by Holder of License to Carry Concealed 
Handgun 
 
Tex. Penal Code Ann. § 42.01 (2015) - Disorderly Conduct 
 
Tex. Penal Code Ann. § 46.02 (2016) - Unlawful Carrying Weapons  
 
Tex. Penal Code Ann. § 46.03 (2016) - Places Weapons Prohibited 
 
Tex. Penal Code Ann. § 46.035 (2016) - Unlawful Carrying of Handgun by License Holder  
 
Tex. Penal Code Ann. § 46.05 (2015) - Prohibited Weapons 
  
Tex. Penal Code Ann. § 46.15 (2016) - Nonapplicability 
 
Tex. Gov't Code Ann. § 411.172 (2016) - Eligibility 
 
Tex. Gov't Code Ann. § 411.173 (2016) - Nonresident License 
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Tex. Gov't Code Ann. § 411.209 (2015) -- Wrongful Exclusion of Concealed Handgun License 
Holder 
 
Utah             D-611 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 6-10-504 (LexisNexis 2015) - Carrying concealed firearm – Penalties 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 53-5-704 (LexisNexis 2015) - Bureau duties—Permit to carry concealed 
firearm—Certification for concealed firearms instructor—Requirements for issuance—
Violation—Denial, suspension, or revocation—Appeal procedure 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 53-5-705 (LexisNexis 2015) - Temporary permit to carry concealed firearm—
Denial, suspension, or revocation – Appeal  
 
Utah Code Ann. § 53-5-707 (LexisNexis 2015) - Concealed firearm permit—Fees—Concealed 
Weapons Account 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 53-5-710 (LexisNexis 2015) - Cross-references to concealed firearm permit 
restrictions  
 
Utah Code Ann. § 53-5a-102 (LexisNexis 2015) - Uniform firearm laws  
  
Utah Code Ann. § 76-10-500 (LexisNexis 2015) - Uniform law 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 76-10-503 (LexisNexis 2015) - Restrictions on possession, purchase, transfer, 
and ownership of dangerous weapons by certain persons—Exceptions 
  
Utah Code Ann. § 76-10-504 (LexisNexis 2015) - Carrying concealed firearm—Penalties 
  
Utah Code Ann. § 76-10-505 (LexisNexis 2015) - Carrying loaded firearm in vehicle or on street 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 76-10-511 (LexisNexis 2015) - Possession of loaded firearm at residence or on 
real property authorized  
 
Utah Code Ann. § 76-10-523 (LexisNexis 2015) - Persons exempt from weapons laws 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 76-10-523.5 (LexisNexis 2015) - Compliance with rules for secure facilities  
 
Utah Code Ann. § 76-10-528 (LexisNexis 2015) - Carrying a dangerous weapon while under 
influence of alcohol or drugs unlawfulUtah Code Ann. § 76-10-529 (LexisNexis 2015) - 
Possession of dangerous weapons, firearms, or explosives in airport secure areas prohibited—
Penalty 
Utah Code Ann. § 78B-4-511 (LexisNexis 2015) - Regulation of firearms reserved to state—
Lawsuits prohibited  
 
Vermont            D-627 
  

C o m p e n d i u m  o f  S t a t e  a n d  F e d e r a l  L a w s  A f f e c t i n g  t h e  P o s s e s s i o n  o f  F i r e a r m s  a t  A i r p o r t s
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Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 13, § 1026a (2015) - Aggravated disorderly conduct 
 
Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 13, § 4003 (2015) - Carrying dangerous weapons 
 
Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 24, § 2291 (2015) - Enumeration of powers 
 
Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 24, § 2295 (2015) - Authority of municipal and county governments to regulate 
firearms, ammunition, hunting, fishing, and trapping 
 
Virginia            D-629 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.2-915 (2015) - Control of firearms; applicability to authorities and local 
governmental agencies 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.2-1102 (2015) - General grant of power; enumeration of powers not 
exclusive; limitations on exercise of power 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.2-1113 (2015) - Dangerous, etc., business or employment; transportation of 
offensive substances; explosive or inflammable substances; fireworks 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.2-1209 (2015) - Prohibiting outdoor shooting of firearms or arrows from 
bows in certain areas 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.2-1209.1 (2015) - Counties may regulate carrying of loaded firearms on 
public highways 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-282 (2015) - Pointing, holding, or brandishing firearm, air or gas operated 
weapon, or object similar in appearance; penalty 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-287.01 (2015) - Carrying weapon in air carrier airport terminal 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-287.4 (2015) - Carrying loaded firearms in public areas prohibited; penalty 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-308 (2015) - Carrying concealed weapons; exceptions; penalty 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-308.01 (2015) - Carrying a concealed handgun with a permit 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-308.012 (2015) - Prohibited conduct 
 
Washington            D-638 
 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.010 (LexisNexis 2015) - Terms defined 
 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.040 (LexisNexis 2015) - Unlawful possession of firearms—
Ownership, possession by certain persons—Restoration of right to possess—Penalties 
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Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.050 (LexisNexis 2015) - Carrying firearms 
 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.070 (LexisNexis 2015) - Concealed pistol license—Application—
Fee—renewal 
 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.073 (LexisNexis 2015) - Concealed pistol license—Reciprocity 
 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.171 (LexisNexis 2015) - Alien possession of firearms—
Requirements—Penalty 
 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.173 (LexisNexis 2015) - Alien possession of firearms—Alien 
firearm license—Political subdivisions may not modify requirements—Penalty for false 
statement 
 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.230 (LexisNexis 2015) - Aiming or discharging firearms, 
dangerous weapons 
 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.270 (LexisNexis 2015) - Weapons apparently capable of producing 
bodily harm—Unlawful carrying or handling—Penalty—Exceptions 
 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.290 (LexisNexis 2015) - State Preemption 
 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.300 (LexisNexis 2015) - Weapons prohibited in certain places—
Local laws and ordinances—Exceptions—Penalty 
 
West Virginia            D-657 
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 7-1-3 (LexisNexis 2015) - Jurisdiction, powers and duties 
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 8-12-5 (LexisNexis 2015) - General powers of every municipality and the 
governing body thereof 
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 8-12-5a (LexisNexis 2015) - Limitations upon municipalities' power to 
restrict the purchase, possession, transfer, ownership, carrying, transport, sale, and storage of 
certain weapons and ammunition 
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 61-6-19 (LexisNexis 2015) - Willful disruption of governmental processes; 
offenses occurring State Capital Complex; penalties 
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 61-7-4 (LexisNexis 2015) - License to carry deadly weapons; how obtained 
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 61-7-6 (LexisNexis 2015) - Exceptions as to prohibitions against carrying 
concealed handguns; exemptions from licensing fees 
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 61-7-6a (LexisNexis 2015) - Reciprocity and recognition; out-of-state 
concealed handgun permits 
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W. Va. Code Ann. § 61-7-11 (LexisNexis 2015) - Brandishing deadly weapons; threatening or 
causing breach of the peace; criminal penalties 
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 61-7-12 (LexisNexis 2015) - Wanton endangerment involving a firearm  
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 61-7-14 (LexisNexis 2015) - Right of certain persons to limit possession of 
firearms on premises 
 
Wisconsin            D-669 
 
Wis. Stat. § 66.0409 (2015) - Local Regulation of Firearms 
 
Wis. Stat. § 175.60 (2015) - License to carry a concealed weapon  
 
Wis. Stat. § 941.20 (2015) - Endangering safety by use of dangerous weapon 
 
Wis. Stat. § 941.235 (2015) - Carrying firearm in public building 
 
Wis. Stat. § 941.237 (2015) - Carrying handgun where alcohol beverages may be sold and 
consumed 
 
Wis. Stat. § 941.237 (effective July 1, 2016) - Carrying handgun where alcohol beverages may be 
sold and consumed  
 
Wis. Stat. § 943.13 (2015) - Trespass to land  
 
Wis. Stat. § 947.01 (2015) - Disorderly Conduct 
 
Wis. Stat. § 947.06 (2015) - Unlawful assemblies and their suppression 
 
Wyoming            D-699 
 
Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 6-8-104 (2015) - Wearing or carrying concealed weapons; penalties; 
exceptions; permits  
 
Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 6-8-401 (2015) - Firearm, weapon, and ammunition regulation and prohibition 
by state  
 
Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 6-8-404 (2015) - Regulation by state of firearms, firearms accessories, and 
ammunition manufactured in Wyoming; exceptions  
 
Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 6-8-405 (2015) - Offenses and penalties; defense of Wyoming citizens  
 
Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 6-8-406 (2015) - Legislative findings and declaration of authority  
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INDEX TO UNITED STATES CODE AND FEDERAL REGULATIONS 
 
UNITED STATES CODE          D-709 
 
18 U.S.C. § 922(p) (2015) - Unlawful acts 
 
18 U.S.C. § 926A (2015) - Interstate transportation of firearms 
 
49 U.S.C. § 44701 (2015) - General requirements 
 
49 U.S.C. § 44921 (2015) - Federal flight deck officer program 
 
49 U.S.C. § 46303 (2015) - Carrying a weapon 
 
49 U.S.C. § 46505 (2015) - Carrying a weapon or explosive on an aircraft 
 
CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS        D-719 
 
49 C.F.R. § 1503.413 (2015) – Notice of Proposed Civil Penalty 
 
49 C.F.R. § 1503.417 (2015) - Final Notice of Proposed Civil Penalty and Order 
 
49 C.F.R. § 1503.419 (2015) - Order Assessing Civil Penalty 
 
49 C.F.R. § 1503.421 (2015) - Streamlined civil penalty procedures for certain security 
violations 
 
49 C.F.R. § 1540.111 (2015) - Carriage of weapons, explosives, and incendiaries by individuals 
 
STATE STATUTES 
 
Alabama 
 
Ala. Code § 13A-11-7 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Disorderly Conduct 
 
(a) A person commits the crime of disorderly conduct if, with intent to cause public 
inconvenience, annoyance or alarm, or recklessly creating a risk thereof, he: 
 
(1) Engages in fighting or in violent tumultuous or threatening behavior; or 
 
(2) Makes unreasonable noise; or 
 
(3) In a public place uses abusive or obscene language or makes an obscene gesture; or 
 
(4) Without lawful authority, disturbs any lawful assembly or meeting of persons; or 
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(5) Obstructs vehicular or pedestrian traffic, or a transportation facility; or 
 
(6) Congregates with other person in a public place and refuses to comply with a lawful order of 
the police to disperse. 
 
(b) Disorderly conduct is a Class C misdemeanor. 
 
Ala. Code § 13A-11-52 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Carrying pistol on private property; who may carry pistol 
 
Except as otherwise provided in this article, no person shall carry a pistol about his person on 
private property not his own or under his control unless the person possesses a valid concealed 
weapon permit or the person has the consent of the owner or legal possessor of the premises; but 
this section shall not apply to any law enforcement officer in the lawful discharge of the duties of 
his office, or to United States marshal or his deputies, rural free delivery mail carriers in the 
discharge of their duties as such, bonded constables in the discharge of their duties as such, 
conductors, railway mail clerks and express messengers in the discharge of their duties. 
 
Ala. Code §13A-11-59 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Possession of firearms by persons participating in, attending, etc., demonstrations at public 
places 
 
(a) For the purposes of this section, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them in this subsection, except in those instances where the context 
clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
(1) DEMONSTRATION. Demonstrating, picketing, speechmaking or marching, holding of 
vigils and all other like forms of conduct which involve the communication or expression of 
views or grievances engaged in by one or more persons, the conduct of which has the effect, 
intent or propensity to draw a crowd or onlookers. Such term shall not include casual use of 
property by visitors or tourists which does not have an intent or propensity to attract a crowd or 
onlookers. 
 
(2) FIREARM. Any pistol, rifle, shotgun or firearm of any kind, whether loaded or not. 
 
(3) LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER. Any duly appointed and acting federal, state, county or 
municipal law enforcement officer, peace officer or investigating officer, or any military or 
militia personnel called out or directed by constituted authority to keep the law and order, and 
any park ranger while acting as such on the grounds of a public park and who is on regular duty 
and present to actively police and control the demonstration, and who is assigned this duty by his 
department or agency. Such term does not include a peace officer on strike or a peace officer not 
on duty. 
 
(4) PUBLIC PLACE. Any place to which the general public has access and a right to resort for 
business, entertainment or other lawful purpose, but does not necessarily mean a place devoted 
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solely to the uses of the public. Such term shall include the front or immediate area or parking lot 
of any store, shop, restaurant, tavern, shopping center or other place of business. Such term shall 
also include any public building, the grounds of any public building, or within the curtilage of 
any public building, or in any public parking lot, public street, right-of-way, sidewalk right-of-
way, or within any public park or other public grounds. 
 
(b) It shall be unlawful for any person, other than a law enforcement officer, to have in his or her 
possession or on his or her person or in any vehicle any firearm while participating in or 
attending any demonstration being held at a public place. 
 
(c) It shall be unlawful for any person, other than a law enforcement officer as defined in 
subsection (a) of this section, to have in his or her possession or about his or her person or in any 
vehicle at a point within 1,000 feet of a demonstration at a public place, any firearm after having 
first been advised by a law enforcement officer that a demonstration was taking place at a public 
place and after having been ordered by such officer to remove himself or herself from the 
prescribed area until such time as he or she no longer was in possession of any firearm. This 
subsection shall not apply to any person in possession of or having on his or her person any 
firearm within a private dwelling or other private building or structure. 
 
(d) Any person violating any of the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
and shall be punished as provided by law. 
 
Ala. Code § 13A-11-61.2 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Limitations on where firearms may be carried; notifications at premises 
 
(a)  In addition to any other place limited or prohibited by state or federal law, a person, 
including a person with a permit issued under Section 13A-11-75(a)(1) or recognized under 
Section 13A-11-85, may not knowingly possess or carry a firearm in any of the following places 
without the express permission of a person or entity with authority over the premises: 
 
(1)  Inside the building of a police, sheriff, or highway patrol station. 
 
(2)  Inside or on the premises of a prison, jail, halfway house, community corrections facility, or 
other detention facility for those who have been charged with or convicted of a criminal or 
juvenile offense. 
 
(3)  Inside a facility which provides inpatient or custodial care of those with psychiatric, mental, 
or emotional disorders. 
 
(4)  Inside a courthouse, courthouse annex, a building in which a District Attorney’s office is 
located, or a building in which a county commission or city council is currently having a 
regularly scheduled or specially called meeting. 
 
(5)  Inside any facility hosting an athletic event not related to or involving firearms which is 
sponsored by a private or public elementary or secondary school or any private or public 
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institution of postsecondary education, unless the person has a permit issued under Section 13A-
11-75(a)(1) or recognized under Section 13A-11-85. 
 
(6)  Inside any facility hosting a professional athletic event not related to or involving firearms, 
unless the person has a permit issued under Section 13A-11-75(a)(1) or recognized under Section 
13A-11-85. 
 
(b)  Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a), a person, including a person with a permit 
issued under Section 13A-11-75(a)(1) or recognized under Section 13A-11-85, may not, without 
the express permission of a person or entity with authority over the premises, knowingly possess 
or carry a firearm inside any building or facility to which access of unauthorized persons and 
prohibited articles is limited during normal hours of operation by the continuous posting of 
guards and the use of other security features, including, but not limited to, magnetometers, key 
cards, biometric screening devices, or turnstiles or other physical barriers. Nothing in this 
subsection otherwise restricts the possession, transportation, or storage of a lawfully possessed 
firearm or ammunition in an employee’s privately-owned motor vehicle while parked or operated 
in a public or private parking area provided the employee complies with the requirements of 
Section 13A-11-90. 
 
(c)  The person or entity with authority over the premises set forth in subsections (a)(1)-(6) and 
subsection (b) shall place a notice at the public entrances of such premises or buildings alerting 
those entering that firearms are prohibited. 
 
(d)  Except as provided in subsections (a)(5) and (a)(6), any firearm on the premises of any 
facility set forth in subsection (a)(1), or subsections (a)(4)-(6), or subsection (b) must be kept 
from ordinary observation and locked within a compartment or in the interior of the person’s 
motor vehicle or in a compartment or container securely affixed to the motor vehicle. 
 
(e)  A violation of subsections (a), (b), or (d) is a Class C misdemeanor. 
 
(f)  This section shall not prohibit any person from possessing a firearm within the person’s 
residence or during ingress or egress thereto. 
 
(g)  Prohibitions regarding the carrying of a firearm under this section shall not apply to law 
enforcement officers engaged in the lawful execution of their official duties. 
 
(h)  Nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize the carrying or possession of a firearm 
where prohibited by federal law. 
 
Ala. Code § 13A-11-61.3 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Legislative purpose of uniformity on firearm issues 
 
(a)  The purpose of this section is to establish within the Legislature complete control over 
regulation and policy pertaining to firearms, ammunition, and firearm accessories in order to 
ensure that such regulation and policy is applied uniformly throughout this state to each person 
subject to the state’s jurisdiction and to ensure protection of the right to keep and bear arms 
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recognized by the Constitutions of the State of Alabama and the United States. This section is to 
be liberally construed to accomplish its purpose. 
 
(b)  For the purposes of this section, the following words shall have the following meanings: 
 
(1) Ammunition. — Fixed cartridge ammunition, shotgun shells, the individual components of 
fixed cartridge ammunition and shotgun shells, projectiles for muzzle-loading firearms, and any 
propellant used in firearms or ammunition. 
 
(2) Expressly authorized by a statute of this state. — The authority of a political subdivision to 
regulate firearms, ammunition, or firearm accessories that is granted by a duly enacted state law 
that specifically mentions firearms, a particular type of firearm, ammunition, or a particular type 
of ammunition. 
 
(3) Firearm accessory. — A device specifically designed or adapted to enable the wearing or 
carrying about one’s person, or the storage or mounting in or on a conveyance, of a firearm, or 
an attachment or device specifically designed or adapted to be inserted into or affixed onto a 
firearm to enable, alter, or improve the functioning or capabilities of the firearm. 
 
(4) Firearm. — This term has the same meaning as in Section 13A-8-1(4), Code of Alabama 
1975. 
 
(5) Person adversely affected. — Any of the following: 
 
a.  A resident of this state who may legally possess a firearm under the laws of this state and the 
United States and who is either of the following: 
 
1.  Subject to any manner of regulation alleged to be promulgated or enforced in violation of this 
section, whether or not specific enforcement action has been initiated or threatened against that 
person or another person. 
 
2.  If the person were present in the political subdivision in question, subject to any manner of 
regulation alleged to be promulgated or enforced in violation of this section, whether or not 
specific enforcement action has been initiated or threatened against that person or another 
person. 
 
b.  A person who otherwise has standing under the laws of this state to bring an action under 
subsection (f). 
 
c.  A membership organization if its members would otherwise have standing to sue in their own 
right, if the interests it seeks to protect are germane to the organization’s purpose, and neither the 
claim asserted nor the relief requested requires the participation of individual members in the 
lawsuit. 
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(6) Political subdivision. — A county, incorporated city, unincorporated city, public local entity, 
public-private partnership, and any other public entity of a county or city commonly considered 
to be a political subdivision of the state. 
 
(7) Public official. — Any person elected to public office, whether or not that person has taken 
office, by the vote of the people of a political subdivision or its instrumentalities, including 
governmental corporations, and any person appointed to a position at the municipal level of 
government or its instrumentalities, including governmental corporations. 
 
(8) Reasonable expenses. — The expenses involved in litigation, including, but not limited to, 
expert witness fees, court costs, and compensation for loss of income. 
(c)  Except as otherwise provided in Acts 2013, No. 13-283 or as expressly authorized by a 
statute of this state, the Legislature hereby occupies and preempts the entire field of regulation in 
this state touching in any way upon firearms, ammunition, and firearm accessories to the 
complete exclusion of any order, ordinance, or rule promulgated or enforced by any political 
subdivision of this state. 
 
(d)  The authority of a political subdivision to regulate firearms, ammunition, or firearm 
accessories shall not be inferred from its proprietary authority, home rule status, or any other 
inherent or general power. 
 
(e)  Any existing orders, ordinances, or rules promulgated or enforced contrary to the terms of 
this section are null and void and any future order, ordinance, or rules shall comply with this 
section. 
 
(f)   
 
(1)  A person adversely affected by any order, ordinance, or rule promulgated in violation of this 
section may file a petition with the Attorney General requesting that he or she bring an action in 
circuit court for declarative and injunctive relief. The petition must be signed under oath and 
under penalty of perjury and must include specific details regarding the alleged violations. 
 
(2)  If, after investigation of the enactment or adoption of the order, ordinance, or rule, the 
Attorney General determines that there is reasonable cause to proceed with an action, he or she 
shall provide the political subdivision or public official enacting or adopting the order, 
ordinance, or rule 60 days’ notice of his or her intent to file an action. Upon the expiration of the 
60 days’ notice, the Attorney General may file the suit. 
 
(3)  If, after investigation of the enactment or adoption of the order, ordinance, or rule, the 
Attorney General determines that there is no reasonable cause to proceed with an action, he or 
she shall publicly state in writing the justification for the determination not to file suit. 
 
(4)  The Attorney General shall either bring an action or publicly state, within 90 days of receipt 
of the petition, in the written justification why a violation of the spirit of this section, specifically 
subsections (a) and (c), has not occurred. 
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(5)  The court may award reimbursement for actual and reasonable expenses to a person 
adversely affected if an action under this subsection results in a final determination in favor of 
the person adversely affected. 
 
(g)  This section shall not be construed to prevent any of the following: 
 
(1)  A duly organized law enforcement agency of a political subdivision from promulgating and 
enforcing rules pertaining to firearms, ammunition, or firearm accessories that it issues to or that 
are used by the political subdivision’s peace officers in the course of their official duties. 
 
(2)  An employer from regulating or prohibiting an employee’s carrying or possession of 
firearms, firearm accessories, or ammunition during and in the course of the employee’s official 
duties. 
 
(3)  A prosecutor, court or administrative law judge from hearing and resolving a case or 
controversy or issuing an opinion or order on a matter within its jurisdiction. 
 
(4)  The enactment or enforcement of a generally applicable zoning or business ordinance that 
includes firearms businesses along with other businesses, provided that an ordinance designed or 
enforced effectively to restrict or prohibit the sale, purchase, transfer, manufacture, or display of 
firearms, ammunition, or firearm accessories that is otherwise lawful under the laws of this state 
is in conflict with this section and is void. 
 
(5)  A political subdivision from enacting and enforcing rules of operation and use for any 
firearm range owned or operated by the political subdivision. 
 
(6)  A political subdivision from sponsoring or conducting any firearm-related competition or 
educational or cultural program and from enacting and enforcing rules for participation in or 
attendance at such program, provided that nothing in this section authorizes or permits a political 
subdivision to offer remuneration for the surrender or transfer of a privately owned firearm to the 
political subdivision or another party as a method of reducing the number of privately owned 
firearms within the political subdivision. 
 
(7)  Any official of a political subdivision, a sheriff, or other law enforcement officer with 
appropriate authority and jurisdiction from enforcing any law enacted by the Legislature. 
 
(8)  A sheriff of a county from acting on an application for a permit under Section 13A-11-75, 
Code of Alabama 1975. 
 
(9)  A political subdivision from leasing public property to another person or entity for a gun 
show or other firearm-related event on terms agreeable to both parties. 
 
(10)  The adoption or enforcement by a county or municipality of ordinances which make the 
violation of a state firearm law a violation of an ordinance, provided that the elements of the 
local ordinance may not differ from the state firearm law, nor may the local ordinance impose a 
higher penalty than what is imposed under the state firearm law. 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-38 

 
(11)  A municipality from regulating the discharge of firearms within the limits of the 
municipality or a county from exercising any authority it has under law, to regulate the discharge 
of firearms within the jurisdiction of the county. The discharge of a firearm in defense of one’s 
self or family or in defense of one’s property may not be construed to be a violation of state law 
or any ordinance or rule of a political subdivision of this state. 
 
(12)  A county or a municipality from exercising any authority it has to assess, enforce, and 
collect generally applicable sales taxes, use taxes, and gross receipts taxes in the nature of sales 
taxes as defined by Section 40-2A-3(8), Code of Alabama 1975, on the retail sale of firearms, 
ammunition, and firearm accessories along with other goods, provided that no such tax imposed 
by a county or municipality may apply at a higher rate to firearms, ammunition, or firearm 
accessories than the general sales tax rate of the jurisdiction. 
 
Ala. Code § 13A-11-75 (LexisNexis 2015) 
License to carry pistol; issuance; form and content; copies; fee; revocation 
 
(a)   
 
(1)   
 
a.  The sheriff of a county, upon the application of any person residing in that county, within 30 
days from receipt of a complete application and accompanying fee, shall issue or renew a permit 
for such person to carry a pistol in a vehicle or concealed on or about his or her person within 
this state for one to five year increments, as requested by the person seeking the permit, from 
date of issue, unless the sheriff determines that the person is prohibited from the possession of a 
pistol or firearm pursuant to state or federal law, or has a reasonable suspicion that the person 
may use a weapon unlawfully or in such other manner that would endanger the person’s self or 
others. In making such determination, the sheriff may consider whether the applicant: 
 
1.  Was found guilty but mentally ill in a criminal case. 
 
2.  Was found not guilty in a criminal case by reason of insanity or mental disease or defect. 
 
3.  Was declared incompetent to stand trial in a criminal case. 
 
4.  Asserted a defense in a criminal case of not guilty by reason of insanity or mental disease or 
defect. 
 
5.  Was found not guilty only by reason of lack of mental responsibility under the Uniform Code 
of Military Justice. 
 
6.  Required involuntary inpatient treatment in a psychiatric hospital or similar treatment facility. 
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-39

7.  Required involuntary outpatient treatment in a psychiatric hospital or similar treatment 
facility based on a finding that the person is an imminent danger to himself or herself or to 
others. 
 
8.  Required involuntary commitment to a psychiatric hospital or similar treatment facility for 
any reason, including drug use. 
 
9.  Is or was the subject of a prosecution or of a commitment or incompetency proceeding that 
could lead to a prohibition on the receipt or possession of a firearm under the laws of Alabama or 
the United States. 
 
10.  Falsified any portion of the permit application. 
 
11.  Caused justifiable concern for public safety. 
 
b.  The sheriff shall take into account how recent any consideration under paragraph a. is in 
relation to the date of the application. The sheriff shall provide a written statement of the reasons 
for a denial of a permit and the evidence upon which it is based must be disclosed to the 
applicant, unless disclosure would interfere with a criminal investigation. 
 
c.  Except as otherwise provided by the laws of this state, a permit issued under this subdivision 
is valid throughout the state, and a sheriff may not place conditions or requirements on the 
issuance of the permit or limit its scope or applicability. 
 
(2)   
 
a.  The sheriff may revoke a permit issued under subdivision (1) for any reason that could lead to 
a denial of a permit under that subdivision. 
 
b.  The sheriff shall provide a written statement of the reasons for the revocation and the 
evidence upon which it is based must be disclosed to the applicant, unless disclosure would 
interfere with a criminal investigation. 
 
(3)  A person who is denied a permit under subdivision (1), or a person whose permit is revoked 
under subdivision (2), within 30 days of notification of the denial or revocation, may appeal the 
denial or revocation to the district court of the county where the denial or revocation was issued. 
Upon a review of a denial under this subdivision, the sheriff shall have the burden of proving by 
clear and convincing evidence that the person is prohibited from possession of a pistol or other 
firearm pursuant to state or federal law or, based on any of the considerations enumerated in the 
subsection (a)(1) that the person may use a weapon unlawfully or in such other manner as would 
endanger the person’s self or others if granted a permit to carry a concealed weapon under this 
section. 
 
(4)  Within 30 days of receipt of the appeal, the district court shall review the appeal and issue a 
determination providing the reasons for the determination. 
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(5)  If the district court issues a determination in favor of a person whose permit was denied or 
revoked, the person shall be issued a permit or the permit must be reinstated. 
 
(6)  Nothing in this section shall be construed to permit a sheriff to disregard any federal law or 
regulation pertaining to the purchase or possession of a firearm. 
 
(b)  Each permit shall be written or in an electronic or digital form to be prescribed by the 
Secretary of State in consultation with the Alabama Sheriff’s Association, and shall bear the 
name, address, description, and signature of the permittee. The original hardcopy of the permit 
shall be delivered to the permittee, and a duplicate shall, within seven days, be sent by registered 
or certified mail to the Director of Public Safety. The application and a copy shall be preserved 
for six years by the authority issuing the same. The sheriff may charge a fee as provided by local 
law for the issuance of the permit under subdivision (1) of subsection (a). The amount of the fee 
for a period of one year up to five years shall be the amount of the fee as prescribed by local law 
multiplied by the number of years of the permit requested by the applicant. The fee shall be paid 
into the county treasury unless otherwise provided by local law. Prior to issuance or renewal of a 
permit, the sheriff shall contact available local, state, and federal criminal history data banks, 
including the National Instant Criminal Background Check System, to determine whether 
possession of a firearm by an applicant would be a violation of state or federal law. 
 
(c)  For the convenience of the applicant, the sheriff may provide for application or renewal of a 
permit under subdivision (1) of subsection (a) through electronic means. The sheriff may also 
accept payment for a permit by debit or credit card or other consumer electronic payment 
method. Any transaction or banking fee charged for the electronic payment method shall be paid 
by the applicant. 
 
(d)  If a person who is not a United States citizen applies for a permit under this section, the 
sheriff shall conduct an Immigration Alien Query through U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, or any successor agency, and the application form shall require information 
relating to the applicant’s country of citizenship, place of birth, and any alien or admission 
number issued by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, or any successor agency. The 
sheriff shall review the results of these inquiries before making a determination of whether to 
issue a permit or renewal permit. A person who is unlawfully present in this state may not be 
issued a permit under this section. 
 
(e)  The name, address, signature, photograph, and any other personally identifying information 
collected from an applicant or permittee under this section shall be kept confidential, shall be 
exempt from disclosure under Section 36-12-40, and may only be used for law enforcement 
purposes except when a current permittee is charged in any state with a felony involving the use 
of a pistol. All other information on permits under this section, including information concerning 
the annual number of applicants, number of permits issued, number of permits denied or 
revoked, revenue from issuance of permits, and any other fiscal or statistical data otherwise, shall 
remain public writings subject to public disclosure. Except as provided above, the sheriff of a 
county shall redact the name, address, signature, photograph, and any other personally 
identifying information of an permit holder before releasing a copy of a permit for a non-law 
enforcement purpose. The sheriff may charge one dollar ($1) per copy of any redacted permit 
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record requested other than when requested for law enforcement purposes. To knowingly publish 
or release to the public in any form any information or records related to the licensing process, or 
the current validity of any permit, except as authorized in this subsection or in response to a court 
order or subpoena, is a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
(f)  A concealed pistol permit issued under this section shall be valid for the carrying of a pistol 
in a motor vehicle or concealed on the permittees person throughout the state, unless prohibited 
by this section. 
 
(g)  This section shall not be construed to limit or place any conditions upon a person’s right to 
carry a pistol that is not in a motor vehicle or not concealed. 
 
(h)  If a person issued a pistol permit in this state establishes residence in another state, the pistol 
permit shall expire upon the establishment of residence in the other state. 
 
Ala. Code § 13A-11-85 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Out-of-state license; reciprocity 
 
(a)  A person licensed to carry a handgun in any state shall be authorized to carry a handgun in 
this state. This section shall apply to a license holder from another state only while the license 
holder is not a resident of this state. A license holder from another state shall carry the handgun 
in compliance with the laws of this state. 
 
(b)  The Attorney General is authorized to enter into reciprocal agreements with other states for 
the mutual recognition of licenses to carry handguns and shall periodically publish a list of states 
which recognize licenses issued pursuant to Section 13A-11-75. 
 
 
Alaska 
 
Alaska Stat. § 11.61.200 (2015) 
Misconduct involving weapons in the third degree 
 
(a)  A person commits the crime of misconduct involving weapons in the third degree if the 
person 
 
(1)  knowingly possesses a firearm capable of being concealed on one's person after having been 
convicted of a felony or adjudicated a delinquent minor for conduct that would constitute a 
felony if committed by an adult by a court of this state, a court of the United States, or a court of 
another state or territory; 
 
(2)  knowingly sells or transfers a firearm capable of being concealed on one's person to a person 
who has been convicted of a felony by a court of this state, a court of the United States, or a 
court of another state or territory; 
 
(3)  manufactures, possesses, transports, sells, or transfers a prohibited weapon; 
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(4)  knowingly sells or transfers a firearm to another whose physical or mental condition is 
substantially impaired as a result of the introduction of an intoxicating liquor or controlled 
substance into that other person's body; 
 
(5)  removes, covers, alters, or destroys the manufacturer's serial number on a firearm with intent 
to render the firearm untraceable; 
 
(6)  possesses a firearm on which the manufacturer's serial number has been removed, covered, 
altered, or destroyed, knowing that the serial number has been removed, covered, altered, or 
destroyed with the intent of rendering the firearm untraceable; 
 
(7)  violates AS 11.46.320 and, during the violation, possesses on the person a firearm when the 
person's physical or mental condition is impaired as a result of the introduction of an intoxicating 
liquor or controlled substance into the person's body; 
 
(8)  violates AS 11.46.320 or 11.46.330 by entering or remaining unlawfully on premises or in a 
propelled vehicle in violation of a provision of an order issued or filed under AS 18.66.100 -- 
18.66.180 or issued under former AS 25.35.010(b) or 25.35.020 and, during the violation, 
possesses on the person a defensive weapon or a deadly weapon, other than an ordinary 
pocketknife; 
 
(9)  communicates in person with another in violation of AS 11.56.740 and, during the 
communication, possesses on the person a defensive weapon or a deadly weapon, other than an 
ordinary pocketknife; 
 
(10)  resides in a dwelling knowing that there is a firearm capable of being concealed on one's 
person or a prohibited weapon in the dwelling if the person has been convicted of a felony by a 
court of this state, a court of the United States, or a court of another state or territory, unless the 
person has written authorization to live in a dwelling in which there is a concealable weapon 
described in this paragraph from a court of competent jurisdiction or from the head of the law 
enforcement agency of the community in which the dwelling is located; or 
 
(11)  discharges a firearm from a propelled vehicle while the vehicle is being operated in 
circumstances other than described in AS 11.61.190(a)(2). 
 
(12) [Repealed, § 2  ch 100 SLA 2010.] 
 
(b)  The provisions of 
 
(1)  (a)(1) of this section do not apply to a person if 
 
(A)  the person convicted of the prior offense on which the action is based received a pardon for 
that conviction; 
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-43

(B)  the underlying conviction upon which the action is based has been set aside under AS 
12.55.085 or as a result of post-conviction proceedings; or 
 
(C)  a period of 10 years or more has elapsed between the date of the person's unconditional 
discharge on the prior offense or adjudication of juvenile delinquency and the date of the 
violation of (a)(1) of this section, and the prior conviction or adjudication of juvenile 
delinquency did not result from a violation of AS 11.41 or of a similar law of the United States 
or of another state or territory; 
 
(2)  (a)(2) or (10) of this section do not apply to a person if 
 
(A)  the person convicted of the prior offense on which the action is based received a pardon for 
that conviction; 
 
(B)  the underlying conviction upon which the action is based has been set aside under AS 
12.55.085 or as a result of post-conviction proceedings; or 
 
(C)  a period of 10 years or more has elapsed between the date of the person's unconditional 
discharge on the prior offense and the date of the violation of (a)(2) or (10) of this section, and 
the prior conviction did not result from a violation of AS 11.41 or of a similar law of the United 
States or of another state or territory. 
 
(c)  It is an affirmative defense to a prosecution under (a)(3) of this section that the manufacture, 
possession, transportation, sale, or transfer of the prohibited weapon was in accordance with 
registration under 26 U.S.C. 5801-5872 (National Firearms Act). 
 
(d)  It is an affirmative defense to a prosecution under (a)(11) of this section that the person was 
using a firearm while hunting, trapping, or fishing in a manner not prohibited by statute or 
regulation. 
 
(e)  The provisions of (a)(3) and (11) of this section do not apply to a peace officer acting within 
the scope and authority of the officer's employment. 
 
(f) [Repealed, § 2  ch 100 SLA 2010.] 
 
(g) [Repealed, § 2  ch 100 SLA 2010.] 
 
(h)  As used in this section, 
 
(1)  "prohibited weapon" means any 
 
(A)  explosive, incendiary, or noxious gas 
 
(i)  mine or device that is designed, made, or adapted for the purpose of inflicting serious 
physical injury or death; 
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(ii)  rocket, other than an emergency flare, having a propellant charge of more than four ounces; 
 
(iii)  bomb; or 
 
(iv)  grenade; 
 
(B)  device designed, made, or adapted to muffle the report of a firearm; 
 
(C)  firearm that is capable of shooting more than one shot automatically, without manual 
reloading, by a single function of the trigger; or 
 
(D)  rifle with a barrel length of less than 16 inches, shotgun with a barrel length of less than 18 
inches, or firearm made from a rifle or shotgun which, as modified, has an overall length of less 
than 26 inches; 
 
(2)  "unconditional discharge" has the meaning ascribed to it in AS 12.55.185. 
 
(i)  Misconduct involving weapons in the third degree is a class C felony. 
 
Alaska Stat. § 11.61.220 (2015) 
Misconduct involving weapons in the fifth degree 
 
(a)  A person commits the crime of misconduct involving weapons in the fifth degree if the 
person 
 
(1)  is 21 years of age or older and knowingly possesses a deadly weapon, other than an ordinary 
pocket knife or a defensive weapon, 
 
(A)  that is concealed on the person, and, when contacted by a peace officer, the person fails to 
 
(i)  immediately inform the peace officer of that possession; or 
 
(ii)  allow the peace officer to secure the deadly weapon, or fails to secure the weapon at the 
direction of the peace officer, during the duration of the contact; 
 
(B)  that is concealed on the person within the residence of another person unless the person has 
first obtained the express permission of an adult residing there to bring a concealed deadly 
weapon within the residence; 
 
(2)  knowingly possesses a loaded firearm on the person in any place where intoxicating liquor is 
sold for consumption on the premises; 
 
(3)  being an unemancipated minor under 16 years of age, possesses a firearm, switchblade, or 
gravity knife without the consent of a parent or guardian of the minor; 
 
(4)  knowingly possesses a firearm 
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(A)  within the grounds of or on a parking lot immediately adjacent to an entity, other than a 
private residence, licensed as a child care facility under AS 47.32 or recognized by the federal 
government for the care of children, except that a person 21 years of age or older may possess an 
unloaded firearm in the trunk of a motor vehicle or encased in a closed container of a motor 
vehicle; 
 
(B)  within a 
 
(i)  courtroom or office of the Alaska Court System; or 
 
(ii)  courthouse that is occupied only by the Alaska Court System and other justice-related 
agencies; or 
 
(C)  within a domestic violence or sexual assault shelter that receives funding from the state; 
 
(5) [Repealed, § 7  ch 54 SLA 2013.] 
 
(6)  is less than 21 years of age and knowingly possesses a deadly weapon, other than an 
ordinary pocket knife or a defensive weapon, that is concealed on the person. 
 
(b)  In a prosecution under (a)(6) of this section, it is an affirmative defense that the defendant, at 
the time of possession, was 
 
(1)  in the defendant's dwelling or on land owned or leased by the defendant appurtenant to the 
dwelling; or 
 
(2)  actually engaged in lawful hunting, fishing, trapping, or other lawful outdoor activity that 
necessarily involves the carrying of a weapon for personal protection. 
 
(c)  The provisions of (a)(2) and (4) of this section do not apply to a peace officer acting within 
the scope and authority of the officer's employment. 
 
(d)  In a prosecution under (a)(2) of this section, it is 
 
(1)  an affirmative defense that 
 
(A) [Repealed, § 7  ch 62 SLA 2003.] 
 
(B)  the loaded firearm was a concealed handgun as defined in AS 18.65.790; and 
 
(C)  the possession occurred at a place designated as a restaurant for the purposes of AS 
04.16.049 and the defendant did not consume intoxicating liquor at the place; 
 
(2)  a defense that the defendant, at the time of possession, was on business premises 
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(A)  owned by or leased by the defendant; or 
 
(B)  in the course of the defendant's employment for the owner or lessee of those premises. 
 
(e)  For purposes of this section, a deadly weapon on a person is concealed if it is covered or 
enclosed in any manner so that an observer cannot determine that it is a weapon without 
removing it from that which covers or encloses it or without opening, lifting, or removing that 
which covers or encloses it; a deadly weapon on a person is not concealed if it is an unloaded 
firearm encased in a closed container designed for transporting firearms. 
 
(f)  For purposes of (a)(2) and (e) of this section, a firearm is loaded if the 
 
(1)  firing chamber, magazine, clip, or cylinder of the firearm contains a cartridge; and 
 
(2)  chamber, magazine, clip, or cylinder is installed in or on the firearm. 
 
(g)  Misconduct involving weapons in the fifth degree is a class B misdemeanor. 
 
(h)  The provisions of (a)(1) and (6) of this section do not apply to a 
 
(1)  peace officer of this state or a municipality of this state acting within the scope and authority 
of the officer's employment; 
 
(2)  peace officer employed by another state or a political subdivision of another state who, at the 
time of the possession, is 
 
(A)  certified as a peace officer by the other state; and 
 
(B)  acting within the scope and authority of the officer's employment; or 
 
(3)  police officer of this state or a police officer or chief administrative officer of a municipality 
of this state; in this paragraph, "police officer" and "chief administrative officer" have the 
meanings given in AS 18.65.290. 
 
(i)  In a prosecution 
 
(1)  under (a)(4)(B) of this section, it is a defense that the defendant, at the time of possession, 
was authorized to possess the firearm under a rule of court; 
 
(2)  under (a)(4)(C) of this section, it is a defense that the defendant, at the time of possession, 
was authorized in writing by the administrator of the shelter to possess the firearm. 
 
(j)  In (a)(1) of this section, "contacted by a peace officer" means stopped, detained, questioned, 
or addressed in person by the peace officer for an official purpose. 
 
Alaska Stat. § 11.81.900 (2015) 
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Definitions 
 
(a)  For purposes of this title, unless the context requires otherwise, 
 
(1)  a person acts "intentionally" with respect to a result described by a provision of law defining 
an offense when the person's conscious objective is to cause that result; when intentionally 
causing a particular result is an element of an offense, that intent need not be the person's only 
objective; 
 
(2)  a person acts "knowingly" with respect to conduct or to a circumstance described by a 
provision of law defining an offense when the person is aware that the conduct is of that nature 
or that the circumstance exists; when knowledge of the existence of a particular fact is an 
element of an offense, that knowledge is established if a person is aware of a substantial 
probability of its existence, unless the person actually believes it does not exist; a person who is 
unaware of conduct or a circumstance of which the person would have been aware had that 
person not been intoxicated acts knowingly with respect to that conduct or circumstance; 
 
(3)  a person acts "recklessly" with respect to a result or to a circumstance described by a 
provision of law defining an offense when the person is aware of and consciously disregards a 
substantial and unjustifiable risk that the result will occur or that the circumstance exists; the risk 
must be of such a nature and degree that disregard of it constitutes a gross deviation from the 
standard of conduct that a reasonable person would observe in the situation; a person who is 
unaware of a risk of which the person would have been aware had that person not been 
intoxicated acts recklessly with respect to that risk; 
 
(4)  a person acts with "criminal negligence" with respect to a result or to a circumstance 
described by a provision of law defining an offense when the person fails to perceive a 
substantial and unjustifiable risk that the result will occur or that the circumstance exists; the risk 
must be of such a nature and degree that the failure to perceive it constitutes a gross deviation 
from the standard of care that a reasonable person would observe in the situation. 
 
(b)  In this title, unless otherwise specified or unless the context requires otherwise, 
 
(1)  "access device" means a card, credit card, plate, code, account number, algorithm, or 
identification number, including a social security number, electronic serial number, or password, 
that is capable of being used, alone or in conjunction with another access device or identification 
document, to obtain property or services, or that can be used to initiate a transfer of property; 
 
(2)  "affirmative defense" means that 
 
(A)  some evidence must be admitted which places in issue the defense; and 
 
(B)  the defendant has the burden of establishing the defense by a preponderance of the evidence; 
 
(3)  "animal" means a vertebrate living creature not a human being, but does not include fish; 
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(4)  "benefit" means a present or future gain or advantage to the beneficiary or to a third person 
pursuant to the desire or consent of the beneficiary; 
 
(5)  "building", in addition to its usual meaning, includes any propelled vehicle or structure 
adapted for overnight accommodation of persons or for carrying on business; when a building 
consists of separate units, including apartment units, offices, or rented rooms, each unit is 
considered a separate building; 
 
(6)  "cannabis" has the meaning ascribed to it in AS 11.71.900(10), (11), and (14); 
 
(7)  "conduct" means an act or omission and its accompanying mental state; 
 
(8)  "controlled substance" has the meaning ascribed to it in AS 11.71.900(4); 
 
(9)  "correctional facility" means premises, or a portion of premises, used for the confinement of 
persons under official detention; 
 
(10)  "credit card" means any instrument or device, whether known as a credit card, credit plate, 
courtesy card, or identification card or by any other name, issued with or without fee by an issuer 
for the use of the cardholder in obtaining property or services on credit; 
 
(11)  "crime" means an offense for which a sentence of imprisonment is authorized; a crime is 
either a felony or a misdemeanor; 
 
(12)  "crime involving domestic violence" has the meaning given in AS 18.66.990; 
 
(13) "criminal street gang" means a group of three or more persons 
 
(A)  who have in common a name or identifying sign, symbol, tattoo or other physical marking, 
style of dress, or use of hand signs; and 
 
(B)  who, individually, jointly, or in combination, have committed or attempted to commit, 
within the preceding three years, for the benefit of, at the direction of, or in association with the 
group, two or more offenses under any of, or any combination of, the following: 
 
(i)  AS 11. 41; 
 
(ii)  AS 11. 46; or 
 
(iii)  a felony offense; 
 
(14)  "culpable mental state" means "intentionally", "knowingly", "recklessly", or with "criminal 
negligence", as those terms are defined in (a) of this section; 
 
(15)  "dangerous instrument" means 
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(A)  any deadly weapon or anything that, under the circumstances in which it is used, attempted 
to be used, or threatened to be used, is capable of causing death or serious physical injury; or 
 
(B)  hands or other objects when used to impede normal breathing or circulation of blood by 
applying pressure on the throat or neck or obstructing the nose or mouth; 
 
(16)  "deadly force" means force that the person uses with the intent of causing, or uses under 
circumstances that the person knows create a substantial risk of causing, death or serious 
physical injury; "deadly force" includes intentionally discharging or pointing a firearm in the 
direction of another person or in the direction in which another person is believed to be and 
intentionally placing another person in fear of imminent serious physical injury by means of a 
dangerous instrument; 
 
(17)  "deadly weapon" means any firearm, or anything designed for and capable of causing death 
or serious physical injury, including a knife, an axe, a club, metal knuckles, or an explosive; 
 
(18)  "deception" means to knowingly 
 
(A)  create or confirm another's false impression that the defendant does not believe to be true, 
including false impressions as to law or value and false impressions as to intention or other state 
of mind; 
 
(B)  fail to correct another's false impression that the defendant previously has created or 
confirmed; 
 
(C)  prevent another from acquiring information pertinent to the disposition of the property or 
service involved; 
 
(D)  sell or otherwise transfer or encumber property and fail to disclose a lien, adverse claim, or 
other legal impediment to the enjoyment of the property, whether or not that impediment is a 
matter of official record; or 
 
(E)  promise performance that the defendant does not intend to perform or knows will not be 
performed; 
 
(19)  "defense", other than an affirmative defense, means that 
 
(A)  some evidence must be admitted which places in issue the defense; and 
 
(B)  the state then has the burden of disproving the existence of the defense beyond a reasonable 
doubt; 
 
(20)  "defensive weapon" means an electric stun gun, or a device to dispense mace or a similar 
chemical agent, that is not designed to cause death or serious physical injury; 
 
(21)  "drug" has the meaning ascribed to it in AS 11.71.900(9); 
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(22)  "dwelling" means a building that is designed for use or is used as a person's permanent or 
temporary home or place of lodging; 
 
(23)  "explosive" means a chemical compound, mixture, or device that is commonly used or 
intended for the purpose of producing a chemical reaction resulting in a substantially 
instantaneous release of gas and heat, including dynamite, blasting powder, nitroglycerin, 
blasting caps, and nitrojelly, but excluding salable fireworks as defined in AS 18.72.100, black 
powder, smokeless powder, small arms ammunition, and small arms ammunition primers; 
 
(24)  "felony" means a crime for which a sentence of imprisonment for a term of more than one 
year is authorized; 
 
(25)  "fiduciary" means a trustee, guardian, executor, administrator, receiver, or any other person 
carrying on functions of trust on behalf of another person or organization; 
 
(26)  "firearm" means a weapon, including a pistol, revolver, rifle, or shotgun, whether loaded or 
unloaded, operable or inoperable, designed for discharging a shot capable of causing death or 
serious physical injury; 
 
(27)  "force" means any bodily impact, restraint, or confinement or the threat of imminent bodily 
impact, restraint, or confinement, "force" includes deadly and nondeadly force; 
 
(28)  "government" means the United States, any state or any municipality or other political 
subdivision within the United States or its territories; any department, agency, or subdivision of 
any of the foregoing; an agency carrying out the functions of government; or any corporation or 
agency formed under interstate compact or international treaty; 
 
(29)  "gravity knife" means any knife that has a blade that opens or releases a blade from its 
handle or sheath by the force of gravity or by the application of centrifugal force; "gravity knife" 
does not include a knife that has a spring, detent, or other mechanism designed to create a bias 
toward closure that requires a person to apply exertion to the blade by hand, wrist, or arm to 
overcome the bias toward closure and open or release the blade; 
 
(30)  "highway" means a public road, road right-of-way, street, alley, bridge, walk, trail, tunnel, 
path, or similar or related facility, as well as ferries and similar or related facilities; 
 
(31)  "identification document" means a paper, instrument, or other article used to establish the 
identity of a person; "identification document" includes a social security card, driver's license, 
non-driver's identification, birth certificate, passport, employee identification, or hunting or 
fishing license; 
 
(32)  "includes" means "includes but is not limited to"; 
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(33)  "incompetent person" means a person who is impaired by reason of mental illness or mental 
deficiency to the extent that the person lacks sufficient understanding or capacity to make or 
communicate responsible decisions concerning that person; 
 
(34)  "intoxicated" means intoxicated from the use of a drug or alcohol; 
 
(35)  "law" includes statutes and regulations; 
 
(36)  "leased" includes "rented"; 
 
(37)  "metal knuckles" means a device that consists of finger rings or guards made of a hard 
substance and designed, made, or adapted for inflicting serious physical injury or death by 
striking a person; 
 
(38)  "misdemeanor" means a crime for which a sentence of imprisonment for a term of more 
than one year may not be imposed; 
 
(39)  "nondeadly force" means force other than deadly force; 
 
(40)  "offense" means conduct for which a sentence of imprisonment or fine is authorized; an 
offense is either a crime or a violation; 
 
(41)  "official detention" means custody, arrest, surrender in lieu of arrest, or actual or 
constructive restraint under an order of a court in a criminal or juvenile proceeding, other than an 
order of conditional bail release; 
 
(42)  "official proceeding" means a proceeding heard before a legislative, judicial, 
administrative, or other governmental body or official authorized to hear evidence under oath; 
 
(43)  "omission" means a failure to perform an act for which a duty of performance is imposed 
by law; 
 
(44)  "organization" means a legal entity, including a corporation, company, association, firm, 
partnership, joint stock company, foundation, institution, government, society, union, club, 
church, or any other group of persons organized for any purpose; 
 
(45)  "peace officer" means a public servant vested by law with a duty to maintain public order 
or to make arrests, whether the duty extends to all offenses or is limited to a specific class of 
offenses or offenders; 
 
(46)  "person" means a natural person and, when appropriate, an organization, government, or 
governmental instrumentality; 
 
(47)  "physical injury" means a physical pain or an impairment of physical condition; 
 
(48)  "police dog" means a dog used in police work under the control of a peace officer; 
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(49)  "possess" means having physical possession or the exercise of dominion or control over 
property; 
 
(50)  "premises" means real property and any building; 
 
(51)  "propelled vehicle" means a device upon which or by which a person or property is or may 
be transported, and which is self-propelled, including automobiles, vessels, airplanes, 
motorcycles, snow machines, all-terrain vehicles, sailboats, and construction equipment; 
 
(52)  "property" means an article, substance, or thing of value, including money, tangible and 
intangible personal property including data or information stored in a computer program, system, 
or network, real property, an access device, a domestic pet or livestock regardless of value, 
choses-in-action, and evidence of debt or of contract; a commodity of a public utility such as gas, 
electricity, steam, or water constitutes property, but the supplying of such a commodity to 
premises from an outside source by means of wires, pipes, conduits, or other equipment is 
considered a rendition of a service rather than a sale or delivery of property; 
 
(53)  "public place" means a place to which the public or a substantial group of persons has 
access and includes highways, transportation facilities, schools, places of amusement or 
business, parks, playgrounds, prisons, and hallways, lobbies, and other portions of apartment 
houses and hotels not constituting rooms or apartments designed for actual residence; 
 
(54)  "public record" means a document, paper, book, letter, drawing, map, plat, photo, 
photographic file, motion picture, film, microfilm, microphotograph, exhibit, magnetic or paper 
tape, punched card or other document of any other material, regardless of physical form or 
characteristic, developed or received under law or in connection with the transaction of official 
business and preserved or appropriate for preservation by any agency, municipality, or any body 
subject to the open meeting provision of AS 44.62.310, as evidence of the organization, function, 
policies, decisions, procedures, operations, or other activities of the state or municipality or 
because of the informational value in it; it also includes staff manuals and instructions to staff 
that affect the public; 
 
(55)  "public servant" means each of the following, whether compensated or not, but does not 
include jurors or witnesses: 
 
(A)  an officer or employee of the state, a municipality or other political subdivision of the state, 
or a governmental instrumentality of the state, including legislators, members of the judiciary, 
and peace officers; 
 
(B)  a person acting as an advisor, consultant, or assistant at the request of, the direction of, or 
under contract with the state, a municipality or other political subdivision of the state, or another 
governmental instrumentality; in this subparagraph "person" includes an employee of the person; 
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(C)  a person who serves as a member of the board or commission created by statute or by 
legislative, judicial, or administrative action by the state, a municipality or other political 
subdivision of the state, or a governmental instrumentality; 
 
(D)  a person nominated, elected, appointed, employed, or designated to act in a capacity defined 
in (A) -- (C) of this paragraph, but who does not occupy the position; 
(56)  a "renunciation" is not "voluntary and complete" if it is substantially motivated, in whole or 
in part, by 
 
(A)  a belief that circumstances exist which increase the probability of detection or apprehension 
of the defendant or another participant in the criminal enterprise, or which render more difficult 
the accomplishment of the criminal purpose; or 
 
(B)  a decision to postpone the criminal conduct until another time or to transfer the criminal 
effort to another victim or another but similar objective; 
 
(57)  "serious physical injury" means 
 
(A)  physical injury caused by an act performed under circumstances that create a substantial risk 
of death; or 
 
(B)  physical injury that causes serious and protracted disfigurement, protracted impairment of 
health, protracted loss or impairment of the function of a body member or organ, or that 
unlawfully terminates a pregnancy; 
 
(58) "services" includes labor, professional services, transportation, telephone or other 
communications service, entertainment, including cable, subscription, or pay television or other 
telecommunications service, the supplying of food, lodging, or other accommodations in hotels, 
restaurants, or elsewhere, admission to exhibitions, the use of a computer, computer time, a 
computer system, a computer program, a computer network, or any part of a computer system or 
network, and the supplying of equipment for use; 
 
(59)  "sexual contact" means 
 
(A)  the defendant's 
 
(i)  knowingly touching, directly or through clothing, the victim's genitals, anus, or female 
breast; or 
 
(ii)  knowingly causing the victim to touch, directly or through clothing, the defendant's or 
victim's genitals, anus, or female breast; 
 
(B)  but "sexual contact" does not include acts 
 
(i)  that may reasonably be construed to be normal caretaker responsibilities for a child, 
interactions with a child, or affection for a child; 
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(ii)  performed for the purpose of administering a recognized and lawful form of treatment that is 
reasonably adapted to promoting the physical or mental health of the person being treated; or 
 
(iii)  that are a necessary part of a search of a person committed to the custody of the Department 
of Corrections or the Department of Health and Social Services; 
 
(60)  "sexual penetration" 
 
(A)  means genital intercourse, cunnilingus, fellatio, anal intercourse, or an intrusion, however 
slight, of an object or any part of a person's body into the genital or anal opening of another 
person's body; each party to any of the acts described in this subparagraph is considered to be 
engaged in sexual penetration; 
 
(B)  does not include acts 
 
(i)  performed for the purpose of administering a recognized and lawful form of treatment that is 
reasonably adapted to promoting the physical health of the person being treated; or 
 
(ii)  that are a necessary part of a search of a person committed to the custody of the Department 
of Corrections or the Department of Health and Social Services; 
 
(61)  "solicits" includes "commands"; 
 
(62)  "switchblade" means any knife that has a blade that folds, closes, or retracts into the handle 
or sheath that opens automatically by pressure applied to a button or other device located on the 
handle or sheath; "switchblade" does not include a knife that has a spring, detent, or other 
mechanism designed to create a bias toward closure that requires exertion applied to the blade by 
hand, wrist, or arm to overcome the bias toward closure and open the blade; 
 
(63)  "threat" means a menace, however communicated, to engage in conduct described in AS 
11.41.520(a)(1) -- (7) but under AS 11.41.520(a)(1) includes all threats to inflict physical injury 
on anyone; 
 
(64)  "unborn child" means a member of the species Homo sapiens, at any stage of development, 
who is carried in the womb; 
 
(65)  "violation" is a noncriminal offense punishable only by a fine, but not by imprisonment or 
other penalty; conviction of a violation does not give rise to any disability or legal disadvantage 
based on conviction of a crime; a person charged with a violation is not entitled 
 
(A)  to a trial by jury; or 
 
(B)  to have a public defender or other counsel appointed at public expense to represent the 
person; 
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(66)  "voluntary act" means a bodily movement performed consciously as a result of effort and 
determination, and includes the possession of property if the defendant was aware of the physical 
possession or control for a sufficient period to have been able to terminate it. 
 
Alaska Stat. § 18.65.755 (2015) 
Places where permittee may not possess a concealed handgun 
  
(a) A permittee may not possess a concealed handgun 
 
(1) [Repealed, Sec. 7 ch 62 SLA 2003].  
 
(2) anywhere a person is prohibited from possessing a handgun under state or federal law. 
 
(b) [Repealed, Sec. 20 ch 1 SLA 1998].  
 
(c) In addition to any other penalty provided by law, a person who violates this section is guilty 
of a class B misdemeanor –  
 
Alaska Stat. § 18.65.800 (2015) 
Possession of Firearms in Motor Vehicles 
 
(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the state, a municipality, or a person may not 
adopt or enforce a law, ordinance, policy, or rule that prohibits or has the effect of prohibiting an 
individual from possessing a firearm while that individual is within a motor vehicle or 
prohibiting an individual from storing a firearm that is locked in the individual's motor vehicle 
while the motor vehicle is otherwise legally parked in or on state or municipal property or 
another person's property. This section applies only to possession of a firearm by an individual 
who may legally possess a firearm under state and federal law. 
 
(b) This section does not limit a person's rights or remedies under any other law. 
 
(c) The state, a municipality, or a person is not liable for any injury or damage resulting from the 
storage of a firearm in the vehicle of another individual in accordance with this section. 
 
(d) Notwithstanding (a) of this section, an employer or its agent may prohibit the possession of 
firearms within a secured restricted access area, as defined in AS 29.35.145(e)(2), in a vehicle 
owned, leased, or rented by the employer or its agent or in a parking lot owned or controlled by 
the employer within 300 feet of the secured restricted access area that does not include common 
areas of ingress and egress open to the general public. The employer or its agent shall post 
conspicuous notice of the prohibition against possession of firearms at each entrance to the 
restricted access area and affected parking area 
 
Alaska Stat. § 29.35.145 (2015) 
Regulation of Firearms and knives 
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(a)  The authority to regulate firearms and knives is reserved to the state, and, except as 
specifically provided by statute, a municipality may not enact or enforce an ordinance regulating 
the possession, ownership, sale, transfer, use, carrying, transportation, licensing, taxation, or 
registration of firearms or knives. 
 
(b)  Municipalities may enact and enforce ordinances 
 
(1)  that are identical to state law and that have the same penalty as provided for by state law; 
 
(2)  restricting the discharge of firearms in any portion of their respective jurisdictions where 
there is a reasonable likelihood that people, domestic animals, or property will be jeopardized; 
ordinances enacted or enforced under this paragraph may not abridge the right of the individual 
guaranteed by art. I, sec. 19, Constitution of the State of Alaska, to bear arms in defense of self 
or others; 
 
(3)  restricting the areas in their respective jurisdictions in which firearms or knives may be sold; 
a business selling firearms or knives may not be treated more restrictively than other businesses 
located within the same zone; and 
 
(4)  prohibiting the possession of firearms or knives in the restricted access area of municipal 
government buildings; the municipal assembly shall post notice of the prohibition against 
possession of firearms or knives at each entrance to the restricted access area. 
 
(c)  The prohibition on taxation in (a) of this section does not include imposition of a sales tax 
that is levied on all products sold within a municipality. 
 
(d)  This section applies to home rule and general law municipalities. 
 
(e)  In this section, 
 
(1)  "firearms" includes firearms, or any other element relating to firearms or parts thereof 
including ammunition and reloading components; 
 
(2)  "restricted access area" means the area beyond a secure point where visitors are screened and 
does not include common areas of ingress and egress open to the general public. 
 
Alaska Admin. Code tit. 17, § 42.065 (2015) 
Firearms and prohibited weapons 
  
(a)  A person may not carry a firearm or prohibited weapon in a department-operated terminal 
building or restricted area except in compliance with any other applicable law and 
 
(1)  as authorized by this section; 
 
(2)  as necessary to fulfill a legal requirement; or 
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(3)  as specifically permitted by law. 
 
(b)  Before boarding an air carrier aircraft, a passenger transporting a firearm shall check the 
firearm, unloaded and encased in a closed container designed for transporting firearms, as or 
within luggage and notify the air carrier that the luggage contains a firearm. 
 
(c)  In this section, 
  
(1)  "firearm" has the meaning given in AS 11.81.900; and 
 
(2)  "prohibited weapon" has the meaning given in AS 11.61.200. 
 
Arizona  
 
Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 13-3102 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Misconduct involving weapons; defenses; classification; definitions 
 
A. A person commits misconduct involving weapons by knowingly: 
1. Carrying a deadly weapon except a pocket knife concealed on his person or within his 
immediate control in or on a means of transportation: 
 
(a) In the furtherance of a serious offense as defined in section 13-706, a violent crime as defined 
in section 13-901.03 or any other felony offense; or 
 
(b) When contacted by a law enforcement officer and failing to accurately answer the officer if 
the officer asks whether the person is carrying a concealed deadly weapon; or  
 
2. Carrying a deadly weapon except a pocket knife concealed on his person or concealed within 
his immediate control in or on a means of transportation if the person is under twenty-one years 
of age; or  
 
*** 
 
10. Unless specifically authorized by law, entering any public establishment or attending any 
public event and carrying a deadly weapon on his person after a reasonable request by the 
operator of the establishment or the sponsor of the event or the sponsor's agent to remove his 
weapon and place it in the custody of the operator of the establishment or the sponsor of the 
event for temporary and secure storage of the weapon pursuant to section 13-3102.01; or 
 
*** 
 
B. Subsection A, paragraph 2 of this section shall not apply to: 
 
*** 
 
3. A firearm that is carried in: 
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(a) A manner where any portion of the firearm or holster in which the firearm is carried is 
visible.  
 
(b) A holster that is wholly or partially visible. 
 
(c) A scabbard or case designed for carrying weapons that is wholly or partially visible. 
 
(d) Luggage. 
 
(e) A case, holster, scabbard, pack or luggage that is carried within a means of transportation or 
within a storage compartment, map pocket, trunk or glove compartment of a means of 
transportation. 
 
*** 
 
N. For the purposes of this section: 
 
1.  “Contacted by a law enforcement officer” means a lawful traffic or criminal investigation, 
arrest or detention or an investigatory stop by a law enforcement officer that is based on 
reasonable suspicion that an offense has been or is about to be committed. 
 
2.  “Public establishment” means a structure, vehicle or craft that is owned, leased or operated by 
this state or a political subdivision of this state. 
 
3.  “Public event” means a specifically named or sponsored event of limited duration that is 
either conducted by a public entity or conducted by a private entity with a permit or license 
granted by a public entity. Public event does not include an unsponsored gathering of people in a 
public place. 
 
*** 
 
Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 13-3118 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Possession or storage of firearms; restrictions prohibited; exceptions 
 
A.  Except for the legislature, this state and any agency or political subdivision of this state shall 
not enact or implement any law, rule or ordinance relating to the possession, transfer or storage 
of firearms other than as provided in statute. 
 
B.  This section does not prohibit: 
 
1.  A state, county or municipal judicial department, law enforcement agency or prosecutorial 
agency from prohibiting a deadly weapon pursuant to section 13-3102, subsection A, paragraph 
10. 
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2.  A political subdivision of this state from enacting any rule or ordinance requiring a business 
that obtains a secondhand firearm by purchase, trade or consignment to retain the firearm for a 
period of not more than ten days at its place of business or another storage location that is 
approved by the applicable law enforcement agency. 
 
Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 13-3119 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Misconduct involving weapons in a secured area of an airport; classification; definitions 
 
A. A person commits misconduct involving weapons by intentionally carrying, possessing or 
exercising control over a deadly weapon in a secured area of an airport. 
 
B. This section does not apply to: 
 
1. A peace officer or a federally sworn officer while in the actual performance of the officer's 
duties. 
 
2. A member of the military forces of the United States or of any state of the United States in the 
actual performance of the member's official duties. 
 
3. An individual who is authorized by a federal agency in the actual performance of the 
individual's official duties. 
 
4. General aviation areas not included in the security identification display area or sterile area as 
defined in the airport security program approved by the transportation security administration. 
 
5. The lawful transportation of deadly weapons in accordance with state and federal law. 
 
C. A violation of this section is a class 1 misdemeanor. 
 
D. For the purposes of this section: 
 
1. "Deadly weapon" has the same meaning prescribed in section 13-105. 
 
2. "Secured area of an airport" means any area of an airport specified in an airport security 
program that is authorized and approved by the United States transportation security 
administration pursuant to 49 United States Code section 44903(h)(7)(F) and defined in 49 Code 
of Federal Regulations section 1540.5.  
 
Arkansas  
 
Ark. Code Ann. § 5-73-120 (2015) 
Carrying a Weapon 
 
(a)  A person commits the offense of carrying a weapon if he or she possesses a handgun, knife, 
or club on or about his or her person, in a vehicle occupied by him or her, or otherwise readily 
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available for use with a purpose to attempt to unlawfully employ the handgun, knife, or club as a 
weapon against a person. 
 
(b)  As used in this section: 
 
(1)  "Club" means any instrument that is specially designed, made, or adapted for the purpose of 
inflicting serious physical injury or death by striking, including a blackjack, billie, and sap; 
 
(2)  "Handgun" means any firearm with a barrel length of less than twelve inches (12'') that is 
designed, made, or adapted to be fired with one (1) hand; 
 
(3)  "Journey" means travel beyond the county in which a person lives; and 
 
(4)  "Knife" means any bladed hand instrument three inches (3'') or longer that is capable of 
inflicting serious physical injury or death by cutting or stabbing, including a dirk, a sword or 
spear in a cane, a razor, an ice pick, a throwing star, a switchblade, and a butterfly knife. 
 
(c)  It is permissible to carry a weapon under this section if at the time of the act of carrying the 
weapon: 
 
(1)  The person is in his or her own dwelling or place of business or on property in which he or 
she has a possessory or proprietary interest; 
 
(2)  The person is a law enforcement officer, correctional officer, or member of the armed forces 
acting in the course and scope of his or her official duties; 
 
(3)  The person is assisting a law enforcement officer, correctional officer, or member of the 
armed forces acting in the course and scope of his or her official duties pursuant to the direction 
or request of the law enforcement officer, correctional officer, or member of the armed forces; 
 
(4)  The person is carrying a weapon when upon a journey, unless the journey is through a 
commercial airport when presenting at the security checkpoint in the airport or is in the person's 
checked baggage and is not a lawfully declared weapon; 
 
(5)  The person is a registered commissioned security guard acting in the course and scope of his 
or her duties; 
 
(6)  The person is hunting game with a handgun that may be hunted with a handgun under rules 
and regulations of the Arkansas State Game and Fish Commission or is en route to or from a 
hunting area for the purpose of hunting game with a handgun; 
 
(7)  The person is a certified law enforcement officer; 
 
(8)  The person is in possession of a concealed handgun and has a valid license to carry a 
concealed handgun under § 5-73-301 et seq., or recognized under § 5-73-321 and is not in a 
prohibited place as defined by § 5-73-306; 
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(9)  The person is a prosecuting attorney or deputy prosecuting attorney carrying a firearm under 
§ 16-21-147; or 
 
(10)  The person is in possession of a handgun and is a retired law enforcement officer with a 
valid concealed carry authorization issued under federal or state law. 
 
(d)  Carrying a weapon is a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
Ark. Code Ann. § 5-73-122 (2015) 
Carrying a Firearm in a Publicly Owned Building or Facilities 
 
(a)  
 
(1)  Except as provided in § 5-73-322 and § 5-73-306(5), it is unlawful for any person other than 
a law enforcement officer or a security guard in the employ of the state or an agency of the state, 
or any city or county, or any state or federal military personnel, to knowingly carry or possess a 
loaded firearm or other deadly weapon in any publicly owned building or facility or on the State 
Capitol grounds. 
 
(2)  It is unlawful for any person other than a law enforcement officer or a security guard in the 
employ of the state or an agency of the state, or any city or county, or any state or federal 
military personnel, to knowingly carry or possess a firearm, whether loaded or unloaded, in the 
State Capitol Building or the Justice Building in Little Rock. 
 
(3)  However, this subsection does not apply to a person carrying or possessing a firearm or other 
deadly weapon in a publicly owned building or facility or on the State Capitol grounds: 
 
(A)  For the purpose of participating in a shooting match or target practice under the auspices of 
the agency responsible for the publicly owned building or facility or State Capitol grounds; 
 
(B)  If necessary to participate in a trade show, exhibit, or educational course conducted in the 
publicly owned building or facility or on the State Capitol grounds; or 
 
(C)  
 
(i)  If the person has a license to carry a concealed handgun under § 5-73-301 et seq. and is 
carrying a concealed handgun in his or her motor vehicle or has left the concealed handgun in his 
or her locked and unattended motor vehicle in a publicly owned and maintained parking lot. 
 
(ii)  
 
(a)  As used in this subdivision (a)(3)(C), "parking lot" means a designated area or structure or 
part of a structure intended for the parking of motor vehicles or a designated drop-off zone for 
children at school. 
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(b)  "Parking lot" does not include a parking lot owned, maintained, or otherwise controlled by 
the Department of Correction or Department of Community Correction. 
 
(4)  As used in this section, "facility" means a municipally owned or maintained park, football 
field, baseball field, soccer field, or another similar municipally owned or maintained 
recreational structure or property. 
 
(b)  
 
(1)  Any person other than a law enforcement officer, officer of the court, or bailiff, acting in the 
line of duty, or any other person authorized by the court, who possesses a handgun in the 
courtroom of any court of this state is guilty of a Class D felony. 
 
(2)  Otherwise, any person violating a provision of this section is guilty of a Class A 
misdemeanor. 
 
Ark. Code Ann. § 5-73-127 (2015) 
Possession of loaded center-fire weapons in certain areas  
 
(a)  It is unlawful to possess a loaded center-fire weapon, other than a shotgun and other than in a 
residence or business of the owner, in the following areas: 
 
(1)  Baxter County: 
 
(A)  That part bounded on the south by Highway 178, on the west and north by Bull Shoals 
Lake, and on the east by the Central Electric Power Corporation transmission line from Howard 
Creek to Highway 178; 
 
(B)  That part of Bidwell Point lying south of the east-west road which crosses Highway 101 at 
the Presbyterian Church; 
 
(C)  That part of Bidwell Point lying west of Bennett's Bayou and north of the east-west road 
which crosses Highway 101 at the Presbyterian Church; 
 
(D)  That part of Baxter County between: 
 
(i)  County Road 139 and Lake Norfork to the north and west; 
 
(ii)  County Road 151 and Lake Norfork to the north, west, and south in the Diamond Bay area; 
 
(iii)  The Bluff Road and Lake Norfork to the west; 
 
(iv)  John Lewis Road (Timber Lake Manor) and Lake Norfork to the west and south; 
 
(v)  The south end of County Road 91 south of its intersection with John Lewis Road and Lake 
Norfork to the south and east; and 
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(vi)  County Road 150 from its intersection with County Road 93 south and Lake Norfork to the 
south and east but not east of County Road 93; 
 
(2)  Benton County: 
 
(A)  That part of the Hobbs Estate north of State Highway 12, west of Rambo Road, and south 
and east of Van Hollow Creek and the Van Hollow Creek arm of Beaver Lake; 
 
(B)  All of Bella Vista Village; and 
 
(C)  That part bounded on the north by Beaver Lake, on the east by Beaver Lake, on the south by 
the Hobbs State Management Area boundary from the intersection of State Highway 12 eastward 
along the boundary to its intersection with the Van Hollow Creek arm of Beaver Lake; 
 
(3)  Benton and Carroll Counties: That part bounded on the north by Highway 62, on the east by 
Highway 187 and Henry Hollow Creek, and the south and west by Beaver Lake and the road 
from Beaver Dam north to Highway 62; 
 
(4)  Conway County: That part lying above the rimrock of Petit Jean Mountain; 
 
(5)  Garland County: All of Hot Springs Village and Diamondhead; 
 
(6)  Marion County: 
 
(A)  That part known as Bull Shoals Peninsula, bounded on the east and north by White River 
and Lake Bull Shoals, on the west by the Jimmie Creek arm of Lake Bull Shoals, and on the 
south by the municipal boundaries of the City of Bull Shoals; 
 
(B)  That part of Marion County bounded on the north, west, and south by Bull Shoals Lake and 
on the east by County Roads 355 and 322 from their intersections with State Highway 202 to the 
points where they respectively dead-end at arms of Bull Shoals Lake; 
 
(C)  The Yocum Bend Peninsula of Bull Shoals Lake bounded on the north and east by Bull 
Shoals Lake, on the west by Pine Mountain and Bull Shoals Lake, and on the south by County 
Road 30; and 
 
(D)  Those lands situated in Marion County known as the Frost Point Peninsula, not inundated 
by the waters of Bull Shoals Lake, being more particularly described as follows: 
 
(i)  Section Six, Township Twenty North, Range Fifteen West, (Sec. 6 -- T.20 N. -- R.15 W.), 
lying south of the White River channel; 
 
(ii)  Section One, Township Twenty North, Range Sixteen West, (Sec. 1 -- T.20 N. -- R.16 W.); 
and 
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(iii)  East Half of Section Two, Township Twenty North, Range Sixteen West, (E 1/49H2 Sec. 
2 -- T.20 N. -- R.16 W.); North Half of the Northeast Quarter of Section Eleven, Township 
Twenty North, Range Sixteen West (N 1/2 -- NE 1/50H4 Sec. 11 -- T.20 N. -- R.16 W.); and 
 
(7)  A platted subdivision located in an unincorporated area. 
 
(b)  Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to limit or restrict or to make unlawful 
the discharge of a firearm in defense of a person or property within the areas described in this 
section. 
 
(c)  A person who is found guilty or who pleads guilty or nolo contendere to violating this 
section is guilty of a violation and shall be fined no less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor 
more than five hundred dollars ($500). 
 
(d)  This section does not apply to a: 
 
(1)  Law enforcement officer in the performance of his or her duties; 
 
(2)  Discharge of a center-fire weapon at a firing range maintained for the discharging of a 
center-fire weapon; or 
 
(3)  Person possessing a valid concealed handgun license under § 5-73-301 et seq. 
 
Ark. Code Ann. § 5-73-301 (2015) 
Definitions 
 
As used in this subchapter: 
 
(1)  "Acceptable electronic format" means an electronic image produced on the person's own 
cellular phone or other type of portable electronic device that displays all of the information on a 
concealed handgun license as clearly as an original concealed handgun license; 
 
(2)  "Concealed" means to cover from observation so as to prevent public view; 
 
(3)  "Convicted" means that a person pleaded guilty or nolo contendere to or was found guilty of 
a criminal offense; 
 
(4)  "Handgun" means any firearm, other than a fully automatic firearm, with a barrel length of 
less than twelve inches (12'') that is designed, made, or adapted to be fired with one (1) hand; 
 
(5)  "Licensee" means a person granted a valid license to carry a concealed handgun pursuant to 
this subchapter; and 
 
(6)  "Parking lot" means an area, structure, or part of a structure designated for the parking of 
motor vehicles or a designated drop-off zone for children at a school. 
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Ark. Code Ann. § 5-73-302 (2015) 
Authority to issue license 
 
(a)  The Director of the Department of Arkansas State Police may issue a license to carry a 
concealed handgun to a person qualified as provided in this subchapter. 
 
(b)  
 
(1)  For new licenses issued after July 31, 2007, the license to carry a concealed handgun is valid 
throughout the state for a period of five (5) years from the date of issuance. 
 
(2)  After July 31, 2007, upon renewal, an existing valid license to carry a concealed handgun 
shall be issued for a period of five (5) years. 
 
(c) (1)  (A) After July 31, 2007, a license or renewal of a license issued to a former elected or 
appointed sheriff of any county of this state shall be issued for a period of five (5) years. 
 
(B)  The license issued to a former elected or appointed sheriff is revocable on the same grounds 
as other licenses. 
 
(2)  
 
(A)  The former elected or appointed sheriff shall meet the same qualifications as all other 
applicants. 
 
(B)  However, the former elected or appointed sheriff is exempt from the fee prescribed by § 5-
73-311(a)(2) and from the training requirements of § 5-73-309(13) for issuance. 
 
Ark. Code Ann. § 5-73-306 (2015) 
Prohibited places 
 
No license to carry a concealed handgun issued pursuant to this subchapter authorizes any person 
to carry a concealed handgun into: 
 
(1)  Any police station, sheriff's station, or Department of Arkansas State Police station; 
 
(2)  Any Arkansas Highway Police Division of the Arkansas State Highway and Transportation 
Department facility; 
 
(3)  
 
(A)  Any building of the Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department or onto 
grounds adjacent to any building of the Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department. 
 
(B)  However, subdivision (3)(A) of this section does not apply to: 
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(i)  A rest area or weigh station of the Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department; 
or 
 
(ii)  A publicly owned and maintained parking lot that is a publicly accessible parking lot if the 
licensee is carrying a concealed handgun in his or her motor vehicle or has left the concealed 
handgun in his or her locked and unattended motor vehicle in the publicly owned and maintained 
parking lot; 
 
(4)  Any part of a detention facility, prison, or jail, including without limitation a parking lot 
owned, maintained, or otherwise controlled by the Department of Correction or Department of 
Community Correction; 
 
(5)  Any courthouse, courthouse annex, or other building owned, leased, or regularly used by a 
county for conducting court proceedings or housing a county office unless: 
 
(A)  The licensee is either: 
 
(i)  Employed by the county; or 
 
(ii)  A countywide elected official; 
 
(B)  The licensee's principal place of employment is within the courthouse, the courthouse 
annex, or other building owned, leased, or regularly used by the county for conducting court 
proceedings or housing a county office; and 
 
(C)  The quorum court by ordinance approves a plan that allows licensees permitted under this 
subdivision (5) to carry a concealed handgun into the courthouse as set out by the local security 
and emergency preparedness plan; 
 
(6)  
 
(A)  Any courtroom. 
 
(B)  However, nothing in this subchapter precludes a judge from carrying a concealed weapon or 
determining who will carry a concealed weapon into his or her courtroom; 
 
(7)  [Repealed.] 
 
(8)  Any meeting place of the governing body of any governmental entity; 
 
(9)  Any meeting of the General Assembly or a committee of the General Assembly; 
 
(10)  Any state office; 
 
(11)  Any athletic event not related to firearms; 
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(12)  Any portion of an establishment, except a restaurant as defined in § 3-5-1202, licensed to 
dispense alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises; 
 
(13)  Any portion of an establishment, except a restaurant as defined in § 3-5-1202, where beer 
or light wine is consumed on the premises; 
 
(14)  
 
(A)  A school, college, community college, or university campus building or event. 
 
(B)  However, subdivision (14)(A) of this section does not apply to: 
 
(i)  A kindergarten through grade twelve (K-12) private school operated by a church or other 
place of worship that: 
 
(a)  Is located on the developed property of the kindergarten through grade twelve (K-12) private 
school; 
 
(b)  Allows the licensee to carry a concealed handgun into the church or other place of worship 
under this section; and 
 
(c)  Allows the licensee to possess a concealed handgun on the developed property of the 
kindergarten through grade twelve (K-12) private school under § 5-73-119(e); 
 
(ii)  A kindergarten through grade twelve (K-12) private school or a prekindergarten private 
school that through its governing board or director has set forth the rules and circumstances 
under which the licensee may carry a concealed handgun into a building or event of the 
kindergarten through grade twelve (K-12) private school or the prekindergarten private school; 
 
(iii)  Participation in an authorized firearms-related activity; 
 
(iv)  Carrying a concealed handgun as authorized under § 5-73-322; or 
 
(v)  A publicly owned and maintained parking lot of a college, community college, or university 
if the licensee is carrying a concealed handgun in his or her motor vehicle or has left the 
concealed handgun in his or her locked and unattended motor vehicle; 
 
(15)  Inside the passenger terminal of any airport, except that no person is prohibited from 
carrying any legal firearm into the passenger terminal if the firearm is encased for shipment for 
purposes of checking the firearm as baggage to be lawfully transported on any aircraft; 
 
(16)  
 
(A)  Any church or other place of worship. 
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(B)  However, this subchapter does not preclude a church or other place of worship from 
determining who may carry a concealed handgun into the church or other place of worship; 
 
(17)  Any place where the carrying of a firearm is prohibited by federal law; 
 
(18)  Any place where a parade or demonstration requiring a permit is being held, and the 
licensee is a participant in the parade or demonstration; or 
 
(19) (A)  (i) Any place at the discretion of the person or entity exercising control over the 
physical location of the place by placing at each entrance to the place a written notice clearly 
readable at a distance of not less than ten feet (10') that "carrying a handgun is prohibited". 
 
(ii)  
 
(a)  If the place does not have a roadway entrance, there shall be a written notice placed 
anywhere upon the premises of the place. 
 
(b)  In addition to the requirement of subdivision (19)(A)(ii)(a) of this section, there shall be at 
least one (1) written notice posted within every three (3) acres of a place with no roadway 
entrance. 
 
(iii)  A written notice as described in subdivision (19)(A)(i) of this section is not required for a 
private home. 
 
(iv)  Any licensee entering a private home shall notify the occupant that the licensee is carrying a 
concealed handgun. 
 
(B)  Subdivision (19)(A) of this section does not apply if the physical location is: 
 
(i)  A public university, public college, or community college, as defined in § 5-73-322, and the 
licensee is carrying a concealed handgun as provided under § 5-73-322; or 
 
(ii)  A publicly owned and maintained parking lot if the licensee is carrying a concealed handgun 
in his or her motor vehicle or has left the concealed handgun in his or her locked and unattended 
motor vehicle. 
 
Ark. Code Ann. § 5-73-315 (2015) 
Possession of license -- Identification of licensee 
 
(a)  Any licensee possessing a valid license issued pursuant to this subchapter may carry a 
concealed handgun. 
 
(b)  The licensee shall: 
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(1)  Carry the license, or an electronic copy of the license in an acceptable electronic format, 
together with valid identification, at any time when the licensee is carrying a concealed handgun; 
and 
 
(2)  Display both the license, or an electronic copy of the license in an acceptable electronic 
format, and proper identification upon demand by a law enforcement officer. 
 
(c)  The presentment of proof of a license to carry a concealed handgun in electronic form does 
not: 
 
(1)  Authorize a search of any other content of an electronic device without a search warrant or 
probable cause; or 
 
(2)  Expand or restrict the authority of a law enforcement officer to conduct a search or 
investigation. 
 
Ark. Code Ann. § 5-73-321 (2015) 
Recognition of others states' licenses 
 
A person in possession of a valid license to carry a concealed handgun issued to the person by 
another state is entitled to the privileges and subject to the restrictions prescribed by this 
subchapter. 
 
Ark. Code Ann. § 5-73-322 (2015) 
Concealed handguns in a university, college, or community college building 
 
(a)  As used in this section: 
 
(1) (A) "Public university, public college, or community college" means an institution that: 
 
(i)  Regularly receives budgetary support from the state government; 
 
(ii)  Is part of the University of Arkansas or Arkansas State University systems; or 
 
(iii)  Is required to report to the Arkansas Higher Education Coordinating Board. 
 
(B)  "Public university, public college, or community college" does not include a private 
university or private college solely because: 
 
(i)  Students attending the private university or private college receive state-supported 
scholarships; or 
 
(ii)  The private university or private college voluntarily reports to the Arkansas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board; and 
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(2)  "Staff member" means a person who is not enrolled as a full-time student at the university, 
college, or community college and is either employed by the university, college, or community 
college full time or is on a nine-month or twelve-month appointment at the university, college, or 
community college as a faculty member. 
 
(b)  A licensee may possess a concealed handgun in the buildings and on the grounds, whether 
owned or leased by the public university, public college, or community college, of the public 
university, public college, or community college where he or she is employed unless otherwise 
prohibited by § 5-73-306 if: 
 
(1)  He or she is a staff member; and 
 
(2)  
 
(A)  The governing board of the public university, public college, or community college does not 
adopt a policy expressly disallowing the carrying of a concealed handgun by staff members in 
the buildings or on the grounds of the public university, public college, or community college 
and posts notices as described in § 5-73-306(19). 
 
(B)  A governing board of the public university, public college, or community college may adopt 
differing policies for the carrying of a concealed handgun by staff members for different 
campuses, areas of a campus, or individual buildings of the public university, public college, or 
community college for which the governing board is responsible. 
 
(C)  A policy disallowing the carrying of a concealed handgun by staff members into the public 
university, public college, or community college expires one (1) year after the date of adoption 
and must be readopted each year by the governing board of the public university, public college, 
or community college to remain in effect. 
 
(c)  A licensee may possess a concealed handgun in the buildings and on the grounds of the 
private university or private college where he or she is employed unless otherwise prohibited by 
§ 5-73-306 if: 
 
(1)  He or she is a staff member; and 
 
(2)  The private university or private college does not adopt a policy expressly disallowing the 
carrying of a concealed handgun in the buildings and on the grounds of the private university or 
private college and posts notices as described in § 5-73-306(19). 
 
(d)  The storage of a handgun in a university or college-operated student dormitory or residence 
hall is prohibited under § 5-73-119(c). 
 
California  
 
Cal. Gov’t Code § 8571.5 (Deering 2015) 
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Seizure or confiscation of lawfully carried or possessed firearm or ammunition not 
authorized; Exception 
 
Nothing in this article shall authorize the seizure or confiscation of any firearm or ammunition 
from any individual who is lawfully carrying or possessing the firearm or ammunition, or 
authorize any order to that effect, provided however, that a peace officer who is acting in his or 
her official capacity may disarm an individual if the officer reasonably believes it is immediately 
necessary for the protection of the officer or another individual. The officer shall return the 
firearm to the individual before discharging the individual, unless the officer arrests that 
individual or seizes the firearm as evidence pursuant to an investigation for the commission of a 
crime. 
 
Cal. Gov’t Code § 25840 (Deering 2015) 
Prohibiting discharge of firearms 
 
The board of supervisors may prohibit and prevent the unnecessary firing and discharge of 
firearm on or into the highways and other public places and may pass all necessary ordinances 
regulating or forbidding such acts. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 171b (Deering 2015) 
Possessing weapon in state or local public building or public open meeting 
 
(a)  Any person who brings or possesses within any state or local public building or at any 
meeting required to be open to the public pursuant to Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 
54950) of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5 of, or Article 9 (commencing with Section 11120) of 
Chapter 1 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of, the Government Code, any of the following is 
guilty of a public offense punishable by imprisonment in a county jail for not more than one 
year, or in the state prison: 
 
(1)  Any firearm. 
 
(2)  Any deadly weapon described in Section 17235 or in any provision listed in Section 16590. 
 
(3)  Any knife with a blade length in excess of four inches, the blade of which is fixed or is 
capable of being fixed in an unguarded position by the use of one or two hands. 
 
(4)  Any unauthorized tear gas weapon. 
 
(5)  Any taser or stun gun, as defined in Section 244.5. 
 
(6)  Any instrument that expels a metallic projectile, such as a BB or pellet, through the force of 
air pressure, CO[2] pressure, or spring action, or any spot marker gun or paint gun. 
 
(b)  Subdivision (a) shall not apply to, or affect, any of the following: 
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(1)  A person who possesses weapons in, or transports weapons into, a court of law to be used as 
evidence. 
 
(2)  
 
(A)  A duly appointed peace officer as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of 
Title 3 of Part 2, a retired peace officer with authorization to carry concealed weapons as 
described in Article 2 (commencing with Section 25450) of Chapter 2 of Division 5 of Title 4 of 
Part 6, a full-time paid peace officer of another state or the federal government who is carrying 
out official duties while in California, or any person summoned by any of these officers to assist 
in making arrests or preserving the peace while he or she is actually engaged in assisting the 
officer. 
 
(B)  Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), subdivision (a) shall apply to any person who brings or 
possesses any weapon specified therein within any courtroom if he or she is a party to an action 
pending before the court. 
 
(3)  A person holding a valid license to carry the firearm pursuant to Chapter 4 (commencing 
with Section 26150) of Division 5 of Title 4 of Part 6. 
 
(4)  A person who has permission to possess that weapon granted in writing by a duly authorized 
official who is in charge of the security of the state or local government building. 
 
(5)  A person who lawfully resides in, lawfully owns, or is in lawful possession of, that building 
with respect to those portions of the building that are not owned or leased by the state or local 
government. 
 
(6)  A person licensed or registered in accordance with, and acting within the course and scope 
of, Chapter 11.5 (commencing with Section 7512) or Chapter 11.6 (commencing with Section 
7590) of Division 3 of the Business and Professions Code who has been hired by the owner or 
manager of the building if the person has permission pursuant to paragraph (5). 
 
(7)  
 
(A)  A person who, for the purpose of sale or trade, brings any weapon that may otherwise be 
lawfully transferred, into a gun show conducted pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 
27200) and Article 2 (commencing with Section 27300) of Chapter 3 of Division 6 of Title 4 of 
Part 6. 
 
(B)  A person who, for purposes of an authorized public exhibition, brings any weapon that may 
otherwise be lawfully possessed, into a gun show conducted pursuant to Article 1 (commencing 
with Section 27200) and Article 2 (commencing with Section 27300) of Chapter 3 of Division 6 
of Title 4 of Part 6. 
 
(c)  As used in this section, "state or local public building" means a building that meets all of the 
following criteria: 
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(1)  It is a building or part of a building owned or leased by the state or local government, if state 
or local public employees are regularly present for the purposes of performing their official 
duties. A state or local public building includes, but is not limited to, a building that contains a 
courtroom. 
 
(2)  It is not a building or facility, or a part thereof, that is referred to in Section 171c, 171d, 
626.9, 626.95, or 626.10 of this code, or in Section 18544 of the Elections Code. 
 
(3)  It is a building not regularly used, and not intended to be used, by state or local employees as 
a place of residence. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 171.5 (Deering 2015) 
Possession of specified weapon in sterile area of airport 
 
(a)  For purposes of this section: 
 
(1)  "Airport" means an airport, with a secured area, that regularly serves an air carrier holding a 
certificate issued by the United States Secretary of Transportation. 
 
(2)  "Passenger vessel terminal" means only that portion of a harbor or port facility, as described 
in Section 105.105(a)(2) of Title 33 of the Code of Federal Regulations, with a secured area that 
regularly serves scheduled commuter or passenger operations. 
 
(3)  "Sterile area" means a portion of an airport defined in the airport security program to which 
access generally is controlled through the screening of persons and property, as specified 
in Section 1540.5 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, or a portion of any passenger 
vessel terminal to which, pursuant to the requirements set forth in Sections 
105.255(a)(1), 105.255(c)(1), and 105.260(a) of Title 33 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 
access is generally controlled in a manner consistent with the passenger vessel terminal's security 
plan and the MARSEC level in effect at the time. 
 
(b)  It is unlawful for any person to knowingly possess, within any sterile area of an airport or a 
passenger vessel terminal, any of the items listed in subdivision (c). 
 
(c)  The following items are unlawful to possess as provided in subdivision (b): 
 
(1)  Any firearm. 
 
(2)  Any knife with a blade length in excess of four inches, the blade of which is fixed, or is 
capable of being fixed, in an unguarded position by the use of one or two hands. 
 
(3)  Any box cutter or straight razor. 
 
(4)  Any metal military practice hand grenade. 
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(5)  Any metal replica hand grenade. 
 
(6)  Any plastic replica hand grenade. 
 
(7)  Any imitation firearm as defined in Section 417.4. 
 
(8)  Any frame, receiver, barrel, or magazine of a firearm. 
 
(9)  Any unauthorized tear gas weapon. 
 
(10)  Any taser or stun gun, as defined in Section 244.5. 
 
(11)  Any instrument that expels a metallic projectile, such as a BB or pellet, through the force of 
air pressure, CO[2] pressure, or spring action, or any spot marker gun or paint gun. 
 
(12)  Any ammunition as defined in Section 16150. 
 
(d)  Subdivision (b) shall not apply to, or affect, any of the following: 
 
(1)  A duly appointed peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of 
Title 3 of Part 2, a retired peace officer with authorization to carry concealed weapons as 
described in Article 2 (commencing with Section 25450) of Chapter 2 of Division 5 of Title 4 of 
Part 6, a full-time paid peace officer of another state or the federal government who is carrying 
out official duties while in California, or any person summoned by any of these officers to assist 
in making arrests or preserving the peace while he or she is actually engaged in assisting the 
officer. 
 
(2)  A person who has authorization to possess a weapon specified in subdivision (c), granted in 
writing by an airport security coordinator who is designated as specified in Section 1542.3 of 
Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, and who is responsible for the security of the 
airport. 
 
(3)  A person, including an employee of a licensed contract guard service, who has authorization 
to possess a weapon specified in subdivision (c) granted in writing by a person discharging the 
duties of Facility Security Officer or Company Security Officer pursuant to an approved United 
States Coast Guard facility security plan, and who is responsible for the security of the passenger 
vessel terminal. 
 
(e)  A violation of this section is punishable by imprisonment in a county jail for a period not 
exceeding six months, or by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that 
fine and imprisonment. 
 
(f)  The provisions of this section are cumulative, and shall not be construed as restricting the 
application of any other law. However, an act or omission that is punishable in different ways by 
this and any other provision of law shall not be punished under more than one provision. 
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(g)  Nothing in this section is intended to affect existing state or federal law regarding the 
transportation of firearm on airplanes in checked luggage, or the possession of the items listed in 
subdivision (c) in areas that are not "sterile areas." 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 417 (Deering 2015) 
Brandishing a Weapon 
 
(a)  
 
(1)  Every person who, except in self-defense, in the presence of any other person, draws or 
exhibits any deadly weapon whatsoever, other than a firearm, in a rude, angry, or threatening 
manner, or who in any manner, unlawfully uses a deadly weapon other than a firearm in any 
fight or quarrel is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment in a county jail for not 
less than 30 days. 
 
(2)  Every person who, except in self-defense, in the presence of any other person, draws or 
exhibits any firearm, whether loaded or unloaded, in a rude, angry, or threatening manner, or 
who in any manner, unlawfully uses a firearm in any fight or quarrel is punishable as follows: 
 
(A)  If the violation occurs in a public place and the firearm is a pistol, revolver, or other firearm 
capable of being concealed upon the person, by imprisonment in a county jail for not less than 
three months and not more than one year, by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000), 
or by both that fine and imprisonment. 
 
(B)  In all cases other than that set forth in subparagraph (A), a misdemeanor, punishable by 
imprisonment in a county jail for not less than three months. 
 
(b)  Every person who, except in self-defense, in the presence of any other person, draws or 
exhibits any loaded firearm in a rude, angry, or threatening manner, or who, in any manner, 
unlawfully uses any loaded firearm in any fight or quarrel upon the grounds of any day care 
center, as defined in Section 1596.76 of the Health and Safety Code, or any facility where 
programs, including day care programs or recreational programs, are being conducted for 
persons under 18 years of age, including programs conducted by a nonprofit organization, during 
the hours in which the center or facility is open for use, shall be punished by imprisonment in the 
state prison for 16 months, or two or three years, or by imprisonment in a county jail for not less 
than three months, nor more than one year. 
 
(c)  Every person who, in the immediate presence of a peace officer, draws or exhibits any 
firearm, whether loaded or unloaded, in a rude, angry, or threatening manner, and who knows, or 
reasonably should know, by the officer's uniformed appearance or other action of identification 
by the officer, that he or she is a peace officer engaged in the performance of his or her duties, 
and that peace officer is engaged in the performance of his or her duties, shall be punished by 
imprisonment in a county jail for not less than nine months and not to exceed one year, or in the 
state prison for 16 months, or two or three years. 
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(d)  Except where a different penalty applies, every person who violates this section when the 
other person is in the process of cleaning up graffiti or vandalism is guilty of a misdemeanor, 
punishable by imprisonment in a county jail for not less than three months nor more than one 
year. 
 
(e)  As used in this section, "peace officer" means any person designated as a peace officer 
pursuant to Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2. 
 
(f)  As used in this section, "public place" means any of the following: 
 
(1)  A public place in an incorporated city. 
 
(2)  A public street in an incorporated city. 
 
(3)  A public street in an unincorporated area. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 16750 (Deering 2015) 
Lawful possession of the firearm 
 
(a)  As used in Section 25400, "lawful possession of the firearm " means that the person who has 
possession or custody of the firearm either lawfully owns the firearm or has the permission of the 
lawful owner or a person who otherwise has apparent authority to possess or have custody of 
the firearm. A person who takes a firearm without the permission of the lawful owner or without 
the permission of a person who has lawful custody of the firearm does not have lawful 
possession of the firearm. 
 
(b)  As used in Article 2 (commencing with Section 25850), Article 3 (commencing with Section 
25900), and Article 4 (commencing with Section 26000) of Chapter 3 of Division 5 of Title 4, 
Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 26350) of Division 5 of Title 4, and Chapter 7 
(commencing with Section 26400) of Division 5 of Title 4, "lawful possession of the firearm" 
means that the person who has possession or custody of the firearm either lawfully acquired and 
lawfully owns the firearm or has the permission of the lawful owner or person who otherwise has 
apparent authority to possess or have custody of the firearm. A person who takes a firearm 
without the permission of the lawful owner or without the permission of a person who has lawful 
custody of the firearm does not have lawful possession of the firearm. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 16850 (Deering 2015)  
"Locked container" 
 
As used in this part, "locked container" means a secure container that is fully enclosed and 
locked by a padlock, keylock, combination lock, or similar locking device. The term "locked 
container" does not include the utility or glove compartment of a motor vehicle. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 17512 (Deering 2015) 
Firearm in vehicle; Misdemeanor 
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It is a misdemeanor for a driver of any motor vehicle or the owner of any motor vehicle, whether 
or not the owner of the vehicle is occupying the vehicle, to knowingly permit any other person to 
carry into or bring into the vehicle a firearm in violation of Section 26350. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 25400 (Deering 2015) 
Carrying concealed firearm; Carrying firearm openly in belt holster; Punishment 
 
(a)  A person is guilty of carrying a concealed firearm when the person does any of the 
following: 
 
(1)  Carries concealed within any vehicle that is under the person's control or direction any pistol, 
revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person. 
 
(2)  Carries concealed upon the person any pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being 
concealed upon the person. 
 
(3)  Causes to be carried concealed within any vehicle in which the person is an occupant any 
pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person. 
 
(b)  A firearm carried openly in a belt holster is not concealed within the meaning of this section. 
 
(c)  Carrying a concealed firearm in violation of this section is punishable as follows: 
 
(1)  If the person previously has been convicted of any felony, or of any crime made punishable 
by a provision listed in Section 16580, as a felony. 
 
(2)  If the firearm is stolen and the person knew or had reasonable cause to believe that it was 
stolen, as a felony. 
 
(3)  If the person is an active participant in a criminal street gang, as defined in subdivision (a) of 
Section 186.22, under the Street Terrorism Enforcement and Prevention Act (Chapter 11 
(commencing with Section 186.20) of Title 7 of Part 1), as a felony. 
 
(4)  If the person is not in lawful possession of the firearm or the person is within a class of 
persons prohibited from possessing or acquiring a firearm pursuant to Chapter 2 (commencing 
with Section 29800) or Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 29900) of Division 9 of this title, or 
Section 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, as a felony. 
 
(5)  If the person has been convicted of a crime against a person or property, or of a narcotics or 
dangerous drug violation, by imprisonment pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 1170, or by 
imprisonment in a county jail not to exceed one year, by a fine not to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000), or by both that imprisonment and fine. 
 
(6)  If both of the following conditions are met, by imprisonment pursuant to subdivision (h) of 
Section 1170, or by imprisonment in a county jail not to exceed one year, by a fine not to exceed 
one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that fine and imprisonment: 
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(A)  The pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person is loaded, 
or both it and the unexpended ammunition capable of being discharged from it are in the 
immediate possession of the person or readily accessible to that person. 
 
(B)  The person is not listed with the Department of Justice pursuant to paragraph (1) of 
subdivision (c) of Section 11106 as the registered owner of that pistol, revolver, or other firearm 
capable of being concealed upon the person. 
 
(7)  In all cases other than those specified in paragraphs (1) to (6), inclusive, by imprisonment in 
a county jail not to exceed one year, by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by 
both that imprisonment and fine. 
 
(d)  
 
(1)  Every person convicted under this section who previously has been convicted of a 
misdemeanor offense enumerated in Section 23515 shall be punished by imprisonment in a 
county jail for at least three months and not exceeding six months, or, if granted probation, or if 
the execution or imposition of sentence is suspended, it shall be a condition thereof that the 
person be imprisoned in a county jail for at least three months. 
 
(2)  Every person convicted under this section who has previously been convicted of any felony, 
or of any crime made punishable by a provision listed in Section 16580, if probation is granted, 
or if the execution or imposition of sentence is suspended, it shall be a condition thereof that the 
person be imprisoned in a county jail for not less than three months. 
 
(e)  The court shall apply the three-month minimum sentence as specified in subdivision (d), 
except in unusual cases where the interests of justice would best be served by granting probation 
or suspending the imposition or execution of sentence without the minimum imprisonment 
required in subdivision (d) or by granting probation or suspending the imposition or execution of 
sentence with conditions other than those set forth in subdivision (d), in which case, the court 
shall specify on the record and shall enter on the minutes the circumstances indicating that the 
interests of justice would best be served by that disposition. 
 
(f)  A peace officer may arrest a person for a violation of paragraph (6) of subdivision (c) if the 
peace officer has probable cause to believe that the person is not listed with the Department of 
Justice pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 11106 as the registered owner of 
the pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person, and one or 
more of the conditions in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (6) of subdivision (c) is met. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 25610 (Deering 2015) 
License to carry concealed weapon; Issuance by sheriff 
 
(a)  Section 25400 shall not be construed to prohibit any citizen of the United States over the age 
of 18 years who resides or is temporarily within this state, and who is not prohibited by state or 
federal law from possessing, receiving, owning, or purchasing a firearm, from transporting or 
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carrying any pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person, 
provided that the following applies to the firearm: 
 
(1)  The firearm is within a motor vehicle and it is locked in the vehicle's trunk or in a locked 
container in the vehicle. 
 
(2)  The firearm is carried by the person directly to or from any motor vehicle for any lawful 
purpose and, while carrying the firearm, the firearm is contained within a locked container. 
 
(b)  The provisions of this section do not prohibit or limit the otherwise lawful carrying or 
transportation of any pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the 
person in accordance with the provisions listed in Section 16580. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 25850 (Deering 2015) 
Carrying loaded firearm in public; Punishment; Previous conviction; Prosecution under 
other section; Arrest without warrant 
 
(a)  A person is guilty of carrying a loaded firearm when the person carries a loaded firearm on 
the person or in a vehicle while in any public place or on any public street in an incorporated city 
or in any public place or on any public street in a prohibited area of unincorporated territory. 
 
(b)  In order to determine whether or not a firearm is loaded for the purpose of enforcing this 
section, peace officers are authorized to examine any firearm carried by anyone on the person or 
in a vehicle while in any public place or on any public street in an incorporated city or prohibited 
area of an unincorporated territory. Refusal to allow a peace officer to inspect a firearm pursuant 
to this section constitutes probable cause for arrest for violation of this section. 
 
(c)  Carrying a loaded firearm in violation of this section is punishable, as follows: 
 
(1)  Where the person previously has been convicted of any felony, or of any crime made 
punishable by a provision listed in Section 16580, as a felony. 
 
(2)  Where the firearm is stolen and the person knew or had reasonable cause to believe that it 
was stolen, as a felony. 
 
(3)  Where the person is an active participant in a criminal street gang, as defined in subdivision 
(a) of Section 186.22, under the Street Terrorism Enforcement and Prevention Act (Chapter 11 
(commencing with Section 186.20) of Title 7 of Part 1), as a felony. 
 
(4)  Where the person is not in lawful possession of the firearm, or is within a class of persons 
prohibited from possessing or acquiring a firearm pursuant to Chapter 2 (commencing with 
Section 29800) or Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 29900) of Division 9 of this title, or 
Section 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, as a felony. 
 
(5)  Where the person has been convicted of a crime against a person or property, or of a 
narcotics or dangerous drug violation, by imprisonment pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 
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1170, or by imprisonment in a county jail not to exceed one year, by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that imprisonment and fine. 
 
(6)  Where the person is not listed with the Department of Justice pursuant to Section 11106 as 
the registered owner of the handgun, by imprisonment pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 
1170, or by imprisonment in a county jail not to exceed one year, or by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000), or both that fine and imprisonment. 
 
(7)  In all cases other than those specified in paragraphs (1) to (6), inclusive, as a misdemeanor, 
punishable by imprisonment in a county jail not to exceed one year, by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that imprisonment and fine. 
 
(d)  
 
(1)  Every person convicted under this section who has previously been convicted of an offense 
enumerated in Section 23515, or of any crime made punishable under a provision listed in 
Section 16580, shall serve a term of at least three months in a county jail, or, if granted probation 
or if the execution or imposition of sentence is suspended, it shall be a condition thereof that the 
person be imprisoned for a period of at least three months. 
 
(2)  The court shall apply the three-month minimum sentence except in unusual cases where the 
interests of justice would best be served by granting probation or suspending the imposition or 
execution of sentence without the minimum imprisonment required in this section or by granting 
probation or suspending the imposition or execution of sentence with conditions other than those 
set forth in this section, in which case, the court shall specify on the record and shall enter on the 
minutes the circumstances indicating that the interests of justice would best be served by that 
disposition. 
 
(e)  A violation of this section that is punished by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding 
one year shall not constitute a conviction of a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term 
exceeding one year for the purposes of determining federal firearms eligibility under Section 
922(g)(1) of Title 18 of the United States Code. 
 
(f)  Nothing in this section, or in Article 3 (commencing with Section 25900) or Article 4 
(commencing with Section 26000), shall preclude prosecution under Chapter 2 (commencing 
with Section 29800) or Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 29900) of Division 9 of this 
title, Section 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, or any other law with a greater 
penalty than this section. 
 
(g)  Notwithstanding paragraphs (2) and (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 836, a peace officer 
may make an arrest without a warrant: 
 
(1)  When the person arrested has violated this section, although not in the officer's presence. 
 
(2)  Whenever the officer has reasonable cause to believe that the person to be arrested has 
violated this section, whether or not this section has, in fact, been violated. 
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(h)  A peace officer may arrest a person for a violation of paragraph (6) of subdivision (c), if the 
peace officer has probable cause to believe that the person is carrying a handgun in violation of 
this section and that person is not listed with the Department of Justice pursuant to paragraph (1) 
of subdivision (c) of Section 11106 as the registered owner of that handgun. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 26100 (Deering 2015) 
Possession of firearm in motor vehicle; Punishment; Discharge at person not in motor 
vehicle 
 
(a)  It is a misdemeanor for a driver of any motor vehicle or the owner of any motor vehicle, 
whether or not the owner of the vehicle is occupying the vehicle, knowingly to permit any other 
person to carry into or bring into the vehicle a firearm in violation of Section 25850 of this code 
or Section 2006 of the Fish and Game Code. 
 
(b)  Any driver or owner of any vehicle, whether or not the owner of the vehicle is occupying the 
vehicle, who knowingly permits any other person to discharge any firearm from the vehicle is 
punishable by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than one year or in state prison for 16 
months or two or three years. 
 
(c)  Any person who willfully and maliciously discharges a firearm from a motor vehicle at 
another person other than an occupant of a motor vehicle is guilty of a felony punishable by 
imprisonment in state prison for three, five, or seven years. 
 
(d)  Except as provided in Section 3002 of the Fish and Game Code, any person who willfully 
and maliciously discharges a firearm from a motor vehicle is guilty of a public offense 
punishable by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than one year or in the state prison. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 26150 (Deering 2015) 
License to carry concealed weapon; Issuance by sheriff 
 
(a)  When a person applies for a license to carry a pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of 
being concealed upon the person, the sheriff of a county may issue a license to that person upon 
proof of all of the following: 
 
(1)  The applicant is of good moral character. 
 
(2)  Good cause exists for issuance of the license. 
 
(3)  The applicant is a resident of the county or a city within the county, or the applicant's 
principal place of employment or business is in the county or a city within the county and the 
applicant spends a substantial period of time in that place of employment or business. 
 
(4)  The applicant has completed a course of training as described in Section 26165. 
 
(b)  The sheriff may issue a license under subdivision (a) in either of the following formats: 
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(1)  A license to carry concealed a pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed 
upon the person. 
 
(2)  Where the population of the county is less than 200,000 persons according to the most recent 
federal decennial census, a license to carry loaded and exposed in only that county a pistol, 
revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 26155 (Deering 2015) 
License to carry concealed weapon; Issuance by chief of police 
 
(a)  When a person applies for a license to carry a pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of 
being concealed upon the person, the chief or other head of a municipal police department of any 
city or city and county may issue a license to that person upon proof of all of the following: 
 
(1)  The applicant is of good moral character. 
 
(2)  Good cause exists for issuance of the license. 
 
(3)  The applicant is a resident of that city. 
 
(4)  The applicant has completed a course of training as described in Section 26165. 
 
(b)  The chief or other head of a municipal police department may issue a license under 
subdivision (a) in either of the following formats: 
 
(1)  A license to carry concealed a pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed 
upon the person. 
 
(2)  Where the population of the county in which the city is located is less than 200,000 persons 
according to the most recent federal decennial census, a license to carry loaded and exposed in 
only that county a pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person. 
 
(c)  Nothing in this chapter shall preclude the chief or other head of a municipal police 
department of any city from entering an agreement with the sheriff of the county in which the 
city is located for the sheriff to process all applications for licenses, renewals of licenses, and 
amendments to licenses, pursuant to this chapter. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 26350 (Deering 2015) 
Crime of openly carrying an unloaded handgun; Application 
 
(a)  
 
(1)  A person is guilty of openly carrying an unloaded handgun when that person carries upon his 
or her person an exposed and unloaded handgun outside a vehicle while in or on any of the 
following: 
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(A)  A public place or public street in an incorporated city or city and county. 
 
(B)  A public street in a prohibited area of an unincorporated area of a county or city and county. 
 
(C)  A public place in a prohibited area of a county or city and county. 
 
(2)  A person is guilty of openly carrying an unloaded handgun when that person carries an 
exposed and unloaded handgun inside or on a vehicle, whether or not on his or her person, while 
in or on any of the following: 
 
(A)  A public place or public street in an incorporated city or city and county. 
 
(B)  A public street in a prohibited area of an unincorporated area of a county or city and county. 
 
(C)  A public place in a prohibited area of a county or city and county. 
 
(b)  
 
(1)  Except as specified in paragraph (2), a violation of this section is a misdemeanor. 
 
(2)  A violation of subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) is punishable by 
imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year, or by a fine not to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000), or by both that fine and imprisonment, if both of the following conditions exist: 
 
(A)  The handgun and unexpended ammunition capable of being discharged from that handgun 
are in the immediate possession of that person. 
 
(B)  The person is not in lawful possession of that handgun. 
 
(c)  
 
(1)  Nothing in this section shall preclude prosecution under Chapter 2 (commencing with 
Section 29800) or Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 29900) of Division 9, Section 8100 or 
8103 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, or any other law with a penalty greater than is set 
forth in this section. 
 
(2)  The provisions of this section are cumulative and shall not be construed as restricting the 
application of any other law. However, an act or omission punishable in different ways by 
different provisions of law shall not be punished under more than one provision. 
 
(d)  Notwithstanding the fact that the term "an unloaded handgun" is used in this section, each 
handgun shall constitute a distinct and separate offense under this section. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 27505 (Deering 2015) 
Firearms to person under 21 years of age; Exceptions 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-84 

 
(a)  No person, corporation, or firm shall sell, loan, or transfer a firearm to a minor, nor sell a 
handgun to an individual under 21 years of age. 
 
(b)  Subdivision (a) shall not apply to or affect the following circumstances: 
 
(1)  The sale of a handgun, if the handgun is an antique firearm and the sale is to a person at least 
18 years of age. 
 
(2)  The transfer or loan of a firearm, other than a handgun, to a minor by the minor's parent or 
legal guardian. 
 
(3)  The transfer or loan of a firearm, other than a handgun, to a minor by a grandparent who is 
not the legal guardian of the minor, if the transfer is done with the express permission of the 
minor's parent or legal guardian. 
 
(4)  The loan of a firearm, other than a handgun, to a minor, with the express permission of the 
minor's parent or legal guardian, if the loan does not exceed 30 days in duration and is for a 
lawful purpose. 
 
(5)  The loan of a handgun to a minor by the minor's parent or legal guardian, if both of the 
following requirements are satisfied: 
 
(A)  The minor is being loaned the firearm for the purposes of engaging in a lawful, recreational 
sport, including, but not limited to, competitive shooting, or agricultural, ranching, or hunting 
activity, or a motion picture, television, or video production, or entertainment or theatrical event, 
the nature of which involves the use of a firearm. 
 
(B)  The duration of the loan does not exceed the amount of time that is reasonably necessary to 
engage in the lawful, recreational sport, including, but not limited to, competitive shooting, or 
agricultural, ranching, or hunting activity, or a motion picture, television, or video production, or 
entertainment or theatrical event, the nature of which involves the use of a firearm. 
 
(6)  The loan of a handgun to a minor by a person who is not the minor's parent or legal 
guardian, if all of the following requirements are satisfied: 
 
(A)  The minor is accompanied by the minor's parent or legal guardian when the loan is made, or 
the minor has the written consent of the minor's parent or legal guardian, which is presented at 
the time of the loan, or earlier. 
 
(B)  The minor is being loaned the firearm for the purpose of engaging in a lawful, recreational 
sport, including, but not limited to, competitive shooting, or agricultural, ranching, or hunting 
activity, or a motion picture, television, or video production, or entertainment or theatrical event, 
the nature of which involves the use of a firearm. 
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(C)  The duration of the loan does not exceed the amount of time that is reasonably necessary to 
engage in the lawful, recreational sport, including, but not limited to, competitive shooting, or 
agricultural, ranching, or hunting activity, or a motion picture, television, or video production, or 
entertainment or theatrical event, the nature of which involves the use of a firearm. 
 
(D)  The duration of the loan does not, in any event, exceed 10 days. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 30510 (Deering 2015) 
"Assault weapon" 
 
As used in this chapter and in Sections 16780, 17000, and 27555, "assault weapon" means the 
following designated semiautomatic firearms: 
 
(a)  All of the following specified rifles: 
 
(1)  All AK series including, but not limited to, the models identified as follows: 
 
(A)  Made in China AK, AKM, AKS, AK47, AK47S, 56, 56S, 84S, and 86S. 
 
(B)  Norinco 56, 56S, 84S, and 86S. 
 
(C)  Poly Technologies AKS and AK47. 
 
(D)  MAADI AK47 and ARM. 
 
(2)  UZI and Galil. 
 
(3)  Beretta AR-70. 
 
(4)  CETME Sporter. 
 
(5)  Colt AR-15 series. 
 
(6)  Daewoo K-1, K-2, Max 1, Max 2, AR 100, and AR 110C. 
 
(7)  Fabrique Nationale FAL, LAR, FNC, 308 Match, and Sporter. 
 
(8)  MAS 223.  
 
(9)  HK-91, HK-93, HK-94, and HK-PSG-1. 
 
(10)  The following MAC types: 
 
(A)  RPB Industries Inc. sM10 and sM11. 
 
(B)  SWD Incorporated M11. 
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(11)  SKS with detachable magazine. 
 
(12)  SIG AMT, PE-57, SG 550, and SG 551. 
 
(13)  Springfield Armory BM59 and SAR-48. 
 
(14)  Sterling MK-6. 
 
(15)  Steyer AUG. 
 
(16)  Valmet M62S, M71S, and M78S. 
 
(17)  Armalite AR-180. 
 
(18)  Bushmaster Assault Rifle. 
 
(19)  Calico M-900. 
 
(20)  J&R ENG M-68. 
 
(21)  Weaver Arms Nighthawk. 
 
(b)  All of the following specified pistols: 
 
(1)  UZI.  
 
(2)  Encom MP-9 and MP-45. 
 
(3)  The following MAC types: 
 
(A)  RPB Industries Inc. sM10 and sM11. 
 
(B)  SWD Incorporated M-11. 
 
(C)  Advance Armament Inc. M-11. 
 
(D)  Military Armament Corp. Ingram M-11. 
 
(4)  Intratec TEC-9. 
 
(5)  Sites Spectre. 
 
(6)  Sterling MK-7. 
 
(7)  Calico M-950. 
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(8)  Bushmaster Pistol. 
 
(c)  All of the following specified shotguns: 
 
(1)  Franchi SPAS 12 and LAW 12. 
 
(2)  Striker 12. 
 
(3)  The Streetsweeper type S/S Inc. SS/12. 
 
(d)  Any firearm declared to be an assault weapon by the court pursuant to former Section 
12276.5, as it read in Section 3 of Chapter 19 of the Statutes of 1989, Section 1 of Chapter 874 
of the Statutes of 1990, or Section 3 of Chapter 954 of the Statutes of 1991, which is specified as 
an assault weapon in a list promulgated pursuant to former Section 12276.5, as it read in Section 
3 of Chapter 954 of the Statutes of 1991. 
 
(e)  This section is declaratory of existing law and a clarification of the law and the Legislature's 
intent which bans the weapons enumerated in this section, the weapons included in the list 
promulgated by the Attorney General pursuant to former Section 12276.5, as it read in Section 3 
of Chapter 954 of the Statutes of 1991, and any other models that are only variations of those 
weapons with minor differences, regardless of the manufacturer. The Legislature has defined 
assault weapons as the types, series, and models listed in this section because it was the most 
effective way to identify and restrict a specific class of semiautomatic weapons. 
 
(f)  As used in this section, "series" includes all other models that are only variations, with minor 
differences, of those models listed in subdivision (a), regardless of the manufacturer. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 30515 (Deering 2015) 
Further definition of "assault weapon" 
 
(a)  Notwithstanding Section 30510, "assault weapon" also means any of the following: 
 
(1)  A semiautomatic, centerfire rifle that has the capacity to accept a detachable magazine and 
any one of the following: 
 
(A)  A pistol grip that protrudes conspicuously beneath the action of the weapon. 
 
(B)  A thumbhole stock. 
 
(C)  A folding or telescoping stock. 
 
(D)  A grenade launcher or flare launcher. 
 
(E)  A flash suppressor. 
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(F)  A forward pistol grip. 
 
(2)  A semiautomatic, centerfire rifle that has a fixed magazine with the capacity to accept more 
than 10 rounds. 
 
(3)  A semiautomatic, centerfire rifle that has an overall length of less than 30 inches. 
 
(4)  A semiautomatic pistol that has the capacity to accept a detachable magazine and any one of 
the following: 
 
(A)  A threaded barrel, capable of accepting a flash suppressor, forward handgrip, or silencer. 
 
(B)  A second handgrip. 
 
(C)  A shroud that is attached to, or partially or completely encircles, the barrel that allows the 
bearer to fire the weapon without burning the bearer's hand, except a slide that encloses the 
barrel. 
 
(D)  The capacity to accept a detachable magazine at some location outside of the pistol grip. 
 
(5)  A semiautomatic pistol with a fixed magazine that has the capacity to accept more than 10 
rounds. 
 
(6)  A semiautomatic shotgun that has both of the following: 
 
(A)  A folding or telescoping stock. 
 
(B)  A pistol grip that protrudes conspicuously beneath the action of the weapon, thumbhole 
stock, or vertical handgrip. 
 
(7)  A semiautomatic shotgun that has the ability to accept a detachable magazine. 
 
(8)  Any shotgun with a revolving cylinder. 
 
(b)  The Legislature finds a significant public purpose in exempting from the definition of 
"assault weapon" pistols that are designed expressly for use in Olympic target shooting events. 
Therefore, those pistols that are sanctioned by the International Olympic Committee and by USA 
Shooting, the national governing body for international shooting competition in the United 
States, and that were used for Olympic target shooting purposes as of January 1, 2001, and that 
would otherwise fall within the definition of "assault weapon" pursuant to this section are 
exempt, as provided in subdivision (c). 
 
(c)  "Assault weapon" does not include either of the following: 
 
(1)  Any antique firearm. 
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-89

(2)  Any of the following pistols, because they are consistent with the significant public purpose 
expressed in subdivision (b):  
 
(3)  The Department of Justice shall create a program that is consistent with the purposes stated 
in subdivision (b) to exempt new models of competitive pistols that would otherwise fall within 
the definition of "assault weapon" pursuant to this section from being classified as an assault 
weapon. The exempt competitive pistols may be based on recommendations by USA Shooting 
consistent with the regulations contained in the USA Shooting Official Rules or may be based on 
the recommendation or rules of any other organization that the department deems relevant. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 30945 (Deering 2015) 
Possession of .50 MBG rifle without permit 
 
Unless a permit allowing additional uses is first obtained under Section 31000, a person who has 
registered an assault weapon or registered a .50 BMG rifle under this article may possess it only 
under any of the following conditions: 
 
(a)  At that person's residence, place of business, or other property owned by that person, or on 
property owned by another with the owner's express permission. 
 
(b)  While on the premises of a target range of a public or private club or organization organized 
for the purpose of practicing shooting at targets. 
 
(c)  While on a target range that holds a regulatory or business license for the purpose of 
practicing shooting at that target range. 
 
(d)  While on the premises of a shooting club that is licensed pursuant to the Fish and Game 
Code. 
 
(e)  While attending any exhibition, display, or educational project that is about firearms and that 
is sponsored by, conducted under the auspices of, or approved by a law enforcement agency or a 
nationally or state recognized entity that fosters proficiency in, or promotes education about, 
firearms. 
 
(f)  While on publicly owned land, if the possession and use of a firearm described in Section 
30510, 30515, 30520, or 30530, is specifically permitted by the managing agency of the land. 
 
(g)  While transporting the assault weapon or .50 BMG rifle between any of the places 
mentioned in this section, or to any licensed gun dealer, for servicing or repair pursuant to 
Section 31050, if the assault weapon is transported as required by Sections 16850 and 25610. 
 
Cal. Penal Code § 33300 (Deering 2015) 
Permit for manufacture, possession, importation, transportation, or sale 
 
(a)  Upon a showing that good cause exists for issuance of a permit to the applicant, and if the 
Department of Justice finds that issuance of the permit does not endanger the public safety, the 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-90 

department may issue a permit for the manufacture, possession, importation, transportation, or 
sale of short-barreled rifles or short-barreled shotguns. The permit shall be initially valid for a 
period of one year, and renewable annually thereafter. No permit shall be issued to a person who 
is under 18 years of age. 
 
(b)  Good cause, for the purposes of this section, shall be limited to only the following: 
 
(1)  The permit is sought for the manufacture, possession, importation, or use with blank 
cartridges, of a short-barreled rifle or short-barreled shotgun, solely as a prop for a motion 
picture, television, or video production or entertainment event. 
 
(2)  The permit is sought for the manufacture of, exposing for sale, keeping for sale, sale of, 
importation or lending of short-barreled rifles or short-barreled shotguns to the entities listed in 
Section 33220 by persons who are licensed as dealers or manufacturers under the provisions of 
Chapter 53 (commencing with Section 5801) of Title 26 of the United States Code, as amended, 
and the regulations issued pursuant thereto. 
 
Colorado  
 
Colo. Const. art. XX, § 6 
Home Rule for Cities and Towns 
 
The people of each city or town of this state, having a population of two thousand inhabitants as 
determined by the last preceding census taken under the authority of the United States, the state 
of Colorado or said city or town, are hereby vested with, and they shall always have, power to 
make, amend, add to or replace the charter of said city or town, which shall be its organic law 
and extend to all its local and municipal matters. 
 
Such charter and the ordinances made pursuant thereto in such matters shall supersede within the 
territorial limits and other jurisdiction of said city or town any lawof the state in conflict 
therewith. 
 
Proposals for charter conventions shall be submitted by the city council or board of trustees, or 
other body in which the legislative powers of the city or town shall then be vested, at special 
elections, or at general, state or municipal elections, upon petition filed by qualified electors, all 
in reasonable conformity with section 5 of this article, and all proceedings thereon or thereafter 
shall be in reasonable conformity with sections 4 and 5 of this article. 
 
From and after the certifying to and filing with the secretary of state of a charter framed and 
approved in reasonable conformity with the provisions of this article, such city or town, and the 
citizens thereof, shall have the powers set out in sections 1, 4 and 5 of this article, and all other 
powers necessary, requisite or proper for the government and administration of its local and 
municipal matters, including power to legislate upon, provide, regulate, conduct and control: 
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a.  The creation and terms of municipal officers, agencies and employments; the definition, 
regulation and alteration of the powers, duties, qualifications and terms or tenure of all municipal 
officers, agents and employees; 
 
b.  The creation of police courts; the definition and regulation of the jurisdiction, powers and 
duties thereof, and the election or appointment of police magistrates therefor; 
 
c.  The creation of municipal courts; the definition and regulation of the jurisdiction, powers and 
duties thereof, and the election or appointment of the officers thereof; 
 
d.  All matters pertaining to municipal elections in such city or town, and to electoral votes 
therein on measures submitted under the charter or ordinances thereof, including the calling or 
notice and the date of such election or vote, the registration of voters, nominations, nomination 
and election systems, judges and clerks of election, the form of ballots, balloting, challenging, 
canvassing, certifying the result, securing the purity of elections, guarding against abuses of the 
elective franchise, and tending to make such elections or electoral votes non-partisan in 
character; 
 
e.  The issuance, refunding and liquidation of all kinds of municipal obligations, including bonds 
and other obligations of park, water and local improvement districts; 
 
f.  The consolidation and management of park or water districts in such cities or towns or within 
the jurisdiction thereof; but no such consolidation shall be effective until approved by the vote of 
a majority, in each district to be consolidated, of the qualified electors voting therein upon the 
question; 
 
g.  The assessment of property in such city or town for municipal taxation and the levy and 
collection of taxes thereon for municipal purposes and special assessments for local 
improvements; such assessments, levy and collection of taxes and special assessments to be 
made by municipal officials or by the county or state officials as may be provided by the charter; 
 
h.  The imposition, enforcement and collection of fines and penalties for the violation of any of 
the provisions of the charter, or of any ordinance adopted in pursuance of the charter. 
 
It is the intention of this article to grant and confirm to the people of all municipalities coming 
within its provisions the full right of self-government in both local and municipal matters and the 
enumeration herein of certain powers shall not be construed to deny such cities and towns, and to 
the people thereof, any right or power essential or proper to the full exercise of such right. 
 
The statutes of the state of Colorado, so far as applicable, shall continue to apply to such cities 
and towns, except insofar as superseded by the charters of such cities and towns or by ordinance 
passed pursuant to such charters. 
 
All provisions of the charters of the city and county of Denver and the cities of Pueblo, Colorado 
Springs and Grand Junction, as heretofore certified to and filed with the secretary of state, and of 
the charter of any other city heretofore approved by a majority of those voting thereon and 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-92 

certified to and filed with the secretary of state, which provisions are not in conflict with this 
article, and all elections and electoral votes heretofore had under and pursuant thereto, are hereby 
ratified, affirmed and validated as of their date. 
 
Any act in violation of the provisions of such charter or of any ordinance thereunder shall be 
criminal and punishable as such when so provided by any statute now or hereafter in force. 
 
The provisions of this section 6 shall apply to the city and county of Denver. 
 
This article shall be in all respects self-executing. 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-9-118 (2015) 
Firearms, explosives, or incendiary devices in facilities of public transportation 
 
A person commits a class 6 felony if, without legal authority, he has any loaded firearm or 
explosive or incendiary device, as defined in section 9-7-103, C.R.S., in his possession in, or 
carries, brings, or causes to be carried or brought any of such items into, any facility of public 
transportation, as defined in section 18-9-115 (4). 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-12-102 (2015) 
Possessing a dangerous or illegal weapon - affirmative defense 
 
(1)  As used in this section, the term "dangerous weapon" means a firearm silencer, machine gun, 
short shotgun, short rifle, or ballistic knife. 
 
(2)  As used in this section, the term "illegal weapon" means a blackjack, gas gun, metallic 
knuckles, gravity knife, or switchblade knife. 
 
(3)  A person who knowingly possesses a dangerous weapon commits a class 5 felony. Each 
subsequent violation of this subsection (3) by the same person shall be a class 4 felony. 
 
(4)  A person who knowingly possesses an illegal weapon commits a class 1 misdemeanor. 
 
(5)  It shall be an affirmative defense to the charge of possessing a dangerous weapon, or to the 
charge of possessing an illegal weapon, that the person so accused was a peace officer or 
member of the armed forces of the United States or Colorado National Guard acting in the lawful 
discharge of his duties, or that said person has a valid permit and license for possession of such 
weapon. 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-12-105 (2015) 
Unlawfully carrying a concealed weapon - unlawful possession of weapons 
 
(1)  A person commits a class 2 misdemeanor if such person knowingly and unlawfully: 
 
(a)  Carries a knife concealed on or about his or her person; or 
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(b)  Carries a firearm concealed on or about his or her person; or 
 
(c)  Without legal authority, carries, brings, or has in such person's possession a firearm or any 
explosive, incendiary, or other dangerous device on the property of or within any building in 
which the chambers, galleries, or offices of the general assembly, or either house thereof, are 
located, or in which a legislative hearing or meeting is being or is to be conducted, or in which 
the official office of any member, officer, or employee of the general assembly is located. 
 
(d)  (Deleted by amendment, L. 93, p. 964, § 1, effective July 1, 1993.) 
 
(2)  It shall not be an offense if the defendant was: 
 
(a)  A person in his or her own dwelling or place of business or on property owned or under his 
or her control at the time of the act of carrying; or 
 
(b)  A person in a private automobile or other private means of conveyance who carries a 
weapon for lawful protection of such person's or another's person or property while traveling; or 
 
(c)  A person who, at the time of carrying a concealed weapon, held a valid written permit to 
carry a concealed weapon issued pursuant to section 18-12-105.1, as it existed prior to its repeal, 
or, if the weapon involved was a handgun, held a valid permit to carry a concealed handgun or a 
temporary emergency permit issued pursuant to part 2 of this article; except that it shall be an 
offense under this section if the person was carrying a concealed handgun in violation of the 
provisions of section 18-12-214; or 
 
(d)  A peace officer, as described in section 16-2.5-101, C.R.S., when carrying a weapon in 
conformance with the policy of the employing agency as provided in section 16-2.5-101 (2), 
C.R.S.; or 
 
(e)  (Deleted by amendment, L. 2003, p. 1624, § 46, effective August 6, 2003.) 
 
(f)  A United States probation officer or a United States pretrial services officer while on duty 
and serving in the state of Colorado under the authority of rules and regulations promulgated by 
the judicial conference of the United States. 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-12-108 (2015) 
Possession of weapons by previous offenders 
 
(1)  A person commits the crime of possession of a weapon by a previous offender if the person 
knowingly possesses, uses, or carries upon his or her person a firearm as described in section 18-
1-901 (3) (h) or any other weapon that is subject to the provisions of this article subsequent to the 
person's conviction for a felony, or subsequent to the person's conviction for attempt or 
conspiracy to commit a felony, under Colorado or any other state's law or under federal law. 
 
(2)  (a) Except as otherwise provided by paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subsection (2), a person 
commits a class 6 felony if the person violates subsection (1) of this section. 
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(b)  A person commits a class 5 felony, as provided by section 18-12-102, if the person violates 
subsection (1) of this section and the weapon is a dangerous weapon, as defined in section 18-12-
102 (1). 
 
(c)  A person commits a class 5 felony if the person violates subsection (1) of this section and the 
person's previous conviction was for burglary, arson, or any felony involving the use of force or 
the use of a deadly weapon and the violation of subsection (1) of this section occurs as follows: 
 
(I)  From the date of conviction to ten years after the date of conviction, if the person was not 
incarcerated; or 
 
(II)  From the date of conviction to ten years after the date of release from confinement, if such 
person was incarcerated or, if subject to supervision imposed as a result of conviction, ten years 
after the date of release from supervision. 
 
(d)  Any sentence imposed pursuant to this subsection (2) shall run consecutively with any prior 
sentences being served by the offender. 
 
(3)  A person commits the crime of possession of a weapon by a previous offender if the person 
knowingly possesses, uses, or carries upon his or her person a firearm as described in section 18-
1-901 (3) (h) or any other weapon that is subject to the provisions of this article subsequent to the 
person's adjudication for an act which, if committed by an adult, would constitute a felony, or 
subsequent to the person's adjudication for attempt or conspiracy to commit a felony, under 
Colorado or any other state's law or under federal law. 
 
(4)  (a) Except as otherwise provided by paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subsection (4), a person 
commits a class 6 felony if the person violates subsection (3) of this section. 
 
(b)  A person commits a class 5 felony, as provided by section 18-12-102, if the person violates 
subsection (3) of this section and the weapon is a dangerous weapon, as defined in section 18-12-
102 (1). 
 
(c)  A person commits a class 5 felony if the person commits the conduct described in subsection 
(3) of this section and the person's previous adjudication was based on an act that, if committed 
by an adult, would constitute burglary, arson, or any felony involving the use of force or the use 
of a deadly weapon and the violation of subsection (3) of this section occurs as follows: 
 
(I)  From the date of adjudication to ten years after the date of adjudication, if the person was not 
committed to the department of institutions, or on or after July 1, 1994, to the department of 
human services; or 
 
(II)  From the date of adjudication to ten years after the date of release from commitment, if such 
person was committed to the department of institutions, or on or after July 1, 1994, to the 
department of human services or, if subject to supervision imposed as a result of an adjudication, 
ten years after the date of release from supervision. 
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(d)  Any sentence imposed pursuant to this subsection (4) shall run consecutively with any prior 
sentences being served by the offender. 
 
(5)  A second or subsequent offense under paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (2) and 
paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (4) of this section is a class 4 felony. 
 
(6)  (a) Upon the discharge of any inmate from the custody of the department of corrections, the 
department shall provide a written advisement to such inmate of the prohibited acts and penalties 
specified in this section. The written advisement, at a minimum, shall include the written 
statement specified in paragraph (c) of this subsection (6). 
 
(b)  Any written stipulation for deferred judgment and sentence entered into by a defendant 
pursuant to section 18-1.3-102 shall contain a written advisement of the prohibited acts and 
penalties specified in this section. The written advisement, at a minimum, shall include the 
written statement specified in paragraph (c) of this subsection (6). 
 
(c)  The written statement shall provide that: 
 
(I)  (A) A person commits the crime of possession of a weapon by a previous offender in 
violation of this section if the person knowingly possesses, uses, or carries upon his or her person 
a firearm as described in section 18-1-901 (3) (h), or any other weapon that is subject to the 
provisions of this title subsequent to the person's conviction for a felony, or subsequent to the 
person's conviction for attempt or conspiracy to commit a felony, or subsequent to the person's 
conviction for a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence as defined in 18 U.S.C. sec. 921 (a) 
(33) (A), or subsequent to the person's conviction for attempt or conspiracy to commit such 
misdemeanor crime of domestic violence; and 
 
(B)  For the purposes of this paragraph (c), "felony" means any felony under Colorado law, 
federal law, or the laws of any other state; and 
 
(II)  A violation of this section may result in a sentence of imprisonment or fine, or both. 
 
(d)  The act of providing the written advisement described in this subsection (6) or the failure to 
provide such advisement may not be used as a defense to any crime charged and may not provide 
any basis for collateral attack on, or for appellate relief concerning, any conviction. 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-12-108.7 (2015) 
Unlawfully providing or permitting a juvenile to possess a handgun - penalty - unlawfully 
providing a firearm other than a handgun to a juvenile - penalty 
 
(1)  (a) Any person who intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly provides a handgun with or 
without remuneration to any person under the age of eighteen years in violation of section 18-12-
108.5 or any person who knows of such juvenile's conduct which violates section 18-12-108.5 
and fails to make reasonable efforts to prevent such violation commits the crime of unlawfully 
providing a handgun to a juvenile or permitting a juvenile to possess a handgun. 
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(b)  Unlawfully providing a handgun to a juvenile or permitting a juvenile to possess a handgun 
in violation of this subsection (1) is a class 4 felony. 
 
(2)  (a) Any person who intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly provides a handgun to a juvenile 
or permits a juvenile to possess a handgun, even though such person is aware of a substantial risk 
that such juvenile will use a handgun to commit a felony offense, or who, being aware of such 
substantial risk, fails to make reasonable efforts to prevent the commission of the offense, 
commits the crime of unlawfully providing or permitting a juvenile to possess a handgun. A 
person shall be deemed to have violated this paragraph (a) if such person provides a handgun to 
or permits the possession of a handgun by any juvenile who has been convicted of a crime of 
violence, as defined in section 18-1.3-406, or any juvenile who has been adjudicated a juvenile 
delinquent for an offense which would constitute a crime of violence, as defined in section 18-
1.3-406, if such juvenile were an adult. 
 
(b)  Unlawfully providing a handgun to a juvenile or permitting a juvenile to possess a handgun 
in violation of this subsection (2) is a class 4 felony. 
 
(3)  With regard to firearms other than handguns, no person shall sell, rent, or transfer ownership 
or allow unsupervised possession of a firearm with or without remuneration to any juvenile 
without the consent of the juvenile's parent or legal guardian. Unlawfully providing a firearm 
other than a handgun to a juvenile in violation of this subsection (3) is a class 1 misdemeanor. 
 
(4)  It shall not be an offense under this section if a person believes that a juvenile will physically 
harm the person if the person attempts to disarm the juvenile or prevent the juvenile from 
committing a violation of section 18-12-108.5. 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-12-202 (2015) 
Definitions 
 
As used in this part 2, unless the context otherwise requires: 
 
(1)  Repealed. 
 
(2)  "Certified instructor" means an instructor for a firearms safety course who is certified as a 
firearms instructor by: 
 
(a)  A county, municipal, state, or federal law enforcement agency; 
 
(b)  The peace officers standards and training board created in section 24-31-302, C.R.S.; 
 
(c)  A federal military agency; or 
 
(d)  A national nonprofit organization that certifies firearms instructors, operates national 
firearms competitions, and provides training, including courses in personal protection, in small 
arms safety, use, and marksmanship. 
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(3)  "Chronically and habitually uses alcoholic beverages to the extent that the applicant's normal 
faculties are impaired" means: 
 
(a)  The applicant has at any time been committed as an alcoholic pursuant to section 27-81-111 
or 27-81-112, C.R.S.; or 
 
(b)  Within the ten-year period immediately preceding the date on which the permit application is 
submitted, the applicant: 
 
(I)  Has been committed as an alcoholic pursuant to section 27-81-109 or 27-81-110, C.R.S.; or 
 
(II)  Has had two or more alcohol-related convictions under section 42-4-1301 (1) or (2), C.R.S., 
or a law of another state that has similar elements, or revocations related to misdemeanor, 
alcohol-related convictions under section 42-2-126, C.R.S., or a law of another state that has 
similar elements. 
 
(4)  "Handgun" means a handgun as defined in section 18-12-101 (1) (e.5); except that the term 
does not include a machine gun as defined in section 18-12-101 (1) (g). 
 
(5)  (a) "Handgun training class" means: 
 
(I)  A law enforcement training firearms safety course; 
 
(II)  A firearms safety course offered by a law enforcement agency, an institution of higher 
education, or a public or private institution or organization or firearms training school, that is 
open to the general public and is taught by a certified instructor; or 
 
(III)  A firearms safety course or class that is offered and taught by a certified instructor. 
 
(b)  Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of this subsection (5), "handgun training class" does not 
include any firearms safety course that allows a person to complete the entire course: 
 
(I)  Via the internet or an electronic device; or 
 
(II)  In any location other than the physical location where the certified instructor offers the 
course. 
 
(6)  "Permit" means a permit to carry a concealed handgun issued pursuant to the provisions of 
this part 2; except that "permit" does not include a temporary emergency permit issued pursuant 
to section 18-12-209. 
 
(7)  "Sheriff" means the sheriff of a county, or his or her designee, or the official who has the 
duties of a sheriff in a city and county, or his or her designee. 
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(8)  "Training certificate" means a certificate, affidavit, or other document issued by the 
instructor, school, club, or organization that conducts a handgun training class that evidences an 
applicant's successful completion of the class requirements. 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-12-203 (2015) 
Criteria for obtaining a permit 
 
(1)  Beginning May 17, 2003, except as otherwise provided in this section, a sheriff shall issue a 
permit to carry a concealed handgun to an applicant who: 
 
(a)  Is a legal resident of the state of Colorado. For purposes of this part 2, a person who is a 
member of the armed forces and is stationed pursuant to permanent duty station orders at a 
military installation in this state, and a member of the person's immediate family living in 
Colorado, shall be deemed to be a legal resident of the state of Colorado. 
 
(b)  Is twenty-one years of age or older; 
 
(c)  Is not ineligible to possess a firearm pursuant to section 18-12-108 or federal law; 
 
(d)  Has not been convicted of perjury under section 18-8-503, in relation to information 
provided or deliberately omitted on a permit application submitted pursuant to this part 2; 
 
(e)  
 
(I)  Does not chronically and habitually use alcoholic beverages to the extent that the applicant's 
normal faculties are impaired. 
 
(II)  The prohibition specified in this paragraph (e) shall not apply to an applicant who provides 
an affidavit, signed by a professional counselor or addiction counselor who is licensed pursuant 
to article 43 of title 12, C.R.S., and specializes in alcohol addiction, stating that the applicant has 
been evaluated by the counselor and has been determined to be a recovering alcoholic who has 
refrained from using alcohol for at least three years. 
 
(f)  Is not an unlawful user of or addicted to a controlled substance as defined in section 18-18-
102 (5). Whether an applicant is an unlawful user of or addicted to a controlled substance shall 
be determined as provided in federal law and regulations. 
 
(g)  Is not subject to: 
 
(I)  A protection order issued pursuant to section 18-1-1001 or section 19-2-707, C.R.S., that is 
in effect at the time the application is submitted; or 
 
(II)  A permanent protection order issued pursuant to article 14 of title 13, C.R.S.; or 
 
(III)  A temporary protection order issued pursuant to article 14 of title 13, C.R.S., that is in 
effect at the time the application is submitted; 
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(h)  Demonstrates competence with a handgun by submitting: 
 
(I)  Evidence of experience with a firearm through participation in organized shooting 
competitions or current military service; 
 
(II)  Evidence that, at the time the application is submitted, the applicant is a certified instructor; 
 
(III)  Proof of honorable discharge from a branch of the United States armed forces within the 
three years preceding submittal of the application; 
 
(IV)  Proof of honorable discharge from a branch of the United States armed forces that reflects 
pistol qualifications obtained within the ten years preceding submittal of the application; 
 
(V)  A certificate showing retirement from a Colorado law enforcement agency that reflects 
pistol qualifications obtained within the ten years preceding submittal of the application; or 
 
(VI)  A training certificate from a handgun training class obtained within the ten years preceding 
submittal of the application. The applicant shall submit the original training certificate or a 
photocopy thereof that includes the original signature of the class instructor. To the extent 
permitted by section 18-12-202 (5), in obtaining a training certificate from a handgun training 
class, the applicant shall have discretion in selecting which handgun training class to complete. 
 
(2)  Regardless of whether an applicant meets the criteria specified in subsection (1) of this 
section, if the sheriff has a reasonable belief that documented previous behavior by the applicant 
makes it likely the applicant will present a danger to self or others if the applicant receives a 
permit to carry a concealed handgun, the sheriff may deny the permit. 
 
(3)  (a) The sheriff shall deny, revoke, or refuse to renew a permit if an applicant or a permittee 
fails to meet one of the criteria listed in subsection (1) of this section and may deny, revoke, or 
refuse to renew a permit on the grounds specified in subsection (2) of this section. 
 
(b)  Following issuance of a permit, if the issuing sheriff has a reasonable belief that a permittee 
no longer meets the criteria specified in subsection (1) of this section or that the permittee 
presents a danger as described in subsection (2) of this section, the sheriff shall suspend the 
permit until such time as the matter is resolved and the issuing sheriff determines that the 
permittee is eligible to possess a permit as provided in this section. 
 
(c)  If the sheriff suspends or revokes a permit, the sheriff shall notify the permittee in writing, 
stating the grounds for suspension or revocation and informing the permittee of the right to seek 
a second review by the sheriff, to submit additional information for the record, and to seek 
judicial review pursuant to section 18-12-207. 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-12-204 (2015) 
Permit contents - validity - carrying requirements 
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(1)  (a) Each permit shall bear a color photograph of the permittee and shall display the signature 
of the sheriff who issues the permit. In addition, the sheriffs of this state shall ensure that all 
permits issued pursuant to this part 2 contain the same items of information and are the same size 
and the same color. 
 
(b)  A permit is valid for a period of five years after the date of issuance and may be renewed as 
provided in section 18-12-211. A permit issued pursuant to this part 2, including a temporary 
emergency permit issued pursuant to section 18-12-209, is effective in all areas of the state, 
except as otherwise provided in section 18-12-214. 
 
(2)  (a) A permittee, in compliance with the terms of a permit, may carry a concealed handgun as 
allowed by state law. The permittee shall carry the permit, together with valid photo 
identification, at all times during which the permittee is in actual possession of a concealed 
handgun and shall produce both documents upon demand by a law enforcement officer. Failure 
to produce a permit upon demand by a law enforcement officer raises a rebuttable presumption 
that the person does not have a permit. Failure to carry and produce a permit and valid photo 
identification upon demand as required in this subsection (2) is a class 1 petty offense. A charge 
of failure to carry and produce a permit and valid photo identification upon demand pursuant to 
this subsection (2) shall be dismissed by the court if, at or before the permittee's scheduled court 
appearance, the permittee exhibits to the court a valid permit and valid photo identification, both 
of which were issued to the permittee prior to the date on which the permittee was charged with 
failure to carry and produce a permit and valid photo identification upon demand. 
 
(b)  The provisions of paragraph (a) of this subsection (2) apply to temporary emergency permits 
issued pursuant to section 18-12-209. 
 
(3)  (a) A person who may lawfully possess a handgun may carry a handgun under the following 
circumstances without obtaining a permit and the handgun shall not be considered concealed: 
 
(I)  The handgun is in the possession of a person who is in a private automobile or in some other 
private means of conveyance and who carries the handgun for a legal use, including self-defense; 
or 
 
(II)  The handgun is in the possession of a person who is legally engaged in hunting activities 
within the state. 
 
(b)  The provisions of this subsection (3) shall not be construed to authorize the carrying of a 
handgun in violation of the provisions of section 18-12-105 or 18-12-105.5. 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-12-302 (2015) 
Large-capacity magazines prohibited - penalties - exceptions 
 
(1)  (a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, on and after July 1, 2013, a person who 
sells, transfers, or possesses a large-capacity magazine commits a class 2 misdemeanor. 
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(b)  Any person who violates this subsection (1) after having been convicted of a prior violation 
of said subsection (1) commits a class 1 misdemeanor. 
 
(c)  Any person who violates this subsection (1) commits a class 6 felony if the person possessed 
a large-capacity magazine during the commission of a felony or any crime of violence, as 
defined in section 18-1.3-406. 
 
(2)  (a) A person may possess a large-capacity magazine if he or she: 
 
(I)  Owns the large-capacity magazine on July 1, 2013; and 
 
(II)  Maintains continuous possession of the large-capacity magazine. 
 
(b)  If a person who is alleged to have violated subsection (1) of this section asserts that he or she 
is permitted to legally possess a large-capacity magazine pursuant to paragraph (a) of this 
subsection (2), the prosecution has the burden of proof to refute the assertion. 
 
(3)  The offense described in subsection (1) of this section shall not apply to: 
 
(a)  An entity, or any employee thereof engaged in his or her employment duties, that 
manufactures large-capacity magazines within Colorado exclusively for transfer to, or any 
licensed gun dealer, as defined in section 12-26.1-106 (6), C.R.S., or any employee thereof 
engaged in his or her official employment duties, that sells large-capacity magazines exclusively 
to: 
 
(I)  A branch of the armed forces of the United States; 
 
(II)  A department, agency, or political subdivision of the state of Colorado, or of any other state, 
or of the United States government; 
 
(III)  A firearms retailer for the purpose of firearms sales conducted outside the state; 
 
(IV)  A foreign national government that has been approved for such transfers by the United 
States government; or 
 
(V)  An out-of-state transferee who may legally possess a large-capacity magazine; or 
 
(b)  An employee of any of the following agencies who bears a firearm in the course of his or her 
official duties: 
 
(I)  A branch of the armed forces of the United States; or 
 
(II)  A department, agency, or political subdivision of the state of Colorado, or of any other state, 
or of the United States government; or 
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(c)  A person who possesses the magazine for the sole purpose of transporting the magazine to an 
out-of-state entity on behalf of a manufacturer of large-capacity magazines within Colorado. 
 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 29-11.7-103 (2015) 
Regulation - type of firearm – prohibited 
 
A local government may not enact an ordinance, regulation, or other law that prohibits the sale, 
purchase, or possession of a firearm that a person may lawfully sell, purchase, or possess under 
state or federal law. Any such ordinance, regulation, or other law enacted by a local government 
prior to March 18, 2003, is void and unenforceable. 
 
Connecticut  
 
Conn. Const. art. I, § 15 
Right to Bear Arms 
 
Every citizen has a right to bear arms in defense of himself and the state. 
 
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 29-27 (2015) 
"Pistol" and "Revolver" defined 
 
The term “pistol” and the term “revolver”, as used in sections 29-28 to 29-38, inclusive, mean 
any firearm having a barrel less than twelve inches in length. 
 
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 29-28 (2015) 
Permit for sale at retail of pistol or revolver. Permit to carry pistol or revolver. 
Confidentiality of name and address of permit holder. Permits for out-of-state residents 
 
(a)  No person who sells ten or more pistols or revolvers in a calendar year or is a federally 
licensed firearm dealer shall advertise, sell, deliver, or offer or expose for sale or delivery, or 
have in such person’s possession with intent to sell or deliver, any pistol or revolver at retail 
without having a permit therefor issued as provided in this subsection. The chief of police or, 
where there is no chief of police, the warden of the borough or the first selectman of the town, as 
the case may be, may, upon the application of any person, issue a permit in such form as may be 
prescribed by the Commissioner of Emergency Services and Public Protection for the sale at 
retail of pistols and revolvers within the jurisdiction of the authority issuing such permit. No 
permit for the sale at retail of any pistol or revolver shall be issued unless the applicant holds a 
valid eligibility certificate for a pistol or revolver issued pursuant to section 29-36f or a valid 
state permit to carry a pistol or revolver issued pursuant to subsection (b) of this section and the 
applicant submits documentation sufficient to establish that local zoning requirements have been 
met for the location where the sale is to take place, except that any person selling or exchanging 
a pistol or revolver for the enhancement of a personal collection or for a hobby or who sells all or 
part of such person’s personal collection of pistols or revolvers shall not be required to submit 
such documentation for the location where the sale or exchange is to take place. 
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-103

(b)  Upon the application of any person having a bona fide permanent residence within the 
jurisdiction of any such authority, such chief of police, warden or selectman may issue a 
temporary state permit to such person to carry a pistol or revolver within the state, provided such 
authority shall find that such applicant intends to make no use of any pistol or revolver which 
such applicant may be permitted to carry under such permit other than a lawful use and that such 
person is a suitable person to receive such permit. No state or temporary state permit to carry a 
pistol or revolver shall be issued under this subsection if the applicant (1) has failed to 
successfully complete a course approved by the Commissioner of Emergency Services and 
Public Protection in the safety and use of pistols and revolvers including, but not limited to, a 
safety or training course in the use of pistols and revolvers available to the public offered by a 
law enforcement agency, a private or public educational institution or a firearms training school, 
utilizing instructors certified by the National Rifle Association or the Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection and a safety or training course in the use of pistols or revolvers 
conducted by an instructor certified by the state or the National Rifle Association, (2) has been 
convicted of (A) a felony, or (B) on or after October 1, 1994, a violation of section 21a-279 or 
section 53a-58, 53a-61, 53a-61a, 53a-62, 53a-63, 53a-96, 53a-175, 53a-176, 53a-178 or 53a-
181d, (3) has been convicted as delinquent for the commission of a serious juvenile offense, as 
defined in section 46b-120, (4) has been discharged from custody within the preceding twenty 
years after having been found not guilty of a crime by reason of mental disease or defect 
pursuant to section 53a-13, (5) (A) has been confined in a hospital for persons with psychiatric 
disabilities, as defined in section 17a-495, within the preceding sixty months by order of a 
probate court, or (B) has been voluntarily admitted on or after October 1, 2013, to a hospital for 
persons with psychiatric disabilities, as defined in section 17a-495, within the preceding six 
months for care and treatment of a psychiatric disability and not solely for being an alcohol-
dependent person or a drug-dependent person as those terms are defined in section 17a-680, (6) 
is subject to a restraining or protective order issued by a court in a case involving the use, 
attempted use or threatened use of physical force against another person, (7) is subject to a 
firearms seizure order issued pursuant to subsection (d) of section 29-38c after notice and 
hearing, (8) is prohibited from shipping, transporting, possessing or receiving a firearm pursuant 
to 18 USC 922(g)(4), (9) is an alien illegally or unlawfully in the United States, or (10) is less 
than twenty-one years of age. Nothing in this section shall require any person who holds a valid 
permit to carry a pistol or revolver on October 1, 1994, to participate in any additional training in 
the safety and use of pistols and revolvers. No person may apply for a temporary state permit to 
carry a pistol or revolver more than once within any twelve-month period, and no temporary 
state permit to carry a pistol or revolver shall be issued to any person who has applied for such 
permit more than once within the preceding twelve months. Any person who applies for a 
temporary state permit to carry a pistol or revolver shall indicate in writing on the application, 
under penalty of false statement in such manner as the issuing authority prescribes, that such 
person has not applied for a temporary state permit to carry a pistol or revolver within the past 
twelve months. Upon issuance of a temporary state permit to carry a pistol or revolver to the 
applicant, the local authority shall forward the original application to the commissioner. Not later 
than sixty days after receiving a temporary state permit, an applicant shall appear at a location 
designated by the commissioner to receive the state permit. The commissioner may then issue, to 
any holder of any temporary state permit, a state permit to carry a pistol or revolver within the 
state. Upon issuance of the state permit, the commissioner shall make available to the permit 
holder a copy of the law regarding the permit holder’s responsibility to report the loss or theft of 
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a firearm and the penalties associated with the failure to comply with such law. Upon issuance of 
the state permit, the commissioner shall forward a record of such permit to the local authority 
issuing the temporary state permit. The commissioner shall retain records of all applications, 
whether approved or denied. The copy of the state permit delivered to the permittee shall be 
laminated and shall contain a full-face photograph of such permittee. A person holding a state 
permit issued pursuant to this subsection shall notify the issuing authority within two business 
days of any change of such person’s address. The notification shall include the old address and 
the new address of such person. 
 
(c)  No issuing authority may require any sworn member of the Department of Emergency 
Services and Public Protection or an organized local police department to furnish such sworn 
member’s residence address in a permit application. The issuing authority shall allow each such 
sworn member who has a permit to carry a pistol or revolver issued by such authority to revise 
such member’s application to include a business or post office address in lieu of the residence 
address. The issuing authority shall notify each such member of the right to revise such 
application. 
 
(d)  Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 1-210 and 1-211, the name and address of a 
person issued a permit to sell at retail pistols and revolvers pursuant to subsection (a) of this 
section or a state or a temporary state permit to carry a pistol or revolver pursuant to subsection 
(b) of this section, or a local permit to carry pistols and revolvers issued by local authorities prior 
to October 1, 2001, shall be confidential and shall not be disclosed, except (1) such information 
may be disclosed to law enforcement officials acting in the performance of their duties, 
including, but not limited to, employees of the United States Probation Office acting in the 
performance of their duties and parole officers within the Department of Correction acting in the 
performance of their duties, (2) the issuing authority may disclose such information to the extent 
necessary to comply with a request made pursuant to section 29-33, 29-37a or 29-38m for 
verification that such state or temporary state permit is still valid and has not been suspended or 
revoked, and the local authority may disclose such information to the extent necessary to comply 
with a request made pursuant to section 29-33, 29-37a or 29-38m for verification that a local 
permit is still valid and has not been suspended or revoked, and (3) such information may be 
disclosed to the Commissioner of Mental Health and Addiction Services to carry out the 
provisions of subsection (c) of section 17a-500. 
 
(e)  The issuance of any permit to carry a pistol or revolver does not thereby authorize the 
possession or carrying of a pistol or revolver in any premises where the possession or carrying of 
a pistol or revolver is otherwise prohibited by law or is prohibited by the person who owns or 
exercises control over such premises. 
 
(f)  Any bona fide resident of the United States having no bona fide permanent residence within 
the jurisdiction of any local authority in the state, but who has a permit or license to carry a pistol 
or revolver issued by the authority of another state or subdivision of the United States, may apply 
directly to the Commissioner of Emergency Services and Public Protection for a permit to carry 
a pistol or revolver in this state. All provisions of subsections (b), (c), (d) and (e) of this section 
shall apply to applications for a permit received by the commissioner under this subsection. 
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-105

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 29-35 (2015) 
Carrying of pistol or revolver without permit prohibited. Exceptions 
 
(a)   No person shall carry any pistol or revolver upon his or her person, except when such person 
is within the dwelling house or place of business of such person, without a permit to carry the 
same issued as provided in section 29-28. The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to the 
carrying of any pistol or revolver by any parole officer or peace officer of this state, or any 
Department of Motor Vehicles inspector appointed under section 14-8 and certified pursuant to 
section 7-294d, or parole officer or peace officer of any other state while engaged in the pursuit 
of official duties, or federal marshal or federal law enforcement agent, or to any member of the 
armed forces of the United States, as defined in section 27-103, or of this state, as defined in 
section 27-2, when on duty or going to or from duty, or to any member of any military 
organization when on parade or when going to or from any place of assembly, or to the 
transportation of pistols or revolvers as merchandise, or to any person transporting any pistol or 
revolver while contained in the package in which it was originally wrapped at the time of sale 
and while transporting the same from the place of sale to the purchaser’s residence or place of 
business, or to any person removing such person’s household goods or effects from one place to 
another, or to any person while transporting any such pistol or revolver from such person’s place 
of residence or business to a place or individual where or by whom such pistol or revolver is to 
be repaired or while returning to such person’s place of residence or business after the same has 
been repaired, or to any person transporting a pistol or revolver in or through the state for the 
purpose of taking part in competitions, taking part in formal pistol or revolver training, repairing 
such pistol or revolver or attending any meeting or exhibition of an organized collectors’ group if 
such person is a bona fide resident of the United States and is permitted to possess and carry a 
pistol or revolver in the state or subdivision of the United States in which such person resides, or 
to any person transporting a pistol or revolver to and from a testing range at the request of the 
issuing authority, or to any person transporting an antique pistol or revolver, as defined in section 
29-33. For the purposes of this subsection, “formal pistol or revolver training” means pistol or 
revolver training at a locally approved or permitted firing range or training facility, and 
“transporting a pistol or revolver” means transporting a pistol or revolver that is unloaded and, if 
such pistol or revolver is being transported in a motor vehicle, is not readily accessible or 
directly accessible from the passenger compartment of the vehicle or, if such pistol or revolver is 
being transported in a motor vehicle that does not have a compartment separate from the 
passenger compartment, such pistol or revolver shall be contained in a locked container other 
than the glove compartment or console. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the 
carrying of a pistol or revolver during formal pistol or revolver training or repair. 
 
(b)  The holder of a permit issued pursuant to section 29-28, as amended by this act, shall carry 
such permit upon one’s person while carrying such pistol or revolver. Such holder shall present 
his or her permit upon the request of a law enforcement officer who has reasonable suspicion of 
a crime for purposes of verification of the validity of the permit or identification of the holder, 
provided such holder is carrying a pistol or revolver that is observed by such law enforcement 
officer. 
 
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 29-38 (2015) 
Weapon in vehicles. Penalty. Exceptions 
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(a)  Any person who knowingly has, in any vehicle owned, operated or occupied by such person, 
any weapon, any pistol or revolver for which a proper permit has not been issued as provided in 
section 29-28 or any machine gun which has not been registered as required by section 53-202, 
shall be guilty of a class D felony, and the presence of any such weapon, pistol or revolver, or 
machine gun in any vehicle shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of this section by the 
owner, operator and each occupant thereof. The word “weapon”, as used in this section, means 
any BB. gun, any blackjack, any metal or brass knuckles, any police baton or nightstick, any dirk 
knife or switch knife, any knife having an automatic spring release device by which a blade is 
released from the handle, having a blade of over one and one-half inches in length, any stiletto, 
any knife the edged portion of the blade of which is four inches or more in length, any martial 
arts weapon or electronic defense weapon, as defined in section 53a-3, or any other dangerous or 
deadly weapon or instrument. 
 
(b)  The provisions of this section shall not apply to: (1) Any officer charged with the 
preservation of the public peace while engaged in the pursuit of such officer’s official duties; (2) 
any security guard having a baton or nightstick in a vehicle while engaged in the pursuit of such 
guard’s official duties; (3) any person enrolled in and currently attending a martial arts school, 
with official verification of such enrollment and attendance, or any certified martial arts 
instructor, having any such martial arts weapon in a vehicle while traveling to or from such 
school or to or from an authorized event or competition; (4) any person having a BB. gun in a 
vehicle provided such weapon is unloaded and stored in the trunk of such vehicle or in a locked 
container other than the glove compartment or console; and (5) any person having a knife, the 
edged portion of the blade of which is four inches or more in length, in a vehicle if such person is 
(A) any member of the armed forces of the United States, as defined in section 27-103, or any 
reserve component thereof, or of the armed forces of the state, as defined in section 27-2, when 
on duty or going to or from duty, (B) any member of any military organization when on parade 
or when going to or from any place of assembly, (C) any person while transporting such knife as 
merchandise or for display at an authorized gun or knife show, (D) any person while lawfully 
removing such person’s household goods or effects from one place to another, or from one 
residence to another, (E) any person while actually and peaceably engaged in carrying any such 
knife from such person’s place of abode or business to a place or person where or by whom such 
knife is to be repaired, or while actually and peaceably returning to such person’s place of abode 
or business with such knife after the same has been repaired, (F) any person holding a valid 
hunting, fishing or trapping license issued pursuant to chapter 490 or any saltwater fisherman 
while having such knife in a vehicle for lawful hunting, fishing or trapping activities, or (G) any 
person participating in an authorized historic reenactment. 
 
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 29-38d (2015) 
Interstate transportation of firearms through state 
 
(a)   The provisions of sections 29-35 and 29-38 shall not apply to the interstate transportation of 
firearms through this state in accordance with 18 USC 926A and 927, as amended from time to 
time, by any person who is not otherwise prohibited from shipping, transporting, receiving or 
possessing a firearm. Such person may transport a firearm for any lawful purpose from any place 
where such person may lawfully possess and carry such firearm through this state to any other 
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place where such person may lawfully possess and carry such firearm provided such 
transportation is in accordance with subsection (b) of this section. 
 
(b)   During the transportation of a firearm through this state as authorized in subsection (a) of 
this section, such firearm shall be unloaded and neither such firearm nor any ammunition being 
transported shall be readily accessible or directly accessible from the passenger compartment of 
the vehicle. If the vehicle does not have a compartment separate from the passenger 
compartment, such firearm shall be unloaded and such firearm and any ammunition being 
transported shall be contained in a locked container other than the glove compartment or console. 
 
(c)   No person who is transporting a firearm through this state in accordance with this section 
may use or carry such firearm or sell, deliver or otherwise transfer such firearm while in this 
state.  
 
Delaware 
 
Del. Code Ann. tit. 11, § 1301 (2015) 
Disorderly conduct; unclassified misdemeanor 
 
A person is guilty of disorderly conduct when: 
(1) The person intentionally causes public inconvenience, annoyance or alarm to any other 
person, or creates a risk thereof by: 
 
a. Engaging in fighting or in violent, tumultuous or threatening behavior; or 
 
b. Making an unreasonable noise or an offensively coarse utterance, gesture or display, or 
addressing abusive language to any person present; or 
 
c. Disturbing any lawful assembly or meeting of persons without lawful authority; or 
 
d. Obstructing vehicular or pedestrian traffic; or 
 
e. Congregating with other persons in a public place and refusing to comply with a lawful order 
of the police to disperse; or 
 
f. Creating a hazardous or physically offensive condition which serves no legitimate purpose; or 
 
g. Congregating with other persons in a public place while wearing masks, hoods or other 
garments rendering their faces unrecognizable, for the purpose of and in a manner likely to 
imminently subject any person to the deprivation of any rights, privileges or immunities secured 
by the Constitution or laws of the United States of America. 
 
(2) The person engages with at least 1 other person in a course of disorderly conduct as defined 
in paragraph (1) of this section which is likely to cause substantial harm or serious 
inconvenience, annoyance or alarm, and refuses or knowingly fails to obey an order to disperse 
made by a peace officer to the participants. 
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Disorderly conduct is an unclassified misdemeanor. 
 
Del. Code Ann. tit. 11, § 1460 (2015) 
Possession of firearm while under the influence 
 
(a) A person is guilty of possession of a firearm while under the influence of alcohol or drugs 
when the person possesses a firearm in a public place while under the influence of alcohol or 
drugs. It shall be an affirmative defense to prosecution under this section that, the firearm was 
not readily operable, or that the person was not in possession of ammunition for the firearm. The 
Superior Court shall have original and exclusive jurisdiction over a violation of this section. 
 
(b) For purposes of this section, the following definitions shall apply: 
 
(1) "Not readily operable" means that the firearm is disassembled, broken down, or stored in a 
manner to prevent its immediate use. 
 
(2) "Possess," "possession" or "possesses" means that the person has the item under his or her 
dominion and authority, and that said item is at the relevant time physically available and 
accessible to the person. 
 
(3) "Public place" means a place to which the public or a substantial group of persons has access 
and includes highways, transportation facilities, schools, places of amusement, parks, 
playgrounds, restaurants, bars, taverns, and hallways, lobbies and other portions of apartment 
houses and hotels not constituting rooms or apartments designed for actual residence. 
 
(4) "Under the influence of alcohol or drugs" means: 
 
a. Having an amount of alcohol in a sample of the person's blood equivalent to .08 or more 
grams of alcohol per hundred milliliters of blood, or an amount of alcohol in a sample of breath 
equivalent to .08 or more grams per 210 liters of breath. A person shall be guilty, without regard 
to the person's alcohol concentration at the time of possession of a firearm in violation thereof, if 
such person's alcohol concentration is .08 or more within 4 hours after the person was found to 
be in possession of a firearm, and that alcohol concentration is the result of an amount of alcohol 
present in, or consumed by such person when that person was in possession of a firearm; or 
 
b. Being manifestly under the influence of alcohol or any illicit or recreational drug, as defined 
in § 4177(c) of Title 21, or any other drug not administered or prescribed to be taken by a 
physician, to the degree that the person may be in danger or endanger other persons or property, 
or annoy persons in the vicinity, provided that no person shall be "under the influence of alcohol 
or drugs" for purposes of this section when the person has not used or consumed an illicit or 
recreational drug prior to or during an alleged violation, but has only used or consumed such 
drug after the person has allegedly violated this section and only such use or consumption after 
such alleged violation caused the person's blood to contain an amount of alcohol or drug or an 
amount of a substance or compound that is the result of the use or consumption of the drug 
within 4 hours after the time of the alleged violation thereof. 
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(c) A law-enforcement officer who has probable cause to believe that a person has violated this 
section may, with or without the consent of the person, take reasonable steps to conduct chemical 
testing to determine the person's alcohol concentration or the presence of illicit or recreational 
drugs. A person's refusal to submit to chemical testing shall be admissible in any trial arising 
from a violation of this section. 
 
(d)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (d)(2) of this section, possession of a firearm while under 
the influence is a class A misdemeanor. 
 
(2) Possession of a firearm while under the influence is a class G felony if the conviction is for 
an offense that was committed after a previous conviction for possession of a firearm while 
under the influence. 
 
Del. Code Ann. tit. 22, § 111 (2015) 
Limitation on firearm regulation 
 
(a)  The municipal governments shall enact no law, ordinance or regulation prohibiting, 
restricting or licensing the ownership, transfer, possession or transportation of firearms or 
components of firearms or ammunition except that the discharge of a firearm may be regulated; 
provided any law, ordinance or regulation incorporates the justification defenses as found in Title 
11. Nothing contained herein shall be construed to invalidate municipal ordinances existing 
before July 4, 1985, and any ordinance enacted after July 4, 1985, is hereby repealed. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of this section to the contrary, the City of Wilmington may, in 
addition to the nature and extent of regulation permitted by this section, enact any law or 
ordinance governing the possession or concealment of a paintball gun within its corporate limits 
as it deems necessary to protect the public safety. 
 
(b)  Subsection (a) of this section notwithstanding, municipal governments may adopt ordinances 
regulating the possession of firearms, ammunition, components of firearms, or explosives in 
police stations and municipal buildings which contain all of the provisions contained in this 
subsection. Any ordinance adopted by a municipal government regulating possession of 
firearms, ammunition, components of firearms, or explosives in police stations or municipal 
buildings shall require that all areas where possession is restricted are clearly identified by a 
conspicuous sign posted at each entrance to the restricted areas. The sign may also specify that 
persons in violation may be denied entrance to the building or be ordered to leave the building. 
Any ordinance adopted by municipal governments relating to possession in police stations or 
municipal buildings shall also state that any person who immediately foregoes entry or 
immediately exits such building due to the possession of a firearm, ammunition, components of 
firearms, or explosives shall not be guilty of violating the ordinance. Municipal governments 
may establish penalties for any intentional violation of such ordinance as deemed necessary to 
protect public safety. An ordinance adopted by the municipal government shall not prevent the 
following in municipal buildings or police stations: 
 
(1)  Possession of firearms, components of firearms, and ammunition or explosives by law-
enforcement officers; 
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(2)  Law-enforcement agencies receiving shipments or delivery of firearms, components of 
firearms, ammunition or explosives; 
 
(3)  Law-enforcement agencies conducting firearms safety and training programs; 
 
(4)  Law-enforcement agencies from conducting firearm or ammunition public safety programs, 
donation, amnesty, or any other similar programs in police stations or municipal buildings; 
 
(5)  Compliance by persons subject to protection from abuse court orders; 
 
(6)  Carrying firearms and ammunition by persons who hold a valid license pursuant to either § 
1441 or § 1441A of Title 11 so long as the firearm remains concealed except for inadvertent 
display or for self-defense or defense of others; 
 
(7)  Officers or employees of the United States duly authorized to carry a concealed firearm; or 
 
(8)  Agents, messengers and other employees of common carriers, banks, or business firms, 
whose duties require them to protect moneys, valuables and other property and are engaged in 
the lawful execution of such duties. 
 
(c)  For the purposes of this subsection, "municipal building" means a building where a 
municipal government entity meets in its official capacity or containing the offices of elected 
officials and of public employees actively engaged in performing governmental business but 
excluding any parking facility; provided, however, that if such building is not a municipally-
owned or -leased building, such building shall be considered a municipal building for the 
purposes of this section only during the time such government entity is meeting in or occupying 
such a building. 
 
District of Columbia 
 
D.C. Code § 22-4504 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Carrying concealed weapons; possession of weapon during commission of crime of 
violence; penalty 
 
(a)  No person shall carry within the District of Columbia either openly or concealed on or about 
their person, a pistol, without a license issued pursuant to District of Columbia law, or any 
deadly or dangerous weapon. Whoever violates this section shall be punished as provided in § 
22-4515, except that: 
 
(1)  A person who violates this section by carrying a pistol, without a license issued pursuant to 
District of Columbia law, or any deadly or dangerous weapon, in a place other than the person’s 
dwelling place, place of business, or on other land possessed by the person, shall be fined not 
more than the amount set forth in § 22-3571.01 or imprisoned for not more than 5 years, or both; 
or 
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(2)  If the violation of this section occurs after a person has been convicted in the District of 
Columbia of a violation of this section or of a felony, either in the District of Columbia or 
another jurisdiction, the person shall be fined not more than the amount set forth in § 22-
3571.01 or imprisoned for not more than 10 years, or both. 
 
(a-1)  Except as otherwise permitted by law, no person shall carry within the District of 
Columbia a rifle or shotgun. A person who violates this subsection shall be subject to the 
criminal penalties set forth in subsection (a)(1) and (2) of this section. 
 
(b)  No person shall within the District of Columbia possess a pistol, machine gun, shotgun, rifle, 
or any other firearm or imitation firearm while committing a crime of violence or dangerous 
crime as defined in § 22-4501. Upon conviction of a violation of this subsection, the person may 
be sentenced to imprisonment for a term not to exceed 15 years and shall be sentenced to 
imprisonment for a mandatory-minimum term of not less than 5 years and shall not be released 
on parole, or granted probation or suspension of sentence, prior to serving the mandatory-
minimum sentence. 
 
(c)  In addition to any other penalty provided under this section, a person may be fined an 
amount not more than the amount set forth in § 22-3571.01. 
 
Metro. Wash. Airports Auth. Regulations § 8.4 (2015) 
Dangerous Weapon Prohibited 
http://www.mwaa.com/sites/default/files/mwaa_regulations_posted_11-2015.pdf  
 
(1) No person may possess a dangerous weapon within or bring any dangerous weapon into the 
Airports’ terminals or the airfields or any building that opens onto the airfield on which signs are 
posted so as to give reasonable notice to the public unless: 
 
(a) the person is a passenger of an airline and possesses the weapon in one of the Airports’ 
terminals for the sole purposes of (i) presenting such weapon to U.S. Customs agents in advance 
of an international flight, (ii) checking such weapon with his luggage, or (iii) retrieving such 
weapon from the baggage claim area, and the weapon, if a firearm, is unloaded and carried in a 
locked, hard-sided container to which only that person retains the key or combination or (b) the 
weapon is (i) packaged for shipment in a container that is locked or otherwise secured and (ii) if 
a firearm, unloaded, and (iii) brought or possessed on Authority facilities for shipment by air or 
retrieval after shipment by air. 
 
(2) The provisions of this section shall not apply: 
 
(a) to persons authorized by 49 CFR Section 1540.111 to carry a dangerous weapon on their 
persons or accessible property in the sterile areas of the Airports; 
 
(b) to law enforcement officers required to carry firearms while in the performance of their 
official law enforcement duties while on the Airports; 
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(c) to employees or agents of the Authority and the weapon is to be used under Authority 
direction for Authority purposes such as game control; or 
 
(d) to persons who need the weapon in the performance of their duties for legitimate airport 
purposes (such as armored car guards) and the Airport Manager has previously approved, in 
writing, that person possessing a weapon where he would otherwise be prohibited.  
 
The provisions of this section shall not apply:  
 
to persons authorized by 49 CFR Section 1540.111 to carry a dangerous weapon on their persons 
or accessible property in the sterile areas of the Airports;  
 
to law enforcement officers required to carry firearms while in the performance of their official 
law enforcement duties while on the Airports;   
 
to employees or agents of the Authority and the weapon is to be used under Authority direction 
for Authority purposes such as game control; or  
 
to persons who need the weapon in the performance of their duties for legitimate airport 
purposes (such as armored car guards) and the Airport Manager has previously approved, in 
writing, that person possessing a weapon where he would otherwise be prohibited. 
 
Florida  
 
Fla. Const. art. I, § 8 
Right to bear arms 
 
(a)  The right of the people to keep and bear arms in defense of themselves and of the lawful 
authority of the state shall not be infringed, except that the manner of bearing arms may be 
regulated by law. 
 
(b)  There shall be a mandatory period of three days, excluding weekends and legal holidays, 
between the purchase and delivery at retail of any handgun. For the purposes of this section, 
“purchase” means the transfer of money or other valuable consideration to the retailer, and 
“handgun” means a firearm capable of being carried and used by one hand, such as a pistol or 
revolver. Holders of a concealed weapon permit as prescribed in Florida law shall not be subject 
to the provisions of this paragraph. 
 
(c)  The legislature shall enact legislation implementing subsection (b) of this section, effective 
no later than December 31, 1991, which shall provide that anyone violating the provisions of 
subsection (b) shall be guilty of a felony. 
 
(d)  This restriction shall not apply to a trade in of another handgun. 
 
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 790.01 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Unlicensed carrying of concealed weapons or concealed firearms 
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(1)  Except as provided in subsection (3), a person who is not licensed under s. 790.06 and who 
carries a concealed weapon or electric weapon or device on or about his or her person commits a 
misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 
 
(2)  Except as provided in subsection (3), a person who is not licensed under s. 790.06 and who 
carries a concealed firearm on or about his or her person commits a felony of the third degree, 
punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 
 
(3)  This section does not apply to: 
 
(a)  A person who carries a concealed weapon, or a person who may lawfully possess a firearm 
and who carries a concealed firearm, on or about his or her person while in the act of evacuating 
during a mandatory evacuation order issued during a state of emergency declared by the 
Governor pursuant to chapter 252 or declared by a local authority pursuant to chapter 870. As 
used in this subsection, the term “in the act of evacuating” means the immediate and urgent 
movement of a person away from the evacuation zone within 48 hours after a mandatory 
evacuation is ordered. The 48 hours may be extended by an order issued by the Governor. 
 
(b)  A person who carries for purposes of lawful self-defense, in a concealed manner: 
 
1.  A self-defense chemical spray. 
 
2.  A nonlethal stun gun or dart-firing stun gun or other nonlethal electric weapon or device that 
is designed solely for defensive purposes. 
 
(4)  This section does not preclude any prosecution for the use of an electric weapon or device, a 
dart-firing stun gun, or a self-defense chemical spray during the commission of any criminal 
offense under s. 790.07, s. 790.10, s. 790.23, or s. 790.235, or for any other criminal offense. 
 
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 790.015 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Nonresidents who are United States citizens and hold a concealed weapons license in 
another state; reciprocity 
 
(1)  Notwithstanding s. 790.01, a nonresident of Florida may carry a concealed weapon or 
concealed firearm while in this state if the nonresident: 
 
(a)  Is 21 years of age or older. 
 
(b)  Has in his or her immediate possession a valid license to carry a concealed weapon or 
concealed firearm issued to the nonresident in his or her state of residence. 
 
(c)  Is a resident of the United States. 
 
(2)  A nonresident is subject to the same laws and restrictions with respect to carrying a 
concealed weapon or concealed firearm as a resident of Florida who is so licensed. 
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(3)  If the resident of another state who is the holder of a valid license to carry a concealed 
weapon or concealed firearm issued in another state establishes legal residence in this state by: 
 
(a)  Registering to vote; 
 
(b)  Making a statement of domicile pursuant to s. 222.17; or 
 
(c)  Filing for homestead tax exemption on property in this state, 
the license shall remain in effect for 90 days following the date on which the holder of the 
license establishes legal state residence. 
 
(4)  This section applies only to nonresident concealed weapon or concealed firearm 
licenseholders from states that honor Florida concealed weapon or concealed firearm licenses. 
 
(5)  The requirement of paragraph (1)(a) does not apply to a person who: 
 
(a)  Is a servicemember, as defined in s. 250.01; or 
 
(b)  Is a veteran of the United States Armed Forces who was discharged under honorable 
conditions. 
 
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 790.053 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Open carrying of weapons 
 
(1)  Except as otherwise provided by law and in subsection (2), it is unlawful for any person to 
openly carry on or about his or her person any firearm or electric weapon or device. It is not a 
violation of this section for a person licensed to carry a concealed firearm as provided in s. 
790.06(1), and who is lawfully carrying a firearm in a concealed manner, to briefly and openly 
display the firearm to the ordinary sight of another person, unless the firearm is intentionally 
displayed in an angry or threatening manner, not in necessary self-defense. 
 
(2)  A person may openly carry, for purposes of lawful self-defense: 
 
(a)  A self-defense chemical spray. 
 
(b)  A nonlethal stun gun or dart-firing stun gun or other nonlethal electric weapon or device that 
is designed solely for defensive purposes. 
 
(3)  Any person violating this section commits a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable 
as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 
 
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 790.06 (LexisNexis 2015) 
License to carry concealed weapon or firearm 
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(1)  The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services is authorized to issue licenses to 
carry concealed weapons or concealed firearms to persons qualified as provided in this section. 
Each such license must bear a color photograph of the licensee. For the purposes of this section, 
concealed weapons or concealed firearms are defined as a handgun, electronic weapon or device, 
tear gas gun, knife, or billie, but the term does not include a machine gun as defined in s. 
790.001(9). Such licenses shall be valid throughout the state for a period of 7 years from the date 
of issuance. Any person in compliance with the terms of such license may carry a concealed 
weapon or concealed firearm notwithstanding the provisions of s. 790.01. The licensee must 
carry the license, together with valid identification, at all times in which the licensee is in actual 
possession of a concealed weapon or firearm and must display both the license and proper 
identification upon demand by a law enforcement officer. Violations of the provisions of this 
subsection shall constitute a noncriminal violation with a penalty of $25, payable to the clerk of 
the court. 
 
(2)  The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall issue a license if the applicant: 
 
(a)  Is a resident of the United States and a citizen of the United States or a permanent resident 
alien of the United States, as determined by the United States Bureau of Citizenship and 
Immigration Services, or is a consular security official of a foreign government that maintains 
diplomatic relations and treaties of commerce, friendship, and navigation with the United States 
and is certified as such by the foreign government and by the appropriate embassy in this 
country; 
 
(b)  Is 21 years of age or older; 
 
(c)  Does not suffer from a physical infirmity which prevents the safe handling of a weapon or 
firearm; 
 
(d)  Is not ineligible to possess a firearm pursuant to s. 790.23 by virtue of having been convicted 
of a felony; 
 
(e)  Has not been committed for the abuse of a controlled substance or been found guilty of a 
crime under the provisions of chapter 893 or similar laws of any other state relating to controlled 
substances within a 3-year period immediately preceding the date on which the application is 
submitted; 
 
(f)  Does not chronically and habitually use alcoholic beverages or other substances to the extent 
that his or her normal faculties are impaired. It shall be presumed that an applicant chronically 
and habitually uses alcoholic beverages or other substances to the extent that his or her normal 
faculties are impaired if the applicant has been committed under chapter 397 or under the 
provisions of former chapter 396 or has been convicted under s. 790.151 or has been deemed a 
habitual offender under s. 856.011(3), or has had two or more convictions under s. 316.193 or 
similar laws of any other state, within the 3-year period immediately preceding the date on which 
the application is submitted; 
 
(g)  Desires a legal means to carry a concealed weapon or firearm for lawful self-defense; 
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(h)  Demonstrates competence with a firearm by any one of the following: 
 
1.  Completion of any hunter education or hunter safety course approved by the Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission or a similar agency of another state; 
 
2.  Completion of any National Rifle Association firearms safety or training course; 
 
3.  Completion of any firearms safety or training course or class available to the general public 
offered by a law enforcement, junior college, college, or private or public institution or 
organization or firearms training school, utilizing instructors certified by the National Rifle 
Association, Criminal Justice Standards and Training Commission, or the Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services; 
 
4.  Completion of any law enforcement firearms safety or training course or class offered for 
security guards, investigators, special deputies, or any division or subdivision of law 
enforcement or security enforcement; 
 
5.  Presents evidence of equivalent experience with a firearm through participation in organized 
shooting competition or military service; 
 
6.  Is licensed or has been licensed to carry a firearm in this state or a county or municipality of 
this state, unless such license has been revoked for cause; or 
 
7.  Completion of any firearms training or safety course or class conducted by a state-certified or 
National Rifle Association certified firearms instructor; 
A photocopy of a certificate of completion of any of the courses or classes; or an affidavit from 
the instructor, school, club, organization, or group that conducted or taught said course or class 
attesting to the completion of the course or class by the applicant; or a copy of any document 
which shows completion of the course or class or evidences participation in firearms competition 
shall constitute evidence of qualification under this paragraph; any person who conducts a course 
pursuant to subparagraph 2., subparagraph 3., or subparagraph 7., or who, as an instructor, attests 
to the completion of such courses, must maintain records certifying that he or she observed the 
student safely handle and discharge the firearm; 
 
(i)  Has not been adjudicated an incapacitated person under s. 744.331, or similar laws of any 
other state, unless 5 years have elapsed since the applicant’s restoration to capacity by court 
order; 
 
(j)  Has not been committed to a mental institution under chapter 394, or similar laws of any 
other state, unless the applicant produces a certificate from a licensed psychiatrist that he or she 
has not suffered from disability for at least 5 years prior to the date of submission of the 
application; 
 
(k)  Has not had adjudication of guilt withheld or imposition of sentence suspended on any 
felony or misdemeanor crime of domestic violence unless 3 years have elapsed since probation 
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or any other conditions set by the court have been fulfilled, or the record has been sealed or 
expunged; 
 
(l)  Has not been issued an injunction that is currently in force and effect and that restrains the 
applicant from committing acts of domestic violence or acts of repeat violence; and 
 
(m)  Is not prohibited from purchasing or possessing a firearm by any other provision of Florida 
or federal law. 
 
(3)  The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall deny a license if the applicant 
has been found guilty of, had adjudication of guilt withheld for, or had imposition of sentence 
suspended for one or more crimes of violence constituting a misdemeanor, unless 3 years have 
elapsed since probation or any other conditions set by the court have been fulfilled or the record 
has been sealed or expunged. The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall 
revoke a license if the licensee has been found guilty of, had adjudication of guilt withheld for, 
or had imposition of sentence suspended for one or more crimes of violence within the preceding 
3 years. The department shall, upon notification by a law enforcement agency, a court, or the 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement and subsequent written verification, suspend a license 
or the processing of an application for a license if the licensee or applicant is arrested or formally 
charged with a crime that would disqualify such person from having a license under this section, 
until final disposition of the case. The department shall suspend a license or the processing of an 
application for a license if the licensee or applicant is issued an injunction that restrains the 
licensee or applicant from committing acts of domestic violence or acts of repeat violence. 
 
(4)  The application shall be completed, under oath, on a form promulgated by the Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services and shall include: 
 
(a)  The name, address, place and date of birth, race, and occupation of the applicant; 
 
(b)  A statement that the applicant is in compliance with criteria contained within subsections (2) 
and (3); 
 
(c)  A statement that the applicant has been furnished a copy of this chapter and is 
knowledgeable of its provisions; 
 
(d)  A conspicuous warning that the application is executed under oath and that a false answer to 
any question, or the submission of any false document by the applicant, subjects the applicant to 
criminal prosecution under s. 837.06; and 
 
(e)  A statement that the applicant desires a concealed weapon or firearms license as a means of 
lawful self-defense. 
 
(5)  The applicant shall submit to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services or an 
approved tax collector pursuant to s. 790.0625: 
 
(a)  A completed application as described in subsection (4). 
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(b)  A nonrefundable license fee of up to $70 if he or she has not previously been issued a 
statewide license or of up to $60 for renewal of a statewide license. The cost of processing 
fingerprints as required in paragraph (c) shall be borne by the applicant. However, an individual 
holding an active certification from the Criminal Justice Standards and Training Commission as 
a law enforcement officer, correctional officer, or correctional probation officer as defined in s. 
943.10(1), (2), (3), (6), (7), (8), or (9) is exempt from the licensing requirements of this section. 
If such individual wishes to receive a concealed weapons or firearms license, he or she is exempt 
from the background investigation and all background investigation fees, but must pay the 
current license fees regularly required to be paid by nonexempt applicants. Further, a law 
enforcement officer, a correctional officer, or a correctional probation officer as defined in s. 
943.10(1), (2), or (3) is exempt from the required fees and background investigation for a period 
of 1 year after his or her retirement. 
 
(c)  A full set of fingerprints of the applicant administered by a law enforcement agency or the 
Division of Licensing of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services or an approved 
tax collector pursuant to s. 790.0625. 
 
(d)  A photocopy of a certificate, affidavit, or document as described in paragraph (2)(h). 
 
(e)  A full frontal view color photograph of the applicant taken within the preceding 30 days, in 
which the head, including hair, measures 7/8 of an inch wide and 11/8 inches high. inches high. 
 
(6)   
 
(a)  The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, upon receipt of the items listed in 
subsection (5), shall forward the full set of fingerprints of the applicant to the Department of Law 
Enforcement for state and federal processing, provided the federal service is available, to be 
processed for any criminal justice information as defined in s. 943.045. The cost of processing 
such fingerprints shall be payable to the Department of Law Enforcement by the Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services. 
 
(b)  The sheriff’s office shall provide fingerprinting service if requested by the applicant and may 
charge a fee not to exceed $5 for this service. 
 
(c)  The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall, within 90 days after the date of 
receipt of the items listed in subsection (5): 
 
1.  Issue the license; or 
 
2.  Deny the application based solely on the ground that the applicant fails to qualify under the 
criteria listed in subsection (2) or subsection (3). If the Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services denies the application, it shall notify the applicant in writing, stating the ground for 
denial and informing the applicant of any right to a hearing pursuant to chapter 120. 
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3.  In the event the department receives criminal history information with no final disposition on 
a crime which may disqualify the applicant, the time limitation prescribed by this paragraph may 
be suspended until receipt of the final disposition or proof of restoration of civil and firearm 
rights. 
 
(d)  In the event a legible set of fingerprints, as determined by the Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services or the Federal Bureau of Investigation, cannot be obtained after two 
attempts, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall determine eligibility based 
upon the name checks conducted by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. 
 
(e)  A consular security official of a foreign government that maintains diplomatic relations and 
treaties of commerce, friendship, and navigation with the United States and is certified as such 
by the foreign government and by the appropriate embassy in this country must be issued a 
license within 20 days after the date of the receipt of a completed application, certification 
document, color photograph as specified in paragraph (5)(e), and a nonrefundable license fee of 
$300. Consular security official licenses shall be valid for 1 year and may be renewed upon 
completion of the application process as provided in this section. 
 
(7)  The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall maintain an automated listing 
of licenseholders and pertinent information, and such information shall be available online, upon 
request, at all times to all law enforcement agencies through the Florida Crime Information 
Center. 
 
(8)  Within 30 days after the changing of a permanent address, or within 30 days after having a 
license lost or destroyed, the licensee shall notify the Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services of such change. Failure to notify the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
pursuant to the provisions of this subsection shall constitute a noncriminal violation with a 
penalty of $25. 
 
(9)  In the event that a concealed weapon or firearm license is lost or destroyed, the license shall 
be automatically invalid, and the person to whom the same was issued may, upon payment of 
$15 to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, obtain a duplicate, or substitute 
thereof, upon furnishing a notarized statement to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services that such license has been lost or destroyed. 
 
(10)  A license issued under this section shall be suspended or revoked pursuant to chapter 120 if 
the licensee: 
 
(a)  Is found to be ineligible under the criteria set forth in subsection (2); 
 
(b)  Develops or sustains a physical infirmity which prevents the safe handling of a weapon or 
firearm; 
 
(c)  Is convicted of a felony which would make the licensee ineligible to possess a firearm 
pursuant to s. 790.23; 
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(d)  Is found guilty of a crime under the provisions of chapter 893, or similar laws of any other 
state, relating to controlled substances; 
 
(e)  Is committed as a substance abuser under chapter 397, or is deemed a habitual offender 
under s. 856.011(3), or similar laws of any other state; 
 
(f)  Is convicted of a second violation of s. 316.193, or a similar law of another state, within 3 
years of a previous conviction of such section, or similar law of another state, even though the 
first violation may have occurred prior to the date on which the application was submitted; 
 
(g)  Is adjudicated an incapacitated person under s. 744.331, or similar laws of any other state; or 
 
(h)  Is committed to a mental institution under chapter 394, or similar laws of any other state. 
 
(11)   
 
(a)  No less than 90 days before the expiration date of the license, the Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services shall mail to each licensee a written notice of the expiration and a 
renewal form prescribed by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. The licensee 
must renew his or her license on or before the expiration date by filing with the Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services the renewal form containing a notarized affidavit stating that 
the licensee remains qualified pursuant to the criteria specified in subsections (2) and (3), a color 
photograph as specified in paragraph (5)(e), and the required renewal fee. Out-of-state residents 
must also submit a complete set of fingerprints and fingerprint processing fee. The license shall 
be renewed upon receipt of the completed renewal form, color photograph, appropriate payment 
of fees, and, if applicable, fingerprints. Additionally, a licensee who fails to file a renewal 
application on or before its expiration date must renew his or her license by paying a late fee of 
$15. A license may not be renewed 180 days or more after its expiration date, and such a license 
is deemed to be permanently expired. A person whose license has been permanently expired may 
reapply for licensure; however, an application for licensure and fees under subsection (5) must 
be submitted, and a background investigation shall be conducted pursuant to this section. A 
person who knowingly files false information under this subsection is subject to criminal 
prosecution under s. 837.06. 
 
(b)  A license issued to a servicemember, as defined in s. 250.01, is subject to paragraph (a); 
however, such a license does not expire while the servicemember is serving on military orders 
that have taken him or her over 35 miles from his or her residence and shall be extended, as 
provided in this paragraph, for up to 180 days after his or her return to such residence. If the 
license renewal requirements in paragraph (a) are met within the 180-day extension period, the 
servicemember may not be charged any additional costs, such as, but not limited to, late fees or 
delinquency fees, above the normal license fees. The servicemember must present to the 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services a copy of his or her official military orders or 
a written verification from the member’s commanding officer before the end of the 180-day 
period in order to qualify for the extension. 
 
(12)   
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(a)  A license issued under this section does not authorize any person to openly carry a handgun 
or carry a concealed weapon or firearm into: 
 
1.  Any place of nuisance as defined in s. 823.05; 
 
2.  Any police, sheriff, or highway patrol station; 
 
3.  Any detention facility, prison, or jail; 
 
4.  Any courthouse; 
 
5.  Any courtroom, except that nothing in this section would preclude a judge from carrying a 
concealed weapon or determining who will carry a concealed weapon in his or her courtroom; 
 
6.  Any polling place; 
 
7.  Any meeting of the governing body of a county, public school district, municipality, or 
special district; 
 
8.  Any meeting of the Legislature or a committee thereof; 
 
9.  Any school, college, or professional athletic event not related to firearms; 
 
10.  Any elementary or secondary school facility or administration building; 
 
11.  Any career center; 
 
12.  Any portion of an establishment licensed to dispense alcoholic beverages for consumption 
on the premises, which portion of the establishment is primarily devoted to such purpose; 
 
13.  Any college or university facility unless the licensee is a registered student, employee, or 
faculty member of such college or university and the weapon is a stun gun or nonlethal electric 
weapon or device designed solely for defensive purposes and the weapon does not fire a dart or 
projectile; 
 
14.  The inside of the passenger terminal and sterile area of any airport, provided that no person 
shall be prohibited from carrying any legal firearm into the terminal, which firearm is encased 
for shipment for purposes of checking such firearm as baggage to be lawfully transported on any 
aircraft; or 
 
15.  Any place where the carrying of firearms is prohibited by federal law. 
 
(b)  A person licensed under this section shall not be prohibited from carrying or storing a 
firearm in a vehicle for lawful purposes. 
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(c)  This section does not modify the terms or conditions of s. 790.251(7). 
 
(d)  Any person who knowingly and willfully violates any provision of this subsection commits a 
misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 
 
(13)  All moneys collected by the department pursuant to this section shall be deposited in the 
Division of Licensing Trust Fund, and the Legislature shall appropriate from the fund those 
amounts deemed necessary to administer the provisions of this section. All revenues collected, 
less those costs determined by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to be 
nonrecurring or one-time costs, shall be deferred over the 7-year licensure period. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 493.6117, all moneys collected pursuant to this section shall 
not revert to the General Revenue Fund; however, this shall not abrogate the requirement for 
payment of the service charge imposed pursuant to chapter 215. 
 
(14)  All funds received by the sheriff pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be 
deposited into the general revenue fund of the county and shall be budgeted to the sheriff. 
 
(15)  The Legislature finds as a matter of public policy and fact that it is necessary to provide 
statewide uniform standards for issuing licenses to carry concealed weapons and firearms for 
self-defense and finds it necessary to occupy the field of regulation of the bearing of concealed 
weapons or firearms for self-defense to ensure that no honest, law-abiding person who qualifies 
under the provisions of this section is subjectively or arbitrarily denied his or her rights. The 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall implement and administer the 
provisions of this section. The Legislature does not delegate to the Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services the authority to regulate or restrict the issuing of licenses provided for in 
this section, beyond those provisions contained in this section. Subjective or arbitrary actions or 
rules which encumber the issuing process by placing burdens on the applicant beyond those 
sworn statements and specified documents detailed in this section or which create restrictions 
beyond those specified in this section are in conflict with the intent of this section and are 
prohibited. This section shall be liberally construed to carry out the constitutional right to bear 
arms for self-defense. This section is supplemental and additional to existing rights to bear arms, 
and nothing in this section shall impair or diminish such rights. 
 
(16)  The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall maintain statistical 
information on the number of licenses issued, revoked, suspended, and denied. 
 
(17)  As amended by chapter 87-24, Laws of Florida, this section shall be known and may be 
cited as the “Jack Hagler Self Defense Act.” 
 
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 790.10 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Improper exhibition of dangerous weapons or firearms 
 
If any person having or carrying any dirk, sword, sword cane, firearm, electric weapon or device, 
or other weapon shall, in the presence of one or more persons, exhibit the same in a rude, 
careless, angry, or threatening manner, not in necessary self-defense, the person so offending 
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shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 
775.083. 
 
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 790.221 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Possession of short-barrled rifle, short-barreled shotgun, or machine gun; penalty 
 
(1)  It is unlawful for any person to own or to have in his or her care, custody, possession, or 
control any short-barreled rifle, short-barreled shotgun, or machine gun which is, or may readily 
be made, operable; but this section shall not apply to antique firearms. 
 
(2)  A person who violates this section commits a felony of the second degree, punishable as 
provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 
 
(3)  Firearms in violation hereof which are lawfully owned and possessed under provisions of 
federal law are excepted. 
 
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 790.251 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Protection of the right to keep and bear arms in motor vehicles for self-defense and other 
lawful purposes; prohibited acts; duty of public and private employers; immunity from 
liability; enforcement 
 
(1) Short title. — This section may be cited as the “Preservation and Protection of the Right to 
Keep and Bear Arms in Motor Vehicles Act of 2008.” 
 
(2) Definitions. — As used in this section, the term: 
 
(a)  “Parking lot” means any property that is used for parking motor vehicles and is available to 
customers, employees, or invitees for temporary or long-term parking or storage of motor 
vehicles. 
 
(b)  “Motor vehicle” means any automobile, truck, minivan, sports utility vehicle, motor home, 
recreational vehicle, motorcycle, motor scooter, or any other vehicle operated on the roads of this 
state and required to be registered under state law. 
 
(c)  “Employee” means any person who possesses a valid license issued pursuant to s. 790.06 
and: 
 
1.  Works for salary, wages, or other remuneration; 
 
2.  Is an independent contractor; or 
 
3.  Is a volunteer, intern, or other similar individual for an employer. 
 
(d)  “Employer” means any business that is a sole proprietorship, partnership, corporation, 
limited liability company, professional association, cooperative, joint venture, trust, firm, 
institution, or association, or public sector entity, that has employees. 
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(e)  “Invitee” means any business invitee, including a customer or visitor, who is lawfully on the 
premises of a public or private employer. 
 
As used in this section, the term “firearm” includes ammunition and accoutrements attendant to 
the lawful possession and use of a firearm. 
 
(3) Legislative intent; findings. — This act is intended to codify the long-standing legislative 
policy of the state that individual citizens have a constitutional right to keep and bear arms, that 
they have a constitutional right to possess and keep legally owned firearms within their motor 
vehicles for self-defense and other lawful purposes, and that these rights are not abrogated by 
virtue of a citizen becoming a customer, employee, or invitee of a business entity. It is the 
finding of the Legislature that a citizen’s lawful possession, transportation, and secure keeping of 
firearms and ammunition within his or her motor vehicle is essential to the exercise of the 
fundamental constitutional right to keep and bear arms and the constitutional right of self-
defense. The Legislature finds that protecting and preserving these rights is essential to the 
exercise of freedom and individual responsibility. The Legislature further finds that no citizen 
can or should be required to waive or abrogate his or her right to possess and securely keep 
firearms and ammunition locked within his or her motor vehicle by virtue of becoming a 
customer, employee, or invitee of any employer or business establishment within the state, unless 
specifically required by state or federal law. 
 
(4) Prohibited acts. — No public or private employer may violate the constitutional rights of any 
customer, employee, or invitee as provided in paragraphs (a)-(e): 
 
(a)  No public or private employer may prohibit any customer, employee, or invitee from 
possessing any legally owned firearm when such firearm is lawfully possessed and locked inside 
or locked to a private motor vehicle in a parking lot and when the customer, employee, or invitee 
is lawfully in such area. 
 
(b)  No public or private employer may violate the privacy rights of a customer, employee, or 
invitee by verbal or written inquiry regarding the presence of a firearm inside or locked to a 
private motor vehicle in a parking lot or by an actual search of a private motor vehicle in a 
parking lot to ascertain the presence of a firearm within the vehicle. Further, no public or private 
employer may take any action against a customer, employee, or invitee based upon verbal or 
written statements of any party concerning possession of a firearm stored inside a private motor 
vehicle in a parking lot for lawful purposes. A search of a private motor vehicle in the parking lot 
of a public or private employer to ascertain the presence of a firearm within the vehicle may only 
be conducted by on-duty law enforcement personnel, based upon due process and must comply 
with constitutional protections. 
 
(c)  No public or private employer shall condition employment upon either: 
 
1.  The fact that an employee or prospective employee holds or does not hold a license issued 
pursuant to s. 790.06; or 
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2.  Any agreement by an employee or a prospective employee that prohibits an employee from 
keeping a legal firearm locked inside or locked to a private motor vehicle in a parking lot when 
such firearm is kept for lawful purposes. 
 
(d)  No public or private employer shall prohibit or attempt to prevent any customer, employee, 
or invitee from entering the parking lot of the employer’s place of business because the 
customer’s, employee’s, or invitee’s private motor vehicle contains a legal firearm being carried 
for lawful purposes, that is out of sight within the customer’s, employee’s, or invitee’s private 
motor vehicle. 
 
(e)  No public or private employer may terminate the employment of or otherwise discriminate 
against an employee, or expel a customer or invitee for exercising his or her constitutional right 
to keep and bear arms or for exercising the right of self-defense as long as a firearm is never 
exhibited on company property for any reason other than lawful defensive purposes. 
 
This subsection applies to all public sector employers, including those already prohibited from 
regulating firearms under the provisions of s. 790.33. 
 
(5) Duty of care of public and private employers; immunity from liability.  
 
(a)  When subject to the provisions of subsection (4), a public or private employer has no duty of 
care related to the actions prohibited under such subsection. 
 
(b)  A public or private employer is not liable in a civil action based on actions or inactions taken 
in compliance with this section. The immunity provided in this subsection does not apply to civil 
actions based on actions or inactions of public or private employers that are unrelated to 
compliance with this section. 
 
(c)  Nothing contained in this section shall be interpreted to expand any existing duty, or create 
any additional duty, on the part of a public or private employer, property owner, or property 
owner’s agent. 
 
(6) Enforcement. — The Attorney General shall enforce the protections of this act on behalf of 
any customer, employee, or invitee aggrieved under this act. If there is reasonable cause to 
believe that the aggrieved person’s rights under this act have been violated by a public or private 
employer, the Attorney General shall commence a civil or administrative action for damages, 
injunctive relief and civil penalties, and such other relief as may be appropriate under the 
provisions of s. 760.51, or may negotiate a settlement with any employer on behalf of any person 
aggrieved under the act. However, nothing in this act shall prohibit the right of a person 
aggrieved under this act to bring a civil action for violation of rights protected under the act. In 
any successful action brought by a customer, employee, or invitee aggrieved under this act, the 
court shall award all reasonable personal costs and losses suffered by the aggrieved person as a 
result of the violation of rights under this act. In any action brought pursuant to this act, the court 
shall award all court costs and attorney’s fees to the prevailing party. 
 
(7) Exceptions. — The prohibitions in subsection (4) do not apply to: 
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(a)  Any school property as defined and regulated under s. 790.115. 
 
(b)  Any correctional institution regulated under s. 944.47 or chapter 957. 
 
(c)  Any property where a nuclear-powered electricity generation facility is located. 
 
(d)  Property owned or leased by a public or private employer or the landlord of a public or 
private employer upon which are conducted substantial activities involving national defense, 
aerospace, or homeland security. 
 
(e)  Property owned or leased by a public or private employer or the landlord of a public or 
private employer upon which the primary business conducted is the manufacture, use, storage, or 
transportation of combustible or explosive materials regulated under state or federal law, or 
property owned or leased by an employer who has obtained a permit required under 18 U.S.C. s. 
842 to engage in the business of importing, manufacturing, or dealing in explosive materials on 
such property. 
 
(f)  A motor vehicle owned, leased, or rented by a public or private employer or the landlord of a 
public or private employer. 
 
(g)  Any other property owned or leased by a public or private employer or the landlord of a 
public or private employer upon which possession of a firearm or other legal product by a 
customer, employee, or invitee is prohibited pursuant to any federal law, contract with a federal 
government entity, or general law of this state. 
 
Georgia  
 
Ga. Code Ann. §16-11-39 (2015) 
Disorderly conduct   
 
(a) A person commits the offense of disorderly conduct when such person commits any of the 
following: 
 
(1) Acts in a violent or tumultuous manner toward another person whereby such person is  placed 
in reasonable fear of the safety of such person's life, limb, or health;  
 
(2) Acts in a violent or tumultuous manner toward another person whereby the property of such 
person is placed in danger of being damaged or destroyed;  
 
(3) Without provocation, uses to or of another person in such other person's presence, 
opprobrious or abusive words which by their very utterance tend to incite to an immediate breach 
of the peace, that is to say, words which as a matter of common knowledge and under ordinary 
circumstances will, when used to or of another person in such other person's presence, naturally 
tend to provoke violent resentment, that is, words commonly called "fighting words"; or  
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(4) Without provocation, uses obscene and vulgar or profane language in the presence of or by 
telephone to a person under the age of 14 years which threatens an immediate breach of the 
peace. 
 
(b) Any person who commits the offense of disorderly conduct shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 
(c) This Code section shall not be deemed or construed to affect or limit the powers of counties 
or municipal corporations to adopt ordinances or resolutions prohibiting disorderly conduct 
within their respective limits. 
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-43 (2015)  
Obstructing highways, streets, sidewalks, or other public passages   
 
A person who, without authority of law, purposely or recklessly obstructs any highway, street, 
sidewalk, or other public passage in such a way as to render it impassable without unreasonable 
inconvenience or hazard and fails or refuses to remove the obstruction after receiving a 
reasonable official request or the order of a peace officer that he do so, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-125.1 (2015)  
Definitions  
 
As used in this part, the term:  
 
(1) "Handgun" means a firearm of any description, loaded or unloaded, from which any shot, 
bullet, or other missile can be discharged by an action of an explosive where the length of the 
barrel, not including any revolving, detachable, or magazine breech, does not exceed 12 inches; 
provided, however, that the term "handgun" shall not include a gun which discharges a single 
shot of .46 centimeters or less in diameter.  
 
(2) "Knife" means a cutting instrument designed for the purpose of offense and defense 
consisting of a blade that is greater than five inches in length which is fastened to a handle. 
 
(3) "License holder" means a person who holds a valid weapons carry license. 
 
(4) "Long gun" means a firearm with a barrel length of at least 18 inches and overall length of at 
least 26 inches designed or made and intended to be fired from the shoulder and designed or 
made to use the energy of the explosive in a fixed:  
 
(A) Shotgun shell to fire through a smooth bore either a number of ball shot or a single projectile 
for each single pull of the trigger or from which any shot, bullet, or other missile can be 
discharged; or  
 
(B) Metallic cartridge to fire only a single projectile through a rifle bore for each single pull of 
the trigger; provided, however, that the term "long gun" shall not include a gun which discharges 
a single shot of .46 centimeters or less in diameter.  
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(5) "Weapon" means a knife or handgun.  
  
(6) "Weapons carry license" or "license" means a license issued pursuant to Code Section 16-11-
129. 
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-126 (2015) 
Having or carrying handguns, long guns, or other weapons; license requirement; 
exceptions for homes, motor vehicles, private property, and other locations and conditions   
 
(a)  Any person who is not prohibited by law from possessing a handgun or long gun may have 
or carry on his or her person a weapon or long gun on his or her property or inside his or her 
home, motor vehicle, or place of business without a valid weapons carry license. 
 
(b)  Any person who is not prohibited by law from possessing a handgun or long gun may have 
or carry on his or her person a long gun without a valid weapons carry license, provided that if 
the long gun is loaded, it shall only be carried in an open and fully exposed manner. 
 
(c)  Any person who is not prohibited by law from possessing a handgun or long gun may have 
or carry any handgun provided that it is enclosed in a case and unloaded. 
 
(d)  Any person who is not prohibited by law from possessing a handgun or long gun who is 
eligible for a weapons carry license may transport a handgun or long gun in any private 
passenger motor vehicle; provided, however, that private property owners or persons in legal 
control of private property through a lease, rental agreement, licensing agreement, contract, or 
any other agreement to control access to such private property shall have the right to exclude or 
eject a person who is in possession of a weapon or long gun on their private property in 
accordance with paragraph (3) of subsection (b) of Code Section 16-7-21, except as provided in 
Code Section 16-11-135. 
 
(e)  Any person licensed to carry a handgun or weapon in any other state whose laws recognize 
and give effect to a license issued pursuant to this part shall be authorized to carry a weapon in 
this state, but only while the licensee is not a resident of this state; provided, however, that such 
licensee shall carry the weapon in compliance with the laws of this state. 
 
(f)  Any person with a valid hunting or fishing license on his or her person, or any person not 
required by law to have a hunting or fishing license, who is engaged in legal hunting, fishing, or 
sport shooting when the person has the permission of the owner of the land on which the 
activities are being conducted may have or carry on his or her person a handgun or long gun 
without a valid weapons carry license while hunting, fishing, or engaging in sport shooting. 
 
(g)  Notwithstanding Code Sections 12-3-10, 27-3-1.1, 27-3-6, and 16-12-122 through 16-12-
127, any person with a valid weapons carry license may carry a weapon in all parks, historic 
sites, or recreational areas, as such term is defined in Code Section 12-3-10, including all 
publicly owned buildings located in such parks, historic sites, and recreational areas, in wildlife 
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management areas, and on public transportation; provided, however, that a person shall not carry 
a handgun into a place where it is prohibited by federal law. 
 
(h)  
 
(1)  No person shall carry a weapon without a valid weapons carry license unless he or she meets 
one of the exceptions to having such license as provided in subsections (a) through (g) of this 
Code section. 
 
(2)  A person commits the offense of carrying a weapon without a license when he or she 
violates the provisions of paragraph (1) of this subsection. 
 
(i)  Upon conviction of the offense of carrying a weapon without a valid weapons carry license, a 
person shall be punished as follows: 
 
(1)  For the first offense, he or she shall be guilty of a misdemeanor; and 
 
(2)  For the second offense within five years, as measured from the dates of previous arrests for 
which convictions were obtained to the date of the current arrest for which a conviction is 
obtained, and for any subsequent offense, he or she shall be guilty of a felony and, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned for not less than two years and not more than five years. 
 
(j)  Nothing in this Code section shall in any way operate or be construed to affect, repeal, or 
limit the exemptions provided for under Code Section 16-11-130. 
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-127 (2015) 
Carrying weapons in unauthorized locations  
 
(a)  As used in this Code section, the term: 
 
(1)  "Courthouse" means a building occupied by judicial courts and containing rooms in which 
judicial proceedings are held. 
 
(2)  "Government building" means: 
 
(A)  The building in which a government entity is housed; 
 
(B)  The building where a government entity meets in its official capacity; provided, however, 
that if such building is not a publicly owned building, such building shall be considered a 
government building for the purposes of this Code section only during the time such government 
entity is meeting at such building; or 
 
(C)  The portion of any building that is not a publicly owned building that is occupied by a 
government entity. 
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(3)  "Government entity" means an office, agency, authority, department, commission, board, 
body, division, instrumentality, or institution of the state or any county, municipal corporation, 
consolidated government, or local board of education within this state. 
 
(4)  "Parking facility" means real property owned or leased by a government entity, courthouse, 
jail, prison, or place of worship that has been designated by such government entity, courthouse, 
jail, prison, or place of worship for the parking of motor vehicles at a government building or at 
such courthouse, jail, prison, or place of worship. 
 
(b)  Except as provided in Code Section 16-11-127.1 and subsection (d) or (e) of this Code 
section, a person shall be guilty of carrying a weapon or long gun in an unauthorized location 
and punished as for a misdemeanor when he or she carries a weapon or long gun while: 
 
(1)  In a government building as a nonlicense holder; 
 
(2)  In a courthouse; 
 
(3)  In a jail or prison; 
 
(4)  In a place of worship, unless the governing body or authority of the place of worship permits 
the carrying of weapons or long guns by license holders; 
 
(5)  In a state mental health facility as defined in Code Section 37-1-1 which admits individuals 
on an involuntary basis for treatment of mental illness, developmental disability, or addictive 
disease; provided, however, that carrying a weapon or long gun in such location in a manner in 
compliance with paragraph (3) of subsection (d) of this Code section shall not constitute a 
violation of this subsection; 
 
(6)  On the premises of a nuclear power facility, except as provided in Code Section 16-11-
127.2, and the punishment provisions of Code Section 16-11-127.2 shall supersede the 
punishment provisions of this Code section; or 
 
(7)  Within 150 feet of any polling place when elections are being conducted and such polling 
place is being used as a polling place as provided for in paragraph (27) of Code Section 21-2-2, 
except as provided in subsection (i) of Code Section 21-2-413. 
 
(c)  A license holder or person recognized under subsection (e) of Code Section 16-11-126 shall 
be authorized to carry a weapon as provided in Code Section 16-11-135 and in every location in 
this state not listed in subsection (b) or prohibited by subsection (e) of this Code section; 
provided, however, that private property owners or persons in legal control of private property 
through a lease, rental agreement, licensing agreement, contract, or any other agreement to 
control access to such private property shall have the right to exclude or eject a person who is in 
possession of a weapon or long gun on their private property in accordance with paragraph (3) of 
subsection (b) of Code Section 16-7-21, except as provided in Code Section 16-11-135. A 
violation of subsection (b) of this Code section shall not create or give rise to a civil action for 
damages. 
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(d)  Subsection (b) of this Code section shall not apply: 
 
(1)  To the use of weapons or long guns as exhibits in a legal proceeding, provided such weapons 
or long guns are secured and handled as directed by the personnel providing courtroom security 
or the judge hearing the case; 
 
(2)  To a license holder who approaches security or management personnel upon arrival at a 
location described in subsection (b) of this Code section and notifies such security or 
management personnel of the presence of the weapon or long gun and explicitly follows the 
security or management personnel's direction for removing, securing, storing, or temporarily 
surrendering such weapon or long gun; and 
 
(3)  To a weapon or long gun possessed by a license holder which is under the possessor's 
control in a motor vehicle or is in a locked compartment of a motor vehicle or one which is in a 
locked container in or a locked firearms rack which is on a motor vehicle and such vehicle is 
parked in a parking facility. 
 
(e)  
 
(1)  A license holder shall be authorized to carry a weapon in a government building when the 
government building is open for business and where ingress into such building is not restricted or 
screened by security personnel. A license holder who enters or attempts to enter a government 
building carrying a weapon where ingress is restricted or screened by security personnel shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor if at least one member of such security personnel is certified as a peace 
officer pursuant to Chapter 8 of Title 35; provided, however, that a license holder who 
immediately exits such building or immediately leaves such location upon notification of his or 
her failure to clear security due to the carrying of a weapon shall not be guilty of violating this 
subsection or paragraph (1) of subsection (b) of this Code section. A person who is not a license 
holder and who attempts to enter a government building carrying a weapon shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 
 
(2)  Any license holder who violates subsection (b) of this Code section in a place of worship 
shall not be arrested but shall be fined not more than $100.00. Any person who is not a license 
holder who violates subsection (b) of this Code section in a place of worship shall be punished as 
for a misdemeanor. 
 
(f)  Nothing in this Code section shall in any way operate or be construed to affect, repeal, or 
limit the exemptions provided for under Code Section 16-11-130. 
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-129 (2015) 
Weapons carry license; temporary renewal permit; mandamus; verification of license  
 
(a) Application for weapons carry license or renewal license; term. The judge of the probate 
court of each county shall, on application under oath, on payment of a fee of $30.00, and on 
investigation of applicant pursuant to subsections (b) and (d) of this Code section, issue a 
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weapons carry license or renewal license valid for a period of five years to any person whose 
domicile is in that county or who is on active duty with the United States armed forces and who 
is not a domiciliary of this state but who either resides in that county or on a military reservation 
located in whole or in part in that county at the time of such application. Such license or renewal 
license shall authorize that person to carry any weapon in any county of this state 
notwithstanding any change in that person's county of residence or state of domicile. Applicants 
shall submit the application for a weapons carry license or renewal license to the judge of the 
probate court on forms prescribed and furnished free of charge to persons wishing to apply for 
the license or renewal license. An application shall be considered to be for a renewal license if 
the applicant has a weapons carry license or renewal license with 90 or fewer days remaining 
before the expiration of such weapons carry license or renewal license or 30 or fewer days since 
the expiration of such weapons carry license or renewal license regardless of the county of 
issuance of the applicant's expired or expiring weapons carry license or renewal license. An 
applicant who is not a United States citizen shall provide sufficient personal identifying data, 
including without limitation his or her place of birth and United States issued alien or admission 
number, as the Georgia Bureau of Investigation may prescribe by rule or regulation. An applicant 
who is in nonimmigrant status shall provide proof of his or her qualifications for an exception to 
the federal firearm prohibition pursuant to 18 U.S.C. Section 922(y). Forms shall be designed to 
elicit information from the applicant pertinent to his or her eligibility under this Code section, 
including citizenship, but shall not require data which is nonpertinent or irrelevant, such as serial 
numbers or other identification capable of being used as a de facto registration of firearms owned 
by the applicant. The Department of Public Safety shall furnish application forms and license 
forms required by this Code section. The forms shall be furnished to each judge of each probate 
court within this state at no cost.   
 
(b) Licensing exceptions.  
 
(1) As used in this subsection, the term:  
 
(A) "Armed forces" means active duty or a reserve component of the United States Army, United 
States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard, United States Air Force, 
United States National Guard, Georgia Army National Guard, or Georgia Air National Guard. 
 
(B) "Controlled substance" means any drug, substance, or immediate precursor included in the 
definition of controlled substances in paragraph (4) of Code Section 16-13-21.  
 
(C) "Convicted" means an adjudication of guilt. Such term shall not include an order of 
discharge and exoneration pursuant to Article 3 of Chapter 8 of Title 42.  
 
(D) "Dangerous drug" means any drug defined as such in Code Section 16-13-71.  
 
(2) No weapons carry license shall be issued to:  
 
(A) Any person younger than 21 years of age unless he or she:  
 
(i) Is at least 18 years of age;  
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(ii) Provides proof that he or she has completed basic training in the armed forces of the United 
States; and  
 
(iii) Provides proof that he or she is actively serving in the armed forces of the United States or 
has been honorably discharged from such service;  
 
(B) Any person who has been convicted of a felony by a court of this state or any other state; by 
a court of the United States, including its territories, possessions, and dominions; or by a court of 
any foreign nation and has not been pardoned for such felony by the President of the United 
States, the State Board of Pardons and Paroles, or the person or agency empowered to grant 
pardons under the constitution or laws of such state or nation;  
 
(C) Any person against whom proceedings are pending for any felony;  
 
(D) Any person who is a fugitive from justice;  
 
(E) Any person who is prohibited from possessing or shipping a firearm in interstate commerce 
pursuant to subsections (g) and (n) of 18 U.S.C. Section 922;  
 
(F) Any person who has been convicted of an offense arising out of the unlawful manufacture or 
distribution of a controlled substance or other dangerous drug;  
 
(G) Any person who has had his or her weapons carry license revoked pursuant to subsection (e) 
of this Code section within three years of the date of his or her application;  
 
(H) Any person who has been convicted of any of the following:  
 
(i) Carrying a weapon without a weapons carry license in violation of Code Section 16-11-
 126; or  
 
(ii) Carrying a weapon or long gun in an unauthorized location in violation of Code Section 16-
11-127 and has not been free of all restraint or supervision in connection therewith and free of 
any other conviction for at least five years immediately preceding the date of the application; 
 
(I) Any person who has been convicted of any misdemeanor involving the use or possession of a 
controlled substance and has not been free of all restraint or supervision in connection therewith 
or free of:  
 
(i) A second conviction of any misdemeanor involving the use or possession of a controlled 
substance; or  
 
(ii) Any conviction under subparagraphs (E) through (G) of this paragraph for at least five years 
immediately preceding the date of the application;  
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(J) Except as provided for in subsection (b.1) of this Code section, any person who has been 
hospitalized as an inpatient in any mental hospital or alcohol or drug treatment center within the 
five years immediately preceding the application. The judge of the probate court may require any 
applicant to sign a waiver authorizing any mental hospital or treatment center to inform the judge 
whether or not the applicant has been an inpatient in any such facility in the last five years and 
authorizing the superintendent of such facility to make to the judge a recommendation regarding 
whether the applicant is a threat to the safety of others and whether a license to carry a weapon 
should be issued. When such a waiver is required by the judge, the applicant shall pay a fee of 
$3.00 for reimbursement of the cost of making such a report by the mental health hospital, 
alcohol or drug treatment center, or the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental 
Disabilities, which the judge shall remit to the hospital, center, or department. The judge shall 
keep any such hospitalization or treatment information confidential. It shall be at the discretion 
of the judge, considering the circumstances surrounding the hospitalization and the 
recommendation of the superintendent of the hospital or treatment center where the individual as 
a patient, to issue the weapons carry license or renewal license;  
 
(K) Except as provided for in subsection (b.1) of this Code section, any person who has been 
adjudicated mentally incompetent to stand trial; or  
 
(L) Except as provided for in subsection (b.1) of this Code section, any person who has been 
adjudicated not guilty by reason of insanity at the time of the crime pursuant to Part 2 of Article 
6 of Chapter 7 of Title 17.   
 
(b.1) Petitions for relief from certain licensing exceptions.  
 
(1) Persons provided for under subparagraphs (b)(2)(J), (b)(2)(K), and (b)(2)(L) of this Code 
section may petition the court in which such adjudication, hospitalization, or treatment 
proceedings, if any, under Chapter 3 or 7 of Title 37 occurred for relief. A copy of such petition 
for relief shall be served as notice upon the opposing civil party or the prosecuting attorney for 
the state, as the case may be, or their successors, who appeared in the underlying case. Within 30 
days of the receipt of such petition, such court shall hold a hearing on such petition for relief. 
Such prosecuting attorney for the state may represent the interests of the state at such hearing. 
 
(2) At the hearing provided for under paragraph (1) of this subsection, the court shall receive and 
consider evidence in a closed proceeding concerning:  
 
(A) The circumstances which caused the person to be subject to subparagraph (b)(2)(J), 
(b)(2)(K), or (b)(2)(L) of this Code section;  
 
(B) The person's mental health and criminal history records, if any. The judge of such court may 
require any such person to sign a waiver authorizing the superintendent of any mental hospital or 
treatment center to make to the judge a recommendation regarding whether such person is a 
threat to the safety of others. When such a waiver is required by the judge, the applicant shall pay 
a fee of $3.00 for reimbursement of the cost of making such a report by the mental health 
hospital, alcohol or drug treatment center, or the Department of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Disabilities, which the judge shall remit to the hospital, center, or department;  
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(C) The person's reputation which shall be established through character witness statements, 
testimony, or other character evidence; and  
 
(D) Changes in the person's condition or circumstances since such adjudication, hospitalization, 
or treatment proceedings under Chapter 3 or 7 of Title 37.  
 
The judge shall issue an order of his or her decision no later than 30 days after the hearing.  
 
(3) The court shall grant the petition for relief if such court finds by a preponderance of the 
evidence that the person will not likely act in a manner dangerous to public safety in carrying a 
weapon and that granting the relief will not be contrary to the public interest. A record shall be 
kept of the hearing; provided, however, that such records shall remain confidential and be 
disclosed only to a court or to the parties in the event of an appeal. Any appeal of the court's 
ruling on the petition for relief shall be de novo review.  
 
(4) If the court grants such person's petition for relief, the applicable subparagraph (b)(2)(J), 
(b)(2)(K), or (b)(2)(L) of this Code section shall not apply to such person in his or her 
application for a weapons carry license or renewal; provided, however, that such person shall 
comply with all other requirements for the issuance of a weapons carry license or renewal 
license. The clerk of such court shall report such order to the Georgia Crime Information Center 
immediately, but in no case later than ten business days after the date of such order.  
 
(5) A person may petition for relief under this subsection not more than once every two years. In 
the case of a person who has been hospitalized as an inpatient, such person shall not petition for 
relief prior to being discharged from such treatment.   
 
(c) Fingerprinting. Following completion of the application for a weapons carry license, the 
judge of the probate court shall require the applicant to proceed to an appropriate law 
enforcement agency in the county or to any vendor approved by the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation for fingerprint submission services with the completed application so that such 
agency or vendor can capture the fingerprints of the applicant. The law enforcement agency shall 
be entitled to a fee of $5.00 from the applicant for its services in connection with fingerprinting 
and processing of an application. Fingerprinting shall not be required for applicants seeking 
temporary renewal licenses or renewal licenses.   
 
(d) Investigation of applicant; issuance of weapons carry license; renewal.  
 
(1) (A) For weapons carry license applications, the judge of the probate court shall within five 
business days following the receipt of the application or request direct the law enforcement 
agency to request a fingerprint based criminal history records check from the Georgia Crime 
Information Center and Federal Bureau of Investigation for purposes of determining the 
suitability of the applicant and return an appropriate report to the judge of the probate court. 
Fingerprints shall be in such form and of such quality as prescribed by the Georgia Crime 
Information Center and under standards adopted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The 
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Georgia Bureau of Investigation may charge such fee as is necessary to cover the cost of the 
records search. 
 
(B) For requests for license renewals, the presentation of a weapons carry license issued by any 
probate judge in this state shall be evidence to the judge of the probate court to whom a request 
for license renewal is made that the fingerprints of the weapons carry license holder are on file 
with the judge of the probate court who issued the weapons carry license, and the judge of the 
probate court to whom a request for license renewal is made shall, within five business days 
following the receipt of the request, direct the law enforcement agency to request a 
nonfingerprint based criminal history records check from the Georgia Crime Information Center 
and Federal Bureau of Investigation for purposes of determining the suitability of the applicant 
and return an appropriate report to the judge of the probate court to whom a request for license 
renewal is made.  
 
(2) For both weapons carry license applications and requests for license renewals, the judge of 
the probate court shall within five business days following the receipt of the application or 
request also direct the law enforcement agency, in the same manner as provided for in 
subparagraph (d)(1)(B) of this subsection, to conduct a background check using the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation's National Instant Criminal Background Check System and return an 
appropriate report to the probate judge.  
 
(3) When a person who is not a United States citizen applies for a weapons carry license or 
renewal of a license under this Code section, the judge of the probate court shall direct the law 
enforcement agency to conduct a search of the records maintained by United States Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement and return an appropriate report to the probate judge. As a condition 
to the issuance of a license or the renewal of a license, an applicant who is in nonimmigrant 
status shall provide proof of his or her qualifications for an exception to the federal firearm 
prohibition pursuant to 18 U.S.C. Section 922(y).  
 
(4) The law enforcement agency shall report to the judge of the probate court within 30 days, by 
telephone and in writing, of any findings relating to the applicant which may bear on his or her 
eligibility for a weapons carry license or renewal license under the terms of this Code section. 
When no derogatory information is found on the applicant bearing on his or her eligibility to 
obtain a license or renewal license, a report shall not be required. The law enforcement agency 
shall return the application directly to the judge of the probate court within such time period. Not 
later than ten days after the judge of the probate court receives the report from the law 
enforcement agency concerning the suitability of the applicant for a license, the judge of the 
probate court shall issue such applicant a license or renewal license to carry any weapon unless 
facts establishing ineligibility have been reported or unless the judge determines such applicant 
has not met all the qualifications, is not of good moral character, or has failed to comply with any 
of the requirements contained in this Code section. The judge of the probate court shall date 
stamp the report from the law enforcement agency to show the date on which the report was 
received by the judge of the probate court.   
 
(e) Revocation, loss, or damage to license.  
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(1) If, at any time during the period for which the weapons carry license was issued, the judge of 
the probate court of the county in which the license was issued shall learn or have brought to his 
or her attention in any manner any reasonable ground to believe the licensee is not eligible to 
retain the license, the judge may, after notice and hearing, revoke the license of the person upon 
a finding that such person is not eligible for a weapons carry license pursuant to subsection (b) of 
this Code section or an adjudication of falsification of application, mental incompetency, or 
chronic alcohol or narcotic usage. The judge of the probate court shall report such revocation to 
the Georgia Crime Information Center immediately but in no case later than ten days after such 
revocation. It shall be unlawful for any person to possess a license which has been revoked 
pursuant to this paragraph, and any person found in possession of any such revoked license, 
except in the performance of his or her official duties, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  
 
(2) If a person is convicted of any crime or involved in any matter which would make the 
maintenance of a weapons carry license by such person unlawful pursuant to subsection (b) of 
this Code section, the judge of the superior court or state court hearing such case or presiding 
over such matter shall inquire whether such person is the holder of a weapons carry license. If 
such person is the holder of a weapons carry license, then the judge of the superior court or state 
court shall inquire of such person the county of the probate court which issued such weapons 
carry license, or if such person has ever had his or her weapons carry license renewed, then of 
the county of the probate court which most recently issued such person a renewal license. The 
judge of the superior court or state court shall notify the judge of the probate court of such 
county of the matter which makes the maintenance of a weapons carry license by such person to 
be unlawful pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code section. The Council of Superior Court 
Judges of Georgia and The Council of State Court Judges of Georgia shall provide by rule for the 
procedures which judges of the superior court and the judges of the state courts, respectively, are 
to follow for the purposes of this paragraph.  
 
(3) Loss of any license issued in accordance with this Code section or damage to the license in 
any manner which shall render it illegible shall be reported to the judge of the probate court of 
the county in which it was issued within 48 hours of the time the loss or damage becomes known 
to the license holder. The judge of the probate court shall thereupon issue a replacement for and 
shall take custody of and destroy a damaged license; and in any case in which a license has been 
lost, he or she shall issue a cancellation order. The judge shall charge the fee specified in 
subsection (k) of Code Section 15-9-60 for such services.   
 
(f) (1) Weapons carry license specifications. Weapons carry licenses issued prior to January 1, 
2012, shall be in the format specified by the former provisions of this paragraph as they existed 
on June 30, 2013.  
 
(2) On and after January 1, 2012, newly issued or renewal weapons carry licenses shall 
incorporate overt and covert security features which shall be blended with the personal data 
printed on the license to form a significant barrier to imitation, replication, and duplication. 
There shall be a minimum of three different ultraviolet colors used to enhance the security of the 
license incorporating variable data, color shifting characteristics, and front edge only perimeter 
visibility. The weapons carry license shall have a color photograph viewable under ambient light 
on both the front and back of the license. The license shall incorporate custom optical variable 
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devices featuring the great seal of the State of Georgia as well as matching demetalized optical 
variable devices viewable under ambient light from the front and back of the license 
incorporating microtext and unique alphanumeric serialization specific to the license holder. The 
license shall be of similar material, size, and thickness of a credit card and have a holographic 
laminate to secure and protect the license for the duration of the license period.  
 
(3) Using the physical characteristics of the license set forth in paragraph (2) of this subsection, 
The Council of Probate Court Judges of Georgia shall create specifications for the probate courts 
so that all weapons carry licenses in this state shall be uniform and so that probate courts can 
petition the Department of Administrative Services to purchase the equipment and supplies 
necessary for producing such licenses. The department shall follow the competitive bidding 
procedure set forth in Code Section 50-5-102.   
 
(g) Alteration or counterfeiting of license; penalty. A person who deliberately alters or 
counterfeits a weapons carry license or who possesses an altered or counterfeit weapons carry 
license with the intent to misrepresent any information contained in such license shall be guilty 
of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment for a period of not 
less than one nor more than five years.   
 
(h) Licenses for former law enforcement officers. Except as otherwise provided in Code Section 
16-11-130, any person who has served as a law enforcement officer for at least ten of the 12 
years immediately preceding the retirement of such person as a law enforcement officer shall be 
entitled to be issued a weapons carry license as provided for in this Code section without the 
payment of any of the fees provided for in this Code section. Such person shall comply with all 
the other provisions of this Code section relative to the issuance of such licenses. As used in this 
subsection, the term "law enforcement officer" means any peace officer who is employed by the 
United States government or by the State of Georgia or any political subdivision thereof and who 
is required by the terms of his or her employment, whether by election or appointment, to give 
his or her full time to the preservation of public order or the protection of life and property or the 
prevention of crime. Such term shall include conservation rangers.   
 
(i) Temporary renewal licenses.  
 
(1) Any person who holds a weapons carry license under this Code section may, at the time he or 
she applies for a renewal of the license, also apply for a temporary renewal license if less than 90 
days remain before expiration of the license he or she then holds or if the previous license has 
expired within the last 30 days.  
 
(2) Unless the judge of the probate court knows or is made aware of any fact which would make 
the applicant ineligible for a five-year renewal license, the judge shall at the time of application 
issue a temporary renewal license to the applicant.  
 
(3) Such a temporary renewal license shall be in the form of a paper receipt indicating the date 
on which the court received the renewal application and shall show the name, address, sex, age, 
and race of the applicant and that the temporary renewal license expires 90 days from the date of 
issue. 
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(4) During its period of validity the temporary renewal license, if carried on or about the holder's 
person together with the holder's previous license, shall be valid in the same manner and for the 
same purposes as a five-year license.  
 
(5) A $1.00 fee shall be charged by the probate court for issuance of a temporary renewal 
license.  
 
(6) A temporary renewal license may be revoked in the same manner as a five-year license.   
 
(j) Applicant may seek relief. When an eligible applicant fails to receive a license, temporary 
renewal license, or renewal license within the time period required by this Code section and the 
application or request has been properly filed, the applicant may bring an action in mandamus or 
other legal proceeding in order to obtain a license, temporary renewal license, or renewal license. 
When an applicant is otherwise denied a license, temporary renewal license, or renewal license 
and contends that he or she is qualified to be issued a license, temporary renewal license, or 
renewal license, the applicant may bring an action in mandamus or other legal proceeding in 
order to obtain such license. Additionally, the applicant may request a hearing before the judge 
of the probate court relative to the applicant's fitness to be issued such license. Upon the issuance 
of a denial, the judge of the probate court shall inform the applicant of his or her rights pursuant 
to this subsection. If such applicant is the prevailing party, he or she shall be entitled to recover 
his or her costs in such action, including reasonable attorney's fees.   
 
(k) Data base prohibition. A person or entity shall not create or maintain a multijurisdictional 
data base of information regarding persons issued weapons carry licenses.   
 
(l) Verification of license. The judge of a probate court or his or her designee shall be authorized 
to verify the legitimacy and validity of a weapons carry license of a license holder pursuant to a 
subpoena or court order, for public safety purposes to law enforcement agencies pursuant to 
paragraph (40) of subsection (a) of Code Section 50-18-72, and for licensing to a judge of a 
probate court or his or her designee pursuant to paragraph (40) of subsection (a) of Code Section 
50-18-72; provided, however, that the judge of a probate court or his or her designee shall not be 
authorized to provide any further information regarding license holders.  
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-130.2 (2015) 
Carrying a weapon or long gun at a commercial service airport  
 
(a)  No person shall enter the restricted access area of a commercial service airport, in or beyond 
the airport security screening checkpoint, knowingly possessing or knowingly having under his 
or her control a weapon or long gun. Such area shall not include an airport drive, general parking 
area, walkway, or shops and areas of the terminal that are outside the screening checkpoint and 
that are normally open to unscreened passengers or visitors to the airport. Any restricted access 
area shall be clearly indicated by prominent signs indicating that weapons are prohibited in such 
area. 
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(b)  A person who is not a license holder and who violates this Code section shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. A license holder who violates this Code section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor; 
provided, however, that a license holder who is notified at the screening checkpoint for the 
restricted access area that he or she is in possession of a weapon or long gun and who 
immediately leaves the restricted access area following such notification and completion of 
federally required transportation security screening procedures shall not be guilty of violating 
this Code section. 
 
(c)  Any person who violates this Code section with the intent to commit a separate felony 
offense shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not 
less than $1,000.00 nor more than $15,000.00, imprisonment for not less than one nor more than 
ten years, or both. 
 
(d)  Any ordinance, resolution, regulation, or policy of any county, municipality, or other 
political subdivision of this state which is in conflict with this Code section shall be null, void, 
and of no force and effect, and this Code section shall preempt any such ordinance, resolution, 
regulation, or policy. 
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-135 (2015) 
Public or private employer's parking lots; right of privacy in vehicles in employer's 
parking lot or invited guests on lot; severability; rights of action   
 
(a)  Except as provided in this Code section, no private or public employer, including the state 
and its political subdivisions, shall establish, maintain, or enforce any policy or rule that has the 
effect of allowing such employer or its agents to search the locked privately owned vehicles of 
employees or invited guests on the employer's parking lot and access thereto. 
 
(b)  Except as provided in this Code section, no private or public employer, including the state 
and its political subdivisions, shall condition employment upon any agreement by a prospective 
employee that prohibits an employee from entering the parking lot and access thereto when the 
employee's privately owned motor vehicle contains a firearm or ammunition, or both, that is 
locked out of sight within the trunk, glove box, or other enclosed compartment or area within 
such privately owned motor vehicle, provided that any applicable employees possess a Georgia 
weapons carry license. 
 
(c)  Subsection (a) of this Code section shall not apply: 
 
(1)  To searches by certified law enforcement officers pursuant to valid search warrants or valid 
warrantless searches based upon probable cause under exigent circumstances; 
 
(2)  To vehicles owned or leased by an employer; 
 
(3)  To any situation in which a reasonable person would believe that accessing a locked vehicle 
of an employee is necessary to prevent an immediate threat to human health, life, or safety; or 
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(4)  When an employee consents to a search of his or her locked privately owned vehicle by 
licensed private security officers for loss prevention purposes based on probable cause that the 
employee unlawfully possesses employer property. 
 
(d)  Subsections (a) and (b) of this Code section shall not apply: 
 
(1)  To an employer providing applicable employees with a secure parking area which restricts 
general public access through the use of a gate, security station, security officers, or other similar 
means which limit public access into the parking area, provided that any employer policy 
allowing vehicle searches upon entry shall be applicable to all vehicles entering the property and 
applied on a uniform and frequent basis; 
 
(2)  To any penal institution, correctional institution, detention facility, diversion center, jail, or 
similar place of confinement or confinement alternative; 
 
(3)  To facilities associated with electric generation owned or operated by a public utility; 
 
(4)  To any United States Department of Defense contractor, if such contractor operates any 
facility on or contiguous with a United States military base or installation or within one mile of 
an airport; 
 
(5)  To an employee who is restricted from carrying or possessing a firearm on the employer's 
premises due to a completed or pending disciplinary action; 
 
(6)  Where transport of a firearm on the premises of the employer is prohibited by state or federal 
law or regulation; 
 
(7)  To parking lots contiguous to facilities providing natural gas transmission, liquid petroleum 
transmission, water storage and supply, and law enforcement services determined to be so vital 
to the State of Georgia, by a written determination of the Georgia Department of Homeland 
Security, that the incapacity or destruction of such systems and assets would have a debilitating 
impact on public health or safety; or 
 
(8)  To any area used for parking on a temporary basis. 
 
(e)  No employer, property owner, or property owner's agent shall be held liable in any criminal 
or civil action for damages resulting from or arising out of an occurrence involving the 
transportation, storage, possession, or use of a firearm, including, but not limited to, the theft of a 
firearm from an employee's automobile, pursuant to this Code section unless such employer 
commits a criminal act involving the use of a firearm or unless the employer knew that the 
person using such firearm would commit such criminal act on the employer's premises. Nothing 
contained in this Code section shall create a new duty on the part of the employer, property 
owner, or property owner's agent. An employee at will shall have no greater interest in 
employment created by this Code section and shall remain an employee at will. 
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(f)  In any action relating to the enforcement of any right or obligation under this Code section, 
an employer, property owner, or property owner's agent's efforts to comply with other applicable 
federal, state, or local safety laws, regulations, guidelines, or ordinances shall be a complete 
defense to any employer, property owner, or property owner's agent's liability. 
 
(g)  In any action brought against an employer, employer's agent, property owner, or property 
owner's agent relating to the criminal use of firearms in the workplace, the plaintiff shall be 
liable for all legal costs of such employer, employer's agent, property owner, or property owner's 
agent if such action is concluded in such employer, employer's agent, property owner, or 
property owner's agent's favor. 
 
(h)  This Code section shall not be construed so as to require an employer, property owner, or 
property owner's agent to implement any additional security measures for the protection of 
employees, customers, or other persons. Implementation of remedial security measures to 
provide protection to employees, customers, or other persons shall not be admissible in evidence 
to show prior negligence or breach of duty of an employer, property owner, or property owner's 
agent in any action against such employer, its officers or shareholders, or property owners. 
 
(i)  All actions brought based upon a violation of subsection (a) of this Code section shall be 
brought exclusively by the Attorney General. 
 
(j)  In the event that subsection (e) of this Code section is declared or adjudged by any court to be 
invalid or unconstitutional for any reason, the remaining portions of this Code section shall be 
invalid and of no further force or effect. The General Assembly declares that it would not have 
enacted the remaining provisions of this Code section if it had known that such portion hereof 
would be declared or adjudged invalid or unconstitutional. 
 
(k)  Nothing in this Code section shall restrict the rights of private property owners or persons in 
legal control of property through a lease, a rental agreement, a contract, or any other agreement 
to control access to such property. When a private property owner or person in legal control of 
property through a lease, a rental agreement, a contract, or any other agreement is also an 
employer, his or her rights as a private property owner or person in legal control of property shall 
govern. 
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-137 (2015) 
Required possession of weapons carry license or proof of exemption when carrying a 
weapon; detention for investigation of carrying permit   
 
(a)  Every license holder shall have his or her valid weapons carry license in his or her immediate 
possession at all times when carrying a weapon, or if such person is exempt from having a 
weapons carry license pursuant to Code Section 16-11-130 or subsection (c) of Code Section 16-
11-127.1, he or she shall have proof of his or her exemption in his or her immediate possession at 
all times when carrying a weapon, and his or her failure to do so shall be prima-facie evidence of 
a violation of the applicable provision of Code Sections 16-11-126 through 16-11-127.2. 
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(b)  A person carrying a weapon shall not be subject to detention for the sole purpose of 
investigating whether such person has a weapons carry license. 
 
(c)  A person convicted of a violation of this Code section shall be fined not more than $10.00 if 
he or she produces in court his or her weapons carry license, provided that it was valid at the 
time of his or her arrest, or produces proof of his or her exemption. 
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-11-173 (2015) 
Legislative findings; preemption of local regulation and lawsuits; exceptions   
 
(a)  
 
(1)  It is declared by the General Assembly that the regulation of firearms and other weapons is 
properly an issue of general, state-wide concern. 
 
(2)  The General Assembly further declares that the lawful design, marketing, manufacture, and 
sale of firearms and ammunition and other weapons to the public is not unreasonably dangerous 
activity and does not constitute a nuisance per se. 
 
(b)  (1) Except as provided in subsection (c) of this Code section, no county or municipal 
corporation, by zoning, by ordinance or resolution, or by any other means, nor any agency, 
board, department, commission, political subdivision, school district, or authority of this state, 
other than the General Assembly, by rule or regulation or by any other means shall regulate in 
any manner: 
 
(A)  Gun shows; 
 
(B)  The possession, ownership, transport, carrying, transfer, sale, purchase, licensing, or 
registration of firearms or other weapons or components of firearms or other weapons; 
 
(C)  Firearms dealers or dealers of other weapons; or 
 
(D)  Dealers in components of firearms or other weapons. 
 
(2)  The authority to bring suit and right to recover against any weapons, firearms, or 
ammunition manufacturer, trade association, or dealer by or on behalf of any governmental unit 
created by or pursuant to an Act of the General Assembly or the Constitution, or any department, 
agency, or authority thereof, for damages, abatement, or injunctive relief resulting from or 
relating to the lawful design, manufacture, marketing, or sale of weapons, firearms, or 
ammunition to the public shall be reserved exclusively to the state. This paragraph shall not 
prohibit a political subdivision or local government authority from bringing an action against a 
weapons, firearms, or ammunition manufacturer or dealer for breach of contract or express 
warranty as to weapons, firearms, or ammunition purchased by the political subdivision or local 
government authority. 
 
(c)  
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(1)  A county or municipal corporation may regulate the transport, carrying, or possession of 
firearms by employees of the local unit of government, or by unpaid volunteers of such local unit 
of government, in the course of their employment or volunteer functions with such local unit of 
government; provided, however, that the sheriff or chief of police shall be solely responsible for 
regulating and determining the possession, carrying, and transportation of firearms and other 
weapons by employees under his or her respective supervision so long as such regulations 
comport with state and federal law. 
 
(2)  The commanding officer of any law enforcement agency shall regulate and determine the 
possession, carrying, and transportation of firearms and other weapons by employees under his 
or her supervision so long as such regulations comport with state and federal law. 
 
(3)  The district attorney, and the solicitor-general in counties where there is a state court, shall 
regulate and determine the possession, carrying, and transportation of firearms and other 
weapons by county employees under his or her supervision so long as such regulations comport 
with state and federal law. 
 
(d)  Nothing contained in this Code section shall prohibit municipalities or counties, by 
ordinance or resolution, from requiring the ownership of guns by heads of households within the 
political subdivision. 
 
(e)  Nothing contained in this Code section shall prohibit municipalities or counties, by 
ordinance or resolution, from reasonably limiting or prohibiting the discharge of firearms within 
the boundaries of the municipal corporation or county. 
 
(f)  As used in this Code section, the term "weapon" means any device designed or intended to 
be used, or capable of being used, for offense or defense, including but not limited to firearms, 
bladed devices, clubs, electric stun devices, and defense sprays. 
 
(g)  Any person aggrieved as a result of a violation of this Code section may bring an action 
against the person who caused such aggrievement. The aggrieved person shall be entitled to 
reasonable attorney's fees and expenses of litigation and may recover or obtain against the person 
who caused such damages any of the following: 
 
(1)  Actual damages or $100.00, whichever is greater; 
 
(2)  Equitable relief, including, but not limited to, an injunction or restitution of money and 
property; and 
 
(3)  Any other relief which the court deems proper. 
 
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-12-127 (2015) 
Prohibition on firearms, hazardous substances, knives, or other devices; penalty; 
affirmative defenses   
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(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, with the intention of avoiding or interfering with a 
security measure or of introducing into a terminal any explosive, destructive device, or hoax 
device as defined in Code Section 16-7-80; firearm for which such person does not have on his 
or her person a valid weapons carry license issued pursuant to Code Section 16-11-129 unless 
possessing such firearm is prohibited by federal law; hazardous substance as defined by Code 
Section 12-8-92; or knife or other device designed or modified for the purpose of offense and 
defense, to:  
 
(1) Have any such item on or about his or her person, or  
 
(2) Place or cause to be placed or attempt to place or cause to be placed any such item:  
 
(A) In a container or freight of a transportation company;  
 
(B) In the baggage or possessions of any person or any transportation company without the  
   knowledge of the passenger or transportation company; or  
 
(C) Aboard such aircraft, bus, or rail vehicle.  
 
(b) A person violating the provisions of this Code section shall be guilty of a felony and shall, 
upon conviction, be sentenced to imprisonment for not less than one year nor more than 20 years, 
a fine not to exceed $15,000.00, or both. A prosecution under this Code section shall not be 
barred by the imposition of a civil penalty imposed by any governmental entity.  
 
(c) It is an affirmative defense to a violation of this Code section if a person notifies a law 
enforcement officer or other person employed to provide security for a transportation company 
of the presence of such item as soon as possible after learning of its presence and surrenders or 
secures such item as directed by the law enforcement officer or other person employed to 
provide security for a transportation company.  
 
Hawaii  
 
Haw. Admin. Rules § 19-14-3(a)(1), (e) (2015)  
Conduct of the public areas 
 
(a) Restricted  
 
(1) No person shall enter any restricted area without the permission or authorization of the 
director. Any unauthorized person found within, or attempting to gain access to, the operational 
area or other restricted areas designated by the director, may be cited or arrested. Any person 
authorized to be in an operational area, other than a passenger in transit between the aircraft and 
the terminal to board or deplane, shall wear, and display in plain sight a badge, uniform or other 
such identification approved by the director. Persons entering upon the public ramp areas for 
purposes of embarkation or debarkation of an aircraft shall be deemed to have authorization to 
enter thereupon.  
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***  
 
(e) Firearms, explosives and incendiary devices. Except for federal, state, and county law 
enforcement officers, armored car personnel making pickups and deliveries, authorized by the 
director, from and to airport tenants or permittees, and other employees authorized by their air 
carriers to carry firearms, no person may enter a sterile area, or board or attempt to board an air 
carrier aircraft while possessing on or about his person (including carry-on baggage) any firearm, 
explosive or incendiary device.  
 
*** 
 
Haw. Admin. Rules § 19-14-3.1 (2015) 
Keehi Lagoon  
 
The restrictions set forth in section 19-14-3(1), Hawaii Administrative Rules, are applicable to 
all areas of Keehi Lagoon which were set aside to the department under Governor's Executive 
Order Nos. 3201 and 3202. The following additional restrictions shall also apply to the Keehi 
Lagoon area; specifically, no person, except authorized officers and employees of governmental 
agencies acting within the scope of their official functions, shall: 
 
(1) Possess, store, keep, handle, use, dispense, transport or discharge any firearm, explosive, 
incendiary device, air gun or other dangerous articles which are banned from civil aircraft by 
federal, state, or county regulations…. 
 
Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 134-4 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Transfer, possession of firearms  
 
(a) No transfer of any rifle having a barrel length of sixteen inches or over or any shotgun having 
a barrel length of eighteen inches or over, whether usable or unusable, serviceable or 
unserviceable, modern or antique, registered under prior law or by a prior owner, or unregistered 
shall be made to any person under the age of eighteen years, except as provided by section 134-
5. 
 
(b) No person shall possess any firearm that is owned by another, regardless of whether the 
owner has consented to possession of the firearm, without a permit from the chief of police of the 
appropriate county, except as provided in subsection (c) and section 134-5. 
 
(c) Any lawfully acquired rifle or shotgun may be lent to an adult for use within the State for a 
period not to exceed fifteen days without a permit; provided that where the rifle or shotgun is to 
be used outside of the State, the loan may be for a period not to exceed seventy-five days. 
 
(d) No person shall knowingly lend a firearm to any person who is prohibited from ownership or 
possession of a firearm under section 134-7. 
 
(e) After July 1, 1992, no person shall bring or cause to be brought into the State an assault 
pistol. No assault pistol may be sold or transferred on or after July 1, 1992, to anyone within the 
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State other than to a dealer licensed under section 134-32 or the chief of police of any county 
except that any person who obtains title by bequest or intestate succession to an assault pistol 
registered within the State shall, within ninety days, render the weapon permanently inoperable, 
sell or transfer the weapon to a licensed dealer or the chief of police of any county, or remove the 
weapon from the State. 
 
Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 134-9 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Licenses to carry  
 
(a) In an exceptional case, when an applicant shows reason to fear injury to the applicant's person 
or property, the chief of police of the appropriate county may grant a license to an applicant who 
is a citizen of the United States of the age of twenty-one years or more or to a duly accredited 
official representative of a foreign nation of the age of twenty-one years or more to carry a pistol 
or revolver and ammunition therefor concealed on the person within the county where the license 
is granted. Where the urgency or the need has been sufficiently indicated, the respective chief of 
police may grant to an applicant of good moral character who is a citizen of the United States of 
the age of twenty-one years or more, is engaged in the protection of life and property, and is not 
prohibited under section 134-7 from the ownership or possession of a firearm, a license to carry a 
pistol or revolver and ammunition therefor unconcealed on the person within the county where 
the license is granted. The chief of police of the appropriate county, or the chief's designated 
representative, shall perform an inquiry on an applicant by using the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System, to include a check of the Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
databases where the applicant is not a citizen of the United States, before any determination to 
grant a license is made. Unless renewed, the license shall expire one year from the date of issue. 
 
(b) The chief of police of each county shall adopt procedures to require that any person granted a 
license to carry a concealed weapon on the person shall: 
 
(1) Be qualified to use the firearm in a safe manner; 
 
(2) Appear to be a suitable person to be so licensed; 
 
(3) Not be prohibited under section 134-7 from the ownership or possession of a firearm; and 
 
(4) Not have been adjudged insane or not appear to be mentally deranged. 
 
(c) No person shall carry concealed or unconcealed on the person a pistol or revolver without 
being licensed to do so under this section or in compliance with sections 134-5(c) or 134-25. 
 
(d) A fee of $10 shall be charged for each license and shall be deposited in the treasury of the 
county in which the license is granted.  
 
Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 134-26 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Carrying or possessing a loaded firearm on a public highway; penalty  
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(a) It shall be unlawful for any person on any public highway to carry on the person, or to have 
in the person's possession, or to carry in a vehicle any firearm loaded with ammunition; provided 
that this section shall not apply to any person who has in the person's possession or carries a 
pistol or revolver in accordance with a license issued as provided in section 134-9. 
 
(b) Any vehicle used in the commission of an offense under this section shall be forfeited to the 
State, subject to the notice and hearing requirements of chapter 712A. 
 
(c) Any person violating this section shall be guilty of a class B felony.  
 
Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 134-51 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Deadly weapons; prohibitions; penalty  
 
(a) Any person, not authorized by law, who carries concealed upon the person's self or within 
any vehicle used or occupied by the person or who is found armed with any dirk, dagger, 
blackjack, slug shot, billy, metal knuckles, pistol, or other deadly or dangerous weapon shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and may be immediately arrested without warrant by any sheriff, police 
officer, or other officer or person. Any weapon, above enumerated, upon conviction of the one 
carrying or possessing it under this section, shall be summarily destroyed by the chief of police 
or sheriff. 
 
(b) Whoever knowingly possesses or intentionally uses or threatens to use a deadly or dangerous 
weapon while engaged in the commission of a crime shall be guilty of a class C felony. 
 
Idaho 
 
Idaho Const. art. 1, § 11  
Right To Keep and Bear Arms  
 
The people have the right to keep and bear arms, which right shall not be abridged; but this 
provision shall not prevent the passage of laws to govern the carrying of weapons concealed on 
the person nor prevent passage of legislation providing minimum sentences for crimes 
committed while in possession of a firearm, nor prevent the passage of legislation providing 
penalties for the possession of firearms by a convicted felon, nor prevent the passage of any 
legislation punishing the use of a firearm. No law shall impose licensure, registration or special 
taxation on the ownership or possession of firearms or ammunition. Nor shall any law permit the 
confiscation of firearms, except those actually used in the commission of a felony. 
 
Idaho Code Ann. § 18-3302 (2015)  
Concealed Weapons  
 
(1)  The legislature hereby finds that the people of Idaho have reserved for themselves the right 
to keep and bear arms while granting the legislature the authority to regulate the carrying of 
weapons concealed. The provisions of this chapter regulating the carrying of weapons must be 
strictly construed so as to give maximum scope to the rights retained by the people. 
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(2)  As used in this chapter: 
 
(a)  "Concealed weapon" means any deadly weapon carried on or about the person in a manner 
not discernible by ordinary observation; 
 
(b)  "Deadly weapon" means: 
 
(i)  Any dirk, dirk knife, bowie knife, dagger or firearm; 
 
(ii)  Any other weapon, device, instrument, material or substance that is designed and 
manufactured to be readily capable of causing death or serious bodily injury; or 
 
(iii)  Any other weapon, device, instrument, material or substance that is intended by the person 
to be readily capable of causing death or serious bodily injury. 
 
(c)  The term "deadly weapon" does not include: 
 
(i)  Any knife, cleaver or other instrument that is intended by the person to be used in the 
processing, preparation or eating of food; 
 
(ii)  Any knife with a blade four (4) inches or less; or 
 
(iii)  Any taser, stun-gun, pepper spray or mace; 
 
(d)  "Firearm" means any weapon that will, is designed to, or may readily be converted to, expel 
a projectile by the action of an explosive; 
 
(e)  "Loaded" means: 
 
(i)  For a firearm capable of using fixed ammunition, that live ammunition is present in: 
 
1.  The chamber or chambers of the firearm; 
 
2.  Any internal magazine of the firearm; or 
 
3.  A detachable magazine inserted in the firearm; 
 
(ii)  For a firearm that is not capable of using fixed ammunition, that the firearm contains: 
 
1.  A propellant charge; and 
 
2.  A priming cap or primer cap. 
 
(3)  No person shall carry concealed weapons on or about his person without a license to carry 
concealed weapons, except: 
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(a)  In the person's place of abode or fixed place of business; 
 
(b)  On property in which the person has any ownership or leasehold interest; 
 
(c)  On private property where the person has permission to carry concealed weapons from any 
person with an ownership or leasehold interest; 
 
(d)  Outside the limits of or confines of any city. 
 
(4)  Subsection (3) of this section shall not apply to restrict or prohibit the carrying or possession 
of: 
 
(a)  Any deadly weapon located in plain view; 
 
(b)  Any lawfully possessed shotgun or rifle; 
 
(c)  A firearm that is not loaded and is concealed in a motor vehicle; 
 
(d)  A firearm that is not loaded and is secured in a case; and 
 
(e)  A firearm that is disassembled or permanently altered such that it is not readily operable. 
 
(5)  The requirement to secure a license to carry concealed weapons under this section shall not 
apply to the following persons: 
 
(a)  Officials of a city, county or the state of Idaho; 
 
(b)  Any publicly elected Idaho official; 
 
(c)  Members of the armed forces of the United States or of the national guard when in 
performance of official duties; 
 
(d)  Criminal investigators of the attorney general's office and criminal investigators of a 
prosecuting attorney's office, prosecutors and their deputies; 
 
(e)  Any peace officer as defined in section 19-5101(d), Idaho Code, in good standing; 
 
(f)  Retired peace officers or detention deputies with at least ten (10) years of service with the 
state or a political subdivision as a peace officer or detention deputy and who have been certified 
by the peace officer standards and training council; 
 
(g)  Any person who has physical possession of his valid license or permit authorizing him to 
carry concealed weapons from another state; and 
 
(h)  Any person who has physical possession of a valid license or permit from a local law 
enforcement agency or court of the United States authorizing him to carry concealed weapons. 
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(6)  The sheriff of the county of the applicant's residence or, if the applicant has obtained a 
protection order pursuant to chapter 63, title 39, Idaho Code, the sheriff of a county where the 
applicant is temporarily residing may issue a temporary emergency license for good cause 
pending review of an application made under subsection (7) of this section. Temporary 
emergency licenses must be easily distinguishable from regular licenses. A temporary emergency 
license shall be valid for not more than ninety (90) days. 
 
(7)  The sheriff of a county, on behalf of the state of Idaho, must, within ninety (90) days after 
the filing of a license application by any person who is not disqualified as provided herein from 
possessing or receiving a firearm under state or federal law, issue a license to the person to carry 
concealed weapons on his person within this state. Such license shall be valid for five (5) years 
from the date of issuance. 
 
(8)  The sheriff must make license applications readily available at the office of the sheriff, at 
other public offices in his or her jurisdiction and on the website of the Idaho state police. The 
license application shall be in a form to be prescribed by the director of the Idaho state police and 
must meet the following requirements: 
 
(a)  The license application shall require the applicant's name, address, description, signature, 
date of birth, place of birth, military status, citizenship and the driver's license number or state 
identification card number if used for identification in applying for the license. Provided 
however, that if the applicant is not a United States citizen and is legally in the United States, the 
application must also require any alien or admission number issued to the applicant by United 
States immigration and customs enforcement or any successor agency; 
 
(b)  The license application may ask the applicant to disclose his social security number but must 
indicate that disclosure of the applicant's social security number is optional; and 
 
(c)  The license application must contain a warning that substantially reads as follows: 
CAUTION: Federal law and state law on the possession of weapons and firearms differ. If you 
are prohibited by federal law from possessing a weapon or a firearm, you may be prosecuted in 
federal court. A state permit is not a defense to a federal prosecution. 
 
(9)  The sheriff may require the applicant to demonstrate familiarity with a firearm and must 
accept any one (1) of the following as evidence of the applicant's familiarity with a firearm: 
 
(a)  Completion of any hunter education or hunter safety course approved by the department of 
fish and game or a similar agency of another state; 
 
(b)  Completion of any national rifle association firearms safety or training course or any 
national rifle association hunter education course or any equivalent course; 
 
(c)  Completion of any firearms safety or training course or class available to the general public 
offered by a law enforcement agency, community college, college, university or private or public 
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institution or organization or firearms training school, utilizing instructors certified by the 
national rifle association or the Idaho state police; 
 
(d)  Completion of any law enforcement firearms safety or training course or class offered for 
security guards, investigators, special deputies, or offered for any division or subdivision of a 
law enforcement agency or security enforcement agency; 
 
(e)  Evidence of equivalent experience with a firearm through participation in organized shooting 
competition or military service; 
 
(f)  Is currently licensed to carry concealed weapons pursuant to this section, unless the license 
has been revoked for cause; 
 
(g)  Completion of any firearms training or safety course or class conducted by a state certified 
or national rifle association certified firearms instructor; or 
 
(h)  Other training that the sheriff deems appropriate. 
 
(10)  Any person applying for original issuance of a license to carry concealed weapons must 
submit his fingerprints with the completed license application. Within five (5) days after the 
filing of an application, the sheriff must forward the applicant's completed license application 
and fingerprints to the Idaho state police. The Idaho state police must conduct a national 
fingerprint-based records check, an inquiry through the national instant criminal background 
check system and a check of any applicable state database, including a check for any mental 
health records for conditions or commitments that would disqualify a person from possessing a 
firearm under state or federal law, and return the results to the sheriff within sixty (60) days. If 
the applicant is not a United States citizen, an immigration alien query must also be conducted 
through United States immigration and customs enforcement or any successor agency. The 
sheriff shall not issue a license before receiving the results of the records check and must deny a 
license if the applicant is disqualified under any of the criteria listed in subsection (11) of this 
section. The sheriff may deny a license to carry concealed weapons to an alien if background 
information is not attainable or verifiable. 
 
(11)  A license to carry concealed weapons shall not be issued to any person who: 
 
(a)  Is under twenty-one (21) years of age, except as otherwise provided in this section; 
 
(b)  Is formally charged with a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding one (1) 
year; 
 
(c)  Has been adjudicated guilty in any court of a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term 
exceeding one (1) year; 
 
(d)  Is a fugitive from justice; 
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(e)  Is an unlawful user of marijuana or any depressant, stimulant or narcotic drug, or any 
controlled substance as defined in 21 U.S.C. section 802; 
 
(f)  Is currently suffering from or has been adjudicated as having suffered from any of the 
following conditions, based on substantial evidence: 
 
(i)  Lacking mental capacity as defined in section 18-210, Idaho Code; 
 
(ii)  Mentally ill as defined in section 66-317, Idaho Code; 
 
(iii)  Gravely disabled as defined in section 66-317, Idaho Code; or 
 
(iv)  An incapacitated person as defined in section 15-5-101, Idaho Code. 
 
(g)  Has been discharged from the armed forces under dishonorable conditions; 
 
(h)  Has been adjudicated guilty of or received a withheld judgment or suspended sentence for a 
crime of violence constituting a misdemeanor or a crime that would disqualify him from 
obtaining a concealed weapons license, unless three (3) years have elapsed since entry of 
judgment or successful completion of probation prior to the date on which the application is 
submitted; 
 
(i)  Is an alien illegally in the United States; 
 
(j)  Is a person who having been a citizen of the United States has renounced his or her 
citizenship; 
 
(k)  Is free on bond or personal recognizance pending trial, appeal or sentencing for a crime 
which would disqualify him from obtaining a concealed weapons license; 
 
(l)  Is subject to a protection order issued under chapter 63, title 39, Idaho Code, that restrains the 
person from harassing, stalking or threatening an intimate partner of the person or child of the 
intimate partner or person, or engaging in other conduct that would place an intimate partner in 
reasonable fear of bodily injury to the partner or child; or 
 
(m)  Is for any other reason ineligible to own, possess or receive a firearm under the provisions 
of Idaho or federal law. In making a determination in relation to an applicant's eligibility under 
this subsection, the sheriff shall not consider: 
 
(i)  A conviction, guilty plea or adjudication that has been nullified by expungement, pardon, 
setting aside or other comparable procedure by the jurisdiction where the conviction, guilty plea 
or adjudication occurred or in respect of which conviction, guilty plea or adjudication the 
applicant's civil right to bear arms either specifically or in combination with other civil rights has 
been restored under operation of law or legal process; or 
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(ii)  Except as provided for in paragraph (f) of this subsection, an adjudication of mental defect, 
incapacity or illness or an involuntary commitment to a mental institution if the applicant's civil 
right to bear arms has been restored under operation of law or legal process. 
 
(12)  A license to carry concealed weapons must be in a form substantially similar to that of the 
Idaho driver's license and must meet the following specifications: 
 
(a)  The license must provide the licensee's name, address, date of birth and the driver's license 
number or state identification card number if used for identification in applying for the license; 
 
(b)  The license must bear the licensee's signature and picture; and 
 
(c)  The license must provide the date of issuance and the date on which the license expires. 
 
(13)  Upon issuing a license under the provisions of this section, the sheriff must notify the Idaho 
state police within three (3) business days on a form or in a manner prescribed by the Idaho state 
police. Information relating to an applicant or licensee received or maintained pursuant to this 
section by the sheriff or Idaho state police is confidential and exempt from disclosure under 
section 9-340B [74-105], Idaho Code. 
 
(14)  The fee for original issuance of a license shall be twenty dollars ($20.00), which the sheriff 
must retain for the purpose of performing the duties required in this section. The sheriff may 
collect the actual cost of any additional fees necessary to cover the cost of processing 
fingerprints lawfully required by any state or federal agency or department, and the actual cost of 
materials for the license lawfully required by any state agency or department, which costs must 
be paid to the state. The sheriff must provide the applicant with a copy of the results of the 
fingerprint-based records check upon request of the applicant. 
 
(15)  The fee for renewal of the license shall be fifteen dollars ($15.00), which the sheriff must 
retain for the purpose of performing the duties required in this section. The sheriff may collect 
the actual cost of any additional fees necessary to cover the processing costs lawfully required by 
any state or federal agency or department, and the actual cost of materials for the license lawfully 
required by any state agency or department, which costs must be paid to the state. 
 
(16)  Every license that is not, as provided by law, suspended, revoked or disqualified in this 
state shall be renewable at any time during the ninety (90) day period before its expiration or 
within ninety (90) days after the expiration date. The sheriff must mail renewal notices ninety 
(90) days prior to the expiration date of the license. The sheriff shall require the licensee 
applying for renewal to complete an application. The sheriff must submit the application to the 
Idaho state police for a records check of state and national databases. The Idaho state police must 
conduct the records check and return the results to the sheriff within thirty (30) days. The sheriff 
shall not issue a renewal before receiving the results of the records check and must deny a 
license if the applicant is disqualified under any of the criteria provided in this section. A 
renewal license shall be valid for a period of five (5) years. A license so renewed shall take effect 
on the expiration date of the prior license. A licensee renewing ninety-one (91) days to one 
hundred eighty (180) days after the expiration date of the license must pay a late renewal penalty 
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of ten dollars ($10.00) in addition to the renewal fee unless waived by the sheriff, except that any 
licensee serving on active duty in the armed forces of the United States during the renewal period 
shall not be required to pay a late renewal penalty upon renewing ninety-one (91) days to one 
hundred eighty (180) days after the expiration date of the license. After one hundred eighty-one 
(181) days, the licensee must submit an initial application for a license and pay the fees 
prescribed in subsection (14) of this section. The renewal fee and any penalty shall be paid to the 
sheriff for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this chapter. Upon renewing a license under 
the provisions of this section, the sheriff must notify the Idaho state police within five (5) days 
on a form or in a manner prescribed by the Idaho state police. 
 
(17)  No city, county or other political subdivision of this state shall modify or add to the 
requirements of this section, nor shall a city, county or political subdivision ask the applicant to 
voluntarily submit any information not required in this section. A civil action may be brought to 
enjoin a wrongful refusal to issue a license or a wrongful modification of the requirements of this 
section. The civil action may be brought in the county in which the application was made or in 
Ada county at the discretion of the petitioner. Any person who prevails against a public agency 
in any action in the courts for a violation of this section must be awarded costs, including 
reasonable attorney's fees incurred in connection with the legal action. 
 
(18)  A county sheriff, deputy sheriff or county employee who issues a license to carry a 
concealed weapon under this section shall not incur any civil or criminal liability as the result of 
the performance of his duties in compliance with this section. 
 
(19)  The sheriff of a county may issue a license to carry a concealed weapon to those individuals 
between the ages of eighteen (18) and twenty-one (21) years who in the judgment of the sheriff 
warrant the issuance of the license. Such issuance shall be subject to limitations which the 
issuing authority deems appropriate. Licenses issued to individuals between the ages of eighteen  
(18) and twenty-one (21) years shall be easily distinguishable from licenses issued pursuant to 
subsection (7) of this section. 
 
(20)  A person carrying a concealed weapon in violation of the provisions of this section shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 
(21)  The sheriff of the county where the license was issued or the sheriff of the county where the 
person resides shall have the power to revoke a license subsequent to a hearing in accordance 
with the provisions of chapter 52, title 67, Idaho Code, for any of the following reasons: 
 
(a)  Fraud or intentional misrepresentation in the obtaining of a license; 
 
(b)  Misuse of a license, including lending or giving a license to another person, duplicating a 
license or using a license with the intent to unlawfully cause harm to a person or property; 
 
(c)  The doing of an act or existence of a condition which would have been grounds for the 
denial of the license by the sheriff; 
 
(d)  The violation of any of the terms of this section; or 
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(e)  The applicant is adjudicated guilty of or receives a withheld judgment for a crime which 
would have disqualified him from initially receiving a license. 
 
(22)  A person twenty-one (21) years of age or older who presents a valid license to carry 
concealed weapons is exempt from any requirement to undergo a records check at the time of 
purchase or transfer of a firearm from a federally licensed firearms dealer. Provided however, a 
temporary emergency license issued pursuant to subsection (6) of this section shall not exempt 
the holder of the license from any records check requirement. 
 
(23)  The attorney general must contact the appropriate officials in other states for the purpose of 
establishing, to the extent possible, recognition and reciprocity of the license to carry concealed 
weapons by other states, whether by formal agreement or otherwise. The Idaho state police must 
keep a copy and maintain a record of all such agreements and reciprocity recognitions, which 
must be made available to the public. 
 
(24)  Nothing in subsection (3) or (4) of this section shall be construed to limit the existing rights 
of a private property owner, private tenant, private employer or private business entity. 
 
(25)  The provisions of this section are hereby declared to be severable and if any provision of 
this section or the application of such provision to any person or circumstance is declared invalid 
for any reason, such declaration shall not affect the validity of remaining portions of this section. 
 
Idaho Code Ann. § 18-3302J (2015)  
Preemption of Firearms Regulation 

 
(1)  The legislature finds that uniform laws regulating firearms are necessary to protect the 
individual citizen's right to bear arms guaranteed by amendment 2 of the United States 
Constitution and section 11, article I of the constitution of the state of Idaho. It is the legislature's 
intent to wholly occupy the field of firearms regulation within this state. 
 
(2)  Except as expressly authorized by state statute, no county, city, agency, board or any other 
political subdivision of this state may adopt or enforce any law, rule, regulation, or ordinance 
which regulates in any manner the sale, acquisition, transfer, ownership, possession, 
transportation, carrying or storage of firearms or any element relating to firearms and 
components thereof, including ammunition. 
 
(3)  A county may adopt ordinances to regulate, restrict or prohibit the discharge of firearms 
within its boundaries. Ordinances adopted under this subsection may not apply to or affect: 
 
(a)  A person discharging a firearm in the lawful defense of person or persons or property; 
 
(b)  A person discharging a firearm in the course of lawful hunting; 
 
(c)  A landowner and guests of the landowner discharging a firearm, when the discharge will not 
endanger persons or property; 
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(d)  A person lawfully discharging a firearm on a sport shooting range as defined in section 55-
2604, Idaho Code; or 
 
(e)  A person discharging a firearm in the course of target shooting on public land if the 
discharge will not endanger persons or property. 
 
(4)  A city may adopt ordinances to regulate, restrict or prohibit the discharge of firearms within 
its boundaries. Ordinances adopted under this subsection may not apply to or affect: 
 
(a)  A person discharging a firearm in the lawful defense of person or persons or property; or 
 
(b)  A person lawfully discharging a firearm on a sport shooting range as defined in section 55-
2604, Idaho Code. 
 
(5)  This section shall not be construed to affect: 
 
(a)  The authority of the department of fish and game to make rules or regulations concerning the 
management of any wildlife of this state, as set forth in section 36-104, Idaho Code; and 
 
(b)  The authority of counties and cities to regulate the location and construction of sport 
shooting ranges, subject to the limitations contained in chapter 26, title 55, Idaho Code. 
 
(6)  The provisions of this section are hereby declared to be severable. And if any provision is 
declared invalid for any reason, such declaration shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of this section. 
 
Idaho Code Ann. § 18-3302K (2015)  
Issuance of Enhanced Licenses to Carry Concealed Weapons.  
 
(1)  The sheriff of a county, on behalf of the state of Idaho, must, within ninety (90) days after 
the filing of an application by any person who is not disqualified from possessing or receiving a 
firearm under state or federal law and has otherwise complied with the requirements of this 
section, issue an enhanced license to the person to carry concealed weapons on his person. 
Licenses issued under this section shall be valid for five (5) years from the date of issue. 
 
(2)  The sheriff must make license applications readily available at the office of the sheriff, at 
other public offices in his jurisdiction and on the website of the Idaho state police. The license 
application must be in a form to be prescribed by the director of the Idaho state police and must 
meet the following requirements: 
 
(a)  The license application shall require the applicant's name, address, description, signature, 
date of birth, place of birth, military status, citizenship and the driver's license number or state 
identification card number if used for identification in applying for the license. If the applicant is 
not a U.S. citizen, the application shall also require any alien or admission number issued to the 
applicant by U.S. immigration and customs enforcement, or any successor agency; 
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(b)  The license application may ask the applicant to disclose his social security number but must 
indicate that disclosure of the applicant's social security number is optional; and 
 
(c)  The license application must contain a warning that substantially reads as follows: 
CAUTION: Federal law and state law on the possession of weapons and firearms differ. If you 
are prohibited by federal law from possessing a weapon or a firearm, you may be prosecuted in 
federal court. A state permit is not a defense to a federal prosecution. 
 
 
(3)  Any person who is applying for original issuance of a license to carry concealed weapons 
must submit his fingerprints with the completed application. Within five (5) days after the filing 
of an application, the sheriff must forward the applicant's completed license application and 
fingerprints to the Idaho state police. The Idaho state police must conduct a national fingerprint-
based records check, an inquiry through the national instant criminal background check system, 
and a check of any applicable state database, including a check for any mental health records for 
conditions or commitments that would disqualify a person from possessing a firearm under state 
or federal law, and must return the results to the sheriff within sixty (60) days. If the applicant is 
not a U.S. citizen, an immigration alien query must also be conducted through U.S. immigration 
and customs enforcement or any successor agency. The sheriff shall not issue a license before 
receiving and reviewing the results of the records check. 
 
(4)  The sheriff must deny an enhanced license to carry a concealed weapon if the applicant is 
disqualified under any of the criteria listed in section 18-3302(11), Idaho Code, or does not meet 
all of the following qualifications: 
 
(a)  Is over the age of twenty-one (21) years; 
 
(b)  Has been a legal resident of the state of Idaho for at least six (6) consecutive months before 
filing an application under this section or holds a current license or permit to carry concealed 
weapons issued by his state of residence; and 
 
(c)  Has successfully completed within the twelve (12) months immediately preceding filing an 
application, a qualifying handgun course as specified in this paragraph and taught by a certified 
instructor who is not prohibited from possessing firearms under state or federal law. A copy of 
the certificate of successful completion of the handgun course, in a form to be prescribed by the 
director of the Idaho state police and signed by the course instructor, must be submitted to the 
sheriff at the time of filing an application under this section. Certified instructors of handgun 
courses when filing an application under this section shall not be required to submit such 
certificates but must submit a copy of their current instructor's credential. The sheriff must accept 
as a qualifying handgun course a personal protection course offered by the national rifle 
association or an equivalent, provided that all personal protection or equivalent courses must 
meet the following requirements: 
 
(i)  The course instructor is certified by the national rifle association, or by another nationally 
recognized organization that customarily certifies firearms instructors, as an instructor in 
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personal protection with handguns, or the course instructor is certified by the Idaho peace 
officers standards and training council as a firearms instructor; 
 
(ii)  The course is at least eight (8) hours in duration; 
 
(iii)  The course is taught face to face and not by electronic or other means; and 
 
(iv)  The course includes instruction in: 
 
1.  Idaho law relating to firearms and the use of deadly force, provided that such instruction is 
delivered by either of the following whose name and credential must appear on the certificate: 
 
(A)  An active licensed member of the Idaho state bar; or 
 
(B)  A law enforcement officer who possesses an intermediate or higher Idaho peace officers 
standards and training certificate. 
 
2.  The basic concepts of the safe and responsible use of handguns; 
 
3.  Self-defense principles; and 
 
4.  Live fire training including the firing of at least ninety-eight (98) rounds by the student. 
An instructor must provide a copy of the syllabus and a written description of the course of fire 
used in a qualifying handgun course that includes the name of the individual instructing the legal 
portion of the course to the sheriff upon request. 
 
(5)  A license to carry concealed weapons must be in a form substantially similar to that of the 
Idaho driver's license and must meet the following specifications: 
 
(a)  The license must provide the licensee's name, address, date of birth and the driver's license 
number or state identification card number if used for identification in applying for the license; 
 
(b)  The license must bear the licensee's signature and picture; 
 
(c)  The license must provide the date of issuance and the date on which the license expires; and 
 
(d)  The license must be clearly distinguishable from a license issued pursuant to section 18-
3302, Idaho Code, and must be marked "Idaho enhanced concealed weapons license" on its face. 
 
(6)  Upon issuing a license under the provisions of this section, the sheriff must notify the Idaho 
state police within three (3) days on a form or in a manner prescribed by the Idaho state police. 
Information relating to an applicant or licensee received or maintained pursuant to this section by 
the sheriff or Idaho state police is confidential and exempt from disclosure under section 74-105, 
Idaho Code. 
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(7)  The fee for original issuance of an enhanced license shall be twenty dollars ($20.00), which 
the sheriff must retain for the purpose of performing the duties required in this section. The 
sheriff may collect the actual cost of any additional fees necessary to cover the processing costs 
lawfully required by any state or federal agency or department, and the actual cost of materials 
for the license lawfully required by any state agency or department, which costs must be paid to 
the state. The sheriff must provide the applicant with a copy of the results of the fingerprint-
based records check upon request of the applicant. 
 
(8)  The fee for renewal of the enhanced license shall be fifteen dollars ($15.00), which the 
sheriff must retain for the purpose of performing duties required in this section. The sheriff may 
collect the actual cost of any additional fees necessary to cover the processing costs lawfully 
required by any state or federal agency or department, and the actual cost of materials for the 
license lawfully required by any state agency or department, which costs must be paid to the 
state. 
 
(9)  Every license that is not, as provided by law, suspended, revoked or disqualified in this state 
shall be renewable at any time during the ninety (90) day period before its expiration or within 
ninety (90) days after the expiration date. The sheriff must mail renewal notices ninety (90) days 
prior to the expiration date of the license. The sheriff shall require the licensee applying for 
renewal to complete an application. The sheriff must submit the application to the Idaho state 
police. The Idaho state police must conduct the same records checks as required for an initial 
license under subsection (3) of this section and must return the results to the sheriff within thirty 
(30) days. The sheriff shall not issue a renewal before receiving and reviewing the results of the 
records check and must deny a license if the applicant is disqualified under any of the criteria 
provided in this section. A renewal license shall be valid for a period of five (5) years. A license 
so renewed shall take effect on the expiration date of the prior license. A licensee renewing 
ninety-one (91) days to one hundred eighty (180) days after the expiration date of the license 
must pay a late renewal penalty of ten dollars ($10.00) in addition to the renewal fee, except that 
any licensee serving on active duty in the armed forces of the United States during the renewal 
period shall not be required to pay a late renewal penalty upon renewing ninety-one (91) days to 
one hundred eighty (180) days after the expiration date of the license. After one hundred eighty-
one (181) days, the licensee shall be required to submit an initial application for an enhanced 
license and pay the fees prescribed in subsection (7) of this section. The renewal fee and any 
penalty shall be paid to the sheriff for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this chapter. 
Upon renewing a license under the provisions of this section, the sheriff must notify the Idaho 
state police within five (5) days on a form or in a manner prescribed by the Idaho state police. 
 
(10)  No city, county or other political subdivision of this state shall modify or add to the 
requirements of this section, nor shall a city, county or political subdivision ask the applicant to 
voluntarily submit any information not required in this section. A civil action may be brought to 
enjoin a wrongful refusal to issue a license or a wrongful modification of the requirements of this 
section. The civil action may be brought in the county in which the application was made or in 
Ada county at the discretion of the petitioner. Any person who prevails against a public agency 
in any action in the courts for a violation of this section must be awarded costs, including 
reasonable attorney's fees incurred in connection with the legal action. 
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(11)  A county sheriff, deputy sheriff or county employee who issues a license to carry a 
concealed weapon under this section shall not incur any civil or criminal liability as the result of 
the performance of his or her duties in compliance with this section. 
 
(12)  The sheriff shall have the power to revoke a license issued pursuant to this section 
subsequent to a hearing in accordance with the provisions of chapter 52, title 67, Idaho Code, for 
any of the following reasons, provided that the sheriff must notify the Idaho state police within 
three (3) days on a form or in a manner prescribed by the Idaho state police of any such 
revocation: 
 
(a)  Fraud or intentional misrepresentation in the obtaining of a license; 
 
(b)  Misuse of a license, including lending or giving a license to another person, duplicating a 
license or using a license with the intent to unlawfully cause harm to a person or property; 
 
(c)  The doing of an act or existence of a condition that would have been grounds for the denial 
of the license by the sheriff; 
 
(d)  The violation of any of the provisions of this section; or 
 
(e)  The applicant is adjudicated guilty of or receives a withheld judgment for a crime that would 
have disqualified him from initially receiving a license. 
 
(13)  An applicant who provides information on the application for an enhanced license to carry 
a concealed weapon knowing the same to be untrue shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 
(14)  The attorney general must contact the appropriate officials in other states for the purpose of 
establishing, to the extent possible, recognition and reciprocity of the enhanced license to carry a 
concealed weapon by other states, whether by formal agreement or otherwise. The Idaho state 
police or the attorney general must keep a copy and maintain a record of all such agreements and 
reciprocity recognitions that must be made available to the public. 
 
(15)  Any license issued pursuant to this section is valid throughout the state of Idaho and shall 
be considered an authorized state license. 
 
(16)  The Idaho state police must maintain a computerized record system that is accessible to law 
enforcement agencies in any state for the purpose of verifying current enhanced licensee status. 
Information maintained in the record system shall be confidential and exempt from disclosure 
under section 74-105, Idaho Code, except that any law enforcement officer or law enforcement 
agency, whether inside or outside the state of Idaho, may access the record system for the 
purpose of verifying current enhanced licensee status.  
 
Idaho Code Ann. § 18-3303 (2015)  
Exhibition or Use of Deadly Weapon  
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Every person who, not in necessary self-defense, in the presence of two (2) or more persons, 
draws or exhibits any deadly weapon in a rude, angry and threatening manner, or who, in any 
manner, unlawfully uses the same, in any fight or quarrel, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 
Idaho Code Ann. § 18-5901 (2015)  
Public Nuisance Defined  
 
Anything which is injurious to health, or is indecent, or offensive to the senses, or an obstruction 
to the free use of property, so as to interfere with the comfortable enjoyment of life or property 
by an entire community or neighborhood, or by any considerable number of persons, or 
unlawfully obstructs the free passage or use, in the customary manner, of any navigable lake, or 
river, stream, canal or basin, or any public park, square, street, or highway, is a public nuisance. 
 
Idaho Code Ann. § 18-7503 (2015) 
Weapons aboard aircraft - - Penalty 
 
(1)  No person, while aboard an airplane being operated by a holder of a certificate issued by the 
federal government or the state of Idaho, shall carry on or about his person a deadly or dangerous 
weapon, either concealed or unconcealed; nor shall any person enter or attempt to enter any 
sterile area of an airport, which is a holder of a certificate issued by the federal government or 
the state of Idaho, while knowingly carrying on or about his person, or in a bag, case, pouch or 
other container, a deadly or dangerous weapon, either concealed or unconcealed. Any person 
who pleads guilty or is found guilty of this subsection shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. As used 
in this section "sterile area" shall mean that area of a certificated airport to which access is 
controlled as required by the federal aviation administration regulations. 
 
(2)  No person, while aboard an airplane being operated by a holder of a certificate issued by the 
federal government or the state of Idaho, shall willfully and intentionally conceal on or about his 
person, or in a bag, case, pouch or other container any deadly or dangerous weapon; nor shall 
any person enter or attempt to enter any sterile area of an airport which is a holder of a certificate 
issued by the federal government or the state of Idaho, while willfully and intentionally 
concealing on or about his person, or in a bag, case, pouch or other container any deadly or 
dangerous weapon with the intent to avoid its detection by security measures at the sterile area. 
 
(3)  This section does not apply to: 
 
(a)  Law enforcement officials of a city, county or state, or of the United States, who are 
authorized to carry arms and who have fulfilled the requirements of federal aviation 
administration regulations 107 and 108 in effect on January 1, 2001, and as may be amended 
from time to time; 
 
(b)  Crew members and other persons authorized by the certificate holder to carry arms; 
 
(c)  Parties chartering an aircraft for the purpose of hunting when a weapon is properly stored 
and/or in the custody of the pilot in command of the aircraft; or 
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(d)  An aircraft owner and his invited guests when the weapon is properly stored and/or in the 
custody of the pilot of the aircraft. 
 
(4)  Any person convicted of violating the provisions of subsection (2) of this section shall be 
guilty of a felony, punishable by imprisonment in the state prison not exceeding five (5) years or 
by fine not exceeding five thousand dollars ($5,000) or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
 
(5)  Any person presenting a ticket to board any commercial or charter aircraft shall by such 
presentation consent to a search or screening of his person or personal belongings by the aircraft 
company boarding him, by personnel of the airport from which the flight is originating, persons 
authorized by federal aviation administration regulations or by law enforcement officials. In case 
said person shall refuse to submit to a search or screening of his person or personal belongings 
by said aircraft company personnel, airport personnel, federal aviation administration regulation 
authorized personnel, federal employees or law enforcement officials the person refusing shall be 
denied the right to board said commercial or charter aircraft. 
 
(6)  Any person entering or attempting to enter into the sterile area of an airport shall be 
presumed to have fully consented to a search of their person, clothing and belongings including, 
but not limited to, any bags, cases, pouches or other containers with which they are associated. 
Such full consent shall remain until the aircraft shall depart from the airport. 
 
(7)  No person in, near or attempting to enter a sterile area of a certificated airport shall assault, 
obstruct or delay any aircraft company personnel, airport personnel, federal aviation 
administration regulation authorized personnel, federal employee or law enforcement official in 
the performance of their assigned duties within the airport. 
 
(8)  No action, either at law or equity, shall be brought against any commercial or charter airline 
company or airport operating in this state for the refusal of said company or airport to permit a 
person to board said aircraft where said person has refused to be searched as set out in 
subsections (5) and (6) of this section. 
 
Illinois  
 
430 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 65/1.1 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Firearm defined; Firearm ammunition defined  
 
For purposes of this Act: 
 
“Addicted to narcotics” means a person who has been: 
 
(1)  convicted of an offense involving the use or possession of cannabis, a controlled substance, 
or methamphetamine within the past year; or 
 
(2)  determined by the Department of State Police to be addicted to narcotics based upon federal 
law or federal guidelines. 
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“Addicted to narcotics” does not include possession or use of a prescribed controlled substance 
under the direction and authority of a physician or other person authorized to prescribe the 
controlled substance when the controlled substance is used in the prescribed manner. 
 
“Adjudicated as a mentally disabled person” means the person is the subject of a determination 
by a court, board, commission or other lawful authority that the person, as a result of marked 
subnormal intelligence, or mental illness, mental impairment, incompetency, condition, or 
disease: 
 
(1)  presents a clear and present danger to himself, herself, or to others; 
 
(2)  lacks the mental capacity to manage his or her own affairs or is adjudicated a disabled person 
as defined in Section 11a-2 of the Probate Act of 1975; 
 
(3)  is not guilty in a criminal case by reason of insanity, mental disease or defect; 
(3.5)  is guilty but mentally ill, as provided in Section 5-2-6 of the Unified Code of Corrections 
[730 ILCS 5/5-2-6]; 
 
(4)  is incompetent to stand trial in a criminal case; 
 
(5)  is not guilty by reason of lack of mental responsibility under Articles 50a and 72b of the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice, 10 U.S.C. 850a, 876b; 
 
(6)  is a sexually violent person under subsection (f) of Section 5 of the Sexually Violent Persons 
Commitment Act [725 ILCS 207/5]; 
 
(7)  is a sexually dangerous person under the Sexually Dangerous Persons Act [725 ILCS 207/1 
et seq.]; 
 
(8)  is unfit to stand trial under the Juvenile Court Act of 1987 [705 ILCS 405/1-1 et seq.]; 
 
(9)  is not guilty by reason of insanity under the Juvenile Court Act of 1987; 
 
(10)  is subject to involuntary admission as an inpatient as defined in Section 1-119 of the Mental 
Health and Developmental Disabilities Code [405 ILCS 5/1-119]; 
 
(11)  is subject to involuntary admission as an outpatient as defined in Section 1-119.1 of the 
Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities Code; 
 
(12)  is subject to judicial admission as set forth in Section 4-500 of the Mental Health and 
Developmental Disabilities Code; or 
 
(13)  is subject to the provisions of the Interstate Agreements on Sexually Dangerous Persons 
Act [725 ILCS 205/0.01 et seq.]. 
 
“Clear and present danger” means a person who: 
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(1)  communicates a serious threat of physical violence against a reasonably identifiable victim 
or poses a clear and imminent risk of serious physical injury to himself, herself, or another 
person as determined by a physician, clinical psychologist, or qualified examiner; or 
 
(2)  demonstrates threatening physical or verbal behavior, such as violent, suicidal, or assaultive 
threats, actions, or other behavior, as determined by a physician, clinical psychologist, qualified 
examiner, school administrator, or law enforcement official. 
 
“Clinical psychologist” has the meaning provided in Section 1-103 of the Mental Health and 
Developmental Disabilities Code [405 ILCS 5/1-103]. 
 
“Controlled substance” means a controlled substance or controlled substance analog as defined 
in the Illinois Controlled Substances Act [720 ILCS 570/100 et seq.]. 
 
“Counterfeit” means to copy or imitate, without legal authority, with intent to deceive. 
“Developmentally disabled” means a disability which is attributable to any other condition which 
results in impairment similar to that caused by an intellectual disability and which requires 
services similar to those required by intellectually disabled persons. The disability must originate 
before the age of 18 years, be expected to continue indefinitely, and constitute a substantial 
disability. 
 
This disability results in the professional opinion of a physician, clinical psychologist, or 
qualified examiner, in significant functional limitations in 3 or more of the following areas of 
major life activity: 
 
(i)  self-care; 
 
(ii)  receptive and expressive language; 
 
(iii)  learning; 
 
(iv)  mobility; or 
 
(v)  self-direction. 
 
“Federally licensed firearm dealer” means a person who is licensed as a federal firearms dealer 
under Section 923 of the federal Gun Control Act of 1968 (18 U.S.C. 923). 
 
“Firearm” means any device, by whatever name known, which is designed to expel a projectile 
or projectiles by the action of an explosion, expansion of gas or escape of gas; excluding, 
however: 
 
(1)  any pneumatic gun, spring gun, paint ball gun, or B-B gun which expels a single globular 
projectile not exceeding .18 inch in diameter or which has a maximum muzzle velocity of less 
than 700 feet per second; 
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(1.1)  any pneumatic gun, spring gun, paint ball gun, or B-B gun which expels breakable paint 
balls containing washable marking colors; 
 
(2)  any device used exclusively for signalling or safety and required or recommended by the 
United States Coast Guard or the Interstate Commerce Commission; 
 
(3)  any device used exclusively for the firing of stud cartridges, explosive rivets or similar 
industrial ammunition; and 
 
(4)  an antique firearm (other than a machine-gun) which, although designed as a weapon, the 
Department of State Police finds by reason of the date of its manufacture, value, design, and 
other characteristics is primarily a collector’s item and is not likely to be used as a weapon. 
 
“Firearm ammunition” means any self-contained cartridge or shotgun shell, by whatever name 
known, which is designed to be used or adaptable to use in a firearm; excluding, however: 
 
(1)  any ammunition exclusively designed for use with a device used exclusively for signalling or 
safety and required or recommended by the United States Coast Guard or the Interstate 
Commerce Commission; and 
 
(2)  any ammunition designed exclusively for use with a stud or rivet driver or other similar 
industrial ammunition. 
 
“Gun show” means an event or function: 
 
(1)  at which the sale and transfer of firearms is the regular and normal course of business and 
where 50 or more firearms are displayed, offered, or exhibited for sale, transfer, or exchange; or 
 
(2)  at which not less than 10 gun show vendors display, offer, or exhibit for sale, sell, transfer, 
or exchange firearms. 
 
“Gun show” includes the entire premises provided for an event or function, including parking 
areas for the event or function, that is sponsored to facilitate the purchase, sale, transfer, or 
exchange of firearms as described in this Section. Nothing in this definition shall be construed to 
exclude a gun show held in conjunction with competitive shooting events at the World Shooting 
Complex sanctioned by a national governing body in which the sale or transfer of firearms is 
authorized under subparagraph (5) of paragraph (g) of subsection (A) of Section 24-3 of the 
Criminal Code of 2012 [720 ILCS 5/24-3]. 
 
Unless otherwise expressly stated, “gun show” does not include training or safety classes, 
competitive shooting events, such as rifle, shotgun, or handgun matches, trap, skeet, or sporting 
clays shoots, dinners, banquets, raffles, or any other event where the sale or transfer of firearms 
is not the primary course of business. 
 
“Gun show promoter” means a person who organizes or operates a gun show. 
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“Gun show vendor” means a person who exhibits, sells, offers for sale, transfers, or exchanges 
any firearms at a gun show, regardless of whether the person arranges with a gun show promoter 
for a fixed location from which to exhibit, sell, offer for sale, transfer, or exchange any firearm. 
 
“Intellectually disabled” means significantly subaverage general intellectual functioning which 
exists concurrently with impairment in adaptive behavior and which originates before the age of 
18 years. 
 
“Involuntarily admitted” has the meaning as prescribed in Sections 1-119 and 1-119.1 of the 
Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities Code [405 ILCS 5/1-119 and 405 ILCS 5/1-
119.1]. 
 
“Mental health facility” means any licensed private hospital or hospital affiliate, institution, or 
facility, or part thereof, and any facility, or part thereof, operated by the State or a political 
subdivision thereof which provide treatment of persons with mental illness and includes all 
hospitals, institutions, clinics, evaluation facilities, mental health centers, colleges, universities, 
long-term care facilities, and nursing homes, or parts thereof, which provide treatment of persons 
with mental illness whether or not the primary purpose is to provide treatment of persons with 
mental illness. 
 
“National governing body” means a group of persons who adopt rules and formulate policy on 
behalf of a national firearm sporting organization. 
 
“Patient” means: 
 
(1)  a person who voluntarily receives mental health treatment as an in-patient or resident of any 
public or private mental health facility, unless the treatment was solely for an alcohol abuse 
disorder and no other secondary substance abuse disorder or mental illness; or 
 
(2)  a person who voluntarily receives mental health treatment as an out-patient or is provided 
services by a public or private mental health facility, and who poses a clear and present danger to 
himself, herself, or to others. 
 
“Physician” has the meaning as defined in Section 1-120 of the Mental Health and 
Developmental Disabilities Code [405 ILCS 5/1-120]. 
 
“Qualified examiner” has the meaning provided in Section 1-122 of the Mental Health and 
Developmental Disabilities Code [405 ILCS 5/1-122]. 
 
“Sanctioned competitive shooting event” means a shooting contest officially recognized by a 
national or state shooting sport association, and includes any sight-in or practice conducted in 
conjunction with the event. 
 
“School administrator” means the person required to report under the School Administrator 
Reporting of Mental Health Clear and Present Danger Determinations Law. 
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“Stun gun or taser” has the meaning ascribed to it in Section 24-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012 
[720 ILCS 5/24-1]. 
 
430 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 65/2 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Firearm Owner's Identification Card required; exceptions 
 
(a)   
 
(1)  No person may acquire or possess any firearm, stun gun, or taser within this State without 
having in his or her possession a Firearm Owner’s Identification Card previously issued in his or 
her name by the Department of State Police under the provisions of this Act. 
 
(2)  No person may acquire or possess firearm ammunition within this State without having in 
his or her possession a Firearm Owner’s Identification Card previously issued in his or her name 
by the Department of State Police under the provisions of this Act. 
 
(b)  The provisions of this Section regarding the possession of firearms, firearm ammunition, 
stun guns, and tasers do not apply to: 
 
(1)  United States Marshals, while engaged in the operation of their official duties; 
 
 
(2)  Members of the Armed Forces of the United States or the National Guard, while engaged in 
the operation of their official duties; 
 
(3)  Federal officials required to carry firearms, while engaged in the operation of their official 
duties; 
 
(4)  Members of bona fide veterans organizations which receive firearms directly from the armed 
forces of the United States, while using the firearms for ceremonial purposes with blank 
ammunition; 
 
(5)  Nonresident hunters during hunting season, with valid nonresident hunting licenses and 
while in an area where hunting is permitted; however, at all other times and in all other places 
these persons must have their firearms unloaded and enclosed in a case; 
 
(6)  Those hunters exempt from obtaining a hunting license who are required to submit their 
Firearm Owner’s Identification Card when hunting on Department of Natural Resources owned 
or managed sites; 
 
(7)  Nonresidents while on a firing or shooting range recognized by the Department of State 
Police; however, these persons must at all other times and in all other places have their firearms 
unloaded and enclosed in a case; 
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(8)  Nonresidents while at a firearm showing or display recognized by the Department of State 
Police; however, at all other times and in all other places these persons must have their firearms 
unloaded and enclosed in a case; 
 
(9)  Nonresidents whose firearms are unloaded and enclosed in a case; 
 
(10)  Nonresidents who are currently licensed or registered to possess a firearm in their resident 
state; 
 
(11)  Unemancipated minors while in the custody and immediate control of their parent or legal 
guardian or other person in loco parentis to the minor if the parent or legal guardian or other 
person in loco parentis to the minor has a currently valid Firearm Owner’s Identification Card; 
 
(12)  Color guards of bona fide veterans organizations or members of bona fide American 
Legion bands while using firearms for ceremonial purposes with blank ammunition; 
 
(13)  Nonresident hunters whose state of residence does not require them to be licensed or 
registered to possess a firearm and only during hunting season, with valid hunting licenses, while 
accompanied by, and using a firearm owned by, a person who possesses a valid Firearm Owner’s 
Identification Card and while in an area within a commercial club licensed under the Wildlife 
Code [520 ILCS 5/1.1 et seq.] where hunting is permitted and controlled, but in no instance upon 
sites owned or managed by the Department of Natural Resources; 
 
(14)  Resident hunters who are properly authorized to hunt and, while accompanied by a person 
who possesses a valid Firearm Owner’s Identification Card, hunt in an area within a commercial 
club licensed under the Wildlife Code where hunting is permitted and controlled; 
 
(15)  A person who is otherwise eligible to obtain a Firearm Owner’s Identification Card under 
this Act and is under the direct supervision of a holder of a Firearm Owner’s Identification Card 
who is 21 years of age or older while the person is on a firing or shooting range or is a 
participant in a firearms safety and training course recognized by a law enforcement agency or a 
national, statewide shooting sports organization; and 
 
(16)  Competitive shooting athletes whose competition firearms are sanctioned by the 
International Olympic Committee, the International Paralympic Committee, the International 
Shooting Sport Federation, or USA Shooting in connection with such athletes” training for and 
participation in shooting competitions at the 2016 Olympic and Paralympic Games and 
sanctioned test events leading up to the 2016 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
 
(c)  The provisions of this Section regarding the acquisition and possession of firearms, firearm 
ammunition, stun guns, and tasers do not apply to law enforcement officials of this or any other 
jurisdiction, while engaged in the operation of their official duties. 
(c-5)  The provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (a) of this Section regarding the 
possession of firearms and firearm ammunition do not apply to the holder of a valid concealed 
carry license issued under the Firearm Concealed Carry Act [430 ILCS 66/1] who is in physical 
possession of the concealed carry license. 
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(d)  Any person who becomes a resident of this State, who is not otherwise prohibited from 
obtaining, possessing, or using a firearm or firearm ammunition, shall not be required to have a 
Firearm Owner’s Identification Card to possess firearms or firearms ammunition until 60 
calendar days after he or she obtains an Illinois driver’s license or Illinois Identification Card. 
 
430 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 65/13.1 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Preemption 
 
(a)  Except as otherwise provided in the Firearm Concealed Carry Act [430 ILCS 66/1 et seq.] 
and subsections (b) and (c) of this Section, the provisions of any ordinance enacted by any 
municipality which requires registration or imposes greater restrictions or limitations on the 
acquisition, possession and transfer of firearms than are imposed by this Act, are not invalidated 
or affected by this Act. 
 
(b)  Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this Section, the regulation, licensing, possession, and 
registration of handguns and ammunition for a handgun, and the transportation of any firearm 
and ammunition by a holder of a valid Firearm Owner’s Identification Card issued by the 
Department of State Police under this Act are exclusive powers and functions of this State. Any 
ordinance or regulation, or portion of that ordinance or regulation, enacted on or before the 
effective date of this amendatory Act of the 98th General Assembly [P.A. 98-63] that purports to 
impose regulations or restrictions on a holder of a valid Firearm Owner’s Identification Card 
issued by the Department of State Police under this Act in a manner that is inconsistent with this 
Act, on the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 98th General Assembly, shall be invalid 
in its application to a holder of a valid Firearm Owner’s Identification Card issued by the 
Department of State Police under this Act. 
 
(c)  Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this Section, the regulation of the possession or ownership 
of assault weapons are exclusive powers and functions of this State. Any ordinance or regulation, 
or portion of that ordinance or regulation, that purports to regulate the possession or ownership 
of assault weapons in a manner that is inconsistent with this Act, shall be invalid unless the 
ordinance or regulation is enacted on, before, or within 10 days after the effective date of this 
amendatory Act of the 98th General Assembly. Any ordinance or regulation described in this 
subsection (c) enacted more than 10 days after the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 
98th General Assembly is invalid. An ordinance enacted on, before, or within 10 days after the 
effective date of this amendatory Act of the 98th General Assembly may be amended. The 
enactment or amendment of ordinances under this subsection (c) are subject to the submission 
requirements of Section 13.3 [430 ILCS 65/13.3]. For the purposes of this subsection, “assault 
weapons” means firearms designated by either make or model or by a test or list of cosmetic 
features that cumulatively would place the firearm into a definition of “assault weapon” under 
the ordinance. 
 
(d)  For the purposes of this Section, “handgun” has the meaning ascribed to it in Section 5 of the 
Firearm Concealed Carry Act [430 ILCS 66/5]. 
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(e)  This Section is a denial and limitation of home rule powers and functions under subsection 
(h) of Section 6 of Article VII of the Illinois Constitution [Ill. Const. Art. VII, § 6]. 
 
430 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 66/10 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Issuance of Licenses to Carry a Concealed Firearm 
 
(a)  The Department shall issue a license to carry a concealed firearm under this Act to an 
applicant who: 
 
(1)  meets the qualifications of Section 25 of this Act [430 ILCS 66/25]; 
 
(2)  has provided the application and documentation required in Section 30 of this Act [430 ILCS 
66/30]; 
 
(3)  has submitted the requisite fees; and 
 
(4)  does not pose a danger to himself, herself, or others, or a threat to public safety as 
determined by the Concealed Carry Licensing Review Board in accordance with Section 20 [430 
ILCS 66/20]. 
 
(b)  The Department shall issue a renewal, corrected, or duplicate license as provided in this Act. 
 
(c)  A license shall be valid throughout the State for a period of 5 years from the date of issuance. 
A license shall permit the licensee to: 
 
(1)  carry a loaded or unloaded concealed firearm, fully concealed or partially concealed, on or 
about his or her person; and 
 
(2)  keep or carry a loaded or unloaded concealed firearm on or about his or her person within a 
vehicle. 
 
(d)  The Department shall make applications for a license available no later than 180 days after 
the effective date of this Act. The Department shall establish rules for the availability and 
submission of applications in accordance with this Act. 
 
(e)  An application for a license submitted to the Department that contains all the information 
and materials required by this Act, including the requisite fee, shall be deemed completed. 
Except as otherwise provided in this Act, no later than 90 days after receipt of a completed 
application, the Department shall issue or deny the applicant a license. 
 
(f)  The Department shall deny the applicant a license if the applicant fails to meet the 
requirements under this Act or the Department receives a determination from the Board that the 
applicant is ineligible for a license. The Department must notify the applicant stating the grounds 
for the denial. The notice of denial must inform the applicant of his or her right to an appeal 
through administrative and judicial review. 
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(g)  A licensee shall possess a license at all times the licensee carries a concealed firearm except: 
 
(1)  when the licensee is carrying or possessing a concealed firearm on his or her land or in his or 
her abode, legal dwelling, or fixed place of business, or on the land or in the legal dwelling of 
another person as an invitee with that person’s permission; 
 
(2)  when the person is authorized to carry a firearm under Section 24-2 of the Criminal Code of 
2012 [720 ILCS 5/24-2], except subsection (a-5) of that Section; or 
 
(3)  when the handgun is broken down in a non-functioning state, is not immediately accessible, 
or is unloaded and enclosed in a case. 
 
(h)  If an officer of a law enforcement agency initiates an investigative stop, including but not 
limited to a traffic stop, of a licensee or a non-resident carrying a concealed firearm under 
subsection (e) of Section 40 of this Act [430 ILCS 66/40], upon the request of the officer the 
licensee or non-resident shall disclose to the officer that he or she is in possession of a concealed 
firearm under this Act, or present the license upon the request of the officer if he or she is a 
licensee or present upon the request of the officer evidence under paragraph (2) of subsection (e) 
of Section 40 of this Act that he or she is a non-resident qualified to carry under that subsection. 
The disclosure requirement under this subsection (h) is satisfied if the licensee presents his or her 
license to the officer or the non-resident presents to the officer evidence under paragraph (2) of 
subsection (e) of Section 40 of this Act that he or she is qualified to carry under that subsection. 
Upon the request of the officer, the licensee or non-resident shall also identify the location of the 
concealed firearm and permit the officer to safely secure the firearm for the duration of the 
investigative stop. During a traffic stop, any passenger within the vehicle who is a licensee or a 
non-resident carrying under subsection (e) of Section 40 of this Act must comply with the 
requirements of this subsection (h). 
 
(h-1)  If a licensee carrying a firearm or a non-resident carrying a firearm in a vehicle under 
subsection (e) of Section 40 of this Act is contacted by a law enforcement officer or emergency 
services personnel, the law enforcement officer or emergency services personnel may secure the 
firearm or direct that it be secured during the duration of the contact if the law enforcement 
officer or emergency services personnel determines that it is necessary for the safety of any 
person present, including the law enforcement officer or emergency services personnel. The 
licensee or nonresident shall submit to the order to secure the firearm. When the law enforcement 
officer or emergency services personnel have determined that the licensee or non-resident is not 
a threat to the safety of any person present, including the law enforcement officer or emergency 
services personnel, and if the licensee or non-resident is physically and mentally capable of 
possessing the firearm, the law enforcement officer or emergency services personnel shall return 
the firearm to the licensee or non-resident before releasing him or her from the scene and 
breaking contact. If the licensee or non-resident is transported for treatment to another location, 
the firearm shall be turned over to any peace officer. The peace officer shall provide a receipt 
which includes the make, model, caliber, and serial number of the firearm. 
 
(i)  The Department shall maintain a database of license applicants and licensees. The database 
shall be available to all federal, State, and local law enforcement agencies, State’s Attorneys, the 
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Attorney General, and authorized court personnel. Within 180 days after the effective date of this 
Act, the database shall be searchable and provide all information included in the application, 
including the applicant’s previous addresses within the 10 years prior to the license application 
and any information related to violations of this Act. No law enforcement agency, State’s 
Attorney, Attorney General, or member or staff of the judiciary shall provide any information to 
a requester who is not entitled to it by law. 
 
(j)  No later than 10 days after receipt of a completed application, the Department shall enter the 
relevant information about the applicant into the database under subsection (i) of this Section 
which is accessible by law enforcement agencies. 
 
430 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 66/65 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Prohibited Areas 
 
(a)  A licensee under this Act shall not knowingly carry a firearm on or into: 
 
(1)  Any building, real property, and parking area under the control of a public or private 
elementary or secondary school. 
 
(2)  Any building, real property, and parking area under the control of a pre-school or child care 
facility, including any room or portion of a building under the control of a pre-school or child 
care facility. Nothing in this paragraph shall prevent the operator of a child care facility in a 
family home from owning or possessing a firearm in the home or license under this Act, if no 
child under child care at the home is present in the home or the firearm in the home is stored in a 
locked container when a child under child care at the home is present in the home. 
 
(3)  Any building, parking area, or portion of a building under the control of an officer of the 
executive or legislative branch of government, provided that nothing in this paragraph shall 
prohibit a licensee from carrying a concealed firearm onto the real property, bikeway, or trail in a 
park regulated by the Department of Natural Resources or any other designated public hunting 
area or building where firearm possession is permitted as established by the Department of 
Natural Resources under Section 1.8 of the Wildlife Code [430 ILCS 66/1.8]. 
 
(4)  Any building designated for matters before a circuit court, appellate court, or the Supreme 
Court, or any building or portion of a building under the control of the Supreme Court. 
 
(5)  Any building or portion of a building under the control of a unit of local government. 
 
(6)  Any building, real property, and parking area under the control of an adult or juvenile 
detention or correctional institution, prison, or jail. 
 
(7)  Any building, real property, and parking area under the control of a public or private hospital 
or hospital affiliate, mental health facility, or nursing home. 
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(8)  Any bus, train, or form of transportation paid for in whole or in part with public funds, and 
any building, real property, and parking area under the control of a public transportation facility 
paid for in whole or in part with public funds. 
 
(9)  Any building, real property, and parking area under the control of an establishment that 
serves alcohol on its premises, if more than 50% of the establishment’s gross receipts within the 
prior 3 months is from the sale of alcohol. The owner of an establishment who knowingly fails to 
prohibit concealed firearms on its premises as provided in this paragraph or who knowingly 
makes a false statement or record to avoid the prohibition on concealed firearms under this 
paragraph is subject to the penalty under subsection (c-5) of Section 10-1 of the Liquor Control 
Act of 1934 [235 ILCS 5/10-1]. 
 
(10)  Any public gathering or special event conducted on property open to the public that 
requires the issuance of a permit from the unit of local government, provided this prohibition 
shall not apply to a licensee who must walk through a public gathering in order to access his or 
her residence, place of business, or vehicle. 
 
(11)  Any building or real property that has been issued a Special Event Retailer’s license as 
defined in Section 1-3.17.1 of the Liquor Control Act [235 ILCS 5/1-3.17.1] during the time 
designated for the sale of alcohol by the Special Event Retailer’s license, or a Special use permit 
license as defined in subsection (q) of Section 5-1 of the Liquor Control Act [235 ILCS 5/5-1] 
during the time designated for the sale of alcohol by the Special use permit license. 
 
(12)  Any public playground. 
 
(13)  Any public park, athletic area, or athletic facility under the control of a municipality or park 
district, provided nothing in this Section shall prohibit a licensee from carrying a concealed 
firearm while on a trail or bikeway if only a portion of the trail or bikeway includes a public 
park. 
 
(14)  Any real property under the control of the Cook County Forest Preserve District. 
 
(15)  Any building, classroom, laboratory, medical clinic, hospital, artistic venue, athletic venue, 
entertainment venue, officially recognized university-related organization property, whether 
owned or leased, and any real property, including parking areas, sidewalks, and common areas 
under the control of a public or private community college, college, or university. 
 
(16)  Any building, real property, or parking area under the control of a gaming facility licensed 
under the Riverboat Gambling Act or the Illinois Horse Racing Act of 1975 [230 ILCS 10/1 et 
seq. or 230 ILCS 5/1 et seq.], including an inter-track wagering location licensee. 
 
(17)  Any stadium, arena, or the real property or parking area under the control of a stadium, 
arena, or any collegiate or professional sporting event. 
 
(18)  Any building, real property, or parking area under the control of a public library. 
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(19)  Any building, real property, or parking area under the control of an airport. 
 
(20)  Any building, real property, or parking area under the control of an amusement park. 
 
(21)  Any building, real property, or parking area under the control of a zoo or museum. 
 
(22) Any street, driveway, parking area, property, building, or facility, owned, leased, controlled, 
or used by a nuclear energy, storage, weapons, or development site or facility regulated by the 
federal Nuclear Regulatory Commission. The licensee shall not under any circumstance store a 
firearm or ammunition in his or her vehicle or in a compartment or container within a vehicle 
located anywhere in or on the street, driveway, parking area, property, building, or facility 
described in this paragraph. 
 
(23)  Any area where firearms are prohibited under federal law. 
 
(a-5)  Nothing in this Act shall prohibit a public or private community college, college, or 
university from: 
 
(1)  prohibiting persons from carrying a firearm within a vehicle owned, leased, or controlled by 
the college or university; 
 
(2)  developing resolutions, regulations, or policies regarding student, employee, or visitor 
misconduct and discipline, including suspension and expulsion; 
 
(3)  developing resolutions, regulations, or policies regarding the storage or maintenance of 
firearms, which must include designated areas where persons can park vehicles that carry 
firearms; and 
 
(4)  permitting the carrying or use of firearms for the purpose of instruction and curriculum of 
officially recognized programs, including but not limited to military science and law 
enforcement training programs, or in any designated area used for hunting purposes or target 
shooting. 
 
(a-10)  The owner of private real property of any type may prohibit the carrying of concealed 
firearms on the property under his or her control. The owner must post a sign in accordance with 
subsection (d) of this Section indicating that firearms are prohibited on the property, unless the 
property is a private residence. 
 
(b)  Notwithstanding subsections (a), (a-5), and (a-10) of this Section except under paragraph 
(22) or (23) of subsection (a), any licensee prohibited from carrying a concealed firearm into the 
parking area of a prohibited location specified in subsection (a), (a-5), or (a-10) of this Section 
shall be permitted to carry a concealed firearm on or about his or her person within a vehicle into 
the parking area and may store a firearm or ammunition concealed in a case within a locked 
vehicle or locked container out of plain view within the vehicle in the parking area. A licensee 
may carry a concealed firearm in the immediate area surrounding his or her vehicle within a 
prohibited parking lot area only for the limited purpose of storing or retrieving a firearm within 
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the vehicle’s trunk. For purposes of this subsection, “case” includes a glove compartment or 
console that completely encloses the concealed firearm or ammunition, the trunk of the vehicle, 
or a firearm carrying box, shipping box, or other container. 
 
(c)  A licensee shall not be in violation of this Section while he or she is traveling along a public 
right of way that touches or crosses any of the premises under subsection (a), (a-5), or (a-10) of 
this Section if the concealed firearm is carried on his or her person in accordance with the 
provisions of this Act or is being transported in a vehicle by the licensee in accordance with all 
other applicable provisions of law. 
 
(d)  Signs stating that the carrying of firearms is prohibited shall be clearly and conspicuously 
posted at the entrance of a building, premises, or real property specified in this Section as a 
prohibited area, unless the building or premises is a private residence. Signs shall be of a uniform 
design as established by the Department and shall be 4 inches by 6 inches in size. The 
Department shall adopt rules for standardized signs to be used under this subsection. 
 
720 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 5/24-1 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Unlawful use of weapon 
 
(a)  A person commits the offense of unlawful use of weapons when he knowingly: 
 
(1)  Sells, manufactures, purchases, possesses or carries any bludgeon, black-jack, slung-shot, 
sand-club, sand-bag, metal knuckles or other knuckle weapon regardless of its composition, 
throwing star, or any knife, commonly referred to as a switchblade knife, which has a blade that 
opens automatically by hand pressure applied to a button, spring or other device in the handle of 
the knife, or a ballistic knife, which is a device that propels a knifelike blade as a projectile by 
means of a coil spring, elastic material or compressed gas; or 
 
(2)  Carries or possesses with intent to use the same unlawfully against another, a dagger, dirk, 
billy, dangerous knife, razor, stiletto, broken bottle or other piece of glass, stun gun or taser or 
any other dangerous or deadly weapon or instrument of like character; or 
 
(3)  Carries on or about his person or in any vehicle, a tear gas gun projector or bomb or any 
object containing noxious liquid gas or substance, other than an object containing a non-lethal 
noxious liquid gas or substance designed solely for personal defense carried by a person 18 years 
of age or older; or 
 
(4)  Carries or possesses in any vehicle or concealed on or about his person except when on his 
land or in his own abode, legal dwelling, or fixed place of business, or on the land or in the legal 
dwelling of another person as an invitee with that person’s permission, any pistol, revolver, stun 
gun or taser or other firearm, except that this subsection (a) (4) does not apply to or affect 
transportation of weapons that meet one of the following conditions: 
 
(i)  are broken down in a non-functioning state; or 
 
(ii)  are not immediately accessible; or 
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(iii)  are unloaded and enclosed in a case, firearm carrying box, shipping box, or other container 
by a person who has been issued a currently valid Firearm Owner’s Identification Card; or 
 
(iv)  are carried or possessed in accordance with the Firearm Concealed Carry Act [430 ILCS 
66/1 et seq.] by a person who has been issued a currently valid license under the Firearm 
Concealed Carry Act or 
 
(5)  Sets a spring gun; or 
 
(6)  Possesses any device or attachment of any kind designed, used or intended for use in 
silencing the report of any firearm; or 
 
(7)  Sells, manufactures, purchases, possesses or carries: 
 
(i)  a machine gun, which shall be defined for the purposes of this subsection as any weapon, 
which shoots, is designed to shoot, or can be readily restored to shoot, automatically more than 
one shot without manually reloading by a single function of the trigger, including the frame or 
receiver of any such weapon, or sells, manufactures, purchases, possesses, or carries any 
combination of parts designed or intended for use in converting any weapon into a machine gun, 
or any combination or parts from which a machine gun can be assembled if such parts are in the 
possession or under the control of a person; 
 
(ii)  any rifle having one or more barrels less than 16 inches in length or a shotgun having one or 
more barrels less than 18 inches in length or any weapon made from a rifle or shotgun, whether 
by alteration, modification, or otherwise, if such a weapon as modified has an overall length of 
less than 26 inches; or 
 
(iii)  any bomb, bomb-shell, grenade, bottle or other container containing an explosive substance 
of over one-quarter ounce for like purposes, such as, but not limited to, black powder bombs and 
Molotov cocktails or artillery projectiles; or 
 
(8)  Carries or possesses any firearm, stun gun or taser or other deadly weapon in any place 
which is licensed to sell intoxicating beverages, or at any public gathering held pursuant to a 
license issued by any governmental body or any public gathering at which an admission is 
charged, excluding a place where a showing, demonstration or lecture involving the exhibition of 
unloaded firearms is conducted. 
 
This subsection (a)(8) does not apply to any auction or raffle of a firearm held pursuant to a 
license or permit issued by a governmental body, nor does it apply to persons engaged in firearm 
safety training courses; or 
 
(9)  Carries or possesses in a vehicle or on or about his person any pistol, revolver, stun gun or 
taser or firearm or ballistic knife, when he is hooded, robed or masked in such manner as to 
conceal his identity; or 
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(10)  Carries or possesses on or about his person, upon any public street, alley, or other public 
lands within the corporate limits of a city, village or incorporated town, except when an invitee 
thereon or therein, for the purpose of the display of such weapon or the lawful commerce in 
weapons, or except when on his land or in his own abode, legal dwelling, or fixed place of 
business, or on the land or in the legal dwelling of another person as an invitee with that person’s 
permission, any pistol, revolver, stun gun or taser or other firearm, except that this subsection (a) 
(10) does not apply to or affect transportation of weapons that meet one of the following 
conditions: 
 
(i)  are broken down in a non-functioning state; or 
 
(ii)  are not immediately accessible; or 
 
(iii)  are unloaded and enclosed in a case, firearm carrying box, shipping box, or other container 
by a person who has been issued a currently valid Firearm Owner’s Identification Card; or 
 
(iv)  are carried or possessed in accordance with the Firearm Concealed Carry Act by a person 
who has been issued a currently valid license under the Firearm Concealed Carry Act. 
 
A “stun gun or taser”, as used in this paragraph (a) means (i) any device which is powered by 
electrical charging units, such as, batteries, and which fires one or several barbs attached to a 
length of wire and which, upon hitting a human, can send out a current capable of disrupting the 
person’s nervous system in such a manner as to render him incapable of normal functioning or 
(ii) any device which is powered by electrical charging units, such as batteries, and which, upon 
contact with a human or clothing worn by a human, can send out current capable of disrupting 
the person’s nervous system in such a manner as to render him incapable of normal functioning; 
or 
 
(11)  Sells, manufactures or purchases any explosive bullet. For purposes of this paragraph (a) 
“explosive bullet” means the projectile portion of an ammunition cartridge which contains or 
carries an explosive charge which will explode upon contact with the flesh of a human or an 
animal. “Cartridge” means a tubular metal case having a projectile affixed at the front thereof 
and a cap or primer at the rear end thereof, with the propellant contained in such tube between 
the projectile and the cap; or 
 
(12)  (Blank); or 
 
(13)  Carries or possesses on or about his or her person while in a building occupied by a unit of 
government, a billy club, other weapon of like character, or other instrument of like character 
intended for use as a weapon. For the purposes of this Section, “billy club” means a short stick or 
club commonly carried by police officers which is either telescopic or constructed of a solid 
piece of wood or other man-made material. 
 
(b)  Sentence. A person convicted of a violation of subsection 24-1(a)(1) through (5), subsection 
24-1(a)(10), subsection 24-1(a)(11), or subsection 24-1(a)(13) commits a Class A misdemeanor. 
A person convicted of a violation of subsection 24-1(a)(8) or 24-1(a)(9) commits a Class 4 
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felony; a person convicted of a violation of subsection 24-1(a)(6) or 24-1(a)(7)(ii) or (iii) 
commits a Class 3 felony. A person convicted of a violation of subsection 24-1(a)(7)(i) commits 
a Class 2 felony and shall be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not less than 3 years and not 
more than 7 years, unless the weapon is possessed in the passenger compartment of a motor 
vehicle as defined in Section 1-146 of the Illinois Vehicle Code, or on the person, while the 
weapon is loaded, in which case it shall be a Class X felony. A person convicted of a second or 
subsequent violation of subsection 24-1(a)(4), 24-1(a)(8), 24-1(a)(9), or 24-1(a)(10) commits a 
Class 3 felony. The possession of each weapon in violation of this Section constitutes a single 
and separate violation. 
 
(c)  Violations in specific places. 
 
(1)  A person who violates subsection 24-1(a)(6) or 24-1(a)(7) in any school, regardless of the 
time of day or the time of year, in residential property owned, operated or managed by a public 
housing agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-income 
development, in a public park, in a courthouse, on the real property comprising any school, 
regardless of the time of day or the time of year, on residential property owned, operated or 
managed by a public housing agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered 
site or mixed-income development, on the real property comprising any public park, on the real 
property comprising any courthouse, in any conveyance owned, leased or contracted by a school 
to transport students to or from school or a school related activity, in any conveyance owned, 
leased, or contracted by a public transportation agency, or on any public way within 1,000 feet of 
the real property comprising any school, public park, courthouse, public transportation facility, 
or residential property owned, operated, or managed by a public housing agency or leased by a 
public housing agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-income development commits a Class 
2 felony and shall be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not less than 3 years and not more 
than 7 years. 
 
(1.5)  A person who violates subsection 24-1(a)(4), 24-1(a)(9), or 24-1(a)(10) in any school, 
regardless of the time of day or the time of year, in residential property owned, operated, or 
managed by a public housing agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered 
site or mixed-income development, in a public park, in a courthouse, on the real property 
comprising any school, regardless of the time of day or the time of year, on residential property 
owned, operated, or managed by a public housing agency or leased by a public housing agency 
as part of a scattered site or mixed-income development, on the real property comprising any 
public park, on the real property comprising any courthouse, in any conveyance owned, leased, 
or contracted by a school to transport students to or from school or a school related activity, in 
any conveyance owned, leased, or contracted by a public transportation agency, or on any public 
way within 1,000 feet of the real property comprising any school, public park, courthouse, public 
transportation facility, or residential property owned, operated, or managed by a public housing 
agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-income 
development commits a Class 3 felony. 
 
(2)  A person who violates subsection 24-1(a)(1), 24-1(a)(2), or 24-1(a)(3) in any school, 
regardless of the time of day or the time of year, in residential property owned, operated or 
managed by a public housing agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered 
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site or mixed-income development, in a public park, in a courthouse, on the real property 
comprising any school, regardless of the time of day or the time of year, on residential property 
owned, operated or managed by a public housing agency or leased by a public housing agency as 
part of a scattered site or mixed-income development, on the real property comprising any public 
park, on the real property comprising any courthouse, in any conveyance owned, leased or 
contracted by a school to transport students to or from school or a school related activity, in any 
conveyance owned, leased, or contracted by a public transportation agency, or on any public way 
within 1,000 feet of the real property comprising any school, public park, courthouse, public 
transportation facility, or residential property owned, operated, or managed by a public housing 
agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-income 
development commits a Class 4 felony.“Courthouse” means any building that is used by the 
Circuit, Appellate, or Supreme Court of this State for the conduct of official business. 
 
(3)  Paragraphs (1), (1.5), and (2) of this subsection (c) shall not apply to law enforcement 
officers or security officers of such school, college, or university or to students carrying or 
possessing firearms for use in training courses, parades, hunting, target shooting on school 
ranges, or otherwise with the consent of school authorities and which firearms are transported 
unloaded enclosed in a suitable case, box, or transportation package. 
 
(4)  For the purposes of this subsection (c), “school” means any public or private elementary or 
secondary school, community college, college, or university. 
 
(5)  For the purposes of this subsection (c), “public transportation agency” means a public or 
private agency that provides for the transportation or conveyance of persons by means available 
to the general public, except for transportation by automobiles not used for conveyance of the 
general public as passengers; and “public transportation facility” means a terminal or other place 
where one may obtain public transportation. 
 
(d)  The presence in an automobile other than a public omnibus of any weapon, instrument or 
substance referred to in subsection (a)(7) is prima facie evidence that it is in the possession of, 
and is being carried by, all persons occupying such automobile at the time such weapon, 
instrument or substance is found, except under the following circumstances: (i) if such weapon, 
instrument or instrumentality is found upon the person of one of the occupants therein; or (ii) if 
such weapon, instrument or substance is found in an automobile operated for hire by a duly 
licensed driver in the due, lawful and proper pursuit of his trade, then such presumption shall not 
apply to the driver. 
 
(e)  Exemptions. Crossbows, Common or Compound bows and Underwater Spearguns are 
exempted from the definition of ballistic knife as defined in paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of 
this Section. 
 
720 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 5/24-10 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Municipal ordinance regulating firearms; affirmative defense to a violation 
 
It is an affirmative defense to a violation of a municipal ordinance that prohibits, regulates, or 
restricts the private ownership of firearms if the individual who is charged with the violation 
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used the firearm in an act of self-defense or defense of another as defined in Sections 7-1 and 7-2 
of this Code [720 ILCS 5/7-1 and 720 ILCS 5/7-2] when on his or her land or in his or her abode 
or fixed place of business. 
 
720 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 5/29D-35.1 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Boarding or attempting to board an aircraft with weapon 
 
(a)  It is unlawful for any person to board or attempt to board any commercial or charter aircraft, 
knowingly having in his or her possession any firearm, explosive of any type, or other lethal or 
dangerous weapon. 
 
(b)  This Section does not apply to any person authorized by either the federal government or any 
state government to carry firearms, but the person so exempted from the provisions of this 
Section shall notify the commander of any aircraft he or she is about to board that he or she does 
possess a firearm and show identification satisfactory to the aircraft commander that he or she is 
authorized to carry that firearm. 
 
(c)  Any person purchasing a ticket to board any commercial or charter aircraft shall by that 
purchase consent to a search of his or her person or personal belongings by the company selling 
the ticket to him or her. The person may refuse to submit to a search of his or her person or 
personal belongings by the aircraft company, but the person refusing may be denied the right to 
board the commercial or charter aircraft at the discretion of the carrier. Such a refusal creates no 
inference of unlawful conduct. 
 
(d)  Any evidence of criminal activity found during a search made pursuant to this Section shall 
be admissible in legal proceedings for the sole purpose of supporting a charge of violation of this 
Section and is inadmissible as evidence in any legal proceeding for any other purpose, except in 
the prosecution of offenses related to weapons as set out in Article 24 of this Code [720 ILCS 
5/24-1 et seq.]. 
 
(e)  No action may be brought against any commercial or charter airline company operating in 
this State for the refusal of that company to permit a person to board any aircraft if that person 
refused to be searched as set out in subsection (c) of this Section. 
 
(f)  Violation of this Section is a Class 4 felony. 
 
Indiana 
  
Ind. Code Ann. § 34-28-7.1 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Possession of Firearms and Ammunition in Locked Vehicles  
 
This chapter applies only to possession of a firearm or ammunition by an individual who may 
possess the firearm or ammunition legally. This chapter does not apply to the possession of a 
firearm, ammunition, or other device for which an individual must possess a valid federal 
firearms license issued under 18 U.S.C. 923 to possess the firearm, ammunition, or other device. 
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Ind. Code Ann. § 34-28-7-2 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Prohibition on ordinances, resolutions, policies, or rules that prohibit possession of 
firearms or ammunition in locked vehicles — Exclusions and exceptions 
 
(a)  Notwithstanding any other law and except as provided in subsection (b), a person may not 
adopt or enforce an ordinance, a resolution, a policy, or a rule that: 
 
(1)  prohibits; or 
 
(2)  has the effect of prohibiting; 
an employee of the person, including a contract employee, from possessing a firearm or 
ammunition that is locked in the trunk of the employee’s vehicle, kept in the glove compartment 
of the employee’s locked vehicle, or stored out of plain sight in the employee’s locked vehicle. 
 
(b)  Subsection (a) does not prohibit the adoption or enforcement of an ordinance, a resolution, a 
policy, or a rule that prohibits or has the effect of prohibiting an employee of the person, 
including a contract employee, from possessing a firearm or ammunition: 
 
(1)  on the property of: 
 
(A)  a child caring institution; 
 
(B)  an emergency shelter care child caring institution; 
 
(C)  a private secure facility; 
 
(D)  a group home; 
 
(E)  an emergency shelter care group home; or 
 
(F)  a child care center; 
 
in violation of 465 IAC 2-9-80, 465 IAC 2-10-79, 465 IAC 2-11-80, 465 IAC 2-12-78, 465 IAC 
2-13-77, or 470 IAC 3-4.7-19; 
 
(2)  on the property of a penal facility (as defined in IC 35-31.5-2-232); 
 
(3)  in violation of federal law; 
 
(4)  in or on property belonging to an approved postsecondary educational institution (as defined 
in IC 21-7-13-6(b)); 
 
(5)  on the property of a domestic violence shelter; 
 
(6)  at the employer’s residence; 
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(7)  on the property of a person that is: 
 
(A)  subject to the United States Department of Homeland Security’s Chemical Facility Anti-
Terrorism Standards issued April 9, 2007; and 
 
(B)  licensed by the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission under Title 10 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations; 
 
(8)  on property owned by: 
 
(A)  a public utility (as defined in IC 8-1-2-1) that generates and transmits electric power; or 
 
(B)  a department of public utilities created under IC 8-1-11.1; or 
 
(9)  in the employee’s personal vehicle if the employee, including a contract employee, is a direct 
support professional who: 
 
(A)  works directly with individuals with developmental disabilities to assist the individuals to 
become integrated into the individuals’ community or least restrictive environment; and 
 
(B)  uses the employee’s personal vehicle while transporting an individual with developmental 
disabilities. 
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-11.1 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Applicability of chapter 
 
This chapter applies to a political subdivision (as defined in IC 3-5-2-38). 
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-11.1-2 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Local regulation prohibited 
 
Except as provided in section 4 [IC 35-47-11.1-4] of this chapter, a political subdivision may not 
regulate: 
 
(1)  firearms, ammunition, and firearm accessories; 
 
(2)  the ownership, possession, carrying, transportation, registration, transfer, and storage of 
firearms, ammunition, and firearm accessories; and 
 
(3)  commerce in and taxation of firearms, firearm ammunition, and firearm accessories. 
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-2-1 (LexisNexis 2015) 
License required to carry handgun — Exceptions 
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(a)  Except as provided in subsections (b) and (c) and section 2 [IC 35-47-2-2] of this chapter, a 
person shall not carry a handgun in any vehicle or on or about the person’s body without being 
licensed under this chapter to carry a handgun. 
 
(b)  Except as provided in subsection (c), a person may carry a handgun without being licensed 
under this chapter to carry a handgun if: 
 
(1)  the person carries the handgun on or about the person’s body in or on property that is owned, 
leased, rented, or otherwise legally controlled by the person; 
 
(2)  the person carries the handgun on or about the person’s body while lawfully present in or on 
property that is owned, leased, rented, or otherwise legally controlled by another person, if the 
person: 
 
(A)  has the consent of the owner, renter, lessor, or person who legally controls the property to 
have the handgun on the premises; 
 
(B)  is attending a firearms related event on the property, including a gun show, firearms expo, 
gun owner’s club or convention, hunting club, shooting club, or training course; or 
 
(C)  is on the property to receive firearms related services, including the repair, maintenance, or 
modification of a firearm; 
 
(3)  the person carries the handgun in a vehicle that is owned, leased, rented, or otherwise legally 
controlled by the person, if the handgun is: 
 
(A)  unloaded; 
 
(B)  not readily accessible; and 
 
(C)  secured in a case; 
 
(4)  the person carries the handgun while lawfully present in a vehicle that is owned, leased, 
rented, or otherwise legally controlled by another person, if the handgun is: 
 
(A)  unloaded; 
 
(B)  not readily accessible; and 
 
(C)  secured in a case; or 
 
(5)  the person carries the handgun: 
 
(A)  at a shooting range (as defined in IC 14-22-31.5-3); 
 
(B)  while attending a firearms instructional course; or 
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(C)  while engaged in a legal hunting activity. 
 
(c)  Unless the person’s right to possess a firearm has been restored under IC 35-47-4-7, a person 
who has been convicted of domestic battery under IC 35-42-2-1.3 may not possess or carry a 
handgun. 
 
(d)  This section may be not construed: 
 
(1)  to prohibit a person who owns, leases, rents, or otherwise legally controls private property 
from regulating or prohibiting the possession of firearms on the private property; 
 
(2)  to allow a person to adopt or enforce an ordinance, resolution, policy, or rule that: 
 
(A)  prohibits; or 
 
(B)  has the effect of prohibiting; 
an employee of the person from possessing a firearm or ammunition that is locked in the trunk of 
the employee’s vehicle, kept in the glove compartment of the employee’s locked vehicle, or 
stored out of plain sight in the employee’s locked vehicle, unless the person’s adoption or 
enforcement of the ordinance, resolution, policy, or rule is allowed under IC 34-28-7-2(b); or 
 
(3)  to allow a person to adopt or enforce a law, statute, ordinance, resolution, policy, or rule that 
allows a person to possess or transport a firearm or ammunition if the person is prohibited from 
possessing or transporting the firearm or ammunition by state or federal law. 
 
(e)  A person who knowingly or intentionally violates this section commits a Class A 
misdemeanor. However, the offense is a Level 5 felony: 
 
(1)  if the offense is committed: 
 
(A)  on or in school property; 
 
(B)  within five hundred (500) feet of school property; or 
 
(C)  on a school bus; or 
 
(2)  if the person: 
 
(A)  has a prior conviction of any offense under: 
 
(i)  this section; or 
 
(ii)  section 22 [IC 35-47-2-22] of this chapter; or 
 
(B)  has been convicted of a felony within fifteen (15) years before the date of the offense. 
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Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-2-3 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Issuance of licenses 
 
(a)  A person desiring a license to carry a handgun shall apply: 
 
(1)  to the chief of police or corresponding law enforcement officer of the municipality in which 
the applicant resides; 
 
(2)  if that municipality has no such officer, or if the applicant does not reside in a municipality, 
to the sheriff of the county in which the applicant resides after the applicant has obtained an 
application form prescribed by the superintendent; or 
 
(3)  if the applicant is a resident of another state and has a regular place of business or 
employment in Indiana, to the sheriff of the county in which the applicant has a regular place of 
business or employment. 
The superintendent and local law enforcement agencies shall allow an applicant desiring to 
obtain or renew a license to carry a handgun to submit an application electronically under this 
chapter if funds are available to establish and maintain an electronic application system. 
 
(b)  The law enforcement agency which accepts an application for a handgun license shall collect 
the following application fees: 
 
(1)  From a person applying for a four (4) year handgun license, a ten dollar ($10) application 
fee, five dollars ($5) of which shall be refunded if the license is not issued. 
 
(2)  From a person applying for a lifetime handgun license who does not currently possess a 
valid Indiana handgun license, a fifty dollar ($50) application fee, thirty dollars ($30) of which 
shall be refunded if the license is not issued. 
 
(3)  From a person applying for a lifetime handgun license who currently possesses a valid 
Indiana handgun license, a forty dollar ($40) application fee, thirty dollars ($30) of which shall 
be refunded if the license is not issued. 
 
Except as provided in subsection (h), the fee shall be deposited into the law enforcement 
agency’s firearms training fund or other appropriate training activities fund and used by the 
agency to train law enforcement officers in the proper use of firearms or in other law 
enforcement duties, or to purchase firearms, firearm related equipment, or body armor (as 
defined in IC 35-47-5-13(a)) for the law enforcement officers employed by the law enforcement 
agency. The state board of accounts shall establish rules for the proper accounting and 
expenditure of funds collected under this subsection. 
 
(c)  The officer to whom the application is made shall ascertain the applicant’s name, full 
address, length of residence in the community, whether the applicant’s residence is located 
within the limits of any city or town, the applicant’s occupation, place of business or 
employment, criminal record, if any, and convictions (minor traffic offenses excepted), age, race, 
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sex, nationality, date of birth, citizenship, height, weight, build, color of hair, color of eyes, scars 
and marks, whether the applicant has previously held an Indiana license to carry a handgun and, 
if so, the serial number of the license and year issued, whether the applicant’s license has ever 
been suspended or revoked, and if so, the year and reason for the suspension or revocation, and 
the applicant’s reason for desiring a license. The officer to whom the application is made shall 
conduct an investigation into the applicant’s official records and verify thereby the applicant’s 
character and reputation, and shall in addition verify for accuracy the information contained in 
the application, and shall forward this information together with the officer’s recommendation 
for approval or disapproval and one (1) set of legible and classifiable fingerprints of the applicant 
to the superintendent. 
 
(d)  The superintendent may make whatever further investigation the superintendent deems 
necessary. Whenever disapproval is recommended, the officer to whom the application is made 
shall provide the superintendent and the applicant with the officer’s complete and specific 
reasons, in writing, for the recommendation of disapproval. 
 
(e)  If it appears to the superintendent that the applicant: 
 
(1)  has a proper reason for carrying a handgun; 
 
(2)  is of good character and reputation; 
 
(3)  is a proper person to be licensed; and 
 
(4)  is: 
 
(A)  a citizen of the United States; or 
 
(B)  not a citizen of the United States but is allowed to carry a firearm in the United States under 
federal law; 
the superintendent shall issue to the applicant a qualified or an unlimited license to carry any 
handgun lawfully possessed by the applicant. The original license shall be delivered to the 
licensee. A copy shall be delivered to the officer to whom the application for license was made. 
A copy shall be retained by the superintendent for at least four (4) years in the case of a four (4) 
year license. The superintendent may adopt guidelines to establish a records retention policy for 
a lifetime license. A four (4) year license shall be valid for a period of four (4) years from the 
date of issue. A lifetime license is valid for the life of the individual receiving the license. The 
license of police officers, sheriffs or their deputies, and law enforcement officers of the United 
States government who have been honorably retired by a lawfully created pension board or its 
equivalent after twenty (20) or more years of service shall be valid for the life of these 
individuals. However, a lifetime license is automatically revoked if the license holder does not 
remain a proper person. 
 
(f)  At the time a license is issued and delivered to a licensee under subsection (e), the 
superintendent shall include with the license information concerning handgun safety rules that: 
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(1)  neither opposes nor supports an individual’s right to bear arms; and 
 
(2)  is: 
 
(A)  recommended by a nonprofit educational organization that is dedicated to providing 
education on safe handling and use of firearms; 
 
(B)  prepared by the state police department; and 
 
(C)  approved by the superintendent. 
The superintendent may not deny a license under this section because the information required 
under this subsection is unavailable at the time the superintendent would otherwise issue a 
license. The state police department may accept private donations or grants to defray the cost of 
printing and mailing the information required under this subsection. 
 
(g)  A license to carry a handgun shall not be issued to any person who: 
 
(1)  has been convicted of a felony; 
 
(2)  has had a license to carry a handgun suspended, unless the person’s license has been 
reinstated; 
 
(3)  is under eighteen (18) years of age; 
 
(4)  is under twenty-three (23) years of age if the person has been adjudicated a delinquent child 
for an act that would be a felony if committed by an adult; or 
 
(5)  has been arrested for a Class A or Class B felony for an offense committed before July 1, 
2014, for a Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, or Level 4 felony for an offense committed after June 30, 
2014, or any other felony that was committed while armed with a deadly weapon or that 
involved the use of violence, if a court has found probable cause to believe that the person 
committed the offense charged. 
 
In the case of an arrest under subdivision (5), a license to carry a handgun may be issued to a 
person who has been acquitted of the specific offense charged or if the charges for the specific 
offense are dismissed. The superintendent shall prescribe all forms to be used in connection with 
the administration of this chapter. 
 
(h)  If the law enforcement agency that charges a fee under subsection (b) is a city or town law 
enforcement agency, the fee shall be deposited in the law enforcement continuing education fund 
established under IC 5-2-8-2. 
 
(i)  If a person who holds a valid license to carry a handgun issued under this chapter: 
 
(1)  changes the person’s name; 
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(2)  changes the person’s address; or 
 
(3)  experiences a change, including an arrest or a conviction, that may affect the person’s status 
as a proper person (as defined in IC 35-47-1-7) or otherwise disqualify the person from holding a 
license; 
 
the person shall, not later than thirty (30) days after the date of a change described under 
subdivision (3), and not later than sixty (60) days after the date of the change described under 
subdivision (1) or (2), notify the superintendent, in writing, of the event described under 
subdivision (3) or, in the case of a change under subdivision (1) or (2), the person’s new name or 
new address. 
 
(j)  The state police shall indicate on the form for a license to carry a handgun the notification 
requirements of subsection (i). 
 
(k)  The state police department shall adopt rules under IC 4-22-2 to implement an electronic 
application system under subsection (a). Rules adopted under this section must require the 
superintendent to keep on file one (1) set of classifiable and legible fingerprints from every 
person who has received a license to carry a handgun so that a person who applies to renew a 
license will not be required to submit an additional set of fingerprints. 
 
(l)  Except as provided in subsection (m), for purposes of IC 5-14-3-4(a)(1), the following 
information is confidential, may not be published, and is not open to public inspection: 
 
(1)  Information submitted by a person under this section to: 
 
(A)  obtain; or 
 
(B)  renew; 
a license to carry a handgun. 
 
(2)  Information obtained by a federal, state, or local government entity in the course of an 
investigation concerning a person who applies to: 
 
(A)  obtain; or 
 
(B)  renew; 
a license to carry a handgun issued under this chapter. 
 
(3)  The name, address, and any other information that may be used to identify a person who 
holds a license to carry a handgun issued under this chapter. 
 
(m)  Notwithstanding subsection (l): 
 
(1)  any information concerning an applicant for or a person who holds a license to carry a 
handgun issued under this chapter may be released to a federal, state, or local government entity: 
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(A)  for law enforcement purposes; or 
 
(B)  to determine the validity of a license to carry a handgun; and 
 
(2)  general information concerning the issuance of licenses to carry handguns in Indiana may be 
released to a person conducting journalistic or academic research, but only if all personal 
information that could disclose the identity of any person who holds a license to carry a handgun 
issued under this chapter has been removed from the general information. 
 
(n)  A person who knowingly or intentionally violates this section commits a Class B 
misdemeanor. 
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-2-4 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Qualified licenses — Unlimited licenses 
 
(a)  Licenses to carry handguns shall be either qualified or unlimited, and are valid for: 
 
(1)  four (4) years from the date of issue in the case of a four (4) year license; or 
 
(2)  the life of the individual receiving the license in the case of a lifetime license. 
A qualified license shall be issued for hunting and target practice. The superintendent may adopt 
rules imposing limitations on the use and carrying of handguns under a license when handguns 
are carried by a licensee as a condition of employment. Unlimited licenses shall be issued for the 
purpose of the protection of life and property. 
 
(b)  In addition to the application fee, the fee for: 
 
(1)  a qualified license shall be: 
 
(A)  five dollars ($5) for a four (4) year qualified license; 
 
(B)  twenty-five dollars ($25) for a lifetime qualified license from a person who does not 
currently possess a valid Indiana handgun license; or 
 
(C)  twenty dollars ($20) for a lifetime qualified license from a person who currently possesses a 
valid Indiana handgun license; and 
 
(2)  an unlimited license shall be: 
 
(A)  thirty dollars ($30) for a four (4) year unlimited license; 
 
(B)  seventy-five dollars ($75) for a lifetime unlimited license from a person who does not 
currently possess a valid Indiana handgun license; or 
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(C)  sixty dollars ($60) for a lifetime unlimited license from a person who currently possesses a 
valid Indiana handgun license. 
The superintendent shall charge a twenty dollar ($20) fee for the issuance of a duplicate license 
to replace a lost or damaged license. These fees shall be deposited in accordance with subsection 
(e). 
 
(c)  Licensed dealers are exempt from the payment of fees specified in subsection (b) for a 
qualified license or an unlimited license. 
 
(d)  The following officers of this state or the United States who have been honorably retired by 
a lawfully created pension board or its equivalent after at least twenty (20) years of service or 
because of a disability are exempt from the payment of fees specified in subsection (b): 
 
(1)  Police officers. 
 
(2)  Sheriffs or their deputies. 
 
(3)  Law enforcement officers. 
 
(4)  Correctional officers. 
 
(e)  Fees collected under this section shall be deposited in the state general fund. 
 
(f)  The superintendent may not issue a lifetime qualified license or a lifetime unlimited license 
to a person who is a resident of another state. The superintendent may issue a four (4) year 
qualified license or a four (4) year unlimited license to a person who is a resident of another state 
and who has a regular place of business or employment in Indiana as described in section 3(a)(3) 
[IC 35-47-2-3(a)(3)] of this chapter. 
 
(g)  A person who knowingly or intentionally violates this section commits a Class B 
misdemeanor. 
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-6-1 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Possession of deadly weapon when boarding aircraft prohibited 
 
(a)  A person who knowingly or intentionally boards a commercial or charter aircraft having in 
the person’s possession: 
 
(1)  a firearm; 
 
(2)  an explosive; or 
 
(3)  any other deadly weapon; 
commits a Level 5 felony. 
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(b)  However, the offense is a Level 4 felony if the person committed the offense with the intent 
to: 
 
(1)  disrupt the operation of the aircraft; or 
 
(2)  cause harm to another person. 
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-6-1.1 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Undisclosed transport of dangerous device 
 
(a)  As used in this section, “dangerous device” means: 
 
(1)  a firearm; 
 
(2)  a destructive device (as defined in IC 35-47.5-2-4); or 
 
(3)  a weapon of mass destruction (IC 35-31.5-2-354). 
 
(b)  A person who checks an item to be transported on a commercial passenger airline and who: 
 
(1)  knows the item contains a dangerous device; and 
 
(2) knowingly or intentionally fails to disclose orally or in writing to the person to whom 
possession of the item is delivered for carriage that the item contains a dangerous device; 
commits undisclosed transport of a dangerous device, a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-6-1.3 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Possession of firearm, explosive, or deadly weapon in airport 
 
A person who knowingly or intentionally enters an area of an airport to which access is 
controlled by the inspection of persons and property while the person: 
 
(1)  possesses: 
 
(A)  a firearm; 
 
(B)  an explosive; or 
 
(C)  any other deadly weapon; or 
 
(2)  has access to property that contains: 
 
(A)  a firearm; 
 
(B)  an explosive; or 
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(C)  any other deadly weapon; 
commits a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-6-1.4 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Unauthorized entry into inspection-controlled areas of airports 
 
(a)  This section does not apply to a person who is: 
 
(1)  employed by: 
 
(A)  an airport; 
 
(B)  an airline; or 
 
(C)  a law enforcement agency; and 
 
(2)  acting lawfully within the scope of the person’s employment. 
 
(b)  A person who knowingly or intentionally enters an area of an airport to which access is 
controlled by the inspection of persons or property without submitting to the inspection commits 
a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-47-6-1.6 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Use or threat of force to disrupt operation of aircraft — Hijacking an aircraft 
 
(a)  A person who knowingly or intentionally uses force or violence or the threat of force or 
violence to disrupt the operation of an aircraft commits a Level 4 felony. 
 
(b)  A person who knowingly or intentionally uses force or violence or the threat of force or 
violence to hijack an aircraft in flight commits a Level 2 felony. 
 
(c)  For purposes of this section, an aircraft is considered to be in flight while the aircraft is: 
 
(1)  on the ground in Indiana: 
 
(A)  after the doors of the aircraft are closed for takeoff; and 
 
(B)  until the aircraft takes off; 
 
(2)  in the airspace above Indiana; or 
 
(3)  on the ground in Indiana: 
 
(A)  after the aircraft lands; and 
 
(B)  before the doors of the aircraft are opened after landing. 
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Iowa 
 
Iowa Code § 723.4 (2015)  
Disorderly conduct 
 
A person commits a simple misdemeanor when the person does any of the following: 
 
1. Engages in fighting or violent behavior in any public place or in or near any lawful assembly 
of persons, provided, that participants in athletic contests may engage in such conduct which is 
reasonably related to that sport. 
 
2. Makes loud and raucous noise in the vicinity of any residence or public building which causes 
unreasonable distress to the occupants thereof. 
 
3. Directs abusive epithets or makes any threatening gesture which the person knows or 
reasonably should know is likely to provoke a violent reaction by another. 
 
4. Without lawful authority or color of authority, the person disturbs any lawful assembly or 
meeting of persons by conduct intended to disrupt the meeting or assembly. 
 
5. By words or action, initiates or circulates a report or warning of fire, epidemic, or other 
catastrophe, knowing such report to be false or such warning to be baseless. 
 
6. a. Knowingly and publicly uses the flag of the United States in such a manner as to show 
disrespect for the flag as a symbol of the United States, with the intent or reasonable expectation 
that such use will provoke or encourage another to commit trespass or assault. 
 
b. As used in this subsection: 
 
(1) “Deface” means to intentionally mar the external appearance. 
 
(2) “Defile” means to intentionally make physically unclean. 
 
(3) “Flag” means a piece of woven cloth or other material designed to be flown from a pole or 
mast.  
 
(4) “Mutilate” means to intentionally cut up or alter so as to make imperfect. 
 
(5) “Show disrespect” means to deface, defile, mutilate, or trample. 
 
(6) “Trample” means to intentionally tread upon or intentionally cause a machine, vehicle, or 
animal to tread upon. 
 
c. This subsection does not apply to a flag retirement ceremony conducted pursuant to federal 
law. 
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7. Without authority or justification, the person obstructs any street, sidewalk, highway, or other 
public way, with the intent to prevent or hinder its lawful use by others. 
 
Iowa Code § 724.4 (2015)  
Carrying weapons 
 
1. Except as otherwise provided in this section, a person who goes armed with a dangerous 
weapon concealed on or about the person, or who, within the limits of any city, goes armed with 
a pistol or revolver, or any loaded firearm of any kind, whether concealed or not, or who 
knowingly carries or transports in a vehicle a pistol or revolver, commits an aggravated 
misdemeanor. 
 
2. A person who goes armed with a knife concealed on or about the person, if the person uses the 
knife in the commission of a crime, commits an aggravated misdemeanor. 
 
3. A person who goes armed with a knife concealed on or about the person, if the person does 
not use the knife in the commission of a crime: 
 
a. If the knife has a blade exceeding eight inches in length, commits an aggravated misdemeanor. 
 
b. If the knife has a blade exceeding five inches but not exceeding eight inches in length, 
commits a serious misdemeanor. 
 
4. Subsections 1 through 3 do not apply to any of the following: 
 
a. A person who goes armed with a dangerous weapon in the person’s own dwelling or place of 
business, or on land owned or possessed by the person. 
 
b. A peace officer, when the officer’s duties require the person to carry such weapons. 
 
c. A member of the armed forces of the United States or of the national guard or person in the 
service of the United States, when the weapons are carried in connection with the person’s duties 
as such. 
 
d. A correctional officer, when the officer’s duties require, serving under the authority of the 
Iowa department of corrections. 
 
e. A person who for any lawful purpose carries an unloaded pistol, revolver, or other dangerous 
weapon inside a closed and fastened container or securely wrapped package which is too large to 
be concealed on the person. 
 
f. A person who for any lawful purpose carries or transports an unloaded pistol or revolver in a 
vehicle inside a closed and fastened container or securely wrapped package which is too large to 
be concealed on the person or inside a cargo or luggage compartment where the pistol or 
revolver will not be readily accessible to any person riding in the vehicle or common carrier. 
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g. A person while the person is lawfully engaged in target practice on a range designed for that 
purpose or while actually engaged in lawful hunting. 
 
h. A person who carries a knife used in hunting or fishing, while actually engaged in lawful 
hunting or fishing. 
 
i. A person who has in the person’s possession and who displays to a peace officer on demand a 
valid permit to carry weapons which has been issued to the person, and whose conduct is within 
the limits of that permit. A person shall not be convicted of a violation of this section if the 
person produces at the person’s trial a permit to carry weapons which was valid at the time of the 
alleged offense and which would have brought the person’s conduct within this exception if the 
permit had been produced at the time of the alleged offense. 
 
j. A law enforcement officer from another state when the officer’s duties require the officer to 
carry the weapon and the officer is in this state for any of the following reasons: 
 
(1) The extradition or other lawful removal of a prisoner from this state. 
 
(2) Pursuit of a suspect in compliance with chapter 806. 
 
(3) Activities in the capacity of a law enforcement officer with the knowledge and consent of the 
chief of police of the city or the sheriff of the county in which the activities occur or of the 
commissioner of public safety. 
 
k. A person engaged in the business of transporting prisoners under a contract with the Iowa 
department of corrections or a county sheriff, a similar agency from another state, or the federal 
government. 
 
Iowa Code § 724.5 (2015) 
Duty to carry permit to carry weapons 
 
A person armed with a revolver, pistol, or pocket billy concealed upon the person shall have in 
the person’s immediate possession the permit provided for in section 724.4, subsection 4, 
paragraph “i”, and shall produce the permit for inspection at the request of a peace officer. 
 
Failure to so produce a permit is a simple misdemeanor. 
 
Iowa Code § 724.7 (2015)  
Nonprofessional permit to carry weapons 
 
1.  Any person who is not disqualified under section 724.8, who satisfies the training 
requirements of section 724.9, and who files an application in accordance with section 724.10 
shall be issued a nonprofessional permit to carry weapons. Such permits shall be on a form 
prescribed and published by the commissioner of public safety, which shall be readily 
distinguishable from the professional permit, and shall identify the holder of the permit. Such 
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permits shall not be issued for a particular weapon and shall not contain information about a 
particular weapon including the make, model, or serial number of the weapon or any ammunition 
used in that weapon. All permits so issued shall be for a period of five years and shall be valid 
throughout the state except where the possession or carrying of a firearm is prohibited by state or 
federal law. 
 
2.  The commissioner of public safety shall develop a process to allow service members 
deployed for military service to submit a renewal of a nonprofessional permit to carry weapons 
early and by mail. In addition, a permit issued to a service member who is deployed for military 
service, as defined in section 29A.1, subsection 3, 8, or 12, that would otherwise expire during 
the period of deployment shall remain valid for ninety days after the end of the service member’s 
deployment. 
 
Iowa Code § 724.11 (2015) 
Issuance of permit to carry weapons 
 
1. Applications for permits to carry weapons shall be made to the sheriff of the county in which 
the applicant resides. Applications for professional permits to carry weapons for persons who are 
nonresidents of the state, or whose need to go armed arises out of employment by the state, shall 
be made to the commissioner of public safety. In either case, the sheriff or commissioner, before 
issuing the permit, shall determine that the requirements of sections 724.6 to 724.10 have been 
satisfied. However, for renewal of a permit the training program requirements in section 724.9, 
subsection 1, shall apply or the renewal applicant may choose to qualify on a firing range under 
the supervision of an instructor certified by the national rifle association or the department of 
public safety or another state’s department of public safety, state police department, or similar 
certifying body. Such training or qualification must occur within the twelve-month period prior 
to the expiration of the applicant’s current permit. 
 
2. Neither the sheriff nor the commissioner shall require an applicant for a permit to carry 
weapons to provide information identifying a particular weapon in the application including the 
make, model, or serial number of the weapon or any ammunition used in that particular weapon. 
 
3. The issuing officer shall collect a fee of fifty dollars, except from a duly appointed peace 
officer or correctional officer, for each permit issued. Renewal permits or duplicate permits shall 
be issued for a fee of twenty-five dollars, provided the application for such renewal permit is 
received by the issuing officer at least thirty days prior to the expiration of the applicant’s current 
permit. The issuing officer shall notify the commissioner of public safety of the issuance of any 
permit at least monthly and forward to the commissioner an amount equal to ten dollars for each 
permit issued and five dollars for each renewal or duplicate permit issued. All such fees received 
by the commissioner shall be paid to the treasurer of state and deposited in the operating account 
of the department of public safety to offset the cost of administering this chapter. 
Notwithstanding section 8.33, any unspent balance as of June 30 of each year shall not revert to 
the general fund of the state. 
 
4. The sheriff or commissioner of public safety shall approve or deny an initial or renewal 
application submitted under this section within thirty days of receipt of the application. A person 
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whose application for a permit under this chapter is denied may seek review of the denial under 
section 724.21A. The failure to approve or deny an initial or renewal application shall result in a 
decision of approval. 
 
Iowa Code § 724.28 (2015) 
Prohibition of regulation by political subdivisions 
 
A political subdivision of the state shall not enact an ordinance regulating the ownership, 
possession, legal transfer, lawful transportation, registration, or licensing of firearms when the 
ownership, possession, transfer, or transportation is otherwise lawful under the laws of this state. 
An ordinance regulating firearms in violation of this section existing on or after April 5, 1990, is 
void. 
 
Kansas 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 3-124 (2015)  
Same; police power extended 
 
The police power of all such municipalities so operating airports jointly is hereby extended to all 
airports controlled or operated by any municipality outside of the municipal limits, and the 
governing bodies of all such municipalities are hereby authorized and empowered to enact 
ordinances not in conflict with state laws affecting the use of said property, the conduct of 
persons thereon. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 12-16,124 (2015)  
Firearms and ammunition; regulation by city or county, limitations  
 
(a)  No city or county shall adopt or enforce any ordinance, resolution or regulation, and no agent 
of any city or county shall take any administrative action, governing the requirement of fees, 
licenses or permits for, the commerce in or the sale, purchase, transfer, ownership, storage, 
carrying, transporting or taxation of firearms or ammunition, or any component or combination 
thereof. 
 
(b)  Any ordinance, resolution or regulation prohibited by subsection (a) that was adopted prior 
to July 1, 2015, shall be null and void. 
 
(c)  Nothing in this section shall: 
 
(1)  Prohibit a city or county from adopting and enforcing any ordinance, resolution or regulation 
relating to the personnel policies of such city or county and the carrying of firearms by 
employees of such city or county, except that any such ordinance, resolution or regulation shall 
comply with the provisions of K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c01 et seq., and amendments thereto; 
 
(2)  prohibit a city or county from adopting any ordinance, resolution or regulation pursuant to 
K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c20, and amendments thereto; 
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(3)  prohibit a law enforcement officer, as defined in K.S.A. 22-2202, and amendments thereto, 
from acting within the scope of such officer’s duties; or 
 
(4)  prohibit a city or county from levying and collecting any retailers’ sales tax on the sale of 
firearms, ammunition or any component or combination thereof as authorized by K.S.A. 12-189, 
and amendments thereto. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 21-5914 (2015) 
Traffic in contraband in a correctional institution or care and treatment facility 
 
(a)  Traffic in contraband in a correctional institution or care and treatment facility is, without the 
consent of the administrator of the correctional institution or care and treatment facility: 
 
(1)  Introducing or attempting to introduce any item into or upon the grounds of any correctional 
institution or care and treatment facility; 
 
(2)  taking, sending, attempting to take or attempting to send any item from any correctional 
institution or care and treatment facility; 
 
(3)  any unauthorized possession of any item while in any correctional institution or care and 
treatment facility; 
 
(4)  distributing any item within any correctional institution or care and treatment facility; 
 
(5)  supplying to another who is in lawful custody any object or thing adapted or designed for use 
in making an escape; or 
 
(6)  introducing into an institution in which a person is confined any object or thing adapted or 
designed for use in making any escape. 
 
(b)  Traffic in contraband in a correctional institution or care and treatment facility is a: 
 
(1)  Severity level 6, nonperson felony, except as provided in subsection (b)(2) or (b)(3); 
 
(2)  severity level 5, nonperson felony if such items are: 
 
(A)  Firearms, ammunition, explosives or a controlled substance which is defined in K.S.A. 2014 
Supp. 21-5701, and amendments thereto, except as provided in subsection (b)(3); 
 
(B)  defined as contraband by rules and regulations adopted by the secretary of corrections, in a 
state correctional institution or facility by an employee of a state correctional institution or 
facility, except as provided in subsection (b)(3); 
 
(C)  defined as contraband by rules and regulations adopted by the secretary for aging and 
disability services, in a care and treatment facility by an employee of a care and treatment 
facility, except as provided in subsection (b)(3); or 
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(D)  defined as contraband by rules and regulations adopted by the commissioner of the juvenile 
justice authority, in a juvenile correctional facility by an employee of a juvenile correctional 
facility, except as provided by subsection (b)(3); and 
 
(3)  severity level 4, nonperson felony if: 
 
(A) Such items are firearms, ammunition or explosives, in a correctional institution by an 
employee of a correctional institution or in a care and treatment facility by an employee of a care 
and treatment facility; or 
 
(B)  a violation of subsection (a)(5) or (a)(6) by an employee or volunteer of the department of 
corrections, or the employee or volunteer of a contractor who is under contract to provide 
services to the department of corrections. 
 
(c)  The provisions of subsection (b)(2)(A) shall not apply to the possession of a firearm or 
ammunition in a parking lot open to the public if the firearm or ammunition is carried on the 
person while in a vehicle or while securing the firearm or ammunition in the vehicle, or stored 
out of plain view in a locked but unoccupied vehicle. 
 
(d)  As used in this section: 
 
(1)  “Correctional institution” means any state correctional institution or facility, conservation 
camp, state security hospital, juvenile correctional facility, community correction center or 
facility for detention or confinement, juvenile detention facility or jail; 
 
(2)  “care and treatment facility” means the state security hospital provided for under K.S.A. 76-
1305 et seq., and amendments thereto, and a facility operated by the Kansas department for aging 
and disability services for the purposes provided for under K.S.A. 59-29a02 et seq., and 
amendments thereto; and 
 
(3)  “lawful custody” means the same as in K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 21-5912, and amendments 
thereto. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 21-6202 (2015) 
Unlawful assembly; remaining at an unlawful assembly 
 
(a)  Unlawful assembly is: 
 
(1)  The meeting or coming together of not less than five persons with the intent to engage in 
conduct constituting: 
 
(A)  Disorderly conduct, as defined by K.S.A. 2013 Supp. 21-6203, and amendments thereto; or 
 
(B)  riot, as defined by K.S.A. 2013 Supp. 21-6201, and amendments thereto; or 
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(2)  when a lawful assembly of not less than five persons, agreeing to engage in conduct 
constituting disorderly conduct or riot. 
 
(b)  Remaining at an unlawful assembly is intentionally failing to depart from the place of an 
unlawful assembly after being directed to leave by a law enforcement officer. 
 
(c)   
 
(1)  Unlawful assembly is a class B nonperson misdemeanor. 
 
(2)  Remaining at an unlawful assembly is a class A nonperson misdemeanor. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 21-6203 (2015) 
Disorderly conduct 
 
(a)  Disorderly conduct is one or more of the following acts that the person knows or should 
know will alarm, anger or disturb others or provoke an assault or other breach of the peace: 
 
(1)  Brawling or fighting; 
 
(2)  disturbing an assembly, meeting or procession, not unlawful in its character; or 
 
(3)  using fighting words or engaging in noisy conduct tending reasonably to arouse alarm, anger 
or resentment in others. 
 
(b)  Disorderly conduct is a class C misdemeanor. 
 
(c)  As used in this section, “fighting words” means words that by their very utterance inflict 
injury or tend to incite the listener to an immediate breach of the peace. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 21-6204 (2015)  
Maintaining a public nuisance; permitting a public nuisance; reports  
 
(a) Maintaining a public nuisance is knowingly causing or permitting a condition to exist which 
injures or endangers the public health, safety or welfare. 
 
(b) Permitting a public nuisance is knowingly permitting property under the control of the 
offender to be used to maintain a public nuisance, as defined in subsection (a). 
 
(c) Maintaining a public nuisance or permitting a public nuisance is a class C misdemeanor. 
 
(d)  (1) Upon a conviction of a violation this section for maintaining a public nuisance or 
permitting a public nuisance on the premises of a club or drinking establishment licensed under 
the club and drinking establishment act, the court shall report such conviction to the director of 
alcoholic beverage control. 
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(2)  Upon a conviction of a violation of this section for maintaining a public nuisance or 
permitting a public nuisance on the premises of a retailer licensed under K.S.A. 41-2701 et seq., 
and amendments thereto, the court shall report such conviction to the governing body of the city 
or county which issued the license. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 21-6301 (2015) 
Criminal use of weapons 
 
(a)  Criminal use of weapons is knowingly: 
 
(1)  Selling, manufacturing, purchasing or possessing any bludgeon, sand club, metal knuckles or 
throwing star; 
 
(2)  possessing with intent to use the same unlawfully against another, a dagger, dirk, billy, 
blackjack, slungshot, dangerous knife, straight-edged razor, stiletto or any other dangerous or 
deadly weapon or instrument of like character; 
 
(3)  setting a spring gun; 
 
(4)  possessing any device or attachment of any kind designed, used or intended for use in 
suppressing the report of any firearm; 
 
(5)  selling, manufacturing, purchasing or possessing a shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches 
in length, or any firearm designed to discharge or capable of discharging automatically more 
than once by a single function of the trigger, whether the person knows or has reason to know the 
length of the barrel or that the firearm is designed or capable of discharging automatically; 
 
(6)  possessing, manufacturing, causing to be manufactured, selling, offering for sale, lending, 
purchasing or giving away any cartridge which can be fired by a handgun and which has a 
plastic-coated bullet that has a core of less than 60% lead by weight, whether the person knows 
or has reason to know that the plastic-coated bullet has a core of less than 60% lead by weight; 
 
(7)  selling, giving or otherwise transferring any firearm with a barrel less than 12 inches long to 
any person under 18 years of age whether the person knows or has reason to know the length of 
the barrel; 
 
(8)  selling, giving or otherwise transferring any firearms to any person who is both addicted to 
and an unlawful user of a controlled substance; 
 
(9)  selling, giving or otherwise transferring any firearm to any person who is or has been a 
mentally ill person subject to involuntary commitment for care and treatment, as defined in 
K.S.A. 59-2946, and amendments thereto, or a person with an alcohol or substance abuse 
problem subject to involuntary commitment for care and treatment as defined in K.S.A. 59-
29b46, and amendments thereto; 
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(10)  possessing any firearm by a person who is both addicted to and an unlawful user of a 
controlled substance; 
 
(11)  possessing any firearm by any person, other than a law enforcement officer, in or on any 
school property or grounds upon which is located a building or structure used by a unified school 
district or an accredited nonpublic school for student instruction or attendance or extracurricular 
activities of pupils enrolled in kindergarten or any of the grades one through 12 or at any 
regularly scheduled school sponsored activity or event whether the person knows or has reason 
to know that such person was in or on any such property or grounds; 
 
(12)  refusing to surrender or immediately remove from school property or grounds or at any 
regularly scheduled school sponsored activity or event any firearm in the possession of any 
person, other than a law enforcement officer, when so requested or directed by any duly 
authorized school employee or any law enforcement officer; 
 
(13)  possessing any firearm by a person who is or has been a mentally ill person subject to 
involuntary commitment for care and treatment, as defined in K.S.A. 59-2946, and amendments 
thereto, or persons with an alcohol or substance abuse problem subject to involuntary 
commitment for care and treatment as defined in K.S.A. 59-29b46, and amendments thereto; or 
 
(14)  possessing a firearm with a barrel less than 12 inches long by any person less than 18 years 
of age. 
 
(b)  Criminal use of weapons as defined in: 
 
(1)  Subsection (a)(1), (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(7), (a)(8), (a)(9) or (a)(12) is a class A nonperson 
misdemeanor; 
 
(2)  subsection (a)(4), (a)(5) or (a)(6) is a severity level 9, nonperson felony; 
 
(3)  subsection (a)(10) or (a)(11) is a class B nonperson select misdemeanor; 
 
(4)  subsection (a)(13) is a severity level 8, nonperson felony; and 
 
(5)  subsection (a)(14) is a: 
 
(A)  Class A nonperson misdemeanor except as provided in subsection (b)(5)(B); 
 
(B)  severity level 8, nonperson felony upon a second or subsequent conviction. 
 
(c)  Subsections (a)(1), (a)(2) and (a)(5) shall not apply to: 
 
(1)  Law enforcement officers, or any person summoned by any such officers to assist in making 
arrests or preserving the peace while actually engaged in assisting such officer; 
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(2)  wardens, superintendents, directors, security personnel and keepers of prisons, penitentiaries, 
jails and other institutions for the detention of persons accused or convicted of crime, while 
acting within the scope of their authority; 
 
(3)  members of the armed services or reserve forces of the United States or the Kansas national 
guard while in the performance of their official duty; or 
 
(4)  the manufacture of, transportation to, or sale of weapons to a person authorized under 
subsections (c)(1), (c)(2) and (c)(3) to possess such weapons. 
 
(d)  Subsections (a)(4) and (a)(5) shall not apply to any person who sells, purchases, possesses or 
carries a firearm, device or attachment which has been rendered unserviceable by steel weld in 
the chamber and marriage weld of the barrel to the receiver and which has been registered in the 
national firearms registration and transfer record in compliance with 26 U.S.C. § 5841 et seq. in 
the name of such person and, if such person transfers such firearm, device or attachment to 
another person, has been so registered in the transferee’s name by the transferor. 
 
(e)  Subsection (a)(6) shall not apply to a governmental laboratory or solid plastic bullets. 
 
(f)  Subsection (a)(4) shall not apply to a law enforcement officer who is: 
 
(1)  Assigned by the head of such officer’s law enforcement agency to a tactical unit which 
receives specialized, regular training; 
 
(2)  designated by the head of such officer’s law enforcement agency to possess devices 
described in subsection (a)(4); and 
 
(3)  in possession of commercially manufactured devices which are: 
 
(A)  Owned by the law enforcement agency; 
 
(B)  in such officer’s possession only during specific operations; and 
 
(C)  approved by the bureau of alcohol, tobacco, firearms and explosives of the United States 
department of justice. 
 
(g)  Subsections (a)(4), (a)(5) and (a)(6) shall not apply to any person employed by a laboratory 
which is certified by the United States department of justice, national institute of justice, while 
actually engaged in the duties of their employment and on the premises of such certified 
laboratory. Subsections (a)(4), (a)(5) and (a)(6) shall not affect the manufacture of, transportation 
to or sale of weapons to such certified laboratory. 
 
(h)  Subsections (a)(4) and (a)(5) shall not apply to or affect any person or entity in compliance 
with the national firearms act, 26 U.S.C. § 5801 et seq. 
 
(i)  Subsection (a)(11) shall not apply to: 
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(1)  Possession of any firearm in connection with a firearms safety course of instruction or 
firearms education course approved and authorized by the school; 
 
(2)  possession of any firearm specifically authorized in writing by the superintendent of any 
unified school district or the chief administrator of any accredited nonpublic school; 
 
(3)  possession of a firearm secured in a motor vehicle by a parent, guardian, custodian or 
someone authorized to act in such person’s behalf who is delivering or collecting a student; or 
 
(4)  possession of a firearm secured in a motor vehicle by a registered voter who is on the school 
grounds, which contain a polling place for the purpose of voting during polling hours on an 
election day; or 
 
(5)  possession of a concealed handgun by an individual who is not prohibited from possessing a 
firearm under either federal or state law. 
 
(j)  Subsections (a)(9) and (a)(13) shall not apply to a person who has received a certificate of 
restoration pursuant to K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c26, and amendments thereto. 
 
(k)  Subsection (a)(14) shall not apply if such person, less than 18 years of age, was: 
 
(1)  In attendance at a hunter’s safety course or a firearms safety course; 
 
(2)  engaging in practice in the use of such firearm or target shooting at an established range 
authorized by the governing body of the jurisdiction in which such range is located, or at another 
private range with permission of such person’s parent or legal guardian; 
 
(3)  engaging in an organized competition involving the use of such firearm, or participating in 
or practicing for a performance by an organization exempt from federal income tax pursuant to 
section 501(c)(3) of the internal revenue code of 1986 which uses firearms as a part of such 
performance; 
 
(4)  hunting or trapping pursuant to a valid license issued to such person pursuant to article 9 of 
chapter 32 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated, and amendments thereto; 
 
(5)  traveling with any such firearm in such person’s possession being unloaded to or from any 
activity described in subsections (k)(1) through (k)(4), only if such firearm is secured, unloaded 
and outside the immediate access of such person; 
 
(6)  on real property under the control of such person’s parent, legal guardian or grandparent and 
who has the permission of such parent, legal guardian or grandparent to possess such firearm; or 
 
(7)  at such person’s residence and who, with the permission of such person’s parent or legal 
guardian, possesses such firearm for the purpose of exercising the rights contained in K.S.A. 
2014 Supp. 21-5222, 21-5223 or 21-5225, and amendments thereto. 
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(l)  As used in this section, “throwing star” means any instrument, without handles, consisting of 
a metal plate having three or more radiating points with one or more sharp edges and designed in 
the shape of a polygon, trefoil, cross, star, diamond or other geometric shape, manufactured for 
use as a weapon for throwing. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 21-6302 (2015) 
Criminal carrying of a weapon 
 
(a)  Criminal carrying of a weapon is knowingly carrying: 
 
(1)  Any bludgeon, sandclub, metal knuckles or throwing star; 
 
(2)  concealed on one’s person, a billy, blackjack, slungshot or any other dangerous or deadly 
weapon or instrument of like character; 
 
(3)  on one’s person or in any land, water or air vehicle, with intent to use the same unlawfully, a 
tear gas or smoke bomb or projector or any object containing a noxious liquid, gas or substance; 
or 
 
(4)  any pistol, revolver or other firearm concealed on one’s person if such person is under 21 
years of age, except when on such person’s land or in such person’s abode or fixed place of 
business; or 
 
(5)  a shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches in length or any other firearm designed to 
discharge or capable of discharging automatically more than once by a single function of the 
trigger whether the person knows or has reason to know the length of the barrel or that the 
firearm is designed or capable of discharging automatically. 
 
(b)  Criminal carrying of a weapon as defined in: 
 
(1)  Subsections (a)(1), (a)(2), (a)(3) or (a)(4) is a class A nonperson misdemeanor; and 
 
(2)  subsection (a)(5) is a severity level 9, nonperson felony. 
 
(c)  Subsection (a) shall not apply to: 
 
(1)  Law enforcement officers, or any person summoned by any such officers to assist in making 
arrests or preserving the peace while actually engaged in assisting such officer; 
 
(2)  wardens, superintendents, directors, security personnel and keepers of prisons, penitentiaries, 
jails and other institutions for the detention of persons accused or convicted of crime, while 
acting within the scope of their authority; 
 
(3)  members of the armed services or reserve forces of the United States or the Kansas national 
guard while in the performance of their official duty; or 
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(4)  the manufacture of, transportation to, or sale of weapons to a person authorized under 
subsections (c)(1), (c)(2) and (c)(3) to possess such weapons. 
 
(d)  Subsection (a)(5) shall not apply to: 
 
(1)  Any person who sells, purchases, possesses or carries a firearm, device or attachment which 
has been rendered unserviceable by steel weld in the chamber and marriage weld of the barrel to 
the receiver and which has been registered in the national firearms registration and transfer 
record in compliance with 26 U.S.C. § 5841 et seq. in the name of such person and, if such 
person transfers such firearm, device or attachment to another person, has been so registered in 
the transferee’s name by the transferor; 
 
(2)  any person employed by a laboratory which is certified by the United States department of 
justice, national institute of justice, while actually engaged in the duties of their employment and 
on the premises of such certified laboratory. Subsection (a)(5) shall not affect the manufacture 
of, transportation to or sale of weapons to such certified laboratory; or 
 
(3)  any person or entity in compliance with the national firearms act, 26 U.S.C. § 5801 et seq. 
 
(e)  As used in this section, “throwing star” means the same as prescribed by K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 
21-6301, and amendments thereto. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 21-6308 (2015) 
Criminal discharge of a firearm 
 
(a)  Criminal discharge of a firearm is the: 
 
(1)  Reckless and unauthorized discharge of any firearm: 
 
(A)  At a dwelling, building or structure in which there is a human being whether the person 
discharging the firearm knows or has reason to know that there is a human being present; 
 
(B)  at a motor vehicle, aircraft, watercraft, train, locomotive, railroad car, caboose, rail-mounted 
work equipment or rolling stock or other means of conveyance of persons or property in which 
there is a human being whether the person discharging the firearm knows or has reason to know 
that there is a human being present; 
 
(2)  reckless and unauthorized discharge of any firearm at a dwelling in which there is no human 
being; or 
 
(3)  discharge of any firearm: 
 
(A)  Upon any land or nonnavigable body of water of another, without having obtained 
permission of the owner or person in possession of such land; or 
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(B)  upon or from any public road, public road right-of-way or railroad right-of-way except as 
otherwise authorized by law. 
 
(b)  Criminal discharge of a firearm as defined in: 
 
(1)  Subsection (a)(1) is a: 
 
(A)  Severity level 7, person felony except as provided in subsection (b)(1)(B) or (b)(1)(C); 
 
(B)  severity level 3, person felony if such criminal discharge results in great bodily harm to a 
person during the commission thereof; or 
 
(C)  severity level 5, person felony if such criminal discharge results in bodily harm to a person 
during the commission thereof; 
 
(2)  subsection (a)(2) is a severity level 8, person felony; and 
 
(3)  subsection (a)(3) is a class C misdemeanor. 
 
(c)  Subsection (a)(1) shall not apply if the act is a violation of K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 21-5412(d), 
and amendments thereto. 
 
(d)  Subsection (a)(3) shall not apply to any of the following: 
 
(1)  Law enforcement officers, or any person summoned by any such officers to assist in making 
arrests or preserving the peace while actually engaged in assisting such officer; 
 
(2)  wardens, superintendents, directors, security personnel and keepers of prisons, penitentiaries, 
jails and other institutions for the detention of persons accused or convicted of crime, while 
acting within the scope of their authority; 
 
(3)  members of the armed services or reserve forces of the United States or the national guard 
while in the performance of their official duty; 
 
(4)  watchmen, while actually engaged in the performance of the duties of their employment; 
 
(5)  private detectives licensed by the state to carry the firearm involved, while actually engaged 
in the duties of their employment; 
 
(6)  detectives or special agents regularly employed by railroad companies or other corporations 
to perform full-time security or investigative service, while actually engaged in the duties of their 
employment; 
 
(7)  the state fire marshal, the state fire marshal’s deputies or any member of a fire department 
authorized to carry a firearm pursuant to K.S.A. 31-157, and amendments thereto, while engaged 
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in an investigation in which such fire marshal, deputy or member is authorized to carry a firearm 
pursuant to K.S.A. 31-157, and amendments thereto; or 
 
(8)  the United States attorney for the district of Kansas, the attorney general, or any district 
attorney or county attorney, while actually engaged in the duties of their employment or any 
activities incidental to such duties; any assistant United States attorney if authorized by the 
United States attorney for the district of Kansas and while actually engaged in the duties of their 
employment or any activities incidental to such duties; any assistant attorney general if 
authorized by the attorney general and while actually engaged in the duties of their employment 
or any activities incidental to such duties; or any assistant district attorney or assistant county 
attorney if authorized by the district attorney or county attorney by whom such assistant is 
employed and while actually engaged in the duties of their employment or any activities 
incidental to such duties. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 21-6309 (2015) 
Unlawful possession of firearms on certain government property 
 
(a)  It shall be unlawful to possess, with no requirement of a culpable mental state, a firearm: 
 
(1)  Within any building located within the capitol complex; 
 
(2)  within the governor’s residence; 
 
(3)  on the grounds of or in any building on the grounds of the governor’s residence; 
 
(4)  within any other state-owned or leased building if the secretary of administration has so 
designated by rules and regulations and conspicuously placed signs clearly stating that firearms 
are prohibited within such building; or 
 
(5) within any county courthouse, unless, by county resolution, the board of county 
commissioners authorize the possession of a firearm within such courthouse. 
 
(b)  Violation of this section is a class A misdemeanor. 
 
(c)  This section shall not apply to: 
 
(1)  A commissioned law enforcement officer; 
 
(2)  a full-time salaried law enforcement officer of another state or the federal government who is 
carrying out official duties while in this state; 
 
(3)  any person summoned by any such officer to assist in making arrests or preserving the peace 
while actually engaged in assisting such officer; or 
 
(4)  a member of the military of this state or the United States engaged in the performance of 
duties. 
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(d)  It is not a violation of this section for: 
 
(1)  The governor, the governor’s immediate family, or specifically authorized guest of the 
governor to possess a firearm within the governor’s residence or on the grounds of or in any 
building on the grounds of the governor’s residence; 
 
(2)  the United States attorney for the district of Kansas, the attorney general, any district 
attorney or county attorney, any assistant United States attorney if authorized by the United 
States attorney for the district of Kansas, any assistant attorney general if authorized by the 
attorney general, or any assistant district attorney or assistant county attorney if authorized by the 
district attorney or county attorney by whom such assistant is employed, to possess a firearm 
within any county courthouse and court-related facility, subject to any restrictions or prohibitions 
imposed in any courtroom by the chief judge of the judicial district 
 
(3)  law enforcement officers, as that term is defined in K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c22, and 
amendments thereto, who satisfy the requirements of either K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c22(a) or (b), 
and amendments thereto, to possess a firearm; or 
 
(4)  an individual to possess a concealed handgun provided such individual is not prohibited 
from possessing a firearm under either federal or state law. 
 
(e)  Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, any county may elect by passage of a 
resolution that the provisions of subsection (d)(2) shall not apply to such county’s courthouse or 
court-related facilities if such: 
 
(1)  Buildings have adequate security measures to ensure that no weapons are permitted to be 
carried into such buildings; 
 
(2)  county also has a policy or regulation requiring all law enforcement officers to secure and 
store such officer’s firearm upon entering the courthouse or court-related facility. Such policy or 
regulation may provide that it does not apply to court security or sheriff’s office personnel for 
such county; and 
 
(3)  buildings have a sign conspicuously posted at each entryway into such building stating that 
the provisions of subsection (d)(2) do not apply to such building. 
 
(f)  As used in this section: 
 
(1)  “Adequate security measures” shall have the same meaning as the term is defined in K.S.A. 
2014 Supp. 75-7c20, and amendments thereto; 
 
(2)  “possession” means having joint or exclusive control over a firearm or having a firearm in a 
place where the person has some measure of access and right of control; and 
 
(3)  “capitol complex” means the same as in K.S.A. 75-4514, and amendments thereto. 
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(g)  For the purposes of subsections (a)(1), (a)(4) and (a)(5), “building” and “courthouse” shall 
not include any structure, or any area of any structure, designated for the parking of motor 
vehicles. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 32-1002 (2015) 
Unlawful taking or dealing in wildlife; penalties; exceptions; carrying a handgun; use of 
silencers; other 
 
(a)  Unless and except as permitted by law or rules and regulations adopted by the secretary in 
accordance with K.S.A. 32-805, and amendments thereto, it is unlawful for any person to: 
 
(1)  Hunt, fish, furharvest or take any wildlife in this state by any means or manner; 
 
(2)  possess any wildlife, dead or alive, at any time or in any number, in this state; 
 
(3)  purchase, sell, exchange, ship or offer for sale, exchange or shipment any wildlife in this 
state; 
 
(4)  take any wildlife in this state for sale, exchange or other commercial purposes; 
 
(5)  possess any seine, trammel net, hoop net, fyke net, fish gig, fish spear, fish trap or other 
device, contrivance or material for the purpose of taking wildlife; or 
 
(6)  take or use, at any time or in any manner, any game bird, game animal, coyote or furbearing 
animal, whether pen-raised or wild, in any field trial or for training dogs. 
 
(b)  The provisions of subsections (a)(2) and (a)(3) do not apply to animals sold in surplus 
property disposal sales of department exhibit herds or animals legally taken outside this state, 
except the provisions of subsection (a)(3) shall apply to: 
 
(1)  The meat of game animals legally taken outside this state; and 
 
(2)  other restrictions as provided by rule and regulation of the secretary. 
 
(c)  The provisions of this section shall not be construed to prevent: 
 
(1)  Any person from taking starlings or English and European sparrows; 
 
(2)  owners or legal occupants of land from killing any animals when found in or near buildings 
on their premises or when destroying property, subject to the following: (A) The provisions of all 
federal laws and regulations governing protected species and the provisions of K.S.A. 32-957 
through 32-963, and amendments thereto, and rules and regulations adopted thereunder; (B) it is 
unlawful to use, or possess with intent to use, any such animal so killed unless authorized by 
rules and regulations of the secretary; and (C) such owners or legal occupants shall make 
reasonable efforts to alleviate their problems with any such animals before killing them; 
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any person who lawfully possesses a handgun from carrying such handgun, whether concealed or 
openly carried, while lawfully hunting, fishing or furharvesting; or 
 
(4)  any person who lawfully possesses a device or attachment of any kind designed, used or 
intended for use in suppressing the report of any firearm from using such device or attachment in 
conjunction with lawful hunting, fishing or furharvesting. 
 
(d)  Any person convicted of violating provisions of this section shall be subject to the penalties 
prescribed in K.S.A. 32-1031, and amendments thereto, except as provided in K.S.A. 32-1032, 
and amendments thereto, relating to big game and wild turkey. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c01 (2015) 
Personal and family protection act; citation of act 
 
K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c01 through 75-7c23, and amendments thereto, shall be known and may 
be cited as the personal and family protection act. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c03 (2015) 
License to carry concealed handgun; issuance; form; display on demand of law 
enforcement officer; reciprocity; 180-day receipt, issuance 
 
(a)  The attorney general shall issue licenses to carry concealed handguns to persons who comply 
with the application and training requirements of this act and who are not disqualified under 
K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c04, and amendments thereto. Such licenses shall be valid throughout the 
state for a period of four years from the date of issuance. The availability of licenses to carry 
concealed handguns under this act shall not be construed to impose a general prohibition on the 
carrying of handguns without such license, whether carried openly or concealed, or loaded or 
unloaded. 
 
(b)  The license shall be a separate card, in a form prescribed by the attorney general, that is 
approximately the size of a Kansas driver’s license and shall bear the licensee’s signature, name, 
address, date of birth and driver’s license number or nondriver’s identification card number 
except that the attorney general shall assign a unique number for military applicants or their 
dependents described in K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c05(a)(1)(B), and amendments thereto. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c04 (2015) 
Same; disqualifications; handgun safety and training course 
 
(a)  The attorney general shall not issue a license pursuant to this act if the applicant: 
 
(1)  Is not a resident of the county where application for licensure is made or is not a resident of 
the state; 
 
(2)  is prohibited from shipping, transporting, possessing or receiving a firearm or ammunition 
under 18 U.S.C. § 922(g) or (n), and amendments thereto, or K.S.A. 21-4204, prior to its repeal, 
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or K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 21-6301(a)(10) through (a)(13) or K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 21-6304(a)(1) 
through (a)(3), and amendments thereto; 
 
(3)  has been convicted of or was adjudicated a juvenile offender because of the commission of 
an act which if done by an adult would constitute the commission of any of the offenses 
described in K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 21-6304(a)(1) and (a)(3), and amendments thereto; or 
 
(4)  is less than 21 years of age. 
 
(b)   
 
(1)  The attorney general shall adopt rules and regulations establishing procedures and standards 
as authorized by this act for an eight-hour handgun safety and training course required by this 
section. Such standards shall include: (A) A requirement that trainees receive training in the safe 
storage of handguns, actual firing of handguns and instruction in the laws of this state governing 
the carrying of concealed handguns and the use of deadly force; (B) general guidelines for 
courses which are compatible with the industry standard for basic handgun training for civilians; 
(C) qualifications of instructors; and (D) a requirement that the course be: (i) A handgun course 
certified or sponsored by the attorney general; or (ii) a handgun course certified or sponsored by 
the national rifle association or by a law enforcement agency, college, private or public 
institution or organization or handgun training school, if the attorney general determines that 
such course meets or exceeds the standards required by rules and regulations adopted by the 
attorney general and is taught by instructors certified by the attorney general or by the national 
rifle association, if the attorney general determines that the requirements for certification of 
instructors by such association meet or exceed the standards required by rules and regulations 
adopted by the attorney general. Any person wanting to be certified by the attorney general as an 
instructor shall submit to the attorney general an application in the form required by the attorney 
general and a fee not to exceed $150. 
 
(2)  The cost of the handgun safety and training course required by this section shall be paid by 
the applicant. The following shall constitute satisfactory evidence of satisfactory completion of 
an approved handgun safety and training course: 
 
(A)  Evidence of completion of the course, in the form provided by rules and regulations adopted 
by the attorney general; 
 
(B)  an affidavit from the instructor, school, club, organization or group that conducted or taught 
such course attesting to the completion of the course by the applicant; or 
 
(C)  a determination by the attorney general pursuant to subsection (c). 
 
(c)  The attorney general may: 
 
(1)  Create a list of concealed carry handgun licenses or permits issued by other jurisdictions 
which the attorney general finds have training requirements that are equal to or greater than those 
of this state; and 
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(2)  review each application received pursuant to K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c05, and amendments 
thereto, to determine if the applicant’s previous training qualifications were equal to or greater 
than those of this state. 
 
(d)  For the purposes of this section: 
 
(1)  “Equal to or greater than” means the applicant’s prior training meets or exceeds the training 
established in this section by having required, at a minimum, the applicant to: (A) Receive 
instruction on the laws of self-defense; and (B) demonstrate training and competency in the safe 
handling, storage and actual firing of handguns. 
 
(2)  “Jurisdiction” means another state or the District of Columbia. 
 
(3)  “License or permit” means a concealed carry handgun license or permit from another 
jurisdiction which has not expired and, except for any residency requirement of the issuing 
jurisdiction, is currently in good standing. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c05 (2015) 
Same; application; fees; fingerprints; criminal history records report; issuance or denial of 
license; retired law enforcement officers; corrections officers 
 
(a)  The application for a license pursuant to this act shall be completed, under oath, on a form 
prescribed by the attorney general and shall only include: 
 
(1)   
 
(A)  Subject to the provisions of subsection (a)(1)(B), the name, address, social security number, 
Kansas driver’s license number or Kansas nondriver’s license identification number, place and 
date of birth, a photocopy of the applicant’s driver’s license or nondriver’s identification card 
and a photocopy of the applicant’s certificate of training course completion; (B) in the case of an 
applicant who presents proof that such person is on active duty with any branch of the armed 
forces of the United States, or is the dependent of such a person, and who does not possess a 
Kansas driver’s license or Kansas nondriver’s license identification, the number of such license 
or identification shall not be required; 
 
(2)  a statement that the applicant is in compliance with criteria contained within K.S.A. 2014 
Supp. 75-7c04, and amendments thereto; 
 
(3)  a statement that the applicant has been furnished a copy of this act and is knowledgeable of 
its provisions; 
 
(4)  a conspicuous warning that the application is executed under oath and that a false answer to 
any question, or the submission of any false document by the applicant, subjects the applicant to 
criminal prosecution under K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 21-5903, and amendments thereto; and 
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(5)  a statement that the applicant desires a concealed handgun license as a means of lawful self-
defense. 
 
(b)  The applicant shall submit to the sheriff of the county where the applicant resides, during 
any normal business hours: 
 
(1)  A completed application described in subsection (a); 
 
(2)  a nonrefundable license fee of $132.50, if the applicant has not previously been issued a 
statewide license or if the applicant’s license has permanently expired, which fee shall be in the 
form of two cashier’s checks, personal checks or money orders of $32.50 payable to the sheriff 
of the county where the applicant resides and $100 payable to the attorney general; 
 
(3)  if applicable, a photocopy of the proof of training required by K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-
7c04(b)(1), and amendments thereto; and 
 
(4)  a full frontal view photograph of the applicant taken within the preceding 30 days. 
 
(c)   
 
(1)  The sheriff, upon receipt of the items listed in subsection (b), shall provide for the full set of 
fingerprints of the applicant to be taken and forwarded to the attorney general for purposes of a 
criminal history records check as provided by subsection (d). In addition, the sheriff shall 
forward to the attorney general the application and the portion of the original license fee which is 
payable to the attorney general. The cost of taking such fingerprints shall be included in the 
portion of the fee retained by the sheriff. Notwithstanding anything in this section to the 
contrary, an applicant shall not be required to submit fingerprints for a renewal application under 
K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c08, and amendments thereto. 
 
(2)  The sheriff of the applicant’s county of residence or the chief law enforcement officer of any 
law enforcement agency, at the sheriff’s or chief law enforcement officer’s discretion, may 
participate in the process by submitting a voluntary report to the attorney general containing 
readily discoverable information, corroborated through public records, which, when combined 
with another enumerated factor, establishes that the applicant poses a significantly greater threat 
to law enforcement or the public at large than the average citizen. Any such voluntary reporting 
shall be made within 45 days after the date the sheriff receives the application. Any sheriff or 
chief law enforcement officer submitting a voluntary report shall not incur any civil or criminal 
liability as the result of the good faith submission of such report. 
 
(3)  All funds retained by the sheriff pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be credited to 
a special fund of the sheriff’s office which shall be used solely for the purpose of administering 
this act. 
 
(d)  Each applicant shall be subject to a state and national criminal history records check which 
conforms to applicable federal standards, including an inquiry of the national instant criminal 
background check system for the purpose of verifying the identity of the applicant and whether 
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the applicant has been convicted of any crime or has been the subject of any restraining order or 
any mental health related finding that would disqualify the applicant from holding a license 
under this act. The attorney general is authorized to use the information obtained from the state 
or national criminal history record check to determine the applicant’s eligibility for such license. 
 
(e)  Within 90 days after the date of receipt of the items listed in subsection (b), the attorney 
general shall: 
 
(1)  Issue the license and certify the issuance to the department of revenue; or 
 
(2)  deny the application based solely on: (A) The report submitted by the sheriff or other chief 
law enforcement officer under subsection (c)(2) for good cause shown therein; or (B) the ground 
that the applicant is disqualified under the criteria listed in K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c04, and 
amendments thereto. If the attorney general denies the application, the attorney general shall 
notify the applicant in writing, stating the ground for denial and informing the applicant the 
opportunity for a hearing pursuant to the Kansas administrative procedure act. 
 
(f)  Each person issued a license shall pay to the department of revenue a fee for the cost of the 
license which shall be in amounts equal to the fee required pursuant to K.S.A. 8-243 and 8-246, 
and amendments thereto, for replacement of a driver’s license. 
 
(g)   
 
(1)  A person who is a retired law enforcement officer, as defined in K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 21-5111, 
and amendments thereto, shall be: (A) Required to pay an original license fee as provided in 
subsection (b)(2), to be forwarded by the sheriff to the attorney general; (B) exempt from the 
required completion of a handgun safety and training course if such person was certified by the 
Kansas commission on peace officer’s standards and training, or similar body from another 
jurisdiction, not more than eight years prior to submission of the application; (C) required to pay 
the license renewal fee; (D) required to pay to the department of revenue the fees required by 
subsection (f); and (E) required to comply with the criminal history records check requirement of 
this section. 
 
(2)  Proof of retirement as a law enforcement officer shall be required and provided to the 
attorney general in the form of a letter from the agency head, or their designee, of the officer’s 
retiring agency that attests to the officer having retired in good standing from that agency as a 
law enforcement officer for reasons other than mental instability and that the officer has a 
nonforfeitable right to benefits under a retirement plan of the agency. 
 
(h)  A person who is a corrections officer, a parole officer or a corrections officer employed by 
the federal bureau of prisons, as defined by K.S.A. 75-5202, and amendments thereto, shall be:  
 
(1) Required to pay an original license fee as provided in subsection (b)(2); (2) exempt from the 
required completion of a handgun safety and training course if such person was issued a 
certificate of firearms training by the department of corrections or the federal bureau of prisons 
or similar body not more than one year prior to submission of the application; (3) required to pay 
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the license renewal fee; (4) required to pay to the department of revenue the fees required by 
subsection (f); and (5) required to comply with the criminal history records check requirement of 
this section. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c10 (2015) 
Same; restrictions on carrying concealed handgun; exceptions; liabilities; employees 
permitted to carry; penalties for violations; sign requirements 
 
Subject to the provisions of K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c20, and amendments thereto: 
 
(a)  The carrying of a concealed handgun shall not be prohibited in any building unless such 
building is conspicuously posted in accordance with rules and regulations adopted by the 
attorney general. 
 
(b)  Nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent: 
 
(1)  Any public or private employer from restricting or prohibiting by personnel policies persons 
from carrying a concealed handgun while on the premises of the employer’s business or while 
engaged in the duties of the person’s employment by the employer, except that no employer may 
prohibit possession of a handgun in a private means of conveyance, even if parked on the 
employer’s premises; or 
 
(2)  any private business or city, county or political subdivision from restricting or prohibiting 
persons from carrying a concealed handgun within a building or buildings of such entity, 
provided that the building is posted in accordance with rules and regulations adopted by the 
attorney general pursuant to subsection (i), as a building where carrying a concealed handgun is 
prohibited. 
 
(c)   
 
(1)  Any private entity which provides adequate security measures in a private building and 
which conspicuously posts signage in accordance with this section prohibiting the carrying of a 
concealed handgun in such building shall not be liable for any wrongful act or omission relating 
to actions of persons carrying a concealed handgun concerning acts or omissions regarding such 
handguns. 
 
(2)  Any private entity which does not provide adequate security measures in a private building 
and which allows the carrying of a concealed handgun shall not be liable for any wrongful act or 
omission relating to actions of persons carrying a concealed handgun concerning acts or 
omissions regarding such handguns. 
 
(3)  Nothing in this act shall be deemed to increase the liability of any private entity where 
liability would have existed under the personal and family protection act prior to the effective 
date of this act. 
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(d)  The governing body or the chief administrative officer, if no governing body exists, of any 
of the following institutions may permit any employee to carry a concealed handgun in any 
building of such institution, if the employee meets such institution’s own policy requirements 
regardless of whether such building is conspicuously posted in accordance with the provisions of 
this section: 
 
(1)  A unified school district; 
 
(2)  a postsecondary educational institution, as defined in K.S.A. 74-3201b, and amendments 
thereto; 
 
(3)  a state or municipal-owned medical care facility, as defined in K.S.A. 65-425, and 
amendments thereto; 
 
(4)  a state or municipal-owned adult care home, as defined in K.S.A. 39-923, and amendments 
thereto; 
 
(5)  a community mental health center organized pursuant to K.S.A. 19-4001 et seq., and 
amendments thereto; or 
 
(6)  an indigent health care clinic, as defined by K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 65-7402, and amendments 
thereto. 
 
(e)   
 
(1)  It shall be a violation of this section to carry a concealed handgun in violation of any 
restriction or prohibition allowed by subsection (a) or (b) if the building is posted in accordance 
with rules and regulations adopted by the attorney general pursuant to subsection (i). Any person 
who violates this section shall not be subject to a criminal penalty but may be subject to denial to 
such premises or removal from such premises. 
 
(2)  Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) or (b), it is not a violation of this section for 
the United States attorney for the district of Kansas, the attorney general, any district attorney or 
county attorney, any assistant United States attorney if authorized by the United States attorney 
for the district of Kansas, any assistant attorney general if authorized by the attorney general, or 
any assistant district attorney or assistant county attorney if authorized by the district attorney or 
county attorney by whom such assistant is employed, to possess a handgun within any of the 
buildings described in subsection (a) or (b), subject to any restrictions or prohibitions imposed in 
any courtroom by the chief judge of the judicial district. 
 
(3)  Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) or (b), it is not a violation of this section for 
a law enforcement officer, as that term is defined in K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c22, and 
amendments thereto, who satisfies the requirements of either K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c22(a) or 
(b), and amendments thereto, to possess a handgun within any of the buildings described in 
subsection (a) or (b), subject to any restrictions or prohibitions imposed in any courtroom by the 
chief judge of the judicial district. 
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(f)  On and after July 1, 2014, the provisions of this section shall not apply to the carrying of a 
concealed handgun in the state capitol. 
 
(g)  For the purposes of this section: 
 
(1)  “Adequate security measures” shall have the same meaning as the term is defined in K.S.A. 
2014 Supp. 75-7c20, and amendments thereto; 
 
(2)  “building” shall not include any structure, or any area of any structure, designated for the 
parking of motor vehicles. 
 
(h)  Nothing in this act shall be construed to authorize the carrying or possession of a handgun 
where prohibited by federal law. 
 
(i)  The attorney general shall adopt rules and regulations prescribing the location, content, size 
and other characteristics of signs to be posted on a building where carrying a concealed handgun 
is prohibited pursuant to subsections (a) and (b). Such regulations shall prescribe, at a minimum, 
that: 
 
(1)  The signs be posted at all exterior entrances to the prohibited buildings; 
 
(2)  the signs be posted at eye level of adults using the entrance and not more than 12 inches to 
the right or left of such entrance; 
 
(3)  the signs not be obstructed or altered in any way; and 
 
(4)  signs which become illegible for any reason be immediately replaced. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c17 (2015) 
Legislative findings regarding uniform standards for licensing and regulation; certain local 
ordinances and resolutions inapplicable to licensees; limitations on authority of attorney 
general; liberal construction of act 
 
(a)  The legislature finds as a matter of public policy and fact that it is necessary to provide 
statewide uniform standards for issuing licenses to carry concealed handguns for self-defense 
and finds it necessary to occupy the field of regulation of the bearing of concealed handguns for 
self-defense to ensure that no honest, law-abiding person who qualifies under the provisions of 
this act is subjectively or arbitrarily denied the person’s rights. No city, county or other political 
subdivision of this state shall regulate, restrict or prohibit the carrying of concealed handguns by 
individuals except as provided in K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 21-6301, 21-6302, 21-6304, 21-6309, 75-
7c10 or 75-7c20, and amendments thereto, or K.S.A. 21-4218(f), prior to its repeal. Any existing 
or future law, ordinance, rule, regulation or resolution enacted by any city, county or other 
political subdivision of this state that regulates, restricts or prohibits the carrying of concealed 
handguns by individuals except as provided in K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 21-6301, 21-6302, 21-6304, 
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21-6309, 75-7c10 or 75-7c20, and amendments thereto, or K.S.A. 21-4218(f), prior to its repeal 
shall be null and void. 
 
(b)  Prosecution of any person under the personal and family protection act, and amendments 
thereto, shall be done through the district court. 
 
(c)  The legislature does not delegate to the attorney general the authority to regulate or restrict 
the issuing of licenses provided for in this act, beyond those provisions of this act pertaining to 
licensing and training. Subjective or arbitrary actions or rules and regulations which encumber 
the issuing process by placing burdens on the applicant beyond those sworn statements and 
specified documents detailed in this act or which create restrictions beyond those specified in this 
act are in conflict with the intent of this act and are prohibited. 
 
(d)  This act shall be liberally construed. This act is supplemental and additional to existing 
constitutional rights to bear arms and nothing in this act shall impair or diminish such rights. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c19 (repealed effective July 1, 2015) 
United States, district and county attorneys, attorney general and assistants; licensure and 
training requirements 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c20 (2015) 
Concealed handguns in public buildings; when prohibited; public buildings exempted; 
definitions 
 
(a)  The carrying of a concealed handgun shall not be prohibited in any state or municipal 
building unless such building has adequate security measures to ensure that no weapons are 
permitted to be carried into such building and the building is conspicuously posted in accordance 
with K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c10, and amendments thereto. 
 
(b)  Any state or municipal building which contains both public access entrances and restricted 
access entrances shall provide adequate security measures at the public access entrances in order 
to prohibit the carrying of any weapons into such building. 
 
(c)  No state agency or municipality shall prohibit an employee from carrying a concealed 
handgun at the employee’s work place unless the building has adequate security measures and 
the building is conspicuously posted in accordance with K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c10, and 
amendments thereto. 
 
(d)  It shall not be a violation of the personal and family protection act for a person to carry a 
concealed handgun into a state or municipal building so long as that person has authority to enter 
through a restricted access entrance into such building which provides adequate security 
measures and the building is conspicuously posted in accordance with K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-
7c10, and amendments thereto. 
 
(e)  A state agency or municipality which provides adequate security measures in a state or 
municipal building and which conspicuously posts signage in accordance with K.S.A. 2014 
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Supp. 75-7c10, and amendments thereto, prohibiting the carrying of a concealed handgun in such 
building shall not be liable for any wrongful act or omission relating to actions of persons 
carrying a concealed handgun concerning acts or omissions regarding such handguns. 
 
(f)  A state agency or municipality which does not provide adequate security measures in a state 
or municipal building and which allows the carrying of a concealed handgun shall not be liable 
for any wrongful act or omission relating to actions of persons carrying a concealed handgun 
concerning acts or omissions regarding such handguns. 
 
(g)  Nothing in this act shall limit the ability of a corrections facility, a jail facility or a law 
enforcement agency to prohibit the carrying of a handgun or other firearm concealed or 
unconcealed by any person into any secure area of a building located on such premises, except 
those areas of such building outside of a secure area and readily accessible to the public shall be 
subject to the provisions of subsection (b). 
 
(h)  Nothing in this section shall limit the ability of the chief judge of each judicial district to 
prohibit the carrying of a concealed handgun by any person into courtrooms or ancillary 
courtrooms within the district provided that other means of security are employed such as armed 
law enforcement or armed security officers. 
 
(i)  The governing body or the chief administrative officer, if no governing body exists, of a state 
or municipal building, may exempt the building from this section until January 1, 2014, by 
notifying the Kansas attorney general and the law enforcement agency of the local jurisdiction by 
letter of such exemption. Thereafter, such governing body or chief administrative officer may 
exempt a state or municipal building for a period of only four years by adopting a resolution, or 
drafting a letter, listing the legal description of such building, listing the reasons for such 
exemption, and including the following statement: “A security plan has been developed for the 
building being exempted which supplies adequate security to the occupants of the building and 
merits the prohibition of the carrying of a concealed handgun.” A copy of the security plan for 
the building shall be maintained on file and shall be made available, upon request, to the Kansas 
attorney general and the law enforcement agency of local jurisdiction. Notice of this exemption, 
together with the resolution adopted or the letter drafted, shall be sent to the Kansas attorney 
general and to the law enforcement agency of local jurisdiction. The security plan shall not be 
subject to disclosure under the Kansas open records act. 
 
(j)  The governing body or the chief administrative officer, if no governing body exists, of any of 
the following institutions may exempt any building of such institution from this section for a 
period of only four years by stating the reasons for such exemption and sending notice of such 
exemption to the Kansas attorney general: 
 
(1)  A state or municipal-owned medical care facility, as defined in K.S.A. 65-425, and 
amendments thereto; 
 
(2)  a state or municipal-owned adult care home, as defined in K.S.A. 39-923, and amendments 
thereto; 
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(3)  a community mental health center organized pursuant to K.S.A. 19-4001 et seq., and 
amendments thereto; 
 
(4)  an indigent health care clinic, as defined by K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 65-7402, and amendments 
thereto; or 
 
(5)  a postsecondary educational institution, as defined in K.S.A. 74-3201b, and amendments 
thereto, including any buildings located on the grounds of such institution and any buildings 
leased by such institution. 
 
(k)  The provisions of this section shall not apply to any building located on the grounds of the 
Kansas state school for the deaf or the Kansas state school for the blind. 
 
(l)  Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit any law enforcement officer, as defined 
in K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c22, and amendments thereto, who satisfies the requirements of either 
K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c22(a) or (b), and amendments thereto, from carrying a concealed 
handgun into any state or municipal building in accordance with the provisions of K.S.A. 2014 
Supp. 75-7c22, and amendments thereto, subject to any restrictions or prohibitions imposed in 
any courtroom by the chief judge of the judicial district. 
 
(m)  For purposes of this section: 
 
(1)  “Adequate security measures” means the use of electronic equipment and personnel at public 
entrances to detect and restrict the carrying of any weapons into the state or municipal building, 
including, but not limited to, metal detectors, metal detector wands or any other equipment used 
for similar purposes to ensure that weapons are not permitted to be carried into such building by 
members of the public. Adequate security measures for storing and securing lawfully carried 
weapons, including, but not limited to, the use of gun lockers or other similar storage options 
may be provided at public entrances. 
 
(2)  The terms “municipality” and “municipal” are interchangeable and have the same meaning 
as the term “municipality” is defined in K.S.A. 75-6102, and amendments thereto, but does not 
include school districts. 
 
(3)  “Restricted access entrance” means an entrance that is restricted to the public and requires a 
key, keycard, code, or similar device to allow entry to authorized personnel. 
 
(4)  “State” means the same as the term is defined in K.S.A. 75-6102, and amendments thereto. 
 
(5)   
 
(A)  “State or municipal building” means a building owned or leased by such public entity. It 
does not include a building owned by the state or a municipality which is leased by a private 
entity whether for profit or not-for-profit or a building held in title by the state or a municipality 
solely for reasons of revenue bond financing. 
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(B)  On and after July 1, 2014, the term “state and municipal building” shall not include the state 
capitol. 
 
(6)  “Weapon” means a weapon described in K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 21-6301, and amendments 
thereto, except the term “weapon” shall not include any cutting instrument that has a sharpened 
or pointed blade. 
 
(n)  This section shall be a part of and supplemental to the personal and family protection act. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c21 (2015) 
Concealed handguns in state capitol; effective date 
 
(a)  An individual may carry a concealed handgun in the state capitol, provided such individual is 
not prohibited from possessing a firearm under either federal or state law. 
 
This section shall be a part of and supplemental to the personal and family protection act. 
 
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 75-7c24 (2015)  
Restrictions on carrying unconcealed firearms; exceptions; penalties; sign requirements  
 
(a) Provided that the building is conspicuously posted in accordance with rules and regulations 
adopted by the attorney general as a building where carrying an unconcealed firearm is 
prohibited, it shall be unlawful to carry an unconcealed firearm into such building. 
 
(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit a law enforcement officer, as defined in 
K.S.A. 22-2202, and amendments thereto, from acting within the scope of such officer's duties. 
 
(c) It shall be a violation of this section to carry an unconcealed firearm if the building is posted 
in accordance with rules and regulations adopted by the attorney general pursuant to subsection  
 
(d) Any person who violates this section shall not be subject to a criminal penalty but may be 
subject to denial to such premises or removal from such premises. 
 
(d) (1) The attorney general shall adopt rules and regulations prescribing the location, content, 
size and other characteristics of signs to be posted on a building where carrying an unconcealed 
firearm is prohibited pursuant to subsection (a). Such regulations shall prescribe, at a minimum, 
that: 
 
(A) The signs be posted at all exterior entrances to the prohibited buildings; 
 
(B)  the signs be posted at eye level of adults using the entrance and not more than 12 inches to 
the right or left of such entrance;  
 
(C) the signs not be obstructed or altered in any way;  
 
(D) signs which become illegible for any reason be immediately replaced; and  
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(E) except as provided in paragraph (2), signs shall include the following, which shall be printed 
in large, conspicuous print: "The open carrying of firearms in this building is prohibited."  
 
(2) Such rules and regulations shall provide that the same signage used to prohibit the carrying of 
concealed handguns under K.S.A. 2014 Supp. 75-7c01 et seq., and amendments thereto, may be 
used to also prohibit the carrying of unconcealed firearms. 
 
Kentucky 
 
Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 65.870 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Local firearms control ordinances prohibited -- Exemption from immunity -- Declaratory 
and injunctive relief 
 
(1)  No existing or future city, county, urban-county government, charter county, consolidated 
local government, unified local government, special district, local or regional public or quasi-
public agency, board, commission, department, public corporation, or any person acting under 
the authority of any of these organizations may occupy any part of the field of regulation of the 
manufacture, sale, purchase, taxation, transfer, ownership, possession, carrying, storage, or 
transportation of firearms, ammunition, components of firearms, components of ammunition, 
firearms accessories, or combination thereof. 
 
(2)  Any existing or future ordinance, executive order, administrative regulation, policy, 
procedure, rule, or any other form of executive or legislative action in violation of this section or 
the spirit thereof is hereby declared null, void, and unenforceable. 
 
(3)  Any person or organization specified in subsection (1) of this section shall repeal, rescind, or 
amend to conform, any ordinance, administrative regulation, executive order, policy, procedure, 
rule, or other form of executive or legislative action in violation of this section or the spirit 
thereof within six (6) months after July 12, 2012. 
 
(4)  Pursuant to Section 231 of the Constitution of Kentucky, insofar as any person or 
organization specified in subsection (1) of this section is considered an agent of the 
Commonwealth, it is the intent of the General Assembly to exempt them from any immunity 
provided in Section 231 of the Constitution of Kentucky to the extent provided in this section. A 
person or an organization whose membership is adversely affected by any ordinance, 
administrative regulation, executive order, policy, procedure, rule, or any other form of executive 
or legislative action promulgated or caused to be enforced in violation of this section or the spirit 
thereof may file suit against any person or organization specified in subsection (1) of this section 
in any court of this state having jurisdiction over any defendant to the suit for declaratory and 
injunctive relief. A court shall award the prevailing party in any such suit: 
 
(a)  Reasonable attorney’s fees and costs in accordance with the laws of this state; and 
 
(b)  Expert witness fees and expenses. 
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(5)  If any person or organization specified in subsection (1) of this section violates this section 
or the spirit thereof, the court shall declare the improper ordinance, administrative regulation, 
executive order, policy, procedure, rule, or other form of executive or legislative action specified 
in subsection (1) of this section null, void, and unenforceable, and issue a permanent injunction 
against the person or organization specified in subsection (1) of this section prohibiting the 
enforcement of such ordinance, administrative regulation, executive order, policy, procedure, 
rule, or any other form of executive or legislative action specified in subsection (1) of this 
section. 
 
(6)  A violation of this section by a public servant shall be a violation of either KRS 
522.020 or 522.030, depending on the circumstances of the violation. 
 
(7)  The provisions of this section shall not apply where a statute specifically authorizes or 
directs an agency or person specified in subsection (1) of this section to regulate a subject 
specified in subsection (1) of this section. 
 
Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 237.104 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Rights to acquire, carry, and use deadly weapons not to be impaired; Seizure of deadly 
weapons prohibited; Application of section 
 
(1) No person, unit of government, or governmental organization shall, during a period of 
disaster or emergency as specified in KRS Chapter 39A or at any other time, have the right to 
revoke, suspend, limit the use of, or otherwise impair the validity of the right of any person to 
purchase, transfer, loan, own, possess, carry, or use a firearm, firearm part, ammunition, 
ammunition component, or any deadly weapon or dangerous instrument. 
 
(2) No person, unit of government, or governmental organization shall, during a period of 
disaster or emergency as specified in KRS Chapter 39A or at any other time, take, seize, 
confiscate, or impound a firearm, firearm part, ammunition, ammunition component, or any 
deadly weapon or dangerous instrument from any person. 
 
(3) The provisions of this section shall not apply to the taking of an item specified in subsection 
(1) or (2) of this section from a person who is: 
 
(a) Forbidden to possess a firearm pursuant to KRS 527.040; 
 
(b) Forbidden to possess a firearm pursuant to federal law; 
 
(c) Violating KRS 527.020; 
 
(d) In possession of a stolen firearm; 
 
(e) Using a firearm in the commission of a separate criminal offense; or 
 
(f) Using a firearm or other weapon in the commission of an offense under KRS. 
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Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 237.110 (LexisNexis 2015) 
License to carry concealed deadly weapon — Criteria — Training — Paper or electronic 
application — Issuance and denial of licenses — Automated listing of license holders — 
Suspension or revocation — Renewal — Prohibitions — Reciprocity — Reports — 
Requirements for training classes 
 
(1)  The Department of Kentucky State Police is authorized to issue and renew licenses to carry 
concealed firearms or other deadly weapons, or a combination thereof, to persons qualified as 
provided in this section. 
 
(2)  An original or renewal license issued pursuant to this section shall: 
 
(a)  Be valid throughout the Commonwealth and, except as provided in this section or other 
specific section of the Kentucky Revised Statutes or federal law, permit the holder of the license 
to carry firearms, ammunition, or other deadly weapons, or a combination thereof, at any 
location in the Commonwealth; 
 
(b)  Unless revoked or suspended as provided by law, be valid for a period of five (5) years from 
the date of issuance; 
 
(c)  Authorize the holder of the license to carry a concealed firearm or other deadly weapon, or a 
combination thereof, on or about his or her person; and 
 
(d)  Authorize the holder of the license to carry ammunition for a firearm on or about his or her 
person. 
 
(3)  Prior to the issuance of an original or renewal license to carry a concealed deadly weapon, 
the Department of Kentucky State Police, upon receipt of a completed application, applicable 
fees, and any documentation required by this section or administrative regulation promulgated by 
the Department of Kentucky State Police, shall conduct a background check to ascertain whether 
the applicant is eligible under 18 U.S.C. sec. 922(g) and (n), any other applicable federal law, 
and state law to purchase, receive, or possess a firearm or ammunition, or both. The background 
check shall include: 
 
(a)  A state records check covering the items specified in this subsection, together with any other 
requirements of this section; 
 
(b)  A federal records check, which shall include a National Instant Criminal Background Check 
System (NICS) check; 
 
(c)  A federal Immigration Alien Query if the person is an alien who has been lawfully admitted 
to the United States by the United States government or an agency thereof; and 
 
(d)  In addition to the Immigration Alien Query, if the applicant has not been lawfully admitted 
to the United States under permanent resident status, the Department of Kentucky State Police 
shall, if a doubt exists relating to an alien’s eligibility to purchase a firearm, consult with the 
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United States Department of Homeland Security, United States Department of Justice, United 
States Department of State, or other federal agency to confirm whether the alien is eligible to 
purchase a firearm in the United States, bring a firearm into the United States, or possess a 
firearm in the United States under federal law. 
 
(4)  The Department of Kentucky State Police shall issue an original or renewal license if the 
applicant: 
 
(a)  Is not prohibited from the purchase, receipt, or possession of firearms, ammunition, or both 
pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 922(g), 18 U.S.C. 922(n), or applicable federal or state law; 
 
(b)   
 
1.  Is a citizen of the United States who is a resident of this Commonwealth; 
 
2.  Is a citizen of the United States who is a member of the Armed Forces of the United States 
who is on active duty, who is at the time of application assigned to a military posting in 
Kentucky; 
 
3.  Is lawfully admitted to the United States by the United States government or an agency 
thereof, is permitted by federal law to purchase a firearm, and is a resident of this 
Commonwealth; or 
 
4.  Is lawfully admitted to the United States by the United States government or an agency 
thereof, is permitted by federal law to purchase a firearm, is, at the time of the application, 
assigned to a military posting in Kentucky, and has been assigned to a posting in the 
Commonwealth; 
 
(c)  Is twenty-one (21) years of age or older; 
 
(d)  Has not been committed to a state or federal facility for the abuse of a controlled substance 
or been convicted of a misdemeanor violation of KRS Chapter 218A or similar laws of any other 
state relating to controlled substances, within a three (3) year period immediately preceding the 
date on which the application is submitted; 
 
(e)  Does not chronically and habitually use alcoholic beverages as evidenced by the applicant 
having two (2) or more convictions for violating KRS 189A.010 within the three (3) years 
immediately preceding the date on which the application is submitted, or having been committed 
as an alcoholic pursuant to KRS Chapter 222 or similar laws of another state within the three (3) 
year period immediately preceding the date on which the application is submitted; 
 
(f)  Does not owe a child support arrearage which equals or exceeds the cumulative amount 
which would be owed after one (1) year of nonpayment, if the Department of Kentucky State 
Police has been notified of the arrearage by the Cabinet for Health and Family Services; 
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(g)  Has complied with any subpoena or warrant relating to child support or paternity 
proceedings. If the Department of Kentucky State Police has not been notified by the Cabinet for 
Health and Family Services that the applicant has failed to meet this requirement, the 
Department of Kentucky State Police shall assume that paternity and child support proceedings 
are not an issue; 
 
(h)  Has not been convicted of a violation of KRS 508.030 or 508.080 within the three (3) years 
immediately preceding the date on which the application is submitted. The commissioner of the 
Department of Kentucky State Police may waive this requirement upon good cause shown and a 
determination that the applicant is not a danger and that a waiver would not violate federal law; 
 
(i)  Demonstrates competence with a firearm by successful completion of a firearms safety or 
training course that is conducted by a firearms instructor who is certified by a national 
organization that certifies firearms instructors and includes the use of written tests, in person 
instruction, and a component of live-fire training or a firearms safety course offered or approved 
by the Department of Criminal Justice Training. The firearms safety course offered or approved 
by the Department of Criminal Justice Training shall: 
 
1.  Be not more than eight (8) hours in length; 
 
2.  Include instruction on handguns, the safe use of handguns, the care and cleaning of handguns, 
and handgun marksmanship principles; 
 
3.  Include actual range firing of a handgun in a safe manner, and the firing of not more than 
twenty (20) rounds at a full-size silhouette target, during which firing, not less than eleven (11) 
rounds must hit the silhouette portion of the target; 
 
4.  Include information on and a copy of laws relating to possession and carrying of firearms, as 
set forth in KRS Chapters 237 and 527, and the laws relating to the use of force, as set forth in 
KRS Chapter 503; and 
 
(j)  Demonstrates knowledge of the law regarding the justifiable use of force by including with 
the application a copy of the concealed carry deadly weapons legal handout made available by 
the Department of Criminal Justice Training and a signed statement that indicates that applicant 
has read and understands the handout. 
 
(5)   
 
(a)  A legible photocopy or electronic copy of a certificate of completion issued by a firearms 
instructor certified by a national organization or the Department of Criminal Justice Training 
shall constitute evidence of qualification under subsection (4)(i) of this section. 
 
(b)  Persons qualifying under subsection (6)(d) of this section may submit with their application: 
 
1.  At least one (1) of the following paper or electronic forms or their successor forms showing 
evidence of handgun training or handgun qualifications: 
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a.  Department of Defense Form DD 2586; 
 
b.  Department of Defense Form DD 214; 
 
c.  Coast Guard Form CG 3029; 
 
d.  Department of the Army Form DA 88-R; 
 
e.  Department of the Army Form DA 5704-R; 
 
f.  Department of the Navy Form OPNAV 3591-1; or 
 
g.  Department of the Air Force Form AF 522; or 
2.   
 
a.  Documentary evidence of an honorable discharge; and 
 
b.  A notarized affidavit on a form provided by the Department of Kentucky State Police, signed 
under penalty of perjury, stating the person has met the training requirements of subsection 
(6)(d) of this section. 
 
(6)   
 
(a)  Peace officers who are currently certified as peace officers by the Kentucky Law 
Enforcement Council pursuant to KRS 15.380 to 15.404 and peace officers who are retired and 
are members of the Kentucky Employees Retirement System, State Police Retirement System, or 
County Employees Retirement System or other retirement system operated by or for a city, 
county, or urban-county in Kentucky shall be deemed to have met the training requirement. 
 
(b)  Current and retired peace officers of the following federal agencies shall be deemed to have 
met the training requirement: 
 
1.  Any peace officer employed by a federal agency specified in KRS 61.365; 
 
2.  Any peace officer employed by a federal civilian law enforcement agency not specified above 
who has successfully completed the basic law enforcement training course required by that 
agency; 
 
3.  Any military peace officer of the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, or Air Force, or a 
reserve component thereof, or of the Army National Guard or Air National Guard who has 
successfully completed the military law enforcement training course required by that branch of 
the military; and 
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4.  Any member of the United States Coast Guard serving in a peace officer role who has 
successfully completed the law enforcement training course specified by the United States Coast 
Guard. 
 
(c)  Corrections officers who are currently employed by a consolidated local government, an 
urban-county government, or the Department of Corrections who have successfully completed a 
basic firearms training course required for their employment, and corrections officers who were 
formerly employed by a consolidated local government, an urban-county government, or the 
Department of Corrections who are retired, and who successfully completed a basic firearms 
training course required for their employment, and are members of a state-administered 
retirement system or other retirement system operated by or for a city, county, or urban-county 
government in Kentucky shall be deemed to have met the training requirement. 
 
(d)  Active or honorably discharged service members in the United States Army, Navy, Marine 
Corps, Air Force, or Coast Guard, or a reserve component thereof, or of the Army National 
Guard or Air National Guard shall be deemed to have met the training requirement if these 
persons: 
 
1.  Successfully completed handgun training which was conducted by the United States Army, 
Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or Coast Guard, or a reserve component thereof, or of the Army 
National Guard or Air National Guard; or 
 
2.  Successfully completed handgun qualification within the United States Army, Navy, Marine 
Corps, Air Force, or Coast Guard, or a reserve component thereof, or of the Army Guard or Air 
Force National Guard. 
 
(7)   
 
(a)   
 
1.  A paper application for a license, or renewal of a license, to carry a concealed deadly weapon 
shall be obtained from and submitted to the office of the sheriff in the county in which the person 
resides. 
 
2.  An applicant, in lieu of a paper application, may submit an electronic application for a 
license, or renewal of a license, to carry a concealed deadly weapon to the Department of 
Kentucky State Police. 
 
3.  Persons qualifying under subsection (6)(d) of this section shall be supplied the information in 
subsection (4)(i)4. of this section upon obtaining an application. 
 
(b)   
 
1.  The completed paper application and any documentation required by this section plus an 
application fee or renewal fee, as appropriate, of sixty dollars ($60) shall be presented to the 
office of the sheriff of the county in which the applicant resides. 
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2.  The sheriff shall transmit the paper application and accompanying material to the Department 
of Kentucky State Police within five (5) working days. 
 
3.  Twenty dollars ($20) of the paper application fee shall be retained by the office of the sheriff 
for official expenses of the office. Twenty dollars ($20) shall be sent to the Department of 
Kentucky State Police with the application. Ten dollars ($10) shall be transmitted by the sheriff 
to the Administrative Office of the Courts to fund background checks for youth leaders, and ten 
dollars ($10) shall be transmitted to the Administrative Office of the Courts to fund background 
checks for applicants for concealed weapons. 
 
(c)   
 
1.  A completed electronic application submitted in lieu of a paper application, any 
documentation required by this section, and an application fee or renewal fee, as appropriate, of 
seventy dollars ($70) shall be presented to the Department of Kentucky State Police. 
 
2.  If an electronic application is submitted in lieu of a paper application, thirty dollars ($30) of 
the electronic application fee shall be retained by the Department of Kentucky State Police. 
Twenty dollars ($20) shall be sent to the office of the sheriff of the applicant’s county of 
residence for official expenses of the office. Ten dollars ($10) shall be transmitted to the 
Administrative Office of the Courts to fund background checks for youth leaders, and ten dollars 
($10) shall be transmitted to the Administrative Office of the Courts to fund background checks 
for applicants for concealed weapon carry permits. 
 
(d)  A full-time or part-time peace officer who is currently certified as a peace officer by the 
Kentucky Law Enforcement Council and who is authorized by his or her employer or 
government authority to carry a concealed deadly weapon at all times and all locations within the 
Commonwealth pursuant to KRS 527.020, or a retired peace officer who is a member of the 
Kentucky Employees Retirement System, State Police Retirement System, County Employees 
Retirement System, or other retirement system operated by or for a city, county, or urban-county 
government in Kentucky, shall be exempt from paying the paper or electronic application or 
renewal fees. 
 
(e)  The application, whether paper or electronic, shall be completed, under oath, on a form or in 
a manner promulgated by the Department of Kentucky State Police by administrative regulation 
which shall include: 
 
1.   
 
a.  The name, address, place and date of birth, citizenship, gender, Social Security number of the 
applicant; and 
 
b.  If not a citizen of the United States, alien registration number if applicable, passport number, 
visa number, mother’s maiden name, and other information necessary to determine the 
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immigration status and eligibility to purchase a firearm under federal law of a person who is not 
a citizen of the United States; 
 
2.  A statement that, to the best of his or her knowledge, the applicant is in compliance with 
criteria contained within subsections (3) and (4) of this section; 
 
3.  A statement that the applicant, if qualifying under subsection (6)(c) of this section, has 
provided: 
 
a.  At least one (1) of the forms listed in subsection (5) of this section; or 
 
b.   
 
i.  Documentary evidence of an honorable discharge; and 
 
ii.  A notarized affidavit on a form provided by the Department of Kentucky State Police stating 
the person has met the training requirements of subsection (6)(c) of this section; 
 
4.  A statement that the applicant has been furnished a copy of this section and is knowledgeable 
about its provisions; 
 
5.  A statement that the applicant has been furnished a copy of, has read, and understands KRS 
Chapter 503 as it pertains to the use of deadly force for self-defense in Kentucky; and 
 
6.  A conspicuous warning that the application is executed under oath and that a materially false 
answer to any question, or the submission of any materially false document by the applicant, 
subjects the applicant to criminal prosecution under KRS 523.030. 
 
(8)  The applicant shall submit to the sheriff of the applicant’s county of residence or county of 
military posting if submitting a paper application, or to the Department of Kentucky State Police 
if submitting an electronic application: 
 
(a)  A completed application as described in subsection (7) of this section; 
 
(b)  A recent color photograph of the applicant, as prescribed by administrative regulation; 
 
(c)  A paper or electronic certificate or an affidavit or document as described in subsection (5) of 
this section; 
 
(d)  A paper or electronic document establishing the training exemption as described in 
subsection (6) of this section; and 
 
(e)  For an applicant who is not a citizen of the United States and has been lawfully admitted to 
the United States by the United States government or an agency thereof, an affidavit as 
prescribed by administrative regulation concerning his or her immigration status and his or her 
United States government issued: 
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1.  Permanent Resident Card I-551 or its equivalent successor identification; 
 
2.  Other United States government issued evidence of lawful admission to the United States 
which includes the category of admission, if admission has not been granted as a permanent 
resident; and 
 
3.  Evidence of compliance with the provisions of 18 U.S.C. sec. 922(g)(5), 18 U.S.C. sec. 
922(d)(5), or 18 U.S.C. sec. 922(y)(2), and 27 C.F.R. Part 178, including, as appropriate, but not 
limited to evidence of ninety (90) day residence in the Commonwealth, a valid current Kentucky 
hunting license if claiming exemption as a hunter, or other evidence of eligibility to purchase a 
firearm by an alien which is required by federal law or regulation. 
If an applicant presents identification specified in this paragraph, the sheriff shall examine the 
identification, may record information from the identification presented, and shall return the 
identification to the applicant. 
 
(9)  The Department of Kentucky State Police shall, within sixty (60) days after the date of 
receipt of the items listed in subsection (8) of this section if the applicant submitted a paper 
application, or within fifteen (15) business days after the date of receipt of the items listed in 
subsection (8) of this section if the applicant applied electronically, either: 
 
(a)  Issue the license; or 
 
(b)  Deny the application based solely on the grounds that the applicant fails to qualify under the 
criteria listed in subsection (3) or (4) of this section. If the Department of Kentucky State Police 
denies the application, it shall notify the applicant in writing, stating the grounds for denial and 
informing the applicant of a right to submit, within thirty (30) days, any additional 
documentation relating to the grounds of denial. Upon receiving any additional documentation, 
the Department of Kentucky State Police shall reconsider its decision and inform the applicant 
within twenty (20) days of the result of the reconsideration. The applicant shall further be 
informed of the right to seek de novo review of the denial in the District Court of his or her place 
of residence within ninety (90) days from the date of the letter advising the applicant of the 
denial. 
 
(10)  The Department of Kentucky State Police shall maintain an automated listing of license 
holders and pertinent information, and this information shall be available upon request, at all 
times to all Kentucky, federal, and other states law enforcement agencies. A request for the entire 
list of licensees, or for all licensees in a geographic area, shall be denied. Only requests relating 
to a named licensee shall be honored or available to law enforcement agencies. Information on 
applications for licenses, names and addresses, or other identifying information relating to 
license holders shall be confidential and shall not be made available except to law enforcement 
agencies. No request for lists of local or statewide permit holders shall be made to any state or 
local law enforcement agency, peace officer, or other agency of government other than the 
Department of Kentucky State Police, and no state or local law enforcement agency, peace 
officer, or agency of government, other than the Department of Kentucky State Police, shall 
provide any information to any requester not entitled to it by law. 
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(11)  Within thirty (30) days after the changing of a permanent address, or within thirty (30) days 
after the loss, theft, or destruction of a license, the licensee shall notify the Department of 
Kentucky State Police of the loss, theft, or destruction. Failure to notify the Department of 
Kentucky State Police shall constitute a noncriminal violation with a penalty of twenty-five 
dollars ($25) payable to the clerk of the District Court. No court costs shall be assessed for a 
violation of this subsection. When a licensee makes application to change his or her residence 
address or other information on the license, neither the sheriff nor the Department of Kentucky 
State Police shall require a surrender of the license until a new license is in the office of the 
applicable sheriff and available for issuance. Upon the issuance of a new license, the old license 
shall be destroyed by the sheriff. 
 
(12)  If a license is lost, stolen, or destroyed, the license shall be automatically invalid, and the 
person to whom the same was issued may, upon payment of fifteen dollars ($15) for a paper 
request, or twenty-five dollars ($25) for an electronic request submitted in lieu of a paper 
request, to the Department of Kentucky State Police, obtain a duplicate, upon furnishing a 
notarized statement to the Department of Kentucky State Police that the license has been lost, 
stolen, or destroyed. 
 
(13)   
 
(a)  The commissioner of the Department of Kentucky State Police, or his or her designee in 
writing, shall revoke the license of any person who becomes permanently ineligible to be issued 
a license or have a license renewed under the criteria set forth in this section. 
 
(b)  The commissioner of the Department of Kentucky State Police, or his or her designee in 
writing, shall suspend the license of any person who becomes temporarily ineligible to be issued 
a license or have a license renewed under the criteria set forth in this section. The license shall 
remain suspended until the person is again eligible for the issuance or renewal of a license. 
 
(c)  Upon the suspension or revocation of a license, the commissioner of the Department of 
Kentucky State Police, or his or her designee in writing, shall: 
 
1.  Order any peace officer to seize the license from the person whose license was suspended or 
revoked; or 
 
2.  Direct the person whose license was suspended or revoked to surrender the license to the 
sheriff of the person’s county of residence within two (2) business days of the receipt of the 
notice. 
 
(d)  If the person whose license was suspended or revoked desires a hearing on the matter, the 
person shall surrender the license as provided in paragraph (c)2. of this subsection and petition 
the commissioner of the Department of Kentucky State Police to hold a hearing on the issue of 
suspension or revocation of the license. 
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-235

(e)  Upon receipt of the petition, the commissioner of the Department of Kentucky State Police 
shall cause a hearing to be held in accordance with KRS Chapter 13B on the suspension or 
revocation of the license. If the license has not been surrendered, no hearing shall be scheduled 
or held. 
 
(f)  If the hearing officer determines that the licensee’s license was wrongly suspended or 
revoked, the hearing officer shall order the commissioner of the Department of Kentucky State 
Police to return the license and abrogate the suspension or revocation of the license. 
 
(g)  Any party may appeal a decision pursuant to this subsection to the District Court in the 
licensee’s county of residence in the same manner as for the denial of a license. 
 
(h)  If the license is not surrendered as ordered, the commissioner of the Department of Kentucky 
State Police shall order a peace officer to seize the license and deliver it to the commissioner. 
 
(i)  Failure to surrender a suspended or revoked license as ordered is a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
(j)  The provisions of this subsection relating to surrender of a license shall not apply if a court of 
competent jurisdiction has enjoined its surrender. 
 
(k)  When a domestic violence order or emergency protective order is issued pursuant to the 
provisions of KRS Chapter 403 against a person holding a license issued under this section, the 
holder of the permit shall surrender the license to the court or to the officer serving the order. 
The officer to whom the license is surrendered shall forthwith transmit the license to the court 
issuing the order. The license shall be suspended until the order is terminated, or until the judge 
who issued the order terminates the suspension prior to the termination of the underlying 
domestic violence order or emergency protective order, in writing and by return of the license, 
upon proper motion by the license holder. Subject to the same conditions as above, a peace 
officer against whom an emergency protective order or domestic violence order has been issued 
shall not be permitted to carry a concealed deadly weapon when not on duty, the provisions of 
KRS 527.020 to the contrary notwithstanding. 
 
(14)   
 
(a)  Not less than one hundred twenty (120) days prior to the expiration date of the license, the 
Department of Kentucky State Police shall mail to each licensee a written notice of the 
expiration and a renewal form prescribed by the Department of Kentucky State Police. The 
outside of the envelope containing the license renewal notice shall bear only the name and 
address of the applicant. No other information relating to the applicant shall appear on the 
outside of the envelope sent to the applicant. The licensee may renew his or her license on or 
before the expiration date by filing with the sheriff of his or her county of residence the paper 
renewal form, or by filing with the Department of Kentucky State Police an electronic renewal 
form in lieu of a paper renewal form, stating that the licensee remains qualified pursuant to the 
criteria specified in subsections (3) and (4) of this section, and the required renewal fee set forth 
in subsection (7) of this section. The sheriff shall issue to the applicant a receipt for the paper 
application for renewal of the license and shall date the receipt. The Department of Kentucky 
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State Police shall issue to the applicant a receipt for an electronic application for renewal of the 
license submitted in lieu of a paper application for renewal and shall date the receipt. 
 
(b)  A license which has expired shall be void and shall not be valid for any purpose other than 
surrender to the sheriff in exchange for a renewal license. 
 
(c)  The license shall be renewed to a qualified applicant upon receipt of the completed renewal 
application, records check as specified in subsection (3) of this section, determination that the 
renewal applicant is not ineligible for a license as specified in subsection (4), and appropriate 
payment of fees. Upon the issuance of a new license, the old license shall be destroyed by the 
sheriff. A licensee who fails to file a renewal application on or before its expiration date may 
renew his or her license by paying, in addition to the license fees, a late fee of fifteen dollars 
($15). No license shall be renewed six (6) months or more after its expiration date, and the 
license shall be deemed to be permanently expired six (6) months after its expiration date. A 
person whose license has permanently expired may reapply for licensure pursuant to subsections 
(7), (8), and (9) of this section. 
 
(15)  The licensee shall carry the license at all times the licensee is carrying a concealed firearm 
or other deadly weapon and shall display the license upon request of a law enforcement officer. 
Violation of the provisions of this subsection shall constitute a noncriminal violation with a 
penalty of twenty-five dollars ($25), payable to the clerk of the District Court, but no court costs 
shall be assessed. 
 
(16)  Except as provided in KRS 527.020, no license issued pursuant to this section shall 
authorize any person to carry a concealed firearm into: 
 
(a)  Any police station or sheriff’s office; 
 
(b)  Any detention facility, prison, or jail; 
 
(c)  Any courthouse, solely occupied by the Court of Justice courtroom, or court proceeding; 
 
(d)  Any meeting of the governing body of a county, municipality, or special district; or any 
meeting of the General Assembly or a committee of the General Assembly, except that nothing 
in this section shall preclude a member of the body, holding a concealed deadly weapon license, 
from carrying a concealed deadly weapon at a meeting of the body of which he or she is a 
member; 
 
(e)  Any portion of an establishment licensed to dispense beer or alcoholic beverages for 
consumption on the premises, which portion of the establishment is primarily devoted to that 
purpose; 
 
(f)  Any elementary or secondary school facility without the consent of school authorities as 
provided in KRS 527.070, any child-caring facility as defined in KRS 199.011, any day-care 
center as defined in KRS 199.894, or any certified family child-care home as defined in KRS 
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199.8982, except however, any owner of a certified child-care home may carry a concealed 
firearm into the owner’s residence used as a certified child-care home; 
 
(g)  An area of an airport to which access is controlled by the inspection of persons and property; 
or 
 
(h)  Any place where the carrying of firearms is prohibited by federal law. 
 
(17)  The owner, business or commercial lessee, or manager of a private business enterprise, day-
care center as defined in KRS 199.894 or certified or licensed family child-care home as defined 
in KRS 199.8982, or a health-care facility licensed under KRS Chapter 216B, except facilities 
renting or leasing housing, may prohibit persons holding concealed deadly weapon licenses from 
carrying concealed deadly weapons on the premises and may prohibit employees, not authorized 
by the employer, holding concealed deadly weapons licenses from carrying concealed deadly 
weapons on the property of the employer. If the building or the premises are open to the public, 
the employer or business enterprise shall post signs on or about the premises if carrying 
concealed weapons is prohibited. Possession of weapons, or ammunition, or both in a vehicle on 
the premises shall not be a criminal offense so long as the weapons, or ammunition, or both are 
not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises. A private but 
not a public employer may prohibit employees or other persons holding a concealed deadly 
weapons license from carrying concealed deadly weapons, or ammunition, or both in vehicles 
owned by the employer, but may not prohibit employees or other persons holding a concealed 
deadly weapons license from carrying concealed deadly weapons, or ammunition, or both in 
vehicles owned by the employee, except that the Justice and Public Safety Cabinet may prohibit 
an employee from carrying any weapons, or ammunition, or both other than the weapons, or 
ammunition, or both issued or authorized to be used by the employee of the cabinet, in a vehicle 
while transporting persons under the employee’s supervision or jurisdiction. Carrying of a 
concealed weapon, or ammunition, or both in a location specified in this subsection by a license 
holder shall not be a criminal act but may subject the person to denial from the premises or 
removal from the premises, and, if an employee of an employer, disciplinary measures by the 
employer. 
 
(18)  All moneys collected by the Department of Kentucky State Police pursuant to this section 
shall be used to administer the provisions of this section and KRS 237.138 to 237.142. By March 
1 of each year, the Department of Kentucky State Police and the Administrative Office of the 
Courts shall submit reports to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, indicating the amounts of money collected and the expenditures 
related to this section, KRS 237.138 to 237.142, and KRS 237.115, 244.125, 527.020, and 
527.070, and the administration of the provisions of this section, KRS 237.138 to 237.142, and 
KRS 237.115, 244.125, 527.020, and 527.070. 
 
(19)  The General Assembly finds as a matter of public policy that it is necessary to provide 
statewide uniform standards for issuing licenses to carry concealed firearms and to occupy the 
field of regulation of the bearing of concealed firearms to ensure that no person who qualifies 
under the provisions of this section is denied his rights. The General Assembly does not delegate 
to the Department of Kentucky State Police the authority to regulate or restrict the issuing of 
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licenses provided for in this section beyond those provisions contained in this section. This 
section shall be liberally construed to carry out the constitutional right to bear arms for self-
defense. 
 
(20)   
 
(a)  A person who is not a resident of Kentucky and who has a valid license issued by another 
state of the United States to carry a concealed deadly weapon in that state may, subject to 
provisions of Kentucky law, carry a concealed deadly weapon in Kentucky, and his or her 
license shall be considered as valid in Kentucky. 
 
(b)  If a person with a valid license to carry a concealed deadly weapon issued from another state 
that has entered into a reciprocity agreement with the Department of Kentucky State Police 
becomes a resident of Kentucky, the license issued by the other state shall be considered as valid 
for the first one hundred twenty (120) days of the person’s residence in Kentucky, if within sixty 
(60) days of moving to Kentucky, the person completes a form promulgated by the Department 
of Kentucky State Police which shall include: 
 
1.  A signed and notarized statement averring that to the best of his or her knowledge the 
person’s license to carry a concealed deadly weapon is valid and in compliance with applicable 
out-of-state law, and has not been revoked or suspended for any reason except for valid forfeiture 
due to departure from the issuing state; 
 
2.  The person’s name, date of birth, citizenship, gender, Social Security number if applicable, 
proof that he or she is a citizen of the United States, a permanent resident of the United States, or 
otherwise lawfully present in the United States, former out-of-state address, current address 
within the state of Kentucky, date on which Kentucky residence began, state which issued the 
concealed carry license, the issuing state’s concealed carry license number, and the state of 
issuance of license; and 
 
3.  A photocopy of the person’s out-of-state license to carry a concealed deadly weapon. 
 
(c)  Within sixty (60) days of moving to Kentucky, the person shall deliver the form and 
accompanying documents by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, to the address 
indicated on the form provided by the Department of Kentucky State Police pursuant to this 
subsection. 
 
(d)  The out-of-state concealed carry license shall become invalid in Kentucky upon the earlier 
of: 
 
1.  The out-of-state person having resided in Kentucky for more than one hundred twenty (120) 
days; or 
 
2.  The person being issued a Kentucky concealed deadly weapon license pursuant to this 
section. 
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(e)  The Department of Kentucky State Police shall, not later than thirty (30) days after July 15, 
1998, and not less than once every twelve (12) months thereafter, make written inquiry of the 
concealed deadly weapon carrying licensing authorities in each other state as to whether a 
Kentucky resident may carry a concealed deadly weapon in their state based upon having a valid 
Kentucky concealed deadly weapon license, or whether a Kentucky resident may apply for a 
concealed deadly weapon carrying license in that state based upon having a valid Kentucky 
concealed deadly weapon license. The Department of Kentucky State Police shall attempt to 
secure from each other state permission for Kentucky residents who hold a valid Kentucky 
concealed deadly weapon license to carry concealed deadly weapons in that state, either on the 
basis of the Kentucky license or on the basis that the Kentucky license is sufficient to permit the 
issuance of a similar license by the other state. The Department of Kentucky State Police shall 
enter into a written reciprocity agreement with the appropriate agency in each state that agrees to 
permit Kentucky residents to carry concealed deadly weapons in the other state on the basis of a 
Kentucky-issued concealed deadly weapon license or that will issue a license to carry concealed 
deadly weapons in the other state based upon a Kentucky concealed deadly weapon license. If a 
reciprocity agreement is reached, the requirement to recontact the other state each twelve (12) 
months shall be eliminated as long as the reciprocity agreement is in force. The information shall 
be a public record and shall be available to individual requesters free of charge for the first copy 
and at the normal rate for open records requests for additional copies. 
 
(21)  By March 1 of each year, the Department of Kentucky State Police shall submit a statistical 
report to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, indicating the number of licenses issued, revoked, suspended, and denied since 
the previous report and in total and also the number of licenses currently valid. The report shall 
also include the number of arrests, convictions, and types of crimes committed since the previous 
report by individuals licensed to carry concealed weapons. 
 
(22)  The following provisions shall apply to concealed deadly weapon training classes 
conducted by the Department of Criminal Justice Training or any other agency pursuant to this 
section: 
 
(a)  No concealed deadly weapon instructor trainer shall have his or her certification as a 
concealed deadly weapon instructor trainer reduced to that of instructor or revoked except after a 
hearing conducted pursuant to KRS Chapter 13B in which the instructor is found to have 
committed an act in violation of the applicable statutes or administrative regulations; 
 
(b)  No concealed deadly weapon instructor shall have his or her certification as a concealed 
deadly weapon instructor license suspended or revoked except after a hearing conducted 
pursuant to KRS Chapter 13B in which the instructor is found to have committed an act in 
violation of the applicable statutes or administrative regulations; 
 
(c)  The department shall not require prior notification that an applicant class or instructor class 
will be conducted by a certified instructor or instructor trainer; 
 
(d)  Each concealed deadly weapon instructor or instructor trainer who teaches a concealed 
deadly weapon applicant or concealed deadly weapon instructor class shall supply the 
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Department of Criminal Justice Training with a class roster indicating which students enrolled 
and successfully completed the class, and which contains the name and address of each student, 
within five (5) working days of the completion of the class. The information may be sent by 
mail, facsimile, e-mail, or other method which will result in the receipt of or production of a hard 
copy of the information. The postmark, facsimile date, or e-mail date shall be considered as the 
date on which the notice was sent. Concealed deadly weapon class applicant, instructor, and 
instructor trainer information and records shall be confidential. The department may release to 
any person or organization the name, address, and telephone number of a concealed deadly 
weapon instructor or instructor trainer if that instructor or instructor trainer authorizes the release 
of the information in writing. The department shall include on any application for an instructor or 
instructor trainer certification a statement that the applicant either does or does not desire the 
applicant’s name, address, and telephone number to be made public; 
 
(e)  An instructor trainer who assists in the conduct of a concealed deadly weapon instructor 
class or concealed deadly weapon applicant class for more than two (2) hours shall be considered 
as to have taught a class for the purpose of maintaining his or her certification. All class record 
forms shall include spaces for assistant instructors to sign and certify that they have assisted in 
the conduct of a concealed deadly weapon instructor or concealed deadly weapon class; 
 
(f)  An instructor who assists in the conduct of a concealed deadly weapon applicant class for 
more than two (2) hours shall be considered as to have taught a class for the purpose of 
maintaining his or her license. All class record forms shall include spaces for assistant instructors 
to sign and certify that they have assisted in the conduct of a concealed deadly weapon class; 
 
(g)  If the Department of Criminal Justice Training believes that a firearms instructor trainer or 
certified firearms instructor has not in fact complied with the requirements for teaching a 
certified firearms instructor or applicant class by not teaching the class as specified in KRS 
237.126, or who has taught an insufficient class as specified in KRS 237.128, the department 
shall send to each person who has been listed as successfully completing the concealed deadly 
weapon applicant class or concealed deadly weapon instructor class a verification form on which 
the time, date, date of range firing if different from the date on which the class was conducted, 
location, and instructor of the class is listed by the department and which requires the person to 
answer “yes” or “no” to specific questions regarding the conduct of the training class. The form 
shall be completed under oath and shall be returned to the Department of Criminal Justice 
Training not later than forty-five (45) days after its receipt. A person who fails to complete the 
form, to sign the form, or to return the form to the Department of Criminal Justice Training 
within the time frame specified in this section or who, as a result of information on the returned 
form, is determined by the Department of Criminal Justice Training, following a hearing 
pursuant to KRS Chapter 13B, to not have received the training required by law shall have his or 
her concealed deadly weapon license revoked by the Department of Kentucky State Police, 
following a hearing conducted by the Department of Criminal Justice Training pursuant to KRS 
Chapter 13B, at which hearing the person is found to have violated the provisions of this section 
or who has been found not to have received the training required by law; 
 
(h)  The department shall annually, not later than December 31 of each year, report to the 
Legislative Research Commission: 
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1.  The number of firearms instructor trainers and certified firearms instructors whose 
certifications were suspended, revoked, denied, or who were otherwise disciplined; 
 
2.  The reasons for the imposition of suspensions, revocations, denials, or other discipline; and 
 
3.  Suggestions for improvement of the concealed deadly weapon applicant training program and 
instructor process; 
 
(i)  If a concealed deadly weapon license holder is convicted of, pleads guilty to, or enters an 
Alford plea to a felony offense, then his or her concealed deadly weapon license shall be 
forthwith revoked by the Department of Kentucky State Police as a matter of law; 
 
(j)  If a concealed deadly weapon instructor or instructor trainer is convicted of, pleads guilty to, 
or enters an Alford plea to a felony offense, then his or her concealed deadly weapon instructor 
certification or concealed deadly weapon instructor trainer certification shall be revoked by the 
Department of Criminal Justice Training as a matter of law; and 
 
(k)  The following shall be in effect: 
 
1.  Action to eliminate the firearms instructor trainer program is prohibited. The program shall 
remain in effect, and no firearms instructor trainer shall have his or her certification reduced to 
that of certified firearms instructor; 
 
2.  The Department of Kentucky State Police shall revoke the concealed deadly weapon license 
of any person who received no firearms training as required by KRS 237.126 and administrative 
regulations, or who received insufficient training as required by KRS 237.128 and administrative 
regulations, if the person voluntarily admits nonreceipt of training or admits receipt of 
insufficient training, or if either nonreceipt of training or receipt of insufficient training is proven 
following a hearing conducted by the Department of Criminal Justice Training pursuant to KRS 
Chapter 13B. 
 
Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 237.115 (2015) 
Construction of KRS 237.110 -- Prohibition by local government units of carrying 
concealed deadly weapons in governmental buildings Restriction on criminal penalties 
  
(1) Except as provided in KRS 527.020, nothing contained in KRS 237.110 shall be construed to 
limit, restrict, or prohibit in any manner the right of a college, university, or any postsecondary 
education facility, including technical schools and community colleges, to control the possession 
of deadly weapons on any property owned or controlled by them or the right of a unit of state, 
city, county, urban-county, or charter county government to prohibit the carrying of concealed 
deadly weapons by licensees in that portion of a building actually owned, leased, or occupied by 
that unit of government. 
 
(2) Except as provided in KRS 527.020, the legislative body of a state, city, county, or urban-
county government may, by statute, administrative regulation, or ordinance, prohibit or limit the 
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carrying of concealed deadly weapons by licensees in that portion of a building owned, leased, or 
controlled by that unit of government. That portion of a building in which the carrying of 
concealed deadly weapons is prohibited or limited shall be clearly identified by signs posted at 
the entrance to the restricted area. The statute or ordinance shall exempt any building used for 
public housing by private persons, highway rest areas, firing ranges, and private dwellings 
owned, leased, or controlled by that unit of government from any restriction on the carrying or 
possession of deadly weapons. The statute, administrative regulation, or ordinance shall not 
specify any criminal penalty for its violation but may specify that persons violating the statute or 
ordinance may be denied entrance to the building, ordered to leave the building, and if 
employees of the unit of government, be subject to employee disciplinary measures for violation 
of the provisions of the statute or ordinance. The provisions of this section shall not be deemed to 
be a violation of KRS 65.870 if the requirements of this section are followed. The provisions of 
this section shall not apply to any other unit of government. 
 
(3) Unless otherwise specifically provided by the Kentucky Revised Statutes or applicable 
federal law, no criminal penalty shall attach to carrying a concealed firearm or other deadly 
weapon with a permit at any location at which an unconcealed firearm or other deadly weapon 
may be constitutionally carried. 
 
Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 527.020 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Carrying concealed deadly weapon 
 
(1)  A person is guilty of carrying a concealed weapon when he or she carries concealed a 
firearm or other deadly weapon on or about his or her person. 
 
(2)  Peace officers and certified court security officers, when necessary for their protection in the 
discharge of their official duties; United States mail carriers when actually engaged in their 
duties; and agents and messengers of express companies, when necessary for their protection in 
the discharge of their official duties, may carry concealed weapons on or about their person. 
 
(3)  The director of the Division of Law Enforcement in the Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources, conservation officers of the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, and 
policemen directly employed by state, county, city, or urban-county governments may carry 
concealed deadly weapons on or about their person at all times within the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky, when expressly authorized to do so by law or by the government employing the 
officer. 
 
(4)  Persons, except those specified in subsection (5) of this section, licensed to carry a concealed 
deadly weapon pursuant to KRS 237.110 may carry a firearm or other concealed deadly weapon 
on or about their persons at all times within the Commonwealth of Kentucky, if the firearm or 
concealed deadly weapon is carried in conformity with the requirements of that section. Unless 
otherwise specifically provided by the Kentucky Revised Statutes or applicable federal law, no 
criminal penalty shall attach to carrying a concealed firearm or other deadly weapon with a 
permit at any location at which an unconcealed firearm or other deadly weapon may be 
constitutionally carried. No person or organization, public or private, shall prohibit a person 
licensed to carry a concealed deadly weapon from possessing a firearm, ammunition, or both, or 
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other deadly weapon in his or her vehicle in compliance with the provisions of KRS 237.110 and 
237.115. Any attempt by a person or organization, public or private, to violate the provisions of 
this subsection may be the subject of an action for appropriate relief or for damages in a Circuit 
Court or District Court of competent jurisdiction. 
 
(5)   
 
(a)  The following persons, if they hold a license to carry a concealed deadly weapon pursuant to 
KRS 237.110 or 237.138 to 237.142, may carry a firearm or other concealed deadly weapon on 
or about their persons at all times and at all locations within the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 
without any limitation other than as provided in this subsection: 
 
1.  A Commonwealth’s attorney or assistant Commonwealth’s attorney; 
 
2.  A retired Commonwealth’s attorney or retired assistant Commonwealth’s attorney; 
 
3.  A county attorney or assistant county attorney; 
 
4.  A retired county attorney or retired assistant county attorney; 
 
5.  A justice or judge of the Court of Justice; 
 
6.  A retired or senior status justice or judge of the Court of Justice; and 
 
7.  A retired peace officer who holds a concealed deadly weapon license issued pursuant to the 
federal Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act, 18 U.S.C. sec. 926C, and KRS 237.138 to 
237.142. 
 
(b)  The provisions of this subsection shall not authorize a person specified in this subsection to 
carry a concealed deadly weapon in a detention facility as defined in KRS 520.010 or on the 
premises of a detention facility without the permission of the warden, jailer, or other person in 
charge of the facility, or the permission of a person authorized by the warden, jailer, or other 
person in charge of the detention facility to give such permission. As used in this section, 
“detention facility” does not include courtrooms, facilities, or other premises used by the Court 
of Justice or administered by the Administrative Office of the Courts. 
 
(c)  A person specified in this section who is issued a concealed deadly weapon license shall be 
issued a license which bears on its face the statement that it is valid at all locations within the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky and may have such other identifying characteristics as determined 
by the Department of Kentucky State Police. 
 
(6)   
 
(a)  Except provided in this subsection, the following persons may carry concealed deadly 
weapons on or about their person at all times and at all locations within the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky: 
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1.  An elected sheriff and full-time and part-time deputy sheriffs certified pursuant to KRS 
15.380 to 15.404 when expressly authorized to do so by the unit of government employing the 
officer; 
 
2.  An elected jailer and a deputy jailer who has successfully completed Department of 
Corrections basic training and maintains his or her current in-service training when expressly 
authorized to do so by the jailer; and 
 
3.  The department head or any employee of a corrections department in any jurisdiction where 
the office of elected jailer has been merged with the office of sheriff who has successfully 
completed Department of Corrections basic training and maintains his or her current in-service 
training when expressly authorized to do so by the unit of government by which he or she is 
employed. 
 
(b)  The provisions of this subsection shall not authorize a person specified in this subsection to 
carry a concealed deadly weapon in a detention facility as defined in KRS 520.010 or on the 
premises of a detention facility without the permission of the warden, jailer, or other person in 
charge of the facility, or the permission of a person authorized by the warden, jailer, or other 
person in charge of the detention facility to give such permission. As used in this section, 
“detention facility” does not include courtrooms, facilities, or other premises used by the Court 
of Justice or administered by the Administrative Office of the Courts. 
 
(7)   
 
(a)  A full-time paid peace officer of a government agency from another state or territory of the 
United States or an elected sheriff from another territory of the United States may carry a 
concealed deadly weapon in Kentucky, on or off duty, if the other state or territory accords a 
Kentucky full-time paid peace officer and a Kentucky elected sheriff the same rights by law. If 
the other state or territory limits a Kentucky full-time paid peace officer or elected sheriff to 
carrying a concealed deadly weapon while on duty, then that same restriction shall apply to a 
full-time paid peace officer or elected sheriff from that state or territory. 
 
(b)  The provisions of this subsection shall not authorize a person specified in this subsection to 
carry a concealed deadly weapon in a detention facility as defined in KRS 520.010 or on the 
premises of a detention facility without the permission of the warden, jailer, or other person in 
charge of the facility, or the permission of a person authorized by the warden, jailer, or other 
person in charge of the detention facility to give such permission. As used in this section, 
“detention facility” does not include courtrooms, facilities, or other premises used by the Court 
of Justice or administered by the Administrative Office of the Courts. 
 
(8)  A loaded or unloaded firearm or other deadly weapon shall not be deemed concealed on or 
about the person if it is located in any enclosed container, compartment, or storage space 
installed as original equipment in a motor vehicle by its manufacturer, including but not limited 
to a glove compartment, center console, or seat pocket, regardless of whether said enclosed 
container, storage space, or compartment is locked, unlocked, or does not have a locking 
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mechanism. No person or organization, public or private, shall prohibit a person from keeping a 
loaded or unloaded firearm or ammunition, or both, or other deadly weapon in a vehicle in 
accordance with the provisions of this subsection. Any attempt by a person or organization, 
public or private, to violate the provisions of this subsection may be the subject of an action for 
appropriate relief or for damages in a Circuit Court or District Court of competent jurisdiction. 
This subsection shall not apply to any person prohibited from possessing a firearm pursuant to 
KRS 527.040. 
 
(9)  The provisions of this section shall not apply to a person who carries a concealed deadly 
weapon on or about his or her person without a license issued pursuant to KRS 237.110: 
 
(a)  If he or she is the owner of the property or has the permission of the owner of the property, 
on real property which he or she or his or her spouse, parent, grandparent, or child owns; 
 
(b)  If he or she is the lessee of the property or has the permission of the lessee of the property, 
on real property which he or she or his or her spouse, parent, grandparent, or child occupies 
pursuant to a lease; or 
 
(c)  If he or she is the sole proprietor of the business, on real property owned or leased by the 
business. 
 
(10)  Carrying a concealed weapon is a Class A misdemeanor, unless the defendant has been 
previously convicted of a felony in which a deadly weapon was possessed, used, or displayed, in 
which case it is a Class D felony. 
 
Louisiana 
 
La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 14:95.5 (2015)  
Possession of firearm on premises of alcoholic beverage outlet 
 
A.  No person shall intentionally possess a firearm while on the premises of an alcoholic 
beverage outlet. 
 
B.  “Alcoholic beverage outlet” as used herein means any commercial establishment in which 
alcoholic beverages of either high or low alcoholic content are sold in individual servings for 
consumption on the premises, whether or not such sales are a primary or incidental purpose of 
the business of the establishment. 
 
C.   
 
(1)  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to the owner or lessee of an alcoholic beverage 
outlet, an employee of such owner or lessee, or to a law enforcement officer or other person 
vested with law enforcement authority or listed in R.S. 14:95(G) or (H) . 
 
(2)  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to a person possessing a firearm in accordance 
with a concealed handgun permit issued pursuant to R.S. 40:1379.1 or 1379.3 on the premises of 
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an alcoholic beverage outlet which has been issued a Class A-Restaurant permit, as defined in 
Part II of Chapter 1 or Part II of Chapter 2 of Title 26 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. 
 
(3)  The provisions of this Section shall not be construed to limit the ability of a sheriff or chief 
law enforcement officer to establish policies within his department or office regarding the 
carrying of a concealed handgun on the premises of an alcoholic beverage outlet by any law 
enforcement officer under his authority. 
 
D.  Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than five hundred 
dollars or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 
 
La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 40:1379 (2015) 
Duties and powers of police employees 
 
A.  The police employees of the division shall prevent and detect crime, apprehend criminals, 
enforce the criminal and traffic laws of the state, keep the peace and good order in the state in the 
enforcement of the state’s police powers, and perform any other related duties imposed upon 
them by the legislature. 
 
B.  Police employees of the division are peace officers and, any provision of the law to the 
contrary notwithstanding, except R.S. 40:1386, they have, in any part of the state, the same 
powers with respect to criminal matters and the enforcement of the law relating thereto as 
sheriffs, constables, and police officers have in their respective jurisdictions. They have all the 
immunities and matters of defense now available or hereafter made available to sheriffs, 
constables, and any police officers in any suit brought against them in consequence of acts done 
in the course of their employment. 
 
C.  Any warrant of arrest or other process issued by the legislature or either house thereof, or any 
court of the state may be served and executed by any police employee of the division in any part 
of the state according to the tenor thereof without endorsement. 
 
D.  Other police employees of the office, including but not limited to safety enforcement officers, 
public safety services police officers, and officers of the weights and standards mobile police 
force shall be commissioned under this Section and shall have all the authority and protection 
afforded by the provisions of this Section. 
 
La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 40:1379.1.1 (2015) 
Concealed handgun permit issued by sheriffs; reciprocity; contiguous parishes 
 
A. (1) The sheriff of a parish shall have the authority to issue a concealed handgun permit to any 
person. The permit shall be valid only within the boundaries of the parish in which the sheriff has 
jurisdiction, unless the sheriff has entered into a reciprocity agreement as provided for in 
Subsection B of this Section. 
 
(2) Upon application, the sheriff 's office shall perform a standard criminal record check. The 
officer who performed the standard criminal record check shall not be liable for acts committed 
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by the permittee, unless the officer had actual personal knowledge at the time he issued the 
permit that the permittee was mentally unstable or disqualified by law from possessing a firearm. 
 
B. (1) A sheriff may enter into a reciprocity agreement with any sheriff of a contiguous parish 
that shall authorize both sheriffs to issue concealed handgun permits to persons meeting the 
criteria provided for in Subsection C of this Section. Those permits issued pursuant to this 
Subsection shall be valid within the boundaries of the participating contiguous parishes. The 
agreement shall specify the terms of use regarding the issuance of the concealed handgun permits 
and any other restrictions deemed appropriate by the sheriffs. 
 
(2) If a sheriff enters into a reciprocity agreement with any sheriff in a contiguous parish, no 
concealed handgun permits shall be issued to any person pursuant to Subsection A of this 
Section. 
 
(3) Any concealed handgun permit issued pursuant to this Subsection shall be null, void, and of 
no effect if the permittee does not meet the criteria provided for in Subsection C of this Section. 
 
C. To qualify for a concealed handgun permit issued by a sheriff who has entered into a 
reciprocity agreement with a sheriff of a contiguous parish, the applicant shall meet all of the 
following requirements: 
 
(1) Make sworn application to the sheriff in the same manner provided for in R.S. 
40:1379.3(C)(1) in which a concealed weapons permit application is made to the secretary of 
public safety services of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections. 
 
(2) Meet the same qualifications for the issuance of a concealed handgun permit pursuant to the 
provisions of R.S. 40:1379.3(C). 
 
(3) Demonstrate competence with a handgun in the same manner provided for in R.S. 
40:1379.3(D) in which a concealed weapons permit application is made to the secretary of public 
safety services of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections. 
 
D. (1) Any information in an application for a concealed handgun permit or any information 
provided in connection with the application submitted to the sheriff's office pursuant to the 
provisions of this Section shall be held confidential and shall not be subject to any public records 
request nor shall the information be considered as a public record pursuant to R.S. 44:1 et seq. 
The sheriff shall not be required to release any list of persons who applied for or received a 
permit for a concealed handgun pursuant to this Section; however, nothing in this Section shall 
limit or impede the exchange of information between law enforcement agencies, prohibit the 
sheriff from releasing information necessary to perform a background investigation, provide 
statistical information that does not identify individual applicants or permittees, or release 
information in response to an appropriate law enforcement function as determined by the issuing 
sheriff. 
 
(2) Absent a valid court order requiring the release of information, or unless an applicant or a 
recipient of a concealed handgun permit is charged with a felony offense involving the use of a 
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handgun, it shall be unlawful for any employee of the sheriff's office to intentionally release or 
disseminate for publication any information contained in an application for a concealed handgun 
permit or any information regarding the identity of any person who applied for or received a 
concealed handgun permit issued pursuant to this Section. A person who violates the provisions 
of this Paragraph shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars, imprisoned for not more than 
six months, or both. 
 
(3) (a) Subject to the provisions of Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, it shall be unlawful for any 
person to intentionally release, disseminate, or make public in any manner any information 
contained in an application for a concealed handgun permit or any information regarding the 
identity of any person who applied for or received a concealed handgun permit issued pursuant 
to this Section. Any person except as provided for in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, who 
violates the provisions of this Paragraph shall be fined ten thousand dollars and may be 
imprisoned for not more than six months. 
 
(b) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to the release of information under any of the 
following circumstances: 
 
(i) A valid court order requires the release of the information. 
 
(ii) The information released identifies a concealed handgun permit holder or applicant who is 
charged with a felony offense involving the use of a handgun. 
 
(iii) The information regarding a concealed handgun permit applicant or holder is released 
pursuant to the express approval for the release of such information by that permit applicant or 
holder. 
 
(iv) The information regarding a concealed handgun permit holder or applicant has been made 
public by that concealed handgun permit holder or applicant. 
 
E. (1) A sheriff who issues a concealed handgun permit pursuant to the provisions of Subsection 
B of this Section shall require an applicant to comply with the requirements of Subsection C of 
this Section and shall charge the fee in the amount set forth in R.S. 40:1379.3(H)(2). 
 
(2) A sheriff who issues a concealed handgun permit pursuant to this Section shall revoke the 
permit if the permit holder violates any provision as provided for in R.S. 40:1379.3(F). 
 
F. The provisions of this Section shall not invalidate any permit to carry a concealed handgun 
that was issued by a sheriff prior to August 1, 2013. 
La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 40.1379.3 (2015)  
Statewide permits for concealed handguns; application procedures; definitions 
 
A. (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the deputy secretary of public 
safety services of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections shall issue a concealed 
handgun permit to any Louisiana resident who qualifies for a permit under the provisions of this 
Section and may promulgate rules and adopt regulations regarding concealed handgun permits in 
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accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act. The permit shall contain a permit number, 
expiration date, photograph, and the name, address, and date of birth of the permittee. 
 
(2) Any information in any application for a concealed handgun permit or any information 
provided in connection with the application submitted to the deputy secretary of public safety 
services of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections under the provisions of this Section 
shall be held confidential and shall not be subject to any public records request nor shall the 
information be considered as a public record pursuant to R.S. 44:1 et seq. The Department of 
Public Safety and Corrections shall not release any list of persons who applied for or received a 
permit for a concealed handgun pursuant to this Section. However, nothing contained herein 
shall limit or impede the free flow of information between law enforcement agencies, prohibit 
the department from releasing information necessary to perform the background investigation, or 
provide statistical information which does not identify individual applicants or permittees. 
 
(3) (a) Absent a valid court order requiring the release of information, or unless an applicant or a 
recipient of a concealed handgun permit is charged with a felony offense involving the use of a 
handgun, it shall be unlawful for any employee of the Department of Public Safety and 
Corrections or any law enforcement officer to intentionally release or disseminate for publication 
any information contained in an application for a concealed handgun permit or any information 
regarding the identity of any person who applied for or received a concealed handgun permit 
issued pursuant to this Section. A person who violates the provisions of this Subparagraph shall 
be fined not more than five hundred dollars, imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 
 
(b) (i) It shall be unlawful for any person other than an employee of the Department of Public 
Safety and Corrections or a law enforcement officer to intentionally release, disseminate, or 
make public in any manner any information contained in an application for a concealed handgun 
permit or any information regarding the identity of any person who applied for or received a 
concealed handgun permit issued pursuant to this Section. Any person who violates the 
provisions of this Subparagraph shall be fined ten thousand dollars and may be imprisoned for 
not more than six months. 
 
(ii) The provisions of this Subparagraph shall not apply to the release of information under any 
of the following circumstances: 
 
(aa) A valid court order requires the release of the information. 
 
(bb) The information released identifies a concealed handgun permit holder or applicant who is 
charged with a felony offense involving the use of a handgun. 
 
(cc) The information regarding a concealed handgun permit applicant or holder is released 
pursuant to the express approval for the release of such information by that permit applicant or 
holder. 
 
(dd) The information regarding a concealed handgun permit holder or applicant has been made 
public by that concealed handgun permit holder or applicant. 
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B. (1) A concealed handgun permit shall be issued only to a Louisiana resident who qualifies for 
a permit under the provisions of this Section. A concealed handgun permit issued pursuant to the 
provisions of this Section shall grant authority to a Louisiana resident to carry a concealed 
handgun on his person. 
 
(2) A Louisiana resident shall be required to possess a valid concealed handgun permit issued by 
the state of Louisiana pursuant to the provisions of this Section in order to carry a concealed 
handgun in the state of Louisiana. 
 
C. To qualify for a concealed handgun permit, a Louisiana resident shall: 
 
(1) (a) Make sworn application to the deputy secretary of public safety services of the 
Department of Public Safety and Corrections. The providing of false or misleading information 
on the application or any documents submitted with the application shall be grounds for the 
denial or revocation of a concealed handgun permit. The application shall reflect training in 
pistols, revolvers, or both. Any permittee under this Section shall notify the department of any 
address or name change within thirty days of the change. Failure to timely notify the department 
of a name or address change may result in suspension of the permit for up to thirty days. 
 
(b) In the case of an applicant who is not a United States citizen, the applicant shall provide any 
alien or admission number issued by the United States Bureau of Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement and any basis, if applicable, for an exception to the prohibitions of 18 U.S.C. 
922(g)(5)(B). 
 
(2) Agree in writing to hold harmless and indemnify the department, the state, or any peace 
officer for any and all liability arising out of the issuance or use of the concealed handgun 
permit. 
 
(3) Be a resident of the state. 
 
(4) Be twenty-one years of age or older. 
 
(5) Not suffer from a mental or physical infirmity due to disease, illness, or intellectual disability 
which prevents the safe handling of a handgun. 
 
(6) Not be ineligible to possess a firearm by virtue of having been convicted of a felony. 
 
(7) Not have been committed, either voluntarily or involuntarily, for the abuse of a controlled 
dangerous substance, as defined by R.S. 40:961 and 964, or been found guilty of, or entered a 
plea of guilty or nolo contendere to a misdemeanor under the laws of this state or similar laws of 
any other state relating to a controlled dangerous substance within a five-year period 
immediately preceding the date on which the application is submitted, or be presently charged 
under indictment or a bill of information for such an offense. 
 
(8) Not chronically and habitually use alcoholic beverages to the extent that his normal faculties 
are impaired. It shall be presumed that an applicant or permittee chronically and habitually uses 
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alcoholic beverages to the extent that his normal faculties are impaired if the applicant has been 
found guilty of, or entered a plea of guilty or nolo contendere to operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated, or has been admitted, either voluntarily or involuntarily, for treatment as an 
alcoholic, within the five-year period immediately preceding the date on which the application is 
submitted, or at any time after the application has been submitted. 
 
(9) Not have entered a plea of guilty or nolo contendere to or been found guilty of a crime of 
violence as defined in R.S. 14:2 at the misdemeanor level, unless five years have elapsed since 
completion of sentence or any other conditions set by the court have been fulfilled, or unless the 
conviction was set aside and the prosecution dismissed, prior to the date on which the application 
is submitted. 
 
(10) Not have been convicted of, have entered a plea of guilty or nolo contendere to, or not be 
charged under indictment or a bill of information for any crime of violence or any crime 
punishable by imprisonment for a term of one year or greater. A conviction, plea of guilty, or 
plea of nolo contendere under this Paragraph shall include an expungement of such conviction or 
a dismissal and conviction set-aside under the provisions of Code of Criminal Procedure Article 
893. However, a person who has been convicted of a violation of 18 U.S.C. 491(a) shall be 
permitted to qualify for a concealed handgun permit if fifteen or more years has elapsed between 
the date of application and the successful completion or service of any sentence, deferred 
adjudication, or period of probation or parole. 
 
(11) Not be a fugitive from justice. 
 
(12) Not be an unlawful user of, or addicted to, marijuana, depressants, stimulants, or narcotic 
drugs. 
 
(13) Not have been adjudicated to be mentally deficient or been committed to a mental 
institution, unless the resident's right to possess a firearm has been restored pursuant to R.S. 
28:57. 
 
(14) Not be an illegal alien in the United States. 
 
(15) Not have been discharged from the Armed Forces of the United States with a discharge 
characterized as "Under Other than Honorable Conditions", a "Bad Conduct Discharge", or a 
"Dishonorable Discharge". In the case of Commissioned Officers and Warrant Officers of the 
United States Armed Forces, the punishment of "Dismissal" rendered subject to a verdict of 
"guilty" at a trial by military court-martial is deemed to be disqualifying under this Paragraph. 
For the purposes of this Paragraph, the United States Coast Guard is considered an armed force. 
 
(16) Not have a history of engaging in violent behavior. There shall be a rebuttable presumption 
that an applicant has a history of engaging in violent behavior upon proof that, within a ten-year 
period immediately preceding the date of the application, the applicant has been arrested or 
charged on three or more occasions for any crime of violence as defined in R.S. 14:2(B), or has 
been arrested or charged on two or more occasions for any crime of violence that may be 
punished by death. 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-252 

 
(17) Not be ineligible to possess or receive a firearm under 18 U.S.C. 922(g) or (n). 
 
(18) Not have had a permit denied within one year prior to the most recent application. 
 
(19) Not have had a permit revoked within four years prior to the most recent application. 
 
D. (1) In addition to the requirements of Subsection C of this Section, an applicant shall 
demonstrate competence with a handgun by any one of the following: 
 
(a) Completion of any National Rifle Association handguns safety or training course conducted 
by a National Rifle Association certified instructor within the preceding twelve months. 
 
(b) Completion of any Department of Public Safety and Corrections approved firearms safety or 
training course or class available to the general public offered by a law enforcement agency, 
college, or private or public institution or organization or firearms training school within the 
preceding twelve months. 
 
(c) Completion of any law enforcement firearms safety or training course or class approved by 
the Department of Public Safety and Corrections and offered for correctional officers, 
investigators, special deputies, or any division or subdivision of law enforcement or security 
enforcement within the preceding twelve months. 
 
(d) Possession of a current valid license to carry a concealed weapon issued by a parish law 
enforcement officer. 
 
(e) Completion of any firearms training or safety course or class approved by the Department of 
Public Safety and Corrections within the preceding twelve months. 
 
(f) Completion of a law enforcement training academy program certified by the Council on 
Peace Officer Standards and Training. However, any person retired from full-time service as a 
Louisiana peace officer need only demonstrate that he was properly certified by the Council on 
Peace Officer Standards and Training at the time of retirement. 
 
(g) Completion of small arms training within the preceding sixty months while serving with the 
armed forces of the United States as evidenced by any of the following: 
 
(i) For personnel released or retired from active duty, possession of an "Honorable Discharge" or 
"General Discharge Under Honorable Conditions" as evidenced by a Department of Defense 
Form 214 (DD-214). 
 
(ii) For personnel on active duty or serving in one of the National Guard or reserve components 
of the Armed Forces, possession of certification of completion of basic training with service 
record evidence of having successfully completed small arms training and qualification. 
 
(h) The National Rifle Association's personal protection course. 
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(i) For personnel released or retired from active duty or the National Guard or reserve 
components of the Armed Forces for more than sixty months, possession of proof indicating 
combat service and an "Honorable Discharge" or "General Discharge Under Honorable 
Conditions" as evidenced by a Department of Defense Form 214 (DD-214) and completion of 
the following: 
 
(i) A three-hour course of instruction on the use of deadly force and conflict resolution which 
shall include a review of R.S. 14:18 through 22 and which may include a review of any other 
laws relating to the use of deadly force within the preceding sixty months. 
 
(ii) A one-hour course of instruction on child access prevention within the preceding sixty 
months. 
 
(2) Instructors for any class, training, or course of instruction authorized by this Subsection, 
except for small arms training in military service as provided in Subparagraph (1)(g) of this 
Subsection, shall be certified by the Council on Peace Officer Standards and Training as a 
firearms instructor or by the National Rifle Association as an instructor for Basic Pistol 
Shooting, Personal Protection in the Home, or Personal Protection Outside the Home. Any safety 
or training course or class as described in this Subsection, except for basic handgun training in 
military service provided in Subparagraph (1)(g) of this Subsection, shall include instruction in 
child access prevention. 
 
(3) Any live range fire training required to demonstrate competency as authorized by the 
provisions of this Subsection may use live ammunition or fixed-case marking projectiles capable 
of being fired from a handgun. 
 
E.  (1) A photocopy of a certificate of completion of any of the courses or classes, or an affidavit 
from the instructor, school, club, organization, or group that conducted or taught said course or 
class attesting to the completion of the course or class by the applicant, or a copy of any 
document which shows completion of the course or class or confirms participation in firearms 
competition or honorable discharge shall constitute evidence of qualification pursuant to 
Subsection D of this Section. 
 
(2) It shall be illegal to intentionally present false, fraudulent, altered, or counterfeit documents 
to prove training in handguns in order to obtain a concealed handgun permit. Whoever 
intentionally presents false, fraudulent, altered, or counterfeit documents to prove training in 
handguns in order to obtain a concealed handgun permit shall be fined not more than one 
thousand dollars or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. In addition, no person 
convicted of a violation of this Subsection shall be eligible to obtain a permit. 
 
F. (1) The deputy secretary shall revoke the permit if at any time during the permit period the 
permittee fails to satisfy any one of the qualification requirements provided for in Subsection C 
of this Section. 
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(2) The deputy secretary shall revoke the permit for a violation of Subsection I of this Section or 
R.S. 40:1382. 
 
G. Neither the state, the deputy secretary of public safety services, nor any applicable permitting 
process employee of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections shall be liable for acts 
committed by the permittee, unless the deputy secretary or applicable permitting process 
employee had actual knowledge at the time the permit was issued that the permittee was 
disqualified by law from carrying a concealed handgun. 
 
H. (1) The deputy secretary of public safety services of the Department of Public Safety and 
Corrections shall, within two working days of the initial application, notify the chief of police of 
the municipality and the chief law enforcement officer of the parish in which the applicant is 
domiciled of such application. Those officers shall have ten days to forward to the deputy 
secretary any information relating to the applicant's legal qualification to receive a permit. 
 
(2) The deputy secretary of public safety services of the Department of Public Safety and 
Corrections shall issue timely and without delay the concealed handgun permit to all qualified 
applicants, which permit shall be for a term of five years, at a cost of twenty-five dollars per 
year, and which shall be valid in all parishes statewide. The division may promulgate rules for 
the purpose of providing for permits and fees for fewer than five years to the applicants 
requesting a shorter time period. Fees may be reduced proportionately for terms of fewer than 
five years. The permit shall be retained by the permittee who shall immediately produce it upon 
the request of any law enforcement officer. 
 
(3) Anyone who violates the provisions of this Subsection shall be fined not more than one 
hundred dollars. 
 
I.  (1) No individual to whom a concealed handgun permit is issued may carry and conceal such 
handgun while under the influence of alcohol or a controlled dangerous substance. While a 
permittee is under the influence of alcohol or a controlled dangerous substance, an otherwise 
lawful permit is considered automatically suspended and is not valid. A permittee shall be 
considered under the influence as evidenced by a blood alcohol reading of .05 percent or greater 
by weight of alcohol in the blood, or when a blood test or urine test shows any confirmed 
presence of a controlled dangerous substance as defined in R.S. 40:961 and 964. 
 
(2) A permittee armed with a handgun in accordance with this Section shall notify any police 
officer who approaches the permittee in an official manner or with an identified official purpose 
that he has a weapon on his person, submit to a pat down, and allow the officer to temporarily 
disarm him. Whenever a law enforcement officer is made aware that an individual is carrying a 
concealed handgun and the law enforcement officer has reasonable grounds to believe that the 
individual is under the influence of either alcohol or a controlled dangerous substance, the law 
enforcement officer may take temporary possession of the handgun and request submission of 
the individual to a department certified chemical test for determination of the chemical status of 
the individual. Whenever a law enforcement officer is made aware that an individual is behaving 
in a criminally negligent manner as defined under the provisions of this Section, or is negligent 
in the carrying of a concealed handgun as provided for in R.S. 40:1382, the law enforcement 
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officer may seize the handgun, until adjudication by a judge, if the individual is issued a 
summons or arrested under the provisions of R.S. 40:1382. Failure by the permittee to comply 
with the provisions of this Paragraph shall result in a six-month automatic suspension of the 
permit. 
 
(3) The permit to carry a concealed weapon shall be revoked by the deputy secretary when the 
permittee is carrying and concealing a handgun under any of the following circumstances: 
 
(a) The blood alcohol reading of a permittee is .05 percent or greater by weight of alcohol in the 
blood. 
 
(b) A permittee's blood test or urine test shows the confirmed presence of a controlled dangerous 
substance as defined in R.S. 40:961 and 964. 
 
(c) A permittee refuses to submit to a department-certified chemical test when requested to do so 
by a law enforcement officer pursuant to Paragraph (2) of this Subsection. 
 
(d) An individual is found guilty of negligent carrying of a concealed handgun as provided for in 
R.S. 40:1382. 
 
(4) The person tested may have a physician or a qualified technician, chemist, registered nurse, 
or other qualified person of his own choosing administer a chemical test or tests in addition to 
any administered at the direction of a law enforcement officer, and he shall be given the 
opportunity to telephone and request the qualified person to administer such test. 
 
(5) Whenever a peace officer determines that grounds under this Subsection exist for the 
revocation of a concealed handgun permit, he shall prepare an affidavit, on a form provided by 
the Department of Public Safety and Corrections, indicating the reasons for the revocation and 
all other information regarding the revocation available to the officer. A copy of the peace 
officer's report relating to the incident shall be attached to the affidavit when submitted to the 
department. 
 
J. For the purposes of this Section, the following terms shall have the meanings ascribed herein: 
 
(1) "Crime of violence" means a crime as defined in R.S. 14:2(B). 
 
(2) "Criminal negligence" means there exists such disregard of the interest of others that the 
license holder's conduct amounts to a gross deviation below the standard of care expected to be 
maintained by a reasonably careful man under like circumstances. 
 
(3) "Handgun" means a type of firearm commonly referred to as a pistol or revolver originally 
designed to be fired by the use of a single hand and which is designed to fire or is capable of 
firing fixed cartridge ammunition. The term "handgun" shall not include shotguns or rifles that 
have been altered by having their stocks or barrels cut or shortened. 
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(4) "Resident" means a person who is legally domiciled in Louisiana. An individual shall prove 
legal domicile by providing a copy of a valid Louisiana driver's license or an official Louisiana 
identification card. Notwithstanding anything in this Section to the contrary, a person who 
maintains a dwelling in this state but is residing elsewhere as a member of the United States 
military or as a student is still considered to be a resident for the purposes of this Section. 
 
K. The department shall execute a thorough background investigation, including a criminal 
history check, of every applicant for the purpose of verifying the qualifications of the applicant 
pursuant to the requirements of this Section. For purposes of this Subsection, a background 
check shall be defined as a computer check of available on-line state records, and, if warranted, 
the fingerprints may be forwarded to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for a national criminal 
history record check. In addition, the department shall submit an inquiry on every applicant to 
the National Instant Criminal Background Check System of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
 
L. Anyone who carries and conceals a handgun in violation of any provision of this Section, 
unless authorized to do so by another provision of the law, shall be fined not more than five 
hundred dollars, or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 
 
M. No concealed handgun permit shall be valid or entitle any permittee to carry a concealed 
weapon in any facility, building, location, zone, or area in which firearms are banned by state or 
federal law. 
 
N. No concealed handgun may be carried into and no concealed handgun permit issued pursuant 
to this Section shall authorize or entitle a permittee to carry a concealed handgun in any of the 
following: 
 
(1) A law enforcement office, station, or building. 
 
(2) A detention facility, prison, or jail. 
 
(3) A courthouse or courtroom, provided that a judge may carry such a weapon in his own 
courtroom. 
 
(4) A polling place. 
 
(5) A meeting place of the governing authority of a political subdivision. 
 
(6) The state capitol building. 
 
(7) Any portion of an airport facility where the carrying of firearms is prohibited under federal 
law, except that no person shall be prohibited from carrying any legal firearm into the terminal, if 
the firearm is encased for shipment, for the purpose of checking such firearm as lawful baggage. 
 
(8) Any church, synagogue, mosque, or other similar place of worship, eligible for qualification 
as a tax-exempt organization under 26 U.S.C. 501, except as provided for in Subsection U of this 
Section. 
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(9) A parade or demonstration for which a permit is issued by a governmental entity. 
 
(10) Any portion of the permitted area of an establishment that has been granted a Class A-
General retail permit, as defined in Part II of Chapter 1 or Part II of Chapter 2 of Title 26 of the 
Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, to sell alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises. 
 
(11) Any school, school campus, or school bus as defined in R.S. 14:95.6. 
 
O. The provisions of Subsection N of this Section shall not limit the right of a property owner, 
lessee, or other lawful custodian to prohibit or restrict access of those persons possessing a 
concealed handgun pursuant to a permit issued under this Section. No individual to whom a 
concealed handgun permit is issued may carry such concealed handgun into the private residence 
of another without first receiving the consent of that person. 
 
P. Within three months of April 19, 1996, the Department of Public Safety and Corrections shall 
promulgate rules and regulations in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act to provide 
an appeal process in the event that an applicant is denied issuance of a permit. The department 
may also promulgate educational requirements for renewal of concealed handgun permits. 
 
Q. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to commissioned law enforcement officers. 
 
R. (1) Each permittee, within fifteen days of a misdemeanor or a felony arrest, other than a minor 
traffic violation, in this state or any other state, shall notify the deputy secretary of public safety 
services by certified mail. The deputy secretary may suspend, for up to ninety days, the permit of 
any permittee who fails to meet the notification requirements of this Section. 
 
(2) The Department of Public Safety and Corrections shall submit a report by March thirty-first 
of each year to the Senate Committee on Judiciary C and the House Committee on the 
Administration of Criminal Justice relative to concealed handgun permits. The report shall 
include information on the number of licenses issued, denied, revoked, or suspended and the 
reasons for such denial, revocation, or suspension to be categorized by age, sex, race, and zip 
code of the applicant or licensee. The report shall include data concerning any known accidents 
or deaths involving permittees. 
 
S. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the department may develop, 
print, and distribute an informational newsletter relative to concealed handgun permittees, safety 
training, and related matters. 
 
T. (1) Possession of a current and valid concealed handgun permit issued pursuant to this Section 
shall constitute sufficient evidence of the background check required pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 
922(t) provided that the appropriate waiver has been granted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives. A person whose permit has been suspended or revoked by the 
department and who uses that permit to purchase a firearm from a licensed dealer knowing that 
the permit has been suspended or revoked shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or 
imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 
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(2) A current and valid concealed handgun permit issued by another state to an individual having 
attained the age of twenty-one years shall be deemed to be valid for the out-of-state permit 
holder to carry a concealed weapon within this state if a current and valid concealed handgun 
permit issued by Louisiana is valid in those states. 
 
(3) An out-of-state permit holder carrying a concealed handgun pursuant to this Paragraph is 
bound by the laws of this state regarding carrying a concealed handgun pursuant to a permit 
issued in accordance with this Section. 
 
(4) A concealed handgun permit issued by another state is invalid in the state of Louisiana for the 
purpose of authorizing a Louisiana resident to carry a concealed handgun in the state of 
Louisiana. 
 
(5) The deputy secretary for public safety services shall also have the authority to enter into 
reciprocity agreements with other states so that full-time active peace officers commissioned in 
another state shall have the same authority as a person issued a concealed handgun permit 
pursuant to this Section to carry a concealed handgun while in this state, regardless of whether or 
not they are in the official discharge of their duties, and full-time active law enforcement officers 
commissioned in this state shall have the authority to carry a concealed handgun in those states 
whether or not they are in the official discharge of their duties. An out-of-state law enforcement 
officer carrying a concealed handgun pursuant to this Paragraph is bound by the laws of this state 
regarding carrying a concealed handgun pursuant to a permit issued in accordance with this 
Section. 
 
U. (1) The entity which owns the business or has authority over the administration of a church, 
synagogue, or mosque shall have the authority to authorize any person issued a valid concealed 
handgun permit as authorized by the provisions of this Section to carry a concealed handgun in 
the church, synagogue, or mosque. 
 
(2) The provisions of this Subsection shall not be construed to limit or prohibit any church, 
synagogue, or mosque from employing armed security guards who are either certified law 
enforcement officers or who are authorized to carry concealed handguns pursuant to the 
provisions of this Section. 
 
(3) If the church, synagogue, or mosque authorizes the carrying of concealed handguns as 
authorized by the provisions of this Subsection, the pastor, priest, minister, or other authority of 
the church, synagogue, or mosque shall inform the congregation of the authorization. 
 
(4) The provisions of this Section shall not be construed to authorize the carrying of a concealed 
handgun in a church, synagogue, or mosque located on the property of any school or school 
property, which would otherwise be prohibited by the provisions of R.S. 14:95.2. 
 
(5) Any church, synagogue, or mosque authorizing the carrying of concealed handguns pursuant 
to the provisions of this Subsection shall require an additional eight hour tactical training for 
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those persons wishing to carry concealed handguns in the church, synagogue, or mosque. The 
training shall be conducted annually. 
 
V. (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a Louisiana resident who 
meets the provisions of this Section may be issued a lifetime concealed handgun permit. The 
term for the lifetime concealed handgun permit shall be for the life of the permit holder. 
 
(2) A person issued a lifetime concealed handgun permit shall be required to meet the 
qualifications and competency requirements for the issuance of a concealed handgun permit 
pursuant to the provisions of Subsections C and D of this Section. 
 
(3) A person issued a lifetime concealed handgun permit shall have a continuing obligation to 
comply with the provisions of this Section and any other rules or provisions of law regarding the 
carrying of concealed handguns. 
 
(4) (a) A lifetime concealed handgun permit holder shall provide the division with proof of 
completion of educational training every five years. The educational training shall include all of 
the following: 
 
(i) Instruction on handgun nomenclature and safe handling procedures for a revolver and a 
semiautomatic pistol. 
 
(ii) Instruction on ammunition knowledge and fundamentals of pistol shooting. 
 
(iii) Instruction on handgun shooting positions. 
 
(iv) Instruction on the use of deadly force and conflict resolution which shall include a review of 
R.S. 14:18 through 22 and which may include a review of any other laws relating to use of 
deadly force. 
 
(v) Instruction on child access prevention. 
 
(vi) Actual live range fire and proper handgun cleaning procedures: 
 
(aa) Live range fire shall include twelve rounds each at six feet, ten feet, and fifteen feet for a 
total of thirty-six rounds. 
 
(bb) Each applicant or permittee must perform at least one safe reload of the handgun at each 
distance. 
 
(cc) Each applicant or permittee must score one hundred percent hits within the silhouette 
portion of a N.R.A. B-27 type silhouette target with at least thirty-six rounds. 
 
(b) Failure to submit proof of completion of the educational training pursuant to the provisions of 
this Paragraph shall result in the suspension of the lifetime concealed handgun permit until such 
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time as the lifetime concealed handgun permit holder submits proof of the educational training 
required in the provisions of this Paragraph. 
 
(5) The deputy secretary of the department shall revoke the lifetime concealed handgun permit if 
the permittee fails to satisfy the qualifications and requirements of Subsection C of this Section 
or violates the provisions of Subsection I of this Section. 
 
(6) A lifetime concealed handgun permit shall be suspended if the holder of that permit becomes 
a resident of another state. The lifetime concealed handgun permit shall be reactivated upon 
reestablishment of residency in Louisiana if the applicant otherwise meets the requirements of 
this Section and upon successful completion of a criminal history records check. 
 
(7) An applicant for a lifetime concealed handgun permit shall pay the yearly fee provided for in 
Paragraph (H)(2) of this Section but shall prepay that fee for a total of twenty years at the time 
the application is made. If the applicant is sixty-five years of age or older, he shall pay the yearly 
fee provided for in Paragraph (H)(2) of this Section but shall prepay that fee for a total of ten 
years at the time the application is made. 
 
W. (1) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, an active duty member, reserve 
member, or veteran of the armed forces of the United States shall pay one half of the annual fee 
provided for in Paragraph (H)(2) of this Section for a five-year permit, or if applying for a 
lifetime concealed handgun permit, he shall prepay that fee for a total of ten years at the time the 
application for the lifetime concealed handgun permit is made. 
 
(2) For the purposes of this Subsection, "veteran" shall mean any honorably discharged veteran 
of the armed forces of the United States including reserved components of the armed forces, the 
Army National Guard, the Air National Guard, the U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned 
Corps, and any other category of persons designated by the president in time of war or 
emergency. 
 
La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 40:1382 (2015)  
Negligent carrying of a concealed handgun 
 
A. Negligent carrying of a concealed handgun is the intentional or criminally negligent carrying 
by any person, whether or not authorized or licensed to carry or possess a concealed handgun, 
under the following circumstances: When it is foreseeable that the handgun may discharge, or 
when others are placed in reasonable apprehension that the handgun may discharge. When the 
handgun is being carried, brandished, or displayed under circumstances that create a reasonable 
apprehension on the part of members of the public or a law enforcement official that a crime is 
being committed or is about to be committed. 
 
B. It shall be within the discretion of the law enforcement officer to issue a summons to a person 
accused of committing this offense in lieu of making a physical arrest. The seizure of the 
handgun pending resolution of the offense shall only be discretionary in the instance where the 
law enforcement officer issues a summons to the person accused. If the law enforcement officer 
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makes a physical arrest of the person accused, the handgun and the person's license to carry such 
handgun shall be seized. 
 
C. Whoever commits the offense of negligent carrying of a concealed handgun shall be fined not 
more than five hundred dollars, or imprisoned without hard labor for not more than six months, 
or both. The adjudicating judge may also order the forfeiture of the handgun and may suspend or 
revoke any permit or license authorizing the carrying of the handgun. 
 
La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 40.1796 (2015) 
Preemption of state law 
 
A. No governing authority of a political subdivision shall enact after July 15, 1985, any 
ordinance or regulation more restrictive than state law concerning in any way the sale, purchase, 
possession, ownership, transfer, transportation, license, or registration of firearms, ammunition, 
or components of firearms or ammunition; however, this Section shall not apply to the levy and 
collection of sales and use taxes, license fees and taxes and permit fees, nor shall it affect the 
authority of political subdivisions to prohibit the possession of a weapon or firearm in certain 
commercial establishments and public buildings. 
 
B. Nothing in this Section shall prohibit a local governing authority in a high-risk area from 
developing a plan with federally licensed firearms manufacturers, dealers, or importers to secure 
the inventory of firearms and ammunition of those licensees in order to prevent looting of the 
licensee's premises during a declared state of emergency or disaster. Such plan shall be renewed 
on a periodic basis. The information contained in the plan shall be deemed security procedures as 
defined in R.S. 44:3.1 and shall be released only to the sheriffs of the parishes or police chiefs of 
municipalities in which the declared state of emergency or disaster exists. 
 
C. For the purposes of this Section: 
 
(1) "Declared emergency or disaster" means an emergency or disaster declared by the governor 
or parish president pursuant to the provisions of the Louisiana Homeland Security and 
Emergency Assistance and Disaster Act. 
 
(2) "High-risk area" means the parishes of Assumption, Calcasieu, Cameron, Iberia, Jefferson, 
Lafourche, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. James, St. John, St. Martin, St. 
Mary, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa, Terrebonne, and Vermilion. 
 
Maine 
 
Me. Rev. Stat. tit. 25, § 2001-A (2015) 
Threatening display of or carrying concealed weapon  
 
1. Display or carrying prohibited. A person may not, unless excepted by a provision of law:  
 
A. Display in a threatening manner a firearm, slungshot, knuckles, bowie knife, dirk, stiletto or 
other dangerous or deadly weapon usually employed in the attack on or defense of a person; or 
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B. Wear under the person's clothes or conceal about the person's person a firearm, slungshot, 
knuckles, bowie knife, dirk, stiletto or other dangerous or deadly weapon usually employed in 
the attack on or defense of a person.  
 
2. Exceptions.  The provisions of this section concerning the carrying of concealed weapons do 
not apply to:  
 
A. A handgun carried by a person to whom a valid permit to carry a concealed handgun has been 
issued as provided in this chapter 
 
B. Disabling chemicals as described in Title 17-A, section 1002;  
 
C. Knives used to hunt, fish or trap as defined in Title 12, section 10001;  
 
D. A handgun carried by a law enforcement officer, a corrections officer or a corrections 
supervisor as permitted in writing by the officer's or supervisor's employer;  
 
E. A firearm carried by a person engaged in conduct for which a state-issued hunting or trapping 
license is required and possessing the required license, or a firearm carried by a resident person 
engaged in conduct expressly authorized by Title 12, section 11108 and section 12202, 
subsection 1. This paragraph does not authorize or permit the carrying of a concealed or loaded 
firearm in a motor vehicle;  
 
F. A handgun carried by a person to whom a valid permit to carry a concealed handgun has been 
issued by another state if a permit to carry a concealed handgun issued from that state has been 
granted reciprocity. The Chief of the State Police may enter into reciprocity agreements with any 
other states that meet the requirements of this paragraph. Reciprocity may be granted to a permit 
to carry a concealed handgun issued from another state if:  
 
(1) The other state that issued the permit to carry a concealed handgun has substantially 
equivalent or stricter requirements for the issuance of a permit to carry a concealed handgun; and  
 
(2) The other state that issued the permit to carry a concealed handgun observes the same rules of 
reciprocity regarding a person issued a permit to carry a concealed handgun under this chapter;  
 
G. A handgun carried by an authorized federal, state or local law enforcement officer in the 
performance of the officer's official duties;  
 
H. A handgun carried by a qualified law enforcement officer pursuant to 18 United States Code, 
Section 926B. The qualified law enforcement officer must have in the law enforcement officer's 
possession photographic identification issued by the law enforcement agency by which the 
person is employed as a law enforcement officer; and  
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I. A handgun carried by a qualified retired law enforcement officer pursuant to 18 United States 
Code, Section 926C. The qualified retired law enforcement officer must have in the retired law 
enforcement officer's possession:  
 
(1) Photographic identification issued by the law enforcement agency from which the person 
retired from service as a law enforcement officer that indicates that the person has, not less 
recently than one year before the date the person carries the concealed handgun, been tested or 
otherwise found by that agency to meet the standards established by that agency for training and 
qualification for an active law enforcement officer to carry a handgun of the same type as the 
concealed handgun; or  
 
(2) Photographic identification issued by the law enforcement agency from which the person 
retired from service as a law enforcement officer and a certification issued by the state in which 
the person resides that indicates that the person has, not less recently than one year before the 
date the person carries the concealed handgun, been tested or otherwise found by that state to 
meet the standards established by that state for training and qualification for an active law 
enforcement officer to carry a handgun of the same type as the concealed handgun.  
 
Me. Rev. Stat. tit. 25, § 2003 (2015)  
Permits to carry concealed handguns 
 
1. Criteria for issuing permit.  The issuing authority shall, upon written application, issue a 
permit to carry concealed handguns to an applicant over whom it has issuing authority and who 
has demonstrated good moral character and who meets the following requirements:  
 
A. Is 18 years of age or older;  
 
B. Is not disqualified to possess a firearm pursuant to Title 15, section 393, is not disqualified as 
a permit holder under that same section and is not disqualified to possess a firearm based on 
federal law as a result of a criminal conviction;  
 
C.  [1993, c. 368, §4 (RP).] 
 
D. Submits an application that contains the following:  
 
(1) Full name; 
 
(2) Full current address and addresses for the prior 5 years; 
 
(3) The date and place of birth, height, weight, color of eyes, color of hair, sex and race;  
 
(4) A record of previous issuances of, refusals to issue and revocations of a permit to carry 
concealed firearms, handguns or other concealed weapons by any issuing authority in the State 
or any other jurisdiction. The record of previous refusals alone does not constitute cause for 
refusal and the record of previous revocations alone constitutes cause for refusal only as 
provided in section 2005; and  
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(5) Answers to the following questions: 
 
(a) Are you less than 18 years of age? 
 
(b) Is there a formal charging instrument now pending against you in this State for a crime under 
the laws of this State that is punishable by imprisonment for a term of one year or more?  
 
(c) Is there a formal charging instrument now pending against you in any federal court for a 
crime under the laws of the United States that is punishable by imprisonment for a term 
exceeding one year?  
 
(d) Is there a formal charging instrument now pending against you in another state for a crime 
that, under the laws of that state, is punishable by a term of imprisonment exceeding one year?  
 
(e) If your answer to the question in division (d) is "yes," is that charged crime classified under 
the laws of that state as a misdemeanor punishable by a term of imprisonment of 2 years or less?  
 
(f) Is there a formal charging instrument pending against you in another state for a crime 
punishable in that state by a term of imprisonment of 2 years or less and classified by that state 
as a misdemeanor, but that is substantially similar to a crime that under the laws of this State is 
punishable by imprisonment for a term of one year or more?  
 
(g) Is there a formal charging instrument now pending against you under the laws of the United 
States, this State or any other state or the Passamaquoddy Tribe or Penobscot Nation in a 
proceeding in which the prosecuting authority has pleaded that you committed the crime with the 
use of a firearm against a person or with the use of a dangerous weapon as defined in Title 17-A, 
section 2, subsection 9, paragraph A?  
 
(h) Is there a formal charging instrument now pending against you in this or any other 
jurisdiction for a juvenile offense that, if committed by an adult, would be a crime described in 
division (b), (c), (d) or (f) and involves bodily injury or threatened bodily injury against another 
person?  
 
(i) Is there a formal charging instrument now pending against you in this or any other jurisdiction 
for a juvenile offense that, if committed by an adult, would be a crime described in division (g)?  
 
(j) Is there a formal charging instrument now pending against you in this or any other jurisdiction 
for a juvenile offense that, if committed by an adult, would be a crime described in division (b), 
(c), (d) or (f), but does not involve bodily injury or threatened bodily injury against another 
person?  
 
(k) Have you ever been convicted of committing or found not criminally responsible by reason 
of mental disease or defect of committing a crime described in division (b), (c), (f) or (g)?  
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(l) Have you ever been convicted of committing or found not criminally responsible by reason of 
mental disease or defect of committing a crime described in division (d)?  
 
(m) If your answer to the question in division (l) is "yes," was that crime classified under the 
laws of that state as a misdemeanor punishable by a term of imprisonment of 2 years or less?  
 
(n) Have you ever been adjudicated as having committed a juvenile offense described in division 
(h) or (i)?  
 
(o) Have you ever been adjudicated as having committed a juvenile offense described in division 
(j)?  
 
(p) Are you currently subject to an order of a Maine court or an order of a court of the United 
States or another state, territory, commonwealth or tribe that restrains you from harassing, 
stalking or threatening your intimate partner, as defined in 18 United States Code, Section 
921(a), or a child of your intimate partner, or from engaging in other conduct that would place 
your intimate partner in reasonable fear of bodily injury to that intimate partner or the child?  
 
(q) Are you a fugitive from justice? 
 
(r) Are you a drug abuser, drug addict or drug dependent person? 
 
(s) Do you have a mental disorder that causes you to be potentially dangerous to yourself or 
others?  
 
(t) Have you been adjudicated to be an incapacitated person pursuant to Title 18-A, Article 5, 
Parts 3 and 4 and not had that designation removed by an order under Title 18-A, section 5-307, 
subsection (b)?  
 
(u) Have you been dishonorably discharged from the military forces within the past 5 years?  
 
(v) Are you an illegal alien? 
 
(w) Have you been convicted in a Maine court of a violation of Title 17-A, section 1057 within 
the past 5 years?  
 
(x) Have you been adjudicated in a Maine court within the past 5 years as having committed a 
juvenile offense involving conduct that, if committed by an adult, would be a violation of Title 
17-A, section 1057?  
 
(y) To your knowledge, have you been the subject of an investigation by any law enforcement 
agency within the past 5 years regarding the alleged abuse by you of family or household 
members?  
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(z) Have you been convicted in any jurisdiction within the past 5 years of 3 or more crimes 
punishable by a term of imprisonment of less than one year or of crimes classified under the laws 
of a state as a misdemeanor and punishable by a term of imprisonment of 2 years or less?  
 
(aa) Have you been adjudicated in any jurisdiction within the past 5 years to have committed 3 or 
more juvenile offenses described in division (o)?  
 
(bb) To your knowledge, have you engaged within the past 5 years in reckless or negligent 
conduct that has been the subject of an investigation by a governmental entity?  
 
(cc) Have you been convicted in a Maine court within the past 5 years of any Title 17-A, chapter 
45 drug crime?  
 
(dd) Have you been adjudicated in a Maine court within the past 5 years as having committed a 
juvenile offense involving conduct that, if committed by an adult, would have been a violation of 
Title 17-A, chapter 45?  
 
(ee) Have you been adjudged in a Maine court to have committed the civil violation of 
possession of a useable amount of marijuana, butyl nitrite or isobutyl nitrite in violation of Title 
22, section 2383 within the past 5 years?  
 
(ff) Have you been adjudicated in a Maine court within the past 5 years as having committed the 
juvenile crime defined in Title 15, section 3103, subsection 1, paragraph B of possession of a 
useable amount of marijuana, as provided in Title 22, section 2383?; and  
 
E. Does the following:  
 
(1) At the request of the issuing authority, takes whatever action is required by law to allow the 
issuing authority to obtain from the Department of Health and Human Services, limited to 
records of patient committals to Riverview Psychiatric Center and Dorothea Dix Psychiatric 
Center, the courts, law enforcement agencies and the military information relevant to the 
following:  
 
(a) The ascertainment of whether the information supplied on the application or any documents 
made a part of the application is true and correct;  
 
(b) The ascertainment of whether each of the additional requirements of this section has been 
met; and  
 
(c) Section 2005; 
 
(2) If a photograph is an integral part of the permit to carry concealed handguns adopted by an 
issuing authority, submits to being photographed for that purpose;  
 
(3) If it becomes necessary to resolve any questions as to identity, submits to having fingerprints 
taken by the issuing authority;  
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(4) Submits an application fee along with the written application to the proper issuing authority 
pursuant to the following schedule:  
 
(a) Resident of a municipality or unorganized territory, $35 for an original application and $20 
for a renewal, except that a person who paid $60 for a concealed firearms permit or renewal 
during 1991 or 1992 is entitled to a credit toward renewal fees in an amount equal to $30 for a 
person who paid $60 for an original application and $45 for a person who paid $60 for a permit 
renewal. The credit is valid until fully utilized; and  
 
(b) Nonresident, $60 for an original or renewal application; and 
 
(5) Demonstrates to the issuing authority a knowledge of handgun safety. The applicant may 
fully satisfy this requirement by submitting to the issuing authority, through documentation in 
accordance with this subparagraph, proof that the applicant has within 5 years prior to the date of 
application completed a course that included handgun safety offered by or under the supervision 
of a federal, state, county or municipal law enforcement agency or a firearms instructor certified 
by a private firearms association recognized as knowledgeable in matters of handgun safety by 
the issuing authority or by the state in which the course was taken. A course completion 
certificate or other document, or a photocopy, is sufficient if it recites or otherwise demonstrates 
that the course meets all of the requirements of this subparagraph.  
 
As an alternative way of fully satisfying this requirement, an applicant may personally 
demonstrate knowledge of handgun safety to an issuing authority, if the issuing authority is 
willing to evaluate an applicant's personal demonstration of such knowledge. The issuing 
authority is not required to offer this 2nd option.  
 
The demonstration of knowledge of handgun safety to the issuing authority may not be required 
of any applicant who holds a valid state permit to carry a concealed firearm as of April 15, 1990 
or of any applicant who was or is in any of the Armed Forces of the United States and has 
received at least basic firearms training.  
 
2. Complete application; certification by applicant.  The requirements set out in subsection 1, 
constitute a complete application. By affixing the applicant's signature to the application, the 
applicant certifies the following:  
 
A. That the statements the applicant makes in the application and any documents the applicant 
makes a part of the application are true and correct; 
 
A-1. That the applicant understands that an affirmative answer to the question in subsection 1, 
paragraph D, subparagraph (5), division (l) or (o) is cause for refusal unless the applicant is 
nonetheless authorized to possess a firearm under Title 15, section 393;  
 
A-2. That the applicant understands that an affirmative answer to subsection 1, paragraph D, 
subparagraph (5), division (p) is cause for refusal if the order of the court meets the 
preconditions contained in Title 15, section 393, subsection 1, paragraph D. If the order of the 
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court does not meet the preconditions, the conduct underlying the order may be used by the 
issuing authority, along with other information, in judging good moral character under 
subsection 4; 
 
B. That the applicant understands that an affirmative answer to one or more of the questions in 
subsection 1, paragraph D, subparagraph (5), divisions (a), (k), (n) or (q) to (x) is cause for 
refusal; 
 
B-1. That the applicant understands that an affirmative answer to one or more of the questions in 
subsection 1, paragraph D, subparagraph (5), divisions (b) to (j), (m), (y), (z) or (aa) to (ff) is 
used by the issuing authority, along with other information, in judging good moral character 
under subsection 4; and 
 
C. That the applicant understands any false statements made in the application or in any 
document made a part of the application may result in prosecution as provided in section 2004.  
 
3. Copy of laws furnished to applicant.  A copy of this chapter and the definitions from other 
chapters that are used in this chapter must be provided to every applicant.  
 
3-A. Model forms.  The Attorney General shall develop model forms for the following:  
 
A. An application for a resident permit to carry concealed handguns; 
 
B. An application for a nonresident permit to carry concealed handguns;  
 
C. A resident permit to carry concealed handguns of which a photograph is an integral part;  
 
D. A resident permit to carry concealed handguns of which a photograph is not an integral part;  
 
E. A nonresident permit to carry concealed handguns; and 
 
F. Authority to release information to the issuing authority for the purpose of evaluating 
information supplied on the application. 
 
Each issuing authority shall utilize only the model forms. 
 
4. Good moral character.  The issuing authority in judging good moral character shall make its 
determination in writing based solely upon information recorded by governmental entities within 
5 years of receipt of the application, including, but not limited to, the following matters:  
 
A. Information of record relative to incidents of abuse by the applicant of family or household 
members, provided pursuant to Title 19-A, section 4012, subsection 1;  
 
B. Information of record relative to 3 or more convictions of the applicant for crimes punishable 
by less than one year imprisonment or one or more adjudications of the applicant for juvenile 
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offenses involving conduct that, if committed by an adult, is punishable by less than one year 
imprisonment; 
 
C. Information of record indicating that the applicant has engaged in reckless or negligent 
conduct; or 
 
D. Information of record indicating that the applicant has been convicted of or adjudicated as 
having committed a violation of Title 17-A, chapter 45 or Title 22, section 2383, or adjudicated 
as having committed a juvenile crime that is a violation of Title 22, section 2383 or a juvenile 
crime that would be defined as a criminal violation under Title 17-A, chapter 45 if committed by 
an adult. 
 
5. Access to confidential records.  Notwithstanding that certain records retained by governmental 
entities are by law made confidential, the records pertaining to patient committals to Riverview 
Psychiatric Center and Dorothea Dix Psychiatric Center, and records compiled pursuant to Title 
19-A, section 4012, subsection 1, that are necessary to the issuing authority's determination of 
the applicant's good moral character and compliance with the additional requirements of this 
section and of section 2005 must, at the request of the issuing authority, be made available for 
inspection by and dissemination to the issuing authority.  
 
6. Unorganized territory. 
 
7. Nonresident. 
 
8. Term of permit.  All concealed handgun permits are valid for 4 years from the date of issue, 
unless sooner revoked for cause by the issuing authority. If a permit renewal is issued before the 
expiration date of the permit being renewed or within 6 months of the expiration date of the 
permit being renewed, the permit renewal is valid for 4 years from the expiration date of the 
permit being renewed.  
 
9. Information contained in permit.  Each permit to carry concealed handguns issued must 
contain the following: The name, address and physical description of the permit holder; the 
holder's signature; the date of issuance; and the date of expiration. A permit to carry concealed 
handguns may additionally contain a photograph of the permit holder if the issuing authority 
makes a photograph an integral part of the permit to carry concealed handguns.  
 
10. Validity of permit throughout the State.  Permits issued authorize the person to carry those 
concealed handguns throughout the State.  
 
11. Permit to be in permit holder's immediate possession.  Every permit holder, including a 
nonresident who holds a permit issued by the nonresident's state of residence, shall have the 
holder's permit in the holder's immediate possession at all times when carrying a concealed 
handgun and shall display the same on demand of any law enforcement officer. A person 
charged with violating this subsection may not be adjudicated as having committed a civil 
violation if that person produces in court the concealed handgun permit that was valid at the time 
of the issuance of a summons to court or, if the holder exhibits the permit to a law enforcement 
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officer designated by the summonsing officer not later than 24 hours before the time set for the 
court appearance, a complaint may not be issued.  
 
12. Permit for a resident of 5 or more years to be issued or denied within 30 days; permit for a 
nonresident and resident of less than 5 years to be issued or denied within 60 days.  The issuing 
authority, as defined in this chapter, shall issue or deny, and reply in writing as to the reason for 
any denial, within 30 days of the application date in the case of a resident of 5 or more years and 
within 60 days of the application date in the case of a nonresident or in the case of a resident of 
less than 5 years. If the issuing authority does not issue or deny a request for a permit renewal 
within the time limits specified in this subsection, the validity of the expired permit is extended 
until the issuing authority issues or denies the renewal.  
 
13. Fee waiver.  An issuing authority may waive the permit fee for a permit issued to a law 
enforcement officer certified by the Maine Criminal Justice Academy.  
 
14. Lapsed permit.  A person may apply for renewal of a permit at the permit renewal rate at any 
time within 6 months after expiration of a permit. A person who applies for a permit more than 6 
months after the expiration date of the permit last issued to that person must submit an original 
application and pay the original application fee.  
 
15. Duty of issuing authority; application fees.  The application fees submitted by the applicant 
as required by subsection 1, paragraph E, subparagraph (4) are subject to the following.  
 
A. If the issuing authority is other than the Chief of the State Police, $25 of the fee for an original 
application and $15 of the fee for a renewal must be paid over to the Treasurer of State.  
 
B. If the Chief of the State Police is the issuing authority as the designee of a municipality under 
section 2002-A, $25 of the fee for an original application and $15 of the fee for a renewal must 
be paid over to the Treasurer of State. 
 
C. If the Chief of the State Police is the issuing authority because the applicant is a resident of an 
unorganized territory, a nonresident or an applicant under subsection 18, the application fee must 
be paid over to the Treasurer of State. The fee must be applied to the expenses of administration 
incurred by the State Police. 
 
16. Application fee; use.  The application fee submitted by the applicant as required by 
subsection 1, paragraph E, subparagraph (4) covers the cost of processing the application by the 
issuing authority and the cost of the permit to carry concealed handguns issued by the issuing 
authority.  
 
17. Waiver of law enforcement agency record and background check fees.  Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, a law enforcement agency may not charge an issuing authority a fee in 
association with the law enforcement agency's conducting a concealed handgun permit applicant 
record check or background check for the issuing authority.  
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18. Certain persons on active duty in United States Armed Forces.  A person on active duty in 
the United States Armed Forces who qualifies as a resident of the State under the Department of 
Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services rules and is otherwise 
qualified to be issued a permit under this section is eligible for a permit under this section issued 
by the Chief of the State Police upon payment of the application fee for a resident specified in 
subsection 1, paragraph E, subparagraph (4), division (a). 
 
Me. Rev. Stat. tit. 25, § 2011 (2015) 
State preemption 
 
1.  PREEMPTION.  The State intends to occupy and preempt the entire field of legislation 
concerning the regulation of firearms, components, ammunition and supplies. Except as provided 
in subsection 3, any existing or future order, ordinance, rule or regulation in this field of any 
political subdivision of the State is void. 
 
2.  REGULATION RESTRICTED.  Except as provided in subsection 3, no political subdivision 
of the State, including, but not limited to, municipalities, counties, townships and village 
corporations, may adopt any order, ordinance, rule or regulation concerning the sale, purchase, 
purchase delay, transfer, ownership, use, possession, bearing, transportation, licensing, 
permitting, registration, taxation or any other matter pertaining to firearms, components, 
ammunition or supplies. 
 
3.  EXCEPTION.  This section does not prohibit an order, ordinance, rule or regulation of any 
political subdivision which, with the exception of appropriate civil penalty provisions, conforms 
exactly with any applicable provision of state law or which regulates the discharge of firearms 
within a jurisdiction. 
 
4.  LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.  Nothing in this section limits the power of any law 
enforcement agency to regulate the type and use of firearms issued or authorized by that agency 
for use by its employees. For the purposes of this section "law enforcement agency" has the same 
meaning as set forth in section 3701. 
 
5.  RESTRICTIONS ON FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION PROHIBITED DURING STATE 
OF EMERGENCY.  The provisions of this subsection apply to restrictions on firearms and 
ammunition during a state of emergency, as declared by the Governor pursuant to Title 37-B, 
section 742, subsection 1. 
 
A.  During a state of emergency, notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a person 
acting on behalf or under the authority of the State or a political subdivision of the State may not: 
 
1)  Prohibit or restrict the otherwise lawful possession, use, carrying, transfer, transportation, 
storage or display of a firearm or ammunition. The provisions of this paragraph regarding the 
lawful transfer of a firearm or ammunition do not apply to the commercial sale of a firearm or 
ammunition if an authorized person has ordered an evacuation or general closure of businesses in 
the area of the business engaged in the sale of firearms or ammunition; 
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2)  Seize or confiscate, or authorize the seizure or confiscation of, an otherwise lawfully 
possessed firearm or ammunition unless the person acting on behalf of or under the authority of 
the State is: 
 
a) Acting in self-defense against an assault; 
 
b) Defending another person from an assault; 
 
c) Arresting a person in actual possession of a firearm or ammunition for a violation of law; or 
 
d) Seizing or confiscating the firearm or ammunition as evidence of a crime; or 
 
3)  Require registration of a firearm or ammunition for which registration is not otherwise 
required by state law. 
 
B.  An individual aggrieved by a violation of this subsection may seek relief in an action at law 
or in equity for redress against any person who subjects that individual, or causes that individual 
to be subjected, to an action prohibited by this subsection. 
 
C.  In addition to any other remedy at law or in equity, an individual aggrieved by the seizure or 
confiscation of a firearm or ammunition in violation of this subsection may bring an action for 
the return of the firearm or ammunition in the Superior Court of the county in which that 
individual resides or in which the firearm or ammunition is located. 
 
D.  In an action or proceeding to enforce this subsection, the court shall award a prevailing 
plaintiff costs and reasonable attorney's fees. 
 
Maryland  
 
Md. Code Ann., Crim. Law § 4-203 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Wearing, carrying, or transporting handgun   
 
(a)  Prohibited. --  
 
(1)  Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, a person may not: 
 
(i)  wear, carry, or transport a handgun, whether concealed or open, on or about the person; 
 
(ii)  wear, carry, or knowingly transport a handgun, whether concealed or open, in a vehicle 
traveling on a road or parking lot generally used by the public, highway, waterway, or airway of 
the State; 
 
(iii)  violate item (i) or (ii) of this paragraph while on public school property in the State; or 
 
(iv)  violate item (i) or (ii) of this paragraph with the deliberate purpose of injuring or killing 
another person. 
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(2)  There is a rebuttable presumption that a person who transports a handgun under paragraph 
(1)(ii) of this subsection transports the handgun knowingly. 
 
(b)  Exceptions. --  This section does not prohibit: 
 
(1)  the wearing, carrying, or transporting of a handgun by a person who is authorized at the time 
and under the circumstances to wear, carry, or transport the handgun as part of the person's 
official equipment, and is: 
 
(i)  a law enforcement official of the United States, the State, or a county or city of the State; 
 
(ii)  a member of the armed forces of the United States or of the National Guard on duty or 
traveling to or from duty; 
 
(iii)  a law enforcement official of another state or subdivision of another state temporarily in this 
State on official business; 
 
(iv)  a correctional officer or warden of a correctional facility in the State; 
 
(v)  a sheriff or full-time assistant or deputy sheriff of the State; or 
 
(vi)  a temporary or part-time sheriff's deputy; 
 
(2)  the wearing, carrying, or transporting of a handgun, in compliance with any limitations 
imposed under § 5-307 of the Public Safety Article, by a person to whom a permit to wear, carry, 
or transport the handgun has been issued under Title 5, Subtitle 3 of the Public Safety Article; 
 
(3)  the carrying of a handgun on the person or in a vehicle while the person is transporting the 
handgun to or from the place of legal purchase or sale, or to or from a bona fide repair shop, or 
between bona fide residences of the person, or between the bona fide residence and place of 
business of the person, if the business is operated and owned substantially by the person if each 
handgun is unloaded and carried in an enclosed case or an enclosed holster; 
 
(4)  the wearing, carrying, or transporting by a person of a handgun used in connection with an 
organized military activity, a target shoot, formal or informal target practice, sport shooting 
event, hunting, a Department of Natural Resources-sponsored firearms and hunter safety class, 
trapping, or a dog obedience training class or show, while the person is engaged in, on the way 
to, or returning from that activity if each handgun is unloaded and carried in an enclosed case or 
an enclosed holster; 
 
(5)  the moving by a bona fide gun collector of part or all of the collector's gun collection from 
place to place for public or private exhibition if each handgun is unloaded and carried in an 
enclosed case or an enclosed holster; 
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(6)  the wearing, carrying, or transporting of a handgun by a person on real estate that the person 
owns or leases or where the person resides or within the confines of a business establishment that 
the person owns or leases; 
 
(7)  the wearing, carrying, or transporting of a handgun by a supervisory employee: 
 
(i)  in the course of employment; 
 
(ii)  within the confines of the business establishment in which the supervisory employee is 
employed; and 
 
(iii)  when so authorized by the owner or manager of the business establishment; 
 
(8)  the carrying or transporting of a signal pistol or other visual distress signal approved by the 
United States Coast Guard in a vessel on the waterways of the State or, if the signal pistol or 
other visual distress signal is unloaded and carried in an enclosed case, in a vehicle; or 
 
(9)  the wearing, carrying, or transporting of a handgun by a person who is carrying a court order 
requiring the surrender of the handgun, if: 
 
(i)  the handgun is unloaded; 
 
(ii)  the person has notified the law enforcement unit, barracks, or station that the handgun is 
being transported in accordance with the court order; and 
 
(iii)  the person transports the handgun directly to the law enforcement unit, barracks, or station. 
 
(c)  Penalty. --  
 
(1)  A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to 
the penalties provided in this subsection. 
 
(2)  If the person has not previously been convicted under this section, § 4-204 of this subtitle, or 
§ 4-101 or § 4-102 of this title: 
 
(i)  except as provided in item (ii) of this paragraph, the person is subject to imprisonment for not 
less than 30 days and not exceeding 3 years or a fine of not less than $250 and not exceeding 
$2,500 or both; or 
 
(ii)  if the person violates subsection (a)(1)(iii) of this section, the person shall be sentenced to 
imprisonment for not less than 90 days. 
 
(3)  (i) If the person has previously been convicted once under this section, § 4-204 of this 
subtitle, or § 4-101 or § 4-102 of this title: 
1. except as provided in item 2 of this subparagraph, the person is subject to imprisonment for 
not less than 1 year and not exceeding 10 years; or 
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2.  if the person violates subsection (a)(1)(iii) of this section, the person is subject to 
imprisonment for not less than 3 years and not exceeding 10 years. 
 
(ii)  The court may not impose less than the applicable minimum sentence provided under 
subparagraph (i) of this paragraph. 
 
(4)  (i) If the person has previously been convicted more than once under this section, § 4-204 of 
this subtitle, or § 4-101 or § 4-102 of this title, or of any combination of these crimes: 
1. except as provided in item 2 of this subparagraph, the person is subject to imprisonment for 
not less than 3 years and not exceeding 10 years; or 
 
2.  A.  if the person violates subsection (a)(1)(iii) of this section, the person is subject to 
imprisonment for not less than 5 years and not exceeding 10 years; or 
 
B.  if the person violates subsection (a)(1)(iv) of this section, the person is subject to 
imprisonment for not less than 5 years and not exceeding 10 years. 
 
(ii)  The court may not impose less than the applicable minimum sentence provided under 
subparagraph (i) of this paragraph. 
 
Md. Code Ann., Crim. Law § 4-208 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Possession of firearm at public demonstration  
 
(a) Definitions. --  
 
(1) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated.  
   
(2) (i) "Demonstration" means one or more persons demonstrating, picketing, speechmaking, 
marching, holding a vigil, or engaging in any other similar conduct that involves the 
communication or expression of views or grievances and that has the effect, intent, or propensity 
to attract a crowd or onlookers.  
 
(ii) "Demonstration" does not include the casual use of property by visitors or tourists that does 
not have the intent or propensity to attract a crowd or onlookers.  
 
(3) (i) "Firearm" means a handgun, rifle, shotgun, short-barreled rifle, short-barreled shotgun, or 
any other firearm, whether loaded or unloaded.  
 
(ii) "Firearm" does not include an antique firearm.  
 
(4) "Handgun" has the meaning stated in § 5-101 of the Public Safety Article.  
 
(5) "Law enforcement officer" means:  
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(i) a member of a police force or other unit of the United States, the State, a county, municipal 
corporation, or other political subdivision who is responsible for the prevention and detection of 
crime and the enforcement of the laws of the United States, the State, a county, municipal 
corporation, or other political subdivision;  
 
(ii) a park police officer of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission;  
 
(iii) a member of the University of Maryland police force; and  
 
(iv) any military or militia personnel directed by constituted authority to keep law and order.  
  
(6) (i) "Public place" means a place to which the general public has access and a right to resort 
for business, entertainment, or other lawful purpose.  
 
(ii) "Public place" is not limited to a place devoted solely to the uses of the public. 
 
(iii) "Public place" includes:  
 
1. the front or immediate area or parking lot of a store, restaurant, tavern, shopping center, or   
other place of business;  
 
2. a public building, including its grounds and curtilage;  
  
3. a public parking lot;  
 
4. a public street, sidewalk, or right-of-way;  
 
5. a public park; and  
  
6. other public grounds.  
 
(b) Prohibited. --  
 
(1) This subsection does not apply to a law enforcement officer.  
  
(2) A person may not have a firearm in the person's possession or on or about the person at a  
demonstration in a public place or in a vehicle that is within 1,000 feet of a demonstration in a     
public place after:  
 
(i) the person has been advised by a law enforcement officer that a demonstration is occurring                
at the public place; and  
 
(ii) the person has been ordered by the law enforcement officer to leave the area of the   
demonstration until the person disposes of the firearm.  
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(c) Penalty. -- A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is 
subject to imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or a fine not exceeding $1,000 or both.  
 
Md. Code Ann., Crim. Law § 4-209 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Regulation of weapons and ammunition  
 
(a) State preemption. -- Except as otherwise provided in this section, the State preempts the right 
of a county, municipal corporation, or special taxing district to regulate the purchase, sale, 
taxation, transfer, manufacture, repair, ownership, possession, and transportation of: 
 
(1) a handgun, rifle, or shotgun; and  
 
(2) ammunition for and components of a handgun, rifle, or shotgun.  
 
(b) Exceptions. --  
 
(1) A county, municipal corporation, or special taxing district may regulate the purchase, sale, 
transfer, ownership, possession, and transportation of the items listed in subsection (a) of this 
section: 
 
(i) with respect to minors;  
 
(ii) with respect to law enforcement officials of the subdivision; and  
  
(iii) except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, within 100 yards of or in a park,   
church, school, public building, and other place of public assembly.  
 
(2) A county, municipal corporation, or special taxing district may not prohibit the teaching of  
or training in firearms safety, or other educational or sporting use of the items listed in   
subsection (a) of this section.  
 
(3) A county, municipal corporation, or special taxing district may not prohibit the   
transportation of an item listed in subsection (a) of this section by a person who is carrying a    
court order requiring the surrender of the item, if:  
 
(i) the handgun, rifle, or shotgun is unloaded;  
 
(ii) the person has notified the law enforcement unit, barracks, or station that the item is being  
transported in accordance with the court order; and  
 
(iii) the person transports the item directly to the law enforcement unit, barracks, or station. 
 
(c) Preexisting local laws. -- To the extent that a local law does not create an inconsistency with 
this section or expand existing regulatory control, a county, municipal corporation, or special 
taxing district may exercise its existing authority to amend any local law that existed on or before 
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December 31, 1984.  
 
(d) Discharge of firearms. --  
 
(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, in accordance with law, a county,  
municipal corporation, or special taxing district may regulate the discharge of handguns, rifles,    
and shotguns.  
 
(2) A county, municipal corporation, or special taxing district may not prohibit the discharge of  
firearms at established ranges.  
 
Md. Code Ann., Crim. Law § 4-405 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Use of machine gun for aggressive purpose 
   
(a) Presumption of offensive or aggressive purpose. -- Possession or use of a machine gun is   
 presumed to be for an offensive or aggressive purpose when:  
  
(1) the machine gun:  
  
(i) is on premises not owned or rented for bona fide permanent residence or business occupancy   
by the person in whose possession the machine gun is found;  
 
(ii) is in the possession of, or used by, an unnaturalized foreign-born person or a person who has 
been convicted of a crime of violence in any state or federal court of the United States; or 
 
(iii) is not registered as required under § 4-403 of this subtitle; or  
 
(2) empty or loaded shells that have been used or are susceptible of being used in the machine  
gun are found in the immediate vicinity of the machine gun.  
 
(b) Prohibited. -- A person may not possess or use a machine gun for an offensive or aggressive 
purpose. 
 
(c) Penalty. -- A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is 
subject to imprisonment not exceeding 10 years.  
 
(d) Statute of limitations and in banc review. -- A person who violates this section is subject to § 
5-106(b) of the Courts Article. 
 
Md. Code Ann., Crim. Law § 10-201 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Disturbing the public peace and disorderly conduct  
 
(a) Definitions. --  
(1) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated.  
 
(2) (i) "Public conveyance" means a conveyance to which the public or a portion of the public  
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  has access to and a right to use for transportation.  
 
 (ii) "Public conveyance" includes an airplane, vessel, bus, railway car, school vehicle, and  
   subway car.  
 
 (3) (i) "Public place" means a place to which the public or a portion of the public has access and  
   a right to resort for business, dwelling, entertainment, or other lawful purpose.  
 
 (ii) "Public place" includes:  
 
 1. a restaurant, shop, shopping center, store, tavern, or other place of business;  
 
 2. a public building;  
 
 3. a public parking lot;  
 
 4. a public street, sidewalk, or right-of-way;  
 
 5. a public park or other public grounds;  
 
 6. the common areas of a building containing four or more separate dwelling units, including  
     a corridor, elevator, lobby, and stairwell;  
 
 7. a hotel or motel;  
 
 8. a place used for public resort or amusement, including an amusement park, golf course,   
     race track, sports arena, swimming pool, and theater;  
     
 9. an institution of elementary, secondary, or higher education;  
 
10. a place of public worship;  
 
11. a place or building used for entering or exiting a public conveyance, including an airport   
    terminal, bus station, dock, railway station, subway station, and wharf; and  
 
12. the parking areas, sidewalks, and other grounds and structures that are part of a public   
   place. 
 
(b) Construction of section. -- For purposes of a prosecution under this section, a public 
conveyance or a public place need not be devoted solely to public use.  
 
(c) Prohibited. --  
 
(1) A person may not willfully and without lawful purpose obstruct or hinder the free passage     
  of another in a public place or on a public conveyance.  
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(2) A person may not willfully act in a disorderly manner that disturbs the public peace. 
 
(3) A person may not willfully fail to obey a reasonable and lawful order that a law  
  enforcement officer makes to prevent a disturbance to the public peace.  
 
(4) A person who enters the land or premises of another, whether an owner or lessee, or a beach  
  adjacent to residential riparian property, may not willfully:  
 
(i) disturb the peace of persons on the land, premises, or beach by making an unreasonably  
   loud noise; or  
 
(ii) act in a disorderly manner.  
 
(5) A person from any location may not, by making an unreasonably loud noise, willfully  
  disturb the peace of another:  
 
(i) on the other's land or premises;  
 
(ii) in a public place; or  
 
(iii) on a public conveyance.  
 
(6) In Worcester County, a person may not build a bonfire or allow a bonfire to burn on a beach  
  or other property between 1 a.m. and 5 a.m.  
 
(d) Penalty. -- A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is 
subject to imprisonment not exceeding 60 days or a fine not exceeding $500 or both. 
 
Md. Code Ann., Pub. Safety § 5-104 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Preemption by State   
 
This subtitle supersedes any restriction that a local jurisdiction in the State imposes on a sale of a 
regulated firearm, and the State preempts the right of any local jurisdiction to regulate the sale of 
a regulated firearm. 
 
Md. Code Ann., Pub. Safety § 5-117 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Application for regulated firearm required   
 
A person must submit a firearm application in accordance with this subtitle before the person 
purchases, rents, or transfers a regulated firearm. 
 
Md. Code Ann., Pub. Safety § 5-117.1 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Handgun qualification license required for purchase of handguns.  
 
(a) Exclusions. -- This section does not apply to:  
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(1) a licensed firearms manufacturer;  
 
(2) a law enforcement officer or person who is retired in good standing from service with a law  
  enforcement agency of the United States, the State, or a local law enforcement agency of the   
  State; 
 
(3) a member or retired member of the armed forces of the United States or the National Guard;  
  or 
 
(4) a person purchasing, renting, or receiving an antique, curio, or relic firearm, as defined in  
  federal law or in determinations published by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and  
  Explosives. 
 
(b) In general. -- A dealer or any other person may not sell, rent, or transfer a handgun to a 
purchaser, lessee, or transferee unless the purchaser, lessee, or transferee presents to the dealer or 
other person a valid handgun qualification license issued to the purchaser, lessee, or transferee by 
the Secretary under this section.  
 
(c) Requirements. -- A person may purchase, rent, or receive a handgun only if the person: 
 
(1) (i) possesses a valid handgun qualification license issued to the person by the Secretary in  
  accordance with this section;  
 
(ii) possesses valid credentials from a law enforcement agency or retirement credentials from a  
   law enforcement agency;  
 
(iii) is an active or retired member of the armed forces of the United States or the National  
   Guard and possesses a valid military identification card; or  
 
(iv) is purchasing, renting, or receiving an antique, curio, or relic firearm, as defined in federal  
   law or in determinations published by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and  
   Explosives; and  
 
(2) is not otherwise prohibited from purchasing or possessing a handgun under State or federal  
  law. 
 
(d) Qualifications for license. -- Subject to subsections (f) and (g) of this section, the Secretary 
shall issue a handgun qualification license to a person who the Secretary finds: 
 
(1) is at least 21 years old;  
 
(2) is a resident of the State;  
 
(3) except as provided in subsection (e) of this section, has demonstrated satisfactory  
  completion, within 3 years prior to the submission of the application, of a firearms safety  
  training course approved by the Secretary that includes: 
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 (i) a minimum of 4 hours of instruction by a qualified handgun instructor;  
 (ii) classroom instruction on:  
 
 1. State firearm law;  
 
 2. home firearm safety; and 
  
 3. handgun mechanisms and operation; and  
 
 (iii) a firearms orientation component that demonstrates the person's safe operation and    
   handling of a firearm; and  
 
(4) based on an investigation, is not prohibited by federal or State law from purchasing or  
  possessing a handgun.  
 
(e) Waiver of training course. -- An applicant for a handgun qualification license is not required 
to complete a firearms safety training course under subsection (d) of this section if the applicant: 
 
(1) has completed a certified firearms training course approved by the Secretary;  
 
(2) has completed a course of instruction in competency and safety in the handling of firearms  
  prescribed by the Department of Natural Resources under § 10-301.1 of the Natural Resources  
 Article; 
 
(3) is a qualified handgun instructor;  
 
(4) is an honorably discharged member of the armed forces of the United States or the National  
  Guard; 
 
(5) is an employee of an armored car company and has a permit issued under Title 5, Subtitle 3  
  of the Public Safety Article; or  
 
(6) lawfully owns a regulated firearm.  
 
(f) State and national criminal history records check for each applicant. --  
 
(1) In this subsection, "Central Repository" means the Criminal Justice Information System  
  Central Repository of the Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services.  
 
(2) The Secretary shall apply to the Central Repository for a State and national criminal history  
  records check for each applicant for a handgun qualification license.  
 
(3) As part of the application for a criminal history records check, the Secretary shall submit to   
  the Central Repository:  
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(i) a complete set of the applicant's legible fingerprints taken in a format approved by the 
Director of the Central Repository and the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation; 
 
(ii) the fee authorized under § 10-221(b)(7) of the Criminal Procedure Article for access to  
   Maryland criminal history records; and  
 
(iii) the mandatory processing fee required by the Federal Bureau of Investigation for a  
   national criminal history records check.  
 
(4) The Central Repository shall provide a receipt to the applicant for the fees paid in  
  accordance with paragraph (3)(ii) and (iii) of this subsection.  
 
(5) In accordance with §§ 10-201 through 10-234 of the Criminal Procedure Article, the Central  
  Repository shall forward to the applicant and the Secretary a printed statement of the applicant's  
  criminal history information.  
 
(6) Information obtained from the Central Repository under this section:  
 
(i) is confidential and may not be disseminated; and  
 
(ii) shall be used only for the licensing purpose authorized by this section.  
 
(7) If criminal history record information is reported to the Central Repository after the date of  
  the initial criminal history records check, the Central Repository shall provide to the    
  Department of State Police Licensing Division a revised printed statement of the applicant's or  
  licensee's State criminal history record.  
 
(g) Application; fee; other documentation. -- An applicant for a handgun qualification license 
shall submit to the Secretary:  
 
(1) an application in the manner and format designated by the Secretary;  
 
(2) a nonrefundable application fee to cover the costs to administer the program of up to $50; 
 
(3) (i) proof of satisfactory completion of:  
  
1. a firearms safety training course approved by the Secretary; or  
 
2. a course of instruction in competency and safety in the handling of firearms prescribed by  
   the Department of Natural Resources under § 10-301.1 of the Natural Resources Article; or 
   (ii) a valid firearms instructor certification;  
 
(4) any other identifying information or documentation required by the Secretary; and  
 
(5) a statement made by the applicant under the penalty of perjury that the applicant is not  
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  prohibited under federal or State law from possessing a handgun.  
 
(h) Issuance of handgun qualification license. --  
 
(1) Within 30 days after receiving a properly completed application, the Secretary shall issue to  
  the applicant:  
 
(i) a handgun qualification license if the applicant is approved; or  
 
(ii) a written denial of the application that contains:  
  
1. the reason the application was denied; and  
 
2. a statement of the applicant's appeal rights under subsection (l) of this section.  
 
(2) (i) An individual whose fingerprints have been submitted to the Central Repository, and  
  whose application has been denied, may request that the record of the fingerprints be expunged  
  by obliteration.  
 
(ii) Proceedings to expunge a record under this paragraph shall be conducted in accordance  
   with § 10-105 of the Criminal Procedure Article.  
 
(iii) On receipt of an order to expunge a fingerprint record, the Central Repository shall  
   expunge by obliteration the fingerprints submitted as part of the application process.  
 
(iv) An individual may not be charged a fee for the expungement of a fingerprint record in  
   accordance with this paragraph.  
 
(i) Expiration. -- A handgun qualification license issued under this section expires 10 years from 
the date of issuance.  
 
(j) Renewal of handgun qualification license. --  
 
(1) The handgun qualification license may be renewed for successive periods of 10 years each  
  if, at the time of an application for renewal, the applicant:  
 
 (i) possesses the qualifications for the issuance of the handgun qualification license; and  
 
 (ii) submits a nonrefundable application fee to cover the costs to administer the program up to   
  $20.  
 
 (2) An applicant renewing a handgun qualification license under this subsection is not required  
  to: 
 
  (i) complete the firearms safety training course required in subsection (d)(3) of this section; or 
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  (ii) submit to a State and national criminal history records check as required in subsection (f) of  
   this section.  
 
(k) Revocation. --  
 
  (1) The Secretary may revoke a handgun qualification license issued or renewed under this  
  section on a finding that the licensee no longer satisfies the qualifications set forth in subsection  
  (d) of this section.  
 
  (2) A person holding a handgun qualification license that has been revoked by the Secretary  
  shall return the license to the Secretary within 5 days after receipt of the notice of revocation. 
 
(l) Denial or revocation of license -- Hearing. --  
 
(1) A person whose original or renewal application for a handgun qualification license is denied  
  or whose handgun qualification license is revoked, may submit a written request to the  
  Secretary for a hearing within 30 days after the date the written notice of the denial or  
  revocation was sent to the aggrieved person.  
 
(2) A hearing under this section shall be granted by the Secretary within 15 days after the  
  request. 
 
(3) A hearing and any subsequent proceedings of judicial review under this section shall be  
  conducted in accordance with Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Government Article.  
 
(4) A hearing under this section shall be held in the county of the legal residence of the  
  aggrieved person. 
 
(m) Replacement of lost or stolen licenses. --  
 
(1) If an original or renewal handgun qualification license is lost or stolen, a person may submit  
  a written request to the Secretary for a replacement license.  
 
(2) Unless the applicant is otherwise disqualified, the Secretary shall issue a replacement  
  handgun qualification license on receipt of a written request and a nonrefundable fee to cover  
  the cost of replacement up to $20.  
 
(n) Regulations. -- The Secretary may adopt regulations to carry out the provisions of this 
section. 
 
Md. Code Ann., Pub. Safety § 5-118 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Firearm application  
 
(a)  In general. --  A firearm applicant shall: 
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-286 

(1)  submit to a licensee or designated law enforcement agency a firearm application on the form 
that the Secretary provides; and 
 
(2)  pay to the licensee or designated law enforcement agency an application fee of $10. 
 
(b)  Required information. --  A firearm application shall contain: 
 
(1)  the firearm applicant's name, address, Social Security number, place and date of birth, 
height, weight, race, eye and hair color, signature, driver's or photographic identification soundex 
number, occupation, and regulated firearm information for each regulated firearm to be 
purchased, rented, or transferred; 
 
(2)  the date and time that the firearm applicant delivered the completed firearm application to 
the prospective seller or transferor; 
 
(3)  a statement by the firearm applicant under the penalty of perjury that the firearm applicant: 
 
(i)  is at least 21 years old; 
 
(ii)  has never been convicted of a disqualifying crime; 
 
(iii)  has never been convicted of a violation classified as a common law crime and received a 
term of imprisonment of more than 2 years; 
 
(iv)  is not a fugitive from justice; 
 
(v)  is not a habitual drunkard; 
 
(vi)  is not addicted to a controlled dangerous substance or is not a habitual user; 
 
(vii)  does not suffer from a mental disorder as defined in § 10-101(i)(2) of the Health - General 
Article and have a history of violent behavior against the firearm applicant or another; 
 
(viii)  has never been found incompetent to stand trial under § 3-106 of the Criminal Procedure 
Article; 
 
(ix)  has never been found not criminally responsible under § 3-110 of the Criminal Procedure 
Article; 
 
(x)  has never been voluntarily admitted for more than 30 consecutive days to a facility as 
defined in § 10-101 of the Health - General Article; 
 
(xi)  has never been involuntarily committed to a facility as defined in § 10-101 of the Health - 
General Article; 
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(xii)  is not under the protection of a guardian appointed by a court under § 13-201(c) or § 13-
705 of the Estates and Trusts Article, except for cases in which the appointment of a guardian is 
solely a result of a physical disability; 
 
(xiii)  is not a respondent against whom: 
 
1.  a current non ex parte civil protective order has been entered under § 4-506 of the Family 
Law Article; or 
 
2.  an order for protection, as defined in § 4-508.1 of the Family Law Article, has been issued by 
a court of another state or a Native American tribe and is in effect; and 
 
(xiv)  if under the age of 30 years at the time of application, has not been adjudicated delinquent 
by a juvenile court for an act that would be a disqualifying crime if committed by an adult; and 
 
(4)  a copy of the applicant's handgun qualification license. 
 
(c)  Required warning. -- Each firearm application shall contain the following statement: "Any 
false information supplied or statement made in this application is a crime which may be 
punished by imprisonment for a period of not more than 3 years, or a fine of not more than 
$5,000, or both.". 
 
(d)  Firearm application of corporation. -- If the firearm applicant is a corporation, a corporate 
officer who is a resident of the State shall complete and execute the firearm application. 
 
Md. Code Ann., Pub. Safety § 5-133 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Restrictions on possession of regulated firearms  
 
(a)  Preemption by State. -- This section supersedes any restriction that a local jurisdiction in the 
State imposes on the possession by a private party of a regulated firearm, and the State preempts 
the right of any local jurisdiction to regulate the possession of a regulated firearm. 
 
(b)  Possession of regulated firearm prohibited. -- Subject to § 5-133.3 of this subtitle, a person 
may not possess a regulated firearm if the person: 
 
(1)  has been convicted of a disqualifying crime; 
 
(2)  has been convicted of a violation classified as a common law crime and received a term of 
imprisonment of more than 2 years; 
 
(3)  is a fugitive from justice; 
 
(4)  is a habitual drunkard; 
 
(5)  is addicted to a controlled dangerous substance or is a habitual user; 
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(6)  suffers from a mental disorder as defined in § 10-101(i)(2) of the Health - General Article 
and has a history of violent behavior against the person or another; 
 
(7)  has been found incompetent to stand trial under § 3-106 of the Criminal Procedure Article; 
 
(8)  has been found not criminally responsible under § 3-110 of the Criminal Procedure Article; 
 
(9)  has been voluntarily admitted for more than 30 consecutive days to a facility as defined in § 
10-101 of the Health - General Article; 
 
(10)  has been involuntarily committed to a facility as defined in § 10-101 of the Health - 
General Article; 
 
(11)  is under the protection of a guardian appointed by a court under § 13-201(c) or § 13-705 of 
the Estates and Trusts Article, except for cases in which the appointment of a guardian is solely a 
result of a physical disability; 
 
(12)  except as provided in subsection (e) of this section, is a respondent against whom: 
 
(i)  a current non ex parte civil protective order has been entered under § 4-506 of the Family 
Law Article; or 
 
(ii)  an order for protection, as defined in § 4-508.1 of the Family Law Article, has been issued 
by a court of another state or a Native American tribe and is in effect; or 
 
(13)  if under the age of 30 years at the time of possession, has been adjudicated delinquent by a 
juvenile court for an act that would be a disqualifying crime if committed by an adult. 
 
(c)  Penalty for possession by person convicted of crime of violence. --  
 
(1)  A person may not possess a regulated firearm if the person was previously convicted of: 
 
(i)  a crime of violence; 
 
(ii)  a violation of § 5-602, § 5-603, § 5-604, § 5-605, § 5-612, § 5-613, or § 5-614 of the 
Criminal Law Article; or 
 
(iii)  an offense under the laws of another state or the United States that would constitute one of 
the crimes listed in item (i) or (ii) of this paragraph if committed in this State. 
 
(2)  
 
(i)  Subject to paragraph (3) of this subsection, a person who violates this subsection is guilty of 
a felony and on conviction is subject to imprisonment for not less than 5 years and not exceeding 
15 years. 
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(ii)  The court may not suspend any part of the mandatory minimum sentence of 5 years. 
 
(iii)  Except as otherwise provided in § 4-305 of the Correctional Services Article, the person is 
not eligible for parole during the mandatory minimum sentence. 
 
(3)  At the time of the commission of the offense, if a period of more than 5 years has elapsed 
since the person completed serving the sentence for the most recent conviction under paragraph 
(1)(i) or (ii) of this subsection, including all imprisonment, mandatory supervision, probation, 
and parole: 
 
(i)  the imposition of the mandatory minimum sentence is within the discretion of the court; and 
 
(ii)  the mandatory minimum sentence may not be imposed unless the State's Attorney notifies 
the person in writing at least 30 days before trial of the State's intention to seek the mandatory 
minimum sentence. 
 
(4)  Each violation of this subsection is a separate crime. 
 
(d)  Possession by person under age of 21 years prohibited; exceptions. --  
 
(1)  Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, a person who is under the age of 21 
years may not possess a regulated firearm. 
 
(2)  Unless a person is otherwise prohibited from possessing a regulated firearm, this subsection 
does not apply to: 
 
(i)  the temporary transfer or possession of a regulated firearm if the person is: 
1. under the supervision of another who is at least 21 years old and who is not prohibited by State 
or federal law from possessing a firearm; and 
 
2.  acting with the permission of the parent or legal guardian of the transferee or person in 
possession; 
 
(ii)  the transfer by inheritance of title, and not of possession, of a regulated firearm; 
 
(iii)  a member of the armed forces of the United States or the National Guard while performing 
official duties; 
 
(iv)  the temporary transfer or possession of a regulated firearm if the person is: 
 
1.  participating in marksmanship training of a recognized organization; and 
2. under the supervision of a qualified instructor; 
 
(v)  a person who is required to possess a regulated firearm for employment and who holds a 
permit under Subtitle 3 of this title; or 
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(vi)  the possession of a firearm for self-defense or the defense of others against a trespasser into 
the residence of the person in possession or into a residence in which the person in possession is 
an invited guest. 
 
(e)  Exception if carrying civil protective order. -- This section does not apply to a respondent 
transporting a regulated firearm if the respondent is carrying a civil protective order requiring the 
surrender of the regulated firearm and: 
 
(1)  the regulated firearm is unloaded; 
 
(2)  the respondent has notified the law enforcement unit, barracks, or station that the regulated 
firearm is being transported in accordance with the civil protective order; and 
 
(3)  the respondent transports the regulated firearm directly to the law enforcement unit, 
barracks, or station. 
 
Md. Code Ann., Pub. Safety § 5-303 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Permit required  
  
A person shall have a permit issued under this subtitle before the person carries, wears, or 
transports a handgun. 
 
Md. Code Ann., Pub. Safety § 5-308 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Possession of permit required   
 
A person to whom a permit is issued or renewed shall carry the permit in the person's possession 
whenever the person carries, wears, or transports a handgun.  
 
Md. Code Ann., Pub. Safety § 5-314 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Carrying, wearing, or transporting handgun while under influence of alcohol or drugs   
 
(a) Prohibited. -- A person who holds a permit may not wear, carry, or transport a handgun while 
the person is under the influence of alcohol or drugs.  
 
(b) Penalty. -- A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is 
subject to imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or a fine not exceeding $1,000 or both. 
 
Md. Code Ann., Transp. § 5-426 (2015) 
Adoption of regulations 
 
(a) Regulations authorized. —  After holding a public hearing, the governing body of any 
publicly owned airport in this State may adopt regulations for: 
 
(1)  The parking of motor vehicles at the airport, including provision of a uniform system for 
accessible parking for individuals with disabilities to enhance the safety of people with 
disabilities in conformity with: 
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(i)  The “Uniform System for Parking for Persons With Disabilities” (23 C.F.R. Part 1235); 
 
(ii)  The “Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines for Buildings and Facilities” 
(Appendix A to 28 C.F.R. Part 36 and 36 C.F.R. Part 1191.1); and 
 
(iii)  14 C.F.R. Part 382.23(a); 
 
(2)  The movement of traffic at the airport; 
 
(3)  Safety at the airport; and 
 
(4)  The preservation of order at the airport. 
 
(b) Posting. —  All regulations adopted under this section shall be posted conspicuously in a 
public place at the airport. 
 
Md. Code Regs. 11.03.01.09 (2015) 
Airport Security 
 
A.  Restricted Areas. An individual entering any restricted area on the Airport requires the 
authorization of the Administration. 
 
B.  Security Regulations. 
 
(1)  Tampering or interfering with the lock or security access electronics of any door, window, 
gate, or other opening leading to the air operations area or any other restricted area at the Airport, 
or breaching any other security device is prohibited except under emergency conditions. 
 
(2)  Interference with security procedures or violation of security regulations or directives is 
prohibited. 
 
(3)  It is unlawful for an individual to knowingly and willingly enter an aircraft or an Airport 
restricted area including the air operations area, contrary to security requirements established by 
the federal government or the State. 
 
C.  Weapons. 
 
(1)  Weapons, except those properly packaged for shipment, are prohibited. 
 
(2)  Exceptions to § C(1) of this regulation are: 
 
(a)  Law enforcement officers of the federal government, of the State of Maryland, its political 
subdivisions, and of the Maryland Aviation Administration and any other State agency, if 
weapons are required in performance of their duties; 
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(b)  Enplaning and deplaning passengers authorized by 49 CFR § 1544.219 to carry weapons 
aboard aircraft; and 
 
(c)  Uniformed employees of licensed armored transport services under contract to any tenant of 
the Airport carrying handguns when actually transporting monies or valuables. 
 
(3)  Discharge of any weapon on the Airport except in the performance of official duties or in the 
lawful defense of life or property is prohibited. 
 
(4)  Furnishing, giving, selling, or trading any weapon or simulated weapon on the Airport is 
prohibited. Toys sold by Airport concessionaires and approved by the Administration are 
excepted from this regulation. 
 
D.  Personnel Identification. 
 
(1)  An individual entering the air operations area at the Airport shall display an authorized 
employee identification badge or be properly escorted by an individual displaying an authorized 
employee identification badge issued by the Administration. 
 
(2)  The identification badge shall be worn conspicuously on the outermost garments. 
 
(3)  The type of plastic laminate on the identification badge shall be such that, if tampered with, 
any photograph and identification card would be mutilated. 
 
(4)  If an identification badge is lost or stolen, the employee shall give prompt notice to the 
Airport Security Office. 
 
(5)  The employer shall collect immediately and forward to the Airport Security Office the 
identification badge of an employee upon the termination of employment. 
 
(6)  Identification badges are not transferable. 
 
(7)  An individual entering the air operations area shall insert the individual's identification 
badge or personal identification number, or both, in the appropriate reader. 
 
Massachusetts  
 
Mass. Const. amend. art. II, § 1  
Right of Local Self-Government 
 
It is the intention of this article to reaffirm the customary and traditional liberties of the people 
with respect to the conduct of their local government, and to grant and confirm to  the people of 
every city and town the right of self–government in local matters, subject to the provisions of 
this article and to such standards and requirements as the general court may establish by law in 
accordance with the provisions of this article. 
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Mass. Const. art. II, § 6 
Governmental Powers of Cities and Towns  
 
Any city or town may, by the adoption, amendment, or repeal of local ordinances or by–laws, 
exercise any power or function which the general court has power to confer upon it, which is not 
inconsistent with the constitution or laws enacted by the general court in conformity with powers 
reserved to the general court by section eight, and which is not denied, either expressly or by 
clear implication, to the city or town by its charter. This section shall apply to every city and 
town, whether or not it has adopted a charter pursuant to section three. 
 
Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 40 § 21 (LexisNexis 2015) 
By-laws of towns; purpose 
 
Towns may, for the purposes hereinafter named, make such ordinances and by-laws, not 
repugnant to law, as they may judge most conducive to their welfare, which shall be binding 
upon all inhabitants thereof and all persons within their limits. They may, except as herein 
provided, affix penalties for breaches thereof not exceeding three hundred dollars for each 
offense, which shall enure to the town or to such uses as it may direct. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of any special law to the contrary, fines shall be recovered by indictment or on 
complaint before a district court, or by noncriminal disposition in accordance with section 
twenty-one D.  
 
(1) For directing and managing their prudential affairs, preserving peace and good order, and 
maintaining their internal police.  
 
*** 
 
The penalty for a violation of an ordinance or by-law made under this section shall be not less 
than $100 nor more than $300 and shall provide for the removal of the vehicle in accordance 
with section 22D. This penalty shall not be a surchargeable offense under section 113B of 
chapter 175.  
 
Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 43B, § 13 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Exercise of Powers and Functions by Municipalities 
 
Any city or town may, by the adoption, amendment or repeal of local ordinances or by-laws, 
exercise any power or function which the general court has power to confer upon it, which is not 
inconsistent with the constitution or laws enacted by the general court in conformity with powers 
reserved to the general court by section 8 of Article LXXXIX of the Amendments to the 
Constitution and which is not denied, either expressly or by clear implication, to the city or town 
by its charter. Whenever appropriations, appointments, orders, regulations or other legislative or 
executive actions within the scope of any such ordinance or by-law are necessary in the exercise 
of any power or function authorized by such ordinance or by-law, any such actions which are to 
be taken by a city council or town meeting may be taken by ordinance, by-law, resolution, order 
or vote, and any such actions which are to be taken by executive officers may be taken in any 
appropriate manner, subject, however, as to both such categories, to all provisions of the 
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ordinance or by-law in question, the city or town charter, and other applicable law. Any 
requirement that an ordinance or by-law be entitled as such, or that it contain the word 
“ordained,” “enacted” or words of similar import shall not affect the validity of any action which 
is required to be taken by ordinance or by-law. Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
permit any city or town, by ordinance or by-law, to exercise any power or function which is 
inconsistent with any general law enacted by the general court before November eighth, nineteen 
hundred and sixty-six which applies alike to all cities, or to all towns, or to all cities and towns, 
or to a class of not fewer than two. No exercise of a power or function denied to the city or town, 
expressly or by clear implication, by special laws having the force of a charter under section nine 
of said Article, and no change in the composition, mode of election or appointment, or terms of 
office of the legislative body, the mayor or city manager or the board of selectmen or town 
manager, may be accomplished by by-law or ordinance. Such special laws may be made 
inapplicable, and such changes may be accomplished, only under procedures for the adoption, 
revision or amendment of a charter under this chapter. 
 
Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 90 § 51J (LexisNexis 2015) 
Rules and Regulations for Use of Municipal Airports; Public Safety 
 
An airport commission shall adopt rules and regulations for the use of municipal airports or for 
the safety of the public upon or beyond the limits of airports under its control, whether such 
airport facilities are within or without the territorial limits of the city or town. Such rules and 
regulations shall not be effective until approved by the Massachusetts aeronautics commission 
and published in the same manner that by–laws and ordinances are required to be published. 
Such rules and regulations shall conform to and be consistent with the laws of the 
commonwealth and the rules and regulations of the Massachusetts aeronautics commission, and 
shall not be inconsistent with or contrary to any act of the Congress of the United States relating 
to aeronautics or any regulations promulgated or standards established pursuant thereto. 
 
Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 90, § 61 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Logan Airport security zone; access; penalties 
 
(a)  Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to the contrary, as a matter of 
public safety and security, there is hereby created a security zone bordering the General Edward 
Lawrence Logan Airport that shall include the area between the mean high water line of said 
airport and a line measured 500 feet seaward of and parallel to said mean high water line from 
Wood Island Basin to the easterly end of Jeffries Cove as shown on a plan entitled “Plan of 
General Edward Lawrence Logan International Airport Security Zone” prepared by 
Massachusetts Port Authority Capital Programs Department, April 2002. 
 
(b)  No person, except authorized law enforcement or military personnel and authorized 
personnel of the authority, shall: (1) carry or otherwise possess a firearm, rifle, shotgun, assault 
weapon, ammunition, explosive device or material, or any hoax device as defined by section 
102A½ of chapter 266, within said security zone; (2) engage in any activity within said security 
zone that jeopardizes or may jeopardize the safety or security of any person or of the airport; or 
(3) enter said security zone or engage in any activity, including boating, anchoring, fishing, 
shell–fishing, hunting, swimming or other underwater activities, within said security zone, 
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except (i) as may be expressly permitted in writing by said authority; or (ii) with respect to shell–
fishing, as may be authorized by the department of marine fisheries within the security zone and 
in accordance with regulations or policies as may be promulgated by said department of marine 
fisheries in coordination with the authority, except in no event shall the total number of shell–
fishermen within said security zone exceed 50 and no person shall engage in shell–fishing within 
the security zone without prior notice provided by said department of marine fisheries to the 
authority setting forth (a) the number of shell–fishermen working within the security zone, (2) 
the time said fishermen will be working within the security zone, and (3) all other information as 
the Authority may reasonably require, or (iii) with respect to boating in the vicinity of Logan 
Airport, as may be clearly and conspicuously demarcated within said security zone by said 
authority to allow boats to travel through navigable waters within said security zone, provided 
that in no circumstance may any boat enter within 250 feet seaward of the mean high water line 
surrounding said airport. 
 
(c)  Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to the contrary, no person shall 
engage in shell–fishing within a regulated shell–fishing zone consisting of the security zone, as 
defined in subparagraph (a), and shell–fish beds located within the property of the authority, 
unless such person has registered with the authority to access the regulated shell–fishing zone in 
accordance with the provisions of this chapter. 
 
(d)  Within 7 days of the receipt of a completed application for registration to access the 
regulated shell–fishing zone, the authority may forward one copy of the application and one copy 
of the applicant’s fingerprints to the colonel of state police, who shall, within 14 days, advise the 
licensing authority, in writing, of any criminal record of the applicant arising from within or 
without the commonwealth. In searching for any history of the applicant, the authority or the 
colonel may utilize, or cause to be utilized, files maintained by the department of mental health, 
department of probation and statewide and nationwide criminal justice, warrant and protection 
order information systems and files including, but not limited to, the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System. If the information available to the authority or the colonel does not 
indicate that the applicant should be restricted from the regulated shell–fishing zone, the 
authority shall issue a registration card to the applicant within such 14 day period. 
 
(e)  The authority may not prescribe any other condition for the issuance of a registration card 
and shall, within 21 days from the date of application, either approve the application and issue 
the registration card or deny the application and notify the applicant of the reason for such denial 
in writing. 
 
(f)  Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be subject to immediate arrest 
and shall be punished by imprisonment in a house of correction for not more than 2 years or by a 
fine of not more than $25,000, or both. 
 
Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 140 § 129C (LexisNexis 2015) (effective until Jan 1, 2021) 
Firearm Identification Card; Restrictions on Possession, Transfer of Firearms; Reports; 
Persons and Uses Exempted from Provisions of Section; Purchases by Certain Exempt 
Persons 
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No person, other than a licensed dealer or one who has been issued a license to carry a pistol or 
revolver or an exempt person as hereinafter described, shall own or possess any firearm, rifle, 
shotgun or ammunition unless he has been issued a firearm identification card by the licensing 
authority pursuant to the provisions of section one hundred and twenty–nine B. 
 
No person shall sell, give away, loan or otherwise transfer a rifle or shotgun or ammunition other 
than (a) by operation of law, or (b) to an exempt person as hereinafter described, or (c) to a 
licensed dealer, or (d) to a person who displays his firearm identification card, or license to carry 
a pistol or revolver. 
 
A seller shall, within seven days, report all such transfers to the commissioner of the department 
of criminal justice information services according to the provisions set forth in section one 
hundred and twenty–eight A, and in the case of loss, theft or recovery of any firearm, rifle, 
shotgun or machine gun, a similar report shall be made forthwith to both the commissioner of the 
department of criminal justice information services and the licensing authority in the city or town 
where the owner resides. Whoever fails to report the loss or theft of a firearm, rifle, shotgun or 
machine gun or the recovery of a firearm, rifle, shotgun or machine gun previously reported lost 
or stolen to the commissioner of the department of criminal justice information services and the 
licensing authority in the city or town where the owner resides shall be punished by a fine of not 
less than $500 nor more than $1,000 for a first offense, by a fine of not less than $2,500 nor more 
than $7,500 for a second offense and by a fine of not less than $7,500 nor more than $10,000 or 
imprisonment for not less than 1 year nor more than 5 years, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment, for a third or subsequent offense. Failure to so report shall be a cause for 
suspension or permanent revocation of a person’s firearm identification card or license to carry 
firearms, or both. Notwithstanding this paragraph or any general or special law to the contrary, 
no person, who in good faith, reports a loss or theft under this paragraph for the first time shall 
be subject to suspension, revocation or be considered unsuitable under section 131 for the 
renewal of a lawfully held firearm identification card or license to carry firearms; provided, 
however, that persons reporting loss or theft under this paragraph or under section 129B on a 
second or subsequent occasion may be subject to suspension, revocation or be considered 
unsuitable under said section 131 for the renewal of a lawfully held firearm identification card or 
license to carry firearms. 
 
The provisions of this section shall not apply to the following exempted persons and uses: 
 
(a)  Any device used exclusively for signalling or distress use and required or recommended by 
the United States Coast Guard or the Interstate Commerce Commission, or for the firing of stud 
cartridges, explosive rivets or similar industrial ammunition; 
 
(b)  Federally licensed firearms manufacturers or wholesale dealers, or persons employed by 
them or by licensed dealers, or on their behalf, when possession of firearms, rifles or shotguns is 
necessary for manufacture, display, storage, transport, installation, inspection or testing; 
 
(c)  To a person voluntarily surrendering a firearm, rifle or shotgun and ammunition therefor to a 
licensing authority, the colonel of the state police or his designee if prior written notice has been 
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given by said person to the licensing authority or the colonel of the state police, stating the place 
and approximate time of said surrender; 
 
(d)  The regular and ordinary transport of firearms, rifles or shotguns as merchandise by any 
common carrier; 
 
(e)  Possession by retail customers for the purpose of firing at duly licensed target concessions at 
amusement parks, piers and similar locations, provided that the firearms, rifles or shotguns to be 
so used are firmly chained or affixed to the counter and that the proprietor is in possession of a 
firearm identification card or license to carry firearms; 
 
(f)  Possession of rifles and shotguns and ammunition therefor by nonresident hunters with valid 
nonresident hunting licenses during hunting season; 
 
(g)  Possession of rifles and shotguns and ammunition therefor by nonresidents while on a firing 
or shooting range; 
 
(h)  Possession of rifles and shotguns and ammunition therefor by nonresidents traveling in or 
through the commonwealth, providing that any rifles or shotguns are unloaded and enclosed in a 
case; 
 
(i)  Possession of rifles and shotguns by nonresidents while at a firearm showing or display 
organized by a regularly existing gun collectors’ club or association; 
 
(j)  Any resident of the commonwealth returning after having been absent from the 
commonwealth for not less than 180 consecutive days or any new resident moving into the 
commonwealth, with respect to any firearm, rifle or shotgun and any ammunition therefor then in 
his possession, for 60 days after such return or entry into the commonwealth. 
 
(k)  Any person under the age of fifteen with respect to the use of a rifle or shotgun by such 
person in hunting or target shooting, provided that such use is otherwise permitted by law and is 
under the immediate supervision of a person holding a firearm identification card or a license to 
carry firearms, or a duly commissioned officer, noncommissioned officer or enlisted member of 
the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force or Coast Guard, or the National Guard 
or military service of the commonwealth or reserve components thereof, while in the 
performance of his duty; 
 
(l)  The possession or utilization of any rifle or shotgun during the course of any television, 
movie, stage or other similar theatrical production, or by a professional photographer or writer 
for examination purposes in the pursuit of his profession, providing such possession or utilization 
is under the immediate supervision of a holder of a firearm identification card or a license to 
carry firearms; 
 
(m)  The temporary holding, handling or firing of a firearm for examination, trial or instruction 
in the presence of a holder of a license to carry firearms, or the temporary holding, handling or 
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firing of a rifle or shotgun for examination, trial or instruction in the presence of a holder of a 
firearm identification card, or where such holding, handling or firing is for a lawful purpose; 
 
(n)  The transfer of a firearm, rifle or shotgun upon the death of an owner to his heir or legatee 
shall be subject to the provisions of this section, provided that said heir or legatee shall within 
one hundred and eighty days of such transfer, obtain a firearm identification card or a license to 
carry firearms if not otherwise an exempt person who is qualified to receive such or apply to the 
licensing authority for such further limited period as may be necessary for the disposition of such 
firearm, rifle or shotgun; 
 
(o)  Persons in the military or other service of any state or of the United States, and police 
officers and other peace officers of any jurisdiction, in the performance of their official duty or 
when duly authorized to possess them; 
 
(p)  Carrying or possession by residents or nonresidents of so–called black powder rifles, 
shotguns, and ammunition therefor as described in such paragraphs (A) and (B) of the third 
paragraph of section 121, and the carrying or possession of conventional rifles, shotguns, and 
ammunition therefor by nonresidents who meet the requirements for such carrying or possession 
in the state in which they reside. 
 
(q)  [Stricken.] 
 
(r)  Possession by a veteran’s organization chartered by the Congress of the United States, 
chartered by the commonwealth or recognized as a nonprofit tax–exempt organization by the 
Internal Revenue Service and possession by the members of any such organization when on 
official parade duty or ceremonial occasions. 
 
(s)  Possession by federal, state and local historical societies, museums, and institutional 
collections open to the public, provided such firearms, rifles or shotguns are unloaded, properly 
housed and secured from unauthorized handling; 
 
(t)  the possession of firearms, rifles, shotguns, machine guns and ammunition, by banks or 
institutional lenders, or their agents, servants or employees, when the same are possessed as 
collateral for a secured commercial transaction or as a result of a default under a secured 
commercial transaction. 
 
(u)  Any nonresident who is eighteen years of age or older at the time of acquiring a rifle or 
shotgun from a licensed firearms dealer; provided, however, that such nonresident must hold a 
valid firearms license from his state of residence; provided, further, that the licensing 
requirements of such nonresident’s state of residence are as stringent as the requirements of the 
commonwealth for a firearm identification card, as determined by the colonel of the state police 
who shall, annually, publish a list of those states whose requirements comply with the provisions 
of this clause. 
 
Any person, exempted by clauses (o), (p) and (q), purchasing a rifle or shotgun or ammunition 
therefor shall submit to the seller such full and clear proof of identification, including shield 
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number, serial number, military or governmental order or authorization, military or other official 
identification, other state firearms license, or proof of nonresidence, as may be applicable. 
 
Nothing in this section shall permit the sale of rifles or shotguns or ammunition therefor to a 
minor under the age of eighteen in violation of section one hundred and thirty nor may any 
firearm be sold to a person under the age of 21 nor to any person who is not licensed to carry 
firearms under section one hundred and thirty–one unless he presents a valid firearm 
identification card and a permit to purchase issued under section one hundred and thirty–one A, 
or presents such permit to purchase and is a properly documented exempt person as hereinbefore 
described. 
 
Nothing in this section shall permit the sale or transfer of any large capacity rifle or shotgun or 
large capacity feeding device therefor to any person not in possession of a Class A or Class B 
license to carry firearms issued under section 131, or of any large capacity firearm or large 
capacity feeding device therefor to any person not in possession of a Class A license to carry 
firearms issued under section 131. 
 
The possession of a firearm identification card issued under section one hundred and twenty–
nine B shall not entitle any person to carry a firearm in violation of section ten of chapter two 
hundred and sixty–nine and, the possession of a firearm identification card issued under section 
129B shall not entitle any person to possess any large capacity rifle or shotgun or large capacity 
feeding device therefor in violation of subsection (m) of said section 10 of said chapter 269. 
 
Any person who, while not being within the limits of his own property or residence, or such 
person whose property or residence is under lawful search, and who is not exempt under this 
section, shall on demand of a police officer or other law enforcement officer, exhibit his license 
to carry firearms, or his firearm identification card or receipt for fee paid for such card, or, after 
January first, nineteen hundred and seventy, exhibit a valid hunting license issued to him which 
shall bear the number officially inscribed of such license to carry or card if any. Upon failure to 
do so such person may be required to surrender to such officer said firearm, rifle or shotgun 
which shall be taken into custody as under the provisions of section one hundred and twenty–
nine D, except that such firearm, rifle or shotgun shall be returned forthwith upon presentation 
within thirty days of said license to carry firearms, firearm identification card or receipt for fee 
paid for such card or hunting license as hereinbefore described. Any person subject to the 
conditions of this paragraph may, even though no firearm, rifle or shotgun was surrendered, be 
required to produce within thirty days said license to carry firearms, firearm identification card 
or receipt for fee paid for such card, or said hunting license, failing which the conditions of 
section one hundred and twenty–nine D will apply. Nothing in this section shall prevent any 
person from being prosecuted for any violation of this chapter. 
 
Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 140 § 131 (LexisNexis 2015) (effective until Jan.1, 2021) 
Licenses to carry firearms; Class A and B; conditions and restrictions 
  
All licenses to carry firearms shall be designated Class A or Class B, and the issuance and 
possession of any such license shall be subject to the following conditions and restrictions:  
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(a) A Class A license shall entitle a holder thereof to purchase, rent, lease, borrow, possess and 
carry:  
 
(i) firearms, including large capacity firearms, and feeding devices and ammunition therefor, for 
all lawful purposes, subject to such restrictions relative to the possession, use or carrying of 
firearms as the licensing authority deems proper; and  
 
(ii) rifles and shotguns, including large capacity weapons, and feeding devices and ammunition 
therefor, for all lawful purposes; provided, however, that the licensing authority may impose 
such restrictions relative to the possession, use or carrying of large capacity rifles and shotguns 
as it deems proper. A violation of a restriction imposed by the licensing authority under the 
provisions of this paragraph shall be cause for suspension or revocation and shall, unless 
otherwise provided, be punished by a fine of not less than $1,000 nor more than $10,000; 
provided, however, that the provisions of section 10 of chapter 269 shall not apply to such 
violation.  
 
The colonel of state police may, after an investigation, grant a Class A license to a club or 
facility with an on-site shooting range or gallery, which club is incorporated under the laws of 
the commonwealth for the possession, storage and use of large capacity weapons, ammunition 
therefor and large capacity feeding devices for use with such weapons on the premises of such 
club; provided, however, that not less than one shareholder of such club shall be qualified and 
suitable to be issued such license; and provided further, that such large capacity weapons and 
ammunition feeding devices may be used under such Class A club license only by such members 
that possess a valid firearm identification card issued under section 129B or a valid Class A or 
Class B license to carry firearms, or by such other persons that the club permits while under the 
direct supervision of a certified firearms safety instructor or club member who, in the case of a 
large capacity firearm, possesses a valid Class A license to carry firearms or, in the case of a 
large capacity rifle or shotgun, possesses a valid Class A or Class B license to carry firearms. 
Such club shall not permit shooting at targets that depict human figures, human effigies, human 
silhouettes or any human images thereof, except by public safety personnel performing in line 
with their official duties.  
 
No large capacity weapon or large capacity feeding device shall be removed from the premises 
except for the purposes of:  
 
transferring such firearm or feeding device to a licensed dealer;  
 
transporting such firearm or feeding device to a licensed gunsmith for repair;  
 
(iii) target, trap or skeet shooting on the premises of another club incorporated under the laws of 
the commonwealth and for transporting thereto;  
 
(iv) attending an exhibition or educational project or event that is sponsored by, conducted under 
the supervision of or approved by a public law enforcement agency or a nationally or state 
recognized entity that promotes proficiency in or education about semiautomatic weapons and 
for transporting thereto and therefrom;  
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(v) hunting in accordance with the provisions of chapter 131; or  
 
(vi) surrendering such firearm or feeding device under the provisions of section 129D. Any large 
capacity weapon or large capacity feeding device kept on the premises of a lawfully incorporated 
shooting club shall, when not in use, be secured in a locked container, and shall be unloaded 
during any lawful transport. The clerk or other corporate officer of such club shall annually file a 
report with the colonel of state police and the commissioner of the department of criminal justice 
information services listing all large capacity weapons and large capacity feeding devices owned 
or possessed under such license. The colonel of state police or his designee, shall have the right 
to inspect all firearms owned or possessed by such club upon request during regular business 
hours and said colonel may revoke or suspend a club license for a violation of any provision of 
this chapter or chapter 269 relative to the ownership, use or possession of large capacity weapons 
or large capacity feeding devices.  
 
(b) A Class B license shall entitle a holder thereof to purchase, rent, lease, borrow, possess and 
carry: (i) non-large capacity firearms and feeding devices and ammunition therefor, for all lawful 
purposes, subject to such restrictions relative to the possession, use or carrying of such firearm as 
the licensing authority deems proper; provided, however, that a Class B license shall not entitle 
the holder thereof to carry or possess a loaded firearm in a concealed manner in any public way 
or place; and provided further, that a Class B license shall not entitle the holder thereof to 
possess a large capacity firearm, except under a Class A club license issued under this section or 
under the direct supervision of a holder of a valid Class A license at an incorporated shooting 
club or licensed shooting range; and (ii) rifles and shotguns, including large capacity rifles and 
shotguns, and feeding devices and ammunition therefor, for all lawful purposes; provided, 
however, that the licensing authority may impose such restrictions relative to the possession, use 
or carrying of large capacity rifles and shotguns as he deems proper. A violation of a restriction 
provided under this paragraph, or a restriction imposed by the licensing authority under the 
provisions of this paragraph, shall be cause for suspension or revocation and shall, unless 
otherwise provided, be punished by a fine of not less than $1,000 nor more than $10,000; 
provided, however, that the provisions of section 10 of chapter 269 shall not apply to such 
violation.  
 
A Class B license shall not be a valid license for the purpose of complying with any provision 
under this chapter governing the purchase, sale, lease, rental or transfer of any weapon or 
ammunition feeding device if such weapon is a large capacity firearm or if such ammunition 
feeding device is a large capacity feeding device for use with a large capacity firearm, both as 
defined in section 121.  
 
(c) Either a Class A or Class B license shall be valid for the purpose of owning, possessing, 
purchasing and transferring non-large capacity rifles and shotguns, and for purchasing and 
possessing chemical mace, pepper spray or other similarly propelled liquid, gas or powder 
designed to temporarily incapacitate, consistent with the entitlements conferred by a firearm 
identification card issued under section 129B.  
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(d) Any person residing or having a place of business within the jurisdiction of the licensing 
authority or any law enforcement officer employed by the licensing authority or any person 
residing in an area of exclusive federal jurisdiction located within a city or town may submit to 
such licensing authority or the colonel of state police, an application for a Class A or Class B 
license to carry firearms, or renewal of the same, which such licensing authority or said colonel 
may issue if it appears that the applicant is a suitable person to be issued such license, and that 
the applicant has good reason to fear injury to his person or property, or for any other reason, 
including the carrying of firearms for use in sport or target practice only, subject to such 
restrictions expressed or authorized under this section, unless the applicant:  
 
(i) has, in any state or federal jurisdiction, been convicted or adjudicated a youthful offender or 
delinquent child for the commission of (a) a felony; (b) a misdemeanor punishable by 
imprisonment for more than two years; (c) a violent crime as defined in section 121; (d) a 
violation of any law regulating the use, possession, ownership, transfer, purchase, sale, lease, 
rental, receipt or transportation of weapons or ammunition for which a term of imprisonment 
may be imposed; or (e) a violation of any law regulating the use, possession or sale of controlled 
substances as defined in section 1 of chapter 94C;  
 
(ii) has been confined to any hospital or institution for mental illness, unless the applicant 
submits with his application an affidavit of a registered physician attesting that such physician is 
familiar with the applicant’s mental illness and that in such physician’s opinion the applicant is 
not disabled by such an illness in a manner that should prevent such applicant from possessing a 
firearm;  
 
(iii) is or has been under treatment for or confinement for drug addiction or habitual 
drunkenness, unless such applicant is deemed to be cured of such condition by a licensed 
physician, and such applicant may make application for such license after the expiration of five 
years from the date of such confinement or treatment and upon presentment of an affidavit issued 
by such physician stating that such physician knows the applicant’s history of treatment and that 
in such physician’s opinion the applicant is deemed cured;  
 
(iv) is at the time of the application less than 21 years of age;  
 
(v) is an alien;  
 
(vi) is currently subject to: (A) an order for suspension or surrender issued pursuant to section 3B 
or 3C of chapter 209A or a similar order issued by another jurisdiction; or (B) a permanent or 
temporary protection order issued pursuant to chapter 209A or a similar order issued by another 
jurisdiction; or  
 
(vii) is currently the subject of an outstanding arrest warrant in any state or federal jurisdiction.  
 
(e) Within seven days of the receipt of a completed application for a license to carry or possess 
firearms, or renewal of same, the licensing authority shall forward one copy of the application 
and one copy of the applicant’s fingerprints to the colonel of state police, who shall within 30 
days advise the licensing authority, in writing, of any disqualifying criminal record of the 
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applicant arising from within or without the commonwealth and whether there is reason to 
believe that the applicant is disqualified for any of the foregoing reasons from possessing a 
license to carry or possess firearms. In searching for any disqualifying history of the applicant, 
the colonel shall utilize, or cause to be utilized, files maintained by the department of probation 
and statewide and nationwide criminal justice, warrant and protection order information systems 
and files including, but not limited to, the National Instant Criminal Background Check System.  
The colonel shall inquire of the commissioner of the department of mental health relative to 
whether the applicant is disqualified from being so licensed. If the information available to the 
colonel does not indicate that the possession of a firearm or large capacity firearm by the 
applicant would be in violation of state or federal law, he shall certify such fact, in writing, to the 
licensing authority within said 30 day period.  
 
The licensing authority may also make inquiries concerning the applicant to: (i) the 
commissioner of the department of criminal justice information services relative to any 
disqualifying condition and records of purchases, sales, rentals, leases and transfers of weapons 
or ammunition concerning the applicant; (ii) the commissioner of probation relative to any 
record contained within the department of probation or the statewide domestic violence record 
keeping system concerning the applicant; and (iii) the commissioner of the department of mental 
health relative to whether the applicant is a suitable person to possess firearms or is not a suitable 
person to possess firearms. The director or commissioner to whom the licensing authority makes 
such inquiry shall provide prompt and full cooperation for that purpose in any investigation of 
the applicant.  
 
The licensing authority shall, within 40 days from the date of application, either approve the 
application and issue the license or deny the application and notify the applicant of the reason for 
such denial in writing; provided, however, that no such license shall be issued unless the colonel 
has certified, in writing, that the information available to him does not indicate that the 
possession of a firearm or large capacity firearm by the applicant would be in violation of state 
or federal law.  
 
(f) A license issued under this section shall be revoked or suspended by the licensing authority, 
or his designee, upon the occurrence of any event that would have disqualified the holder from 
being issued such license or from having such license renewed. A license may be revoked or 
suspended by the licensing authority if it appears that the holder is no longer a suitable person to 
possess such license. Any revocation or suspension of a license shall be in writing and shall state 
the reasons therefor. Upon revocation or suspension, the licensing authority shall take possession 
of such license and the person whose license is so revoked or suspended shall take all actions 
required under the provisions of section 129D. No appeal or post-judgment motion shall operate 
to stay such revocation or suspension. Notices of revocation and suspension shall be forwarded 
to the commissioner of the department of criminal justice information services and the 
commissioner of probation and shall be included in the criminal justice information system. A 
revoked or suspended license may be reinstated only upon the termination of all disqualifying 
conditions, if any.  
 
Any applicant or holder aggrieved by a denial, revocation or suspension of a license, unless a 
hearing has previously been held pursuant to chapter 209A, may, within either 90 days after 
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receiving notice of such denial, revocation or suspension or within 90 days after the expiration of 
the time limit during which the licensing authority is required to respond to the applicant, file a 
petition to obtain judicial review in the district court having jurisdiction in the city or town 
wherein the applicant filed for, or was issued, such license. A justice of such court, after a 
hearing, may direct that a license be issued or reinstated to the petitioner if such justice finds that 
there was no reasonable ground for denying, suspending or revoking such license and that the 
petitioner is not prohibited by law from possessing same. 
 
(g) A license shall be in a standard form provided by the executive director of the criminal 
history systems board in a size and shape equivalent to that of a license to operate motor vehicles 
issued by the registry of motor vehicles pursuant to section 8 of chapter 90 and shall contain a 
license number which shall clearly indicate whether such number identifies a Class A or Class B 
license, the name, address, photograph, fingerprint, place and date of birth, height, weight, hair 
color, eye color and signature of the licensee. Such license shall be marked “License to Carry 
Firearms” and shall clearly indicate whether the license is Class A or Class B. The application 
for such license shall be made in a standard form provided by the executive director of the 
criminal history systems board, which form shall require the applicant to affirmatively state 
under the pains and penalties of perjury that such applicant is not disqualified on any of the 
grounds enumerated above from being issued such license. 
 
(h) Any person who knowingly files an application containing false information shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than $500 nor more than $1,000 or by imprisonment for not less 
than six months nor more than two years in a house of correction, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment.  
 
(i) A license to carry or possess firearms shall be valid, unless revoked or suspended, for a period 
of not more than 6 years from the date of issue and shall expire on the anniversary of the 
licensee’s date of birth occurring not less than 5 years but not more than 6 years from the date of 
issue, except that if the licensee applied for renewal before the license expired, the license shall 
remain valid for a period of 90 days beyond the stated expiration date on the license, unless the 
application for renewal is denied if the licensee is on active duty with the armed forces of the 
United States on the expiration date of his license, the license shall remain valid until the 
licensee is released from active duty and for a period of not less than 90 days following such 
release. Any renewal thereof shall expire on the anniversary of the licensee’s date of birth 
occurring not less than 5 years but not more than 6 years from the effective date of such license. 
Any license issued to an applicant born on February 29 shall expire on March 1. The fee for the 
application shall be $100, which shall be payable to the licensing authority and shall not be 
prorated or refunded in case of revocation or denial. The licensing authority shall retain $25 of 
the fee; $50 of the fee shall be deposited into the general fund of the commonwealth and not less 
than $50,000 of the funds deposited into the General Fund shall be allocated to the Firearm 
Licensing Review Board, established in section 130B, for its operations and that any funds not 
expended by said board for its operations shall revert back to the General Fund; and $25 of the 
fee shall be deposited in the Firearms Fingerprint Identity Verification Trust Fund. For law 
enforcement officials, or local, state, or federal government entities acting on their behalf, the fee 
for the application shall be set at $25, which shall be payable to the licensing authority and shall 
not be prorated or refunded in case of revocation or denial. The licensing authority shall retain 
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$12.50 of the fee, and $12.50 of the fee shall be deposited into the general fund of the 
commonwealth. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, licensing authorities 
shall deposit such portion of the license application fee into the Firearms Record Keeping Fund 
quarterly, not later than January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1 of each year. Notwithstanding 
any general or special law to the contrary, licensing authorities shall deposit quarterly such 
portion of the license application fee as is to be deposited into the General Fund, not later than 
January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1 of each year. For the purposes of section 10 of chapter 
269, an expired license to carry firearms shall be deemed to be valid for a period not to exceed 
90 days beyond the stated date of expiration, unless such license to carry firearms has been 
revoked.  
 
Any person over the age of 70 and any law enforcement officer applying for a license to carry 
firearms through his employing agency shall be exempt from the requirement of paying a 
renewal fee for a Class A or Class B license to carry. 
 
(j)(1) No license shall be required for the carrying or possession of a firearm known as a 
detonator and commonly used on vehicles as a signaling and marking device, when carried or 
possessed for such signaling or marking purposes.  
 
(2) No license to carry shall be required for the possession of an unloaded large capacity rifle or 
shotgun or an unloaded feeding device therefor by a veteran’s organization chartered by the 
Congress of the United States, chartered by the commonwealth or recognized as a nonprofit tax-
exempt organization by the Internal Revenue Service, or by the members of any such 
organization when on official parade duty or during ceremonial occasions. For purposes of this 
subparagraph, an “unloaded large capacity rifle or shotgun” and an “unloaded feeding device 
therefor” shall include any large capacity rifle, shotgun or feeding device therefor loaded with a 
blank cartridge or blank cartridges, so-called, which contain no projectile within such blank or 
blanks or within the bore or chamber of such large capacity rifle or shotgun.  
 
(k) Whoever knowingly issues a license in violation of this section shall be punished by a fine of 
not less than $500 nor more than $1,000 or by imprisonment for not less than six months nor 
more than two years in a jail or house of correction, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
  
(l) The executive director of the criminal history systems board shall send electronically or by 
first class mail to the holder of each such license to carry firearms, a notice of the expiration of 
such license not less than 90 days prior to such expiration and shall enclose therein a form for the 
renewal of such license. The taking of fingerprints shall not be required in issuing the renewal of 
a license if the renewal applicant’s fingerprints are on file with the department of the state police. 
Any licensee shall notify, in writing, the licensing authority who issued said license, the chief of 
police into whose jurisdiction the licensee moves and the executive director of the criminal 
history systems board of any change of address. Such notification shall be made by certified mail 
within 30 days of its occurrence. Failure to so notify shall be cause for revocation or suspension 
of said license. The commissioner of criminal justice information services shall provide 
electronic notice of expiration only upon the request of a cardholder. A request for electronic 
notice of expiration shall be forwarded to the department on a form furnished by the 
commissioner. Any electronic address maintained by the department for the purpose of providing 
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electronic notice of expiration shall be considered a firearms record and shall not be disclosed 
except as provided in section 10 of chapter 66.  
 
(m) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 10 of chapter 269, any person in possession of a 
firearm, rifle or shotgun whose license issued under this section is invalid for the sole reason that 
it has expired, meaning after 90 days beyond the stated expiration date on the license, but who 
shall not be disqualified from renewal upon application therefor under this section, shall be 
subject to a civil fine of not less than $500 nor more than $5,000 and the provisions of section 10 
of chapter 269 shall not apply; provided, however, that the exemption from the provisions of said 
section 10 of said chapter 269 provided herein shall not apply if: (i) such license has been 
revoked or suspended, unless such revocation or suspension was caused by failure to give notice 
of a change of address as required under this section; (ii) revocation or suspension of such 
license is pending, unless such revocation or suspension was caused by failure to give notice of a 
change of address as required under this section; or (iii) an application for renewal of such 
license has been denied. Any law enforcement officer who discovers a person to be in possession 
of a firearm, rifle or shotgun after such person’s license has expired, meaning after 90 days 
beyond the stated expiration date on the license, has been revoked or suspended, solely for 
failure to give notice of a change of address, shall confiscate such firearm, rifle or shotgun and 
the expired or suspended license then in possession and such officer, shall forward such license 
to the licensing authority by whom it was issued as soon as practicable. The officer shall, at the 
time of confiscation, provide to the person whose firearm, rifle or shotgun has been confiscated, 
a written inventory and receipt for all firearms, rifles or shotguns confiscated and the officer and 
his employer shall exercise due care in the handling, holding and storage of these items. Any 
confiscated weapon shall be returned to the owner upon the renewal or reinstatement of such 
expired or suspended license within one year of such confiscation or may be otherwise disposed 
of in accordance with the provisions of section 129D. The provisions of this paragraph shall not 
apply if such person has a valid license to carry firearms issued under section 131F.  
 
(n) Upon issuance of a license to carry or possess firearms under this section, the licensing 
authority shall forward a copy of such approved application and license to the executive director 
of the criminal history systems board, who shall inform the licensing authority forthwith of the 
existence of any disqualifying condition discovered or occurring subsequent to the issuance of a 
license under this section.  
 
(o) No person shall be issued a license to carry or possess a machine gun in the commonwealth, 
except that a licensing authority or the colonel of state police may issue a machine gun license 
to:  
 
(i) a firearm instructor certified by the municipal police training committee for the sole purpose 
of firearm instruction to police personnel;  
 
(ii) a bona fide collector of firearms upon application or upon application for renewal of such 
license.  
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(p) The executive director of the criminal history systems board shall promulgate regulations in 
accordance with chapter 30A to establish criteria for persons who shall be classified as bona fide 
collectors of firearms.  
 
(q) Nothing in this section shall authorize the purchase, possession or transfer of any weapon, 
ammunition or feeding device that is, or in such manner that is, prohibited by state or federal 
law.  
 
(r) The secretary of the executive office of public safety or his designee may promulgate 
regulations to carry out the purposes of this section.  
 
Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 140 § 131A (2015)  
Permits to purchase, rent or lease firearms, or to purchase ammunition; fee; penalties 
 
A licensing authority under section one hundred and thirty-one, upon the application of a person 
qualified to be granted a license thereunder by such authority, may grant to such a person, other 
than a minor, a permit to purchase, rent or lease a firearm if it appears that such purchase, rental 
or lease is for a proper purpose, and may revoke such permit at will. The colonel of the state 
police or a person authorized by him, upon the application of a person licensed under section one 
hundred and thirty-one F, may grant to such licensee, other than a minor, a permit to purchase, 
rent or lease a firearm, rifle or shotgun, or to purchase ammunition therefor, if it appears that 
such purchase, rental or lease is for a proper purpose, and may revoke such permit at will. Such 
permits shall be issued on forms furnished by the commissioner of the department of criminal 
justice information services shall be valid for not more than ten days after issue, and a copy of 
every such permit so issued shall within one week thereafter be sent to the said executive 
director. The licensing authority may impose such restrictions relative to the caliber and capacity 
of the firearm to be purchased, rented or leased as he deems proper. Whoever knowingly issues a 
permit in violation of this section shall be punished by a fine of not less than five hundred nor 
more than one thousand dollars and by imprisonment for not less than six months nor more than 
two years in a jail or house of correction.  
 
The fee for the permits shall be $100, which shall be payable to the licensing authority and shall 
not be prorated or refunded in case of revocation or denial. The licensing authority shall retain 
$25 of the fee; $50 of the fee shall be deposited into the general fund of the commonwealth; and 
$25 of the fee shall be deposited in the Firearms Fingerprint Identity Verification Trust Fund.  
 
Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 140 § 131C (LexisNexis 2015)(effective until Jan 1, 2021) 
Carrying of Firearms in a Vehicle 
 
(a) No person carrying a loaded firearm under a Class A license issued under section 131 or 
131F shall carry the same in a vehicle unless such firearm while carried therein is under the 
direct control of such person. Whoever violates the provisions of this subsection shall be 
punished by a fine of $500.  
 
(b) No person carrying a firearm under a Class B license issued under section 131 or 131F shall 
possess the same in a vehicle unless such weapon is unloaded and contained within the locked 
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trunk of such vehicle or in a locked case or other secure container. Whoever violates the 
provisions of this subsection shall be punished by a fine of $500.  
 
(c) No person possessing a large capacity rifle or shotgun under a Class A or Class B license 
issued under section 131 or 131F shall possess the same in a vehicle unless such weapon is 
unloaded and contained within the locked trunk of such vehicle or in a locked case or other 
secure container. Whoever violates the provisions of this subsection shall be punished by a fine 
of not less than $500 nor more than $5,000.  
 
(d) The provisions of this section shall not apply to (i) any officer, agent or employee of the 
commonwealth or any state or the United States; (ii) any member of the military or other service 
of any state or of the United States; (iii) any duly authorized law enforcement officer, agent or 
employee of any municipality of the commonwealth; provided, however, that any such person 
described in clauses (i) to (iii), inclusive, is authorized by a competent authority to carry or 
possess the weapon so carried or possessed and is acting within the scope of his duties.  
 
(e) A conviction of a violation of this section shall be reported forthwith by the court or 
magistrate to the licensing authority who shall immediately revoke the card or license of the 
person so convicted. No new such card or license may be issued to any such person until one 
year after the date of revocation.  
       
Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 269 § 10 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Carrying dangerous weapons; possession of machine gun or sawed-off shotguns; possession 
of large capacity weapon or large capacity feeding device; punishment 
  
(a) Whoever, except as provided or exempted by statute, knowingly has in his possession; or 
knowingly has under his control in a vehicle; a firearm, loaded or unloaded, as defined in section 
one hundred and twenty-one of chapter one hundred and forty without either:  
 
(1) being present in or on his residence or place of business; or  
 
(2) having in effect a license to carry firearms issued under section one hundred and thirty-one of 
chapter one hundred and forty; or  
 
(3) having in effect a license to carry firearms issued under section one hundred and thirty-one F 
of chapter one hundred and forty; or  
 
(4) having complied with the provisions of sections one hundred and twenty-nine C and one 
hundred and thirty-one G of chapter one hundred and forty; or  
 
(5) having complied as to possession of an air rifle or BB gun with the requirements imposed by 
section twelve B; and whoever knowingly has in his possession; or knowingly has under control 
in a vehicle; a rifle or shotgun, loaded or unloaded, without either:  
 
(1) being present in or on his residence or place of business; or  
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(2) having in effect a license to carry firearms issued under section one hundred and thirty-one of 
chapter one hundred and forty; or  
 
(3) having in effect a license to carry firearms issued under section one hundred and thirty-one F 
of chapter one hundred and forty; or  
 
(4) having in effect a firearms identification card issued under section one hundred and twenty-
nine B of chapter one hundred and forty; or  
 
(5) having complied with the requirements imposed by section one hundred and twenty-nine C of 
chapter one hundred and forty upon ownership or possession of rifles and shotguns; or  
 
(6) having complied as to possession of an air rifle or BB gun with the requirements imposed by 
section twelve B; shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not less than two and 
one-half years nor more than five years, or for not less than 18 months nor more than two and 
one-half years in a jail or house of correction. The sentence imposed on such person shall not be 
reduced to less than 18 months, nor suspended, nor shall any person convicted under this 
subsection be eligible for probation, parole, work release, or furlough or receive any deduction 
from his sentence for good conduct until he shall have served 18 months of such sentence; 
provided, however, that the commissioner of correction may on the recommendation of the 
warden, superintendent, or other person in charge of a correctional institution, grant to an 
offender committed under this subsection a temporary release in the custody of an officer of such 
institution for the following purposes only: to attend the funeral of a relative; to visit a critically 
ill relative; or to obtain emergency medical or psychiatric service unavailable at said institution. 
Prosecutions commenced under this subsection shall neither be continued without a finding nor 
placed on file. No person having in effect a license to carry firearms for any purpose, issued 
under section one hundred and thirty-one or section one hundred and thirty-one F of chapter one 
hundred and forty shall be deemed to be in violation of this section.  
 
The provisions of section eighty-seven of chapter two hundred and seventy-six shall not apply to 
any person seventeen years of age or older, charged with a violation of this subsection, or to any 
child between ages fourteen and seventeen so charged, if the court is of the opinion that the 
interests of the public require that he should be tried as an adult for such offense instead of being 
dealt with as a child.  
 
The provisions of this subsection shall not affect the licensing requirements of section one 
hundred and twenty-nine C of chapter one hundred and forty which require every person not 
otherwise duly licensed or exempted to have been issued a firearms identification card in order to 
possess a firearm, rifle or shotgun in his residence or place of business.  
 
(b) Whoever, except as provided by law, carries on his person, or carries on his person or under 
his control in a vehicle, any stiletto, dagger or a device or case which enables a knife with a 
locking blade to be drawn at a locked position, any ballistic knife, or any knife with a detachable 
blade capable of being propelled by any mechanism, dirk knife, any knife having a double-edged 
blade, or a switch knife, or any knife having an automatic spring release device by which the 
blade is released from the handle, having a blade of over one and one-half inches, or a slung 
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shot, blowgun, blackjack, metallic knuckles or knuckles of any substance which could be put to 
the same use with the same or similar effect as metallic knuckles, nunchaku, zoobow, also 
known as klackers or kung fu sticks, or any similar weapon consisting of two sticks of wood, 
plastic or metal connected at one end by a length of rope, chain, wire or leather, a shuriken or 
any similar pointed starlike object intended to injure a person when thrown, or any armband, 
made with leather which has metallic spikes, points or studs or any similar device made from any 
other substance or a cestus or similar material weighted with metal or other substance and worn 
on the hand, or a manrikigusari or similar length of chain having weighted ends; or whoever, 
when arrested upon a warrant for an alleged crime, or when arrested while committing a breach 
or disturbance of the public peace, is armed with or has on his person, or has on his person or 
under his control in a vehicle, a billy or other dangerous weapon other than those herein 
mentioned and those mentioned in paragraph (a), shall be punished by imprisonment for not less 
than two and one-half years nor more than five years in the state prison, or for not less than six 
months nor more than two and one-half years in a jail or house of correction, except that, if the 
court finds that the defendant has not been previously convicted of a felony, he may be punished 
by a fine of not more than fifty dollars or by imprisonment for not more than two and one-half 
years in a jail or house of correction.  
 
(c) Whoever, except as provided by law, possesses a machine gun, as defined in section one 
hundred and twenty-one of chapter one hundred and forty, without permission under section one 
hundred and thirty-one of said chapter one hundred and forty; or whoever owns, possesses or 
carries on his person, or carries on his person or under his control in a vehicle, a sawed-off 
shotgun, as defined in said section one hundred and twenty-one of said chapter one hundred and 
forty, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for life, or for any term of years 
provided that any sentence imposed under the provisions of this paragraph shall be subject to the 
minimum requirements of paragraph (a).  
 
(d) Whoever, after having been convicted of any of the offenses set forth in paragraph (a), (b) or 
(c) commits a like offense or any other of the said offenses, shall be punished by imprisonment 
in the state prison for not less than five years nor more than seven years; for a third such offense, 
by imprisonment in the state prison for not less than seven years nor more than ten years; and for 
a fourth such offense, by imprisonment in the state prison for not less than ten years nor more 
than fifteen years. The sentence imposed upon a person, who after a conviction of an offense 
under paragraph (a), (b) or (c) commits the same or a like offense, shall not be suspended, nor 
shall any person so sentenced be eligible for probation or receive any deduction from his 
sentence for good conduct.  
 
(e) Upon conviction of a violation of this section, the firearm or other article shall, unless 
otherwise ordered by the court, be confiscated by the commonwealth. The firearm or article so 
confiscated shall, by the authority of the written order of the court be forwarded by common 
carrier to the colonel of the state police, who, upon receipt of the same, shall notify said court or 
justice thereof. Said colonel may sell or destroy the same, except that any firearm which may not 
be lawfully sold in the commonwealth shall be destroyed, and in the case of a sale, after paying 
the cost of forwarding the article, shall pay over the net proceeds to the commonwealth.  
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(f) The court shall, if the firearm or other article was lost by or stolen from the person lawfully in 
possession of it, order its return to such person.  
 
(g) Whoever, within this commonwealth, produces for sale, delivers or causes to be delivered, 
orders for delivery, sells or offers for sale, or fails to keep records regarding, any rifle or shotgun 
without complying with the requirement of a serial number, as provided in section one hundred 
and twenty-nine B of chapter one hundred and forty, shall for the first offense be punished by 
confinement in a jail or house of correction for not more than two and one-half years, or by a fine 
of not more than five hundred dollars.  
 
(h)(1) Whoever owns, possesses or transfers a firearm, rifle, shotgun or ammunition without 
complying with the provisions of section 129C of chapter 140 shall be punished by 
imprisonment in a jail or house of correction for not more than 2 years or by a fine of not more 
than $500. Whoever commits a second or subsequent violation of this paragraph shall be 
punished by imprisonment in a house of correction for not more than 2 years or by a fine of not 
more than $1,000, or both. Any officer authorized to make arrests may arrest without a warrant 
any person whom the officer has probable cause to believe has violated this paragraph.  
 
(2) Any person who leaves a firearm, rifle, shotgun or ammunition unattended with the intent to 
transfer possession of such firearm, rifle, shotgun or ammunition to any person not licensed 
under section 129C of chapter 140 or section 131 of chapter 140 for the purpose of committing a 
crime or concealing a crime shall be punished by imprisonment in a house of correction for not 
more than 21/2 years or in state prison for not more than 5 years.  
 
(i) Whoever knowingly fails to deliver or surrender a revoked or suspended license to carry or 
possess firearms or machine guns issued under the provisions of section one hundred and thirty-
one or one hundred and thirty-one F of chapter one hundred and forty, or firearm identification 
card, or receipt for the fee for such card, or a firearm, rifle, shotgun or machine gun, as provided 
in section one hundred and twenty-nine D of chapter one hundred and forty, unless an appeal is 
pending, shall be punished by imprisonment in a jail or house of correction for not more than two 
and one-half years or by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars.  
 
(j) Whoever, not being a law enforcement officer, and notwithstanding any license obtained by 
him under the provisions of chapter one hundred and forty, carries on his person a firearm as 
hereinafter defined, loaded or unloaded or other dangerous weapon in any building or on the 
grounds of any elementary or secondary school, college or university without the written 
authorization of the board or officer in charge of such elementary or secondary school, college or 
university shall be punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment 
for not more than one year, or both. For the purpose of this paragraph, “firearm” shall mean any 
pistol, revolver, rifle or smoothbore arm from which a shot, bullet or pellet can be discharged by 
whatever means. Any officer in charge of an elementary or secondary school, college or 
university or any faculty member or administrative officer of an elementary or secondary school, 
college or university failing to report violations of this paragraph shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars.  
[There is no paragraph (k).]  
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(l) The provisions of this section shall be fully applicable to any person proceeded against under 
section seventy-five of chapter one hundred and nineteen and convicted under section eighty-
three of chapter one hundred and nineteen, provided, however, that nothing contained in this 
section shall impair, impede, or affect the power granted any court by chapter one hundred and 
nineteen to adjudicate a person a delinquent child, including the power so granted under section 
eighty-three of said chapter one hundred and nineteen.  
 
(m) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) or (h), any person not exempted by statute 
who knowingly has in his possession, or knowingly has under his control in a vehicle, a large 
capacity weapon or large capacity feeding device therefor who does not possess a valid Class A 
or Class B license to carry firearms issued under section 131 or 131F of chapter 140, except as 
permitted or otherwise provided under this section or chapter 140, shall be punished by 
imprisonment in a state prison for not less than two and one-half years nor more than ten years. 
The possession of a valid firearm identification card issued under section 129B shall not be a 
defense for a violation of this subsection; provided, however, that any such person charged with 
violating this paragraph and holding a valid firearm identification card shall not be subject to any 
mandatory minimum sentence imposed by this paragraph. The sentence imposed upon such 
person shall not be reduced to less than one year, nor suspended, nor shall any person convicted 
under this subsection be eligible for probation, parole, furlough, work release or receive any 
deduction from his sentence for good conduct until he shall have served such minimum term of 
such sentence; provided, however, that the commissioner of correction may, on the 
recommendation of the warden, superintendent or other person in charge of a correctional 
institution or the administrator of a county correctional institution, grant to such offender a 
temporary release in the custody of an officer of such institution for the following purposes only: 
 
(i) to attend the funeral of a spouse or next of kin;  
 
(ii) to visit a critically ill close relative or spouse; or  
 
(iii) to obtain emergency medical services unavailable at such institution. Prosecutions 
commenced under this subsection shall neither be continued without a finding nor placed on file.  
 
The provisions of section 87 of chapter 276 relative to the power of the court to place certain 
offenders on probation shall not apply to any person 17 years of age or over charged with a 
violation of this section. The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to the possession of a 
large capacity weapon or large capacity feeding device by (i) any officer, agent or employee of 
the commonwealth or any other state or the United States, including any federal, state or local 
law enforcement personnel; (ii) any member of the military or other service of any state or the 
United States; (iii) any duly authorized law enforcement officer, agent or employee of any 
municipality of the commonwealth; (iv) any federal, state or local historical society, museum or 
institutional collection open to the public; provided, however, that any such person described in 
clauses (i) to (iii), inclusive, is authorized by a competent authority to acquire, possess or carry a 
large capacity semiautomatic weapon and is acting within the scope of his duties; or (v) any 
gunsmith duly licensed under the applicable federal law.  
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(n) Whoever violates paragraph (a) or paragraph (c), by means of a loaded firearm, loaded sawed 
off shotgun or loaded machine gun shall be further punished by imprisonment in the house of 
correction for not more than 21/2 years, which sentence shall begin from and after the expiration 
of the sentence for the violation of paragraph (a) or paragraph (c).  
 
(o) For purposes of this section, “loaded” shall mean that ammunition is contained in the weapon 
or within a feeding device attached thereto.  
 
For purposes of this section, “ammunition” shall mean cartridges or cartridge cases, primers 
(igniter), bullets or propellant powder designed for use in any firearm, rifle or shotgun.  
 
Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 269 § 10H (LexisNexis 2015) 
Carrying loaded firearm while under influence of liquor, marijuana, narcotic drugs, 
depressants or stimulant substances; punishment 
 
Whoever, having in effect a license to carry firearms issued under section 131 or 131F of chapter 
140, carries on his person, or has under his control in a vehicle, a loaded firearm, as defined in 
section 121 of said chapter 140, while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or marijuana, 
narcotic drugs, depressants or stimulant substances, all as defined in section 1 of chapter 94C, or 
the vapors of glue shall be punished by a fine of not more than $5,000 or by imprisonment in the 
house of correction for not more than two and one-half years, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment. 
 
Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 269 § 12D (LexisNexis 2015) 
Carrying Loaded Rifle or Shotgun on Public Way 
 
(a)  Except as exempted or provided by law, no person shall carry on his person on any public 
way a loaded rifle or shotgun having cartridges or shells in either the magazine or chamber 
thereof. For purposes of this section, “loaded shotgun or loaded rifle” shall mean any shotgun or 
rifle having ammunition in either the magazine or chamber thereof, such ammunition including a 
live cartridge, primer (igniter), bullet or propellant powder designed for use in any firearm, rifle 
or shotgun and, in the case of a muzzle loading or black powder shotgun or rifle, containing 
powder in the flash pan, a percussion cap and shot or ball; but the term “loaded shotgun or 
loaded rifle” shall not include a shotgun or rifle loaded with a blank cartridge, which contains no 
projectile within such blank or within the bore or chamber of such shotgun or rifle. 
Whoever violates the provisions of this subsection shall be punished by a fine of not less than 
$500 nor more than $5,000 or by imprisonment in the house of correction for not more than two 
years, or by both such fine and imprisonment, and may be arrested without a warrant; provided, 
however, that if such rifle or shotgun is a large capacity weapon, as defined in section 121 of 
chapter 140, such person shall be punished by a fine of not less than $1,000 nor more than 
$10,000 or by imprisonment for not less than one year nor more than ten years, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment, and may be arrested without a warrant. 
 
(b)  Except as exempted or provided by law, no person shall carry on his person on any public 
way an unloaded rifle or shotgun, unless such rifle or shotgun is enclosed in a case. 
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Whoever violates the provisions of this subsection shall be punished by a fine of not less than 
$100 nor more than $1,000, and may be arrested without a warrant; provided, however, that if 
such unloaded rifle or shotgun is a large capacity weapon and is carried simultaneously with a 
fully or partially loaded large capacity feeding device, such person shall be punished by a fine of 
not less than $1,000 nor more than $10,000 or by imprisonment for not less than one year nor 
more than ten years, or by both such fine and imprisonment, and may be arrested without a 
warrant. 
This subsection shall not apply to drills, parades, military reenactments or other commemorative 
ceremonies, color guards or memorial service firing squads, so-called, as permitted by law. 
 
(c)  Upon a conviction of a violation of any provision of this section, such rifle or shotgun shall 
be confiscated by the commonwealth and, upon written order of the court, such weapon shall be 
forwarded to the colonel of the state police, who may dispose of such weapon in the manner 
prescribed in section 10. 
 
(d)  The provisions of this section shall not apply to the carrying of a loaded or unloaded rifle or 
shotgun on a public way by (i) any officer, agent or employee of the commonwealth or any other 
state or the United States, including any federal, state or local law enforcement personnel; (ii) 
any member of the military or other service of any state or the United States, including members 
of the national guard, reserves and junior reserve officer training corps; (iii) any duly authorized 
law enforcement officer, agent or employee of any municipality of the commonwealth; provided, 
however, that any such person described in clauses (i) to (iii), inclusive, shall be authorized by a 
competent authority to so carry a loaded or unloaded rifle or shotgun on a public way and such 
person is acting within the scope of his duties or training; or (iv) a person who is lawfully 
engaged in hunting and is the holder of a valid hunting or sporting license issued pursuant to 
chapter 131. This section shall not apply to the operation of a shooting gallery, licensed and 
defined under the provisions of section 56A of chapter 140, nor to persons using the same.  
 
Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 269 § 12F (LexisNexis 2015)  
Violating Secure Areas on an Airplane Prohibited  
 
(a) For the purposes of this section, the following words shall have the following meanings:—  
 
“Airplane”, an aircraft operated by an air carrier holding a certificate issued under 49 U.S.C. 
41101 or any aircraft ordinarily used to transport passengers or cargo for hire.  
 
“Cutting device”, any knife, cutlery, straight razor, box cutter or other device containing a fixed, 
folding or retractable blade, which is not included in the list of weapons set forth in paragraph (b) 
of section 10.  
 
“Prohibited weapon”, any infernal machine as defined in section 102A of chapter 266, any stun 
gun as defined in section 131J of chapter 140, any rifle, shotgun or firearm as defined in section 
121 of chapter 140 or any weapon included in the list of weapons set forth in paragraph (b) of 
section 10.  
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“Secure area”, any area of an airport to which access is restricted through security measures by 
the airport authority or a public agency and the area beyond a passenger or property screening 
checkpoint at an airport.  
 
“Airplane cabin”, any passenger or flight crew area within an airplane while the airplane is on 
the ground in the commonwealth or over the commonwealth.  
 
(b) Whoever occupies, or attempts to enter or occupy, a secure area of an airport or the cabin of 
an airplane, knowingly having in his possession or in his control and knowingly concealing, a 
cutting device or a prohibited weapon, notwithstanding any license to possess such a weapon or 
device, shall be punished by imprisonment in the house of correction for not more than 21/2 
years or by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than 5 years or by a fine of not more 
than $5,000, or by both such fine and imprisonment.  
 
(c) Whoever, with intent to commit a felony, occupies, or attempts to enter or occupy, a secure 
area of an airport or the cabin of an airplane knowingly having in his possession or in his control 
a cutting device or a prohibited weapon shall be punished by imprisonment in the house of 
correction for not more than 2 years or by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than 10 
years or by a fine of not more than $10,000, or by both such fine and imprisonment.  
 
(d) Whoever, with intent to commit a felony, places, attempts to place or attempts to have placed 
within a secure area of an airport or the cabin of an airplane, a prohibited weapon or cutting 
device, notwithstanding any license to possess such a weapon or device, shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the house of correction for not more than 21/2 years or by imprisonment in the 
state prison for not more than 10 years or by a fine of not more than $10,000, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment.  
 
(e) Whoever willfully and without regard for the safety of human life, or with reckless disregard 
for the safety of human life, violates subsection (b), (c) or (d) shall be punished by imprisonment 
in the state prison for not more than 20 years or by a fine of not more than $20,000, or by both 
such fine and imprisonment.  
 
(f) This section shall not apply to:—  
 
(1) any law enforcement officer of a state or political subdivision of a state, an officer or 
employee of the United States government or United States military personnel authorized to 
carry prohibited weapons or cutting devices in an official capacity;  
 
(2) a duly licensed individual transporting an unloaded, lawful weapon or cutting device in 
baggage not accessible to a passenger in flight and, in the case of a lawful weapon, if the air 
carrier was informed of the presence of the weapon;  
 
(3) a cutting device, which is otherwise lawfully possessed, ordinarily used in the course of the 
holder’s employment, trade or occupation, while the holder is authorized to conduct such 
employment, trade or occupation within a secure area of an airport or airplane cabin.  
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740 Mass. Code Regs. 30.04 (2015) 
Firearms, Ammunition and Dangerous Weapons, 
http://www.mass.gov/courts/docs/lawlib/700-799cmr/740cmr30.pdf  
 
(1)  No person except federal or state law enforcement officers, United States Postal Service, 
United States Customs and Border Patrol, Air Carrier employees approved by the TSA, members 
of the Armed Forces of the United States and Massachusetts National Guard on official duty and 
licensed armored truck service guards with the prior approval of the Authority, who are 
authorized and validly licensed to carry Firearms, ammunition and explosives in Massachusetts, 
shall carry loaded or otherwise operational Firearms or explosives on the Airport. All persons 
shall, promptly upon entering the passenger terminal or General Aviation Terminal, as the case 
may be, deliver any unloaded Firearms and ammunition, as they are carrying and licensed to 
carry under Massachusetts law to the appropriate Air Carrier agent for transport in the hold of the 
aircraft, in the case of commercial flights, or directly to the aircraft, in the case of general 
aviation aircraft. For transport on an Air Carrier aircraft, the Firearm shall be delivered to the 
agent of the Air Carrier and shall, at all times while on the Airport, be unloaded and contained in 
a locked gun case; ammunition shall be stored in a separate container, all in accordance with all 
applicable state and federal law. For transport on a general aviation aircraft, Firearms shall, in all 
instances be unloaded and either fitted with a trigger lock that disables the trigger or 
disassembled for shipment or shall be otherwise rendered unusable by removing the bolt or 
otherwise disassembling the firing mechanism, as applicable. All ammunition shall be stored in a 
separate box or bag. 
 
(2)  No person, except federal or state law enforcement officers, U.S. Postal Service, United 
States Customs and Border Patrol officers, members of the Armed Forces of the United States 
and Massachusetts National Guard on official duty, or other Persons authorized by the Authority 
or TSA, shall possess either on the individual's person or in her accessible Property within a 
Sterile Area of an Airport, any item or material prohibited by federal transportation security 
regulations (including but not limited to 49 CFR Part 1540, 49 CFR Part 1542) or any TSA 
regulation, standard, order, directive or other published guidance from being carried onto an 
Aircraft in commercial service. 
 
740 Mass. Code Regs. 30.05 (2015) 
Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Hoax Devices, 
http://www.mass.gov/courts/docs/lawlib/700-799cmr/740cmr30.pdf  
 
Except as provided in 740 CMR 30.04, no person shall possess, transport or carry a Firearm, 
ammunition, explosive, explosive device or hoax device (as that term is defined in M.G.L. c. 
266, § 102A½) on the Airport. The penalty for violation of 740 CMR 30.00 shall be the 
maximum fine the Authority is authorized to assess. 
 
Michigan 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 28.425o (LexisNexis 2015) 
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Premises on which carrying concealed weapon or portable device that uses electro-
muscular disruption technology prohibited; “premises” defined; exceptions to subsections 
(1) and (2); violation; penalties 
 
Sec. 425o. (1) Subject to subsection (5), an individual licensed under this act to carry a concealed 
pistol, or who is exempt from licensure under section 12a(1)(h), shall not carry a concealed pistol 
on the premises of any of the following: 
 
(a)  A school or school property except that a parent or legal guardian of a student of the school 
is not precluded from carrying a concealed pistol while in a vehicle on school property, if he or 
she is dropping the student off at the school or picking up the student from the school. As used in 
this section, “school” and “school property” mean those terms as defined in section 237a of the 
Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.237a. 
 
(b)  A public or private child care center or day care center, public or private child caring 
institution, or public or private child placing agency. 
 
(c)  A sports arena or stadium. 
 
(d)  A bar or tavern licensed under the Michigan liquor control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL 
436.1101 to 436.2303, where the primary source of income of the business is the sale of 
alcoholic liquor by the glass and consumed on the premises. This subdivision does not apply to 
an owner or employee of the business. The Michigan liquor control commission shall develop 
and make available to holders of licenses under the Michigan liquor control code of 1998, 1998 
PA 58, MCL 436.1101 to 436.2303, an appropriate sign stating that “This establishment 
prohibits patrons from carrying concealed weapons”. The owner or operator of an establishment 
licensed under the Michigan liquor control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL 436.1101 to 
436.2303, may post the sign developed under this subdivision. 
 
(e)  Any property or facility owned or operated by a church, synagogue, mosque, temple, or other 
place of worship, unless the presiding official or officials of the church, synagogue, mosque, 
temple, or other place of worship permit the carrying of concealed pistol on that property or 
facility. 
 
(f)  An entertainment facility with a seating capacity of 2,500 or more individuals that the 
individual knows or should know has a seating capacity of 2,500 or more individuals or that has 
a sign above each public entrance stating in letters not less than 1-inch high a seating capacity of 
2,500 or more individuals. 
 
(g)  A hospital. 
 
(h)  A dormitory or classroom of a community college, college, or university. 
 
(2)  Subject to subsection (5), an individual shall not carry a portable device that uses electro-
muscular disruption technology on any of the premises described in subsection (1). 
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(3)  An individual licensed under this act to carry a concealed pistol, or who is exempt from 
licensure under section 12a(1)(h), shall not carry a concealed pistol in violation of R 432.1212 or 
a successor rule of the Michigan administrative code promulgated under the Michigan gaming 
control and revenue act, 1996 IL 1, MCL 432.201 to 432.226. 
 
(4)  As used in subsection (1), “premises” does not include parking areas of the places identified 
under subsection (1). 
 
(5)  Subsections (1) and (2) do not apply to any of the following: 
 
(a)  An individual licensed under this act who is a retired police officer, retired law enforcement 
officer, or retired federal law enforcement officer. 
 
(b)  An individual who is licensed under this act and who is employed or contracted by an entity 
described under subsection (1) to provide security services and is required by his or her employer 
or the terms of a contract to carry a concealed firearm on the premises of the employing or 
contracting entity. 
 
(c)  An individual who is licensed as a private investigator or private detective under the 
professional investigator licensure act, 1965 PA 285, MCL 338.821 to 338.851. 
 
(d)  An individual who is licensed under this act and who is a corrections officer of a county 
sheriff’s department or who is licensed under this act and is a retired corrections officer of a 
county sheriff’s department, if that individual has received county sheriff approved weapons 
training. 
 
(e)  An individual who is licensed under this act and who is a motor carrier officer or capitol 
security officer of the department of state police. 
 
(f)  An individual who is licensed under this act and who is a member of a sheriff’s posse. 
 
(g)  An individual who is licensed under this act and who is an auxiliary officer or reserve officer 
of a police or sheriff’s department. 
 
(h)  An individual who is licensed under this act and who is any of the following: 
 
(i)  A parole, probation, or corrections officer, or absconder recovery unit member, of the 
department of corrections, if that individual has obtained a Michigan department of corrections 
weapons permit. 
 
(ii)  A retired parole, probation, or corrections officer, or retired absconder recovery unit 
member, of the department of corrections, if that individual has obtained a Michigan department 
of corrections weapons permit. 
 
(i)  A state court judge or state court retired judge who is licensed under this act. 
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(j)  An individual who is licensed under this act and who is a court officer. 
 
(6)  An individual who violates this section is responsible for a state civil infraction or guilty of a 
crime as follows: 
 
(a)  Except as provided in subdivisions (b) and (c), the individual is responsible for a state civil 
infraction and may be fined not more than $500.00. The court shall order the individual’s license 
to carry a concealed pistol suspended for 6 months. 
 
(b)  For a second violation, the individual is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not 
more than $1,000.00. The court shall order the individual’s license to carry a concealed pistol 
revoked. 
 
(c)  For a third or subsequent violation, the individual is guilty of a felony punishable by 
imprisonment for not more than 4 years or a fine of not more than $5,000.00, or both. The court 
shall order the individual’s license to carry a concealed pistol revoked. 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 28.432a (LexisNexis 2015) 
Persons to whom requirements inapplicable; "local corrections officer" defined. 
 
Sec. 12a. The requirements of this act for obtaining a license to carry a concealed pistol do not 
apply to any of the following: 
 
(a)  A peace officer of a duly authorized police agency of the United States or of this state or a 
political subdivision of this state, who is regularly employed and paid by the United States or this 
state or a subdivision of this state, except a township constable. 
 
(b)  A constable who is trained and certified under the commission on law enforcement standards 
act, 1965 PA 203, MCL 28.601 to 28.616, while engaged in his or her official duties or going to 
or coming from his or her official duties, and who is regularly employed and paid by a political 
subdivision of this state. 
 
(c)  An individual regularly employed by the department of corrections and authorized in writing 
by the director of the department of corrections to carry a concealed pistol during the 
performance of his or her duties or while going to or returning from his or her duties. 
 
(d)  An individual regularly employed as a local corrections officer by a county sheriff, who is 
trained in the use of force and is authorized in writing by the county sheriff to carry a concealed 
pistol during the performance of his or her duties. 
 
(e)  An individual regularly employed in a city jail or lockup who has custody of individuals 
detained or incarcerated in the jail or lockup, is trained in the use of force, and is authorized in 
writing by the chief of police or the county sheriff to carry a concealed pistol during the 
performance of his or her duties. 
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(f)  A member of the United States Army, Air Force, Navy, or Marine Corps while carrying a 
concealed pistol in the line of duty. 
 
(g)  A member of the National Guard, armed forces reserves, or other duly authorized military 
organization while on duty or drill or while going to or returning from his or her place of 
assembly or practice or while carrying a concealed pistol for purposes of that military 
organization. 
 
(h)  A resident of another state who is licensed by that state to carry a concealed pistol. 
 
(i)  The regular and ordinary transportation of a pistol as merchandise by an authorized agent of a 
person licensed to manufacture firearms. 
 
(j)  An individual while carrying a pistol unloaded in a wrapper or container in the trunk of his or 
her vehicle or, if the vehicle does not have a trunk, from transporting that pistol unloaded in a 
locked compartment or container that is separated from the ammunition for that pistol from the 
place of purchase to his or her home or place of business or to a place of repair or back to his or 
her home or place of business, or in moving goods from 1 place of abode or business to another 
place of abode or business. 
 
(k)  A peace officer or law enforcement officer from Canada.  
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. 123.1102 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Regulation of pistols or other firearms 
 
Sec. 1102. A local unit of government shall not impose special taxation on, enact or enforce any 
ordinance or regulation pertaining to, or regulate in any other manner the ownership, registration, 
purchase, sale, transfer, transportation, or possession of pistols, other firearms, or pneumatic 
guns, ammunition for pistols or other firearms, or components of pistols or other firearms, except 
as otherwise provided by federal law or a law of this state. 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 123.1103 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Permissible prohibitions or regulation 
 
Sec. 3. This act does not prohibit a local unit of government from doing any of the following: 
 
(a)  Prohibiting or regulating conduct with a pistol, other firearm, or pneumatic gun that is a 
criminal offense under state law. 
 
(b)  Prohibiting or regulating the transportation, carrying, or possession of pistols, other firearms, 
or pneumatic guns by employees of that local unit of government in the course of their 
employment with that local unit of government. 
 
(c)  Regulating the possession of pneumatic guns within the local unit of government by 
requiring that an individual below the age of 16 who is in possession of a pneumatic gun be 
under the supervision of a parent, a guardian, or an individual 18 years of age or older, except 
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that an ordinance shall not regulate possession of a pneumatic gun on or within private property 
if the individual below the age of 16 is authorized by a parent or guardian and the property owner 
or legal possessor to possess the pneumatic gun. 
 
(d)  Prohibiting an individual from pointing, waving about, or displaying a pneumatic gun in a 
threatening manner with the intent to induce fear in another individual. 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 123.1104 (2015)  
Prohibiting discharge of pistol or other firearm 
 
Sec. 4. This act does not prohibit a city or a charter township from doing any of the following: 
 
(a)  Prohibiting the discharge of a pistol or other firearm within the jurisdiction of that city or 
charter township. 
 
(b)  Prohibiting the discharge of pneumatic guns in any area within the jurisdiction of the city or 
charter township that is so heavily populated as to make that conduct dangerous to the 
inhabitants of that area, except that an ordinance shall not prohibit the discharge of pneumatic 
guns at authorized target ranges, on other property where firearms may be discharged, or on or 
within private property with the permission of the owner or possessor of that property if 
conducted with reasonable care to prevent a projectile from crossing the bounds of the property. 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 259.80f (LexisNexis 2015) 
Possessing, carrying, or attempting to possess certain items in sterile area of airport; 
prohibitions; violations; penalties; exceptions; other violations; consecutive terms of 
imprisonment; definitions 
 
Sec. 80f. (1) An individual shall not possess, carry, or attempt to possess or carry any of the 
following in a sterile area of a commercial airport: 
 
(a)  Firearm. 
 
(b)  Explosive. 
 
(c)  Knife with a blade of any length. 
 
(d)  Razor, box cutter, or item with a similar blade. 
 
(e)  Dangerous weapon. 
 
(2)  Except as provided in subsection (3), an individual who violates subsection (1) is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 1 year or a fine of not more than 
$1,000.00, or both. 
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(3)  An individual who violates subsection (1) while doing any of the following is guilty of a 
felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than 10 years or a fine of not more than 
$10,000.00, or both: 
 
(a)  Getting on or attempting to get on an aircraft. 
 
(b)  Placing, attempting to place, or attempting to have placed on an aircraft an item listed in 
subsection (1). 
 
(c)  Committing or attempting to commit a felony. 
(4)  This section does not apply to any of the following: 
 
(a)  A peace officer of a duly authorized police agency of this state, a political subdivision of this 
state, another state, a political subdivision of another state, or the United States. 
 
(b)  An individual regularly employed by the department of corrections and authorized in writing 
by the director of the department of corrections to possess or carry an item listed in subsection 
(1) during the performance of his or her duties or while going to or returning from his or her 
duties. 
 
(c)  A member of the United States army, air force, navy, marine corps, or coast guard while 
possessing or carrying an item listed in subsection (1) in the line of duty. 
 
(d)  A member of the national guard, armed forces reserves, or other duly authorized military 
organization while on duty or drill or while possessing or carrying an item listed in subsection 
(1) for purposes of that military organization. 
 
(e)  Security personnel employed to enforce federal regulations for access to a sterile area. 
 
(f)  A court officer while engaged in his or her duties as a court officer as authorized by a court. 
 
(g)  An airline or airport employee as authorized by his or her employer. 
 
(5)  This section does not prohibit the individual from being charged with, convicted of, or 
punished for any other violation of law committed by that individual while violating this section. 
(6)  A term of imprisonment imposed under this section may be served consecutively to any 
other term of imprisonment imposed for a violation of law arising out of the same transaction. 
 
(7)  As used in this section: 
 
(a)  “Commercial airport” means an airport that has regularly scheduled commercial flights to 
and from other destinations. 
 
(b)  “Felony” means that term as defined in section 1 of chapter I of the code of criminal 
procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 761.1, or a violation of a law of the United States that is 
designated as a felony or that is punishable by death or by imprisonment for more than 1 year. 
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(c)  “Sterile area” means that term as defined in 14 C.F.R. 107.1. 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws § 750.227 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Concealed weapons; carrying; penalty 
 
Sec. 227. (1) A person shall not carry a dagger, dirk, stiletto, a double-edged nonfolding stabbing 
instrument of any length, or any other dangerous weapon, except a hunting knife adapted and 
carried as such, concealed on or about his or her person, or whether concealed or otherwise in 
any vehicle operated or occupied by the person, except in his or her dwelling house, place of 
business or on other land possessed by the person. 
 
(2) A person shall not carry a pistol concealed on or about his or her person, or, whether 
concealed or otherwise, in a vehicle operated or occupied by the person, except in his or her 
dwelling house, place of business, or on other land possessed by the person, without a license to 
carry the pistol as provided by law and if licensed, shall not carry the pistol in a place or manner 
inconsistent with any restrictions upon such license. 
 
(3) A person who violates this section is guilty of a felony, punishable by imprisonment for not 
more than 5 years, or by a fine of not more than $2,500.00. 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 750.227c (LexisNexis 2015)  
Transporting or possessing loaded firearm in or upon vehicle; violation as misdemeanor; 
penalty; applicability to person violating § 312.10(1)(g) 
 
Sec. 227c. (1) Except as otherwise permitted by law, a person shall not transport or possess in or 
upon a sailboat or a motor vehicle, aircraft, motorboat, or any other vehicle propelled by 
mechanical means either of the following: 
 
(a)  A firearm, other than a pistol, that is loaded. 
 
(b)  A pneumatic gun that is loaded and expels a metallic BB or metallic pellet greater than .177 
caliber. 
 
(2)  A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment 
for not more than 2 years or a fine of not more than $2,500.00, or both. 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 750.228 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Ownership of pistol greater than 26 inches in length; conditions; election to have firearm 
not considered as pistol 
 
Sec. 228. (1) A person may lawfully own, possess, carry, or transport as a pistol a firearm greater 
than 26 inches in length if all of the following conditions apply: 
 
(a) The person registered the firearm as a pistol under section 2 or 2a of 1927 PA 372, MCL 
28.422 and 28.422a, before January 1, 2013. 
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(b) The person who registered the firearm as described in subdivision (a) has maintained 
registration of the firearm since January 1, 2013 without lapse. 
 
(c) The person possesses a copy of the license or record issued to him or her under section 2 or 
2a of 1927 PA 372, MCL 28.422 and 28.422a. 
 
(2) A person who satisfies all of the conditions listed under subsection (1) nevertheless may elect 
to have the firearm not be considered to be a pistol. A person who makes the election under this 
subsection shall notify the department of state police of the election in a manner prescribed by 
that department. 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 750.234d (LexisNexis 2015) 
Possession of firearm on certain premises prohibited; applicability; violation as 
misdemeanor; penalty 
 
Sec. 234d. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), a person shall not possess a firearm on the 
premises of any of the following: 
 
(a) A depository financial institution or a subsidiary or affiliate of a depository financial 
institution. 
 
(b) A church or other house of religious worship. 
 
(c) A court. 
 
(d) A theatre. 
 
(e) A sports arena. 
 
(f) A day care center. 
 
(g) A hospital. 
 
(h) An establishment licensed under the Michigan liquor control act, Act No. 8 of the Public Acts 
of the Extra Session of 1933, being sections 436.1 to 436.58 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 
 
(2) This section does not apply to any of the following: 
 
(a) A person who owns, or is employed by or contracted by, an entity described in subsection (1) 
if the possession of that firearm is to provide security services for that entity. 
 
(b) A peace officer. 
 
(c) A person licensed by this state or another state to carry a concealed weapon. 
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(d) A person who possesses a firearm on the premises of an entity described in subsection (1) if 
that possession is with the permission of the owner or an agent of the owner of that entity. 
 
(3) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment 
for not more than 90 days or a fine of not more than $100.00, or both. 
 
Mich. Comp. Laws Serv. § 750.234e (LexisNexis 2015) 
Brandishing firearm in public; applicability; violation as misdemeanor; penalty 
 
Sec. 234e. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), a person shall not willfully and knowingly 
brandish a firearm in public. 
 
(2)  Subsection (1) does not apply to either of the following: 
 
(a)  A peace officer lawfully performing his or her duties as a peace officer. 
 
(b)  A person lawfully acting in self-defense or defense of another under the self-defense act, 
2006 PA 309, MCL 780.971 to 780.974. 
 
(3)  A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment 
for not more than 90 days, or a fine of not more than $100.00, or both.  
 
Minnesota  
 
Minn. Stat. § 97B.045 (2015) 
Transportation of firearms 
  
Subdivision 1. Restrictions. 
 
A person may not transport a firearm in a motor vehicle unless the firearm is: 
 
(1) unloaded and in a gun case expressly made to contain a firearm, and the case fully encloses 
the firearm by being zipped, snapped, buckled, tied, or otherwise fastened, and without any 
portion of the firearm exposed; 
 
(2) unloaded and in the closed trunk of a motor vehicle; or 
 
(3) a handgun carried in compliance with sections 624.714 and 624.715. 
 
Subd. 2. Exception for disabled persons. 
 
The restrictions in subdivision 1 do not apply to a disabled person if: 
 
(1) the person possesses a permit under section 97B.055, subdivision 3; and 
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(2) the firearm is not loaded in the chamber until the vehicle is stationary, or is a hinge action 
firearm with the action open until the vehicle is stationary. 
 
Subd. 3. Exceptions; hunting and shooting ranges. 
 
(a) Notwithstanding provisions to the contrary under this chapter, a person may transport an 
unloaded, uncased firearm, excluding a pistol as defined in paragraph (b), in a motor vehicle 
while at a shooting range, as defined under section 87A.01, subdivision 3, where the person has 
received permission from the lawful owner or possessor to discharge firearms; lawfully hunting 
on private or public land; or travelling to or from a site the person intends to hunt lawfully that 
day or has hunted lawfully that day, unless: 
 
(1) within Anoka, Hennepin, or Ramsey County; 
 
(2) within the boundaries of a home rule charter or statutory city with a population of 2,500 or 
more; 
 
(3) on school grounds; or 
 
(4) otherwise restricted under section 97A.091, 97B.081, or 97B.086. 
 
(b) For the purposes of this section, a "pistol" includes a weapon designed to be fired by the use 
of a single hand and with an overall length less than 26 inches, or having a barrel or barrels of a 
length less than 18 inches in the case of a shotgun or having a barrel of a length less than 16 
inches in the case of a rifle: 
 
(1) from which may be fired or ejected one or more solid projectiles by means of a cartridge or 
shell or by the action of an explosive or the igniting of flammable or explosive substances; or 
 
(2) for which the propelling force is a spring, elastic band, carbon dioxide, air or other gas, or 
vapor. 
 
Pistol does not include a device firing or ejecting a shot measuring .18 of an inch, or less, in 
diameter and commonly known as a "BB gun," a scuba gun, a stud gun or nail gun used in the 
construction industry, or children's pop guns or toys. 
 
Minn. Stat. § 471.633 (2015) 
Firearms 
 
The legislature preempts all authority of a home rule charter or statutory city including a  city of 
the first class, county, town, municipal corporation, or other governmental  subdivision, or any of 
their instrumentalities, to regulate firearms, ammunition, or their respective components to the 
complete exclusion of any order, ordinance or regulation by them except that: 
 
(a)  a governmental subdivision may regulate the discharge of firearms; and 
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(b)  a governmental subdivision may adopt regulations identical to state law. 
 
Local regulation inconsistent with this section is void. 
 
Minn. Stat. 471.634 (2015) 
Definitions 
 
For purposes of section 471.633, the terms “municipal corporation” and “governmental 
subdivision,” or instrumentality thereof, do not include school districts and other entities 
composed exclusively of school districts when school boards or school administrators are 
regulating school grounds, school facilities, school transportation services, school  programs, or 
the conduct of students at any activities conducted under the direct or indirect supervision or 
control of the school board or administration. 
 
Minn. Stat. 471.635(2015) 
Zoning Ordinances 
 
Notwithstanding section 471.633, a governmental subdivision may regulate by reasonable, 
nondiscriminatory, and nonarbitrary zoning ordinances, the location of businesses where 
firearms are sold by a firearms dealer. For the purposes of this section, a firearms dealer is a 
person who is federally licensed to sell firearms and a governmental subdivision is an entity 
described in sections 471.633 and 471.634. 
 
Minn. Stat. § 609.672 (2015) 
Permissive inference; firearms in automobiles 
 
The presence of a firearm in a passenger automobile permits the fact finder to infer knowing 
possession of the firearm by the driver or person in control of the automobile when the firearm 
was in the automobile. The inference does not apply: 
 
(1) to a licensed operator of an automobile who is at the time operating it for hire in the lawful 
and proper pursuit of the operator's trade; 
 
(2) to any person in the automobile if one of them legally possesses a firearm; or 
 
(3) when the firearm is concealed on the person of one of the occupants. 
 
Minn. Stat. § 609.705 (2015)  
Unlawful assembly 
 
When three or more persons assemble, each participant is guilty of unlawful assembly, which is 
a misdemeanor, if the assembly is: 
 
(1) with intent to commit any unlawful act by force; or 
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(2) with intent to carry out any purpose in such manner as will disturb or threaten the public 
peace; or 
 
(3) without unlawful purpose, but the participants so conduct themselves in a disorderly manner 
as to disturb or threaten the public peace. 
 
Minn. Stat. § 609.72 (2015)  
Disorderly conduct 
 
Subdivision 1.Crime. 
 
Whoever does any of the following in a public or private place, including on a school bus, 
knowing, or having reasonable grounds to know that it will, or will tend to, alarm, anger or 
disturb others or provoke an assault or breach of the peace, is guilty of disorderly conduct, which 
is a misdemeanor: 
 
(1) engages in brawling or fighting; or 
 
(2) disturbs an assembly or meeting, not unlawful in its character; or 
 
(3) engages in offensive, obscene, abusive, boisterous, or noisy conduct or in offensive, obscene, 
or abusive language tending reasonably to arouse alarm, anger, or resentment in others. 
 
A person does not violate this section if the person's disorderly conduct was caused by an 
epileptic seizure. 
 
Subd. 2. 
[Repealed, 1969 c 226 s 1] 
 
*** 
 
Minn. Stat. § 609.74 (2015) 
Public nuisance 
 
Whoever by an act or failure to perform a legal duty intentionally does any of the following is 
guilty of maintaining a public nuisance, which is a misdemeanor: 
 
(1) maintains or permits a condition which unreasonably annoys, injures or endangers the safety, 
health, morals, comfort, or repose of any considerable number of members of the public; or 
 
(2) interferes with, obstructs, or renders dangerous for passage, any public highway or right-of-
way, or waters used by the public; or 
 
(3) is guilty of any other act or omission declared by law to be a public nuisance and for which 
no sentence is specifically provided. 
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Minn. Stat. § 624.714 (2015) 
Carrying of weapons without permit; penalties 
  
Subdivision 1.  [Repealed, 2003 c 28 art 2 s 35; 2005 c 83 s 1] 
 
Subd. 1a.  Permit required; penalty. — A person, other than a peace officer, as defined in section 
626.84, subdivision 1, who carries, holds, or possesses a pistol in a motor vehicle, snowmobile, 
or boat, or on or about the person’s clothes or the person, or otherwise in possession or control in 
a public place, as defined in section 624.7181, subdivision 1, paragraph (c), without first having 
obtained a permit to carry the pistol is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. A person who is convicted 
a second or subsequent time is guilty of a felony. 
 
Subd. 1b.  Display of permit; penalty.  
 
(a)  The holder of a permit to carry must have the permit card and a driver’s license, state 
identification card, or other government-issued photo identification in immediate possession at 
all times when carrying a pistol and must display the permit card and identification document 
upon lawful demand by a peace officer, as defined in section 626.84, subdivision 1. A violation 
of this paragraph is a petty misdemeanor. The fine for a first offense must not exceed $25. 
Notwithstanding section 609.531, a firearm carried in violation of this paragraph is not subject to 
forfeiture. 
 
(b)  A citation issued for violating paragraph (a) must be dismissed if the person demonstrates, in 
court or in the office of the arresting officer, that the person was authorized to carry the pistol at 
the time of the alleged violation. 
 
(c)  Upon the request of a peace officer, a permit holder must write a sample signature in the 
officer’s presence to aid in verifying the person’s identity. 
 
(d)  Upon the request of a peace officer, a permit holder shall disclose to the officer whether or 
not the permit holder is currently carrying a firearm. 
 
Subd. 2.  Where application made; authority to issue permit; criteria; scope.  
 
(a)  Applications by Minnesota residents for permits to carry shall be made to the county sheriff 
where the applicant resides. Nonresidents, as defined in section 171.01, subdivision 42, may 
apply to any sheriff. 
 
(b)  Unless a sheriff denies a permit under the exception set forth in subdivision 6, paragraph (a), 
clause (3), a sheriff must issue a permit to an applicant if the person: 
 
(1)  has training in the safe use of a pistol; 
 
(2)  is at least 21 years old and a citizen or a permanent resident of the United States; 
 
(3)  completes an application for a permit; 
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(4)  is not prohibited from possessing a firearm under the following sections: 
 
(i)  518B.01, subdivision 14; 
 
(ii)  609.224, subdivision 3; 
 
(iii)  609.2242, subdivision 3; 
 
(iv)  609.749, subdivision 8; 
 
(v)  624.713; 
 
(vi)  624.719; 
 
(vii)  629.715, subdivision 2; 
 
(viii)  629.72, subdivision 2; or 
 
(ix)  any federal law; and 
 
(5)  is not listed in the criminal gang investigative data system under section 299C.091. 
 
(c)  A permit to carry a pistol issued or recognized under this section is a state permit and is 
effective throughout the state. 
 
(d)  A sheriff may contract with a police chief to process permit applications under this section. 
If a sheriff contracts with a police chief, the sheriff remains the issuing authority and the police 
chief acts as the sheriff’s agent. If a sheriff contracts with a police chief, all of the provisions of 
this section will apply. 
 
Subd. 2a.  Training in the safe use of a pistol.  
 
(a)  An applicant must present evidence that the applicant received training in the safe use of a 
pistol within one year of the date of an original or renewal application. Training may be 
demonstrated by: 
 
(1)  employment as a peace officer in the state of Minnesota within the past year; or 
 
(2)  completion of a firearms safety or training course providing basic training in the safe use of a 
pistol and conducted by a certified instructor. 
 
(b)  Basic training must include: 
 
(1)  instruction in the fundamentals of pistol use; 
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(2)  successful completion of an actual shooting qualification exercise; and 
 
(3)  instruction in the fundamental legal aspects of pistol possession, carry, and use, including 
self-defense and the restrictions on the use of deadly force. 
 
(c)  The certified instructor must issue a certificate to a person who has completed a firearms 
safety or training course described in paragraph (b). The certificate must be signed by the 
instructor and attest that the person attended and completed the course. 
 
(d)  A person qualifies as a certified instructor if the person is certified as a firearms instructor 
within the past five years by an organization or government entity that has been approved by the 
Department of Public Safety in accordance with the department’s standards. 
 
(e)  A sheriff must accept the training described in this subdivision as meeting the requirement in 
subdivision 2, paragraph (b), for training in the safe use of a pistol. A sheriff may also accept 
other satisfactory evidence of training in the safe use of a pistol. 
 
Subd. 3.  Form and contents of application.  
 
(a)  Applications for permits to carry must be an official, standardized application form, adopted 
under section 624.7151, and must set forth in writing only the following information: 
 
(1)  the applicant’s name, residence, telephone number, if any, and driver’s license number or 
state identification card number; 
 
(2)  the applicant’s sex, date of birth, height, weight, and color of eyes and hair, and 
distinguishing physical characteristics, if any; 
 
(3)  the township or statutory city or home rule charter city, and county, of all Minnesota 
residences of the applicant in the last five years, though not including specific addresses; 
 
(4)  the township or city, county, and state of all non-Minnesota residences of the applicant in the 
last five years, though not including specific addresses; 
 
(5)  a statement that the applicant authorizes the release to the sheriff of commitment information 
about the applicant maintained by the commissioner of human services or any similar agency or 
department of another state where the applicant has resided, to the extent that the information 
relates to the applicant’s eligibility to possess a firearm; and 
 
(6)  a statement by the applicant that, to the best of the applicant’s knowledge and belief, the 
applicant is not prohibited by law from possessing a firearm. 
 
(b)  The statement under paragraph (a), clause (5), must comply with any applicable 
requirements of Code of Federal Regulations, title 42, sections 2.31 to 2.35, with respect to 
consent to disclosure of alcohol or drug abuse patient records. 
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(c)  An applicant must submit to the sheriff an application packet consisting only of the 
following items: 
 
(1)  a completed application form, signed and dated by the applicant; 
 
(2)  an accurate photocopy of the certificate described in subdivision 2a, paragraph (c), that is 
submitted as the applicant’s evidence of training in the safe use of a pistol; and 
 
(3)  an accurate photocopy of the applicant’s current driver’s license, state identification card, or 
the photo page of the applicant’s passport. 
 
(d)  In addition to the other application materials, a person who is otherwise ineligible for a 
permit due to a criminal conviction but who has obtained a pardon or expungement setting aside 
the conviction, sealing the conviction, or otherwise restoring applicable rights, must submit a 
copy of the relevant order. 
 
(e)  Applications must be submitted in person. 
 
(f)  The sheriff may charge a new application processing fee in an amount not to exceed the 
actual and reasonable direct cost of processing the application or $100, whichever is less. Of this 
amount, $10 must be submitted to the commissioner and deposited into the general fund. 
 
(g)  This subdivision prescribes the complete and exclusive set of items an applicant is required 
to submit in order to apply for a new or renewal permit to carry. The applicant must not be asked 
or required to submit, voluntarily or involuntarily, any information, fees, or documentation 
beyond that specifically required by this subdivision. This paragraph does not apply to alternate 
training evidence accepted by the sheriff under subdivision 2a, paragraph (d). 
 
(h)  Forms for new and renewal applications must be available at all sheriffs’ offices and the 
commissioner must make the forms available on the Internet. 
 
(i)  Application forms must clearly display a notice that a permit, if granted, is void and must be 
immediately returned to the sheriff if the permit holder is or becomes prohibited by law from 
possessing a firearm. The notice must list the applicable state criminal offenses and civil 
categories that prohibit a person from possessing a firearm. 
 
(j)  Upon receipt of an application packet and any required fee, the sheriff must provide a signed 
receipt indicating the date of submission. 
 
Subd. 4.  Investigation.  
 
(a)  The sheriff must check, by means of electronic data transfer, criminal records, histories, and 
warrant information on each applicant through the Minnesota Crime Information System and the 
National Instant Criminal Background Check System. The sheriff shall also make a reasonable 
effort to check other available and relevant federal, state, or local record-keeping systems. The 
sheriff must obtain commitment information from the commissioner of human services as 
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provided in section 245.041 or, if the information is reasonably available, as provided by a 
similar statute from another state. 
 
(b)  When an application for a permit is filed under this section, the sheriff must notify the chief 
of police, if any, of the municipality where the applicant resides. The police chief may provide 
the sheriff with any information relevant to the issuance of the permit. 
 
(c)  The sheriff must conduct a background check by means of electronic data transfer on a 
permit holder through the Minnesota Crime Information System and the National Instant 
Criminal Background Check System at least yearly to ensure continuing eligibility. The sheriff 
may also conduct additional background checks by means of electronic data transfer on a permit 
holder at any time during the period that a permit is in effect. 
 
Subd. 5.  [Repealed, 2003 c 28 art 2 s 35; 2005 c 83 s 1] 
 
Subd. 6.  Granting and denial of permits.  
 
(a)  The sheriff must, within 30 days after the date of receipt of the application packet described 
in subdivision 3: 
 
(1)  issue the permit to carry; 
 
(2)  deny the application for a permit to carry solely on the grounds that the applicant failed to 
qualify under the criteria described in subdivision 2, paragraph (b); or 
 
(3)  deny the application on the grounds that there exists a substantial likelihood that the 
applicant is a danger to self or the public if authorized to carry a pistol under a permit. 
 
(b)  Failure of the sheriff to notify the applicant of the denial of the application within 30 days 
after the date of receipt of the application packet constitutes issuance of the permit to carry and 
the sheriff must promptly fulfill the requirements under paragraph (c). To deny the application, 
the sheriff must provide the applicant with written notification and the specific factual basis 
justifying the denial under paragraph (a), clause (2) or (3), including the source of the factual 
basis. The sheriff must inform the applicant of the applicant’s right to submit, within 20 business 
days, any additional documentation relating to the propriety of the denial. Upon receiving any 
additional documentation, the sheriff must reconsider the denial and inform the applicant within 
15 business days of the result of the reconsideration. Any denial after reconsideration must be in 
the same form and substance as the original denial and must specifically address any continued 
deficiencies in light of the additional documentation submitted by the applicant. The applicant 
must be informed of the right to seek de novo review of the denial as provided in subdivision 12. 
 
(c)  Upon issuing a permit to carry, the sheriff must provide a laminated permit card to the 
applicant by first class mail unless personal delivery has been made. Within five business days, 
the sheriff must submit the information specified in subdivision 7, paragraph (a), to the 
commissioner for inclusion solely in the database required under subdivision 15, paragraph (a). 
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The sheriff must transmit the information in a manner and format prescribed by the 
commissioner. 
 
(d)  Within five business days of learning that a permit to carry has been suspended or revoked, 
the sheriff must submit information to the commissioner regarding the suspension or revocation 
for inclusion solely in the databases required or permitted under subdivision 15. 
 
(e)  Notwithstanding paragraphs (a) and (b), the sheriff may suspend the application process if a 
charge is pending against the applicant that, if resulting in conviction, will prohibit the applicant 
from possessing a firearm. 
 
Subd. 7.  Permit card contents; expiration; renewal.  
 
(a)  Permits to carry must be on an official, standardized permit card adopted by the 
commissioner, containing only the name, residence, and driver’s license number or state 
identification card number of the permit holder, if any. 
 
(b)  The permit card must also identify the issuing sheriff and state the expiration date of the 
permit. The permit card must clearly display a notice that a permit, if granted, is void and must 
be immediately returned to the sheriff if the permit holder becomes prohibited by law from 
possessing a firearm. 
 
(c)  A permit to carry a pistol issued under this section expires five years after the date of issue. It 
may be renewed in the same manner and under the same criteria which the original permit was 
obtained, subject to the following procedures: 
 
(1)  no earlier than 90 days prior to the expiration date on the permit, the permit holder may 
renew the permit by submitting to the appropriate sheriff the application packet described in 
subdivision 3 and a renewal processing fee not to exceed the actual and reasonable direct cost of 
processing the application or $75, whichever is less. Of this amount, $5 must be submitted to the 
commissioner and deposited into the general fund. The sheriff must process the renewal 
application in accordance with subdivisions 4 and 6; and 
 
(2)  a permit holder who submits a renewal application packet after the expiration date of the 
permit, but within 30 days after expiration, may renew the permit as provided in clause (1) by 
paying an additional late fee of $10. 
 
(d)  The renewal permit is effective beginning on the expiration date of the prior permit to carry. 
 
Subd. 7a.  Change of address; loss or destruction of permit.  
 
(a)  Within 30 days after changing permanent address, or within 30 days of having lost or 
destroyed the permit card, the permit holder must notify the issuing sheriff of the change, loss, or 
destruction. Failure to provide notification as required by this subdivision is a petty 
misdemeanor. The fine for a first offense must not exceed $25. Notwithstanding section 609.531, 
a firearm carried in violation of this paragraph is not subject to forfeiture. 
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(b)  After notice is given under paragraph (a), a permit holder may obtain a replacement permit 
card by paying $10 to the sheriff. The request for a replacement permit card must be made on an 
official, standardized application adopted for this purpose under section 624.7151, and, except in 
the case of an address change, must include a notarized statement that the permit card has been 
lost or destroyed. 
 
Subd. 8.  Permit to carry voided.  
 
(a)  The permit to carry is void at the time that the holder becomes prohibited by law from 
possessing a firearm, in which event the holder must return the permit card to the issuing sheriff 
within five business days after the holder knows or should know that the holder is a prohibited 
person. If the sheriff has knowledge that a permit is void under this paragraph, the sheriff must 
give notice to the permit holder in writing in the same manner as a denial. Failure of the holder to 
return the permit within the five days is a gross misdemeanor unless the court finds that the 
circumstances or the physical or mental condition of the permit holder prevented the holder from 
complying with the return requirement. 
 
(b)  When a permit holder is convicted of an offense that prohibits the permit holder from 
possessing a firearm, the court must take possession of the permit, if it is available, and send it to 
the issuing sheriff. 
 
(c)  The sheriff of the county where the application was submitted, or of the county of the permit 
holder’s current residence, may file a petition with the district court therein, for an order 
revoking a permit to carry on the grounds set forth in subdivision 6, paragraph (a), clause (3). An 
order shall be issued only if the sheriff meets the burden of proof and criteria set forth in 
subdivision 12. If the court denies the petition, the court must award the permit holder reasonable 
costs and expenses, including attorney fees. 
 
(d)  A permit revocation must be promptly reported to the issuing sheriff. 
 
Subd. 8a.  Prosecutor’s duty. — Whenever a person is charged with an offense that would, upon 
conviction, prohibit the person from possessing a firearm, the prosecuting attorney must 
ascertain whether the person is a permit holder under this section. If the person is a permit 
holder, the prosecutor must notify the issuing sheriff that the person has been charged with a 
prohibiting offense. The prosecutor must also notify the sheriff of the final disposition of the 
case. 
 
Subd. 9.  Carrying pistols about one’s premises or for purposes of repair, target practice. — A 
permit to carry is not required of a person: 
 
(1)  to keep or carry about the person’s place of business, dwelling house, premises or on land 
possessed by the person a pistol; 
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(2)  to carry a pistol from a place of purchase to the person’s dwelling house or place of business, 
or from the person’s dwelling house or place of business to or from a place where repairing is 
done, to have the pistol repaired; 
 
(3)  to carry a pistol between the person’s dwelling house and place of business; 
 
(4)  to carry a pistol in the woods or fields or upon the waters of this state for the purpose of 
hunting or of target shooting in a safe area; or 
 
(5)  to transport a pistol in a motor vehicle, snowmobile or boat if the pistol is unloaded, 
contained in a closed and fastened case, gunbox, or securely tied package. 
 
Subd. 10.  False representations. — A person who gives or causes to be given any false material 
information in applying for a permit to carry, knowing or having reason to know the information 
is false, is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
Subd. 11.  No limit on number of pistols. — A person shall not be restricted as to the number of 
pistols the person may carry. 
 
Subd. 11a.  Emergency issuance of permits. — A sheriff may immediately issue an emergency 
permit to a person if the sheriff determines that the person is in an emergency situation that may 
constitute an immediate risk to the safety of the person or someone residing in the person’s 
household. A person seeking an emergency permit must complete an application form and must 
sign an affidavit describing the emergency situation. An emergency permit applicant does not 
need to provide evidence of training. An emergency permit is valid for 30 days, may not be 
renewed, and may be revoked without a hearing. No fee may be charged for an emergency 
permit. An emergency permit holder may seek a regular permit under subdivision 3 and is 
subject to the other applicable provisions of this section. 
 
Subd. 12.  Hearing upon denial or revocation.  
 
(a)  Any person aggrieved by denial or revocation of a permit to carry may appeal by petition to 
the district court having jurisdiction over the county or municipality where the application was 
submitted. The petition must list the sheriff as the respondent. The district court must hold a 
hearing at the earliest practicable date and in any event no later than 60 days following the filing 
of the petition for review. The court may not grant or deny any relief before the completion of 
the hearing. The record of the hearing must be sealed. The matter must be heard de novo without 
a jury. 
 
(b)  The court must issue written findings of fact and conclusions of law regarding the issues 
submitted by the parties. The court must issue its writ of mandamus directing that the permit be 
issued and order other appropriate relief unless the sheriff establishes by clear and convincing 
evidence: 
 
(1)  that the applicant is disqualified under the criteria described in subdivision 2, paragraph (b); 
or 
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(2)  that there exists a substantial likelihood that the applicant is a danger to self or the public if 
authorized to carry a pistol under a permit. Incidents of alleged criminal misconduct that are not 
investigated and documented may not be considered. 
 
(c)  If an applicant is denied a permit on the grounds that the applicant is listed in the criminal 
gang investigative data system under section 299C.091, the person may challenge the denial, 
after disclosure under court supervision of the reason for that listing, based on grounds that the 
person: 
 
(1)  was erroneously identified as a person in the data system; 
 
(2)  was improperly included in the data system according to the criteria outlined in section 
299C.091, subdivision 2, paragraph (b); or 
 
(3)  has demonstrably withdrawn from the activities and associations that led to inclusion in the 
data system. 
 
(d)  If the court grants a petition brought under paragraph (a), the court must award the applicant 
or permit holder reasonable costs and expenses including attorney fees. 
 
Subd. 12a.  Suspension as condition of release. — The district court may order suspension of the 
application process for a permit or suspend the permit of a permit holder as a condition of release 
pursuant to the same criteria as the surrender of firearms under section 629.715. A permit 
suspension must be promptly reported to the issuing sheriff. If the permit holder has an out-of-
state permit recognized under subdivision 16, the court must promptly report the suspension to 
the commissioner for inclusion solely in the database under subdivision 15, paragraph (a). 
 
Subd. 13.  Exemptions; adult correctional facility officers. — A permit to carry a pistol is not 
required of any officer of a state adult correctional facility when on guard duty or otherwise 
engaged in an assigned duty. 
 
Subd. 14.  Records.  
 
(a)  A sheriff must not maintain records or data collected, made, or held under this section 
concerning any applicant or permit holder that are not necessary under this section to support a 
permit that is outstanding or eligible for renewal under subdivision 7, paragraph (b). 
Notwithstanding section 138.163, sheriffs must completely purge all files and databases by 
March 1 of each year to delete all information collected under this section concerning all persons 
who are no longer current permit holders or currently eligible to renew their permit. 
 
(b)  Paragraph (a) does not apply to records or data concerning an applicant or permit holder who 
has had a permit denied or revoked under the criteria established in subdivision 2, paragraph (b), 
clause (1), or subdivision 6, paragraph (a), clause (3), for a period of six years from the date of 
the denial or revocation. 
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Subd. 15.  Commissioner; contracts; database.  
 
(a)  The commissioner must maintain an automated database of persons authorized to carry 
pistols under this section that is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, only to law 
enforcement agencies, including prosecutors carrying out their duties under subdivision 8a, to 
verify the validity of a permit. 
 
(b)  The commissioner may maintain a separate automated database of denied applications for 
permits to carry and of revoked permits that is available only to sheriffs performing their duties 
under this section containing the date of, the statutory basis for, and the initiating agency for any 
permit application denied or permit revoked for a period of six years from the date of the denial 
or revocation. 
 
(c)  The commissioner may contract with one or more vendors to implement the commissioner’s 
duties under this section. 
 
Subd. 16.  Recognition of permits from other states.  
 
(a)  The commissioner must annually establish and publish a list of other states that have laws 
governing the issuance of permits to carry weapons that are not similar to this section. The list 
must be available on the Internet. A person holding a carry permit from a state not on the list 
may use the license or permit in this state subject to the rights, privileges, and requirements of 
this section. 
 
(b)  Notwithstanding paragraph (a), no license or permit from another state is valid in this state if 
the holder is or becomes prohibited by law from possessing a firearm. 
 
(c)  Any sheriff or police chief may file a petition under subdivision 12 seeking an order 
suspending or revoking an out-of-state permit holder’s authority to carry a pistol in this state on 
the grounds set forth in subdivision 6, paragraph (a), clause (3). An order shall only be issued if 
the petitioner meets the burden of proof and criteria set forth in subdivision 12. If the court 
denies the petition, the court must award the permit holder reasonable costs and expenses 
including attorney fees. The petition may be filed in any county in the state where a person 
holding a license or permit from another state can be found. 
 
(d)  The commissioner must, when necessary, execute reciprocity agreements regarding carry 
permits with jurisdictions whose carry permits are recognized under paragraph (a). 
 
Subd. 17.  Posting; trespass.  
 
(a)  A person carrying a firearm on or about his or her person or clothes under a permit or 
otherwise who remains at a private establishment knowing that the operator of the establishment 
or its agent has made a reasonable request that firearms not be brought into the establishment 
may be ordered to leave the premises. A person who fails to leave when so requested is guilty of 
a petty misdemeanor. The fine for a first offense must not exceed $25. Notwithstanding section 
609.531, a firearm carried in violation of this subdivision is not subject to forfeiture. 
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(b)  As used in this subdivision, the terms in this paragraph have the meanings given. 
 
(1)  “Reasonable request” means a request made under the following circumstances: 
 
(i)  the requester has prominently posted a conspicuous sign at every entrance to the 
establishment containing the following language: “(INDICATE IDENTITY OF OPERATOR) 
BANS GUNS IN THESE PREMISES.”; or 
 
(ii)  the requester or the requester’s agent personally informs the person that guns are prohibited 
in the premises and demands compliance. 
 
(2)  “Prominently” means readily visible and within four feet laterally of the entrance with the 
bottom of the sign at a height of four to six feet above the floor. 
 
(3)  “Conspicuous” means lettering in black arial typeface at least 1- 1/2 inches in height against 
a bright contrasting background that is at least 187 square inches in area. 
 
(4)  “Private establishment” means a building, structure, or portion thereof that is owned, leased, 
controlled, or operated by a nongovernmental entity for a nongovernmental purpose. 
 
(c)  The owner or operator of a private establishment may not prohibit the lawful carry or 
possession of firearms in a parking facility or parking area. 
 
(d)  This subdivision does not apply to private residences. The lawful possessor of a private 
residence may prohibit firearms, and provide notice thereof, in any lawful manner. 
 
(e)  A landlord may not restrict the lawful carry or possession of firearms by tenants or their 
guests. 
 
(f)  Notwithstanding any inconsistent provisions in section 609.605, this subdivision sets forth 
the exclusive criteria to notify a permit holder when otherwise lawful firearm possession is not 
allowed in a private establishment and sets forth the exclusive penalty for such activity. 
 
(g)  This subdivision does not apply to: 
 
(1)  an active licensed peace officer; or 
 
(2)  a security guard acting in the course and scope of employment. 
 
Subd. 18.  Employers; public colleges and universities.  
 
(a)  An employer, whether public or private, may establish policies that restrict the carry or 
possession of firearms by its employees while acting in the course and scope of employment. 
Employment related civil sanctions may be invoked for a violation. 
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(b)  A public postsecondary institution regulated under chapter 136F or 137 may establish 
policies that restrict the carry or possession of firearms by its students while on the institution’s 
property. Academic sanctions may be invoked for a violation. 
 
(c)  Notwithstanding paragraphs (a) and (b), an employer or a postsecondary institution may not 
prohibit the lawful carry or possession of firearms in a parking facility or parking area. 
 
Subd. 19.  Immunity. — Neither a sheriff, police chief, any employee of a sheriff or police chief 
involved in the permit issuing process, nor any certified instructor is liable for damages resulting 
or arising from acts with a firearm committed by a permit holder, unless the person had actual 
knowledge at the time the permit was issued or the instruction was given that the applicant was 
prohibited by law from possessing a firearm. 
 
Subd. 20.  Monitoring.  
 
(a)  By March 1, 2004, and each year thereafter, the commissioner must report to the legislature 
on: 
 
(1)  the number of permits applied for, issued, suspended, revoked, and denied, further 
categorized by the age, sex, and zip code of the applicant or permit holder, since the previous 
submission, and in total; 
 
(2)  the number of permits currently valid; 
 
(3)  the specific reasons for each suspension, revocation, and denial and the number of reversed, 
canceled, or corrected actions; 
 
(4)  without expressly identifying an applicant, the number of denials or revocations based on the 
grounds under subdivision 6, paragraph (a), clause (3), the factual basis for each denial or 
revocation, and the result of an appeal, if any, including the court’s findings of fact, conclusions 
of law, and order; 
 
(5)  the number of convictions and types of crimes committed since the previous submission, and 
in total, by individuals with permits including data as to whether a firearm lawfully carried solely 
by virtue of a permit was actually used in furtherance of the crime; 
 
(6)  to the extent known or determinable, data on the lawful and justifiable use of firearms by 
permit holders; and 
 
(7)  the status of the segregated funds reported to the commissioner under subdivision 21. 
 
(b)  Sheriffs and police chiefs must supply the Department of Public Safety with the basic data 
the department requires to complete the report under paragraph (a). Sheriffs and police chiefs 
may submit data classified as private to the Department of Public Safety under this paragraph. 
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(c)  Copies of the report under paragraph (a) must be made available to the public at the actual 
cost of duplication. 
 
(d)  Nothing contained in any provision of this section or any other law requires or authorizes the 
registration, documentation, collection, or providing of serial numbers or other data on firearms 
or on firearms’ owners. 
 
Subd. 21.  Use of fees. — Fees collected by sheriffs under this section and not forwarded to the 
commissioner must be used only to pay the direct costs of administering this section. Fee money 
may be used to pay the costs of appeals of prevailing applicants or permit holders under 
subdivision 8, paragraph (c); subdivision 12, paragraph (e); and subdivision 16, paragraph (c). 
Fee money may also be used to pay the reasonable costs of the county attorney to represent the 
sheriff in proceedings under this section. The revenues must be maintained in a segregated fund. 
Fund balances must be carried over from year to year and do not revert to any other fund. As part 
of the information supplied under subdivision 20, paragraph (b), by January 31 of each year, a 
sheriff must report to the commissioner on the sheriff’s segregated fund for the preceding 
calendar year, including information regarding: 
 
(1)  nature and amount of revenues; 
 
(2)  nature and amount of expenditures; and 
 
(3)  nature and amount of balances. 
 
Subd. 22.  Short title; construction; severability. — This section may be cited as the Minnesota 
Citizens’ Personal Protection Act of 2003. The legislature of the state of Minnesota recognizes 
and declares that the second amendment of the United States Constitution guarantees the 
fundamental, individual right to keep and bear arms. The provisions of this section are declared 
to be necessary to accomplish compelling state interests in regulation of those rights. The terms 
of this section must be construed according to the compelling state interest test. The invalidation 
of any provision of this section shall not invalidate any other provision. 
 
Subd. 23.  Exclusivity. — This section sets forth the complete and exclusive criteria and 
procedures for the issuance of permits to carry and establishes their nature and scope. No sheriff, 
police chief, governmental unit, government official, government employee, or other person or 
body acting under color of law or governmental authority may change, modify, or supplement 
these criteria or procedures, or limit the exercise of a permit to carry. 
 
Subd. 24.  Predatory offenders. — Except when acting under the authority of other law, it is a 
misdemeanor for a person required to register by section 243.166 to carry a pistol whether or not 
the carrier possesses a permit to carry issued under this section. If an action prohibited by this 
subdivision is also a violation of another law, the violation may be prosecuted under either law. 
 
Minn. Stat. § 624.7142 (2015) 
Carrying while under influence of alcohol or controlled substance 
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Subdivision 1. Acts prohibited. 
 
A person may not carry a pistol on or about the person's clothes or person in a public place: 
 
(1) when the person is under the influence of a controlled substance, as defined in section 
152.01, subdivision 4; 
 
(2) when the person is under the influence of a combination of any two or more of the elements 
named in clauses (1) and (4); 
 
(3) when the person is knowingly under the influence of any chemical compound or combination 
of chemical compounds that is listed as a hazardous substance in rules adopted under section 
182.655 and that affects the nervous system, brain, or muscles of the person so as to impair the 
person's clearness of intellect or physical control; 
 
(4) when the person is under the influence of alcohol; 
 
(5) when the person's alcohol concentration is 0.10 or more; or 
 
(6) when the person's alcohol concentration is less than 0.10, but more than 0.04. 
 
Subd. 2. Arrest. 
 
A peace officer may arrest a person for a violation under subdivision 1 without a warrant upon 
probable cause, without regard to whether the violation was committed in the officer's presence. 
 
Subd. 3. Preliminary screening test. 
 
When an officer authorized under subdivision 2 to make arrests has reason to believe that the 
person may be violating or has violated subdivision 1, the officer may require the person to 
provide a breath sample for a preliminary screening test using a device approved by the 
commissioner for this purpose. The results of the preliminary screening test must be used for the 
purpose of deciding whether an arrest should be made under this section and whether to require 
the chemical tests authorized in section 624.7143, but may not be used in any court action 
except: (1) to prove that the test was properly required of a person under section 624.7143, or (2) 
in a civil action arising out of the use of the pistol. Following the preliminary screening test, 
additional tests may be required of the person as provided under section 624.7143. A person who 
refuses a breath sample is subject to the provisions of section 624.7143 unless, in compliance 
with that section, the person submits to a blood, breath, or urine test to determine the presence of 
alcohol or a controlled substance. 
 
Subd. 4. Evidence. 
 
In a prosecution for a violation of subdivision 1, the admission of evidence of the amount of 
alcohol or a controlled substance in the person's blood, breath, or urine is governed by section 
169A.45. 
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Subd. 5. Suspension. 
 
A person who is charged with a violation under this section may have their authority to carry a 
pistol in a public place on or about the person's clothes or person under the provisions of a permit 
or otherwise suspended by the court as a condition of release. 
 
Subd. 6. Penalties. 
 
(a) A person who violates a prohibition under subdivision 1, clauses (1) to (5), is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. A second or subsequent violation is a gross misdemeanor. 
 
(b) A person who violates subdivision 1, clause (6), is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 
(c) In addition to the penalty imposed under paragraph (a), if a person violates subdivision 1, 
clauses (1) to (5), the person's authority to carry a pistol in a public place on or about the person's 
clothes or person under the provisions of a permit or otherwise is revoked and the person may 
not reapply for a period of one year from the date of conviction. 
 
(d) In addition to the penalty imposed under paragraph (b), if a person violates subdivision 1, 
clause (6), the person's authority to carry a pistol in a public place on or about the person's 
clothes or person under the provisions of a permit or otherwise is suspended for 180 days from 
the date of conviction. 
 
(e) Notwithstanding section 609.531, a firearm carried in violation of subdivision 1, clause (6), is 
not subject to forfeiture. 
 
Minn. Stat. § 624.717 (2015) 
Local regulation 
 
Sections 624.711 to 624.716 shall be construed to supersede municipal or county regulation of 
the carrying or possessing of pistols and the regulation of Saturday night special pistols. 
 
Minn. Stat. § 624.7181 (2015) 
Rifles and shotguns in public places 
  
Subdivision 1. Definitions. 
 
For purposes of this section, the following terms have the meanings given them. 
 
(a) "BB gun" means a device that fires or ejects a shot measuring .18 of an inch or less in 
diameter. 
 
(b) "Carry" does not include: 
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(1) the carrying of a BB gun, rifle, or shotgun to, from, or at a place where firearms are repaired, 
bought, sold, traded, or displayed, or where hunting, target shooting, or other lawful activity 
involving firearms occurs, or at funerals, parades, or other lawful ceremonies; 
 
(2) the carrying by a person of a BB gun, rifle, or shotgun that is unloaded and in a gun case 
expressly made to contain a firearm, if the case fully encloses the firearm by being zipped, 
snapped, buckled, tied, or otherwise fastened, and no portion of the firearm is exposed; 
 
(3) the carrying of a BB gun, rifle, or shotgun by a person who has a permit under section 
624.714; 
 
(4) the carrying of an antique firearm as a curiosity or for its historical significance or value; or 
 
(5) the transporting of a BB gun, rifle, or shotgun in compliance with section 97B.045. 
 
(c) "Public place" means property owned, leased, or controlled by a governmental unit and 
private property that is regularly and frequently open to or made available for use by the public 
in sufficient numbers to give clear notice of the property's current dedication to public use but 
does not include: a person's dwelling house or premises, the place of business owned or managed 
by the person, or land possessed by the person; a gun show, gun shop, or hunting or target 
shooting facility; or the woods, fields, or waters of this state where the person is present lawfully 
for the purpose of hunting or target shooting or other lawful activity involving firearms. 
 
Subd. 2. Penalties. 
 
Whoever carries a BB gun, rifle, or shotgun on or about the person in a public place is guilty of a 
gross misdemeanor. A person under the age of 21 who carries a semiautomatic military-style 
assault weapon, as defined in section 624.712, subdivision 7, on or about the person in a public 
place is guilty of a felony. 
 
Subd. 3. Exceptions. 
 
This section does not apply to officers, employees, or agents of law enforcement agencies or the 
armed forces of this state or the United States, or private detectives or protective agents, to the 
extent that these persons are authorized by law to carry firearms and are acting in the scope of 
their official duties. 
 
Mississippi 
 
Miss. Code Ann. § 45-9-51 (2015)  
Prohibition against adoption of certain ordinances   
 
(1) Subject to the provisions of Section 45-9-53, no county or municipality may adopt any 
ordinance that restricts the possession, carrying, transportation, sale, transfer or ownership of 
firearms or ammunition or their components.  
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(2) No public housing authority operating in this state may adopt any rule or regulation 
restricting a lessee or tenant of a dwelling owned and operated by such public housing authority 
from lawfully possessing firearms or ammunition or their components within individual dwelling 
units or the transportation of such firearms or ammunition or their components to and from such 
dwelling. 
 
Miss. Code Ann. § 45-9-53 (2015)  
Exceptions; procedure for challenging ordinances; county or municipal programs to 
purchase weapons from citizens   
 
(1)  This section and Section 45-9-51 do not affect the authority that a county or municipality 
may have under another law: 
 
(a)  To require citizens or public employees to be armed for personal or national defense, law 
enforcement, or another lawful purpose; 
 
(b)  To regulate the discharge of firearms within the limits of the county or municipality. A 
county or municipality may not apply a regulation relating to the discharge of firearms or other 
weapons in the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the county or municipality or in an area annexed by 
the county or municipality after September 1, 1981, if the firearm or other weapon is: 
 
(i)  A shotgun, air rifle or air pistol, BB gun or bow and arrow discharged: 
 
1.  On a tract of land of ten (10) acres or more and more than one hundred fifty (150) feet from a 
residence or occupied building located on another property; and 
 
2.  In a manner not reasonably expected to cause a projectile to cross the boundary of the tract; or 
 
(ii)  A center fire or rim fire rifle or pistol or a muzzle-loading rifle or pistol of any caliber 
discharged: 
 
1.  On a tract of land of fifty (50) acres or more and more than three hundred (300) feet from a 
residence or occupied building located on another property; and 
 
2.  In a manner not reasonably expected to cause a projectile to cross the boundary of the tract; 
 
(c)  To regulate the use of property or location of businesses for uses therein pursuant to fire 
code, zoning ordinances, or land-use regulations, so long as such codes, ordinances and 
regulations are not used to circumvent the intent of Section 45-9-51 or paragraph (e) of this 
subsection; 
 
(d)  To regulate the use of firearms in cases of insurrection, riots and natural disasters in which 
the city finds such regulation necessary to protect the health and safety of the public. However, 
the provisions of this section shall not apply to the lawful possession of firearms, ammunition or 
components of firearms or ammunition; 
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(e)  To regulate the storage or transportation of explosives in order to protect the health and 
safety of the public, with the exception of black powder which is exempt up to twenty-five (25) 
pounds per private residence and fifty (50) pounds per retail dealer; 
 
(f)  To regulate the carrying of a firearm at: (i) a public park or at a public meeting of a county, 
municipality or other governmental body; (ii) a political rally, parade or official political 
meeting; or (iii) a nonfirearm-related school, college or professional athletic event; or 
 
(g)  To regulate the receipt of firearms by pawnshops. 
 
(2)  The exception provided by subsection (1)(f) of this section does not apply if the firearm was 
in or carried to and from an area designated for use in a lawful hunting, fishing or other sporting 
event and the firearm is of the type commonly used in the activity. 
 
(3)  This section and Section 45-9-51 do not authorize a county or municipality or their officers 
or employees to act in contravention of Section 33-7-303. 
 
(4)  No county or a municipality may use the written notice provisions of Section 45-9-101(13) 
to prohibit concealed firearms on property under their control except: 
 
(a)  At a location listed in Section 45-9-101(13) indicating that a license issued under Section 45-
9-101 does not authorize the holder to carry a firearm into that location, as long as the sign also 
indicates that carrying a firearm is unauthorized only for license holders without a training 
endorsement or that it is a location included in Section 97-37-7(2) where carrying a firearm is 
unauthorized for all license holders; and 
 
(b)  At any location under the control of the county or municipality aside from a location listed in 
subsection (1)(f) of this section or Section 45-9-101(13) indicating that the possession of a 
firearm is prohibited on the premises, as long as the sign also indicates that it does not apply to a 
person properly licensed under Section 45-9-101 or Section 97-37-7(2) to carry a concealed 
firearm or to a person lawfully carrying a firearm that is not concealed. 
 
(5)  (a) A citizen of this state, or a person licensed to carry a concealed pistol or revolver under 
Section 45-9-101, or a person licensed to carry a concealed pistol or revolver with the 
endorsement under Section 97-37-7, who is adversely affected by an ordinance or posted written 
notice adopted by a county or municipality in violation of this section may file suit for 
declarative and injunctive relief against a county or municipality in the circuit court which shall 
have jurisdiction over the county or municipality where the violation of this section occurs. 
 
(b)  Before instituting suit under this subsection, the party adversely impacted by the ordinance 
or posted written notice shall notify the Attorney General in writing of the violation and include 
evidence of the violation. The Attorney General shall, within thirty (30) days, investigate 
whether the county or municipality adopted an ordinance or posted written notice in violation of 
this section and provide the chief administrative officer of the county or municipality notice of 
his findings, including, if applicable, a description of the violation and specific language of the 
ordinance or posted written notice found to be in violation. The county or municipality shall have 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-347

thirty (30) days from receipt of that notice to cure the violation. If the county or municipality 
fails to cure the violation within that thirty-day time period, a suit under paragraph (a) of this 
subsection may proceed. The findings of the Attorney General shall constitute a "Public Record" 
as defined by the Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983, Section 25-61-1 et seq. 
 
(c)  If the circuit court finds that a county or municipality adopted an ordinance or posted written 
notice in violation of this section and failed to cure that violation in accordance with paragraph 
(b) of this subsection, the circuit court shall issue a permanent injunction against a county or 
municipality prohibiting it from enforcing the ordinance or posted written notice. Any elected 
county or municipal official under whose jurisdiction the violation occurred may be civilly liable 
in a sum not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), plus all reasonable attorney's fees and 
costs incurred by the party bringing the suit. Public funds may not be used to defend or 
reimburse officials who are found by the court to have violated this section. 
 
(d)  It shall be an affirmative defense to any claim brought against an elected county or 
municipal official under this subsection (5) that the elected official: 
 
(i)  Did not vote in the affirmative for the adopted ordinance or posted written notice deemed by 
the court to be in violation of this section; 
 
(ii)  Did attempt to take recorded action to cure the violation as noticed by the Attorney General 
in paragraph (b) of this subsection; or 
 
(iii)  Did attempt to take recorded action to rescind the ordinance or remove the posted written 
notice deemed by the court to be in violation of this section. 
 
(6)  No county or municipality or their officers or employees may participate in any program in 
which individuals are given a thing of value provided by another individual or other entity in 
exchange for surrendering a firearm to the county, municipality or other governmental body 
unless: 
 
(a)  The county or municipality has adopted an ordinance authorizing the participation of the 
county or municipality, or participation by an officer or employee of the county or municipality 
in such a program; and 
 
(b)  Any ordinance enacted pursuant to this section must require that any firearm received shall 
be offered for sale at auction as provided by Sections 19-3-85 and 21-39-21 to federally licensed 
firearms dealers, with the proceeds from such sale at auction reverting to the general operating 
fund of the county, municipality or other governmental body. Any firearm remaining in 
possession of the county, municipality or other governmental body after attempts to sell at 
auction may be disposed of in a manner that the body deems appropriate. 
 
Miss. Code Ann. § 45-9-101 (2015)  
License to carry stun gun, concealed pistol or revolver   
 
(1)  (a) Except as otherwise provided, the Department of Public Safety is authorized to issue 
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licenses to carry stun guns, concealed pistols or revolvers to persons qualified as provided in this 
section. Such licenses shall be valid throughout the state for a period of five (5) years from the 
date of issuance. Any person possessing a valid license issued pursuant to this section may carry 
a stun gun, concealed pistol or concealed revolver. 
 
(b)  The licensee must carry the license, together with valid identification, at all times in which 
the licensee is carrying a stun gun, concealed pistol or revolver and must display both the license 
and proper identification upon demand by a law enforcement officer. A violation of the 
provisions of this paragraph (b) shall constitute a noncriminal violation with a penalty of 
Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) and shall be enforceable by summons. 
 
(2)  The Department of Public Safety shall issue a license if the applicant: 
 
(a)  Is a resident of the state and has been a resident for twelve (12) months or longer 
immediately preceding the filing of the application. However, this residency requirement may be 
waived if the applicant possesses a valid permit from another state, is active military personnel 
stationed in Mississippi, or is a retired law enforcement officer establishing residency in the 
state; 
 
(b)  
 
(i)  Is twenty-one (21) years of age or older; or 
 
(ii)  Is at least eighteen (18) years of age but not yet twenty-one (21) years of age and the 
applicant: 
 
1.  Is a member or veteran of the United States Armed Forces, including National Guard or 
Reserve; and 
 
2.  Holds a valid Mississippi driver's license or identification card issued by the Department of 
Public Safety; 
 
(c)  Does not suffer from a physical infirmity which prevents the safe handling of a stun gun, 
pistol or revolver; 
 
(d)  Is not ineligible to possess a firearm by virtue of having been convicted of a felony in a court 
of this state, of any other state, or of the United States without having been pardoned for same; 
 
(e)  Does not chronically or habitually abuse controlled substances to the extent that his normal 
faculties are impaired. It shall be presumed that an applicant chronically and habitually uses 
controlled substances to the extent that his faculties are impaired if the applicant has been 
voluntarily or involuntarily committed to a treatment facility for the abuse of a controlled 
substance or been found guilty of a crime under the provisions of the Uniform Controlled 
Substances Law or similar laws of any other state or the United States relating to controlled 
substances within a three-year period immediately preceding the date on which the application is 
submitted; 
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(f)  Does not chronically and habitually use alcoholic beverages to the extent that his normal 
faculties are impaired. It shall be presumed that an applicant chronically and habitually uses 
alcoholic beverages to the extent that his normal faculties are impaired if the applicant has been 
voluntarily or involuntarily committed as an alcoholic to a treatment facility or has been 
convicted of two (2) or more offenses related to the use of alcohol under the laws of this state or 
similar laws of any other state or the United States within the three-year period immediately 
preceding the date on which the application is submitted; 
 
(g)  Desires a legal means to carry a stun gun, concealed pistol or revolver to defend himself; 
 
(h)  Has not been adjudicated mentally incompetent, or has waited five (5) years from the date of 
his restoration to capacity by court order; 
 
(i)  Has not been voluntarily or involuntarily committed to a mental institution or mental health 
treatment facility unless he possesses a certificate from a psychiatrist licensed in this state that he 
has not suffered from disability for a period of five (5) years; 
 
(j)  Has not had adjudication of guilt withheld or imposition of sentence suspended on any felony 
unless three (3) years have elapsed since probation or any other conditions set by the court have 
been fulfilled; 
 
(k)  Is not a fugitive from justice; and 
 
(l)  Is not disqualified to possess a weapon based on federal law. 
 
(3)  The Department of Public Safety may deny a license if the applicant has been found guilty of 
one or more crimes of violence constituting a misdemeanor unless three (3) years have elapsed 
since probation or any other conditions set by the court have been fulfilled or expunction has 
occurred prior to the date on which the application is submitted, or may revoke a license if the 
licensee has been found guilty of one or more crimes of violence within the preceding three (3) 
years. The department shall, upon notification by a law enforcement agency or a court and 
subsequent written verification, suspend a license or the processing of an application for a 
license if the licensee or applicant is arrested or formally charged with a crime which would 
disqualify such person from having a license under this section, until final disposition of the 
case. The provisions of subsection (7) of this section shall apply to any suspension or revocation 
of a license pursuant to the provisions of this section. 
 
(4)  The application shall be completed, under oath, on a form promulgated by the Department of 
Public Safety and shall include only: 
 
(a)  The name, address, place and date of birth, race, sex and occupation of the applicant; 
 
(b)  The driver's license number or social security number of applicant; 
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(c)  Any previous address of the applicant for the two (2) years preceding the date of the 
application; 
 
(d)  A statement that the applicant is in compliance with criteria contained within subsections (2) 
and (3) of this section; 
 
(e)  A statement that the applicant has been furnished a copy of this section and is knowledgeable 
of its provisions; 
 
(f)  A conspicuous warning that the application is executed under oath and that a knowingly false 
answer to any question, or the knowing submission of any false document by the applicant, 
subjects the applicant to criminal prosecution; and 
 
(g)  A statement that the applicant desires a legal means to carry a stun gun, concealed pistol or 
revolver to defend himself. 
 
(5)  The applicant shall submit only the following to the Department of Public Safety: 
 
(a)  A completed application as described in subsection (4) of this section; 
 
(b)  A full-face photograph of the applicant taken within the preceding thirty (30) days in which 
the head, including hair, in a size as determined by the Department of Public Safety, except that 
an applicant who is younger than twenty-one (21) years of age must submit a photograph in 
profile of the applicant; 
 
(c)  A nonrefundable license fee of Eighty Dollars ($80.00). Costs for processing the set of 
fingerprints as required in paragraph (d) of this subsection shall be borne by the applicant. 
Honorably retired law enforcement officers, disabled veterans and active duty members of the 
Armed Forces of the United States shall be exempt from the payment of the license fee; 
 
(d)  A full set of fingerprints of the applicant administered by the Department of Public Safety; 
and 
 
(e)  A waiver authorizing the Department of Public Safety access to any records concerning 
commitments of the applicant to any of the treatment facilities or institutions referred to in 
subsection (2) and permitting access to all the applicant's criminal records. 
 
(6)  (a) The Department of Public Safety, upon receipt of the items listed in subsection (5) of this 
section, shall forward the full set of fingerprints of the applicant to the appropriate agencies for 
state and federal processing. 
 
(b)  The Department of Public Safety shall forward a copy of the applicant's application to the 
sheriff of the applicant's county of residence and, if applicable, the police chief of the applicant's 
municipality of residence. The sheriff of the applicant's county of residence and, if applicable, 
the police chief of the applicant's municipality of residence may, at his discretion, participate in 
the process by submitting a voluntary report to the Department of Public Safety containing any 
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readily discoverable prior information that he feels may be pertinent to the licensing of any 
applicant. The reporting shall be made within thirty (30) days after the date he receives the copy 
of the application. Upon receipt of a response from a sheriff or police chief, such sheriff or police 
chief shall be reimbursed at a rate set by the department. 
 
(c)  The Department of Public Safety shall, within forty-five (45) days after the date of receipt of 
the items listed in subsection (5) of this section: 
 
(i)  Issue the license; 
 
(ii)  Deny the application based solely on the ground that the applicant fails to qualify under the 
criteria listed in subsections (2) and (3) of this section. If the Department of Public Safety denies 
the application, it shall notify the applicant in writing, stating the ground for denial, and the 
denial shall be subject to the appeal process set forth in subsection (7); or 
 
(iii)  Notify the applicant that the department is unable to make a determination regarding the 
issuance or denial of a license within the forty-five-day period prescribed by this subsection, and 
provide an estimate of the amount of time the department will need to make the determination. 
 
(d)  In the event a legible set of fingerprints, as determined by the Department of Public Safety 
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation, cannot be obtained after a minimum of two (2) attempts, 
the Department of Public Safety shall determine eligibility based upon a name check by the 
Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol and a Federal Bureau of Investigation name check conducted 
by the Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol at the request of the Department of Public Safety. 
 
(7)  (a) If the Department of Public Safety denies the issuance of a license, or suspends or 
revokes a license, the party aggrieved may appeal such denial, suspension or revocation to the 
Commissioner of Public Safety, or his authorized agent, within thirty (30) days after the 
aggrieved party receives written notice of such denial, suspension or revocation. The 
Commissioner of Public Safety, or his duly authorized agent, shall rule upon such appeal within 
thirty (30) days after the appeal is filed and failure to rule within this thirty-day period shall 
constitute sustaining such denial, suspension or revocation. Such review shall be conducted 
pursuant to such reasonable rules and regulations as the Commissioner of Public Safety may 
adopt. 
 
(b)  If the revocation, suspension or denial of issuance is sustained by the Commissioner of 
Public Safety, or his duly authorized agent pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection, the 
aggrieved party may file within ten (10) days after the rendition of such decision a petition in the 
circuit or county court of his residence for review of such decision. A hearing for review shall be 
held and shall proceed before the court without a jury upon the record made at the hearing before 
the Commissioner of Public Safety or his duly authorized agent. No such party shall be allowed 
to carry a stun gun, concealed pistol or revolver pursuant to the provisions of this section while 
any such appeal is pending. 
 
(8)  The Department of Public Safety shall maintain an automated listing of license holders and 
such information shall be available online, upon request, at all times, to all law enforcement 
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agencies through the Mississippi Crime Information Center. However, the records of the 
department relating to applications for licenses to carry stun guns, concealed pistols or revolvers 
and records relating to license holders shall be exempt from the provisions of the Mississippi 
Public Records Act of 1983, and shall be released only upon order of a court having proper 
jurisdiction over a petition for release of the record or records. 
 
(9)  Within thirty (30) days after the changing of a permanent address, or within thirty (30) days 
after having a license lost or destroyed, the licensee shall notify the Department of Public Safety 
in writing of such change or loss. Failure to notify the Department of Public Safety pursuant to 
the provisions of this subsection shall constitute a noncriminal violation with a penalty of 
Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) and shall be enforceable by a summons. 
 
(10)  In the event that a stun gun, concealed pistol or revolver license is lost or destroyed, the 
person to whom the license was issued shall comply with the provisions of subsection (9) of this 
section and may obtain a duplicate, or substitute thereof, upon payment of Fifteen Dollars 
($15.00) to the Department of Public Safety, and furnishing a notarized statement to the 
department that such license has been lost or destroyed. 
 
(11)  A license issued under this section shall be revoked if the licensee becomes ineligible under 
the criteria set forth in subsection (2) of this section. 
 
(12)  (a) No less than ninety (90) days prior to the expiration date of the license, the Department 
of Public Safety shall mail to each licensee a written notice of the expiration and a renewal form 
prescribed by the department. The licensee must renew his license on or before the expiration 
date by filing with the department the renewal form, a notarized affidavit stating that the licensee 
remains qualified pursuant to the criteria specified in subsections (2) and (3) of this section, and 
a full set of fingerprints administered by the Department of Public Safety or the sheriff of the 
county of residence of the licensee. The first renewal may be processed by mail and the 
subsequent renewal must be made in person. Thereafter every other renewal may be processed 
by mail to assure that the applicant must appear in person every ten (10) years for the purpose of 
obtaining a new photograph. 
 
(i)  Except as provided in this subsection, a renewal fee of Forty Dollars ($40.00) shall also be 
submitted along with costs for processing the fingerprints; 
 
(ii)  Honorably retired law enforcement officers, disabled veterans and active duty members of 
the Armed Forces of the United States shall be exempt from the renewal fee; and 
 
(iii)  The renewal fee for a Mississippi resident aged sixty-five (65) years of age or older shall be 
Twenty Dollars ($20.00). 
 
(b)  The Department of Public Safety shall forward the full set of fingerprints of the applicant to 
the appropriate agencies for state and federal processing. The license shall be renewed upon 
receipt of the completed renewal application and appropriate payment of fees. 
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(c)  A licensee who fails to file a renewal application on or before its expiration date must renew 
his license by paying a late fee of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00). No license shall be renewed six (6) 
months or more after its expiration date, and such license shall be deemed to be permanently 
expired. A person whose license has been permanently expired may reapply for licensure; 
however, an application for licensure and fees pursuant to subsection (5) of this section must be 
submitted, and a background investigation shall be conducted pursuant to the provisions of this 
section. 
 
(13)  No license issued pursuant to this section shall authorize any person to carry a stun gun, 
concealed pistol or revolver into any place of nuisance as defined in Section 95-3-1, Mississippi 
Code of 1972; any police, sheriff or highway patrol station; any detention facility, prison or jail; 
any courthouse; any courtroom, except that nothing in this section shall preclude a judge from 
carrying a concealed weapon or determining who will carry a concealed weapon in his 
courtroom; any polling place; any meeting place of the governing body of any governmental 
entity; any meeting of the Legislature or a committee thereof; any school, college or professional 
athletic event not related to firearms; any portion of an establishment, licensed to dispense 
alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises, that is primarily devoted to dispensing 
alcoholic beverages; any portion of an establishment in which beer or light wine is consumed on 
the premises, that is primarily devoted to such purpose; any elementary or secondary school 
facility; any junior college, community college, college or university facility unless for the 
purpose of participating in any authorized firearms-related activity; inside the passenger terminal 
of any airport, except that no person shall be prohibited from carrying any legal firearm into the 
terminal if the firearm is encased for shipment, for purposes of checking such firearm as baggage 
to be lawfully transported on any aircraft; any church or other place of worship; or any place 
where the carrying of firearms is prohibited by federal law. In addition to the places enumerated 
in this subsection, the carrying of a stun gun, concealed pistol or revolver may be disallowed in 
any place in the discretion of the person or entity exercising control over the physical location of 
such place by the placing of a written notice clearly readable at a distance of not less than ten 
(10) feet that the "carrying of a pistol or revolver is prohibited." No license issued pursuant to 
this section shall authorize the participants in a parade or demonstration for which a permit is 
required to carry a stun gun, concealed pistol or revolver. 
 
(14)  A law enforcement officer as defined in Section 45-6-3, chiefs of police, sheriffs and 
persons licensed as professional bondsmen pursuant to Chapter 39, Title 83, Mississippi Code of 
1972, shall be exempt from the licensing requirements of this section. The licensing 
requirements of this section do not apply to the carrying by any person of a stun gun, pistol or 
revolver, knife, or other deadly weapon that is not concealed as defined in Section 97-37-1. 
 
(15)  Any person who knowingly submits a false answer to any question on an application for a 
license issued pursuant to this section, or who knowingly submits a false document when 
applying for a license issued pursuant to this section, shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and shall be punished as provided in Section 99-19-31, Mississippi Code of 1972. 
 
(16)  All fees collected by the Department of Public Safety pursuant to this section shall be 
deposited into a special fund hereby created in the State Treasury and shall be used for 
implementation and administration of this section. After the close of each fiscal year, the balance 
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in this fund shall be certified to the Legislature and then may be used by the Department of 
Public Safety as directed by the Legislature. 
 
(17)  All funds received by a sheriff or police chief pursuant to the provisions of this section shall 
be deposited into the general fund of the county or municipality, as appropriate, and shall be 
budgeted to the sheriff's office or police department as appropriate. 
 
(18)  Nothing in this section shall be construed to require or allow the registration, 
documentation or providing of serial numbers with regard to any stun gun or firearm. 
 
(19)  Any person holding a valid unrevoked and unexpired license to carry stun guns, concealed 
pistols or revolvers issued in another state shall have such license recognized by this state to 
carry stun guns, concealed pistols or revolvers. The Department of Public Safety is authorized to 
enter into a reciprocal agreement with another state if that state requires a written agreement in 
order to recognize licenses to carry stun guns, concealed pistols or revolvers issued by this state. 
 
(20)  The provisions of this section shall be under the supervision of the Commissioner of Public 
Safety. The commissioner is authorized to promulgate reasonable rules and regulations to carry 
out the provisions of this section. 
 
(21)  For the purposes of this section, the term "stun gun" means a portable device or weapon 
from which an electric current, impulse, wave or beam may be directed, which current, impulse, 
wave or beam is designed to incapacitate temporarily, injure, momentarily stun, knock out, cause 
mental disorientation or paralyze. 
 
(22)  (a) From and after January 1, 2016, the Commissioner of Public Safety shall promulgate 
rules and regulations which provide that licenses authorized by this section for honorably retired 
law enforcement officers and honorably retired correctional officers from the Mississippi 
Department of Corrections shall (i) include the words "retired law enforcement officer" on the 
front of the license, and (ii) that the license itself have a red background to distinguish it from 
other licenses issued under this section. 
 
(b)  An honorably retired law enforcement officer and honorably retired correctional officer shall 
provide the following information to receive the license described in this section: (i) a letter, with 
the official letterhead of the agency or department from which such officer is retiring, which 
explains that such officer is honorably retired, and (ii) a letter with the official letterhead of the 
agency or department, which explains that such officer has completed a certified law 
enforcement training academy. 
 
(23)  A disabled veteran who seeks to qualify for an exemption under this section shall be 
required to provide, as proof of service-connected disability, verification from the United States 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 
 
(24)  No license shall be required under this section for a loaded or unloaded pistol or revolver 
carried in a purse, handbag, satchel, other similar bag or briefcase or fully enclosed case. 
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Miss. Code Ann. § 97-37-1 (2015) 
Deadly weapons; carrying while concealed; use or attempt to use; penalties; "concealed" 
defined  
 
(1) Except as otherwise provided in Section 45-9-101, any person who carries, concealed on or 
about one's person, any bowie knife, dirk knife, butcher knife, switchblade knife, metallic 
knuckles, blackjack, slingshot, pistol, revolver, or any rifle with a barrel of less than sixteen (16) 
inches in length, or any shotgun with a barrel of less than eighteen (18) inches in length, machine 
gun or any fully automatic firearm or deadly weapon, or any muffler or silencer for any firearm, 
whether or not it is accompanied by a firearm, or uses or attempts to use against another person 
any imitation firearm, shall, upon conviction, be punished as follows:  
 
  (a) By a fine of not less than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) nor more than Five Hundred 
Dollars ($500.00), or by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than six (6) months, or 
both, in the discretion of the court, for the first conviction under this section.  
 
  (b) By a fine of not less than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) nor more than Five Hundred 
Dollars ($500.00), and imprisonment in the county jail for not less than thirty (30) days nor more 
than six (6) months, for the second conviction under this section.  
 
  (c) By confinement in the custody of the Department of Corrections for not less than one (1) 
year nor more than five (5) years, for the third or subsequent conviction under this section.  
 
  (d) By confinement in the custody of the Department of Corrections for not less than one (1) 
year nor more than ten (10) years for any person previously convicted of any felony who is 
convicted under this section.  
 
(2) It shall not be a violation of this section for any person over the age of eighteen (18) years to 
carry a firearm or deadly weapon concealed within the confines of his own home or his place of 
business, or any real property associated with his home or business or within any motor vehicle.  
 
(3) It shall not be a violation of this section for any person to carry a firearm or deadly weapon 
concealed if the possessor of the weapon is then engaged in a legitimate weapon-related sports 
activity or is going to or returning from such activity. For purposes of this subsection, "legitimate 
weapon-related sports activity" means hunting, fishing, target shooting or any other legal activity 
which normally involves the use of a firearm or other weapon.  
 
(4) For the purposes of this section, "concealed" means hidden or obscured from common 
observation and shall not include any weapon listed in subsection (1) of this section, including, 
but not limited to, a loaded or unloaded pistol carried upon the person in a sheath, belt holster or 
shoulder holster that is wholly or partially visible, or carried upon the person in a scabbard or 
case for carrying the weapon that is wholly or partially visible. 
 
Miss. Code Ann. § 97-37-19 (2015)  
Deadly weapons; exhibiting in threatening manner   
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If any person, having or carrying any dirk, dirk-knife, sword, sword-cane, or any deadly weapon, 
or other weapon the carrying of which concealed is prohibited by Section 97-37-1, shall, in the 
presence of another person, brandish or wield the same in a threatening manner, not in necessary 
self-defense, or shall in any manner unlawfully use the same in any fight or quarrel, the person 
so offending, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined in a sum not exceeding Five Hundred 
Dollars ($500.00) or be imprisoned in the county jail not exceeding three (3) months, or both. In 
prosecutions under this section it shall not be necessary for the affidavit or indictment to aver, 
nor for the state to prove on the trial, that any gun, pistol, or other firearm was charged, loaded, 
or in condition to be discharged. 
 
Missouri 
 
Mo. Const. art. I, § 23 (amended 2014) 
Right to Keep and Bear Arms--Exception 
 
That the right of every citizen to keep and bear arms, ammunition, and accessories typical to the 
normal function of such arms, in defense of his home, person, family and property, or when 
lawfully summoned in aid of the civil power, shall not be questioned. The rights guaranteed by 
this section shall be unalienable. Any restriction on these rights shall be subject to strict scrutiny 
and the state of Missouri shall be obligated to uphold these rights and shall under no 
circumstances decline to protect against their infringement. Nothing in this section shall be 
construed to prevent the general assembly from enacting general laws which limit the rights of 
convicted violent felons or those adjudicated by a court to be a danger to self or others as result 
of a mental disorder or mental infirmity. 
 
Mo. Rev. Stat § 21.750 (2015)  
Firearms legislation preemption by general assembly, exceptions--limitation on civil 
recovery against firearms or ammunitions manufacturers, when, exception 
  
1.  The general assembly hereby occupies and preempts the entire field of legislation touching in 
any way firearms, components, ammunition and supplies to the complete exclusion of any order, 
ordinance or regulation by any political subdivision of this state. Any existing or future orders, 
ordinances or regulations in this field are hereby and shall be null and void except as provided in 
subsection 3 of this section. 
 
2.  No county, city, town, village, municipality, or other political subdivision of this state shall 
adopt any order, ordinance or regulation concerning in any way the sale, purchase, purchase 
delay, transfer, ownership, use, keeping, possession, bearing, transportation, licensing, permit, 
registration, taxation other than sales and compensating use taxes or other controls on firearms, 
components, ammunition, and supplies except as provided in subsection 3 of this section. 
 
3.   
 
(1)  Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, nothing contained in this section 
shall prohibit any ordinance of any political subdivision which conforms exactly with any of the 
provisions of sections 571.010 to 571.070,with appropriate penalty provisions, or which 
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regulates the open carrying of firearms readily capable of lethal use or the discharge of firearms 
within a jurisdiction, provided such ordinance complies with the provisions of section 
252.243.No ordinance shall be construed to preclude the use of a firearm in the defense of person 
or property, subject to the provisions of chapter 563. 
 
(2)  In any jurisdiction in which the open carrying of firearms is prohibited by ordinance, the 
open carrying of firearms shall not be prohibited in accordance with the following: 
 
(a)  Any person with a valid concealed carry endorsement or permit who is open carrying a 
firearm shall be required to have a valid concealed carry endorsement or permit from this state, 
or a permit from another state that is recognized by this state, in his or her possession at all times; 
 
(b)  Any person open carrying a firearm in such jurisdiction shall display his or her concealed 
carry endorsement or permit upon demand of a law enforcement officer; 
 
(c)  In the absence of any reasonable and articulable suspicion of criminal activity, no person 
carrying a concealed or unconcealed firearm shall be disarmed or physically restrained by a law 
enforcement officer unless under arrest; and 
 
(d)  Any person who violates this subdivision shall be subject to the penalty provided in section 
571.121. 
 
4.  The lawful design, marketing, manufacture, distribution, or sale of firearms or ammunition to 
the public is not an abnormally dangerous activity and does not constitute a public or private 
nuisance. 
 
5.  No county, city, town, village or any other political subdivision nor the state shall bring suit 
or have any right to recover against any firearms or ammunition manufacturer, trade association 
or dealer for damages, abatement or injunctive relief resulting from or relating to the lawful 
design, manufacture, marketing, distribution, or sale of firearms or ammunition to the public. 
This subsection shall apply to any suit pending as of October 12, 2003, as well as any suit which 
may be brought in the future. Provided, however, that nothing in this section shall restrict the 
rights of individual citizens to recover for injury or death caused by the negligent or defective 
design or manufacture of firearms or ammunition. 
 
6.  Nothing in this section shall prevent the state, a county, city, town, village or any other 
political subdivision from bringing an action against a firearms or ammunition manufacturer or 
dealer for breach of contract or warranty as to firearms or ammunition purchased by the state or 
such political subdivision. 
 
Mo. Rev. Stat § 79.450 (2015)  
Certain activities to be prohibited and suppressed 
  
*** 
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2. The board of aldermen shall also enact ordinances to restrain and prohibit riots, noises, 
assaults and batteries, disturbances of the peace, disturbances of religious and other lawful 
assemblies, indecent shows, exhibitions or concerts in any street, house or place in the city, 
disorderly assemblies, and to regulate, restrain and prevent the discharge of firearms, and the 
keeping and discharge of rockets, powder, fireworks or other dangerous combustible materials in 
the streets or in limits of the city.  
 
*** 
 
7. The board of aldermen may enact or make all ordinances, rules and regulations, not 
inconsistent with the laws of the state, expedient for maintaining the peace, good government 
and welfare of the city and its trade and commerce.  
 
Mo. Rev. Stat § 79.460 (2015) 
Board may prohibit carrying concealed weapons 
  
The board of aldermen may adopt ordinances providing for the prohibition of and punishment for 
the carrying of concealed deadly weapons, and may also adopt ordinances providing for the 
prohibition of vagrancy and providing that upon conviction one adjudged guilty may be 
imprisoned, fined or set to work.  
 
Mo. Rev. Stat § 80.090 (2015) 
Trustees--power to pass certain ordinances 
 
Such board of trustees shall have power:  
 
(1) To pass bylaws and ordinances to prevent and remove nuisances;  
 
*** 
 
(6) To prohibit the firing of firearms;  
 
 
*** 
  
(40) To pass such other bylaws and ordinances for the regulation and police of such town and 
commons thereto appertaining as they shall deem necessary, not repugnant to and contrary to the 
laws of the state.  
 
Mo. Rev. Stat § 571.030 (2015) 
Unlawful use of weapons--exceptions--penalties  
 
1.  A person commits the crime of unlawful use of weapons if he or she knowingly: 
 
(1)  Carries concealed upon or about his or her person a knife, a firearm, a blackjack or any other 
weapon readily capable of lethal use; or 
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(2)  Sets a spring gun; or 
 
(3)  Discharges or shoots a firearm into a dwelling house, a railroad train, boat, aircraft, or motor 
vehicle as defined in section 302.010, or any building or structure used for the assembling of 
people; or 
 
(4)  Exhibits, in the presence of one or more persons, any weapon readily capable of lethal use in 
an angry or threatening manner; or 
 
(5)  Has a firearm or projectile weapon readily capable of lethal use on his or her person, while 
he or she is intoxicated, and handles or otherwise uses such firearm or projectile weapon in either 
a negligent or unlawful manner or discharges such firearm or projectile weapon unless acting in 
self-defense; or 
 
(6)  Discharges a firearm within one hundred yards of any occupied schoolhouse, courthouse, or 
church building; or 
 
(7)  Discharges or shoots a firearm at a mark, at any object, or at random, on, along or across a 
public highway or discharges or shoots a firearm into any outbuilding; or 
 
(8)  Carries a firearm or any other weapon readily capable of lethal use into any church or place 
where people have assembled for worship, or into any election precinct on any election day, or 
into any building owned or occupied by any agency of the federal government, state government, 
or political subdivision thereof; or 
 
(9)  Discharges or shoots a firearm at or from a motor vehicle, as defined in section 301.010, 
discharges or shoots a firearm at any person, or at any other motor vehicle, or at any building or 
habitable structure, unless the person was lawfully acting in self-defense; or 
 
(10)  Carries a firearm, whether loaded or unloaded, or any other weapon readily capable of 
lethal use into any school, onto any school bus, or onto the premises of any function or activity 
sponsored or sanctioned by school officials or the district school board; or 
 
Possesses a firearm while also knowingly in possession of a controlled substance that is 
sufficient for a felony violation of section 195.202. 
 
2.  Subdivisions (1), (8), and (10) of subsection 1 of this section shall not apply to the persons 
described in this subsection, regardless of whether such uses are reasonably associated with or 
are necessary to the fulfillment of such person’s official duties except as otherwise provided in 
this subsection. Subdivisions (3), (4), (6), (7), and (9) of subsection 1 of this section shall not 
apply to or affect any of the following persons, when such uses are reasonably associated with or 
are necessary to the fulfillment of such person’s official duties, except as otherwise provided in 
this subsection: 
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(1)  All state, county and municipal peace officers who have completed the training required by 
the police officer standards and training commission pursuant to sections 590.030 to 590.050 and 
who possess the duty and power of arrest for violation of the general criminal laws of the state or 
for violation of ordinances of counties or municipalities of the state, whether such officers are on 
or off duty, and whether such officers are within or outside of the law enforcement agency’s 
jurisdiction, or all qualified retired peace officers, as defined in subsection 12, and who carry the 
identification defined in subsection, or any person summoned by such officers to assist in 
making arrests or preserving the peace while actually engaged in assisting such officer; 
 
(2)  Wardens, superintendents and keepers of prisons, penitentiaries, jails and other institutions 
for the detention of persons accused or convicted of crime; 
 
(3)  Members of the Armed Forces or National Guard while performing their official duty; 
 
(4)  Those persons vested by Article V, Section 1 of the Constitution of Missouri with the 
judicial power of the state and those persons vested by Article III of the Constitution of the 
United States with the judicial power of the United States, the members of the federal judiciary; 
 
(5)  Any person whose bona fide duty is to execute process, civil or criminal; 
 
(6)  Any federal probation officer or federal flight deck officer as defined under the federal flight 
deck officer program, 49 U.S.C. Section 44921 regardless of whether such officers are on duty, 
or within the law enforcement agency’s jurisdiction; 
 
(7)  Any state probation or parole officer, including supervisors and members of the board of 
probation and parole; 
 
(8)  Any corporate security advisor meeting the definition and fulfilling the requirements of the 
regulations established by the department of public safety under section 590.750; 
 
(9)  Any coroner, deputy coroner, medical examiner, or assistant medical examiner; 
 
(10)  Any prosecuting attorney or assistant prosecuting attorney, circuit attorney or assistant 
circuit attorney, or any person appointed by a court to be a special prosecutor who has completed 
the firearms safety training course required under subsection 2 of section 571.111; 
 
(11)  Any member of a fire department or fire protection district who is employed on a full-time 
basis as a fire investigator and who has a valid concealed carry endorsement issued prior to 
August 28, 2013, or a valid concealed carry permit under section 571.111 when such uses are 
reasonably associated with or are necessary to the fulfillment of such person’s official duties; and 
 
(12)  Upon the written approval of the governing body of a fire department or fire protection 
district, any paid fire department or fire protection district chief who is employed on a full-time 
basis and who has a valid concealed carry endorsement **issued prior to August 28, 2013, or a 
valid concealed carry permit**, when such uses are reasonably associated with or are necessary 
to the fulfillment of such person’s official duties. 
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3.  Subdivisions (1), (5), (8), and (10) of subsection 1 of this section do not apply when the actor 
is transporting such weapons in a nonfunctioning state or in an unloaded state when ammunition 
is not readily accessible or when such weapons are not readily accessible. Subdivision (1) of 
subsection 1 of this section does not apply to any person nineteen** years of age or older or 
eighteen years of age or older and a member of the United States Armed Forces, or honorably 
discharged from the United States Armed Forces, transporting a concealable firearm in the 
passenger compartment of a motor vehicle, so long as such concealable firearm is otherwise 
lawfully possessed, nor when the actor is also in possession of an exposed firearm or projectile 
weapon for the lawful pursuit of game, or is in his or her dwelling unit or upon premises over 
which the actor has possession, authority or control, or is traveling in a continuous journey 
peaceably through this state. Subdivision (10) of subsection 1 of this section does not apply if the 
firearm is otherwise lawfully possessed by a person while traversing school premises for the 
purposes of transporting a student to or from school, or possessed by an adult for the purposes of 
facilitation of a school-sanctioned firearm-related event or club event. 
 
4.  Subdivisions (1), (8), and (10) of subsection 1 of this section shall not apply to any person 
who has a valid concealed carry permit issued pursuant to sections 571.101 to 571.121, a valid 
concealed carry endorsement issued before August 28, 2013, or a valid permit or endorsement to 
carry concealed firearms issued by another state or political subdivision of another state. 
 
5.  Subdivisions (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), (8), (9), and (10) of subsection 1 of this section shall not 
apply to persons who are engaged in a lawful act of defense pursuant to section 563.031. 
 
6.  Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, the state shall not prohibit any 
state employee from having a firearm in the employee’s vehicle on the state’s property provided 
that the vehicle is locked and the firearm is not visible. This subsection shall only apply to the 
state as an employer when the state employee’s vehicle is on property owned or leased by the 
state and the state employee is conducting activities within the scope of his or her employment. 
For the purposes of this subsection, ‘state employee‘ means an employee of the executive, 
legislative, or judicial branch of the government of the state of Missouri. 
 
7.  Nothing in this section shall make it unlawful for a student to actually participate in school-
sanctioned gun safety courses, student military or ROTC courses, or other school-sponsored or 
club-sponsored firearm-related events, provided the student does not carry a firearm or other 
weapon readily capable of lethal use into any school, onto any school bus, or onto the premises 
of any other function or activity sponsored or sanctioned by school officials or the district school 
board. 
 
8.  Unlawful use of weapons is a class D felony unless committed pursuant to subdivision (6), 
(7), or (8) of subsection 1 of this section, in which cases it is a class B misdemeanor, or 
subdivision (5) or (10) of subsection 1 of this section, in which case it is a class A misdemeanor 
if the firearm is unloaded and a class D felony if the firearm is loaded, or subdivision (9) of 
subsection 1 of this section, in which case it is a class B felony, except that if the violation of 
subdivision (9) of subsection 1 of this section results in injury or death to another person, it is a 
class A felony. 
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9.  Violations of subdivision (9) of subsection 1 of this section shall be punished as follows: 
 
(1)  For the first violation a person shall be sentenced to the maximum authorized term of 
imprisonment for a class B felony; 
 
(2)  For any violation by a prior offender as defined in section 558.016, a person shall be 
sentenced to the maximum authorized term of imprisonment for a class B felony without the 
possibility of parole, probation or conditional release for a term of ten years; 
 
(3)  For any violation by a persistent offender as defined in section 558.016, a person shall be 
sentenced to the maximum authorized term of imprisonment for a class B felony without the 
possibility of parole, probation, or conditional release; 
 
(4)  For any violation which results in injury or death to another person, a person shall be 
sentenced to an authorized disposition for a class A felony. 
 
10.  Any person knowingly aiding or abetting any other person in the violation of subdivision (9) 
of subsection 1 of this section shall be subject to the same penalty as that prescribed by this 
section for violations by other persons. 
 
11.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person who pleads guilty to or is found 
guilty of a felony violation of subsection 1 of this section shall receive a suspended imposition of 
sentence if such person has previously received a suspended imposition of sentence for any other 
firearms- or weapons-related felony offense. 
 
12.  As used in this section “qualified retired peace officer” means an individual who: 
 
(1)  Retired in good standing from service with a public agency as a peace officer, other than for 
reasons of mental instability; 
 
(2)  Before such retirement, was authorized by law to engage in or supervise the prevention, 
detection, investigation, or prosecution of, or the incarceration of any person for, any violation of 
law, and had statutory powers of arrest; 
 
(3)  Before such retirement, was regularly employed as a peace officer for an aggregate of fifteen 
years or more, or retired from service with such agency, after completing any applicable 
probationary period of such service, due to a service-connected disability, as determined by such 
agency; 
 
(4)  Has a nonforfeitable right to benefits under the retirement plan of the agency if such a plan is 
available; 
 
(5)  During the most recent twelve-month period, has met, at the expense of the individual, the 
standards for training and qualification for active peace officers to carry firearms; 
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(6)  Is not under the influence of alcohol or another intoxicating or hallucinatory drug or 
substance; and 
 
(7)  Is not prohibited by federal law from receiving a firearm. 
 
13.  The identification required by subdivision (1) of subsection 2 of this section is: 
 
(1)  A photographic identification issued by the agency from which the individual retired from 
service as a peace officer that indicates that the individual has, not less recently than one year 
before the date the individual is carrying the concealed firearm, been tested or otherwise found 
by the agency to meet the standards established by the agency for training and qualification for 
active peace officers to carry a firearm of the same type as the concealed firearm; or 
 
(2)  A photographic identification issued by the agency from which the individual retired from 
service as a peace officer; and 
 
(3)  A certification issued by the state in which the individual resides that indicates that the 
individual has, not less recently than one year before the date the individual is carrying the 
concealed firearm, been tested or otherwise found by the state to meet the standards established 
by the state for training and qualification for active peace officers to carry a firearm of the same 
type as the concealed firearm. 
 
Mo. Rev. Stat § 571.037 (2015)  
Open display of firearm permitted, when 
 
Any person who has a valid concealed carry endorsement issued prior to August 28, 2013, or a 
valid concealed carry permit, and who is lawfully carrying a firearm in a concealed manner, may 
briefly and openly display the firearm to the ordinary sight of another person, unless the firearm 
is intentionally displayed in an angry or threatening manner, not in necessary self defense.  
 
Mo. Rev. Stat § 571.107 (2015)  
Permit does not authorize concealed firearms, where--penalty for violation  
 
1.  A concealed carry permit issued pursuant to sections 571.101 to 571.121, a valid concealed 
carry endorsement issued prior to August 28, 2013, or a concealed carry endorsement or permit 
issued by another state or political subdivision of another state shall authorize the person in 
whose name the permit or endorsement is issued to carry concealed firearms on or about his or 
her person or vehicle throughout the state. No concealed carry permit issued pursuant to sections 
571.101 to 571.121, valid concealed carry endorsement issued prior to August 28, 2013, or a 
concealed carry endorsement or permit issued by another state or political subdivision of another 
state shall authorize any person to carry concealed firearms into: 
 
(1)  Any police, sheriff, or highway patrol office or station without the consent of the chief law 
enforcement officer in charge of that office or station. Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the 
premises of the office or station shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not 
removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises; 
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(2)  Within twenty-five feet of any polling place on any election day. Possession of a firearm in a 
vehicle on the premises of the polling place shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm 
is not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises; 
 
(3)  The facility of any adult or juvenile detention or correctional institution, prison or jail. 
Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises of any adult, juvenile detention, or 
correctional institution, prison or jail shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not 
removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises; 
 
(4)  Any courthouse solely occupied by the circuit, appellate or supreme court, or any 
courtrooms, administrative offices, libraries or other rooms of any such court whether or not such 
court solely occupies the building in question. This subdivision shall also include, but not be 
limited to, any juvenile, family, drug, or other court offices, any room or office wherein any of 
the courts or offices listed in this subdivision are temporarily conducting any business within the 
jurisdiction of such courts or offices, and such other locations in such manner as may be 
specified by supreme court rule pursuant to subdivision (6) of this subsection. Nothing in this 
subdivision shall preclude those persons listed in subdivision (1) of subsection 2 of section 
571.030 while within their jurisdiction and on duty, those persons listed in subdivisions (2), (4), 
and (10) of subsection 2 of section 571.030, or such other persons who serve in a law 
enforcement capacity for a court as may be specified by supreme court rule pursuant to 
subdivision (6) of this subsection from carrying a concealed firearm within any of the areas 
described in this subdivision. Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises of any of the 
areas listed in this subdivision shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not 
removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises; 
 
(5)  Any meeting of the governing body of a unit of local government; or any meeting of the 
general assembly or a committee of the general assembly, except that nothing in this subdivision 
shall preclude a member of the body holding a valid concealed carry permit or endorsement from 
carrying a concealed firearm at a meeting of the body which he or she is a member. Possession 
of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is 
not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises. Nothing in this 
subdivision shall preclude a member of the general assembly, a full-time employee of the general 
assembly employed under Section 17, Article III, Constitution of Missouri, legislative employees 
of the general assembly as determined under section 21.155, or statewide elected officials and 
their employees, holding a valid concealed carry permit or endorsement, from carrying a 
concealed firearm in the state capitol building or at a meeting whether of the full body of a house 
of the general assembly or a committee thereof, that is held in the state capitol building; 
 
(6)  The general assembly, supreme court, county or municipality may by rule, administrative 
regulation, or ordinance prohibit or limit the carrying of concealed firearms by permit or 
endorsement holders in that portion of a building owned, leased or controlled by that unit of 
government. Any portion of a building in which the carrying of concealed firearms is prohibited 
or limited shall be clearly identified by signs posted at the entrance to the restricted area. The 
statute, rule or ordinance shall exempt any building used for public housing by private persons, 
highways or rest areas, firing ranges, and private dwellings owned, leased, or controlled by that 
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unit of government from any restriction on the carrying or possession of a firearm. The statute, 
rule or ordinance shall not specify any criminal penalty for its violation but may specify that 
persons violating the statute, rule or ordinance may be denied entrance to the building, ordered to 
leave the building and if employees of the unit of government, be subjected to disciplinary 
measures for violation of the provisions of the statute, rule or ordinance. The provisions of this 
subdivision shall not apply to any other unit of government; 
 
(7)  Any establishment licensed to dispense intoxicating liquor for consumption on the premises, 
which portion is primarily devoted to that purpose, without the consent of the owner or manager. 
The provisions of this subdivision shall not apply to the licensee of said establishment. The 
provisions of this subdivision shall not apply to any bona fide restaurant open to the general 
public having dining facilities for not less than fifty persons and that receives at least fifty-one 
percent of its gross annual income from the dining facilities by the sale of food. This subdivision 
does not prohibit the possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises of the establishment 
and shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or 
brandished while the vehicle is on the premises. Nothing in this subdivision authorizes any 
individual who has been issued a concealed carry permit or endorsement to possess any firearm 
while intoxicated; 
 
(8)  Any area of an airport to which access is controlled by the inspection of persons and 
property. Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises of the airport shall not be a 
criminal offense so long as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the 
vehicle is on the premises; 
 
(9)  Any place where the carrying of a firearm is prohibited by federal law; 
 
(10)   Any higher education institution or elementary or secondary school facility without the 
consent of the governing body of the higher education institution or a school official or the 
district school board, unless the person with the concealed carry endorsement or permit is a 
teacher or administrator of an elementary or secondary school who has been designated by his or 
her school district as a school protection officer and is carrying a firearm in a school within that 
district, in which case no consent is required. Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises 
of any higher education institution or elementary or secondary school facility shall not be a 
criminal offense so long as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the 
vehicle is on the premises; 
 
(11)  Any portion of a building used as a child care facility without the consent of the manager. 
Nothing in this subdivision shall prevent the operator of a child care facility in a family home 
from owning or possessing a firearm or a concealed carry permit or endorsement; 
 
(12)  Any riverboat gambling operation accessible by the public without the consent of the owner 
or manager pursuant to rules promulgated by the gaming commission. Possession of a firearm in 
a vehicle on the premises of a riverboat gambling operation shall not be a criminal offense so 
long as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the 
premises; 
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(13)  Any gated area of an amusement park. Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises 
of the amusement park shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not removed from 
the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises; 
 
(14)  Any church or other place of religious worship without the consent of the minister or 
person or persons representing the religious organization that exercises control over the place of 
religious worship. Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises shall not be a criminal 
offense so long as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is 
on the premises; 
 
(15)  Any private property whose owner has posted the premises as being off-limits to concealed 
firearms by means of one or more signs displayed in a conspicuous place of a minimum size of 
eleven inches by fourteen inches with the writing thereon in letters of not less than one inch. The 
owner, business or commercial lessee, manager of a private business enterprise, or any other 
organization, entity, or person may prohibit persons holding a concealed carry permit or 
endorsement from carrying concealed firearms on the premises and may prohibit employees, not 
authorized by the employer, holding a concealed carry permit or endorsement from carrying 
concealed firearms on the property of the employer. If the building or the premises are open to 
the public, the employer of the business enterprise shall post signs on or about the premises if 
carrying a concealed firearm is prohibited. Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises 
shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or 
brandished while the vehicle is on the premises. An employer may prohibit employees or other 
persons holding a concealed carry permit or endorsement from carrying a concealed firearm in 
vehicles owned by the employer; 
 
(16)  Any sports arena or stadium with a seating capacity of five thousand or more. Possession of 
a firearm in a vehicle on the premises shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not 
removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises; 
 
(17)  Any hospital accessible by the public. Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises 
of a hospital shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not removed from the 
vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises. 
 
2.  Carrying of a concealed firearm in a location specified in subdivisions (1) to (17) of 
subsection 1 of this section by any individual who holds a concealed carry permit issued 
pursuant to sections 571.101 to 571.121, or a concealed carry endorsement issued prior to 
August 28, 2013, shall not be a criminal act but may subject the person to denial to the premises 
or removal from the premises. If such person refuses to leave the premises and a peace officer is 
summoned, such person may be issued a citation for an amount not to exceed one hundred 
dollars for the first offense. If a second citation for a similar violation occurs within a six-month 
period, such person shall be fined an amount not to exceed two hundred dollars and his or her 
permit, and, if applicable, endorsement to carry concealed firearms shall be suspended for a 
period of one year. If a third citation for a similar violation is issued within one year of the first 
citation, such person shall be fined an amount not to exceed five hundred dollars and shall have 
his or her concealed carry permit, and, if applicable, endorsement revoked and such person shall 
not be eligible for a concealed carry permit for a period of three years. Upon conviction of 
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charges arising from a citation issued pursuant to this subsection, the court shall notify the sheriff 
of the county which issued the concealed carry permit, or, if the person is a holder of a concealed 
carry endorsement issued prior to August 28, 2013, the court shall notify the sheriff of the county 
which issued the certificate of qualification for a concealed carry endorsement and the 
department of revenue. The sheriff shall suspend or revoke the concealed carry permit or, if 
applicable, the certificate of qualification for a concealed carry endorsement. If the person holds 
an endorsement, the department of revenue shall issue a notice of such suspension or revocation 
of the concealed carry endorsement and take action to remove the concealed carry endorsement 
from the individual’s driving record. The director of revenue shall notify the licensee that he or 
she must apply for a new license pursuant to chapter 302 which does not contain such 
endorsement. The notice issued by the department of revenue shall be mailed to the last known 
address shown on the individual’s driving record. The notice is deemed received three days after 
mailing. 
 
Montana 
 
Mont. Code Ann. § 45-3-111 (2015) 
Openly carrying weapon -- display -- exemption  
 
(1) Any person who is not otherwise prohibited from doing so by federal or state law may openly 
carry a weapon and may communicate to another person the fact that the person has a weapon.  
 
(2) If a person reasonably believes that the person or another person is threatened with bodily 
harm, the person may warn or threaten the use of force, including deadly force, against the 
aggressor, including drawing or presenting a weapon.   
 
(3) This section does not limit the authority of the board of regents or other postsecondary 
institutions to regulate the carrying of weapons, as defined in 45-8-361(5)(b), on their campuses. 
 
Mont. Code Ann. § 45-8-316 (2015)  
Carrying concealed weapons  
 
(1) A person who carries or bears concealed upon the individual's person a dirk, dagger, pistol, 
revolver, slingshot, sword cane, billy, knuckles made of any metal or hard substance, knife 
having a blade 4 inches long or longer, razor, not including a safety razor, or other deadly 
weapon shall be punished by a fine not exceeding $500 or by imprisonment in the county jail for 
a period not exceeding 6 months, or both.   
 
(2) A person who has previously been convicted of an offense, committed on a different occasion 
than the offense under this section, in this state or any other jurisdiction for which a sentence to a 
term of imprisonment in excess of 1 year could have been imposed and who carries or bears 
concealed upon the individual's person any of the weapons described in subsection (1) shall be 
punished by a fine not exceeding $1,000 or be imprisoned in the state prison for a period not 
exceeding 5 years, or both. 
 
Mont. Code Ann. § 45-8-321 (2015) 
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Permit to carry concealed weapon  
 
(1)  A county sheriff shall, within 60 days after the filing of an application, issue a permit to 
carry a concealed weapon to the applicant. The permit is valid for 4 years from the date of 
issuance. An applicant must be a United States citizen who is 18 years of age or older and who 
holds a valid Montana driver’s license or other form of identification issued by the state that has 
a picture of the person identified. An applicant must have been a resident of the state for at least 
6 months. Except as provided in subsection (2), this privilege may not be denied an applicant 
unless the applicant: 
 
(a)  is ineligible under Montana or federal law to own, possess, or receive a firearm; 
 
(b)  has been charged and is awaiting judgment in any state of a state or federal crime that is 
punishable by incarceration for 1 year or more; 
 
(c)  subject to the provisions of subsection (6), has been convicted in any state or federal court 
of: 
 
(i)  a crime punishable by more than 1 year of incarceration; or 
 
(ii)  regardless of the sentence that may be imposed, a crime that includes as an element of the 
crime an act, attempted act, or threat of intentional homicide, serious bodily harm, unlawful 
restraint, sexual abuse, or sexual intercourse or contact without consent; 
 
(d)  has been convicted under 45-8-327 or 45-8-328, unless the applicant has been pardoned or 5 
years have elapsed since the date of the conviction; 
 
(e)  has a warrant of any state or the federal government out for the applicant’s arrest; 
 
(f)  has been adjudicated in a criminal or civil proceeding in any state or federal court to be an 
unlawful user of an intoxicating substance and is under a court order of imprisonment or other 
incarceration, probation, suspended or deferred imposition of sentence, treatment or education, 
or other conditions of release or is otherwise under state supervision; 
 
(g)  has been adjudicated in a criminal or civil proceeding in any state or federal court to be 
mentally ill, mentally disordered, or mentally disabled and is still subject to a disposition order of 
that court; or 
 
(h)  was dishonorably discharged from the United States armed forces. 
 
(2)  The sheriff may deny an applicant a permit to carry a concealed weapon if the sheriff has 
reasonable cause to believe that the applicant is mentally ill, mentally disordered, or mentally 
disabled or otherwise may be a threat to the peace and good order of the community to the extent 
that the applicant should not be allowed to carry a concealed weapon. At the time an application 
is denied, the sheriff shall, unless the applicant is the subject of an active criminal investigation, 
give the applicant a written statement of the reasonable cause upon which the denial is based. 
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(3)  An applicant for a permit under this section must, as a condition to issuance of the permit, be 
required by the sheriff to demonstrate familiarity with a firearm by: 
 
(a)  completion of a hunter education or safety course approved or conducted by the department 
of fish, wildlife, and parks or a similar agency of another state; 
 
(b)  completion of a firearms safety or training course approved or conducted by the department 
of fish, wildlife, and parks, a similar agency of another state, a national firearms association, a 
law enforcement agency, an institution of higher education, or an organization that uses 
instructors certified by a national firearms association; 
 
(c)  completion of a law enforcement firearms safety or training course offered to or required of 
public or private law enforcement personnel and conducted or approved by a law enforcement 
agency; 
 
(d)  possession of a license from another state to carry a firearm, concealed or otherwise, that is 
granted by that state upon completion of a course described in subsections (3)(a) through (3)(c); 
or 
 
(e)  evidence that the applicant, during military service, was found to be qualified to operate 
firearms, including handguns. 
 
(4)  A photocopy of a certificate of completion of a course described in subsection (3), an 
affidavit from the entity or instructor that conducted the course attesting to completion of the 
course, or a copy of any other document that attests to completion of the course and can be 
verified through contact with the entity or instructor that conducted the course creates a 
presumption that the applicant has completed a course described in subsection (3). 
 
(5)  If the sheriff and applicant agree, the requirement in subsection (3) of demonstrating 
familiarity with a firearm may be satisfied by the applicant’s passing, to the satisfaction of the 
sheriff or of any person or entity to which the sheriff delegates authority to give the test, a 
physical test in which the applicant demonstrates the applicant’s familiarity with a firearm. 
 
(6)  A person, except a person referred to in subsection (1)(c)(ii), who has been convicted of a 
felony and whose rights have been restored pursuant to Article II, section 28, of the Montana 
constitution is entitled to issuance of a concealed weapons permit if otherwise eligible. 
 
Mont. Code Ann. § 45-8-328 (2015) 
Carrying concealed weapon in prohibited place – penalty 
  
(1) Except for legislative security officers authorized to carry a concealed weapon in the state 
capitol as provided in 45-8-317(1)(k), a person commits the offense of carrying a concealed 
weapon in a prohibited place if the person purposely or knowingly carries a concealed weapon 
in:  
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(a) portions of a building used for state or local government offices and related areas in the 
building that have been restricted;  
 
(b) a bank, credit union, savings and loan institution, or similar institution during the institution's 
normal business hours. It is not an offense under this section to carry a concealed weapon while:  
 
(i) using an institution's drive-up window, automatic teller machine, or unstaffed night 
depository; or  
 
ii) at or near a branch office of an institution in a mall, grocery store, or other place unless the 
person is inside the enclosure used for the institution's financial services or is using the 
institution's financial services. 
 
(c) a room in which alcoholic beverages are sold, dispensed, and consumed under a license 
issued under Title 16 for the sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises. 
 
(2) It is not a defense that the person had a valid permit to carry a concealed weapon. A person 
convicted of the offense shall be imprisoned in the county jail for a term not to exceed 6 months 
or fined an amount not to exceed $500, or both. 
 
Mont. Code Ann. § 45-8-351 (2015) 
Restriction on local government regulation of firearms  
 
(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), a county, city, town, consolidated local government, or 
other local government unit may not prohibit, register, tax, license, or regulate the purchase, sale 
or other transfer (including delay in purchase, sale, or other transfer), ownership, possession, 
transportation, use, or unconcealed carrying of any weapon, including a rifle, shotgun, handgun, 
or concealed handgun.   
 
(2) (a) For public safety purposes, a city or town may regulate the discharge of rifles, shotguns, 
and handguns. A county, city, town, consolidated local government, or other local government 
unit has power to prevent and suppress the carrying of concealed or unconcealed weapons to a 
public assembly, publicly owned building, park under its jurisdiction, or school, and the 
possession of firearms by convicted felons, adjudicated mental incompetents, illegal aliens, and 
minors.  
 
(b) Nothing contained in this section allows any government to prohibit the legitimate display of 
firearms at shows or other public occasions by collectors and others or to prohibit the legitimate 
transportation of firearms through any jurisdiction, whether in airports or otherwise.  
 
(c) A local ordinance enacted pursuant to this section may not prohibit a legislative security 
officer who has been issued a concealed weapon permit from carrying a concealed weapon in the 
state capitol as provided in 45-8-317. 
 
Nebraska 
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Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 14-101 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Cities of the metropolitan class, defined; population required; general powers 
 
All cities in this state which have attained a population of three hundred thousand inhabitants or 
more shall be cities of the metropolitan class and governed by this act. Whenever the words this 
act occur in sections 14-101 to 14-138, 14-201 to 14-229, 14-360 to 14-376, 14-501 to 14-556, 
14-601 to 14-609, 14-702 to 14-704, and 14-804 to 14-816, they shall be construed as referring 
exclusively to those sections. The population of a city of the metropolitan class shall consist of 
the people residing within the territorial boundaries of such city and the residents of any territory 
duly and properly annexed to such city. Each city of the metropolitan class shall be a body 
corporate and politic and shall have power (1) to sue and be sued, (2) to purchase, lease, lease 
with option to buy, acquire by gift or devise, and hold real and personal property within or 
without the limits of the city for the use of the city, and real estate sold for taxes, (3) to sell, 
exchange, lease, and convey any real or personal estate owned by the city, in such manner and 
upon such terms as may be to the best interests of the city, except that real estate acquired for 
state armory sites shall be conveyed strictly in the manner provided in sections 18-1001 to 18-
1006, (4) to make all contracts and do all other acts in relation to the property and concerns of 
the city necessary to the exercise of its corporate or administrative powers, and (5) to exercise 
such other and further powers as may be conferred by law. The powers hereby granted shall be 
exercised by the mayor and council of such city, as hereinafter set forth, except when otherwise 
specially provided. 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 14-102 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Additional powers 
 
In addition to the powers granted in section 14-101, cities of the metropolitan class shall have 
power by ordinance: 
 
*** 
Protection of strangers and travelers.  
 
(5)  To adopt all such measures as they may deem necessary for the accommodation and 
protection of strangers and the traveling public in person and property; 
 
Concealed weapons, firearms, fireworks, explosives. 
 
(6)  To punish and prevent the carrying of concealed weapons, except the carrying of a concealed 
handgun in compliance with the Concealed Handgun Permit Act, and the discharge of firearms, 
fireworks, or explosives of any description within the city, other than the discharge of firearms at 
a shooting range pursuant to the Nebraska Shooting Range Protection Act; 
 
*** 
Disorderly conduct. 
 
(22)  To provide for the punishment of persons disturbing the peace and good order of the city by 
clamor and noise, intoxication, drunkenness, fighting, or using obscene or profane language in 
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the streets or other public places or otherwise violating the public peace by indecent or disorderly 
conduct or by lewd and lascivious behavior…. 
 
*** 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 14-102.01 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Cities of the metropolitan class; ordinances, bylaws, rules, regulations, and resolutions; 
powers 
 
A city of the metropolitan class may make all such ordinances, bylaws, rules, regulations, and 
resolutions not inconsistent with the general laws of the state, as may be necessary or expedient, 
in addition to the special powers otherwise granted by law, for maintaining the peace, good 
government, and welfare of the city and for preserving order, securing persons or property from 
violence, danger, and destruction, for protecting public and private property, for promoting the 
public health, safety, convenience, comfort, morals, and general interests, and welfare of the 
inhabitants of the city. 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 15-255 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Public safety; measures to protect 
 
A city of the primary class may prohibit riots, routs, noise, or disorderly assemblies; prevent use 
of firearms, rockets, powder, fireworks, or other dangerous and combustible material; prohibit 
carrying of concealed weapons, except the carrying of a concealed handgun in compliance with 
the Concealed Handgun Permit Act; arrest, punish, fine, or set at work on streets or elsewhere 
vagrants and persons found without visible means of support or legitimate business; regulate and 
prevent the transportation of gunpowder or combustible articles, tar, pitch, resin, coal oil, 
benzine, turpentine, hemp, cotton, nitroglycerine, dynamite, petroleum or its products, or other 
explosives or inflammables; regulate use of lights in stables, shops, or other places and building 
of bonfires; and regulate and prohibit the piling of building material or any excavation or 
obstruction of the streets. 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 16-227 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Riots; disorderly conduct; use of explosives; weapons; vagabonds; lights; bonfires; 
regulation 
 
A city of the first class may prevent and restrain riots, routs, noises, disturbances, breach of the 
peace, or disorderly assemblies in any street, house, or place in the city; regulate, punish, and 
prevent the discharge of firearms, rockets, powder, fireworks, or any other dangerous 
combustible material in the streets, lots, grounds, and alleys or about or in the vicinity of any 
buildings; regulate, prevent, and punish the carrying of concealed weapons, except the carrying 
of a concealed handgun in compliance with the Concealed Handgun Permit Act; arrest, regulate, 
punish, fine, or set at work on the streets or elsewhere all vagabonds and persons found in the 
city without visible means of support or some legitimate business; regulate and prevent the 
transportation or storage of gunpowder or other explosive or combustible articles, tar, pitch, 
resin, coal oil, benzine, turpentine, hemp, cotton, nitroglycerine, dynamite, petroleum or any 
other productions thereof, and other materials of like nature, the use of lights in stables, shops, or 
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other places, and the building of bonfires; and regulate and prohibit the piling of building 
material or any excavation or obstruction in the street. 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 17-556 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Public safety; firearms; explosives; riots; regulation 
 
Cities of the second class and villages shall have power to prevent and restrain riots, routs, 
noises, disturbances, or disorderly assemblages; to regulate, prevent, restrain, or remove 
nuisances in residential parts of municipalities and to designate what shall be considered a 
nuisance; to regulate, punish, and prevent the discharge of firearms, rockets, powder, fireworks, 
or any other dangerous combustible material in the streets, lots, grounds, alleys, or about or in 
the vicinity of any buildings; to regulate, prevent, and punish the carrying of concealed weapons, 
except the carrying of a concealed handgun in compliance with the Concealed Handgun Permit 
Act; and to arrest, regulate, punish, fine, or set at work on the streets or elsewhere all vagrants 
and persons found without means of support or some legitimate business. 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 18-1703 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Ownership, possession, and transportation of concealed handguns; power of cities and 
villages; existing ordinance, permit, or regulation; null and void 
 
Cities and villages shall not have the power to regulate the ownership, possession, or 
transportation of a concealed handgun, as such ownership, possession, or transportation is 
authorized under the Concealed Handgun Permit Act, except as expressly provided by state law, 
and shall not have the power to require registration of a concealed handgun owned, possessed, or 
transported by a permitholder under the act. Any existing city or village ordinance, permit, or 
regulation regulating the ownership, possession, or transportation of a concealed handgun, as 
such ownership, possession, or transportation is authorized under the act, except as expressly 
provided under state law, and any existing city or village ordinance, permit, or regulation 
requiring the registration of a concealed handgun owned, possessed, or transported by a 
permitholder under the act, is declared to be null and void as against any permitholder possessing 
a valid permit under the act. 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 28-1202 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Carrying concealed weapon; penalty; affirmative defense 
 
(1)(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, any person who carries a weapon or weapons 
concealed on or about his or her person, such as a handgun, a knife, brass or iron knuckles, or 
any other deadly weapon, commits the offense of carrying a concealed weapon. 
 
(b) It is an affirmative defense that the defendant was engaged in any lawful business, calling, or 
employment at the time he or she was carrying any weapon or weapons and the circumstances in 
which such person was placed at the time were such as to justify a prudent person in carrying the 
weapon or weapons for the defense of his or her person, property, or family. 
 
(2) This section does not apply to a person who is the holder of a valid permit issued under the 
Concealed Handgun Permit Act if the concealed weapon the defendant is carrying is a handgun. 
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(3) Carrying a concealed weapon is a Class I misdemeanor. 
 
(4) In the case of a second or subsequent conviction under this section, carrying a concealed 
weapon is a Class IV felony. 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 69-2428 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Permit to carry concealed handgun; authorized 
 
An individual may obtain a permit to carry a concealed handgun in accordance with the 
Concealed Handgun Permit Act. 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 69-2429 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Terms, defined 
 
For purposes of the Concealed Handgun Permit Act: 
 
(1) Concealed handgun means the handgun is totally hidden from view. If any part of the 
handgun is capable of being seen, it is not a concealed handgun; 
 
(2) Emergency services personnel means a volunteer or paid firefighter or rescue squad member 
or a person licensed to provide emergency medical services pursuant to the Emergency Medical 
Services Practice Act; 
 
(3) Handgun means any firearm with a barrel less than sixteen inches in length or any firearm 
designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 
 
(4) Peace officer means any town marshal, chief of police or local police officer, sheriff or 
deputy sheriff, the Superintendent of Law Enforcement and Public Safety, any officer of the 
Nebraska State Patrol, any member of the National Guard on active service by direction of the 
Governor during periods of emergency or civil disorder, any Game and Parks Commission 
conservation officer, and all other persons with similar authority to make arrests; 
 
(5) Permitholder means an individual holding a current and valid permit to carry a concealed 
handgun issued pursuant to the Concealed Handgun Permit Act; and 
 
(6) Proof of training means an original document or certified copy of a document, supplied by an 
applicant, that certifies that he or she either: 
 
(a) Within the previous three years, has successfully completed a handgun training and safety 
course approved by the Nebraska State Patrol pursuant to section 69-2432; or 
 
(b) Is a member of the active or reserve armed forces of the United States or a member of the 
National Guard and has had handgun training within the previous three years which meets the 
minimum safety and training requirements of section 69-2432. 
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Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 69-2433 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Applicant; requirements 
 
An applicant shall: 
 
(1) Be at least twenty-one years of age; 
 
(2) Not be prohibited from purchasing or possessing a handgun by 18 U.S.C. 922, as such section 
existed on January 1, 2005; 
 
(3) Possess the same powers of eyesight as required under section 60-4,118 for a Class O 
operator's license. If an applicant does not possess a current Nebraska motor vehicle operator's 
license, the applicant may present a current optometrist's or ophthalmologist's statement 
certifying the vision reading obtained when testing the applicant. If such certified vision reading 
meets the vision requirements prescribed by section 60-4,118 for a Class O operator's license, the 
vision requirements of this subdivision shall have been met; 
 
(4) Not have been convicted of a felony under the laws of this state or under the laws of any 
other jurisdiction; 
 
(5) Not have been convicted of a misdemeanor crime of violence under the laws of this state or 
under the laws of any other jurisdiction within the ten years immediately preceding the date of 
application; 
 
(6) Not have been found in the previous ten years to be a mentally ill and dangerous person 
under the Nebraska Mental Health Commitment Act or a similar law of another jurisdiction or 
not be currently adjudged mentally incompetent; 
 
(7)(a) Have been a resident of this state for at least one hundred eighty days. For purposes of this 
section, resident does not include an applicant who maintains a residence in another state and 
claims that residence for voting or tax purposes except as provided in subdivision (b) or (c) of 
this subdivision; 
 
(b) If an applicant is a member of the United States Armed Forces, such applicant shall be 
considered a resident of this state for purposes of this section after he or she has been stationed at 
a military installation in this state pursuant to permanent duty station orders even though he or 
she maintains a residence in another state and claims that residence for voting or tax purposes; or 
 
(c) If an applicant is a new Nebraska resident and possesses a valid permit to carry a concealed 
handgun issued by his or her previous state of residence that is recognized by this state pursuant 
to section 69-2448, such applicant shall be considered a resident of this state for purposes of this 
section; 
 
(8) Not have had a conviction of any law of this state relating to firearms, unlawful use of a 
weapon, or controlled substances or of any similar laws of another jurisdiction within the ten 
years preceding the date of application. This subdivision does not apply to any conviction under 
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Chapter 37 or under any similar law of another jurisdiction, except for a conviction under section 
37-509, 37-513, or 37-522 or under any similar law of another jurisdiction; 
 
(9) Not be on parole, probation, house arrest, or work release; 
 
(10) Be a citizen of the United States; and 
 
(11) Provide proof of training. 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 69-2435 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Permitholder; continuing requirements; return of permit; when 
 
A permitholder shall continue to meet the requirements of section 69-2433 during the time he or 
she holds the permit, except as provided in subsection (4) of section 69-2443. If, during such 
time, a permitholder does not continue to meet one or more of the requirements, the permitholder 
shall return his or her permit to the Nebraska State Patrol for revocation. If a permitholder does 
not return his or her permit, the permitholder is subject to having his or her permit revoked under 
section H69-2439. 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 69-2441 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Permitholder; locations; restrictions; posting of prohibition; consumption of alcohol; 
prohibited 
 
(1)   
 
(a)  A permitholder may carry a concealed handgun anywhere in Nebraska, except any: Police, 
sheriff, or Nebraska State Patrol station or office; detention facility, prison, or jail; courtroom or 
building which contains a courtroom; polling place during a bona fide election; meeting of the 
governing body of a county, public school district, municipality, or other political subdivision; 
meeting of the Legislature or a committee of the Legislature; financial institution; professional or 
semiprofessional athletic event; building, grounds, vehicle, or sponsored activity or athletic event 
of any public, private, denominational, or parochial elementary, vocational, or secondary school, 
a private postsecondary career school as defined in section 85-1603, a community college, or a 
public or private college, junior college, or university; place of worship; hospital, emergency 
room, or trauma center; political rally or fundraiser; establishment having a license issued under 
the Nebraska Liquor Control Act that derives over one-half of its total income from the sale of 
alcoholic liquor; place where the possession or carrying of a firearm is prohibited by state or 
federal law; a place or premises where the person, persons, entity, or entities in control of the 
property or employer in control of the property has prohibited permitholders from carrying 
concealed handguns into or onto the place or premises; or into or onto any other place or 
premises where handguns are prohibited by state law. 
 
(b)  A financial institution may authorize its security personnel to carry concealed handguns in 
the financial institution while on duty so long as each member of the security personnel, as 
authorized, is in compliance with the Concealed Handgun Permit Act and possesses a permit to 
carry a concealed handgun issued pursuant to the act. 
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(c)  A place of worship may authorize its security personnel to carry concealed handguns on its 
property so long as each member of the security personnel, as authorized, is in compliance with 
the Concealed Handgun Permit Act and possesses a permit to carry a concealed handgun issued 
pursuant to the act and written notice is given to the congregation and, if the property is leased, 
the carrying of concealed handguns on the property does not violate the terms of any real 
property lease agreement between the place of worship and the lessor. 
 
(2)  If a person, persons, entity, or entities in control of the property or an employer in control of 
the property prohibits a permitholder from carrying a concealed handgun into or onto the place 
or premises and such place or premises are open to the public, a permitholder does not violate 
this section unless the person, persons, entity, or entities in control of the property or employer in 
control of the property has posted conspicuous notice that carrying a concealed handgun is 
prohibited in or on the place or premises or has made a request, directly or through an authorized 
representative or management personnel, that the permitholder remove the concealed handgun 
from the place or premises. 
 
(3)  A permitholder carrying a concealed handgun in a vehicle or on his or her person while 
riding in or on a vehicle into or onto any parking area, which is open to the public, used by any 
location listed in subdivision (1)(a) of this section, does not violate this section if, prior to exiting 
the vehicle, the handgun is locked inside the glove box, trunk, or other compartment of the 
vehicle, a storage box securely attached to the vehicle, or, if the vehicle is a motorcycle, a 
hardened compartment securely attached to the motorcycle. This subsection does not apply to 
any parking area used by such location when the carrying of a concealed handgun into or onto 
such parking area is prohibited by federal law. 
 
(4)  An employer may prohibit employees or other persons who are permitholders from carrying 
concealed handguns in vehicles owned by the employer. 
 
(5)  A permitholder shall not carry a concealed handgun while he or she is consuming alcohol or 
while the permitholder has remaining in his or her blood, urine, or breath any previously 
consumed alcohol or any controlled substance as defined in section 28-401. A permitholder does 
not violate this subsection if the controlled substance in his or her blood, urine, or breath was 
lawfully obtained and was taken in therapeutically prescribed amounts. 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 69-2442 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Injury to person or damage to property; permitholder; report required 
 
Any time the discharge of a handgun carried by a permitholder pursuant to the Concealed 
Handgun Permit Act results in injury to a person or damage to property, the permitholder shall 
make a report of such incident to the Nebraska State Patrol on a form designed and distributed by 
the Nebraska State Patrol. The information from the report shall be maintained as provided in 
section 69-2444. 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 69-2445 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Carrying concealed weapon under other law; act; how construed 
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Nothing in the Concealed Handgun Permit Act prevents a person from carrying a concealed 
weapon as permitted under section 28-1202. 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 69-2446 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Rules and regulations 
 
The Nebraska State Patrol may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations to carry out the 
Concealed Handgun Permit Act. 
 
Nevada 
 
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 202.320 (LexisNexis 2015)   
Drawing deadly weapon in threatening manner 
 
1.  Unless a greater penalty is provided in NRS 202.287, a person having, carrying or procuring 
from another person any dirk, dirk-knife, sword, sword cane, pistol, gun or other deadly weapon, 
who, in the presence of two or more persons, draws or exhibits any of such deadly weapons in a 
rude, angry or threatening manner not in necessary self-defense, or who in any manner 
unlawfully uses that weapon in any fight or quarrel, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 
2.  A sheriff, deputy sheriff, marshal, constable or other peace officer shall not be held to 
answer, under the provisions of subsection 1, for drawing or exhibiting any of the weapons 
mentioned therein while in the lawful discharge of his or her duties. 
 
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 202.350 (LexisNexis 2015)   
Manufacture, importation, possession or use of dangerous weapon or silencer; carrying 
concealed weapon without permit; penalties; issuance of permit to carry concealed 
weapon; exceptions 
 
1.  Except as otherwise provided in this section and NRS 202.3653 to 202.369, inclusive, a 
person within this State shall not: 
 
(a)  Manufacture or cause to be manufactured, or import into the State, or keep, offer or expose 
for sale, or give, lend or possess any instrument or weapon of the kind commonly known as a 
blackjack, slungshot, billy, sand-club, sandbag or metal knuckles; 
 
(b)  Manufacture or cause to be manufactured, or import into the State, or keep, offer or expose 
for sale, or give, lend, possess or use a machine gun or a silencer, unless authorized by federal 
law; 
 
(c)  With the intent to inflict harm upon the person of another, possess or use a nunchaku or 
trefoil; or 
 
(d)  Carry concealed upon his or her person any: 
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(1)  Explosive substance, other than ammunition or any components thereof; 
 
(2)   Machete; 
 
(3)  Pneumatic gun; or 
 
(4)  Pistol, revolver or other firearm, or other dangerous or deadly weapon. 
 
2.  Except as otherwise provided in NRS 202.275 and 212.185, a person who violates any of the 
provisions of: 
 
(a)  Paragraph (a) or (c) or subparagraph (2) of paragraph (d) of subsection 1 is guilty: 
 
(1)  For the first offense, of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
(2)  For any subsequent offense, of a category D felony and shall be punished as provided in 
NRS 193.130. 
 
(b)  Paragraph (b) or subparagraph (1) or (3) of paragraph (d) of subsection 1 is guilty of a 
category C felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 
 
3.  Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the sheriff of any county may, upon written 
application by a resident of that county showing the reason or the purpose for which a concealed 
weapon is to be carried, issue a permit authorizing the applicant to carry in this State the 
concealed weapon described in the permit. This subsection does not authorize the sheriff to issue 
a permit to a person to carry a pistol, revolver or other firearm. 
 
4.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 5, this section does not apply to: 
 
(a)  Sheriffs, constables, marshals, peace officers, correctional officers employed by the 
Department of Corrections, special police officers, police officers of this State, whether active or 
honorably retired, or other appointed officers. 
 
(b)  Any person summoned by any peace officer to assist in making arrests or preserving the 
peace while the person so summoned is actually engaged in assisting such an officer. 
 
(c)  Any full-time paid peace officer of an agency of the United States or another state or 
political subdivision thereof when carrying out official duties in the State of Nevada. 
 
(d)  Members of the Armed Forces of the United States when on duty. 
 
5.  The exemptions provided in subsection 4 do not include a former peace officer who is retired 
for disability unless his or her former employer has approved his or her fitness to carry a 
concealed weapon. 
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6.  The provisions of paragraph (b) of subsection 1 do not apply to any person who is licensed, 
authorized or permitted to possess or use a machine gun or silencer pursuant to federal law. The 
burden of establishing federal licensure, authorization or permission is upon the person 
possessing the license, authorization or permission. 
 
7.  This section shall not be construed to prohibit a qualified law enforcement officer or a 
qualified retired law enforcement officer from carrying a concealed weapon in this State if he or 
she is authorized to do so pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 926B or 926C. 
 
8.  As used in this section: 
 
(a)  “Concealed weapon” means a weapon described in this section that is carried upon a person 
in such a manner as not to be discernible by ordinary observation. 
 
(b)  “Honorably retired” means retired in Nevada after completion of 10 years of creditable 
service as a member of the Public Employees” Retirement System. A former peace officer is not 
“honorably retired” if he or she was discharged for cause or resigned before the final disposition 
of allegations of serious misconduct. 
 
(c)  “Machine gun” means any weapon which shoots, is designed to shoot or can be readily 
restored to shoot more than one shot, without manual reloading, by a single function of the 
trigger. 
 
(d)  “Nunchaku” means an instrument consisting of two or more sticks, clubs, bars or rods 
connected by a rope, cord, wire or chain used as a weapon in forms of Oriental combat. 
 
(e)  “Pneumatic gun” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 202.265. 
 
(f)  “Qualified law enforcement officer” has the meaning ascribed to it in 18 U.S.C. § 926B(c). 
 
(g)  “Qualified retired law enforcement officer” has the meaning ascribed to it in 18 U.S.C. § 
926C(c). 
 
(h)  “Silencer” means any device for silencing, muffling or diminishing the report of a firearm, 
including any combination of parts, designed or redesigned, and intended for use in assembling 
or fabricating a silencer or muffler, and any part intended only for use in such assembly or 
fabrication. 
 
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 202.595 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Performance of act or neglect of duty in willful or wanton disregard of safety of persons or 
property; penalty   
  
Unless a greater penalty is otherwise provided by statute and except under the circumstances 
described in NRS 484B.653, a person who performs any act or neglects any duty imposed by law 
in willful or wanton disregard of the safety of persons or property shall be punished: 
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1.  If the act or neglect does not result in the substantial bodily harm or death of a person, for a 
gross misdemeanor. 
 
2.  If the act or neglect results in the substantial bodily harm or death of a person, for a category 
C felony as provided in NRS 193.130. 
   
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 202.3657 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Application for permit; eligibility; denial or revocation of permit 
 
1.  Any person who is a resident of this State may apply to the sheriff of the county in which he 
or she resides for a permit on a form prescribed by regulation of the Department. Any person 
who is not a resident of this State may apply to the sheriff of any county in this State for a permit 
on a form prescribed by regulation of the Department. Application forms for permits must be 
furnished by the sheriff of each county upon request. 
 
2.  A person applying for a permit may submit one application and obtain one permit to carry all 
handguns owned by the person. The person must not be required to list and identify on the 
application each handgun owned by the person. A permit is valid for any handgun which is 
owned or thereafter obtained by the person to whom the permit is issued. 
 
3.  Except as otherwise provided in this section, the sheriff shall issue a permit to any person who 
is qualified to possess a handgun under state and federal law, who submits an application in 
accordance with the provisions of this section and who: 
 
(a)  Is 21 years of age or older; 
 
(b)  Is not prohibited from possessing a firearm pursuant to NRS 202.360; and 
 
(c)  Demonstrates competence with handguns by presenting a certificate or other documentation 
to the sheriff which shows that the applicant: 
 
(1)  Successfully completed a course in firearm safety approved by a sheriff in this State; or 
 
(2)  Successfully completed a course in firearm safety offered by a federal, state or local law 
enforcement agency, community college, university or national organization that certifies 
instructors in firearm safety. 
 
Such a course must include instruction in the use of handguns and in the laws of this State 
relating to the use of a firearm. A sheriff may not approve a course in firearm safety pursuant to 
subparagraph (1) unless the sheriff determines that the course meets any standards that are 
established by the Nevada Sheriffs' and Chiefs' Association or, if the Nevada Sheriffs' and 
Chiefs' Association ceases to exist, its legal successor. 
 
4.  The sheriff shall deny an application or revoke a permit if the sheriff determines that the 
applicant or permittee: 
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(a)  Has an outstanding warrant for his or her arrest. 
 
(b)  Has been judicially declared incompetent or insane. 
 
(c)  Has been voluntarily or involuntarily admitted to a mental health facility during the 
immediately preceding 5 years. 
 
(d)  Has habitually used intoxicating liquor or a controlled substance to the extent that his or her 
normal faculties are impaired. For the purposes of this paragraph, it is presumed that a person has 
so used intoxicating liquor or a controlled substance if, during the immediately preceding 5 
years, the person has been: 
 
(1)  Convicted of violating the provisions of NRS 484C.110; or 
 
(2)  Committed for treatment pursuant to NRS 458.290 to 458.350, inclusive. 
 
(e)  Has been convicted of a crime involving the use or threatened use of force or violence 
punishable as a misdemeanor under the laws of this or any other state, or a territory or possession 
of the United States at any time during the immediately preceding 3 years. 
 
(f)  Has been convicted of a felony in this State or under the laws of any state, territory or 
possession of the United States. 
 
(g)  Has been convicted of a crime involving domestic violence or stalking, or is currently 
subject to a restraining order, injunction or other order for protection against domestic violence. 
 
(h)  Is currently on parole or probation from a conviction obtained in this State or in any other 
state or territory or possession of the United States. 
 
(i)  Has, within the immediately preceding 5 years, been subject to any requirements imposed by 
a court of this State or of any other state or territory or possession of the United States, as a 
condition to the court's: 
 
(1)  Withholding of the entry of judgment for a conviction of a felony; or 
 
(2)  Suspension of sentence for the conviction of a felony. 
 
(j)  Has made a false statement on any application for a permit or for the renewal of a permit. 
 
5.  The sheriff may deny an application or revoke a permit if the sheriff receives a sworn 
affidavit stating articulable facts based upon personal knowledge from any natural person who is 
18 years of age or older that the applicant or permittee has or may have committed an offense or 
engaged in any other activity specified in subsection 4 which would preclude the issuance of a 
permit to the applicant or require the revocation of a permit pursuant to this section. 
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6.  If the sheriff receives notification submitted by a court or law enforcement agency of this or 
any other state, the United States or a territory or possession of the United States that a permittee 
or an applicant for a permit has been charged with a crime involving the use or threatened use of 
force or violence, the conviction for which would require the revocation of a permit or preclude 
the issuance of a permit to the applicant pursuant to this section, the sheriff shall suspend the 
person's permit or the processing of the person's application until the final disposition of the 
charges against the person. If a permittee is acquitted of the charges, or if the charges are 
dropped, the sheriff shall restore his or her permit without imposing a fee. 
 
7.  An application submitted pursuant to this section must be completed and signed under oath by 
the applicant. The applicant's signature must be witnessed by an employee of the sheriff or 
notarized by a notary public. The application must include: 
 
(a)  The name, address, place and date of birth, social security number, occupation and employer 
of the applicant and any other names used by the applicant; 
 
(b)  A complete set of the applicant's fingerprints taken by the sheriff or his or her agent; 
 
(c)  A front-view colored photograph of the applicant taken by the sheriff or his or her agent; 
 
(d)  If the applicant is a resident of this State, the driver's license number or identification card 
number of the applicant issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles; 
 
(e)  If the applicant is not a resident of this State, the driver's license number or identification 
card number of the applicant issued by another state or jurisdiction; 
 
(f)  A nonrefundable fee equal to the nonvolunteer rate charged by the Central Repository for 
Nevada Records of Criminal History and the Federal Bureau of Investigation to obtain the 
reports required pursuant to subsection 1 of NRS 202.366; and 
 
(g)  A nonrefundable fee set by the sheriff not to exceed $60. 
 
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 202.3673 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Permittee authorized to carry concealed firearm while on premises of public building; 
exceptions; penalty 
 
1.  Except as otherwise provided in subsections 2 and 3, a permittee may carry a concealed 
firearm while the permittee is on the premises of any public building. 
 
2.  A permittee shall not carry a concealed firearm while the permittee is on the premises of a 
public building that is located on the property of a public airport. 
 
3.  A permittee shall not carry a concealed firearm while the permittee is on the premises of: 
 
(a) A public building that is located on the property of a public school or a child care facility  
or the property of the Nevada System of Higher Education, unless the permittee has obtained   
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 written permission to carry a concealed firearm while he or she is on the premises of the public   
 building pursuant to subparagraph (3) of paragraph (a) of subsection 3 of NRS 202.265. 
 
(b) A public building that has a metal detector at each public entrance or a sign posted at each  
public entrance indicating that no firearms are allowed in the building, unless the permittee is  
not prohibited from carrying a concealed firearm while he or she is on the premises of the  
public building pursuant to subsection 4. 
 
4.  The provisions of paragraph (b) of subsection 3 do not prohibit: 
 
(a) A permittee who is a judge from carrying a concealed firearm in the courthouse or  
 courtroom in which the judge presides or from authorizing a permittee to carry a concealed  
 firearm while in the courtroom of the judge and while traveling to and from the courtroom of  
 the judge. 
 
(b) A permittee who is a prosecuting attorney of an agency or political subdivision of the  
United States or of this State from carrying a concealed firearm while he or she is on the  
premises of a public building. 
 
(c) A permittee who is employed in the public building from carrying a concealed firearm  
while he or she is on the premises of the public building. 
 
(d) A permittee from carrying a concealed firearm while he or she is on the premises of the  
public building if the permittee has received written permission from the person in control of  
the public building to carry a concealed firearm while the permittee is on the premises of the  
public building. 
 
5.  A person who violates subsection 2 or 3 is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 
6.  As used in this section: 
 
(a) “Child care facility” has the meaning ascribed to it in paragraph (a) of subsection 5 of NRS        
   202.265. 
 
(b) “Public building” means any building or office space occupied by: 
 
(1) Any component of the Nevada System of Higher Education and used for any purpose  
       related to the System; or 
  
(2) The Federal Government, the State of Nevada or any county, city, school district or other  
      political subdivision of the State of Nevada and used for any public purpose. 
 
If only part of the building is occupied by an entity described in this subsection, the term means 
only that portion of the building which is so occupied. 
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Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 244.364 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Limited authority to regulate firearms; restrictions concerning registration of certain 
firearms in county whose population is 700,000 or more 
 
1.  The Legislature hereby declares that: 
 
(a)  The purpose of this section is to establish state control over the regulation of and policies 
concerning firearms, firearm accessories and ammunition to ensure that such regulation and 
policies are uniform throughout this State and to ensure the protection of the right to keep and 
bear arms, which is recognized by the United States Constitution and the Nevada Constitution. 
 
(b)  The regulation of the transfer, sale, purchase, possession, carrying, ownership, 
transportation, storage, registration and licensing of firearms, firearm accessories and 
ammunition in this State and the ability to define such terms is within the exclusive domain of 
the Legislature, and any other law, regulation, rule or ordinance to the contrary is null and void. 
 
(c)  This section must be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose. 
 
2.  Except as otherwise provided by specific statute, the Legislature reserves for itself such rights 
and powers as are necessary to regulate the transfer, sale, purchase, possession, carrying, 
ownership, transportation, storage, registration and licensing of firearms, firearm accessories and 
ammunition in Nevada and to define such terms. No county may infringe upon those rights and 
powers. 
 
3.  A board of county commissioners may proscribe by ordinance or regulation the unsafe 
discharge of firearms. 
 
4.  Any ordinance or regulation which is inconsistent with this section or which is designed to 
restrict or prohibit the sale, purchase, transfer, manufacture or display of firearms, firearm 
accessories or ammunition that is otherwise lawful under the laws of this State is null and void, 
and any official action taken by an employee or agent of a county in violation of this section is 
void. 
 
5.  A board of county commissioners shall repeal any ordinance or regulation described in 
subsection 4, and any such ordinance or regulation that is posted within the county must be 
removed. 
 
6.  A board of county commissioners shall cause to be destroyed any ownership records of 
firearms owned by private persons which are kept or maintained by the county or any county 
agency, board or commission, including, without limitation, any law enforcement agency, for the 
purposes of compliance with any ordinance or regulation that is inconsistent with this section.  
 
The provisions of this subsection do not apply to the ownership records of firearms purchased 
and owned by any political subdivision of this State. 
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7.  Any person who is adversely affected by the enforcement of an ordinance or regulation that 
violates this section on or after October 1, 2015, may file suit in the appropriate court for 
declarative and injunctive relief and damages attributable to the violation. Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, such a person is entitled to: 
 
(a)  Reimbursement of actual damages, reasonable attorney’s fees and costs which the person has 
incurred if, within 30 days after the person commenced the action but before a final 
determination has been issued by the court, the board of county commissioners repeals the 
ordinance or regulation that violates this section. 
 
(b)  Liquidated damages in an amount equal to two times the actual damages, reasonable 
attorney’s fees and costs incurred by the person if, more than 30 days after the person 
commenced the action but before a final determination has been issued by the court, the board of 
county commissioners repeals the ordinance or regulation that violates this section. 
 
(c)  Liquidated damages in an amount equal to three times the actual damages, reasonable 
attorney’s fees and costs incurred by the person if the court makes a final determination in favor 
of the person. 
 
8.  This section must not be construed to prevent: 
 
(a)  A law enforcement agency or correctional institution from promulgating and enforcing its 
own rules pertaining to firearms, firearm accessories or ammunition that are issued to or used by 
peace officers in the course of their official duties. 
 
(b)  A court or administrative law judge from hearing and resolving a case or controversy or 
issuing an opinion or order on a matter within its jurisdiction. 
 
(c)  A public employer from regulating or prohibiting the carrying or possession of firearms, 
firearm accessories or ammunition during or in the course of an employee’s official duties. 
 
(d)  The enactment or enforcement of a county zoning or business ordinance which is generally 
applicable to businesses within the county and thereby affects a firearms business within the 
county, including, without limitation, an indoor or outdoor shooting range. 
 
(e)  A county from enacting and enforcing rules for the operation and use of any firearm range 
owned and operated by the county. 
 
(f)  A political subdivision from sponsoring or conducting a firearm-related competition or 
educational or cultural program and enacting and enforcing rules for participation in or 
attendance at any such competition or program. 
 
(g)  A political subdivision or any official thereof with appropriate authority from enforcing any 
statute of this State. 
 
9.  As used in this section: 
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(a)  “Ammunition” includes, without limitation, fixed cartridge ammunition and the individual 
components thereof, shotgun shells and the individual components thereof, projectiles for 
muzzle-loading firearms and any propellant used in firearms or ammunition. 
 
(b)  “Firearm” includes, without limitation, a pistol, revolver, rifle, shotgun, machine gun, 
submachine gun, black powder weapon, muzzle-loading firearm or any device which is designed 
to, able to or able to be readily converted to expel a projectile through the barrel by the action of 
an explosive, other form of combustion 
or expanding gases. 
 
(c)  “Firearm accessories” means: 
 
(1)  Devices specifically designed or adapted to enable the wearing or carrying of a firearm or 
the storing in or mounting on a conveyance of a firearm; or 
 
(2)  Attachments or devices specifically designed or adapted to be inserted into or affixed on a 
firearm to enable, alter or improve the functioning or capability of the firearm. 
 
(d)  “Person” includes, without limitation: 
 
(1)  Any person who has standing to bring or maintain an action concerning this section pursuant 
to the laws of this State. 
 
(2)  Any person who: 
 
(I)  Can legally possess a firearm under state and federal law; 
 
(II)  Owns, possesses, stores, transports, carries or transfers firearms, ammunition or ammunition 
components within a county; and 
 
(III)  Is subject to the county ordinance or regulation at issue. 
 
(3)  A membership organization whose members include a person described in subparagraphs (1) 
and (2) and which is dedicated in whole or in part to protecting the legal, civil or constitutional 
rights of its members. 
 
(e)  “Political subdivision” includes, without limitation, a state agency, county, city, town or 
school district. 
 
(f)  “Public employer” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 286.070. 
 
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 268.418 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Limited authority to regulate firearms; restrictions concerning registration of firearms in 
city in county whose population is 700,000 or more 
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1.  The Legislature hereby declares that: 
 
(a)  The purpose of this section is to establish state control over the regulation of and policies 
concerning firearms, firearm accessories and ammunition to ensure that such regulation and 
policies are uniform throughout this State and to ensure the protection of the right to bear arms, 
which is recognized by the United States Constitution and the Nevada Constitution. 
 
(b)  The regulation of the transfer, sale, purchase, possession, carrying, ownership, 
transportation, storage, registration and licensing of firearms, firearm accessories and 
ammunition in this State and the ability to define such terms is within the exclusive domain of 
the Legislature, and any other law, regulation, rule or ordinance to the contrary is null and void. 
 
(c)  This section must be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose. 
 
2.  Except as otherwise provided by specific statute, the Legislature reserves for itself such rights 
and powers as are necessary to regulate the transfer, sale, purchase, possession, carrying, 
ownership, transportation, storage, registration and licensing of firearms, firearm accessories and 
ammunition in Nevada and to define such terms. No city may infringe upon those rights and 
powers. 
 
3.  The governing body of a city may proscribe by ordinance or regulation the unsafe discharge 
of firearms. 
 
4.  Any ordinance or regulation which is inconsistent with this section or which is designed to 
restrict or prohibit the sale, purchase, transfer, manufacture or display of firearms, firearm 
accessories or ammunition that is otherwise lawful under the laws of this State is null and void, 
and any official action taken by an employee or agent of a city in violation of this section is void. 
 
5.  The governing body of a city shall repeal any ordinance or regulation described in subsection 
4, and any such ordinance or regulation that is posted within the city must be removed. 
 
6.  The governing body of a city shall cause to be destroyed any ownership records of firearms 
owned by private persons which are kept or maintained by the city or any city agency, board or 
commission, including, without limitation, any law enforcement agency, for the purposes of 
compliance with any ordinance or regulation that is inconsistent with this section. The provisions 
of this subsection do not apply to the ownership records of firearms purchased and owned by any 
political subdivision of this State. 
 
7.  Any person who is adversely affected by the enforcement of an ordinance or regulation that 
violates this section on or after October 1, 2015, may file suit in the appropriate court for 
declarative and injunctive relief and damages attributable to the violation. Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, such a person is entitled to: 
 
(a)  Reimbursement of actual damages, reasonable attorney’s fees and costs which the person has 
incurred if, within 30 days after the person commenced the action but before a final 
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determination has been issued by the court, the governing body of the city repeals the ordinance 
or regulation that violates this section. 
 
(b)  Liquidated damages in an amount equal to two times the actual damages, reasonable 
attorney’s fees and costs incurred by the person if, more than 30 days after the person 
commenced the action but before a final determination has been issued by the court, the 
governing body of the city repeals the ordinance or regulation that violates this section. 
 
(c)  Liquidated damages in an amount equal to three times the actual damages, reasonable 
attorney’s fees and costs incurred by the person if the court makes a final determination in favor 
of the person. 
 
8.  This section must not be construed to prevent: 
 
(a)  A law enforcement agency or correctional institution from promulgating and enforcing its 
own rules pertaining to firearms, firearm accessories or ammunition that are issued to or used by 
peace officers in the course of their official duties. 
 
(b)  A court or administrative law judge from hearing and resolving a case or controversy or 
issuing an opinion or order on a matter within its jurisdiction. 
 
(c)  A public employer from regulating or prohibiting the carrying or possession of firearms, 
firearm accessories or ammunition during or in the course of an employee’s official duties. 
 
(d)  The enactment or enforcement of a city zoning or business ordinance which is generally 
applicable to businesses within the city and thereby affects a firearms business within the city, 
including, without limitation, an indoor or outdoor shooting range. 
 
(e)  A city from enacting and enforcing rules for the operation and use of any firearm range 
owned and operated by the city. 
 
(f)  A political subdivision from sponsoring or conducting a firearm-related competition or 
educational or cultural program and enacting and enforcing rules for participation in or 
attendance at any such competition or program. 
 
(g)  A political subdivision or any official thereof with appropriate authority from enforcing any 
statute of this State. 
 
9.  As used in this section: 
 
(a)  “Ammunition” includes, without limitation, fixed cartridge ammunition and the individual 
components thereof, shotgun shells and the individual components thereof, projectiles for 
muzzle-loading firearms and any propellant used in firearms or ammunition. 
 
(b)  “Firearm” includes, without limitation, a pistol, revolver, rifle, shotgun, machine gun, 
submachine gun, black powder weapon, muzzle-loading firearm or any device which is designed 
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to, able to or able to be readily converted to expel a projectile through the barrel by the action of 
an explosive, other form of combustion 
or expanding gases. 
 
(c)  “Firearm accessories” means: 
 
(1)  Devices specifically designed or adapted to enable the wearing or carrying of a firearm or 
the storing in or mounting on a conveyance of a firearm; or 
 
(2)  Attachments or devices specifically designed or adapted to be inserted into or affixed on a 
firearm to enable, alter or improve the functioning or capability of the firearm. 
 
(d)  “Person” includes, without limitation: 
 
(1)  Any person who has standing to bring or maintain an action concerning this section pursuant 
to the laws of this State. 
 
(2)  Any person who: 
 
(I)  Can legally possess a firearm under state and federal law; 
 
(II)  Owns, possesses, stores, transports, carries or transfers firearms, ammunition or ammunition 
components within a city; and 
 
(III)  Is subject to the city ordinance or regulation at issue. 
 
(3)  A membership organization whose members include a person described in subparagraphs (1) 
and (2) and which is dedicated in whole or in part to protecting the legal, civil or constitutional 
rights of its members. 
 
(e)  “Political subdivision” includes, without limitation, a state agency, county, city, town or 
school district. 
 
(f)  “Public employer” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 286.070. 
 
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 269.222 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Limited authority to regulate firearms; restrictions concerning registration of firearms in 
town in county whose population is 700,000 or more 
 
1.  The Legislature hereby declares that: 
 
(a)  The purpose of this section is to establish state control over the regulation of and policies 
concerning firearms, firearm accessories and ammunition to ensure that such regulation and 
policies are uniform throughout this State and to ensure the protection of the right to keep and 
bear arms, which is recognized by the United States Constitution and the Nevada Constitution. 
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(b)  The regulation of the transfer, sale, purchase, possession, carrying, ownership, 
transportation, storage, registration and licensing of firearms, firearm accessories and 
ammunition in this State and the ability to define such terms is within the exclusive domain of 
the Legislature, and any other law, regulation, rule or ordinance to the contrary is null and void. 
 
(c)  This section must be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose. 
 
2.  Except as otherwise provided by specific statute, the Legislature reserves for itself such rights 
and powers as are necessary to regulate the transfer, sale, purchase, possession, carrying, 
ownership, transportation, storage, registration and licensing of firearms, firearm accessories and 
ammunition in Nevada and to define such terms. No town may infringe upon those rights and 
powers. 
 
3.  A town board may proscribe by ordinance or regulation the unsafe discharge of firearms. 
 
4.  Any ordinance or regulation which is inconsistent with this section or which is designed to 
restrict or prohibit the sale, purchase, transfer, manufacture or display of firearms, firearm 
accessories or ammunition that is otherwise lawful under the laws of this State is null and void, 
and any official action taken by an employee or agent of a town in violation of this section is 
void. 
 
5.  A town board shall repeal any ordinance or regulation described in subsection 4, and any such 
ordinance or regulation that is posted within the town must be removed. 
 
6.  A town board shall cause to be destroyed any ownership records of firearms owned by private 
persons which are kept or maintained by the town or any town agency, board or commission, 
including, without limitation, any law enforcement agency, for the purposes of compliance with 
any ordinance or regulation that is inconsistent with this section. The provisions of this 
subsection do not apply to the ownership records of firearms purchased and owned by any 
political subdivision of this State. 
 
7.  Any person who is adversely affected by the enforcement of an ordinance or regulation that 
violates this section on or after the effective date of this section may file suit in the appropriate 
court for declarative and injunctive relief and damages attributable to the violation. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, such a person is entitled to: 
 
(a)  Reimbursement of actual damages, reasonable attorney’s fees and costs which the person has 
incurred if, within 30 days after the person commenced the action but before a final 
determination has been issued by the court, the town board repeals the ordinance or regulation 
that violates this section. 
 
(b)  Liquidated damages in an amount equal to two times the actual damages, reasonable 
attorney’s fees and costs incurred by the person if, more than 30 days after the person 
commenced the action but before a final determination has been issued by the court, the town 
board repeals the ordinance or regulation that violates this section. 
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(c)  Liquidated damages in an amount equal to three times the actual damages, reasonable 
attorney’s fees and costs incurred by the person if the court makes a final determination in favor 
of the person. 
 
8.  This section must not be construed to prevent: 
 
(a)  A law enforcement agency or correctional institution from promulgating and enforcing its 
own rules pertaining to firearms, firearm accessories or ammunition that are issued to or used by 
peace officers in the course of their official duties. 
 
(b)  A court or administrative law judge from hearing and resolving a case or controversy or 
issuing an opinion or order on a matter within its jurisdiction. 
 
(c)  A public employer from regulating or prohibiting the carrying or possession of firearms, 
firearm accessories or ammunition during or in the course of an employee’s official duties. 
 
(d)  The enactment of enforcement of a town zoning or business ordinance which is generally 
applicable to businesses within the town and thereby affects a firearms business within the town, 
including, without limitation, an indoor or outdoor shooting range. 
 
(e)  A town from enacting and enforcing rules for the operation and use of any firearm range 
owned and operated by the town. 
 
(f)  A political subdivision from sponsoring or conducting a firearm-related competition or 
educational or cultural program and enacting and enforcing rules for participation in or 
attendance at any such competition or program. 
 
(g)  A political subdivision or any official thereof with appropriate authority from enforcing any 
statute of this State. 
 
9.  As used in this section: 
 
(a)  “Ammunition” includes, without limitation, fixed cartridge ammunition and the individual 
components thereof, shotgun shells and the individual components thereof, projectiles for 
muzzle-loading firearms and any propellant used in firearms or ammunition. 
 
(b)  “Firearm” includes, without limitation, a pistol, revolver, rifle, shotgun, machine gun, 
submachine gun, black powder weapon, muzzle-loading firearm or any device which is designed 
to, able to or able to be readily converted to expel a projectile through the barrel by the action of 
an explosive, other form of combustion 
or expanding gases. 
 
(c)  “Firearm accessories” means: 
 
(1)  Devices specifically designed or adapted to enable the wearing or carrying of a firearm or 
the storing in or mounting on a conveyance of a firearm; or 
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(2)  Attachments or devices specifically designed or adapted to be inserted into or affixed on a 
firearm to enable, alter or improve the functioning or capability of the firearm. 
 
(d)  “Person” includes, without limitation: 
 
(1)  Any person who has standing to bring or maintain an action concerning this section pursuant 
to the laws of this State. 
 
(2)  Any person who: 
 
(I)  Can legally possess a firearm under state and federal law; 
 
(II)  Owns, possesses, stores, transports, carries or transfers firearms, ammunition or ammunition 
components within a town; and 
 
(III)  Is subject to the town ordinance or regulation at issue. 
 
(3)  A membership organization whose members include a person described in subparagraphs (1) 
and (2) and which is dedicated in whole or in part to protecting the legal, civil or constitutional 
rights of its members. 
 
(e)  “Political subdivision” includes, without limitation, a state agency, county, city, town or 
school district. 
 
(f)  “Public employer” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 286.070. 
 
New Hampshire 
 
N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 111:15 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Armed Civilian Groups 
 
No organization, society, club, post, order, league or other combination of persons, or civil 
group, or any members thereof, are authorized to assume any semblance of military organization 
or character by bearing or possessing rifles, pistols, sabres, clubs, or military weapons of any 
kind, or wearing a military uniform of any kind. Any person violating any of the provisions of 
this section or taking part in such military organization shall be guilty of a misdemeanor if a 
natural person, or guilty of a felony if any other person; and any rifles, pistols, sabres, clubs or 
other military weapons used in violation hereof shall be forfeited. This section shall not apply to 
regularly constituted military units under state or federal laws; and nothing in this section shall 
be construed as forbidding the possession and use of rifles for color guards or firing squad 
purposes, or the wearing of uniforms of a military character, by an organization composed 
wholly of veteran soldiers who participated in any war of the United States, or by any other 
recognized fraternal group of long-standing in the community which uses rifles or sabres merely 
as a part of its ritualistic exercises and which is not specifically disapproved by the President of 
the United States, the Department of Defense, or the governor. 
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N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 159:26 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Firearms, Ammunition, and Knives; Authority of the State 
 
I. To the extent consistent with federal law, the state of New Hampshire shall have authority and 
jurisdiction over the sale, purchase, ownership, use, possession, transportation, licensing, 
permitting, taxation, or other matter pertaining to firearms, firearms components, ammunition, 
firearms supplies, or knives in the state. Except as otherwise specifically provided by statute, no 
ordinance or regulation of a political subdivision may regulate the sale, purchase, ownership, 
use, possession, transportation, licensing, permitting, taxation, or other matter pertaining to 
firearms, firearms components, ammunition, or firearms supplies in the state. Nothing in this 
section shall be construed as affecting a political subdivision's right to adopt zoning ordinances 
for the purpose of regulating firearms or knives businesses in the same manner as other 
businesses or to take any action allowed under RSA 207:59.   
 
II. Upon the effective date of this section, all municipal ordinances and regulations not 
authorized under paragraph I relative to the sale, purchase, ownership, use, possession, 
transportation, licensing, permitting, taxation, or other matter pertaining to firearms, firearm 
components, ammunition, firearms supplies, or knives shall be null and void. 
 
N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 159:4 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Carrying Without License  
 
No person shall carry a loaded pistol or revolver in any vehicle or concealed upon his person, 
except in his dwelling, house or place of business, without a valid license therefor as hereinafter 
provided. A loaded pistol or revolver shall include any pistol or revolver with a magazine, 
cylinder, chamber or clip in which there are loaded cartridges. Whoever violates the provisions 
of this section shall, for the first such offense, be guilty of a misdemeanor. For the second and for 
each subsequent violation of the provisions of this section, such person shall be guilty of a class 
B felony, provided such second or subsequent violation has occurred within 7 years of the 
previous conviction. 
 
N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 159:6 (LexisNexis 2015) 
License to Carry  
 
I.   
 
(a)  The selectmen of a town, the mayor or chief of police of a city or a full-time police officer 
designated by them respectively, the county sheriff for a resident of an unincorporated place, or 
the county sheriff if designated by the selectmen of a town that has no police chief, upon 
application of any resident of such town, city, or unincorporated place, or the director of state 
police, or some person designated by such director, upon application of a nonresident, shall issue 
a license to such applicant authorizing the applicant to carry a loaded pistol or revolver in this 
state for not less than 4 years from the date of issue, if it appears that the applicant has good 
reason to fear injury to the applicant’s person or property or has any proper purpose, and that the 
applicant is a suitable person to be licensed. Hunting, target shooting, or self-defense shall be 
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considered a proper purpose. The license shall be valid for all allowable purposes regardless of 
the purpose for which it was originally issued. 
 
(b)  The license shall be in duplicate and shall bear the name, address, description, and signature 
of the licensee. The original shall be delivered to the licensee and the duplicate shall be 
preserved by the people issuing the same for 4 years. When required, license renewal shall take 
place within the month of the fourth anniversary of the license holder’s date of birth following 
the date of issuance. The license shall be issued within 14 days after application, and, if such 
application is denied, the reason for such denial shall be stated in writing, the original of which 
such writing shall be delivered to the applicant, and a copy kept in the office of the person to 
whom the application was made. The fee for licenses issued to residents of the state shall be $10, 
which fee shall be for the use of the town or city granting said licenses; the fee for licenses 
granted to out-of-state residents shall be $100, which fee shall be for the use of the state. The 
director of state police is hereby authorized and directed to prepare forms for the licenses 
required under this chapter and forms for the application for such licenses and to supply the same 
to officials of the cities and towns authorized to issue the licenses. No other forms shall be used 
by officials of cities and towns. The cost of the forms shall be paid out of the fees received from 
nonresident licenses. 
 
II.  No photograph or fingerprint shall be required or used as a basis to grant, deny, or renew a 
license to carry for a resident or nonresident, unless requested by the applicant. 
 
N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 644:1 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Riot  
   
I.  A person is guilty of riot if: 
 
(a)  Simultaneously with 2 or more other persons, he engages in tumultuous or violent conduct 
and thereby purposely or recklessly creates a substantial risk of causing public alarm; or 
 
(b)  He assembles with 2 or more other persons with the purpose of engaging soon thereafter in 
tumultuous or violent conduct, believing that 2 or more other persons in the assembly have the 
same purpose; or 
 
(c)  He assembles with 2 or more other persons with the purpose of committing an offense 
against the person or property of another whom he supposes to be guilty of a violation of the law, 
believing that 2 or more other persons in the assembly have the same purpose. 
 
II.  Any person who refuses to comply with a lawful order to withdraw given to him immediately 
prior to, during, or immediately following a violation of paragraph I is guilty of riot. It is no 
defense to liability under this paragraph that withdrawal must take place over private property; 
provided, however, that no person so withdrawing shall incur criminal or civil liability by virtue 
of acts reasonably necessary to accomplish the withdrawal. 
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III.  Upon the request of a police officer, any person present during a violation of paragraph I or 
II shall render assistance, other than the use of force, in the suppression of such violations. Any 
person refusing to render such assistance is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 
IV.  Riot is a class B felony if, in the course of and as a result of the conduct, any person suffers 
physical injury, or substantial property damage or arson occurs, or the defendant was armed with 
a deadly weapon, or knowingly throws or causes to propel any object or substance of any kind at 
any uniformed law enforcement officer or uniformed emergency responder, regardless of 
whether such object actually strikes the uniformed law enforcement officer or uniformed 
emergency responder, except that if the deadly weapon was a firearm, he or she shall be 
sentenced in accordance with RSA 651:2, II-g. Otherwise, it is a misdemeanor. 
 
V.   
 
a)  If the conduct comprising the offense of riot occurred within any municipality in which a 
student housing facility owned by a public institution of higher education is located, or in any 
adjacent municipality, the following penalties may be imposed, in addition to those set forth in 
RSA 651: 
 
(1)  The court may order the individual not to enter the campus of any public institution of higher 
education in this state as follows: 
 
(A)  If the offense is a felony, for a period of time not to exceed 2 years following the imposition 
of sentence or the completion of any term of imprisonment. 
 
(B)  If the offense is a misdemeanor, for a period of time not to exceed one year following the 
imposition of sentence or the completion of any term of imprisonment. 
 
(2)  The court may order the individual to pay restitution to the public institution of higher 
education and, if appropriate, any municipality for expenses incurred as a result of the riot. The 
amount shall be reasonable and shall not exceed the individual's fair and reasonable share of the 
costs. 
 
(b)  An order issued under this section shall not apply to any of the following: 
 
(1)  Entering onto the campus of a public institution of higher education to obtain medical 
treatment. 
 
(2)  Traveling on a public roadway situated on the campus of a public institution of higher 
education for the purpose of traveling to a location other than on such campus. 
 
(c)  For the purposes of this section, “public institution of higher education” shall include any 
public community college, public college, or public university. 
 
N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 644:2 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Disorderly Conduct 
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A person is guilty of disorderly conduct if: 
 
I.  He knowingly or purposely creates a condition which is hazardous to himself or another in a 
public place by any action which serves no legitimate purpose; or 
 
II.  He or she: 
 
(a)  Engages in fighting or in violent, tumultuous or threatening behavior in a public place; or 
 
(b)  Directs at another person in a public place obscene, derisive, or offensive words which are 
likely to provoke a violent reaction on the part of an ordinary person; or 
 
(c)  Obstructs vehicular or pedestrian traffic on any public street or sidewalk or the entrance to 
any public building; or 
 
(d)  Engages in conduct in a public place which substantially interferes with a criminal 
investigation, a firefighting operation to which RSA 154:17 is applicable, the provision of 
emergency medical treatment, or the provision of other emergency services when traffic or 
pedestrian management is required; or 
 
(e)  Knowingly refuses to comply with a lawful order of a peace officer to move from or remain 
away from any public place; or 
 
III.  He purposely causes a breach of the peace, public inconvenience, annoyance or alarm, or 
recklessly creates a risk thereof, by: 
 
(a)  Making loud or unreasonable noises in a public place, or making loud or unreasonable noises 
in a private place which can be heard in a public place or other private places, which noises 
would disturb a person of average sensibilities; or 
 
(b)  Disrupting the orderly conduct of business in any public or governmental facility; or 
 
(c)  Disrupting any lawful assembly or meeting of persons without lawful authority. 
 
III-a.  When noise under subparagraph III(a) is emanating from a vehicle’s sound system or any 
portable sound system located within a vehicle, a law enforcement officer shall be considered a 
person of average sensibilities for purposes of determining whether the volume of such noise 
constitutes a breach of the peace, public inconvenience, annoyance, or alarm, and the officer may 
take enforcement action to abate such noise upon detecting the noise, or upon receiving a 
complaint from another person. 
 
IV.   
 
(a)  Whenever a peace officer has probable cause to believe that a serious threat to the public 
health or safety is created by a flood, storm, fire, earthquake, explosion, riot, ongoing criminal 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-398 

activity that poses a risk of bodily injury, or other disaster, the officer may close the area where 
the threat exists and the adjacent area necessary to control the threat or to prevent its spread, for 
the duration of the threat, until related law enforcement, fire, and emergency medical service 
operations are complete, by means of ropes, markers, uniformed emergency service personnel, or 
any other reasonable means, to any persons not authorized by a peace officer or emergency 
services personnel to enter or remain within the closed area. 
 
(b)  Peace officers may close the immediate area surrounding any emergency field command 
post activated for the purpose of abating any threat enumerated in this paragraph to any 
unauthorized persons, whether or not the field command post is located near the source of the 
threat. 
 
(c)  Any unauthorized person who knowingly enters an area closed pursuant to this paragraph or 
who knowingly remains within the area after receiving a lawful order from a peace officer to 
leave shall be guilty of disorderly conduct. 
 
V.  In this section: 
 
(a)  “Lawful order” means: 
 
(1)  A command issued to any person for the purpose of preventing said person from committing 
any offense set forth in this section, or in any section of Title LXII or Title XXI, when the officer 
has reasonable grounds to believe that said person is about to commit any such offense, or when 
said person is engaged in a course of conduct which makes his commission of such an offense 
imminent; 
 
(2)  A command issued to any person to stop him from continuing to commit any offense set 
forth in this section, or in any section of Title LXII or Title XXI, when the officer has reasonable 
grounds to believe that said person is presently engaged in conduct which constitutes any such 
offense; or 
 
(3)  A command not to enter or a command to leave an area closed pursuant to paragraph IV, 
provided that a person may not lawfully be ordered to leave his or her own home or business. 
 
(b)  “Public place” means any place to which the public or a substantial group has access. The 
term includes, but is not limited to, public ways, sidewalks, schools, hospitals, government 
offices or facilities, and the lobbies or hallways of apartment buildings, dormitories, hotels or 
motels. 
 
VI.  Disorderly conduct is a misdemeanor if the offense continues after a request by any person 
to desist; otherwise, it is a violation. 
 
New Jersey  
 
N.J. Const. art. 4, § VII, ¶ 11 
[Regarding Powers of Counties and Municipalities] 
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11. The provisions of this Constitution and of any law concerning municipal corporations formed 
for local government, or concerning counties, shall be liberally construed in their favor. The 
powers of counties and such municipal corporations shall include not only those granted in 
express terms but also those of necessary or fair implication, or incident to the powers expressly 
conferred, or essential thereto, and not inconsistent with or prohibited by this Constitution or by 
law. 
 
N.J. Rev. Stat. § 2C:33-1 (2015) 
Riot; failure to disperse 
  
a. Riot.  A person is guilty of riot if he participates with four or more others in a course of 
disorderly conduct as defined in section 2C:33-2a:  
 
 (1) With purpose to commit or facilitate the commission of a crime; 
 (2) With purpose to prevent or coerce official action; or  
 (3) When he or any other participant, known to him, uses or plans to use a firearm or other  
 deadly weapon.  
 
Riot if committed under circumstances set forth in paragraph (3) is a crime of the third degree. 
Otherwise riot is a crime of the fourth degree.  
 
b. Failure of disorderly persons to disperse upon official order. Where five or more persons are 
participating in a course of disorderly conduct as defined in section 2C:33-2 a. likely to cause 
substantial harm, a peace officer or other public servant engaged in executing or enforcing the 
law may order the participants and others in the immediate vicinity to disperse. A person who 
refuses or knowingly fails to obey such an order commits a disorderly persons offense. 
  
N.J. Rev. Stat. § 2C:33-2 (2015) 
Disorderly conduct  
 
a. Improper behavior.  A person is guilty of a petty disorderly persons offense, if with purpose to 
cause public inconvenience, annoyance or alarm, or recklessly creating a risk thereof he 
 
(1) Engages in fighting or threatening, or in violent or tumultuous behavior; or 
 
(2) Creates a hazardous or physically dangerous condition by any act which serves no  
legitimate purpose of the actor.  
 
b. Offensive language.  A person is guilty of a petty disorderly persons offense if, in a public 
place, and with purpose to offend the sensibilities of a hearer or in reckless disregard of the 
probability of so doing, he addresses unreasonably loud and offensively coarse or abusive 
language, given the circumstances of the person present and the setting of the utterance, to any 
person present.  
 
"Public" means affecting or likely to affect persons in a place to which the public or a  
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 substantial group has access; among the places included are highways, transport facilities,  
 schools, prisons, apartment houses, places of business or amusement, or any neighborhood. 
 
N.J. Rev. Stat. § 2C:39-5 (2015)  
Unlawful possession of weapons  
 
a.  Machine guns. Any person who knowingly has in his possession a machine gun or any 
instrument or device adaptable for use as a machine gun, without being licensed to do so as 
provided in N.J.S.2C:58-5, is guilty of a crime of the second degree. 
 
b.  Handguns. (1) Any person who knowingly has in his possession any handgun, including any 
antique handgun, without first having obtained a permit to carry the same as provided in 
N.J.S.2C:58-4, is guilty of a crime of the second degree. (2) If the handgun is in the nature of an 
air gun, spring gun or pistol or other weapon of a similar nature in which the propelling force is a 
spring, elastic band, carbon dioxide, compressed or other gas or vapor, air or compressed air, or 
is ignited by compressed air, and ejecting a bullet or missile smaller than three-eighths of an inch 
in diameter, with sufficient force to injure a person it is a crime of the third degree. 
 
c.  Rifles and shotguns. 
 
(1)  Any person who knowingly has in his possession any rifle or shotgun without having first 
obtained a firearms purchaser identification card in accordance with the provisions of 
N.J.S.2C:58-3, is guilty of a crime of the third degree. 
 
(2)  Unless otherwise permitted by law, any person who knowingly has in his possession any 
loaded rifle or shotgun is guilty of a crime of the third degree. 
 
d.  Other weapons. Any person who knowingly has in his possession any other weapon under 
circumstances not manifestly appropriate for such lawful uses as it may have is guilty of a crime 
of the fourth degree. 
 
e.  Firearms or other weapons in educational institutions. 
 
(1)  Any person who knowingly has in his possession any firearm in or upon any part of the 
buildings or grounds of any school, college, university or other educational institution, without 
the written authorization of the governing officer of the institution, is guilty of a crime of the 
third degree, irrespective of whether he possesses a valid permit to carry the firearm or a valid 
firearms purchaser identification card. 
 
(2)  Any person who knowingly possesses any weapon enumerated in paragraphs (3) and (4) of 
subsection r. of N.J.S.2C:39-1 or any components which can readily be assembled into a firearm 
or other weapon enumerated in subsection r. of N.J.S.2C:39-1 or any other weapon under 
circumstances not manifestly appropriate for such lawful use as it may have, while in or upon 
any part of the buildings or grounds of any school, college, university or other educational 
institution without the written authorization of the governing officer of the institution is guilty of 
a crime of the fourth degree. 
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(3)  Any person who knowingly has in his possession any imitation firearm in or upon any part 
of the buildings or grounds of any school, college, university or other educational institution, 
without the written authorization of the governing officer of the institution, or while on any 
school bus is a disorderly person, irrespective of whether he possesses a valid permit to carry a 
firearm or a valid firearms purchaser identification card. 
 
f.  Assault firearms. Any person who knowingly has in his possession an assault firearm is guilty 
of a crime of the second degree except if the assault firearm is licensed pursuant to N.J.S.2C:58-
5; registered pursuant to section 11 of P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C:58-12); or rendered inoperable 
pursuant to section 12 of P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C:58-13). 
 
g.   
 
(1)  The temporary possession of a handgun, rifle or shotgun by a person receiving, possessing, 
carrying or using the handgun, rifle, or shotgun under the provisions of section 1 of P.L.1992, 
c.74 (C.2C:58-3.1) shall not be considered unlawful possession under the provisions of 
subsection b. or c. of this section. 
 
(2)  The temporary possession of a firearm by a person receiving, possessing, carrying or using 
the firearm under the provisions of section 1 of P.L.1997, c.375 (C.2C:58-3.2) shall not be 
considered unlawful possession under the provisions of this section. 
 
h.  A person who is convicted of a crime under subsection a., b., f. or j. of this section shall be 
ineligible for participation in any program of intensive supervision; provided, however, that this 
provision shall not apply to a crime under subsection b. involving only a handgun which is in the 
nature of an air gun, spring gun or pistol or other weapon of a similar nature in which the 
propelling force is a spring, elastic band, carbon dioxide, compressed or other gas or vapor, air or 
compressed air, or is ignited by compressed air, and ejecting a bullet or missile smaller than 
three-eighths of an inch in diameter, with sufficient force to injure a person. 
 
i.  A person convicted of violating subsection a., b. or f. of this section shall be sentenced by the 
court to a term of imprisonment, which shall include the imposition of a minimum term during 
which the defendant shall be ineligible for parole, if the court finds that the aggravating 
circumstance set forth in paragraph (5) of subsection a. of N.J.S.2C:44-1 applies. The minimum 
term of parole ineligibility shall be fixed at five years. The sentencing court shall make a finding 
on the record as to whether the aggravating circumstance set forth in paragraph (5) of subsection 
a. of N.J.S.2C:44-1 applies, and the court shall presume that there is a substantial likelihood that 
the defendant is involved in organized criminal activity if there is a substantial likelihood that the 
defendant is a member of an organization or group that engages in criminal activity. The 
prosecution at the sentencing hearing shall have the initial burden of producing evidence or 
information concerning the defendant’s membership in such an organization or group. 
 
j.  A violation of subsection a., b., c. or f. of this section by a person who has a prior conviction 
of any of the crimes enumerated in subsection d. of section 2 of P.L.1997, c.117 (C.2C:43-7.2) is 
a first degree crime. 
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N.J. Rev. Stat. § 2C:58-3 (2015) 
Purchase of firearms 
 
a.  Permit to purchase a handgun. No person shall sell, give, transfer, assign or otherwise dispose 
of, nor receive, purchase, or otherwise acquire a handgun unless the purchaser, assignee, donee, 
receiver or holder is licensed as a dealer under this chapter or has first secured a permit to 
purchase a handgun as provided by this section. 
 
b.  Firearms purchaser identification card. No person shall sell, give, transfer, assign or otherwise 
dispose of nor receive, purchase or otherwise acquire an antique cannon or a rifle or shotgun, 
other than an antique rifle or shotgun, unless the purchaser, assignee, donee, receiver or holder is 
licensed as a dealer under this chapter or possesses a valid firearms purchaser identification card, 
and first exhibits said card to the seller, donor, transferor or assignor, and unless the purchaser, 
assignee, donee, receiver or holder signs a written certification, on a form prescribed by the 
superintendent, which shall indicate that he presently complies with the requirements of 
subsection c. of this section and shall contain his name, address and firearms purchaser 
identification card number or dealer’s registration number. The said certification shall be 
retained by the seller, as provided in paragraph (4) of subsection a. of N.J.S.2C:58-2, or, in the 
case of a person who is not a dealer, it may be filed with the chief of police of the municipality in 
which he resides or with the superintendent. 
 
c.  Who may obtain. No person of good character and good repute in the community in which he 
lives, and who is not subject to any of the disabilities set forth in this section or other sections of 
this chapter, shall be denied a permit to purchase a handgun or a firearms purchaser identification 
card, except as hereinafter set forth. No handgun purchase permit or firearms purchaser 
identification card shall be issued: 
 
(1)  To any person who has been convicted of any crime, or a disorderly persons offense 
involving an act of domestic violence as defined in section 3 of P.L.1991, c.261 (C.2C:25-19), 
whether or not armed with or possessing a weapon at the time of such offense; 
 
(2)  To any drug dependent person as defined in section 2 of P.L.1970, c.226 (C.24:21-2), to any 
person who is confined for a mental disorder to a hospital, mental institution or sanitarium, or to 
any person who is presently an habitual drunkard; 
 
(3)  To any person who suffers from a physical defect or disease which would make it unsafe for 
him to handle firearms, to any person who has ever been confined for a mental disorder, or to 
any alcoholic unless any of the foregoing persons produces a certificate of a medical doctor or 
psychiatrist licensed in New Jersey, or other satisfactory proof, that he is no longer suffering 
from that particular disability in such a manner that would interfere with or handicap him in the 
handling of firearms; to any person who knowingly falsifies any information on the application 
form for a handgun purchase permit or firearms purchaser identification card; 
 
(4)  To any person under the age of 18 years for a firearms purchaser identification card and to 
any person under the age of 21 years for a permit to purchase a handgun; 
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(5)  To any person where the issuance would not be in the interest of the public health, safety or 
welfare; 
 
(6)  To any person who is subject to a restraining order issued pursuant to the “Prevention of 
Domestic Violence Act of 1991,” P.L.1991, c.261 (C.2C:25-17 et seq.) prohibiting the person 
from possessing any firearm; 
 
(7)  To any person who as a juvenile was adjudicated delinquent for an offense which, if 
committed by an adult, would constitute a crime and the offense involved the unlawful use or 
possession of a weapon, explosive or destructive device or is enumerated in subsection d. of 
section 2 of P.L.1997, c.117 (C.2C:43-7.2); 
 
(8)  To any person whose firearm is seized pursuant to the “Prevention of Domestic Violence Act 
of 1991,” P.L.1991, c.261 (C.2C:25-17 et seq.) and whose firearm has not been returned; or 
 
(9)  To any person named on the consolidated Terrorist Watchlist maintained by Terrorist 
Screening Center administered by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
 
d.  Issuance. The chief of police of an organized full-time police department of the municipality 
where the applicant resides or the superintendent, in all other cases, shall upon application, issue 
to any person qualified under the provisions of subsection c. of this section a permit to purchase 
a handgun or a firearms purchaser identification card. 
 
Any person aggrieved by the denial of a permit or identification card may request a hearing in 
the Superior Court of the county in which he resides if he is a resident of New Jersey or in the 
Superior Court of the county in which his application was filed if he is a nonresident. The request 
for a hearing shall be made in writing within 30 days of the denial of the application for a permit 
or identification card. The applicant shall serve a copy of his request for a hearing upon the chief 
of police of the municipality in which he resides, if he is a resident of New Jersey, and upon the 
superintendent in all cases. The hearing shall be held and a record made thereof within 30 days 
of the receipt of the application for such hearing by the judge of the Superior Court. No formal 
pleading and no filing fee shall be required as a preliminary to such hearing. Appeals from the 
results of such hearing shall be in accordance with law. 
 
e.  Applications. Applications for permits to purchase a handgun and for firearms purchaser 
identification cards shall be in the form prescribed by the superintendent and shall set forth the 
name, residence, place of business, age, date of birth, occupation, sex and physical description, 
including distinguishing physical characteristics, if any, of the applicant, and shall state whether 
the applicant is a citizen, whether he is an alcoholic, habitual drunkard, drug dependent person as 
defined in section 2 of P.L.1970, c.226 (C.24:21-2), whether he has ever been confined or 
committed to a mental institution or hospital for treatment or observation of a mental or 
psychiatric condition on a temporary, interim or permanent basis, giving the name and location 
of the institution or hospital and the dates of such confinement or commitment, whether he has 
been attended, treated or observed by any doctor or psychiatrist or at any hospital or mental 
institution on an inpatient or outpatient basis for any mental or psychiatric condition, giving the 
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name and location of the doctor, psychiatrist, hospital or institution and the dates of such 
occurrence, whether he presently or ever has been a member of any organization which 
advocates or approves the commission of acts of force and violence to overthrow the 
Government of the United States or of this State, or which seeks to deny others their rights under 
the Constitution of either the United States or the State of New Jersey, whether he has ever been 
convicted of a crime or disorderly persons offense, whether the person is subject to a restraining 
order issued pursuant to the “Prevention of Domestic Violence Act of 1991,” P.L.1991, c.261 
(C.2C:25-17 et seq.) prohibiting the person from possessing any firearm, and such other 
information as the superintendent shall deem necessary for the proper enforcement of this 
chapter. For the purpose of complying with this subsection, the applicant shall waive any 
statutory or other right of confidentiality relating to institutional confinement. The application 
shall be signed by the applicant and shall contain as references the names and addresses of two 
reputable citizens personally acquainted with him. 
 
Application blanks shall be obtainable from the superintendent, from any other officer authorized 
to grant such permit or identification card, and from licensed retail dealers. 
 
The chief police officer or the superintendent shall obtain the fingerprints of the applicant and 
shall have them compared with any and all records of fingerprints in the municipality and county 
in which the applicant resides and also the records of the State Bureau of Identification and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, provided that an applicant for a handgun purchase permit who 
possesses a valid firearms purchaser identification card, or who has previously obtained a 
handgun purchase permit from the same licensing authority for which he was previously 
fingerprinted, and who provides other reasonably satisfactory proof of his identity, need not be 
fingerprinted again; however, the chief police officer or the superintendent shall proceed to 
investigate the application to determine whether or not the applicant has become subject to any 
of the disabilities set forth in this chapter. 
 
f.  Granting of permit or identification card; fee; term; renewal; revocation. The application for 
the permit to purchase a handgun together with a fee of $2, or the application for the firearms 
purchaser identification card together with a fee of $5, shall be delivered or forwarded to the 
licensing authority who shall investigate the same and, unless good cause for the denial thereof 
appears, shall grant the permit or the identification card, or both, if application has been made 
therefor, within 30 days from the date of receipt of the application for residents of this State and 
within 45 days for nonresident applicants. A permit to purchase a handgun shall be valid for a 
period of 90 days from the date of issuance and may be renewed by the issuing authority for 
good cause for an additional 90 days. A firearms purchaser identification card shall be valid until 
such time as the holder becomes subject to any of the disabilities set forth in subsection c. of this 
section, whereupon the card shall be void and shall be returned within five days by the holder to 
the superintendent, who shall then advise the licensing authority. Failure of the holder to return 
the firearms purchaser identification card to the superintendent within the said five days shall be 
an offense under subsection a. of N.J.S.2C:39-10. Any firearms purchaser identification card 
may be revoked by the Superior Court of the county wherein the card was issued, after hearing 
upon notice, upon a finding that the holder thereof no longer qualifies for the issuance of such 
permit. The county prosecutor of any county, the chief police officer of any municipality or any 
citizen may apply to such court at any time for the revocation of such card. 
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There shall be no conditions or requirements added to the form or content of the application, or 
required by the licensing authority for the issuance of a permit or identification card, other than 
those that are specifically set forth in this chapter. 
 
g.  Disposition of fees. All fees for permits shall be paid to the State Treasury if the permit is 
issued by the superintendent, to the municipality if issued by the chief of police, and to the 
county treasurer if issued by the judge of the Superior Court. 
 
h.  Form of permit; quadruplicate; disposition of copies. The permit shall be in the form 
prescribed by the superintendent and shall be issued to the applicant in quadruplicate. Prior to the 
time he receives the handgun from the seller, the applicant shall deliver to the seller the permit in 
quadruplicate and the seller shall complete all of the information required on the form. Within 
five days of the date of the sale, the seller shall forward the original copy to the superintendent 
and the second copy to the chief of police of the municipality in which the purchaser resides, 
except that in a municipality having no chief of police, such copy shall be forwarded to the 
superintendent. The third copy shall then be returned to the purchaser with the pistol or revolver 
and the fourth copy shall be kept by the seller as a permanent record. 
 
i.  Restriction on number of firearms person may purchase. Only one handgun shall be purchased 
or delivered on each permit and no more than one handgun shall be purchased within any 30-day 
period, but this limitation shall not apply to: 
 
(1)  a federal, State or local law enforcement officer or agency purchasing handguns for use by 
officers in the actual performance of their law enforcement duties; 
 
(2)  a collector of handguns as curios or relics as defined in Title 18, United States Code, section 
921(a)(13) who has in his possession a valid Collector of Curios and Relics License issued by the 
federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives; 
 
(3)  transfers of handguns among licensed retail dealers, registered wholesale dealers and 
registered manufacturers; 
 
(4)  transfers of handguns from any person to a licensed retail dealer or a registered wholesale 
dealer or registered manufacturer; 
 
(5)  any transaction where the person has purchased a handgun from a licensed retail dealer and 
has returned that handgun to the dealer in exchange for another handgun within 30 days of the 
original transaction, provided the retail dealer reports the exchange transaction to the 
superintendent; or 
 
(6)  any transaction where the superintendent issues an exemption from the prohibition in this 
subsection pursuant to the provisions of section 4 of P.L.2009, c.186 (C.2C:58-3.4). 
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The provisions of this subsection shall not be construed to afford or authorize any other 
exemption from the regulatory provisions governing firearms set forth in chapter 39 and chapter 
58 of Title 2C of the New Jersey Statutes; 
 
A person shall not be restricted as to the number of rifles or shotguns he may purchase, provided 
he possesses a valid firearms purchaser identification card and provided further that he signs the 
certification required in subsection b. of this section for each transaction. 
 
j.  Firearms passing to heirs or legatees. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section 
concerning the transfer, receipt or acquisition of a firearm, a permit to purchase or a firearms 
purchaser identification card shall not be required for the passing of a firearm upon the death of 
an owner thereof to his heir or legatee, whether the same be by testamentary bequest or by the 
laws of intestacy. The person who shall so receive, or acquire said firearm shall, however, be 
subject to all other provisions of this chapter. If the heir or legatee of such firearm does not 
qualify to possess or carry it, he may retain ownership of the firearm for the purpose of sale for a 
period not exceeding 180 days, or for such further limited period as may be approved by the 
chief law enforcement officer of the municipality in which the heir or legatee resides or the 
superintendent, provided that such firearm is in the custody of the chief law enforcement officer 
of the municipality or the superintendent during such period. 
 
k.  Sawed-off shotguns. Nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize the purchase or 
possession of any sawed-off shotgun. 
 
l.  Nothing in this section and in N.J.S.2C:58-2 shall apply to the sale or purchase of a visual 
distress signalling device approved by the United States Coast Guard, solely for possession on a 
private or commercial aircraft or any boat; provided, however, that no person under the age of 18 
years shall purchase nor shall any person sell to a person under the age of 18 years such a visual 
distress signalling device. 
 
N.J. Rev. Stat. § 2C:58-4 (2015) 
Permits to carry handguns 
 
a.  Scope and duration of authority. Any person who holds a valid permit to carry a handgun 
issued pursuant to this section shall be authorized to carry a handgun in all parts of this State, 
except as prohibited by section 2C:39-5e. One permit shall be sufficient for all handguns owned 
by the holder thereof, but the permit shall apply only to a handgun carried by the actual and legal 
holder of the permit. 
 
All permits to carry handguns shall expire 2 years from the date of issuance or, in the case of an 
employee of an armored car company, upon termination of his employment by the company 
occurring prior thereto whichever is earlier in time, and they may thereafter be renewed every 2 
years in the same manner and subject to the same conditions as in the case of original 
applications. 
 
b.  Application forms. All applications for permits to carry handguns, and all applications for 
renewal of such permits, shall be made on the forms prescribed by the superintendent. Each 
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application shall set forth the full name, date of birth, sex, residence, occupation, place of 
business or employment, and physical description of the applicant, and such other information as 
the superintendent may prescribe for the determination of the applicant’s eligibility for a permit 
and for the proper enforcement of this chapter. The application shall be signed by the applicant 
under oath, and shall be indorsed by three reputable persons who have known the applicant for at 
least 3 years preceding the date of application, and who shall certify thereon that the applicant is 
a person of good moral character and behavior. 
 
c.  Investigation and approval. Each application shall in the first instance be submitted to the 
chief police officer of the municipality in which the applicant resides, or to the superintendent, 
(1) if the applicant is an employee of an armored car company, or (2) if there is no chief police 
officer in the municipality where the applicant resides, or (3) if the applicant does not reside in 
this State. The chief police officer, or the superintendent, as the case may be, shall cause the 
fingerprints of the applicant to be taken and compared with any and all records maintained by the 
municipality, the county in which it is located, the State Bureau of Identification and the Federal 
Bureau of Identification. He shall also determine and record a complete description of each 
handgun the applicant intends to carry. 
 
No application shall be approved by the chief police officer or the superintendent unless the 
applicant demonstrates that he is not subject to any of the disabilities set forth in 2C:58-3c., that 
he is thoroughly familiar with the safe handling and use of handguns, and that he has a justifiable 
need to carry a handgun. If the application is not approved by the chief police officer or the 
superintendent within 60 days of filing, it shall be deemed to have been approved, unless the 
applicant agrees to an extension of time in writing. 
 
d.  Issuance by Superior Court; fee. If the application has been approved by the chief police 
officer or the superintendent, as the case may be, the applicant shall forthwith present it to the 
Superior Court of the county in which the applicant resides, or to the Superior Court in any 
county where he intends to carry a handgun, in the case of a nonresident or employee of an 
armored car company. The court shall issue the permit to the applicant if, but only if, it is 
satisfied that the applicant is a person of good character who is not subject to any of the 
disabilities set forth in section 2C:58-3c., that he is thoroughly familiar with the safe handling 
and use of handguns, and that he has a justifiable need to carry a handgun. The court may at its 
discretion issue a limited-type permit which would restrict the applicant as to the types of 
handguns he may carry and where and for what purposes such handguns may be carried. At the 
time of issuance, the applicant shall pay to the county clerk of the county where the permit was 
issued a permit fee of $20.00. 
 
e.  Appeals from denial of applications. Any person aggrieved by the denial by the chief police 
officer or the superintendent of approval for a permit to carry a handgun may request a hearing in 
the Superior Court of the county in which he resides or in any county in which he intends to 
carry a handgun, in the case of a nonresident, by filing a written request for such a hearing within 
30 days of the denial. Copies of the request shall be served upon the superintendent, the county 
prosecutor and the chief police officer of the municipality where the applicant resides, if he is a 
resident of this State. The hearing shall be held within 30 days of the filing of the request, and no 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-408 

formal pleading or filing fee shall be required. Appeals from the determination at such a hearing 
shall be in accordance with law and the rules governing the courts of this State. 
 
If the superintendent or chief police officer approves an application and the Superior Court 
denies the application and refuses to issue a permit, the applicant may appeal such denial in 
accordance with law and the rules governing the courts of this State. 
 
f.  Revocation of permits. Any permit issued under this section shall be void at such time as the 
holder thereof becomes subject to any of the disabilities set forth in section 2C:58-3c., and the 
holder of such a void permit shall immediately surrender the permit to the superintendent who 
shall give notice to the licensing authority. 
 
Any permit may be revoked by the Superior Court, after hearing upon notice to the holder, if the 
court finds that the holder is no longer qualified for the issuance of such a permit. The county 
prosecutor of any county, the chief police officer of any municipality, the superintendent or any 
citizen may apply to the court at any time for the revocation of any permit issued pursuant to this 
section. 
 
N.J. Rev. Stat. § 2C:58-5 (2015) 
Licenses to possess and carry machine guns and assault firearms 
 
a.  Any person who desires to purchase, possess and carry a machine gun or assault firearm in 
this State may apply for a license to do so by filing in the Superior Court in the county in which 
he resides, or conducts his business if a nonresident, a written application setting forth in detail 
his reasons for desiring such a license. The Superior Court shall refer the application to the 
county prosecutor for investigation and recommendation. A copy of the prosecutor’s report, 
together with a copy of the notice of the hearing on the application, shall be served upon the 
superintendent and the chief police officer of every municipality in which the applicant intends 
to carry the machine gun or assault firearm, unless, for good cause shown, the court orders notice 
to be given wholly or in part by publication. 
 
b.  No license shall be issued to any person who would not qualify for a permit to carry a 
handgun under section 2C:58-4, and no license shall be issued unless the court finds that the 
public safety and welfare so require. Any person aggrieved by the decision of the court in 
granting or denying an application, including the applicant, the prosecutor, or any law 
enforcement officer entitled to notice under subsection a. who appeared in opposition to the 
application, may appeal said decision in accordance with law and the rules governing the courts 
of this State. 
 
c.  Upon the issuance of any license under this section, true copies of such license shall be filed 
with the superintendent and the chief police officer of the municipality where the licensee resides 
or has his place of business. 
 
d.  In issuing any license under this section, the court shall attach thereto such conditions and 
limitations as it deems to be in the public interest. Unless otherwise provided by court order at 
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the time of issuance, each license shall expire one year from the date of issuance, and may be 
renewed in the same manner and under the same conditions as apply to original applications. 
 
e.  Any license may be revoked by the Superior Court, after a hearing upon notice to the holder 
thereof, if the court finds that the holder is no longer qualified for the issuance of such a license 
or that revocation is necessary for the public safety and welfare. Any citizen may apply to the 
court for revocation of a license issued under this section. 
 
f.  A filing fee of $75.00 shall be required for each application filed pursuant to the provisions of 
this section. Of this filing fee, $25.00 shall be forwarded to the State Treasury for deposit in the 
account used by the Violent Crimes Compensation Board in satisfying claims and for related 
administrative costs pursuant to the provisions of the “Criminal Injuries Compensation Act of 
1971,” P.L.1971, c.317 (C.52:4B-1 et seq.). 
 
g.  Any license granted pursuant to the provisions of this section shall expire two years from the 
date of issuance and may be renewed in the same manner and under the same conditions as apply 
to original applications. If the holder of a license dies, the holder’s heirs or estate shall have 90 
days to dispose of that firearm as provided in section 12 of P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C:58-13). 
 
h.  If an assault firearm licensed pursuant to the provisions of this section is used in the 
commission of a crime, the holder of the license for that assault firearm shall be civilly liable for 
any damages resulting from that crime. The liability imposed by this subsection shall not apply if 
the assault firearm used in the commission of the crime was stolen and the license holder 
reported the theft of the firearm to law enforcement authorities within 24 hours of the license 
holder’s knowledge of the theft. 
 
i.  Nothing in P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C:58-12 et al.) shall be construed to abridge any exemptions 
provided under N.J.S. 2C:39-6. 
 
N.J. Rev. Stat. § 2C:58-6.1 (2015) 
Possession of firearms by minors; exceptions 
 
a.  No person under the age of 18 years shall purchase, barter or otherwise acquire a firearm and 
no person under the age of 21 years shall purchase, barter or otherwise acquire a handgun, unless 
the person is authorized to possess the handgun in connection with the performance of official 
duties under the provisions of N.J.S.2C:39-6. 
 
b.  No person under the age of 18 years shall possess, carry, fire or use a firearm except as 
provided under paragraphs (1), (2), (3) and (4) of this subsection; and, unless authorized in 
connection with the performance of official duties under the provisions of N.J.S.2C:39-6, no 
person under the age of 21 years shall possess, carry, fire or use a handgun except under the 
following circumstances: 
 
(1)  In the actual presence or under the direct supervision of his father, mother or guardian, or 
some other person who holds a permit to carry a handgun or a firearms purchaser identification 
card, as the case may be; or 
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(2)  For the purpose of military drill under the auspices of a legally recognized military 
organization and under competent supervision; or 
 
(3)  For the purpose of competition, target practice, instruction, and training in and upon a firing 
range approved by the governing body of the municipality in which the range is located or the 
National Rifle Association and which is under competent supervision at the time of such 
supervision or target practice or instruction and training at any location; or 
 
(4)  For the purpose of hunting during the regularly designated hunting season, provided that he 
possesses a valid hunting license and has successfully completed a hunter’s safety course taught 
by a qualified instructor or conservation officer and possesses a certificate indicating the 
successful completion of such a course. 
 
c.  A person who violates this section shall be guilty of a crime of the fourth degree. For 
purposes of this section the fact that the act would not constitute a crime if committed by an adult 
shall not be deemed to prohibit or require waiver of family court jurisdiction pursuant to 
N.J.S.2C:4-11 or to preclude a finding of delinquency under the “New Jersey Code of Juvenile 
Justice,” P.L.1982, c.77 (C.2A:4A-20 et seq.), P.L.1982, c.79 (C.2A:4A-60 et seq.), P.L.1982, 
c.80 (C.2A:4A-76 et seq.) and P.L.1982, c.81 (C.2A:4A-70 et seq.). 
 
N.J. Rev. Stat. § 2C:58-12 (2015) 
Registration of assault firearms 
 
a.  Within 90 days of the effective date of P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C:58-12 et al.), the Attorney 
General shall promulgate a list by trade name of any assault firearm which the Attorney General 
determines is an assault firearm which is used for legitimate target-shooting purposes. This list 
shall include, but need not be limited to, the Colt AR-15 and any other assault firearm used in 
competitive shooting matches sanctioned by the Director of Civilian Marksmanship of the 
United States Department of the Army. 
 
b.  The owner of an assault firearm purchased on or before May 1, 1990 which is on the list of 
assault firearms determined by the Attorney General to be legitimate for target-shooting purposes 
shall have one year from the effective date of P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C:58-12 et al.) to register that 
firearm. In order to register an assault firearm, the owner shall: 
 
(1)  Complete an assault firearm registration statement, in the form to be prescribed by the 
Superintendent of the State Police; 
 
(2)  Pay a registration fee of $50.00 per each assault firearm; 
 
(3)  Produce for inspection a valid firearms purchaser identification card, a valid permit to carry 
handguns, or a copy of the permit to purchase a handgun which was used to purchase the assault 
firearm which is being registered; and 
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(4)  Submit valid proof that the person is a member of a rifle or pistol club in existence prior to 
the effective date of P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C:58-12 et al.). 
 
Membership in a rifle or pistol club shall not be considered valid unless the person joined the 
club no later than 210 days after the effective date of P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C:58-12 et al.) and 
unless the rifle or pistol club files its charter with the Superintendent no later than 180 days 
following the effective date of P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C:58-12 et al.). The rifle or pistol club charter 
shall contain the name and address of the club’s headquarters and the name of the club’s officers. 
 
The information to be provided in the registration statement shall include, but shall not be limited 
to: the name and address of the registrant; the number or numbers on the registrant’s firearms 
purchaser identification card, permit to carry handguns, or permit to purchase a handgun; the 
name, address, and telephone number of the rifle or pistol club in which the registrant is a 
member; and the make, model, and serial number of the assault firearm being registered. Each 
registration statement shall be signed by the registrant, and the signature shall constitute a 
representation of the accuracy of the information contained in the registration statement. 
 
c.  For an applicant who resides in a municipality with an organized full-time police department, 
the registration shall take place at the main office of the police department. For all other 
applicants, the registration shall take place at any State Police station. 
 
d.  Within 60 days of the effective date of P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C-58-12 et al.), the Superintendent 
shall prepare the form of registration statement as described in subsection b. of this section and 
shall provide a suitable supply of statements to each organized full-time municipal police 
department and each State Police station. 
 
e.  One copy of the completed assault firearms registration statement shall be returned to the 
registrant, a second copy shall be sent to the Superintendent, and, if the registration takes place at 
a municipal police department, a third copy shall be retained by that municipal police 
department. 
 
f.  If the owner of an assault firearm which has been registered pursuant to this section dies, the 
owner’s heirs or estate shall have 90 days to dispose of that firearm in accordance with section 
12 of P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C:58-13). 
 
g.  If an assault firearm registered pursuant to the provisions of this section is used in the 
commission of a crime, the registrant of that assault firearm shall be civilly liable for any 
damages resulting from that crime. The liability imposed by this subsection shall not apply if the 
assault firearm used in the commission of the crime was stolen and the registrant reported the 
theft of the firearm to law enforcement authorities within 24 hours of the registrant’s knowledge 
of the theft. 
 
h.  Of the registration fee required pursuant to subsection b. of this section, $20.00 shall be 
forwarded to the State Treasury for deposit in the account used by the Violent Crimes 
Compensation Board in satisfying claims and for related administrative costs pursuant to the 
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provisions of the “Criminal Injuries Compensation Act of 1971,” P.L.1971, c.317 (C.52:4B-1 et 
seq.). 
 
N.J. Rev. Stat. § 40:48-1 (2015) 
Ordinances; general purpose 
  
The governing body of every municipality may make, amend, repeal and enforce ordinances to: 
… 18. Regulate and prohibit the sale and use of guns, pistols, firearms, and fireworks of all 
descriptions….  
 
New Mexico 
 
N.M. Const. art. 2, § 6 
[Regarding Lack of Authority of a Municipality or County to Regulate Right to Keep and 
Bear Arms]  
 
No law shall abridge the right of the citizen to keep and bear arms for security and defense, for 
lawful hunting and recreational use and for other lawful purposes, but nothing herein shall be 
held to permit the carrying of concealed weapons. No municipality or county shall regulate, in 
any way, an incident of the right to keep and bear arms.  
   
N.M. Stat. Ann. § 29-19-3 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Date of licensure; period of licensure  
  
Effective January 1, 2004, the department is authorized to issue concealed handgun licenses to 
qualified applicants. Original and renewed concealed handgun licenses shall be valid for a period 
of four years from the date of issuance, unless the license is suspended or revoked.  
 
N.M. Stat. Ann. § 29-19-4 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Applicant qualifications 
 
A.  The department shall issue a concealed handgun license to an applicant who: 
 
(1)  is a citizen of the United States; 
 
(2)  is a resident of New Mexico or is a member of the armed forces whose permanent duty 
station is located in New Mexico or is a dependent of such a member; 
 
(3)  is twenty-one years of age or older; 
 
(4)  is not a fugitive from justice; 
 
(5)  has not been convicted of a felony in New Mexico or any other state or pursuant to the laws 
of the United States or any other jurisdiction; 
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(6)  is not currently under indictment for a felony criminal offense in New Mexico or any other 
state or pursuant to the laws of the United States or any other jurisdiction; 
 
(7)  is not otherwise prohibited by federal law or the law of any other jurisdiction from 
purchasing or possessing a firearm; 
 
(8)  has not been adjudicated mentally incompetent or committed to a mental institution; 
 
(9)  is not addicted to alcohol or controlled substances; and 
 
(10)  has satisfactorily completed a firearms training course approved by the department for the 
category and the largest caliber of handgun that the applicant wants to be licensed to carry as a 
concealed handgun. 
 
B.  The department shall deny a concealed handgun license to an applicant who has: 
 
(1)  received a conditional discharge, a diversion or a deferment or has been convicted of, pled 
guilty to or entered a plea of nolo contendere to a misdemeanor offense involving a crime of 
violence within ten years immediately preceding the application; 
 
(2)  been convicted of a misdemeanor offense involving driving while under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor or drugs within five years immediately preceding the application for a 
concealed handgun license; 
 
(3)  been convicted of a misdemeanor offense involving the possession or abuse of a controlled 
substance within ten years immediately preceding the application; or 
 
(4)  been convicted of a misdemeanor offense involving assault, battery or battery against a 
household member. 
 
C.  Firearms training course instructors who are approved by the department shall not be required 
to complete a firearms training course pursuant to Paragraph (10) of Subsection A of this section. 
 
N.M. Stat. Ann. § 29-19-5 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Application form; screening of applicants; fee; limitations on liability 
 
A.  Effective July 1, 2003, applications for concealed handgun licenses shall be made readily 
available at locations designated by the department. Applications for concealed handgun licenses 
shall be completed, under penalty of perjury, on a form designed and provided by the department 
and shall include: 
 
(1)  the applicant’s name, current address, date of birth, place of birth, social security number, 
height, weight, gender, hair color, eye color and driver’s license number or other state-issued 
identification number; 
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(2)  a statement that the applicant is aware of, understands and is in compliance with the 
requirements for licensure set forth in the Concealed Handgun Carry Act [29-19-1 NMSA 1978]; 
 
(3)  a statement that the applicant has been furnished a copy of the Concealed Handgun Carry 
Act [29-19-1 NMSA 1978] and is knowledgeable of its provisions; and 
 
(4)  a conspicuous warning that the application form is executed under penalty of perjury and 
that a materially false answer or the submission of a materially false document to the department 
may result in denial or revocation of a concealed handgun license and may subject the applicant 
to criminal prosecution for perjury as provided in Section 30-25-1 NMSA 1978. 
 
B.  The applicant shall submit to the department: 
 
(1)  a completed application form; 
 
(2)  a nonrefundable application fee in an amount not to exceed one hundred dollars ($100); 
 
(3)  two full sets of fingerprints; 
 
(4)  a certified copy of a certificate of completion for a firearms training course approved by the 
department; 
 
(5)  two color photographs of the applicant; 
 
(6)  a certified copy of a birth certificate or proof of United States citizenship, if the applicant 
was not born in the United States; and 
 
(7)  proof of residency in New Mexico. 
 
C.  A law enforcement agency may fingerprint an applicant and may charge a reasonable fee. 
 
D.  Upon receipt of the items listed in Subsection B of this section, the department shall make a 
reasonable effort to determine if an applicant is qualified to receive a concealed handgun license. 
The department shall conduct an appropriate check of available records and shall forward the 
applicant’s fingerprints to the federal bureau of investigation for a national criminal background 
check. The department shall comply with the license-issuing requirements set forth in Section 
29-19-7 NMSA 1978. However, the department shall suspend or revoke a license if the 
department receives information that would disqualify an applicant from receiving a concealed 
handgun license after the thirty-day time period has elapsed. 
 
E.  A state or local government agency shall comply with a request from the department pursuant 
to the Concealed Handgun Carry Act [29-19-1 NMSA 1978] within thirty days of the request. 
 
N.M. Stat. Ann. § 29-19-6 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Appeal; license renewal; refresher firearms training course; suspension or revocation of 
license 
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A.  Pursuant to rules adopted by the department, the department, within thirty days after 
receiving a completed application for a concealed handgun license and the results of a national 
criminal background check on the applicant, shall: 
 
(1)  issue a concealed handgun license to an applicant; or 
 
(2)  deny the application on the grounds that the applicant failed to qualify for a concealed 
handgun license pursuant to the provisions of the Concealed Handgun Carry Act [29-19-1 
NMSA 1978]. 
 
B.  Information relating to an applicant or to a licensee received by the department or any other 
law enforcement agency is confidential and exempt from public disclosure unless an order to 
disclose information is issued by a court of competent jurisdiction. The information shall be 
made available by the department to a state or local law enforcement agency upon request by the 
agency. 
 
C.  A concealed handgun license issued by the department shall include: 
 
(1)  a color photograph of the licensee; 
 
(2)  the licensee’s name, address and date of birth; 
 
(3)  the expiration date of the concealed handgun license; and 
 
(4)  the category and the largest caliber of handgun that the licensee is licensed to carry, with a 
statement that the licensee is licensed to carry smaller caliber handguns but shall carry only one 
concealed handgun at any given time. 
 
D.  A licensee shall notify the department within thirty days regarding a change of the licensee’s 
name or permanent address. A licensee shall notify the department within ten days if the 
licensee’s concealed handgun license is lost, stolen or destroyed. 
 
E.  If a concealed handgun license is lost, stolen or destroyed, the license is invalid and the 
licensee may obtain a duplicate license by furnishing the department a notarized statement that 
the original license was lost, stolen or destroyed and paying a reasonable fee. If the license is lost 
or stolen, the licensee shall file a police report with a local law enforcement agency and include 
the police case number in the notarized statement. 
 
F.  A licensee may renew a concealed handgun license by submitting to the department: 
 
(1)  a completed renewal form, under penalty of perjury, designed and provided by the 
department; 
 
(2)  a payment of a seventy-five-dollar ($75.00) renewal fee; and 
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(3)  a certificate of completion of a four-hour refresher firearms training course approved by the 
department. 
 
G.  The department shall conduct a national criminal records check of a licensee seeking to 
renew a license. A concealed handgun license shall not be renewed more than sixty days after it 
has expired. A licensee who fails to renew a concealed handgun license within sixty days after it 
has expired may apply for a new concealed handgun license pursuant to the provisions of the 
Concealed Handgun Carry Act [29-19-1 NMSA 1978]. 
 
H.  A licensee shall complete a two-hour refresher firearms training course two years after the 
issuance of an original or renewed license. The refresher course shall be approved by the 
department and shall be taken twenty-two to twenty-six months after the issuance of an original 
or renewed license. A certificate of completion shall be submitted to the department no later than 
thirty days after completion of the course. 
 
I.  The department shall suspend or revoke a concealed handgun license if: 
 
(1)  the licensee provided the department with false information on the application form or 
renewal form for a concealed handgun license; 
 
(2)  the licensee did not satisfy the criteria for issuance of a concealed handgun license at the 
time the license was issued; or 
 
(3)  subsequent to receiving a concealed handgun license, the licensee violated a provision of the 
Concealed Handgun Carry Act [29-19-1 NMSA 1978]. 
 
N.M. Stat. Ann. § 29-19-7 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Demonstration of ability and knowledge; course requirement; proprietary interest; 
exemptions 
 
A.  The department shall prepare and publish minimum standards for approved firearms training 
courses that teach competency with handguns. A firearms training course shall include classroom 
instruction and range instruction and an actual demonstration by the applicant of his ability to 
safely use a handgun. An applicant shall not be licensed unless he demonstrates, at a minimum, 
his ability to use a handgun of .32 caliber. An approved firearms training course shall be a course 
that is certified or sponsored by a federal or state law enforcement agency, a college, a firearms 
training school or a nationally recognized organization, approved by the department, that 
customarily offers firearms training. The firearms training course shall be not less than fifteen 
hours in length and shall provide instruction regarding: 
 
(1)  knowledge of and safe handling of single- and double-action revolvers and semiautomatic 
handguns; 
 
(2)  safe storage of handguns and child safety; 
 
(3)  safe handgun shooting fundamentals; 
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(4)  live shooting of a handgun on a firing range; 
 
(5)  identification of ways to develop and maintain handgun shooting skills; 
 
(6)  federal, state and local criminal and civil laws pertaining to the purchase, ownership, 
transportation, use and possession of handguns; 
 
(7)  techniques for avoiding a criminal attack and how to control a violent confrontation; and 
 
(8)  techniques for nonviolent dispute resolution. 
 
B.  Every instructor of an approved firearms training course shall annually file a copy of the 
course description and proof of certification with the department. 
 
N.M. Stat. Ann. § 29-19-8 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Limitation on license 
 
A.  Nothing in the Concealed Handgun Carry Act [29-19-1 NMSA 1978] shall be construed as 
allowing a licensee in possession of a valid concealed handgun license to carry a concealed 
handgun into or on premises where to do so would be in violation of state or federal law. 
 
B.  Nothing in the Concealed Handgun Carry Act [29-19-1 NMSA 1978] shall be construed as 
allowing a licensee in possession of a valid concealed handgun license to carry a concealed 
handgun on school premises, as provided in Section 30-7-2.1 NMSA 1978. 
 
C.  Nothing in the Concealed Handgun Carry Act [29-19-1 NMSA 1978] shall be construed as 
allowing a licensee in possession of a valid concealed handgun license to carry a concealed 
handgun on the premises of a preschool. 
 
N.M. Stat. Ann. § 29-19-9 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Possession of license 
 
A licensee shall have his concealed handgun license in his possession at all times while carrying 
a concealed handgun. 
 
N.M. Stat. § 29-19-12 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Rules; department to administer; reciprocal agreements with other states 
  
The department shall promulgate rules necessary to implement the provisions of the Concealed 
Handgun Carry Act. The rules shall include:  
 
A.  grounds for the suspension and revocation of concealed handgun licenses issued pursuant to 
the provisions of the Concealed Handgun Carry Act;  
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B.  provision of authority for a law enforcement officer to confiscate a concealed handgun 
license when a licensee violates the provisions of the Concealed Handgun Carry Act;  
 
C.  provision of authority for a private property owner to disallow the carrying of a concealed 
handgun on the owner's property;  
 
D.  creation of a sequential numbering system for all concealed handgun licenses issued by the 
department and display of numbers on issued concealed handgun licenses; and  
 
E.  provision of discretionary state authority for the transfer, recognition or reciprocity of a 
concealed handgun license issued by another state if the issuing authority for the other state:  
 
(1)  includes provisions at least as stringent as or substantially similar to the Concealed Handgun 
Carry Act;  
 
(2)  issues a license or permit with an expiration date printed on the license or permit;  
 
(3)  is available to verify the license or permit status for law enforcement purposes within three 
business days of a request for verification;  
 
(4)  has disqualification, suspension and revocation requirements for a concealed handgun 
license or permit; and  
 
(5)  requires that an applicant for a concealed handgun license or permit:  
 
(a)  submit to a national criminal history record check;  
 
(b)  not be prohibited from possessing firearms pursuant to federal or state law; and  
 
(c)  satisfactorily complete a firearms safety program that covers deadly force issues, weapons 
care and maintenance, safe handling and storage of firearms and marksmanship.  
 
N.M. Stat. Ann. § 30-7-2 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Unlawful carrying of deadly weapon 
 
A.  Unlawful carrying of a deadly weapon consists of carrying a concealed loaded firearm or any 
other type of deadly weapon anywhere, except in the following cases: 
 
(1)  in the person’s residence or on real property belonging to him as owner, lessee, tenant or 
licensee; 
 
(2)  in a private automobile or other private means of conveyance, for lawful protection of the 
person’s or another’s person or property; 
 
(3)  by a peace officer in accordance with the policies of his law enforcement agency who is 
certified pursuant to the Law Enforcement Training Act [29-7-1 NMSA 1978]; 
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(4)  by a peace officer in accordance with the policies of his law enforcement agency who is 
employed on a temporary basis by that agency and who has successfully completed a course of 
firearms instruction prescribed by the New Mexico law enforcement academy or provided by a 
certified firearms instructor who is employed on a permanent basis by a law enforcement agency; 
or 
 
(5)  by a person in possession of a valid concealed handgun license issued to him by the 
department of public safety pursuant to the provisions of the Concealed Handgun Carry Act [29-
19-1 NMSA 1978]. 
 
B.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the carrying of any unloaded firearm. 
 
C.  Whoever commits unlawful carrying of a deadly weapon is guilty of a petty misdemeanor. 
 
N.M. Stat. § 30-7-3 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Unlawful carrying of a firearm in licensed liquor establishments  
 
A.  Unlawful carrying of a firearm in an establishment licensed to dispense alcoholic beverages 
consists of carrying a loaded or unloaded firearm on any premises licensed by the regulation and 
licensing department for the dispensing of alcoholic beverages except:  
 
(1)  by a law enforcement officer in the lawful discharge of the officer's duties;  
 
(2)  by a law enforcement officer who is certified pursuant to the Law Enforcement Training Act 
[29-7-1 NMSA 1978] acting in accordance with the policies of the officer's law enforcement 
agency;  
 
(3)  by the owner, lessee, tenant or operator of the licensed premises or the owner's, lessee's, 
tenant's or operator's agents, including privately employed security personnel during the 
performance of their duties;  
 
(4)  by a person carrying a concealed handgun who is in possession of a valid concealed handgun 
license for that gun pursuant to the Concealed Handgun Carry Act [29-19-1 NMSA 1978] on the 
premises of:  
 
(a)  a licensed establishment that does not sell alcoholic beverages for consumption on the 
premises; or  
 
(b)  a restaurant licensed to sell only beer and wine that derives no less than sixty percent of its 
annual gross receipts from the sale of food for consumption on the premises, unless the 
restaurant has a sign posted, in a conspicuous location at each public entrance, prohibiting the 
carrying of firearms, or the person is verbally instructed by the owner or manager that the 
carrying of a firearm is not permitted in the restaurant;  
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(5)  by a person in that area of the licensed premises usually and primarily rented on a daily or 
short-term basis for sleeping or residential occupancy, including hotel or motel rooms;  
 
(6)  by a person on that area of a licensed premises primarily used for vehicular traffic or 
parking; or  
 
(7)  for the purpose of temporary display, provided that the firearm is:  
 
(a)  made completely inoperative before it is carried onto the licensed premises and remains 
inoperative while it is on the licensed premises; and  
 
(b)  under the control of the licensee or an agent of the licensee while the firearm is on the 
licensed premises.  
 
B.  Whoever commits unlawful carrying of a firearm in an establishment licensed to dispense 
alcoholic beverages is guilty of a fourth degree felony.  
 
New York  
 
N.Y. Const. art. IX, § 1 (as amended by vote of the people November 6, 2001) 
Bill of rights for local governments  
 
Section 1. Effective local self-government and intergovernmental cooperation are purposes of the 
people of the state. In furtherance thereof, local governments shall have the following rights, 
powers, privileges and immunities in addition to those granted by other provisions of this 
constitution: 
 
(a) Every local government, except a county wholly included within a city, shall have a 
legislative body elective by the people thereof. Every local government shall have power to 
adopt local laws as provided by this article.  
 
*** 
 
N.Y. Const. art. IX, § 2 (as amended by vote of the people November 6, 2001) 
Powers and duties of legislature; home rule powers of local governments; statute of local 
governments 
 
Section 2. (a) The legislature shall provide for the creation and organization of local 
governments in such manner as shall secure to them the rights, powers, privileges and 
immunities granted to them by this constitution.  
 
(b) Subject to the bill of rights of local governments and other applicable provisions of this 
constitution, the legislature:  
 
(l) Shall enact, and may from time to time amend, a statute of local governments granting to 
local governments powers including but not limited to those of local legislation and 
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administration in addition to the powers vested in them by this article. A power granted in such 
statute may be repealed, diminished, impaired or suspended only by enactment of a statute by the 
legislature with the approval of the governor at its regular session in one calendar year and the 
re-enactment and approval of such statute in the following calendar year. 
 
(2) Shall have the power to act in relation to the property, affairs or government of any local 
government only by general law, or by special law only (a) on request of two-thirds of the total 
membership of its legislative body or on request of its chief executive officer concurred in by a 
majority of such membership, or (b) except in the case of the city of New York, on certificate of 
necessity from the governor reciting facts which in the judgment of the governor constitute an 
emergency requiring enactment of such law and, in such latter case, with the concurrence of two-
thirds of the members elected to each house of the legislature.  
 
(3) Shall have the power to confer on local governments powers not relating to their property, 
affairs or government including but not limited to those of local legislation and administration, in 
addition to those otherwise granted by or pursuant to this article, and to withdraw or restrict such 
additional powers.  
 
(c)  In addition to powers granted in the statute of local governments or any other law, (i) every 
local government shall have power to adopt and amend local laws not inconsistent with the 
provisions of this constitution or any general law relating to its property, affairs or government 
and, (ii) every local government shall have power to adopt and amend local laws not inconsistent 
with the provisions of this constitution or any general law relating to the following subjects, 
whether or not they relate to the property, affairs or government of such local government, 
except to the extent that the legislature shall restrict the adoption of such a local law relating to 
other than the property, affairs or government of such local government…. 
 
 ***  
 
N.Y. Const. art. IX, § 3 (as amended by vote of the people November 6, 2001) 
Existing laws to remain applicable; construction; definitions  
 
Section 3. (a) Except as expressly provided, nothing in this article shall restrict or impair any 
power of the legislature in relation to: 
 
*** 
 
(b) The provisions of this article shall not affect any existing valid provisions of acts of the 
legislature or of local legislation and such provisions shall continue in force until repealed, 
amended, modified or superseded in accordance with the provisions of this constitution. 
 
(c) Rights, powers, privileges and immunities granted to local governments by this article shall 
be liberally construed.  
 
*** 
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N.Y. Penal Law § 240.20 (Consol. 2015)  
Disorderly conduct 
 
 A person is guilty of disorderly conduct when, with intent to cause public inconvenience, 
annoyance or alarm, or recklessly creating a risk thereof: 
 
1. He engages in fighting or in violent, tumultuous or threatening behavior; or 
 
2. He makes unreasonable noise; or 
 
3. In a public place, he uses abusive or obscene language, or makes an obscene gesture; or 
 
4. Without lawful authority, he disturbs any lawful assembly or meeting of persons; or 
 
5. He obstructs vehicular or pedestrian traffic; or 
 
6. He congregates with other persons in a public place and refuses to comply with a lawful order 
of the police to disperse; or 
 
7. He creates a hazardous or physically offensive condition by any act which serves no legitimate 
purpose. 
 
Disorderly conduct is a violation. 
 
N.Y. Penal Law § 265.01 (Consol. 2015) 
Criminal possession of a weapon in the fourth degree 
 
A person is guilty of criminal possession of a weapon in the fourth degree when: 
 
(1) He or she possesses any firearm, electronic dart gun, electronic stun gun, gravity knife, 
switchblade knife, pilum ballistic knife, metal knuckle knife, cane sword, billy, blackjack, 
bludgeon, plastic knuckles, metal knuckles, chuka stick, sand bag, sandclub, wrist-brace type 
slingshot or slungshot, shirken or "Kung Fu star"; or 
 
(2) He possesses any dagger, dangerous knife, dirk, razor, stiletto, imitation pistol, or any other 
dangerous or deadly instrument or weapon with intent to use the same unlawfully against 
another; or 
 
(3); or 
  
(4) He possesses a rifle, shotgun, antique firearm, black powder rifle, black powder shotgun, or 
any muzzle-loading firearm, and has been convicted of a felony or serious offense; or 
  
(5) He possesses any dangerous or deadly weapon and is not a citizen of the United States; or 
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(6) He is a person who has been certified not suitable to possess a rifle or shotgun, as defined in 
subdivision sixteen of section 265.00, and refuses to yield possession of such rifle or shotgun 
upon the demand of a police officer. Whenever a person is certified not suitable to possess a rifle 
or shotgun, a member of the police department to which such certification is made, or of the state 
police, shall forthwith seize any rifle or shotgun possessed by such person. A rifle or shotgun 
seized as herein provided shall not be destroyed, but shall be delivered to the headquarters of 
such police department, or state police, and there retained until the aforesaid certificate has been 
rescinded by the director or physician in charge, or other disposition of such rifle or shotgun has 
been ordered or authorized by a court of competent jurisdiction. 
 
(7) He knowingly possesses a bullet containing an explosive substance designed to detonate 
upon impact. 
 
(8) He possesses any armor piercing ammunition with intent to use the same unlawfully against 
another. 
 
Criminal possession of a weapon in the fourth degree is a class A misdemeanor. 
 
N.Y. Penal Law § 265.01-b (Consol. 2015) 
Criminal possession of a firearm 
 
A person is guilty of criminal possession of a firearm when he or she: 
 
(1) possesses any firearm or; (2) lawfully possesses a firearm prior to the effective date of the 
chapter of the laws of two thousand thirteen which added this section subject to the registration 
requirements of subdivision sixteen-a of section 400.00 of this chapter and knowingly fails to 
register such firearm pursuant to such subdivision. 
 
Criminal possession of a firearm is a class E felony. 
 
N.Y. Penal Law § 265.02 (Consol. 2015) 
Criminal possession of a weapon in the third degree 
 
A person is guilty of criminal possession of a weapon in the third degree when: 
 
(1)   1 Such person commits the crime of criminal possession of a weapon in the fourth degree as 
defined in subdivision one, two, three or five of section 265.01, and has been previously 
convicted of any crime; or 
 
(2)   1 Such person possesses any explosive or incendiary bomb, bombshell, firearm silencer, 
machine-gun or any other firearm or weapon simulating a machine-gun and which is adaptable 
for such use; or 
 
(3)   1 Such person knowingly 2 possesses a machine-gun, firearm, rifle or shotgun which has 
been defaced for the purpose of concealment or prevention of the detection of a crime or 
misrepresenting the identity of such machine-gun, firearm, rifle or shotgun; or 
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(4)  [Repealed] 
 
(5)  (i) Such person possesses 1 three or more firearms; or (ii) such person possesses a firearm 
and has been previously convicted of a felony or a class A misdemeanor defined in this chapter 
within the five years immediately preceding the commission of the offense and such possession 
did not take place in the person’s home or place of business; or 
 
(6)  Such person knowingly possesses any disguised gun; or 
 
(7)  Such person possesses an assault weapon; or 
 
(8)  Such person possesses a large capacity ammunition feeding device. For purposes of this 
subdivision, a large capacity ammunition feeding device shall not include an ammunition feeding 
device lawfully possessed by such person before the effective date of the chapter of the laws of 
two thousand thirteen which amended this subdivision, that has a capacity of, or that can be 
readily restored or converted to accept more than seven but less than eleven rounds of 
ammunition, or that was manufactured before September thirteenth, nineteen hundred ninety-
four, that has a capacity of, or that can be readily restored or converted to accept, more than ten 
rounds of ammunition; or 
 
(9)  Such person possesses an unloaded firearm and also commits a drug trafficking felony as 
defined in subdivision twenty-one of section 10.00 of this chapter as part of the same criminal 
transaction; or 
 
(10)  Such person possesses an unloaded firearm and also commits any violent felony offense as 
defined in subdivision one of section 70.02 of this chapter as part of the same criminal 
transaction. 
 
Criminal possession of a weapon in the third degree is a class D felony 
 
N.Y. Penal Law § 265.03 (Consol. 2015) 
Criminal possession of a weapon in the second degree 
 
A person is guilty of criminal possession of a weapon in the second degree when: 
(1)  with intent to use the same unlawfully against another, such person: 
 
(a)  possesses a machine-gun; or 
(b)  possesses a loaded firearm; or 
(c)  possesses a disguised gun; or 
 
(2)  such person possesses five or more firearms; or 
 
(3)  such person possesses any loaded firearm. Such possession shall not, except as provided in 
subdivision one or seven of section 265.02 of this article, constitute a violation of this 1 
subdivision if such possession takes place in such person’s home or place of business. 
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Criminal possession of a weapon in the second degree is a class C felony. 
 
N.Y. Penal Law § 265.15 (Consol. 2015)  
Presumptions of possession, unlawful intent and defacement 
 
1. The presence in any room, dwelling, structure or vehicle of any machine-gun is presumptive 
evidence of its unlawful possession by all persons occupying the place where such machine-gun 
is found. 
 
2. The presence in any stolen vehicle of any weapon, instrument, appliance or substance 
specified in sections 265.01, 265.02, 265.03, 265.04 and 265.05 is presumptive evidence of its 
possession by all persons occupying such vehicle at the time such weapon, instrument, appliance 
or substance is found. 
 
3. The presence in an automobile, other than a stolen one or a public omnibus, of any firearm, 
large capacity ammunition feeding device, defaced firearm, defaced rifle or shotgun, defaced 
large capacity ammunition feeding device, firearm silencer, explosive or incendiary bomb, 
bombshell, gravity knife, switchblade knife, pilum ballistic knife, metal knuckle knife, dagger, 
dirk, stiletto, billy, blackjack, plastic knuckles, metal knuckles, chuka stick, sandbag, sandclub or 
slungshot is presumptive evidence of its possession by all persons occupying such automobile at 
the time such weapon, instrument or appliance is found, except under the following 
circumstances: (a) if such weapon, instrument or appliance is found upon the person of one of 
the occupants therein; (b) if such weapon, instrument or appliance is found in an automobile 
which is being operated for hire by a duly licensed driver in the due, lawful and proper pursuit of 
his or her trade, then such presumption shall not apply to the driver; or (c) if the weapon so found 
is a pistol or revolver and one of the occupants, not present under duress, has in his or her 
possession a valid license to have and carry concealed the same. 
 
4. The possession by any person of the substance as specified in section 265.04 is presumptive 
evidence of possessing such substance with intent to use the same unlawfully against the person 
or property of another if such person is not licensed or otherwise authorized to possess such 
substance. The possession by any person of any dagger, dirk, stiletto, dangerous knife or any 
other weapon, instrument, appliance or substance designed, made or adapted for use primarily as 
a weapon, is presumptive evidence of intent to use the same unlawfully against another. 
 
5. The possession by any person of a defaced machine-gun, firearm, rifle or shotgun is 
presumptive evidence that such person defaced the same. 
 
6. The possession of five or more firearms by any person is presumptive evidence that such 
person possessed the firearms with the intent to sell same. 
 
N.Y. Penal Law § 400.00 (Consol. 2015) 
Licenses to carry, possess, repair and dispose of firearms 
 
1. Eligibility. No license shall be issued or renewed pursuant to this section  except  by  the 
licensing officer, and then only after investigation and finding that all statements in a proper 
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application for a license are true. No license shall be issued or renewed except for an applicant 
(a) twenty-one years of age or older, provided, however, that where such applicant has been 
honorably discharged from the United States army, navy, marine corps, air force or coast guard, 
or the national guard of the state of New York, no such age restriction shall apply; (b) of good 
moral character; (c) who has not been convicted anywhere of a felony or a serious offense; (d) 
who is not a fugitive from justice; (e) who is not an unlawful user of or addicted to any 
controlled substance as defined in section 21 U.S.C. 802; (f) who being an alien (i) is not 
illegally or unlawfully in the United States or (ii) has not been admitted to the United States 
under a nonimmigrant visa subject to the exception in 18 U.S.C. 922(y)(2); (g) who has not been 
discharged from the Armed Forces under dishonorable conditions; (h) who, having been a citizen 
of the United States, has not renounced his or her citizenship; (i) who has stated whether he or 
she has ever suffered any mental illness; (j) who has not been involuntarily committed to a 
facility under the jurisdiction of an office of the department of mental hygiene pursuant to article 
nine or fifteen of the mental hygiene law, article seven hundred thirty or section 330.20 of the 
criminal procedure law, section four hundred two or five hundred eight of the correction law, 
section 322.2 or 353.4 of the family court act, or has not been civilly confined in a secure 
treatment facility pursuant to article ten of the mental hygiene law; (k) who has not had a license 
revoked or who is not under a suspension or ineligibility order issued pursuant to the provisions 
of section 530.14 of the criminal procedure law or section eight hundred forty-two-a of the 
family court act; (l) in the county of Westchester, who has successfully completed a firearms 
safety course and test as evidenced by a certificate of completion issued in his or her name and 
endorsed and affirmed under the penalties of perjury by a duly authorized instructor, except that: 
(i) persons who are honorably discharged from the United States army, navy, marine corps or 
coastguard, or of the national guard of the state of New York, and produce evidence of official 
qualification in firearms during the term of service are not required to have completed those 
hours of a firearms safety course pertaining to the safe use, carrying,  possession, maintenance 
and storage of a firearm; and (ii) persons who were licensed to possess a pistol or revolver prior 
to the effective date of this paragraph are not required to have completed a firearms safety course 
and test; (m) who has not had a guardian appointed for him or her pursuant to any provision of 
state law, based on a determination that as a result of marked subnormal intelligence, mental 
illness, incapacity, condition or disease, he or she lacks the mental capacity to contract or 
manage his or her own affairs; and (n) concerning whom no good cause exists for the denial of 
the license. No person shall engage in the business of gunsmith or dealer in firearms unless 
licensed pursuant to this section. An applicant to engage in such business shall also be a citizen 
of the United States, more than twenty-one years of age and maintain a place of business in the 
city or county where the license is issued. For such business, if the applicant is a firm or 
partnership, each member thereof shall comply with all of the requirements set forth in this 
subdivision and if the applicant is a corporation, each officer thereof shall so comply. 
 
2. Types of licenses. A license for gunsmith or dealer in firearms shall be issued to engage in 
such business. A license for a pistol or revolver, other than an assault weapon or a disguised gun, 
shall be issued to (a) have and possess in his dwelling by a householder; (b) have and possess in 
his place of business by a merchant or storekeeper; (c) have and carry concealed while so 
employed by a messenger employed by a banking institution or express company; (d) have and 
carry concealed by a justice of the supreme court in the first or second judicial departments, or 
by a judge of the New York city civil court or the New York city criminal court; (e) have and 
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carry concealed while so employed by a regular employee of an institution of the state, or of any 
county, city, town or village, under control of a commissioner of correction of the city or any 
warden, superintendent or head keeper of any state prison, penitentiary, workhouse, county jail 
or  other institution for the detention of persons convicted or accused of crime or held as 
witnesses in criminal cases, provided that application is made therefor by such commissioner, 
warden, superintendent or head keeper; (f) have and carry concealed, without regard to 
employment or place of possession, by any person when proper cause exists for the issuance 
thereof; and (g) have, possess, collect and carry antique pistols which are defined as follows: (i) 
any single shot, muzzle loading pistol with a matchlock, flintlock, percussion cap, or similar type 
of ignition system manufactured in or before l898, which is not designed for using rimfire or 
conventional centerfire fixed ammunition; and (ii) any replica of any pistol described in clause 
(i) hereof if such replica-- 
 
(1) is not designed or redesigned for using rimfire or conventional centerfire fixed ammunition, 
or 
 
(2) uses rimfire or conventional centerfire fixed ammunition which is no longer manufactured in 
the United States and which is not readily available in the ordinary channels of commercial trade. 
 
3. Applications.   
 
(a) Applications shall be made and renewed, in the case of a license to carry or possess a pistol or 
revolver, to the licensing officer in the city or county, as the case may be, where the applicant 
resides, is principally employed or has his or her principal place of business as merchant or 
storekeeper; and, in the case of a license as gunsmith or dealer in firearms, to the licensing 
officer where such place of business is located. Blank applications shall, except in the city of 
New York, be approved as to form by the superintendent of state police. An application shall 
state the full name, date of birth, residence, present occupation of each person or individual 
signing the same, whether or not he or she is a citizen of the United States, whether or not he or 
she complies with each requirement for eligibility specified in subdivision one of this section and 
such other facts as may be required to show the good character, competency and integrity of each 
person or individual signing the application. An application shall be signed and verified by the 
applicant. Each individual signing an application shall submit one photograph of himself or 
herself and a duplicate for each required copy of the application. Such photographs shall have 
been taken within thirty days prior to filing the application. In case of a license as gunsmith or 
dealer in firearms, the photographs submitted shall be two inches square, and the application 
shall also state the previous occupation of each individual signing the same and the location of 
the place of such business, or of the bureau, agency, sub agency, office or branch office for 
which the license is sought, specifying the name of the city, town or village, indicating the street 
and number and otherwise giving such apt description as to point out reasonably the location 
thereof. In such case, if the applicant is a firm, partnership or corporation, its name, date and 
place of formation, and principal place of business shall be stated. For such firm or partnership, 
the application shall be signed and verified by each individual composing or intending to 
compose the same, and for such corporation, by each officer thereof. 
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(b)  Application  for  an exemption under paragraph seven-b of subdivision a of section 265.20 of 
this chapter. Each applicant desiring to obtain the exemption set forth in paragraph seven-b of 
subdivision a of section 265.20 of this chapter shall make such request in writing of the licensing 
officer with whom his application for a license is filed, at the time of filing such application. 
Such request shall include assigned and verified statement by the person authorized to instruct 
and supervise the applicant, that has met with the applicant and that he has determined that, in 
his judgment, said applicant does not appear to be or poses a threat to be, a danger to himself or 
to others. He shall include a copy of his certificate as an instructor in small arms, if he is required 
to be certified, and state his address and telephone number. He shall specify the exact location by 
name, address and telephone number where such instruction will take place. Such licensing 
officer shall, no later than ten business days after such filing, request the duly  constituted police 
authorities of the locality where such application is made to investigate and ascertain any 
previous criminal record of the applicant pursuant to subdivision four of this section. Upon 
completion of this investigation, the police authority shall report the results to the licensing 
officer without unnecessary delay. The licensing officer shall no later than ten business days 
after the receipt of such investigation, determine if the applicant has been previously denied a 
license, been convicted of a felony, or been convicted of a serious offense, and either approve or 
disapprove the applicant for exemption purposes based upon such determinations. If the 
applicant is approved for the exemption, the licensing officer shall notify the appropriate duly 
constituted police authorities and the applicant. Such exemption shall terminate if the application 
for the license is denied, or at any earlier time based upon any information obtained by the 
licensing officer or the appropriate police authorities which would cause the license to be denied. 
The applicant and appropriate police authorities shall be notified of any such terminations. 
 
4. Investigation. Before a license is issued or renewed, there shall be an investigation of all 
statements required in the application by the duly constituted police authorities of the locality 
where such application is made, including but not limited to such records as may be accessible to 
the division of state police or division of criminal justice services pursuant to section 400.02 of 
this article. For that purpose, the records of the appropriate office of the department of mental 
hygiene concerning previous or present mental illness of the applicant shall be available for 
inspection by the investigating officer of the police authority. In order to ascertain any previous 
criminal record, the investigating officer shall take the fingerprints and physical descriptive data 
in quadruplicate of each individual by whom the application is signed and verified. Two copies 
of such fingerprints shall be taken on standard fingerprint cards eight inches square, and one 
copy may be taken on a card supplied for that purpose by the federal bureau of investigation; 
provided, however, that in the case of a corporate applicant that has already been issued a dealer 
in firearms license and seeks to operate a firearm dealership at a second or subsequent location, 
the original fingerprints on file may be used to ascertain any criminal record in the second or 
subsequent application unless any of the corporate officers have changed since the prior 
application, in which case the new corporate officer shall comply with procedures governing an 
initial application for such license. When completed, one standard card shall be forwarded to and 
retained by the division of criminal justice services in the executive department, at Albany. A 
search of the files of such division and written notification of the results of the search to the 
investigating officer shall be made without unnecessary delay. Thereafter, such division shall 
notify the licensing officer and the executive department, division of state police, Albany, of any 
criminal record of the applicant filed therein subsequent to the search of its files. A second 
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standard card, or the one supplied by the federal bureau of investigation, as the case may be, 
shall be forwarded to that bureau at Washington with a request that the files of the bureau be 
searched and notification of the results of the search be made to the investigating police 
authority. Of the remaining two fingerprint cards, one shall be filed with the executive 
department, division of state police, Albany, within ten days after issuance of the license, and the 
other remain on file with the investigating police authority. No such fingerprints may be 
inspected by any person other than a peace officer, who is acting pursuant to his special duties, 
or a police officer, except on order of a judge or justice of a court of record either upon notice to 
the licensee or without notice, as the judge or justice may deem appropriate. Upon completion of 
the investigation, the police authority shall report the results to the licensing officer without 
unnecessary delay. 
 
4-a. Processing of license applications. Applications for licenses shall be accepted for processing 
by the licensing officer at the time of presentment. Except upon written notice to the applicant 
specifically stating the reasons for any delay, in each case the licensing officer shall act upon any 
application for a license pursuant to this section within six months of the date of presentment of 
such an application to the appropriate authority. Such delay may only be for good cause and with 
respect to the applicant. In acting upon an application, the licensing officer shall either deny the 
application for reasons specifically and concisely stated in writing or grant the application and 
issue the license applied for. 
 
4-b. Westchester county firearms safety course certificate. In the county of Westchester, at the 
time of application, the licensing officer to which the license application is made shall provide a 
copy of the safety course booklet to each license applicant. Before such license is issued, such 
licensing officer shall require that the applicant submit a certificate of successful completion of a 
firearms safety course and test issued in his or her name and endorsed and affirmed under the 
penalties of perjury by a duly authorized instructor. 
 
5. Filing of approved applications.  
 
(a) The application for any license, if granted, shall be filed by the licensing officer with the 
clerk of the county of issuance, except that in the city of New York and, in the counties of 
Nassau and Suffolk, the licensing officer shall designate the place of filing in the appropriate 
division, bureau or unit of the police department thereof, and in the county of Suffolk the county  
clerk  is  hereby authorized to transfer all records or applications relating to firearms to the 
licensing authority of that county. Except as provided in paragraphs (b) through (f) of this 
subdivision, the name and address of any person to whom an application for any license has been 
granted shall be a public record. Upon application by a licensee who has changed his place of 
residence such records or applications shall be transferred to the appropriate officer at the 
licensee's new place of residence. A duplicate copy of such application shall be filed by the 
licensing officer in the executive department, division of state police, Albany, within ten days 
after issuance of the license. The superintendent of state police may designate that such 
application shall be transmitted to the division of state police electronically. In the event the 
superintendent of the division of state police determines that it lacks any of the records required 
to be filed with the division, it may request that such records be provided to it by the appropriate 
clerk, department or authority and such clerk, department or authority shall provide the division 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-430 

with such records. In the event such clerk, department or authority lacks such records, the 
division may request the license holder provide information sufficient to constitute such record 
and such license holder shall provide the division with such information. Such information shall 
be limited to the license holder's name, date of birth, gender, race, residential address, social 
security number and firearms possessed by said license holder. Nothing in this subdivision shall 
be construed to change the expiration date or term of such licenses if otherwise provided for in 
law. Records assembled or collected for purposes of inclusion in the database established by this 
section shall be released pursuant to a court order. Records assembled or collected for purposes 
of inclusion in the database created pursuant to section 400.02 of this chapter shall not be subject 
to disclosure pursuant to article six of the public officers law. 
 
(b) Each application for a license pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subdivision shall include, on a 
separate written form prepared by the division of state police within thirty days of the effective 
date of the chapter of the laws of two thousand thirteen, which amended this section, and 
provided to the applicant at the same time and in the same manner as the application for a 
license, an opportunity for the applicant to request an exception from his or  her  application 
information becoming public record pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subdivision. Such forms, 
which shall also be made available  to individuals who had applied for or been granted a license 
prior to the effective date of the chapter of the laws of two thousand thirteen which amended this 
section, shall notify applicants that, upon discovery that an applicant knowingly provided false 
information, such applicant may be subject to penalties pursuant to section 175.30 of this 
chapter, and further, that his or her request for an exception shall be null and void, provided that 
written notice containing such determination is provided to the applicant. Further, such forms 
shall provide each applicant an opportunity to specify the grounds on which he or she believes 
his or her application information should not be publicly disclosed. These grounds, which shall 
be identified on the application with a box beside each for checking, as applicable, by the 
applicant, shall be as follows: 
 
(i) the applicant's life or safety may be endangered by disclosure because: 
 
(A) the applicant is an active or retired police officer, peace officer, probation officer, parole 
officer, or corrections officer; 
 
(B) the applicant is a protected person under a currently valid order of protection; 
 
(C) the applicant is or was a witness in a criminal proceeding involving a criminal charge; 
 
(D) the applicant is participating or previously participated as juror in a criminal proceeding, or 
is or was a member of a grand jury; or 
 
(E) the applicant is a spouse, domestic partner or household member of a person identified in this 
subparagraph or subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph, specifying which subparagraph or 
subparagraphs and clauses apply. 
 
(ii) the applicant has reason to believe his or her life or safety may be endangered by disclosure 
due to reasons stated by the applicant. 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-431

 
(iii) the applicant has reason to believe he or she may be subject to unwarranted harassment upon 
disclosure of such information. 

 
(c) Each form provided for recertification pursuant to paragraph (b) of subdivision ten of this 
section shall include an opportunity for the applicant to request an exception from the 
information provided on such form becoming public record pursuant to paragraph (a) of this 
subdivision. Such forms shall notify applicants that, upon discovery that an applicant knowingly 
provided false information, such applicant may be subject to penalties pursuant to section 175.30 
of this chapter, and further, that his or her request for an exception shall be null and void, 
provided that written notice containing such determination is provided to the applicant. Further, 
such forms shall provide each applicant an opportunity to either decline to request the grant or 
continuation of an exception, or specify the grounds on which he or she believes his or her 
information should not be publicly disclosed. These grounds, which shall be identified in the 
application with a box beside each for checking, as applicable, by the applicant, shall be the 
same as provided in paragraph (b) of this subdivision. 
 
(d) Information submitted on the forms described in paragraph (b) of this subdivision shall be 
excepted from disclosure and maintained by the entity retaining such information separate and 
apart from all other records. 
 
(e) (i) Upon receiving a request for exception from disclosure, the licensing officer shall grant 
such exception, unless the request is determined to be null and void, pursuant to paragraph (b) or 
(c) of this subdivision. 
 
(ii) A request for an exception from disclosure may be submitted at any time, including after a 
license or recertification has been granted. 
 
(iii) If an exception is sought and granted pursuant to paragraph (b) of this subdivision, the 
application information shall not be public record, unless the request is determined to be null and 
void. If an exception is sought and granted pursuant to paragraph (c) of this subdivision, the 
information concerning such recertification application shall not be public record, unless the 
request is determined to be null and void. 
 
(f) The information of licensees or applicants for a license shall not be disclosed to the public 
during the first one hundred twenty days following the effective date of the chapter of the laws of 
two thousand thirteen, which amended this section. After such period, the information of those 
who had applied for or been granted a license prior to the preparation of the form for requesting 
an exception, pursuant to paragraph (b) of this subdivision, may be released only if such 
individuals did not file a request for such an exception during the first sixty days following such 
preparation; provided, however, that no information contained in an application for licensure or 
recertification shall be disclosed by an entity that has not completed processing any such requests 
received during such sixty days. 
 
(g) If a request for an exception is determined to be null and void pursuant to paragraph (b) or (c) 
of this subdivision, an applicant may request review of such determination pursuant to article 
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seventy-eight of the civil practice laws and rules. Such proceeding must commence within thirty 
days after service of the written notice containing the adverse determination. Notice of the right 
to commence such a petition, and the time period therefor, shall be included in the notice of the 
determination. Disclosure following such a petition shall not be made prior to the disposition of 
such review. 
 
6. License: validity. Any license issued pursuant to this section shall be valid notwithstanding the 
provisions of any local law or ordinance. No license shall be transferable to any other person or 
premises. A license to carry or possess a pistol or revolver, not otherwise limited as to place or 
time of possession, shall be effective throughout the state, except that the same shall not be valid 
within the city of New York unless a special permit granting validity is issued by the police 
commissioner of that city. Such license to carry or possess shall be valid within the city of New 
York in the absence of a permit issued by the police commissioner of that city, provided that (a) 
the firearms covered by such license have been purchased from a licensed dealer within the city 
of New York and are being transported out of said city forthwith and immediately from said 
dealer by the licensee in a locked container during a continuous and uninterrupted trip; or 
provided that (b) the firearms covered by such license are being transported by the licensee in a 
locked container and the trip through the city of New York is continuous and uninterrupted; or 
provided that (c) the firearms covered by such license are carried by armored car security guards 
transporting money or other valuables, in, to, or from motor vehicles commonly known as 
armored cars, during the course of their employment; or provided that (d) the licensee is a retired 
police officer as police officer is defined pursuant to subdivision thirty-four of section 1.20 of the 
criminal procedure law or a retired federal law enforcement officer, as defined in section 2.15 of 
the criminal procedure law, who has been issued a license by an authorized licensing officer as 
defined in subdivision ten of section 265.00 of this chapter; provided, further, however, that if 
such license was not issued in the city of New York it must be marked "Retired Police Officer" 
or "Retired Federal Law Enforcement Officer", as the case may be, and, in the case of a retired 
officer the license shall be deemed to permit only police or federal law enforcement regulations 
weapons; or provided that (e) the licensee is a peace officer described in subdivision four of 
section 2.10 of the criminal procedure law and the license, if issued by other than the city of New 
York, is marked "New York State Tax Department Peace Officer" and in such case the 
exemption shall apply only to the firearm issued to such licensee by the department of taxation 
and finance. A license as gunsmith or dealer in firearms shall not be valid outside the city or 
county, as the case may be, where issued. 
 
7. License: form. Any license issued pursuant to this section shall, except in the city of New 
York, be approved as to form by the superintendent of state police. A license to carry or possess 
a pistol or revolver shall have attached the licensee's photograph, and a coupon which shall be 
removed and retained by any person disposing of a firearm to the licensee. Such license shall 
specify the weapon covered by calibre, make, model, manufacturer's name and serial number, or 
if none, by any other distinguishing number or identification mark, and shall indicate whether 
issued to carry on the person or possess on the premises, and if on the premises shall also specify 
the place where the licensee shall possess the same. If such license is issued to an alien, or to a 
person not a citizen of and usually a resident in the state, the licensing officer shall state in the 
license the particular reason for the issuance and the names of the persons certifying to the good 
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character of the applicant. Any license as gunsmith or dealer in firearms shall mention and 
describe the premises for which it is issued and shall be valid only for such premises. 
 
8. License: exhibition and display. Every licensee while carrying a pistol or revolver shall have 
on his or her person a license to carry the same. Every person licensed to possess a pistol or 
revolver on particular premises shall have the license for the same on such premises. Upon 
demand, the license shall be exhibited for inspection to any peace officer, who is acting pursuant 
to his or her special duties, or police officer. A license as gunsmith or dealer in firearms shall be 
prominently displayed on the licensed premises. A gunsmith or dealer of firearms may conduct 
business temporarily at a location other than the location specified on the license if such 
temporary location is the location for a gun show or event sponsored by any national, state, or 
local organization, or any affiliate of any such organization devoted to the collection, 
competitive use or other sporting use of firearms. Any sale or transfer at a gun show must also 
comply with the provisions of article thirty-nine-DD of the general business law. Records of 
receipt and disposition of firearms transactions conducted at such temporary location shall 
include the location of the sale or other disposition and shall be entered in the permanent records 
of the gunsmith or dealer of firearms and retained on the location specified on the license. 
Nothing in this section shall authorize any licensee to conduct business from any motorized or 
towed vehicle. A separate fee shall not be required of a licensee with respect to business 
conducted under this subdivision. Any inspection or examination of inventory or records under 
this section at such temporary location shall be limited to inventory consisting of, 
 or records related to, firearms held or disposed at such temporary locations. Failure of any 
licensee to so exhibit or display his or her license, as the case may be, shall be presumptive 
evidence that he or she is not duly licensed. 
 
9. License: amendment. Elsewhere than in the city of New York, a person licensed to carry or 
possess a pistol or revolver may apply at any time to his or her licensing officer for amendment 
of his or her license to include one or more such weapons or to cancel weapons held under 
license. If granted, a record of the amendment describing the weapons involved shall be filed by 
the licensing officer in the executive department, division of state police, Albany. The 
superintendent of state police may authorize that such amendment be completed and transmitted 
to the state police in electronic form. Notification of any change of residence shall be made in 
writing by any licensee within ten days after such change occurs, and a record of such change 
shall be inscribed by such licensee on the reverse side of his or her license. Elsewhere than in the 
city of New York, and in the counties Nassau and Suffolk, such notification shall be made to the 
executive department, division of state police, Albany, and in the city of New York to the police 
commissioner of that city, and in the county of Nassau to the police commissioner of that county, 
and in the county of Suffolk to the licensing officer of that county, who shall, within ten days 
after such notification shall be received by him or her, give notice in writing of such change to 
the executive department, division of state police, at Albany. 
 
10. License: expiration, certification and renewal.  
 
(a) Any license for gunsmith or dealer in firearms and, in the city of New York, any license to 
carry or possess a pistol or revolver, issued at any time pursuant to this section or prior to the 
first day of July, nineteen hundred sixty-three and not limited to expire on an earlier date fixed in 
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the license, shall expire not more than three years after the date of issuance. In the counties of 
Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester, any license to carry or possess a pistol or revolver, issued at 
any time pursuant to this section or prior to the first day of July, nineteen hundred sixty-three and 
not limited to expire on an earlier date fixed in the license, shall expire not more than five years 
after the date of issuance; however, in the county of Westchester, any such license shall be 
certified prior to the first day of April, two thousand, in accordance with a schedule to be 
contained in regulations promulgated by the commissioner of the division of criminal justice 
services, and every such license shall be recertified every five years thereafter. For purposes of 
this section certification shall mean that the licensee shall provide to the licensing officer the 
following information only: current name, date of birth, current address, and the make, model, 
caliber and serial number of all firearms currently possessed. Such certification information shall 
be filed by the licensing officer in the same manner as an amendment. Elsewhere than in the city 
of New York and the counties of Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester, any license to carry or 
possess a pistol or revolver, issued at any time pursuant to this section or prior to the first day of 
July, nineteen hundred sixty-three and not previously revoked or cancelled, shall be in force and 
effect until revoked as herein provided. Any license not previously cancelled or revoked shall 
remain in full force and effect for thirty days beyond the stated expiration date on such license. 
Any application to renew a license that has not previously expired, been revoked or cancelled 
shall thereby extend the term of the license until disposition of the application by the licensing 
officer. In the case of a license for gunsmith or dealer in firearms, in counties having a 
population of less than two hundred thousand inhabitants, photographs and fingerprints shall be 
submitted on original applications and upon renewal thereafter only at six year intervals. Upon 
satisfactory proof that a currently valid original license has been despoiled, lost or otherwise 
removed from the possession of the licensee and upon application containing an additional 
photograph of the licensee, the licensing officer shall issue a duplicate license. 
 
(b) All licensees shall be recertified to the division of state police every five years thereafter. 
Any license issued before the effective date of the chapter of the laws of two thousand thirteen 
which added this paragraph shall be recertified by the licensee on or before January thirty-first, 
two thousand eighteen, and not less than one year prior to such date, the state police shall send a 
notice to all license holders who have not recertified by such time. Such recertification shall be 
in a form as approved by the superintendent of state police, which shall request the license 
holder's name, date of birth, gender, race, residential address, social security number, firearms 
possessed by such license holder, email address at the option of the license holder and an 
affirmation that such license holder is not prohibited from possessing firearms. The form may be 
in an electronic form if so designated by the superintendent of state police. Failure to recertify 
shall act as a revocation of such license. If the New York state police discover as a result of the 
recertification process that a licensee failed to provide a change of address, the New York state 
police shall not require the licensing officer to revoke such license. 
 
11. License: revocation and suspension.  
 
(a) The conviction of a licensee anywhere of a felony or serious offense or a licensee at any time 
becoming ineligible to obtain a license under this section shall operate as a revocation of the 
license. A license may be revoked or suspended as provided for in section 530.14 of the criminal 
procedure law or section eight hundred forty-two-a of the family court act. Except for a license 
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issued pursuant to section 400.01 of this article, a license may be revoked and cancelled at any 
time in the city of New York, and in the counties of Nassau and Suffolk, by the licensing officer, 
and elsewhere than in the city of New York by any judge or justice of a court of record; a license 
issued pursuant to section 400.01 of this article may be revoked and cancelled at any time by the 
licensing officer or any judge or justice of a court of record. The official revoking a license shall 
give written notice thereof without unnecessary delay to the executive department, division of 
state police, Albany, and shall also notify immediately the duly constituted police authorities of 
the locality. 
 
(b) Whenever the director of community services or his or her designee makes a report pursuant 
to section 9.46 of the mental hygiene law, the division of criminal justice services shall convey 
such information, whenever it determines that the person named in the report possesses a license 
issued pursuant to this section, to the appropriate licensing official, who shall issue an order 
suspending or revoking such license. 
 
(c) In any instance in which a person's license is suspended or revoked under paragraph (a) or (b) 
of this subdivision, such person shall surrender such license to the appropriate licensing official 
and any and all firearms, rifles, or shotguns owned or possessed by such person shall be 
surrendered to an appropriate law enforcement agency as provided in subparagraph (f) of 
paragraph one of subdivision a of section 265.20 of this chapter. In the event such license, 
firearm, shotgun, or rifle is not surrendered, such items shall be removed and declared a nuisance 
and any police officer or peace officer acting pursuant to his or her special duties is authorized to 
remove any and all such weapons. 
 
12. Records required of gunsmiths and dealers in firearms. Any person licensed as gunsmith or 
dealer in firearms shall keep a record book approved as to form, except in the city of New York, 
by the superintendent of state police. In the record book shall be entered at the time of every 
transaction involving a firearm the date, name, age, occupation and residence of any person from 
whom a firearm is received or to whom a firearm is delivered, and the calibre, make, model, 
manufacturer's name and serial number, or if none, any other distinguishing number or 
identification mark on such firearm. Before delivering a firearm to any person, the licensee shall 
require him to produce either a license valid under this section to carry or possess the same, or 
proof of lawful authority as an exempt person pursuant to section 265.20. In addition, before 
delivering a firearm to a peace officer, the licensee shall verify that person's status as a peace 
officer with the division of state police. After completing the foregoing, the licensee shall 
remove and retain the attached coupon and enter in the record book the date of such license, 
number, if any, and name of the licensing officer, in the case of the holder of a license to carry or 
possess, or the shield or other number, if any, assignment and department, unit or agency, in the 
case of an exempt person. The original transaction report shall be forwarded to the division of 
state police within ten days of delivering a firearm to any person, and a duplicate copy shall be 
kept by the licensee. The superintendent of state police may designate that such record shall be 
completed and transmitted in electronic form. A dealer may be granted a waiver from 
transmitting such records in electronic form if the superintendent determines that such dealer is 
incapable of such transmission due to technological limitations that are not reasonably within the 
control of the dealer, or other exceptional circumstances demonstrated by the dealer, pursuant to 
a process established in regulation, and at the discretion of the superintendent. Records 
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assembled or collected for purposes of inclusion in the database created pursuant to section 
400.02 of this article shall not be subject to disclosure pursuant to article six of the public 
officers law. The record book shall be maintained on the premises mentioned and described in 
the license and shall be open at all reasonable hours for inspection by any peace officer, acting 
pursuant to his special duties, or police officer. In the event of cancellation or revocation of the 
license for gunsmith or dealer in firearms, or discontinuance of business by a licensee, such 
record book shall be immediately surrendered to the licensing officer in the city of New York, 
and in the counties of Nassau and Suffolk, and elsewhere in the state to the executive 
department, division of state police. 
 
12-a. State police regulations applicable to licensed gunsmiths engaged in the business of 
assembling or manufacturing firearms. The superintendent of state police is hereby authorized to 
issue such rules and regulations as he deems reasonably necessary to prevent the manufacture 
and assembly of unsafe firearms in the state. Such rules and regulations shall establish safety 
standards in regard to the manufacture and assembly of firearms in the state, including 
specifications as to materials and parts used, the proper storage and shipment of firearms, and 
minimum standards of quality control. Regulations issued by the state police pursuant to this 
subdivision shall apply to any person licensed as a gunsmith under this section engaged in the 
business of manufacturing or assembling firearms, and any violation thereof shall subject the 
licensee to revocation of license pursuant to subdivision eleven of this section. 
 
12-c. Firearms records.  
 
(a) Every employee of a state or local agency, unit of local government, state or local 
commission, or public or private organization who possesses a firearm or machine-gun under an 
exemption to the licensing requirements under this chapter, shall promptly report in writing to 
his employer the make, model, calibre and serial number of each such firearm or machine-gun. 
Thereafter, within ten days of the acquisition or disposition of any such weapon, he shall furnish 
such information to his employer, including the name and address of the person from whom the 
weapon was acquired or to whom it was disposed. 
 
(b) Every head of a state or local agency, unit of local government, state or local commission, 
public authority or public or private organization to whom an employee has submitted a report 
pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subdivision shall promptly forward such report to the 
superintendent of state police. 
 
(c) Every head of a state or local agency, unit of local government, state or local commission, 
public authority, or any other agency, firm or corporation that employs persons who may 
lawfully possess firearms or machine-guns without the requirement of a license therefor, or that 
employs persons licensed to possess firearms or machine-guns, shall promptly report to the 
superintendent of state police, in the manner prescribed by him, the make, model, calibre and 
serial number of every firearm or machine-gun possessed by it on the effective date of this act 
for the use of such employees or for any other use. Thereafter, within ten days of the acquisition 
or disposition of any such weapon, such head shall report such information to the superintendent 
of the state police, including the name and address of the person from whom the weapon was 
acquired or to whom it was disposed. 
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13. Expenses. The expense of providing a licensing officer with blank applications, licenses and 
record books for carrying out the provisions of this section shall be a charge against the county, 
and in the city of New York against the city. 
 
14. Fees. In the city of New York and the county of Nassau, the annual license fee shall be 
twenty-five dollars for gunsmiths and fifty dollars for dealers in firearms. In such city, the city 
council and in the county of Nassau the Board of Supervisors shall fix the fee to be charged for a 
license to carry or possess a pistol or revolver and provide for the disposition of such fees. 
Elsewhere in the state, the licensing officer shall collect and pay into the county treasury the 
following fees: for each license to carry or possess a pistol or revolver, not less than three dollars 
nor more than ten dollars as may be determined by the legislative body of the county; for each 
amendment thereto, three dollars, and five dollars in the county of Suffolk; and 
for each license issued to a gunsmith or dealer in firearms, ten dollars. The fee for a duplicate 
license shall be five dollars. The fee for processing a license transfer between counties shall be 
five dollars. The fee for processing a license or renewal thereof for a qualified  retired  police  
officer  as defined under subdivision thirty-four of section 1.20 of the criminal procedure law, or 
a qualified retired sheriff, undersheriff, or deputy sheriff of the city of New York as defined 
under subdivision two of section 2.10 of the criminal procedure law, or a qualified retired bridge 
and tunnel officer, sergeant or lieutenant of the triborough bridge and tunnel authority as defined 
under subdivision twenty of section 2.10 of the criminal procedure law, or a qualified retired 
uniformed court officer in the unified court system, or a qualified retired court clerk in the 
unified court system in the first and second judicial departments, as defined in paragraphs a and 
b of subdivision twenty-one of section 2.10 of the criminal procedure law or a retired correction 
officer as defined in subdivision twenty-five of section 2.10 of the criminal procedure law shall 
be waived in all counties throughout the state. 
 
15. Any violation by any person of any provision of this section is a class A misdemeanor. 
 
16. Unlawful disposal. No person shall except as otherwise authorized pursuant to law dispose of 
any firearm unless he is licensed as gunsmith or dealer in firearms. 
 
16-a. Registration. (a) An owner of a weapon defined in paragraph (e) or (f) of subdivision 
twenty-two of section 265.00 of this chapter, possessed before the date of the effective date of 
the chapter of the laws of two thousand thirteen which added this paragraph, must make an 
application to register such weapon with the superintendent of state police, in the manner 
provided by the superintendent, or by amending a license issued pursuant to this section within 
one year of the effective date of this subdivision except any weapon defined under subparagraph 
(vi) of paragraph (g) of subdivision twenty-two of section 265.00 of this chapter transferred into 
the state may be registered at any time, provided such weapons are registered within thirty days 
of their transfer into the state. Registration information shall include the registrant's name, date 
of birth, gender, race, residential address, social security number and a description of each 
weapon being registered. A registration of any weapon defined under subparagraph (vi) of 
paragraph (g) of subdivision twenty-two of section 265.00 or a feeding device as defined under 
subdivision twenty-three of section 265.00 of this chapter shall be transferable, provided that the 
seller notifies the state police within seventy-two hours of the transfer and the buyer provides the 
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state police with information sufficient to constitute a registration under this section. Such 
registration shall not be valid if such registrant is prohibited or becomes prohibited from 
possessing a firearm pursuant to state or federal law. The superintendent shall determine whether 
such registrant is prohibited from possessing a firearm under state or federal law. Such check 
shall be limited to determining whether the factors in 18 USC 922 (g) apply or whether a 
registrant has been convicted of a serious offense as defined in subdivision sixteen-b of section 
265.00 of this chapter, so as to prohibit such registrant from possessing a firearm, and whether a 
report has been issued pursuant to section 9.46 of the mental hygiene law. All registrants shall 
recertify to the division of state police every five years thereafter. Failure to recertify shall result 
in a revocation of such registration. 
 
(a-1) Notwithstanding any inconsistent provisions of paragraph (a) of this subdivision, an owner 
of an assault weapon as defined in subdivision twenty-two of section 265.00 of this chapter, who 
is a qualified retired New York or federal law enforcement officer as defined 
 in subdivision twenty-five of section 265.00 of this chapter, where such weapon was issued to or 
purchased by such officer prior to retirement and in the course of his or her official duties, and 
for which such officer was qualified by the agency that employed such officer within twelve 
months prior to his or her retirement, must register such weapon within sixty days of retirement. 
 
(b) The superintendent of state police shall create and maintain an internet website to educate the 
public as to which semiautomatic rifle, semiautomatic shotgun or semiautomatic pistol or 
weapon that are illegal as a result of the enactment of the chapter of the laws of two thousand 
thirteen which added this paragraph, as well as such assault weapons which are illegal pursuant 
to article two hundred sixty-five of this chapter. Such website shall contain information to assist 
the public in recognizing the relevant features proscribed by such article two hundred sixty-five, 
as well as which make and model of weapons that require registration. 
 
(c) A person who knowingly fails to apply to register such weapon, as required by this section, 
within one year of the effective date of the chapter of the laws of two thousand thirteen which 
added this paragraph shall be guilty of a class A misdemeanor and such person who 
unknowingly fails to validly register such weapon within such one year period shall be given a 
warning by an appropriate law enforcement authority about such failure and given thirty days in 
which to apply to register such weapon or to surrender it. A failure to apply or surrender such 
weapon within such thirty-day period shall result in such weapon being removed by an 
appropriate law enforcement authority and declared a nuisance. 
 
16-b. The cost of the software, programming and interface required to transmit any record that 
must be electronically transmitted by the dealer or licensing officer to the division of state police 
pursuant to this chapter shall be borne by the state. 
 
17. Applicability of section. The provisions of article two hundred sixty-five of this chapter 
relating to illegal possession of a firearm, shall not apply to an offense which also constitutes a 
violation of this section by a person holding an otherwise valid license under the provisions of 
this section and such offense shall only be punishable as a class A misdemeanor pursuant to this 
section. In addition, the provisions of such article two hundred sixty-five of this chapter shall not 
apply to the possession of a firearm in a place not authorized by law, by a person who holds an 
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otherwise valid license or possession of a firearm by a person within a one year period after the 
stated expiration date of an otherwise valid license which has not been previously cancelled or 
revoked shall only be punishable as a class A misdemeanor pursuant to this section. 
 
North Carolina  
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-34 (2015) 
Assaulting by pointing a gun 
 
If any person shall point any gun or pistol at any person, either in fun or otherwise, whether such 
gun or pistol be loaded or not loaded, he shall be guilty of a Class A1 misdemeanor. 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-269 (2015) 
Carrying concealed weapons 
 
(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person willfully and intentionally to carry concealed about his 
person any bowie knife, dirk, dagger, slung shot, loaded cane, metallic knuckles, razor, shurikin, 
stun gun, or other deadly weapon of like kind, except when the person is on the person's own 
premises. 
 
(a1)  It shall be unlawful for any person willfully and intentionally to carry concealed about his 
person any pistol or gun except in the following circumstances: 
 
(1)  The person is on the person's own premises. 
 
(2)  The deadly weapon is a handgun, the person has a concealed handgun permit issued in 
accordance with Article 54B of this Chapter or considered valid under G.S. 14-415.24, and the 
person is carrying the concealed handgun in accordance with the scope of the concealed handgun 
permit as set out in G.S. 14-415.11(c). 
 
(3)  The deadly weapon is a handgun and the person is a military permittee as defined under G.S. 
14-415.10(2a) who provides to the law enforcement officer proof of deployment as required 
under G.S. 14-415.11(a). 
 
(a2)  This prohibition does not apply to a person who has a concealed handgun permit issued in 
accordance with Article 54B of this Chapter, has a concealed handgun permit considered valid 
under G.S. 14-415.24, or is exempt from obtaining a permit pursuant to G.S. 14-415.25, provided 
the weapon is a handgun, is in a closed compartment or container within the person's locked 
vehicle, and the vehicle is in a parking area that is owned or leased by State government. A 
person may unlock the vehicle to enter or exit the vehicle, provided the handgun remains in the 
closed compartment at all times and the vehicle is locked immediately following the entrance or 
exit. 
 
(b)  This prohibition shall not apply to the following persons: 
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(1)  Officers and enlisted personnel of the Armed Forces of the United States when in discharge 
of their official duties as such and acting under orders requiring them to carry arms and weapons; 
 
(2)  Civil and law enforcement officers of the United States; 
 
(3)  Officers and soldiers of the militia and the National Guard when called into actual service; 
 
(4)  Officers of the State, or of any county, city, town, or company police agency charged with 
the execution of the laws of the State, when acting in the discharge of their official duties; 
 
(4a)  Any person who is a district attorney, an assistant district attorney, or an investigator 
employed by the office of a district attorney and who has a concealed handgun permit issued in 
accordance with Article 54B of this Chapter or considered valid under G.S. 14-415.24; provided 
that the person shall not carry a concealed weapon at any time while in a courtroom or while 
consuming alcohol or an unlawful controlled substance or while alcohol or an unlawful 
controlled substance remains in the person's body. The district attorney, assistant district 
attorney, or investigator shall secure the weapon in a locked compartment when the weapon is 
not on the person of the district attorney, assistant district attorney, or investigator; 
 
(4b)  Any person who is a qualified retired law enforcement officer as defined in G.S. 14-415.10 
and meets any one of the following conditions: 
 
a.  Is the holder of a concealed handgun permit in accordance with Article 54B of this Chapter. 
 
b.  Is exempt from obtaining a permit pursuant to G.S. 14-415.25. 
 
c. Is certified by the North Carolina Criminal Justice Education and Training Standards 
Commission pursuant to G.S. 14-415.26; 
 
(4c)  Detention personnel or correctional officers employed by the State or a unit of local 
government who park a vehicle in a space that is authorized for their use in the course of their 
duties may transport a firearm to the parking space and store that firearm in the vehicle parked in 
the parking space, provided that: (i) the firearm is in a closed compartment or container within 
the locked vehicle, or (ii) the firearm is in a locked container securely affixed to the vehicle; 
 
(4d)  Any person who is a North Carolina district court judge, North Carolina superior court 
judge, or a North Carolina magistrate and who has a concealed handgun permit issued in 
accordance with Article 54B of this Chapter or considered valid under G.S. 14-415.24; provided 
that the person shall not carry a concealed weapon at any time while consuming alcohol or an 
unlawful controlled substance or while alcohol or an unlawful controlled substance remains in 
the person's body. The judge or magistrate shall secure the weapon in a locked compartment 
when the weapon is not on the person of the judge or magistrate; 
 
(4e)  Any person who is serving as a clerk of court or as a register of deeds and who has a 
concealed handgun permit issued in accordance with Article 54B of this Chapter or considered 
valid under G.S. 14-415.24; provided that the person shall not carry a concealed weapon at any 
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time while consuming alcohol or an unlawful controlled substance or while alcohol or an 
unlawful controlled substance remains in the person's body. The clerk of court or register of 
deeds shall secure the weapon in a locked compartment when the weapon is not on the person of 
the clerk of court or register of deeds. This subdivision does not apply to assistants, deputies, or 
other employees of the clerk of court or register of deeds; 
 
(5)  Sworn law-enforcement officers, when off-duty, provided that an officer does not carry a 
concealed weapon while consuming alcohol or an unlawful controlled substance or while alcohol 
or an unlawful controlled substance remains in the officer's body; 
 
(6)  State probation or parole certified officers, when off-duty, provided that an officer does not 
carry a concealed weapon while consuming alcohol or an unlawful controlled substance or while 
alcohol or an unlawful controlled substance remains in the officer's body. 
 
(b1)  It is a defense to a prosecution under this section that: 
 
(1)  The weapon was not a firearm; 
 
(2)  The defendant was engaged in, or on the way to or from, an activity in which he legitimately 
used the weapon; 
 
(3)  The defendant possessed the weapon for that legitimate use; and 
 
(4)  The defendant did not use or attempt to use the weapon for an illegal purpose. 
 
The burden of proving this defense is on the defendant. 
 
(b2)  It is a defense to a prosecution under this section that: 
 
(1)  The deadly weapon is a handgun; 
 
(2)  The defendant is a military permittee as defined under G.S. 14-415.10(2a); and 
 
(3)  The defendant provides to the court proof of deployment as defined under G.S. 14-
415.10(3a). 
 
(c)  Any person violating the provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall be guilty of a Class 
2 misdemeanor. Any person violating the provisions of subsection (a1) of this section shall be 
guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor for the first offense and a Class H felony for a second or 
subsequent offense. A violation of subsection (a1) of this section punishable under G.S. 14-
415.21(a) is not punishable under this section. 
 
(d)  This section does not apply to an ordinary pocket knife carried in a closed position. As used 
in this section, "ordinary pocket knife" means a small knife, designed for carrying in a pocket or 
purse, that has its cutting edge and point entirely enclosed by its handle, and that may not be 
opened by a throwing, explosive, or spring action. 
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-269.3 (2015) 
Carrying weapons into assemblies and establishments where alcoholic beverages are sold 
and consumed 
 
(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person to carry any gun, rifle, or pistol into any assembly where a 
fee has been charged for admission thereto, or into any establishment in which alcoholic 
beverages are sold and consumed. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be 
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
 
(b)  This section shall not apply to any of the following: 
 
(1)  A person exempted from the provisions of G.S. 14-269. 
 
(2)  The owner or lessee of the premises or business establishment. 
 
(3)  A person participating in the event, if the person is carrying a gun, rifle, or pistol with the 
permission of the owner, lessee, or person or organization sponsoring the event. 
 
(4)  A person registered or hired as a security guard by the owner, lessee, or person or 
organization sponsoring the event. 
 
(5)  A person carrying a handgun if the person has a valid concealed handgun permit issued in 
accordance with Article 54B of this Chapter, has a concealed handgun permit considered valid 
under G.S. 14-415.24, or is exempt from obtaining a permit pursuant to G.S. 14-415.25. This 
subdivision shall not be construed to permit a person to carry a handgun on any premises where 
the person in legal possession or control of the premises has posted a conspicuous notice 
prohibiting the carrying of a concealed handgun on the premises in accordance with G.S. 14-
415.11(c). 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-269.4 (2015) 
Weapons on certain State property and in courthouses 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to possess, or carry, whether openly or concealed, any deadly 
weapon, not used solely for instructional or officially sanctioned ceremonial purposes in the 
State Capitol Building, the Executive Mansion, the Western Residence of the Governor, or on 
the grounds of any of these buildings, and in any building housing any court of the General Court 
of Justice. If a court is housed in a building containing nonpublic uses in addition to the court, 
then this prohibition shall apply only to that portion of the building used for court purposes while 
the building is being used for court purposes. 
 
This section shall not apply to any of the following: 
 
(1)  Repealed by S.L. 1997-238, s. 3, effective June 27, 1997. 
 
(1a)  A person exempted by the provisions of G.S. 14-269(b). 
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(2) through (4)  Repealed by S.L. 1997-238, s. 3, effective June 27, 1997, 
 
(4a)  Any person in a building housing a court of the General Court of Justice in possession of a 
weapon for evidentiary purposes, to deliver it to a law-enforcement agency, or for purposes of 
registration. 
 
(4b)  Any district court judge or superior court judge who carries or possesses a concealed 
handgun in a building housing a court of the General Court of Justice if the judge is in the 
building to discharge his or her official duties and the judge has a concealed handgun permit 
issued in accordance with Article 54B of this Chapter or considered valid under G.S. 14-415.24. 
 
(4c)  Firearms in a courthouse, carried by detention officers employed by and authorized by the 
sheriff to carry firearms. 
 
(4d)  Any magistrate who carries or possesses a concealed handgun in any portion of a building 
housing a court of the General Court of Justice other than a courtroom itself unless the magistrate 
is presiding in that courtroom, if the magistrate (i) is in the building to discharge the magistrate's 
official duties, (ii) has a concealed handgun permit issued in accordance with Article 54B of this 
Chapter or considered valid under G.S. 14-415.24, (iii) has successfully completed a one-time 
weapons retention training substantially similar to that provided to certified law enforcement 
officers in North Carolina, and (iv) secures the weapon in a locked compartment when the 
weapon is not on the magistrate's person. 
 
(5)  State-owned rest areas, rest stops along the highways, and State-owned hunting and fishing 
reservations. 
 
(6)  A person with a permit issued in accordance with Article 54B of this Chapter, with a permit 
considered valid under G.S. 14-415.24, or who is exempt from obtaining a permit pursuant 
to G.S. 14-415.25, who has a firearm in a closed compartment or container within the person's 
locked vehicle or in a locked container securely affixed to the person's vehicle. A person may 
unlock the vehicle to enter or exit the vehicle provided the firearm remains in the closed 
compartment at all times and the vehicle is locked immediately following the entrance or exit. 
 
Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-277.2 (2015) 
Weapons at parades, etc., prohibited 
 
(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person participating in, affiliated with, or present as a spectator at 
any parade, funeral procession, picket line, or demonstration upon any private health care facility 
or upon any public place owned or under the control of the State or any of its political 
subdivisions to willfully or intentionally possess or have immediate access to any dangerous 
weapon. Violation of this subsection shall be a Class 1 misdemeanor. It shall be presumed that 
any rifle or gun carried on a rack in a pickup truck at a holiday parade or in a funeral procession 
does not violate the terms of this act. 
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(b)  For the purposes of this section the term "dangerous weapon" shall include those weapons 
specified in G.S. 14-269, 14-269.2, 14-284.1, or 14-288.8 or any other object capable of 
inflicting serious bodily injury or death when used as a weapon. 
 
(c)  The provisions of this section shall not apply to a person exempted by the provisions of G.S. 
14-269(b) or to persons authorized by State or federal law to carry dangerous weapons in the 
performance of their duties or to any person who obtains a permit to carry a dangerous weapon at 
a parade, funeral procession, picket line, or demonstration from the sheriff or police chief, 
whichever is appropriate, of the locality where such parade, funeral procession, picket line, or 
demonstration is to take place. 
 
(d)  The provisions of this section shall not apply to concealed carry of a handgun at a parade or 
funeral procession by a person with a valid permit issued in accordance with Article 54B of this 
Chapter, with a permit considered valid under G.S. 14-415.24, or who is exempt from obtaining 
a permit pursuant to G.S. 14-415.25. This subsection shall not be construed to permit a person to 
carry a concealed handgun on any premises where the person in legal possession or control of the 
premises has posted a conspicuous notice prohibiting the carrying of a concealed handgun on the 
premises in accordance with G.S. 14-415.11(c). 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-403 (2015) 
Permit issued by sheriff; form of permit; expiration of permit  
 
The sheriffs of any and all counties of this State shall issue to any person, firm, or corporation in 
any county a permit to purchase or receive any weapon mentioned in this Article from any 
person, firm, or corporation offering to sell or dispose of the weapon. The permit shall expire 
five years from the date of issuance. The permit shall be in the following form: 
 
North Carolina, 
        County. 
 
I,         , Sheriff of said County, do hereby certify that I have conducted a criminal background 
check of the applicant, whose place of residence is in (or) in Township, County, North Carolina, 
and have received no information to indicate that it would be a violation of State or federal law 
for the applicant to purchase, transfer, receive, or possess a handgun. The applicant has further 
satisfied me as to his, her (or) their good moral character. Therefore, a permit is issued to to 
purchase one pistol from any person, firm or corporation authorized to dispose of the same. 
 
This permit expires five years from its date of issuance. 
 
This day of       ,     .                                                                        
 
Sheriff. 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-409.40 (2015) 
Statewide uniformity of local regulation 
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(a)  It is declared by the General Assembly that the regulation of firearms is properly an issue of 
general, statewide concern, and that the entire field of regulation of firearms is preempted from 
regulation by local governments except as provided by this section. 
 
(a1)  The General Assembly further declares that the lawful design, marketing, manufacture, 
distribution, sale, or transfer of firearms or ammunition to the public is not an unreasonably 
dangerous activity and does not constitute a nuisance per se and furthermore, that it is the 
unlawful use of firearms and ammunition, rather than their lawful design, marketing, 
manufacture, distribution, sale, or transfer that is the proximate cause of injuries arising from 
their unlawful use. This subsection applies only to causes of action brought under subsection (g) 
of this section. 
 
(b)  Unless otherwise permitted by statute, no county or municipality, by ordinance, resolution, 
or other enactment, shall regulate in any manner the possession, ownership, storage, transfer, 
sale, purchase, licensing, or registration of firearms, firearms ammunition, components of 
firearms, dealers in firearms, or dealers in handgun components or parts. 
 
(c)  Notwithstanding subsection (b) of this section, a county or municipality, by zoning or other 
ordinance, may regulate or prohibit the sale of firearms at a location only if there is a lawful, 
general, similar regulation or prohibition of commercial activities at that location. Nothing in this 
subsection shall restrict the right of a county or municipality to adopt a general zoning plan that 
prohibits any commercial activity within a fixed distance of a school or other educational 
institution except with a special use permit issued for a commercial activity found not to pose a 
danger to the health, safety, or general welfare of persons attending the school or educational 
institution within the fixed distance. 
 
(d)  No county or municipality, by zoning or other ordinance, shall regulate in any manner 
firearms shows with regulations more stringent than those applying to shows of other types of 
items. 
 
(e)  A county or municipality may regulate the transport, carrying, or possession of firearms by 
employees of the local unit of government in the course of their employment with that local unit 
of government. 
 
(f)  Nothing contained in this section prohibits municipalities or counties from application of 
their authority under G.S. 153A-129, 160A-189, 14-269, 14-269.2, 14-269.3, 14-269.4, 14-
277.2, 14-415.11, 14-415.23, including prohibiting the possession of firearms in public-owned 
buildings, on the grounds or parking areas of those buildings, or in public parks or recreation 
areas, except nothing in this subsection shall prohibit a person from storing a firearm within a 
motor vehicle while the vehicle is on these grounds or areas. Nothing contained in this section 
prohibits municipalities or counties from exercising powers provided by law in states of 
emergency declared under Article 1A of Chapter 166A of the General Statutes. 
 
(g)  The authority to bring suit and the right to recover against any firearms or ammunition 
marketer, manufacturer, distributor, dealer, seller, or trade association by or on behalf of any 
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governmental unit, created by or pursuant to an act of the General Assembly or the Constitution, 
or any department, agency, or authority thereof, for damages, abatement, injunctive relief, or any 
other remedy resulting from or relating to the lawful design, marketing, manufacture, 
distribution, sale, or transfer of firearms or ammunition to the public is reserved exclusively to 
the State. Any action brought by the State pursuant to this section shall be brought by the 
Attorney General on behalf of the State. This section shall not prohibit a political subdivision or 
local governmental unit from bringing an action against a firearms or ammunition marketer, 
manufacturer, distributor, dealer, seller, or trade association for breach of contract or warranty 
for defect of materials or workmanship as to firearms or ammunition purchased by the political 
subdivision or local governmental unit. 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-415.11 (2015) 
Permit to carry concealed handgun; scope of permit 
 
(a)  Any person who has a concealed handgun permit may carry a concealed handgun unless 
otherwise specifically prohibited by law. The person shall carry the permit together with valid 
identification whenever the person is carrying a concealed handgun, shall disclose to any law 
enforcement officer that the person holds a valid permit and is carrying a concealed handgun 
when approached or addressed by the officer, and shall display both the permit and the proper 
identification upon the request of a law enforcement officer. In addition to these requirements, a 
military permittee whose permit has expired during deployment may carry a concealed handgun 
during the 90 days following the end of deployment and before the permit is renewed provided 
the permittee also displays proof of deployment to any law enforcement officer. 
 
(b)  The sheriff shall issue a permit to carry a concealed handgun to a person who qualifies for a 
permit under G.S. 14-415.12. The permit shall be valid throughout the State for a period of five 
years from the date of issuance. 
 
(c)  Except as provided in G.S. 14-415.27, a permit does not authorize a person to carry a 
concealed handgun in any of the following: 
 
(1)  Areas prohibited by G.S. 14-269.2, 14-269.3, and 14-277.2. 
 
(2)  Areas prohibited by G.S. 14-269.4, except as allowed under G.S. 14-269.4(6). 
 
(3)  In an area prohibited by rule adopted under G.S. 120-32.1. 
 
(4)  In any area prohibited by 18 U.S.C. § 922 or any other federal law. 
 
(5)  In a law enforcement or correctional facility. 
 
(6)  In a building housing only State or federal offices. 
 
(7)  In an office of the State or federal government that is not located in a building exclusively 
occupied by the State or federal government. 
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(8)  On any private premises where notice that carrying a concealed handgun is prohibited by the 
posting of a conspicuous notice or statement by the person in legal possession or control of the 
premises. 
 
(c1)  Any person who has a concealed handgun permit may carry a concealed handgun on the 
grounds or waters of a park within the State Parks System as defined in G.S. 113-44.9. 
 
 
(c2)  It shall be unlawful for a person, with or without a permit, to carry a concealed handgun 
while consuming alcohol or at any time while the person has remaining in the person's body any 
alcohol or in the person's blood a controlled substance previously consumed, but a person does 
not violate this condition if a controlled substance in the person's blood was lawfully obtained 
and taken in therapeutically appropriate amounts or if the person is on the person's own property. 
 
(c3)  As provided in G.S. 14-269.4(5), it shall be lawful for a person to carry any firearm openly, 
or to carry a concealed handgun with a concealed carry permit, at any State-owned rest area, at 
any State-owned rest stop along the highways, and at any State-owned hunting and fishing 
reservation. 
 
(d)  A person who is issued a permit shall notify the sheriff who issued the permit of any change 
in the person's permanent address within 30 days after the change of address. If a permit is lost or 
destroyed, the person to whom the permit was issued shall notify the sheriff who issued the 
permit of the loss or destruction of the permit. A person may obtain a duplicate permit by 
submitting to the sheriff a notarized statement that the permit was lost or destroyed and paying 
the required duplicate permit fee. 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-415.12 (2015) 
Criteria to qualify for the issuance of a permit 
 
(a)  The sheriff shall issue a permit to an applicant if the applicant qualifies under the following 
criteria: 
 
(1)  The applicant is a citizen of the United States and has been a resident of the State 30 days or 
longer immediately preceding the filing of the application. 
 
(2)  The applicant is 21 years of age or older. 
 
(3)  The applicant does not suffer from a physical or mental infirmity that prevents the safe 
handling of a handgun. 
 
(4)  The applicant has successfully completed an approved firearms safety and training course 
which involves the actual firing of handguns and instruction in the laws of this State governing 
the carrying of a concealed handgun and the use of deadly force. The North Carolina Criminal 
Justice Education and Training Standards Commission shall prepare and publish general 
guidelines for courses and qualifications of instructors which would satisfy the requirements of 
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this subdivision. An approved course shall be any course which satisfies the requirements of this 
subdivision and is certified or sponsored by: 
 
a.  The North Carolina Criminal Justice Education and Training Standards Commission, 
 
b.  The National Rifle Association, or 
 
c.  A law enforcement agency, college, private or public institution or organization, or firearms 
training school, taught by instructors certified by the North Carolina Criminal Justice Education 
and Training Standards Commission or the National Rifle Association. 
 
Every instructor of an approved course shall file a copy of the firearms course description, 
outline, and proof of certification annually, or upon modification of the course if more 
frequently, with the North Carolina Criminal Justice Education and Training Standards 
Commission. 
 
(5)  The applicant is not disqualified under subsection (b) of this section. 
 
(b)  The sheriff shall deny a permit to an applicant who: 
 
(1)  Is ineligible to own, possess, or receive a firearm under the provisions of State or federal 
law. 
 
(2)  Is under indictment or against whom a finding of probable cause exists for a felony. 
 
(3)  Has been adjudicated guilty in any court of a felony, unless: (i) the felony is an offense that 
pertains to antitrust violations, unfair trade practices, or restraints of trade, or (ii) the person's 
firearms rights have been restored pursuant to G.S. 14-415.4. 
 
(4)  Is a fugitive from justice. 
 
(5)  Is an unlawful user of, or addicted to marijuana, alcohol, or any depressant, stimulant, or 
narcotic drug, or any other controlled substance as defined in 21 U.S.C. § 802. 
 
(6)  Is currently, or has been previously adjudicated by a court or administratively determined by 
a governmental agency whose decisions are subject to judicial review to be, lacking mental 
capacity or mentally ill. Receipt of previous consultative services or outpatient treatment alone 
shall not disqualify an applicant under this subdivision. 
 
(7)  Is or has been discharged from the Armed Forces of the United States under conditions other 
than honorable. 
 
(8)  Is or has been adjudicated guilty of or received a prayer for judgment continued or 
suspended sentence for one or more crimes of violence constituting a misdemeanor, including 
but not limited to, a violation of a misdemeanor under Article 8 of Chapter 14 of the General 
Statutes, or a violation of a misdemeanor under G.S. 14-225.2, 14-226.1, 14-258.1, 14-269.2, 14-
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269.3, 14-269.4, 14-269.6, 14-276.1, 14-277, 14-277.1, 14-277.2, 14-277.3A, 14-281.1, 14-
283, 14-288.2, 14-288.4(a)(1) or (2), 14-288.6, 14-288.9, former 14-288.12, former 14-288.13, 
former 14-288.14, 14-288.20A, 14-318.2, 14-415.21(b), 14-415.26(d), or former G.S. 14-277.3. 
 
(9)  Has had entry of a prayer for judgment continued for a criminal offense which would 
disqualify the person from obtaining a concealed handgun permit. 
 
(10)  Is free on bond or personal recognizance pending trial, appeal, or sentencing for a crime 
which would disqualify him from obtaining a concealed handgun permit. 
 
(11)  Has been convicted of an impaired driving offense under G.S. 20-138.1, 20-138.2, or 20-
138.3 within three years prior to the date on which the application is submitted. 
 
(c)  An applicant shall not be ineligible to receive a concealed carry permit under subdivision (6) 
of subsection (b) of this section because of an adjudication of mental incapacity or illness or an 
involuntary commitment to mental health services if the individual's rights have been restored 
under G.S. 122C-54.1. 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-415.23 (2015) 
Statewide uniformity 
 
(a)  It is the intent of the General Assembly to prescribe a uniform system for the regulation of 
legally carrying a concealed handgun. To insure uniformity, no political subdivisions, boards, or 
agencies of the State nor any county, city, municipality, municipal corporation, town, township, 
village, nor any department or agency thereof, may enact ordinances, rules, or regulations 
concerning legally carrying a concealed handgun. A unit of local government may adopt an 
ordinance to permit the posting of a prohibition against carrying a concealed handgun, in 
accordance with G.S. 14-415.11(c), on local government buildings and their appurtenant 
premises. 
 
(b)  A unit of local government may adopt an ordinance to prohibit, by posting, the carrying of a 
concealed handgun on municipal and county recreational facilities that are specifically identified 
by the unit of local government. If a unit of local government adopts such an ordinance with 
regard to recreational facilities, then the concealed handgun permittee may, nevertheless, secure 
the handgun in a locked vehicle within the trunk, glove box, or other enclosed compartment or 
area within or on the motor vehicle. 
 
(c)  For purposes of this section, the term "recreational facilities" includes only the following: 
 
(1)  An athletic field, including any appurtenant facilities such as restrooms, during an organized 
athletic event if the field had been scheduled for use with the municipality or county office 
responsible for operation of the park or recreational area. 
 
(2)  A swimming pool, including any appurtenant facilities used for dressing, storage of personal 
items, or other uses relating to the swimming pool. 
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(3)  A facility used for athletic events, including, but not limited to, a gymnasium. 
 
(d)  For the purposes of this section, the term "recreational facilities" does not include any 
greenway, designated biking or walking path, an area that is customarily used as a walkway or 
bike path although not specifically designated for such use, open areas or fields where athletic 
events may occur unless the area qualifies as an "athletic field" pursuant to subdivision (1) of 
subsection (c) of this section, and any other area that is not specifically described in subsection 
(c) of this section. 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-415.24 (2015) 
Reciprocity; out-of-state handgun permits 
 
(a)  A valid concealed handgun permit or license issued by another state is valid in North 
Carolina. 
 
(b)  Repealed by Session Laws 2011-268, s. 22(a), effective December 1, 2011. 
 
(c)  Every 12 months after the effective date of this subsection, the Department of Justice shall 
make written inquiry of the concealed handgun permitting authorities in each other state as to: (i) 
whether a North Carolina resident may carry a concealed handgun in their state based upon 
having a valid North Carolina concealed handgun permit and (ii) whether a North Carolina 
resident may apply for a concealed handgun permit in that state based upon having a valid North 
Carolina concealed handgun permit. The Department of Justice shall attempt to secure from each 
state permission for North Carolina residents who hold a valid North Carolina concealed 
handgun permit to carry a concealed handgun in that state, either on the basis of the North 
Carolina permit or on the basis that the North Carolina permit is sufficient to permit the issuance 
of a similar license or permit by the other state. 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 160A-189 (2015) 
Firearms 
 
A city may by ordinance regulate, restrict, or prohibit the discharge of firearms at any time or 
place within the city except when used in defense of person or property or  pursuant to lawful 
directions of law-enforcement officers, and may regulate the display of firearms on the streets, 
sidewalks, alleys, or other public property. Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit a 
city's authority to take action under Article 1A of Chapter 166A of the General Statutes. 
 
Charlotte, N.C. Ordinance § 15-14 (2015) 
Possession of dangerous weapons 
 
For the purposes of this section, the term "dangerous weapon" shall be defined as any object or 
device designed or intended to be used to inflict serious injury upon persons or property, 
including, but not limited to, firearms; knives of any kind or type having a blade in excess of 3 
inches in length, except when used solely for preparation of food, instruction or maintenance; 
razors and razor blades, except when used solely for personal shaving; metallic knuckles; clubs, 
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blackjacks and nightsticks; dynamite cartridges, bombs, grenades, mines and other powerful 
explosives; slingshots; shurikins; stun guns; and loaded canes. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to carry, possess or have within his immediate access any 
dangerous weapon while in or upon any real property owned (except property owned by the city 
and leased to some other person or organization), leased, as lessee, or otherwise temporarily 
controlled by the city, whether such property is located within or outside the corporate city 
limits. 
 
This section shall not apply to the following persons while acting lawfully and within the scope 
of their duties and authority: 
 
Law enforcement officers. 
 
Officers and soldiers of the armed forces, militia and national guard. 
 
Any person who carries a dangerous weapon onto the premises of Charlotte/Douglas 
International Airport for the sole purpose of shipping the weapon by air in compliance with 
federal and state laws and regulations. 
 
Persons specifically authorized by state or federal law to carry firearms in the performance of 
their jobs. 
 
Any other person authorized, in writing, by the city manager or his designee to carry or possess 
dangerous weapons while in or upon specified public property. The city manager may 
promulgate guidelines for the issuance of permits for the possession of dangerous weapons on 
public property. The purpose of the guidelines shall be to ensure that permits are issued only for 
lawful purposes and in circumstances which present no threat to the safety and welfare of any 
person. 
 
This section shall not prohibit the lawful possession or carrying of dangerous weapons on the 
public streets and sidewalks, except as provided in section 15-18. 
 
North Dakota 
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-01-03 (2015)  
Limitation on authority of political subdivision regarding firearms 
 
A political subdivision, including home rule cities or counties, may not enact any ordinance 
relating to the purchase, sale, ownership, possession, transfer of ownership, registration, or 
licensure of firearms and ammunition which is more restrictive than state law. All such existing 
ordinances are void. 
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-02-04 (2015)  
Possession of firearm or dangerous weapon in liquor establishment prohibited –Penalty-
Exceptions 
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1.  An individual who enters or remains in that part of the establishment that is set aside for the 
retail sale of alcoholic beverages and the consumption of purchased alcoholic beverages or used 
as a gaming site at which bingo is the primary gaming activity while that individual knowingly 
possesses a firearm or dangerous weapon is guilty of a class A misdemeanor. In addition, an 
individual is guilty of an offense under this section for the knowing possession of a device that 
uses a projectile and voltage in the part of an establishment that is set aside for the retail sale and 
consumption of alcoholic beverages. 
 
2.  This section does not apply to: 
 
a.  A law enforcement officer. 
 
b.  The proprietor. 
 
c.  The proprietor’s employee. 
 
d.  A designee of the proprietor when the designee is displaying an unloaded firearm or 
dangerous weapon as a prize or sale item in a raffle or auction. 
 
e.  Private security personnel while on duty for the purpose of delivering or receiving moneys 
used at the liquor establishment or at the gaming site at which bingo is the primary gaming 
activity. 
 
f.  The restaurant part of an establishment if an individual under twenty-one years of age is not 
prohibited in that part of the establishment. 
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-02-05 (2015)  
Possession of a firearm or dangerous weapon at a public gathering - Penalty - Application 

 
1.  An individual who knowingly possesses a firearm or dangerous weapon at a public gathering 
is guilty of a class B misdemeanor. For the purpose of this section, “public gathering” means an 
athletic or sporting event, a school, a church, and a publicly owned or operated building. 
 
2.  This section does not apply to: 
 
a.  A law enforcement officer; 
 
b.  A member of the armed forces of the United States or national guard, organized reserves, 
state defense forces, or state guard organizations, when on duty; 
 
c.  A competitor participating in an organized sport shooting event; 
 
d.  A gun or antique show; 
 
e.  A participant using a blank cartridge firearm at a sporting or theatrical event; 
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f.  A firearm or dangerous weapon carried in a temporary residence or motor vehicle; 
 
g.  A student and an instructor at a hunter safety class; 
 
h.  Private security personnel while on duty; 
 
i.  A state or federal park; 
 
j.  An instructor, a test administrator, an official, or a participant in educational, training, cultural, 
or competitive events involving the authorized use of a dangerous weapon if the event occurs 
with permission of the person or entity with authority over the function or premises in question; 
 
k.  An individual in a publicly owned or operated rest area or restroom; 
 
l.  An individual possessing a valid concealed weapons license from this state or who has 
reciprocity under section 62.1-04-03.1 authorizing the individual to carry a dangerous weapon 
concealed if the individual is in a church building or other place of worship and has the approval 
to carry in the church building or other place of worship by a primary religious leader of the 
church or other place of worship or the governing body of the church or other place of worship. 
If a church or other place of worship authorizes an individual to carry a concealed weapon, local 
law enforcement must be informed of the name of the authorized individual; and 
 
m.  A municipal court judge, a district court judge, a staff member of the office of attorney 
general, and a retired North Dakota law enforcement officer, if the individual maintains the same 
level of firearms proficiency as is required by the peace officer standards and training board for 
law enforcement officers. A local law enforcement agency shall issue a certificate of compliance 
under this section to an individual who is proficient. 
 
3.  This section does not prevent any political subdivision from enacting an ordinance that is less 
restrictive than this section relating to the possession of firearms or dangerous weapons at a 
public gathering. An enacted ordinance supersedes this section within the jurisdiction of the 
political subdivision. 
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-02-10 (2015)  
Carrying loaded firearm in certain vehicles prohibited-Penalty - Exceptions 
 
An individual may not keep or carry a loaded firearm in or on any motor vehicle, including an 
off-highway vehicle or snowmobile in this state. An individual violating this section is guilty of a 
class B misdemeanor. This prohibition does not apply to: 
 
1.  A member of the armed forces of the United States or national guard, organized reserves, 
state defense forces, or state guard organizations while possessing the firearm issued to the 
member by the organization and while on official duty. 
 
2.  A law enforcement officer. 
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3.  An individual possessing a valid concealed weapons license from this state or who has 
reciprocity under section 62.1-04-03.1 with a handgun, or with a rifle or shotgun if not in the 
field hunting or trapping. 
 
4.  An individual in the field engaged in lawful hunting or trapping of nongame species or fur-
bearing animals. 
 
5.  A security guard or private investigator properly licensed to carry firearms. 
 
6.  An individual possessing a valid special permit issued pursuant to section 20.1-02-05. 
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-03-01 (2015) 
Carrying handgun - Restrictions - Exceptions 
 
1.  A handgun may not be carried unless by an individual not otherwise prohibited and if: 
 
a.  Between the hours of one hour before sunrise and one hour after sunset, the handgun is 
unloaded and either in plain view or secured. 
 
b.  Between the hours of one hour after sunset and one hour before sunrise, the handgun is 
unloaded and secured. 
 
2.  The restrictions provided in subdivisions a and b of subsection 1 do not apply to: 
 
a.  An individual possessing a valid concealed weapons license from this state or who has 
reciprocity under section 62.1-04-03.1. 
 
b.  An individual on that person’s land, or in that individual’s permanent or temporary residence, 
or fixed place of business. 
 
c.  An individual while lawfully engaged in target shooting. 
 
d.  An individual while in the field engaging in the lawful pursuit of hunting or trapping. 
However, nothing in this exception authorizes the carrying of a loaded handgun in a motor 
vehicle. 
 
e.  An individual permitted by law to possess a firearm while carrying the handgun unloaded and 
in a secure wrapper from the place of purchase to that person’s home or place of business, or to a 
place of repair or back from those locations. 
 
f.  Any North Dakota law enforcement officer. 
 
g.  Any law enforcement officer of any other state or political subdivision of another state if on 
official duty within this state. 
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h.  Any armed security guard or investigator as authorized by law when on duty or going to or 
from duty. 
 
i.  Any member of the armed forces of the United States when on duty or going to or from duty 
and when carrying the handgun issued to the member. 
 
j.  Any member of the national guard, organized reserves, state defense forces, or state guard 
organizations, when on duty or going to or from duty and when carrying the handgun issued to 
the member by the organization. 
 
k.  Any officer or employee of the United States duly authorized to carry a handgun. 
 
l.  An individual engaged in manufacturing, repairing, or dealing in handguns or the agent or 
representative of that individual possessing, using, or carrying a handgun in the usual or ordinary 
course of the business. 
 
m.  Any common carrier, but only when carrying the handgun as part of the cargo in the usual 
cargo carrying portion of the vehicle. 
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-04-01 (2015)  
Definition of concealed 
  
A firearm or dangerous weapon is concealed if it is carried in such a manner as to not be 
discernible by the ordinary observation of a passerby. There is no requirement that there be 
absolute invisibility of the firearm or dangerous weapon, merely that it not be ordinarily 
discernible. A firearm or dangerous weapon is considered concealed if it is not secured, and is 
worn under clothing or carried in a bundle that is held or carried by the individual, or transported 
in a vehicle under the individual’s control or direction and available to the individual, including 
beneath the seat or in a glove compartment. A firearm or dangerous weapon is not considered 
concealed if it is: 
 
1.  Carried in a belt holster which is wholly or substantially visible or carried in a case designed 
for carrying a firearm or dangerous weapon and which is wholly or substantially visible; 
 
2.  Locked in a closed trunk or luggage compartment of a motor vehicle; 
 
3.  Carried in the field while lawfully engaged in hunting, trapping, or target shooting, whether 
visible or not; or 
 
4.  Carried by any person permitted by law to possess a handgun unloaded and in a secure 
wrapper from the place of purchase to that person’s home or place of business, or to a place of 
repair, or back from those locations. 
 
5.  A bow and arrow, rifle, shotgun, unloaded handgun, or a weapon that will expel, or is readily 
capable of expelling, a projectile by the action of a spring, compressed air, or compressed gas 
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including any such weapon commonly referred to as a BB gun, air rifle, or CO2 gun, while 
carried in a motor vehicle. 
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-04-02 (2015)  
Carrying concealed firearms or dangerous weapons prohibited 
 
An individual, other than a law enforcement officer, may not carry any firearm or dangerous 
weapon concealed unless the individual is licensed to do so or exempted under this chapter.  
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-04-03.1 (2015) 
Reciprocity 
 
A person who has a valid license issued by another state to carry a concealed firearm or 
dangerous weapon in that state and whose state grants to residents of this state the right to carry a 
concealed firearm or dangerous weapon without requiring a separate license to carry a concealed 
firearm or dangerous weapon issued by that state may carry, subject to the provisions of this 
state's law, a concealed firearm or dangerous weapon in this state, and the other state's license is 
valid in this state. 
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-04-04 (2015) 
Producing license on demand 
 
Every person while carrying a concealed firearm or dangerous weapon, for which a license to 
carry concealed is required, shall have on one's person the license issued by this or another state 
and shall give it to any law enforcement officer for an inspection upon demand by the officer. 
The failure of any person to give the license to the officer is prima facie evidence that the person 
is illegally carrying a firearm or dangerous weapon concealed. 
 
N.D. Cent. Code § 62.1-04-05 (2015) 
Penalty 
 
Any person who violates this chapter is guilty of a class A misdemeanor 
 
Ohio  
 
Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 2923.11 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Definitions 
 
As used in sections 2923.11 to 2923.24 of the Revised Code: 
 
(A)  “Deadly weapon” means any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and 
designed or specially adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 
 
(B)   
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-457

(1)  “Firearm” means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more 
projectiles by the action of an explosive or combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an 
unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily be rendered operable. 
 
(2)  When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more 
projectiles by the action of an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon 
circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited to, the representations and actions of the 
individual exercising control over the firearm. 
 
(C)  “Handgun” means any of the following: 
 
(1)  Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single 
hand; 
 
(2)  Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (C)(1) of this 
section can be assembled. 
 
(D)  “Semi-automatic firearm” means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single 
cartridge and automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function 
of the trigger. 
 
(E)  “Automatic firearm” means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of 
cartridges with a single function of the trigger. 
 
(F)  “Sawed-off firearm” means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle 
with a barrel less than sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long 
overall. 
 
(G)  “Zip-gun” means any of the following: 
 
(1)  Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 
 
(2)  Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, 
but that is specially adapted for use as a firearm; 
 
(3)  Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but 
that as designed is capable of use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 
 
(H)  “Explosive device” means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm 
to persons or property by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or 
agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive device” includes without limitation any bomb, any 
explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-458 

(I)  “Incendiary device” means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to 
cause physical harm to persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary 
substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 
 
(J)  “Ballistic knife” means a knife with a detachable blade that is propelled by a spring-operated 
mechanism. 
 
(K)  “Dangerous ordnance” means any of the following, except as provided in division (L) of 
this section: 
 
(1)  Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 
 
(2)  Any explosive device or incendiary device; 
 
(3)  Nitroglycerin, nitrocellulose, nitrostarch, PETN, cyclonite, TNT, picric acid, and other high 
explosives; amatol, tritonal, tetrytol, pentolite, pecretol, cyclotol, and other high explosive 
compositions; plastic explosives; dynamite, blasting gelatin, gelatin dynamite, sensitized 
ammonium nitrate, liquid-oxygen blasting explosives, blasting powder, and other blasting 
agents; and any other explosive substance having sufficient brisance or power to be particularly 
suitable for use as a military explosive, or for use in mining, quarrying, excavating, or 
demolitions; 
 
(4)  Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or 
similar weapon, designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that 
weapon; 
 
(5)  Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 
 
(6)  Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or 
other device into a dangerous ordnance. 
 
(L)  “Dangerous ordnance” does not include any of the following: 
 
(1)  Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and 
regardless of its actual age, that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or 
that is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 
 
(2)  Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military 
weapon as issued or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an 
automatic or sawed-off firearm; 
 
(3)  Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted 
use prior to 1887, has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil 
and returning the tube into battery without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for 
use only with black powder; 
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(4)  Black powder, priming quills, and percussion caps possessed and lawfully used to fire a 
cannon of a type defined in division (L)(3) of this section during displays, celebrations, 
organized matches or shoots, and target practice, and smokeless and black powder, primers, and 
percussion caps possessed and lawfully used as a propellant or ignition device in small-arms or 
small-arms ammunition; 
 
(5)  Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or 
activated, and that is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 
 
(6)  Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to 
the “Gun Control Act of 1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations 
issued under that act. 
 
(M)  “Explosive” means any chemical compound, mixture, or device, the primary or common 
purpose of which is to function by explosion. “Explosive” includes all materials that have been 
classified as division 1.1, division 1.2, division 1.3, or division 1.4 explosives by the United 
States department of transportation in its regulations and includes, but is not limited to, 
dynamite, black powder, pellet powders, initiating explosives, blasting caps, electric blasting 
caps, safety fuses, fuse igniters, squibs, cordeau detonant fuses, instantaneous fuses, and igniter 
cords and igniters. “Explosive” does not include “fireworks,” as defined in section 3743.01 of 
the Revised Code, or any substance or material otherwise meeting the definition of explosive set 
forth in this section that is manufactured, sold, possessed, transported, stored, or used in any 
activity described in section 3743.80 of the Revised Code, provided the activity is conducted in 
accordance with all applicable laws, rules, and regulations, including, but not limited to, the 
provisions of section 3743.80 of the Revised Code and the rules of the fire marshal adopted 
pursuant to section 3737.82 of the Revised Code. 
 
(N)   
 
(1)  “Concealed handgun license” or “license to carry a concealed handgun” means, subject to 
division (N)(2) of this section, a license or temporary emergency license to carry a concealed 
handgun issued under section 2923.125 or 2923.1213 of the Revised Code or a license to carry a 
concealed handgun issued by another state with which the attorney general has entered into a 
reciprocity agreement under section 109.69 of the Revised Code. 
 
(2)  A reference in any provision of the Revised Code to a concealed handgun license issued 
under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code or a license to carry a concealed handgun issued 
under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code means only a license of the type that is specified in 
that section. A reference in any provision of the Revised Code to a concealed handgun license 
issued under section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code, a license to carry a concealed handgun 
issued under section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code, or a license to carry a concealed handgun 
on a temporary emergency basis means only a license of the type that is specified in section 
2923.1213 of the Revised Code. A reference in any provision of the Revised Code to a concealed 
handgun license issued by another state or a license to carry a concealed handgun issued by 
another state means only a license issued by another state with which the attorney general has 
entered into a reciprocity agreement under section 109.69 of the Revised Code. 
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(O)  “Valid concealed handgun license” or “valid license to carry a concealed handgun” means a 
concealed handgun license that is currently valid, that is not under a suspension under division 
(A)(1) of section 2923.128 of the Revised Code, under section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code, 
or under a suspension provision of the state other than this state in which the license was issued, 
and that has not been revoked under division (B)(1) of section 2923.128 of the Revised Code, 
under section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code, or under a revocation provision of the state other 
than this state in which the license was issued. 
 
(P)   “Misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year” does not include 
any of the following: 
 
(1)   Any federal or state offense pertaining to antitrust violations, unfair trade practices, 
restraints of trade, or other similar offenses relating to the regulation of business practices; 
 
(2)      Any misdemeanor offense punishable by a term of imprisonment of two years or less. 
 
(Q)  “Alien registration number” means the number issued by the United States citizenship and 
immigration services agency that is located on the alien’s permanent resident card and may also 
be commonly referred to as the “USCIS number” or the “alien number.” 
 
Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 2923.12 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Carrying concealed weapons 
 
(A)  No person shall knowingly carry or have, concealed on the person’s person or concealed 
ready at hand, any of the following: 
 
(1)  A deadly weapon other than a handgun; 
 
(2)  A handgun other than a dangerous ordnance; 
 
(3)  A dangerous ordnance. 
 
(B)  No person who has been issued a concealed handgun license shall do any of the following: 
 
(1)  If the person is stopped for a law enforcement purpose and is carrying a concealed handgun, 
fail to promptly inform any law enforcement officer who approaches the person after the person 
has been stopped that the person has been issued a concealed handgun license and that the person 
then is carrying a concealed handgun; 
 
(2)  If the person is stopped for a law enforcement purpose and is carrying a concealed handgun, 
knowingly fail to keep the person’s hands in plain sight at any time after any law enforcement 
officer begins approaching the person while stopped and before the law enforcement officer 
leaves, unless the failure is pursuant to and in accordance with directions given by a law 
enforcement officer; 
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(3)  If the person is stopped for a law enforcement purpose, if the person is carrying a concealed 
handgun, and if the person is approached by any law enforcement officer while stopped, 
knowingly remove or attempt to remove the loaded handgun from the holster, pocket, or other 
place in which the person is carrying it, knowingly grasp or hold the loaded handgun, or 
knowingly have contact with the loaded handgun by touching it with the person’s hands or 
fingers at any time after the law enforcement officer begins approaching and before the law 
enforcement officer leaves, unless the person removes, attempts to remove, grasps, holds, or has 
contact with the loaded handgun pursuant to and in accordance with directions given by the law 
enforcement officer; 
 
(4)  If the person is stopped for a law enforcement purpose and is carrying a concealed handgun, 
knowingly disregard or fail to comply with any lawful order of any law enforcement officer 
given while the person is stopped, including, but not limited to, a specific order to the person to 
keep the person’s hands in plain sight. 
 
(C)   
 
(1)  This section does not apply to any of the following: 
 
(a)  An officer, agent, or employee of this or any other state or the United States, or to a law 
enforcement officer, who is authorized to carry concealed weapons or dangerous ordnance or is 
authorized to carry handguns and is acting within the scope of the officer’s, agent’s, or 
employee’s duties; 
 
(b)  Any person who is employed in this state, who is authorized to carry concealed weapons or 
dangerous ordnance or is authorized to carry handguns, and who is subject to and in compliance 
with the requirements of section 109.801 of the Revised Code, unless the appointing authority of 
the person has expressly specified that the exemption provided in division (C)(1)(b) of this 
section does not apply to the person; 
 
(c)  A person’s transportation or storage of a firearm, other than a firearm described in divisions 
(G) to (M) of section 2923.11 of the Revised Code, in a motor vehicle for any lawful purpose if 
the firearm is not on the actor’s person; 
 
(d)  A person’s storage or possession of a firearm, other than a firearm described in divisions (G) 
to (M) of section 2923.11 of the Revised Code, in the actor’s own home for any lawful purpose. 
 
(2)  Division (A)(2) of this section does not apply to any person who, at the time of the alleged 
carrying or possession of a handgun, is carrying a valid concealed handgun license, unless the 
person knowingly is in a place described in division (B) of section 2923.126 of the Revised 
Code. 
 
(D)  It is an affirmative defense to a charge under division (A)(1) of this section of carrying or 
having control of a weapon other than a handgun and other than a dangerous ordnance that the 
actor was not otherwise prohibited by law from having the weapon and that any of the following 
applies: 
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(1)  The weapon was carried or kept ready at hand by the actor for defensive purposes while the 
actor was engaged in or was going to or from the actor’s lawful business or occupation, which 
business or occupation was of a character or was necessarily carried on in a manner or at a time 
or place as to render the actor particularly susceptible to criminal attack, such as would justify a 
prudent person in going armed. 
 
(2)  The weapon was carried or kept ready at hand by the actor for defensive purposes while the 
actor was engaged in a lawful activity and had reasonable cause to fear a criminal attack upon 
the actor, a member of the actor’s family, or the actor’s home, such as would justify a prudent 
person in going armed. 
 
(3)  The weapon was carried or kept ready at hand by the actor for any lawful purpose and while 
in the actor’s own home. 
 
(E)  No person who is charged with a violation of this section shall be required to obtain a 
concealed handgun license as a condition for the dismissal of the charge. 
 
(F)   
 
(1)  Whoever violates this section is guilty of carrying concealed weapons. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division or division (F)(2) of this section, carrying concealed weapons in 
violation of division (A) of this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division or division (F)(2) of this section, if the offender previously has been 
convicted of a violation of this section or of any offense of violence, if the weapon involved is a 
firearm that is either loaded or for which the offender has ammunition ready at hand, or if the 
weapon involved is dangerous ordnance, carrying concealed weapons in violation of division (A) 
of this section is a felony of the fourth degree. Except as otherwise provided in division (F)(2) of 
this section, if the offense is committed aboard an aircraft, or with purpose to carry a concealed 
weapon aboard an aircraft, regardless of the weapon involved, carrying concealed weapons in 
violation of division (A) of this section is a felony of the third degree. 
 
(2)  If a person being arrested for a violation of division (A)(2) of this section promptly produces 
a valid concealed handgun license, and if at the time of the violation the person was not 
knowingly in a place described in division (B) of section 2923.126 of the Revised Code, the 
officer shall not arrest the person for a violation of that division. If the person is not able to 
promptly produce any concealed handgun license and if the person is not in a place described in 
that section, the officer may arrest the person for a violation of that division, and the offender 
shall be punished as follows: 
 
(a)  The offender shall be guilty of a minor misdemeanor if both of the following apply: 
 
(i)  Within ten days after the arrest, the offender presents a concealed handgun license, which 
license was valid at the time of the arrest to the law enforcement agency that employs the 
arresting officer. 
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(ii)  At the time of the arrest, the offender was not knowingly in a place described in division (B) 
of section 2923.126 of the Revised Code. 
 
(b)  The offender shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined five hundred dollars if all 
of the following apply: 
 
(i)  The offender previously had been issued a concealed handgun license, and that license 
expired within the two years immediately preceding the arrest. 
 
(ii)  Within forty-five days after the arrest, the offender presents a concealed handgun license to 
the law enforcement agency that employed the arresting officer, and the offender waives in 
writing the offender’s right to a speedy trial on the charge of the violation that is provided in 
section 2945.71 of the Revised Code. 
 
(iii)  At the time of the commission of the offense, the offender was not knowingly in a place 
described in division (B) of section 2923.126 of the Revised Code. 
 
(c)  If neither division (F)(2)(a) nor (b) of this section applies, the offender shall be punished 
under division (F)(1) of this section. 
 
(3)  Except as otherwise provided in this division, carrying concealed weapons in violation of 
division (B)(1) of this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree, and, in addition to any other 
penalty or sanction imposed for a violation of division (B)(1) of this section, the offender’s 
concealed handgun license shall be suspended pursuant to division (A)(2) of section 2923.128 of 
the Revised Code. If, at the time of the stop of the offender for a law enforcement purpose that 
was the basis of the violation, any law enforcement officer involved with the stop had actual 
knowledge that the offender has been issued a concealed handgun license, carrying concealed 
weapons in violation of division (B)(1) of this section is a minor misdemeanor, and the 
offender’s concealed handgun license shall not be suspended pursuant to division (A)(2) of 
section 2923.128 of the Revised Code. 
 
(4)  Carrying concealed weapons in violation of division (B)(2) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the first degree or, if the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded 
guilty to a violation of division (B)(2) or (4) of this section, a felony of the fifth degree. In 
addition to any other penalty or sanction imposed for a misdemeanor violation of division (B)(2) 
or (4) of this section, the offender’s concealed handgun license shall be suspended pursuant to 
division (A)(2) of section 2923.128 of the Revised Code. 
 
(5)  Carrying concealed weapons in violation of division (B)(3) of this section is a felony of the 
fifth degree. 
 
(G)  If a law enforcement officer stops a person to question the person regarding a possible 
violation of this section, for a traffic stop, or for any other law enforcement purpose, if the person 
surrenders a firearm to the officer, either voluntarily or pursuant to a request or demand of the 
officer, and if the officer does not charge the person with a violation of this section or arrest the 
person for any offense, the person is not otherwise prohibited by law from possessing the 
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firearm, and the firearm is not contraband, the officer shall return the firearm to the person at the 
termination of the stop. If a court orders a law enforcement officer to return a firearm to a person 
pursuant to the requirement set forth in this division, division (B) of section 2923.163 of the 
Revised Code applies. 
 
Ohio. Rev. Code § 2923.125 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Application for license to carry concealed handgun; issuance, renewal 
 
It is the intent of the general assembly that Ohio concealed handgun license law be compliant 
with the national instant criminal background check system, that the bureau of alcohol, tobacco, 
firearms and explosives is able to determine that Ohio law is compliant with the national instant 
criminal background check system, and that no person shall be eligible to receive a concealed 
handgun license permit under section 2923.125 or 2923.1213 of the Revised Code unless the 
person is eligible lawfully to receive or possess a firearm in the United States. 
 
(A)  This section applies with respect to the application for and issuance by this state of 
concealed handgun licenses other than concealed handgun licenses on a temporary emergency 
basis that are issued under section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code. Upon the request of a person 
who wishes to obtain a concealed handgun license with respect to which this section applies or to 
renew a concealed handgun license with respect to which this section applies, a sheriff, as 
provided in division (I) of this section, shall provide to the person free of charge an application 
form and the web site address at which a printable version of the application form that can be 
downloaded and the pamphlet described in division (B) of section 109.731 of the Revised Code 
may be found. A sheriff shall accept a completed application form and the fee, items, materials, 
and information specified in divisions (B)(1) to (5) of this section at the times and in the manners 
described in division (I) of this section. 
 
(B)  An applicant for a concealed handgun license who is a resident of this state shall submit a 
completed application form and all of the material and information described in divisions (B)(1) 
to (6) of this section to the sheriff of the county in which the applicant resides or to the sheriff of 
any county adjacent to the county in which the applicant resides. An applicant for a license who 
resides in another state shall submit a completed application form and all of the material and 
information described in divisions (B)(1) to (7) of this section to the sheriff of the county in 
which the applicant is employed or to the sheriff of any county adjacent to the county in which 
the applicant is employed: 
 
(1)   
 
(a)  A nonrefundable license fee as described in either of the following: 
 
(i)  For an applicant who has been a resident of this state for five or more years, a fee of sixty-
seven dollars; 
 
(ii)  For an applicant who has been a resident of this state for less than five years or who is not a 
resident of this state, but who is employed in this state, a fee of sixty-seven dollars plus the actual 
cost of having a background check performed by the federal bureau of investigation. 
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(b)  No sheriff shall require an applicant to pay for the cost of a background check performed by 
the bureau of criminal identification and investigation. 
 
(c)  A sheriff shall waive the payment of the license fee described in division (B)(1)(a) of this 
section in connection with an initial or renewal application for a license that is submitted by an 
applicant who is a retired peace officer, a retired person described in division (B)(1)(b) of section 
109.77 of the Revised Code, or a retired federal law enforcement officer who, prior to retirement, 
was authorized under federal law to carry a firearm in the course of duty, unless the retired peace 
officer, person, or federal law enforcement officer retired as the result of a mental disability. 
 
(d)  The sheriff shall deposit all fees paid by an applicant under division (B)(1)(a) of this section 
into the sheriff’s concealed handgun license issuance fund established pursuant to section 311.42 
of the Revised Code. The county shall distribute the fees in accordance with section 311.42 of 
the Revised Code. 
 
(2)  A color photograph of the applicant that was taken within thirty days prior to the date of the 
application; 
 
(3)  One or more of the following competency certifications, each of which shall reflect that, 
regarding a certification described in division (B)(3)(a), (b), (c), (e), or (f) of this section, within 
the three years immediately preceding the application the applicant has performed that to which 
the competency certification relates and that, regarding a certification described in division 
(B)(3)(d) of this section, the applicant currently is an active or reserve member of the armed 
forces of the United States or within the ten years immediately preceding the application the 
honorable discharge or retirement to which the competency certification relates occurred: 
 
(a)  An original or photocopy of a certificate of completion of a firearms safety, training, or 
requalification or firearms safety instructor course, class, or program that was offered by or 
under the auspices of a national gun advocacy organization and that complies with the 
requirements set forth in division (G) of this section; 
 
(b)  An original or photocopy of a certificate of completion of a firearms safety, training, or 
requalification or firearms safety instructor course, class, or program that satisfies all of the 
following criteria: 
 
(i)  It was open to members of the general public. 
 
(ii)  It utilized qualified instructors who were certified by a national gun advocacy organization, 
the executive director of the Ohio peace officer training commission pursuant to section 109.75 
or 109.78 of the Revised Code, or a governmental official or entity of another state. 
 
(iii)  It was offered by or under the auspices of a law enforcement agency of this or another state 
or the United States, a public or private college, university, or other similar postsecondary 
educational institution located in this or another state, a firearms training school located in this or 
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another state, or another type of public or private entity or organization located in this or another 
state. 
 
(iv)  It complies with the requirements set forth in division (G) of this section. 
 
(c)  An original or photocopy of a certificate of completion of a state, county, municipal, or 
department of natural resources peace officer training school that is approved by the executive 
director of the Ohio peace officer training commission pursuant to section 109.75 of the Revised 
Code and that complies with the requirements set forth in division (G) of this section, or the 
applicant has satisfactorily completed and been issued a certificate of completion of a basic 
firearms training program, a firearms requalification training program, or another basic training 
program described in section 109.78 or 109.801 of the Revised Code that complies with the 
requirements set forth in division (G) of this section; 
 
(d)  A document that evidences both of the following: 
 
(i)  That the applicant is an active or reserve member of the armed forces of the United States, 
has retired from or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed 
forces of the United States, is a retired trooper of the state highway patrol, or is a retired peace 
officer or federal law enforcement officer described in division (B)(1) of this section or a retired 
person described in division (B)(1)(b) of section 109.77 of the Revised Code and division (B)(1) 
of this section; 
 
(ii)  That, through participation in the military service or through the former employment 
described in division (B)(3)(d)(i) of this section, the applicant acquired experience with handling 
handguns or other firearms, and the experience so acquired was equivalent to training that the 
applicant could have acquired in a course, class, or program described in division (B)(3)(a), (b), 
or (c) of this section. 
 
(e)  A certificate or another similar document that evidences satisfactory completion of a 
firearms training, safety, or requalification or firearms safety instructor course, class, or program 
that is not otherwise described in division (B)(3)(a), (b), (c), or (d) of this section, that was 
conducted by an instructor who was certified by an official or entity of the government of this or 
another state or the United States or by a national gun advocacy organization, and that complies 
with the requirements set forth in division (G) of this section; 
 
(f)  An affidavit that attests to the applicant’s satisfactory completion of a course, class, or 
program described in division (B)(3)(a), (b), (c), or (e) of this section and that is subscribed by 
the applicant’s instructor or an authorized representative of the entity that offered the course, 
class, or program or under whose auspices the course, class, or program was offered; 
 
(g)  A document that evidences that the applicant has successfully completed the Ohio peace 
officer training program described in section 109.79 of the Revised Code. 
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(4)  A certification by the applicant that the applicant has read the pamphlet prepared by the Ohio 
peace officer training commission pursuant to section 109.731 of the Revised Code that reviews 
firearms, dispute resolution, and use of deadly force matters. 
 
(5)  A set of fingerprints of the applicant provided as described in section 311.41 of the Revised 
Code through use of an electronic fingerprint reading device or, if the sheriff to whom the 
application is submitted does not possess and does not have ready access to the use of such a 
reading device, on a standard impression sheet prescribed pursuant to division (C)(2) of section 
109.572 of the Revised Code. 
 
(6)  If the applicant is not a citizen or national of the United States, the name of the applicant’s 
country of citizenship and the applicant’s alien registration number issued by the United States 
citizenship and immigration services agency. 
 
(7)  If the applicant resides in another state, adequate proof of employment in Ohio. 
 
(C)  Upon receipt of the completed application form, supporting documentation, and, if not 
waived, license fee of an applicant under this section, a sheriff, in the manner specified in section 
311.41 of the Revised Code, shall conduct or cause to be conducted the criminal records check 
and the incompetency records check described in section 311.41 of the Revised Code. 
 
(D)   
 
(1)  Except as provided in division (D)(3) of this section, within forty-five days after a sheriff’s 
receipt of an applicant’s completed application form for a concealed handgun license under this 
section, the supporting documentation, and, if not waived, the license fee, the sheriff shall make 
available through the law enforcement automated data system in accordance with division (H) of 
this section the information described in that division and, upon making the information 
available through the system, shall issue to the applicant a concealed handgun license that shall 
expire as described in division (D)(2)(a) of this section if all of the following apply: 
 
(a)  The applicant is legally living in the United States. For purposes of division (D)(1)(a) of this 
section, if a person is absent from the United States in compliance with military or naval orders 
as an active or reserve member of the armed forces of the United States and if prior to leaving 
the United States the person was legally living in the United States, the person, solely by reason 
of that absence, shall not be considered to have lost the person’s status as living in the United 
States. 
 
(b)  The applicant is at least twenty-one years of age. 
 
(c)  The applicant is not a fugitive from justice. 
 
(d)  The applicant is not under indictment for or otherwise charged with a felony; an offense 
under Chapter 2925., 3719., or 4729. of the Revised Code that involves the illegal possession, 
use, sale, administration, or distribution of or trafficking in a drug of abuse; a misdemeanor 
offense of violence; or a violation of section 2903.14 or 2923.1211 of the Revised Code. 
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(e)  Except as otherwise provided in division (D)(4) or (5) of this section, the applicant has not 
been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a felony or an offense under Chapter 2925., 3719., or 
4729. of the Revised Code that involves the illegal possession, use, sale, administration, or 
distribution of or trafficking in a drug of abuse; has not been adjudicated a delinquent child for 
committing an act that if committed by an adult would be a felony or would be an offense under 
Chapter 2925., 3719., or 4729. of the Revised Code that involves the illegal possession, use, sale, 
administration, or distribution of or trafficking in a drug of abuse; has not been convicted of, 
pleaded guilty to, or adjudicated a delinquent child for committing a violation of section 2903.13 
of the Revised Code when the victim of the violation is a peace officer, regardless of whether the 
applicant was sentenced under division (C)(4) of that section; and has not been convicted of, 
pleaded guilty to, or adjudicated a delinquent child for committing any other offense that is not 
previously described in this division that is a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for a 
term exceeding one year. 
 
(f)  Except as otherwise provided in division (D)(4) or (5) of this section, the applicant, within 
three years of the date of the application, has not been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a 
misdemeanor offense of violence other than a misdemeanor violation of section 2921.33 of the 
Revised Code or a violation of section 2903.13 of the Revised Code when the victim of the 
violation is a peace officer, or a misdemeanor violation of section 2923.1211 of the Revised 
Code; and has not been adjudicated a delinquent child for committing an act that if committed by 
an adult would be a misdemeanor offense of violence other than a misdemeanor violation of 
section 2921.33 of the Revised Code or a violation of section 2903.13 of the Revised Code when 
the victim of the violation is a peace officer or for committing an act that if committed by an 
adult would be a misdemeanor violation of section 2923.1211 of the Revised Code. 
 
(g)  Except as otherwise provided in division (D)(1)(e) of this section, the applicant, within five 
years of the date of the application, has not been convicted of, pleaded guilty to, or adjudicated a 
delinquent child for committing two or more violations of section 2903.13 or 2903.14 of the 
Revised Code. 
 
(h)  Except as otherwise provided in division (D)(4) or (5) of this section, the applicant, within 
ten years of the date of the application, has not been convicted of, pleaded guilty to, or 
adjudicated a delinquent child for committing a violation of section 2921.33 of the Revised 
Code. 
 
(i)  The applicant has not been adjudicated as a mental defective, has not been committed to any 
mental institution, is not under adjudication of mental incompetence, has not been found by a 
court to be a mentally ill person subject to court order, and is not an involuntary patient other 
than one who is a patient only for purposes of observation. As used in this division, “mentally ill 
person subject to court order” and “patient” have the same meanings as in section 5122.01 of the 
Revised Code. 
 
(j)  The applicant is not currently subject to a civil protection order, a temporary protection order, 
or a protection order issued by a court of another state. 
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-469

(k)  The applicant certifies that the applicant desires a legal means to carry a concealed handgun 
for defense of the applicant or a member of the applicant’s family while engaged in lawful 
activity. 
 
(l)  The applicant submits a competency certification of the type described in division (B)(3) of 
this section and submits a certification of the type described in division (B)(4) of this section 
regarding the applicant’s reading of the pamphlet prepared by the Ohio peace officer training 
commission pursuant to section 109.731 of the Revised Code. 
 
(m) The applicant currently is not subject to a suspension imposed under division (A)(2) of 
section 2923.128 of the Revised Code of a concealed handgun license that previously was issued 
to the applicant under this section or section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code or a similar 
suspension imposed by another state regarding a concealed handgun license issued by that state. 
 
(n)  If the applicant resides in another state, the applicant is employed in this state. 
 
(o) The applicant certifies that the applicant is not an unlawful user of or addicted to any 
controlled substance as defined in 21 U.S.C. 802. 
 
(p) If the applicant is not a United States citizen, the applicant is an alien and has not been 
admitted to the United States under a nonimmigrant visa, as defined in the “Immigration and 
Nationality Act,” 8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(26). 
 
(q) The applicant has not been discharged from the armed forces of the United States under 
dishonorable conditions. 
 
(r) The applicant certifies that the applicant has not renounced the applicant’s United States 
citizenship, if applicable. 
 
(s)  The applicant has not been convicted of, pleaded guilty to, or adjudicated a delinquent child 
for committing a violation of section 2919.25 of the Revised Code or a similar violation in 
another state. 
 
(2)   
 
(a)  A concealed handgun license that a sheriff issues under division (D)(1) of this section shall 
expire five years after the date of issuance. 
 
If a sheriff issues a license under this section, the sheriff shall place on the license a unique 
combination of letters and numbers identifying the license in accordance with the procedure 
prescribed by the Ohio peace officer training commission pursuant to section 109.731 of the 
Revised Code. 
 
(b)  If a sheriff denies an application under this section because the applicant does not satisfy the 
criteria described in division (D)(1) of this section, the sheriff shall specify the grounds for the 
denial in a written notice to the applicant. The applicant may appeal the denial pursuant to 
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section 119.12 of the Revised Code in the county served by the sheriff who denied the 
application. If the denial was as a result of the criminal records check conducted pursuant to 
section 311.41 of the Revised Code and if, pursuant to section 2923.127 of the Revised Code, the 
applicant challenges the criminal records check results using the appropriate challenge and 
review procedure specified in that section, the time for filing the appeal pursuant to section 
119.12 of the Revised Code and this division is tolled during the pendency of the request or the 
challenge and review. 
 
(c)  If the court in an appeal under section 119.12 of the Revised Code and division (D)(2)(b) of 
this section enters a judgment sustaining the sheriff’s refusal to grant to the applicant a concealed 
handgun license, the applicant may file a new application beginning one year after the judgment 
is entered. If the court enters a judgment in favor of the applicant, that judgment shall not restrict 
the authority of a sheriff to suspend or revoke the license pursuant to section 2923.128 or 
2923.1213 of the Revised Code or to refuse to renew the license for any proper cause that may 
occur after the date the judgment is entered. In the appeal, the court shall have full power to 
dispose of all costs. 
 
(3)  If the sheriff with whom an application for a concealed handgun license was filed under this 
section becomes aware that the applicant has been arrested for or otherwise charged with an 
offense that would disqualify the applicant from holding the license, the sheriff shall suspend the 
processing of the application until the disposition of the case arising from the arrest or charge. 
 
(4)  If an applicant has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to an offense identified in division 
(D)(1)(e), (f), or (h) of this section or has been adjudicated a delinquent child for committing an 
act or violation identified in any of those divisions, and if a court has ordered the sealing or 
expungement of the records of that conviction, guilty plea, or adjudication pursuant to sections 
2151.355 to 2151.358, sections 2953.31 to 2953.36, or section 2953.37 of the Revised Code or 
the applicant has been relieved under operation of law or legal process from the disability 
imposed pursuant to section 2923.13 of the Revised Code relative to that conviction, guilty plea, 
or adjudication, the sheriff with whom the application was submitted shall not consider the 
conviction, guilty plea, or adjudication in making a determination under division (D)(1) or (F) of 
this section or, in relation to an application for a concealed handgun license on a temporary 
emergency basis submitted under section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code, in making a 
determination under division (B)(2) of that section. 
 
(5)  If an applicant has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a minor misdemeanor offense or 
has been adjudicated a delinquent child for committing an act or violation that is a minor 
misdemeanor offense, the sheriff with whom the application was submitted shall not consider the 
conviction, guilty plea, or adjudication in making a determination under division (D)(1) or (F) of 
this section or, in relation to an application for a concealed handgun license on a temporary basis 
submitted under section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code, in making a determination under 
division (B)(2) of that section. 
 
(E)  If a concealed handgun license issued under this section is lost or is destroyed, the licensee 
may obtain from the sheriff who issued that license a duplicate license upon the payment of a fee 
of fifteen dollars and the submission of an affidavit attesting to the loss or destruction of the 
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license. The sheriff, in accordance with the procedures prescribed in section 109.731 of the 
Revised Code, shall place on the replacement license a combination of identifying numbers 
different from the combination on the license that is being replaced. 
 
(F)   
 
(1)   
 
(a)  Except as provided in division (F)(1)(b) of this section, a licensee who wishes to renew a 
concealed handgun license issued under this section shall do so not earlier than ninety days 
before the expiration date of the license or at any time after the expiration date of the license by 
filing with the sheriff of the county in which the applicant resides or with the sheriff of an 
adjacent county, or in the case of a applicant who resides in another state with the sheriff of the 
county that issued the applicant’s previous concealed handgun license an application for renewal 
of the license obtained pursuant to division (D) of this section, a certification by the applicant 
that, subsequent to the issuance of the license, the applicant has reread the pamphlet prepared by 
the Ohio peace officer training commission pursuant to section 109.731 of the Revised Code that 
reviews firearms, dispute resolution, and use of deadly force matters, and a nonrefundable 
license renewal fee in an amount determined pursuant to division (F)(4) of this section unless the 
fee is waived. 
 
(b)  A person on active duty in the armed forces of the United States or in service with the peace 
corps, volunteers in service to America, or the foreign service of the United States is exempt 
from the license requirements of this section for the period of the person’s active duty or service 
and for six months thereafter, provided the person was a licensee under this section at the time 
the person commenced the person’s active duty or service or had obtained a license while on 
active duty or service. The spouse or a dependent of any such person on active duty or in service 
also is exempt from the license requirements of this section for the period of the person’s active 
duty or service and for six months thereafter, provided the spouse or dependent was a licensee 
under this section at the time the person commenced the active duty or service or had obtained a 
license while the person was on active duty or service, and provided further that the person’s 
active duty or service resulted in the spouse or dependent relocating outside of this state during 
the period of the active duty or service. This division does not prevent such a person or the 
person’s spouse or dependent from making an application for the renewal of a concealed 
handgun license during the period of the person’s active duty or service. 
 
(2)  A sheriff shall accept a completed renewal application, the license renewal fee, and the 
information specified in division (F)(1) of this section at the times and in the manners described 
in division (I) of this section. Upon receipt of a completed renewal application, of certification 
that the applicant has reread the specified pamphlet prepared by the Ohio peace officer training 
commission, and of a license renewal fee unless the fee is waived, a sheriff, in the manner 
specified in section 311.41 of the Revised Code shall conduct or cause to be conducted the 
criminal records check and the incompetency records check described in section 311.41 of the 
Revised Code. The sheriff shall renew the license if the sheriff determines that the applicant 
continues to satisfy the requirements described in division (D)(1) of this section, except that the 
applicant is not required to meet the requirements of division (D)(1)(l) of this section. A renewed 
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license shall expire five years after the date of issuance. A renewed license is subject to division 
(E) of this section and sections 2923.126 and 2923.128 of the Revised Code. A sheriff shall 
comply with divisions (D)(2) and (3) of this section when the circumstances described in those 
divisions apply to a requested license renewal. If a sheriff denies the renewal of a concealed 
handgun license, the applicant may appeal the denial, or challenge the criminal record check 
results that were the basis of the denial if applicable, in the same manner as specified in division 
(D)(2)(b) of this section and in section 2923.127 of the Revised Code, regarding the denial of a 
license under this section. 
 
(3)  A renewal application submitted pursuant to division (F) of this section shall only require the 
licensee to list on the application form information and matters occurring since the date of the 
licensee’s last application for a license pursuant to division (B) or (F) of this section. A sheriff 
conducting the criminal records check and the incompetency records check described in section 
311.41 of the Revised Code shall conduct the check only from the date of the licensee’s last 
application for a license pursuant to division (B) or (F) of this section through the date of the 
renewal application submitted pursuant to division (F) of this section. 
 
(4)  An applicant for a renewal concealed handgun license under this section shall submit to the 
sheriff of the county in which the applicant resides or to the sheriff of any county adjacent to the 
county in which the applicant resides, or in the case of an applicant who resides in another state 
to the sheriff of the county that issued the applicant’s previous concealed handgun license, a 
nonrefundable license fee as described in either of the following: 
 
(a)  For an applicant who has been a resident of this state for five or more years, a fee of fifty 
dollars; 
 
(b)  For an applicant who has been a resident of this state for less than five years or who is not a 
resident of this state but who is employed in this state, a fee of fifty dollars plus the actual cost of 
having a background check performed by the federal bureau of investigation. 
 
(5)  The concealed handgun license of a licensee who is no longer a resident of this state or no 
longer employed in this state, as applicable, is valid until the date of expiration on the license, 
and the licensee is prohibited from renewing the concealed handgun license. 
 
(G)   
 
(1)  Each course, class, or program described in division (B)(3)(a), (b), (c), or (e) of this section 
shall provide to each person who takes the course, class, or program the web site address at 
which the pamphlet prepared by the Ohio peace officer training commission pursuant to section 
109.731 of the Revised Code that reviews firearms, dispute resolution, and use of deadly force 
matters may be found. Each such course, class, or program described in one of those divisions 
shall include at least eight hours of training in the safe handling and use of a firearm that shall 
include training, provided as described in division (G)(3) of this section, on all of the following: 
The ability to name, explain, and demonstrate the rules for safe handling of a handgun and 
proper storage practices for handguns and ammunition; 
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(b)  The ability to demonstrate and explain how to handle ammunition in a safe manner; 
 
(c)  The ability to demonstrate the knowledge, skills, and attitude necessary to shoot a handgun 
in a safe manner; 
 
(d)  Gun handling training ; 
 
(e)  A minimum of two hours of in-person training that consists of range time and live-fire 
training. 
 
(2)  To satisfactorily complete the course, class, or program described in division (B)(3)(a), (b), 
(c), or (e) of this section, the applicant shall pass a competency examination that shall include 
both of the following: 
 
(a)  A written section, provided as described in division (G)(3) of this section, on the ability to 
name and explain the rules for the safe handling of a handgun and proper storage practices for 
handguns and ammunition; 
 
(b)  An in-person physical demonstration of competence in the use of a handgun and in the rules 
for safe handling and storage of a handgun and a physical demonstration of the attitude necessary 
to shoot a handgun in a safe manner. 
 
(3)   
 
(a)  Except as otherwise provided in this division, the training specified in division (G)(1)(a) of 
this section shall be provided to the person receiving the training in person by an instructor. If the 
training specified in division (G)(1)(a) of this section is provided by a course, class, or program 
described in division (B)(3)(a) of this section, or it is provided by a course, class, or program 
described in division (B)(3)(b), (c), or (e) of this section and the instructor is a qualified 
instructor certified by a national gun advocacy organization, the training so specified, other than 
the training that requires the person receiving the training to demonstrate handling abilities, may 
be provided online or as a combination of in-person and online training, as long as the online 
training includes an interactive component that regularly engages the person. 
 
(b)  Except as otherwise provided in this division, the written section of the competency 
examination specified in division (G)(2)(a) of this section shall be administered to the person 
taking the competency examination in person by an instructor. If the training specified in 
division (G)(1)(a) of this section is provided to the person receiving the training by a course, 
class, or program described in division (B)(3)(a) of this section, or it is provided by a course, 
class, or program described in division (B)(3)(b), (c), or (e) of this section and the instructor is a 
qualified instructor certified by a national gun advocacy organization, the written section of the 
competency examination specified in division (G)(2)(a) of this section may be administered 
online, as long as the online training includes an interactive component that regularly engages 
the person. 
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(4)  The competency certification described in division (B)(3)(a), (b), (c), or (e) of this section 
shall be dated and shall attest that the course, class, or program the applicant successfully 
completed met the requirements described in division (G)(1) of this section and that the applicant 
passed the competency examination described in division (G)(2) of this section. 
 
(H)  Upon deciding to issue a concealed handgun license, deciding to issue a replacement 
concealed handgun license, or deciding to renew a concealed handgun license pursuant to this 
section, and before actually issuing or renewing the license, the sheriff shall make available 
through the law enforcement automated data system all information contained on the license. If 
the license subsequently is suspended under division (A)(1) or (2) of section 2923.128 of the 
Revised Code, revoked pursuant to division (B)(1) of section 2923.128 of the Revised Code, or 
lost or destroyed, the sheriff also shall make available through the law enforcement automated 
data system a notation of that fact. The superintendent of the state highway patrol shall ensure 
that the law enforcement automated data system is so configured as to permit the transmission 
through the system of the information specified in this division. 
 
(I)  A sheriff shall accept a completed application form or renewal application, and the fee, 
items, materials, and information specified in divisions (B)(1) to (5) or division (F) of this 
section, whichever is applicable, and shall provide an application form or renewal application to 
any person during at least fifteen hours a week and shall provide the web site address at which a 
printable version of the application form that can be downloaded and the pamphlet described in 
division (B) of section 109.731 of the Revised Code may be found at any time, upon request. The 
sheriff shall post notice of the hours during which the sheriff is available to accept or provide the 
information described in this division. 
 
Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 2923.126 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Expiration of license; carrying of license and identification; notice of change of residence; 
motor vehicle and law enforcement stops; prohibited places; retired peace officers 
 
(A) A concealed handgun license that is issued under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code shall 
expire five years after the date of issuance. A licensee who has been issued a license under that 
section shall be granted a grace period of thirty days after the licensee’s license expires during 
which the licensee’s license remains valid. Except as provided in divisions (B) and (C) of this 
section, a licensee who has been issued a concealed handgun license under section 
2923.125 or 2923.1213 of the Revised Code may carry a concealed handgun anywhere in this 
state if the licensee also carries a valid license and valid identification when the licensee is in 
actual possession of a concealed handgun. The licensee shall give notice of any change in the 
licensee’s residence address to the sheriff who issued the license within forty-five days after that 
change. 
 
If a licensee is the driver or an occupant of a motor vehicle that is stopped as the result of a 
traffic stop or a stop for another law enforcement purpose and if the licensee is transporting or 
has a loaded handgun in the motor vehicle at that time, the licensee shall promptly inform any 
law enforcement officer who approaches the vehicle while stopped that the licensee has been 
issued a concealed handgun license and that the licensee currently possesses or has a loaded 
handgun; the licensee shall not knowingly disregard or fail to comply with lawful orders of a law 
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enforcement officer given while the motor vehicle is stopped, knowingly fail to remain in the 
motor vehicle while stopped, or knowingly fail to keep the licensee’s hands in plain sight after 
any law enforcement officer begins approaching the licensee while stopped and before the 
officer leaves, unless directed otherwise by a law enforcement officer; and the licensee shall not 
knowingly have contact with the loaded handgun by touching it with the licensee’s hands or 
fingers, in any manner in violation of division (E) of section 2923.16 of the Revised Code, after 
any law enforcement officer begins approaching the licensee while stopped and before the 
officer leaves. Additionally, if a licensee is the driver or an occupant of a commercial motor 
vehicle that is stopped by an employee of the motor carrier enforcement unit for the purposes 
defined in section 5503.04 of the Revised Code and if the licensee is transporting or has a loaded 
handgun in the commercial motor vehicle at that time, the licensee shall promptly inform the 
employee of the unit who approaches the vehicle while stopped that the licensee has been issued 
a concealed handgun license and that the licensee currently possesses or has a loaded handgun. 
 
If a licensee is stopped for a law enforcement purpose and if the licensee is carrying a concealed 
handgun at the time the officer approaches, the licensee shall promptly inform any law 
enforcement officer who approaches the licensee while stopped that the licensee has been issued 
a concealed handgun license and that the licensee currently is carrying a concealed handgun; the 
licensee shall not knowingly disregard or fail to comply with lawful orders of a law enforcement 
officer given while the licensee is stopped or knowingly fail to keep the licensee’s hands in plain 
sight after any law enforcement officer begins approaching the licensee while stopped and before 
the officer leaves, unless directed otherwise by a law enforcement officer; and the licensee shall 
not knowingly remove, attempt to remove, grasp, or hold the loaded handgun or knowingly have 
contact with the loaded handgun by touching it with the licensee’s hands or fingers, in any 
manner in violation of division (B) of section 2923.12 of the Revised Code, after any law 
enforcement officer begins approaching the licensee while stopped and before the officer leaves. 
 
(B)  A valid concealed handgun license does not authorize the licensee to carry a concealed 
handgun in any manner prohibited under division (B) of section 2923.12 of the Revised Code or 
in any manner prohibited under section 2923.16 of the Revised Code. A valid license does not 
authorize the licensee to carry a concealed handgun into any of the following places: 
 
(1)  A police station, sheriff’s office, or state highway patrol station, premises controlled by the 
bureau of criminal identification and investigation, a state correctional institution, jail, 
workhouse, or other detention facility, an airport passenger terminal, or an institution that is 
maintained, operated, managed, and governed pursuant to division (A) of section 5119.14 of the 
Revised Code or division (A)(1) of section 5123.03 of the Revised Code; 
 
(2)  A school safety zone if the licensee’s carrying the concealed handgun is in violation 
of section 2923.122 of the Revised Code; 
 
(3)  A courthouse or another building or structure in which a courtroom is located, in violation 
of section 2923.123 of the Revised Code; 
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(4)  Any premises or open air arena for which a D permit has been issued under Chapter 4303. of 
the Revised Code if the licensee’s carrying the concealed handgun is in violation of section 
2923.121 of the Revised Code; 
 
(5)  Any premises owned or leased by any public or private college, university, or other 
institution of higher education, unless the handgun is in a locked motor vehicle or the licensee is 
in the immediate process of placing the handgun in a locked motor vehicle; 
 
(6)  Any church, synagogue, mosque, or other place of worship, unless the church, synagogue, 
mosque, or other place of worship posts or permits otherwise; 
 
(7)  A child day-care center, a type A family day-care home, or a type B family day-care home, 
except that this division does not prohibit a licensee who resides in a type A family day-care 
home or a type B family day-care home from carrying a concealed handgun at any time in any 
part of the home that is not dedicated or used for day-care purposes, or from carrying a concealed 
handgun in a part of the home that is dedicated or used for day-care purposes at any time during 
which no children, other than children of that licensee, are in the home; 
 
(8)  An aircraft that is in, or intended for operation in, foreign air transportation, interstate air 
transportation, intrastate air transportation, or the transportation of mail by aircraft; 
 
(9)  Any building that is a government facility of this state or a political subdivision of this state 
and that is not a building that is used primarily as a shelter, restroom, parking facility for motor 
vehicles, or rest facility and is not a courthouse or other building or structure in which a 
courtroom is located that is subject to division (B)(3) of this section; 
 
(10)  A place in which federal law prohibits the carrying of handguns. 
 
(C)   
 
(1)  Nothing in this section shall negate or restrict a rule, policy, or practice of a private employer 
that is not a private college, university, or other institution of higher education concerning or 
prohibiting the presence of firearms on the private employer’s premises or property, including 
motor vehicles owned by the private employer. Nothing in this section shall require a private 
employer of that nature to adopt a rule, policy, or practice concerning or prohibiting the presence 
of firearms on the private employer’s premises or property, including motor vehicles owned by 
the private employer. 
 
(2)   
 
(a)  A private employer shall be immune from liability in a civil action for any injury, death, or 
loss to person or property that allegedly was caused by or related to a licensee bringing a 
handgun onto the premises or property of the private employer, including motor vehicles owned 
by the private employer, unless the private employer acted with malicious purpose. A private 
employer is immune from liability in a civil action for any injury, death, or loss to person or 
property that allegedly was caused by or related to the private employer’s decision to permit a 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-477

licensee to bring, or prohibit a licensee from bringing, a handgun onto the premises or property 
of the private employer. As used in this division, “private employer” includes a private college, 
university, or other institution of higher education. 
 
(b)  A political subdivision shall be immune from liability in a civil action, to the extent and in 
the manner provided in Chapter 2744. of the Revised Code, for any injury, death, or loss to 
person or property that allegedly was caused by or related to a licensee bringing a handgun onto 
any premises or property owned, leased, or otherwise under the control of the political 
subdivision. As used in this division, “political subdivision” has the same meaning as in section 
2744.01 of the Revised Code. 
 
(3)   
 
(a)  Except as provided in division (C)(3)(b) of this section, the owner or person in control of 
private land or premises, and a private person or entity leasing land or premises owned by the 
state, the United States, or a political subdivision of the state or the United States, may post a 
sign in a conspicuous location on that land or on those premises prohibiting persons from 
carrying firearms or concealed firearms on or onto that land or those premises. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, a person who knowingly violates a posted prohibition of that 
nature is guilty of criminal trespass in violation of division (A)(4) of section 2911.21 of the 
Revised Code and is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If a person knowingly 
violates a posted prohibition of that nature and the posted land or premises primarily was a 
parking lot or other parking facility, the person is not guilty of criminal trespass under section 
2911.21 of the Revised Code or under any other criminal law of this state or criminal law, 
ordinance, or resolution of a political subdivision of this state, and instead is subject only to a 
civil cause of action for trespass based on the violation. 
 
(b)  A landlord may not prohibit or restrict a tenant who is a licensee and who on or after 
September 9, 2008, enters into a rental agreement with the landlord for the use of residential 
premises, and the tenant’s guest while the tenant is present, from lawfully carrying or possessing 
a handgun on those residential premises. 
 
(c)  As used in division (C)(3) of this section: 
 
(i)  “Residential premises” has the same meaning as in section 5321.01 of the Revised Code, 
except “residential premises” does not include a dwelling unit that is owned or operated by a 
college or university. 
 
(ii)  “Landlord,” “tenant,” and “rental agreement” have the same meanings as in section 5321.01 
of the Revised Code. 
 
(D)  A person who holds a valid concealed handgun license issued by another state that is 
recognized by the attorney general pursuant to a reciprocity agreement entered into pursuant 
to section 109.69 of the Revised Code or a person who holds a valid concealed handgun license 
under the circumstances described in division (B) of section 109.69 of the Revised Code has the 
same right to carry a concealed handgun in this state as a person who was issued a concealed 
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handgun license under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code and is subject to the same 
restrictions that apply to a person who carries a license issued under that section. 
 
(E)  A peace officer has the same right to carry a concealed handgun in this state as a person who 
was issued a concealed handgun license under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code. For 
purposes of reciprocity with other states, a peace officer shall be considered to be a licensee in 
this state. 
 
(F)   
 
(1)  A qualified retired peace officer who possesses a retired peace officer identification card 
issued pursuant to division (F)(2) of this section and a valid firearms requalification certification 
issued pursuant to division (F)(3) of this section has the same right to carry a concealed handgun 
in this state as a person who was issued a concealed handgun license under section 2923.125 of 
the Revised Code and is subject to the same restrictions that apply to a person who carries a 
license issued under that section. For purposes of reciprocity with other states, a qualified retired 
peace officer who possesses a retired peace officer identification card issued pursuant to division 
(F)(2) of this section and a valid firearms requalification certification issued pursuant to division 
(F)(3) of this section shall be considered to be a licensee in this state. 
 
(2)   
 
(a)  Each public agency of this state or of a political subdivision of this state that is served by one 
or more peace officers shall issue a retired peace officer identification card to any person who 
retired from service as a peace officer with that agency, if the issuance is in accordance with the 
agency’s policies and procedures and if the person, with respect to the person’s service with that 
agency, satisfies all of the following: 
 
(i)  The person retired in good standing from service as a peace officer with the public agency, 
and the retirement was not for reasons of mental instability. 
 
(ii)  Before retiring from service as a peace officer with that agency, the person was authorized to 
engage in or supervise the prevention, detection, investigation, or prosecution of, or the 
incarceration of any person for, any violation of law and the person had statutory powers of 
arrest. 
 
(iii)  At the time of the person’s retirement as a peace officer with that agency, the person was 
trained and qualified to carry firearms in the performance of the peace officer’s duties. 
 
(iv)  Before retiring from service as a peace officer with that agency, the person was regularly 
employed as a peace officer for an aggregate of fifteen years or more, or, in the alternative, the 
person retired from service as a peace officer with that agency, after completing any applicable 
probationary period of that service, due to a service-connected disability, as determined by the 
agency. 
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-479

(b)  A retired peace officer identification card issued to a person under division (F)(2)(a) of this 
section shall identify the person by name, contain a photograph of the person, identify the public 
agency of this state or of the political subdivision of this state from which the person retired as a 
peace officer and that is issuing the identification card, and specify that the person retired in 
good standing from service as a peace officer with the issuing public agency and satisfies the 
criteria set forth in divisions (F)(2)(a)(i) to (iv) of this section. In addition to the required content 
specified in this division, a retired peace officer identification card issued to a person under 
division (F)(2)(a) of this section may include the firearms requalification certification described 
in division (F)(3) of this section, and if the identification card includes that certification, the 
identification card shall serve as the firearms requalification certification for the retired peace 
officer. If the issuing public agency issues credentials to active law enforcement officers who 
serve the agency, the agency may comply with division (F)(2)(a) of this section by issuing the 
same credentials to persons who retired from service as a peace officer with the agency and who 
satisfy the criteria set forth in divisions (F)(2)(a)(i) to (iv) of this section, provided that the 
credentials so issued to retired peace officers are stamped with the word “RETIRED.” 
 
(c)  A public agency of this state or of a political subdivision of this state may charge persons 
who retired from service as a peace officer with the agency a reasonable fee for issuing to the 
person a retired peace officer identification card pursuant to division (F)(2)(a) of this section. 
 
(3)  If a person retired from service as a peace officer with a public agency of this state or of a 
political subdivision of this state and the person satisfies the criteria set forth in divisions 
(F)(2)(a)(i) to (iv) of this section, the public agency may provide the retired peace officer with 
the opportunity to attend a firearms requalification program that is approved for purposes of 
firearms requalification required under section 109.801 of the Revised Code. The retired peace 
officer may be required to pay the cost of the course. 
 
If a retired peace officer who satisfies the criteria set forth in divisions (F)(2)(a)(i) to (iv) of this 
section attends a firearms requalification program that is approved for purposes of firearms 
requalification required under section 109.801 of the Revised Code, the retired peace officer’s 
successful completion of the firearms requalification program requalifies the retired peace officer 
for purposes of division (F) of this section for five years from the date on which the program was 
successfully completed, and the requalification is valid during that five-year period. If a retired 
peace officer who satisfies the criteria set forth in divisions (F)(2)(a)(i) to (iv) of this section 
satisfactorily completes such a firearms requalification program, the retired peace officer shall be 
issued a firearms requalification certification that identifies the retired peace officer by name, 
identifies the entity that taught the program, specifies that the retired peace officer successfully 
completed the program, specifies the date on which the course was successfully completed, and 
specifies that the requalification is valid for five years from that date of successful completion. 
The firearms requalification certification for a retired peace officer may be included in the retired 
peace officer identification card issued to the retired peace officer under division (F)(2) of this 
section. 
 
A retired peace officer who attends a firearms requalification program that is approved for 
purposes of firearms requalification required under section 109.801 of the Revised Code may be 
required to pay the cost of the program. 
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(G)  As used in this section: 
 
(1)  “Qualified retired peace officer” means a person who satisfies all of the following: 
 
(a)  The person satisfies the criteria set forth in divisions (F)(2)(a)(i) to (v) of this section. 
 
(b)  The person is not under the influence of alcohol or another intoxicating or hallucinatory drug 
or substance. 
 
(c)  The person is not prohibited by federal law from receiving firearms. 
 
(2)  “Retired peace officer identification card” means an identification card that is issued 
pursuant to division (F)(2) of this section to a person who is a retired peace officer. 
 
(3)  “Government facility of this state or a political subdivision of this state” means any of the 
following: 
 
(a)  A building or part of a building that is owned or leased by the government of this state or a 
political subdivision of this state and where employees of the government of this state or the 
political subdivision regularly are present for the purpose of performing their official duties as 
employees of the state or political subdivision; 
 
(b)  The office of a deputy registrar serving pursuant to Chapter 4503. of the Revised Code that 
is used to perform deputy registrar functions. 
 
Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 2923.1212 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Posting of signs prohibiting deadly weapon or dangerous ordinance 
 
(A)  The following persons, boards, and entities, or designees, shall post in the following 
locations a sign that contains a statement in substantially the following form: “Unless otherwise 
authorized by law, pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code, no person shall knowingly possess, have 
under the person’s control, convey, or attempt to convey a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance 
onto these premises.”: 
 
(1)  The director of public safety or the person or board charged with the erection, maintenance, 
or repair of police stations, municipal jails, and the municipal courthouse and courtrooms in a 
conspicuous location at all police stations, municipal jails, and municipal courthouses and 
courtrooms; 
 
(2)  The sheriff or sheriff’s designee who has charge of the sheriff’s office in a conspicuous 
location in that office; 
 
(3)  The superintendent of the state highway patrol or the superintendent’s designee in a 
conspicuous location at all state highway patrol stations; 
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(4)  Each sheriff, chief of police, or person in charge of every county, multicounty, municipal, 
municipal-county, or multicounty-municipal jail or workhouse, community-based correctional 
facility, halfway house, alternative residential facility, or other local or state correctional 
institution or detention facility within the state, or that person’s designee, in a conspicuous 
location at that facility under that person’s charge; 
 
(5)  The board of trustees of a regional airport authority, chief administrative officer of an airport 
facility, or other person in charge of an airport facility in a conspicuous location at each airport 
facility under that person’s control; 
 
(6)  The officer or officer’s designee who has charge of a courthouse or the building or structure 
in which a courtroom is located in a conspicuous location in that building or structure; 
 
(7)  The superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification and investigation or the 
superintendent’s designee in a conspicuous location in all premises controlled by that bureau; 
 
(8)  The owner, administrator, or operator of a child day-care center, a type A family day-care 
home, or a type B family day-care home; 
 
(9)  The officer of this state or of a political subdivision of this state, or the officer’s designee, 
who has charge of a building that is a government facility of this state or the political subdivision 
of this state, as defined in section 2923.126 of the Revised Code, and that is not a building that is 
used primarily as a shelter, restroom, parking facility for motor vehicles, or rest facility and is 
not a courthouse or other building or structure in which a courtroom is located that is subject to 
division (B)(3) of that section. 
 
(B)  The following boards, bodies, and persons, or designees, shall post in the following 
locations a sign that contains a statement in substantially the following form: “Unless otherwise 
authorized by law, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code section 2923.122, no person shall knowingly 
possess, have under the person’s control, convey, or attempt to convey a deadly weapon or 
dangerous ordnance into a school safety zone.”: 
 
(1)  A board of education of a city, local, exempted village, or joint vocational school district or 
that board’s designee in a conspicuous location in each building and on each parcel of real 
property owned or controlled by the board; 
 
(2)  A governing body of a school for which the state board of education prescribes minimum 
standards under section 3301.07 of the Revised Code or that body’s designee in a conspicuous 
location in each building and on each parcel of real property owned or controlled by the school; 
 
(3)  The principal or chief administrative officer of a nonpublic school in a conspicuous location 
on property owned or controlled by that nonpublic school. 
 
Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 2923.16 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Improperly handling firearms in a motor vehicle 
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(A)  No person shall knowingly discharge a firearm while in or on a motor vehicle. 
 
(B)  No person shall knowingly transport or have a loaded firearm in a motor vehicle in such a 
manner that the firearm is accessible to the operator or any passenger without leaving the 
vehicle. 
 
(C)  No person shall knowingly transport or have a firearm in a motor vehicle, unless the person 
may lawfully possess that firearm under applicable law of this state or the United States, the 
firearm is unloaded, and the firearm is carried in one of the following ways: 
 
(1)  In a closed package, box, or case; 
 
(2)  In a compartment that can be reached only by leaving the vehicle; 
 
(3)  In plain sight and secured in a rack or holder made for the purpose; 
 
(4)  If the firearm is at least twenty-four inches in overall length as measured from the muzzle to 
the part of the stock furthest from the muzzle and if the barrel is at least eighteen inches in 
length, either in plain sight with the action open or the weapon stripped, or, if the firearm is of a 
type on which the action will not stay open or which cannot easily be stripped, in plain sight. 
 
(D)  No person shall knowingly transport or have a loaded handgun in a motor vehicle if, at the 
time of that transportation or possession, any of the following applies: 
 
(1)  The person is under the influence of alcohol, a drug of abuse, or a combination of them. 
 
(2)  The person’s whole blood, blood serum or plasma, breath, or urine contains a concentration 
of alcohol, a listed controlled substance, or a listed metabolite of a controlled substance 
prohibited for persons operating a vehicle, as specified in division (A) of section 4511.19 of the 
Revised Code, regardless of whether the person at the time of the transportation or possession as 
described in this division is the operator of or a passenger in the motor vehicle. 
 
(E)  No person who has been issued a concealed handgun license, who is the driver or an 
occupant of a motor vehicle that is stopped as a result of a traffic stop or a stop for another law 
enforcement purpose or is the driver or an occupant of a commercial motor vehicle that is 
stopped by an employee of the motor carrier enforcement unit for the purposes defined in section 
5503.34 of the Revised Code, and who is transporting or has a loaded handgun in the motor 
vehicle or commercial motor vehicle in any manner, shall do any of the following: 
 
(1)  Fail to promptly inform any law enforcement officer who approaches the vehicle while 
stopped that the person has been issued a concealed handgun license and that the person then 
possesses or has a loaded handgun in the motor vehicle; 
 
(2)  Fail to promptly inform the employee of the unit who approaches the vehicle while stopped 
that the person has been issued a concealed handgun license and that the person then possesses or 
has a loaded handgun in the commercial motor vehicle; 
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(3)  Knowingly fail to remain in the motor vehicle while stopped or knowingly fail to keep the 
person’s hands in plain sight at any time after any law enforcement officer begins approaching 
the person while stopped and before the law enforcement officer leaves, unless the failure is 
pursuant to and in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer; 
 
(4)  Knowingly have contact with the loaded handgun by touching it with the person’s hands or 
fingers in the motor vehicle at any time after the law enforcement officer begins approaching and 
before the law enforcement officer leaves, unless the person has contact with the loaded handgun 
pursuant to and in accordance with directions given by the law enforcement officer; 
 
(5)  Knowingly disregard or fail to comply with any lawful order of any law enforcement officer 
given while the motor vehicle is stopped, including, but not limited to, a specific order to the 
person to keep the person’s hands in plain sight. 
 
(F)   
 
(1)  Divisions (A), (B), (C), and (E) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 
 
(a)  An officer, agent, or employee of this or any other state or the United States, or a law 
enforcement officer, when authorized to carry or have loaded or accessible firearms in motor 
vehicles and acting within the scope of the officer’s, agent’s, or employee’s duties; 
 
(b)  Any person who is employed in this state, who is authorized to carry or have loaded or 
accessible firearms in motor vehicles, and who is subject to and in compliance with the 
requirements of section 109.801 of the Revised Code, unless the appointing authority of the 
person has expressly specified that the exemption provided in division (F)(1)(b) of this section 
does not apply to the person. 
 
(2)  Division (A) of this section does not apply to a person if all of the following circumstances 
apply: 
 
(a)  The person discharges a firearm from a motor vehicle at a coyote or groundhog, the 
discharge is not during the deer gun hunting season as set by the chief of the division of wildlife 
of the department of natural resources, and the discharge at the coyote or groundhog, but for the 
operation of this section, is lawful. 
 
(b)  The motor vehicle from which the person discharges the firearm is on real property that is 
located in an unincorporated area of a township and that either is zoned for agriculture or is used 
for agriculture. 
 
(c)  The person owns the real property described in division (F)(2)(b) of this section, is the 
spouse or a child of another person who owns that real property, is a tenant of another person 
who owns that real property, or is the spouse or a child of a tenant of another person who owns 
that real property. 
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(d)  The person does not discharge the firearm in any of the following manners: 
 
(i)  While under the influence of alcohol, a drug of abuse, or alcohol and a drug of abuse; 
 
(ii)  In the direction of a street, highway, or other public or private property used by the public 
for vehicular traffic or parking; 
 
(iii)  At or into an occupied structure that is a permanent or temporary habitation; 
 
(iv)  In the commission of any violation of law, including, but not limited to, a felony that 
includes, as an essential element, purposely or knowingly causing or attempting to cause the 
death of or physical harm to another and that was committed by discharging a firearm from a 
motor vehicle. 
 
(3)  Division (A) of this section does not apply to a person if all of the following apply: 
 
(a)  The person possesses a valid electric-powered all-purpose vehicle permit issued under 
section 1533.103 of the Revised Code by the chief of the division of wildlife. 
 
(b)  The person discharges a firearm at a wild quadruped or game bird as defined in section 
1531.01 of the Revised Code during the open hunting season for the applicable wild quadruped 
or game bird. 
 
(c)  The person discharges a firearm from a stationary electric-powered all-purpose vehicle as 
defined in section 1531.01 of the Revised Code or a motor vehicle that is parked on a road that is 
owned or administered by the division of wildlife, provided that the road is identified by an 
electric-powered all-purpose vehicle sign. 
 
(d)  The person does not discharge the firearm in any of the following manners: 
 
(i)  While under the influence of alcohol, a drug of abuse, or alcohol and a drug of abuse; 
 
(ii)  In the direction of a street, a highway, or other public or private property that is used by the 
public for vehicular traffic or parking; 
 
(iii)  At or into an occupied structure that is a permanent or temporary habitation; 
 
(iv)  In the commission of any violation of law, including, but not limited to, a felony that 
includes, as an essential element, purposely or knowingly causing or attempting to cause the 
death of or physical harm to another and that was committed by discharging a firearm from a 
motor vehicle. 
 
(4)  Divisions (B) and (C) of this section do not apply to a person if all of the following 
circumstances apply: 
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(a)  At the time of the alleged violation of either of those divisions, the person is the operator of 
or a passenger in a motor vehicle. 
 
(b)  The motor vehicle is on real property that is located in an unincorporated area of a township 
and that either is zoned for agriculture or is used for agriculture. 
 
(c)  The person owns the real property described in division (D)(4)(b) of this section, is the 
spouse or a child of another person who owns that real property, is a tenant of another person 
who owns that real property, or is the spouse or a child of a tenant of another person who owns 
that real property. 
 
(d)  The person, prior to arriving at the real property described in division (D)(4)(b) of this 
section, did not transport or possess a firearm in the motor vehicle in a manner prohibited by 
division (B) or (C) of this section while the motor vehicle was being operated on a street, 
highway, or other public or private property used by the public for vehicular traffic or parking. 
 
(5)  Divisions (B) and (C) of this section do not apply to a person who transports or possesses a 
handgun in a motor vehicle if, at the time of that transportation or possession, both of the 
following apply: 
 
(a)  The person transporting or possessing the handgun is carrying a valid concealed handgun 
license. 
 
(b)  The person transporting or possessing the handgun is not knowingly in a place described in 
division (B) of section 2923.126 of the Revised Code. 
 
(6)  Divisions (B) and (C) of this section do not apply to a person if all of the following apply: 
 
(a)  The person possesses a valid electric-powered all-purpose vehicle permit issued under 
section 1533.103 of the Revised Code by the chief of the division of wildlife. 
 
(b)  The person is on or in an electric-powered all-purpose vehicle as defined in section 1531.01 
of the Revised Code or a motor vehicle during the open hunting season for a wild quadruped or 
game bird. 
 
(c)  The person is on or in an electric-powered all-purpose vehicle as defined in section 1531.01 
of the Revised Code or a motor vehicle that is parked on a road that is owned or administered by 
the division of wildlife, provided that the road is identified by an electric-powered all-purpose 
vehicle sign. 
 
(7)  Nothing in this section prohibits or restricts a person from possessing, storing, or leaving a 
firearm in a locked motor vehicle that is parked in the state underground parking garage at the 
state capitol building or in the parking garage at the Riffe center for government and the arts in 
Columbus, if the person’s transportation and possession of the firearm in the motor vehicle while 
traveling to the premises or facility was not in violation of division (A), (B), (C), (D), or (E) of 
this section or any other provision of the Revised Code. 
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(G)   
 
(1)  The affirmative defenses authorized in divisions (D)(1) and (2) of section 2923.12 of the 
Revised Code are affirmative defenses to a charge under division (B) or (C) of this section that 
involves a firearm other than a handgun. 
 
(2)  It is an affirmative defense to a charge under division (B) or (C) of this section of improperly 
handling firearms in a motor vehicle that the actor transported or had the firearm in the motor 
vehicle for any lawful purpose and while the motor vehicle was on the actor’s own property, 
provided that this affirmative defense is not available unless the person, immediately prior to 
arriving at the actor’s own property, did not transport or possess the firearm in a motor vehicle in 
a manner prohibited by division (B) or (C) of this section while the motor vehicle was being 
operated on a street, highway, or other public or private property used by the public for vehicular 
traffic. 
 
(H)   
 
(1)  No person who is charged with a violation of division (B), (C), or (D) of this section shall be 
required to obtain a concealed handgun license as a condition for the dismissal of the charge. 
 
(2)   
 
(a)  If a person is convicted of, was convicted of, pleads guilty to, or has pleaded guilty to a 
violation of division (E) of this section as it existed prior to September 30, 2011, and if the 
conduct that was the basis of the violation no longer would be a violation of division (E) of this 
section on or after September 30, 2011, the person may file an application under section 2953.37 
of the Revised Code requesting the expungement of the record of conviction. 
 
If a person is convicted of, was convicted of, pleads guilty to, or has pleaded guilty to a violation 
of division (B) or (C) of this section as the division existed prior to September 30, 2011, and if 
the conduct that was the basis of the violation no longer would be a violation of division (B) or 
(C) of this section on or after September 30, 2011, due to the application of division (F)(5) of this 
section as it exists on and after September 30, 2011, the person may file an application under 
section 2953.37 of the Revised Code requesting the expungement of the record of conviction. 
 
(b)  The attorney general shall develop a public media advisory that summarizes the 
expungement procedure established under section 2953.37 of the Revised Code and the 
offenders identified in division (H)(2)(a) of this section who are authorized to apply for the 
expungement. Within thirty days after September 30, 2011, the attorney general shall provide a 
copy of the advisory to each daily newspaper published in this state and each television station 
that broadcasts in this state. The attorney general may provide the advisory in a tangible form, an 
electronic form, or in both tangible and electronic forms. 
 
(I)  Whoever violates this section is guilty of improperly handling firearms in a motor vehicle. 
Violation of division (A) of this section is a felony of the fourth degree. Violation of division (C) 
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of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. A violation of division (D) of this section 
is a felony of the fifth degree or, if the loaded handgun is concealed on the person’s person, a 
felony of the fourth degree. Except as otherwise provided in this division, a violation of division 
(E)(1) or (2) of this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree, and, in addition to any other 
penalty or sanction imposed for the violation, the offender’s concealed handgun license shall be 
suspended pursuant to division (A)(2) of section 2923.128 of the Revised Code. If at the time of 
the stop of the offender for a traffic stop, for another law enforcement purpose, or for a purpose 
defined in section 5503.34 of the Revised Code that was the basis of the violation any law 
enforcement officer involved with the stop or the employee of the motor carrier enforcement unit 
who made the stop had actual knowledge of the offender’s status as a licensee, a violation of 
division (E)(1) or (2) of this section is a minor misdemeanor, and the offender’s concealed 
handgun license shall not be suspended pursuant to division (A)(2) of section 2923.128 of the 
Revised Code. A violation of division (E)(4) of this section is a felony of the fifth degree. A 
violation of division (E)(3) or (5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree or, if the 
offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (E)(3) or 
(5) of this section, a felony of the fifth degree. In addition to any other penalty or sanction 
imposed for a misdemeanor violation of division (E)(3) or (5) of this section, the offender’s 
concealed handgun license shall be suspended pursuant to division (A)(2) of section 2923.128 of 
the Revised Code. A violation of division (B) of this section is a felony of the fourth degree. 
 
(J)  If a law enforcement officer stops a motor vehicle for a traffic stop or any other purpose, if 
any person in the motor vehicle surrenders a firearm to the officer, either voluntarily or pursuant 
to a request or demand of the officer, and if the officer does not charge the person with a 
violation of this section or arrest the person for any offense, the person is not otherwise 
prohibited by law from possessing the firearm, and the firearm is not contraband, the officer shall 
return the firearm to the person at the termination of the stop. If a court orders a law enforcement 
officer to return a firearm to a person pursuant to the requirement set forth in this division, 
division (B) of section 2923.163 of the Revised Code applies. 
 
(K)  As used in this section: 
 
(1)  “Motor vehicle,” “street,” and “highway” have the same meanings as in section 4511.01 of 
the Revised Code. 
 
(2)  “Occupied structure” has the same meaning as in section 2909.01 of the Revised Code. 
 
(3)  “Agriculture” has the same meaning as in section 519.01 of the Revised Code. 
 
(4)  “Tenant” has the same meaning as in section 1531.01 of the Revised Code. 
 
(5)   
 
(a)  “Unloaded” means, with respect to a firearm other than a firearm described in division 
(K)(6) of this section, that no ammunition is in the firearm in question, no magazine or speed 
loader containing ammunition is inserted into the firearm in question, and one of the following 
applies: 
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(i)  There is no ammunition in a magazine or speed loader that is in the vehicle in question and 
that may be used with the firearm in question. 
 
(ii)  Any magazine or speed loader that contains ammunition and that may be used with the 
firearm in question is stored in a compartment within the vehicle in question that cannot be 
accessed without leaving the vehicle or is stored in a container that provides complete and 
separate enclosure. 
 
(b)  For the purposes of division (K)(5)(a)(ii) of this section, a “container that provides complete 
and separate enclosure” includes, but is not limited to, any of the following: 
 
(i)  A package, box, or case with multiple compartments, as long as the loaded magazine or 
speed loader and the firearm in question either are in separate compartments within the package, 
box, or case, or, if they are in the same compartment, the magazine or speed loader is contained 
within a separate enclosure in that compartment that does not contain the firearm and that closes 
using a snap, button, buckle, zipper, hook and loop closing mechanism, or other fastener that 
must be opened to access the contents or the firearm is contained within a separate enclosure of 
that nature in that compartment that does not contain the magazine or speed loader; 
 
(ii)  A pocket or other enclosure on the person of the person in question that closes using a snap, 
button, buckle, zipper, hook and loop closing mechanism, or other fastener that must be opened 
to access the contents. 
 
(c)  For the purposes of divisions (K)(5)(a) and (b) of this section, ammunition held in stripper-
clips or in en-bloc clips is not considered ammunition that is loaded into a magazine or speed 
loader. 
 
(6)  “Unloaded” means, with respect to a firearm employing a percussion cap, flintlock, or other 
obsolete ignition system, when the weapon is uncapped or when the priming charge is removed 
from the pan. 
 
(7)  “Commercial motor vehicle” has the same meaning as in division (A) of section 4506.25 of 
the Revised Code. 
 
(8)  “Motor carrier enforcement unit” means the motor carrier enforcement unit in the 
department of public safety, division of state highway patrol, that is created by section 5503.34 
of the Revised Code. 
 
(L)  Divisions (K)(5)(a) and (b) of this section do not affect the authority of a person who is 
carrying a valid concealed handgun license to have one or more magazines or speed loaders 
containing ammunition anywhere in a vehicle, without being transported as described in those 
divisions, as long as no ammunition is in a firearm, other than a handgun, in the vehicle other 
than as permitted under any other provision of this chapter. A person who is carrying a valid 
concealed handgun license may have one or more magazines or speed loaders containing 
ammunition anywhere in a vehicle without further restriction, as long as no ammunition is in a 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-489

firearm, other than a handgun, in the vehicle other than as permitted under any provision of this 
chapter. 
 
Oklahoma  
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1272 (2015)  
Unlawful carry 
 
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to carry upon or about his or her person, or in a purse or 
other container belonging to the person, any pistol, revolver, shotgun or rifle whether loaded or 
unloaded or any dagger, bowie knife, dirk knife, switchblade knife, sword cane, knife having a 
blade which opens automatically by hand pressure applied to a button, spring, or other device in 
the handle of the knife, blackjack, loaded cane, billy, hand chain, metal knuckles, or any other 
offensive weapon, whether such weapon be concealed or unconcealed, except this section shall 
not prohibit: 
 
1. The proper use of guns and knives for hunting, fishing, educational or recreational purposes; 
 
2. The carrying or use of weapons in a manner otherwise permitted by statute or authorized by 
the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act; 
 
3. The carrying, possession and use of any weapon by a peace officer or other person authorized 
by law to carry a weapon in the performance of official duties and in compliance with the rules 
of the employing agency; 
 
4. The carrying or use of weapons in a courthouse by a district judge, associate district judge or 
special district judge within this state, who is in possession of a valid handgun license issued 
pursuant to the provisions of the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act and whose name appears on a list 
maintained by the Administrative Director of the Courts; or 
 
5. The carrying and use of firearms and other weapons provided in this subsection when used for 
the purpose of living history reenactment. For purposes of this paragraph, "living history 
reenactment" means depiction of historical characters, scenes, historical life or events for 
entertainment, education, or historical documentation through the wearing or use of period, 
historical, antique or vintage clothing, accessories, firearms, weapons, and other implements of 
the historical period. 
 
B. Any person convicted of violating the foregoing provision shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable as provided in Section 1276 of this title. 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1272.1 (2015)  
Carrying firearms where liquor is consumed 
 
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to carry or possess any weapon designated in Section 1272 
of this title in any establishment where low-point beer, as defined by Section 163.2 of Title 37 of 
the Oklahoma Statutes, or alcoholic beverages, as defined by Section 506 of Title 37 of the 
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Oklahoma Statutes, are consumed. This provision shall not apply to a peace officer, as defined in 
Section 99 of this title, or to private investigators with a firearms authorization when acting in 
the scope and course of employment, and shall not apply to an owner or proprietor of the 
establishment having a pistol, rifle, or shotgun on the premises. Provided however, a person 
possessing a valid handgun license pursuant to the provisions of the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act 
may carry the concealed or unconcealed handgun into any restaurant or other establishment 
licensed to dispense low-point beer or alcoholic beverages where the sale of low-point beer or 
alcoholic beverages does not constitute the primary purpose of the business. 
 
Provided further, nothing in this section shall be interpreted to authorize any peace officer in 
actual physical possession of a weapon to consume low-point beer or alcoholic beverages, except 
in the authorized line of duty as an undercover officer. 
 
Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to authorize any private investigator with a firearms 
authorization in actual physical possession of a weapon to consume low-point beer or alcoholic 
beverages in any establishment where low-point beer or alcoholic beverages are consumed. 
 
B. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be punished as provided in Section 
1272.2 of this title. 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 21-1272.2 (2015)  
Penalty for firearm in liquor establishment 
 
Any person who intentionally or knowingly carries on his or her person any weapon in violation 
of Section 1272.1 of this title, shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a felony punishable by a fine 
not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), or imprisonment in the custody of the 
Department of Corrections for a period not to exceed two (2) years, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment. 
 
Any person convicted of violating the provisions of this section after having been issued a 
handgun license pursuant to the provisions of the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act shall have the 
license revoked by the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation after a hearing and determination 
that the person is in violation of Section 1272.1 of this title. 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 21-1273 (2015) 
Allowing minors to possess firearms 
 
A.  It shall be unlawful for any person within this state to sell or give to any child any of the arms 
or weapons designated in Section 1272 of this title; provided, the provisions of this section shall 
not prohibit a parent of a child or legal guardian of a child, or a person acting with the permission 
of the parent of the child or legal guardian of the child, from giving the child a firearm for 
participation in hunting animals or fowl, hunter safety classes, education and training in the safe 
use and handling of firearms, target shooting, skeet, trap or other sporting events or competitions, 
except as provided in subsection B of this section. 
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B.  It shall be unlawful for any parent or guardian to intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly 
permit his or her child to possess any of the arms or weapons designated in Section 1272 of this 
title, including any firearm, if such parent is aware of a substantial risk that the child will use the 
weapon to commit a criminal offense or if the child has either been adjudicated a delinquent or 
has been convicted as an adult for any criminal offense that contains as an element the threat or 
use of physical force against the person of another. 
 
C.  It shall be unlawful for any child to possess any of the arms or weapons designated in Section 
1272 of this title, except firearms used for participation in hunting animals or fowl, hunter safety 
classes, education and training in the safe use and handling of firearms, target shooting, skeet, 
trap or other sporting events or competitions.  Provided, this section shall not authorize the 
possession of such weapons by any person who is subject to the provisions of Section 1283 of 
this title. 
 
D.  Any person violating the provisions of this section shall, upon conviction, be punished as 
provided in Section 1276 of this title, and, any child violating the provisions of this section shall 
be subject to adjudication as a delinquent.  In addition, any person violating the provisions of 
subsection A or B of this section shall be liable for civil damages for any injury or death to any 
person and for any damage to property, as provided in Section 10 of Title 23 of the Oklahoma 
Statutes, resulting from any discharge of a firearm by the child or use of any other weapon that 
the person had given to the child or permitted the child to possess.  Any person convicted of 
violating the provisions of this section after having been issued a handgun license pursuant to the 
provisions of the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act may be liable for an administrative violation as 
provided in Section 1276 of this title. 
 
E.  As used in this section, "child" means a person under eighteen (18) years of age. 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 21-1277 (2015)  
Unlawful carry in certain places 
 
A.  It shall be unlawful for any person in possession of a valid handgun license issued pursuant 
to the provisions of the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act to carry any concealed or unconcealed 
handgun into any of the following places: 
 
1.  Any structure, building, or office space which is owned or leased by a city, town, county, 
state or federal governmental authority for the purpose of conducting business with the public; 
 
2.  Any prison, jail, detention facility or any facility used to process, hold or house arrested 
persons, prisoners or persons alleged delinquent or adjudicated delinquent, except as provided in 
Section 21 of Title 57 of the Oklahoma Statutes; 
 
3.  Any public or private elementary or public or private secondary school, except as provided in 
subsection C of this section; 
 
4.  Any sports arena during a professional sporting event; 
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5.  Any place where pari-mutuel wagering is authorized by law; and 
 
6.  Any other place specifically prohibited by law. 
 
B.  For purposes of paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of subsection A of this section, the prohibited 
place does not include and specifically excludes the following property: 
 
1.  Any property set aside for the use or parking of any vehicle, whether attended or unattended, 
by a city, town, county, state or federal governmental authority; 
 
2.  Any property set aside for the use or parking of any vehicle, whether attended or unattended, 
by any entity offering any professional sporting event which is open to the public for admission, 
or by any entity engaged in pari-mutuel wagering authorized by law; 
 
3.  Any property adjacent to a structure, building or office space in which concealed or 
unconcealed weapons are prohibited by the provisions of this section; 
 
4.  Any property designated by a city, town, county or state governmental authority as a park, 
recreational area, or fairgrounds; provided, nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to 
authorize any entry by a person in possession of a concealed or unconcealed handgun into any 
structure, building or office space which is specifically prohibited by the provisions of subsection 
A of this section; and 
 
5.  Any property set aside by a public or private elementary or secondary school for the use or 
parking of any vehicle, whether attended or unattended; provided, however, said handgun shall 
be stored and hidden from view in a locked motor vehicle when the motor vehicle is left 
unattended on school property. 
 
Nothing contained in any provision of this subsection or subsection C of this section shall be 
construed to authorize or allow any person in control of any place described in paragraph 1, 2, 3, 
4 or 5 of subsection A of this section to establish any policy or rule that has the effect of 
prohibiting any person in lawful possession of a handgun license from possession of a handgun 
allowable under such license in places described in paragraph 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 of this subsection. 
 
C.  A concealed or unconcealed weapon may be carried onto private school property or in any 
school bus or vehicle used by any private school for transportation of students or teachers by a 
person who is licensed pursuant to the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act, provided a policy has been 
adopted by the governing entity of the private school that authorizes the carrying and possession 
of a weapon on private school property or in any school bus or vehicle used by a private school. 
Except for acts of gross negligence or willful or wanton misconduct, a governing entity of a 
private school that adopts a policy which authorizes the possession of a weapon on private 
school property, a school bus or vehicle used by the private school shall be immune from 
liability for any injuries arising from the adoption of the policy. The provisions of this subsection 
shall not apply to claims pursuant to the Workers' Compensation Code. 
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D.  Any person violating the provisions of subsection A of this section shall, upon conviction, be 
guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed Two Hundred Fifty Dollars 
($250.00). 
 
E.  No person in possession of a valid handgun license issued pursuant to the provisions of the 
Oklahoma Self-Defense Act shall be authorized to carry the handgun into or upon any college, 
university or technology center school property, except as provided in this subsection. For 
purposes of this subsection, the following property shall not be construed as prohibited for 
persons having a valid handgun license: 
 
1.  Any property set aside for the use or parking of any vehicle, whether attended or unattended, 
provided the handgun is carried or stored as required by law and the handgun is not removed 
from the vehicle without the prior consent of the college or university president or technology 
center school administrator while the vehicle is on any college, university or technology center 
school property; 
 
2.  Any property authorized for possession or use of handguns by college, university or 
technology center school policy; and 
 
3.  Any property authorized by the written consent of the college or university president or 
technology center school administrator, provided the written consent is carried with the handgun 
and the valid handgun license while on college, university or technology center school property. 
 
The college, university or technology center school may notify the Oklahoma State Bureau of 
Investigation within ten (10) days of a violation of any provision of this subsection by a licensee. 
Upon receipt of a written notification of violation, the Bureau shall give a reasonable notice to 
the licensee and hold a hearing. At the hearing, upon a determination that the licensee has 
violated any provision of this subsection, the licensee may be subject to an administrative fine of 
Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) and may have the handgun license suspended for three (3) 
months. 
 
Nothing contained in any provision of this subsection shall be construed to authorize or allow 
any college, university or technology center school to establish any policy or rule that has the 
effect of prohibiting any person in lawful possession of a handgun license from possession of a 
handgun allowable under such license in places described in paragraphs 1, 2, and 3 of this 
subsection. Nothing contained in any provision of this subsection shall be construed to limit the 
authority of any college, university or technology center school in this state from taking 
administrative action against any student for any violation of any provision of this subsection. 
 
F.  The provisions of this section shall not apply to any peace officer or to any person authorized 
by law to carry a pistol in the course of employment. District judges, associate district judges, 
and special district judges, who are in possession of a valid handgun license issued pursuant to 
the provisions of the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act and whose names appear on a list maintained 
by the Administrative Director of the Courts, shall be exempt from this section when acting in 
the course and scope of employment within the courthouses of this state. Private investigators 
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with a firearms authorization shall be exempt from this section when acting in the course and 
scope of employment. 
 
G.  For the purposes of this section, "motor vehicle" means any automobile, truck, minivan or 
sports utility vehicle. 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1290.1 (2015) 
Short title 
 
Sections 1 through 25 of this act shall be known and may be cited as the "Oklahoma Self-
Defense Act". 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1290.2 (2015) 
Definitions 
  
A.  As used in the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act: 
 
1.  "Concealed handgun" means a loaded or unloaded pistol, the presence of which is not openly 
discernible to the ordinary observation of a reasonable person; 
 
2.  "Unconcealed handgun" means a loaded or unloaded pistol carried upon the person in a belt 
holster or shoulder holster that is wholly or partially visible, or carried upon the person in a 
scabbard or case designed for carrying firearms that is wholly or partially visible; and 
 
3.  "Pistol" means any derringer, revolver or semiautomatic firearm which: 
 
a.  has an overall length of less than sixteen (16) inches, 
 
b.  is capable of discharging a projectile composed of any material 
       which may reasonably be expected to be able to cause lethal injury, 
 
c.  is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand, and 
d.  uses either gunpowder, gas or any means of rocket propulsion to discharge the projectile. 
 
B.  The definition of pistol for purposes of the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act shall not apply to 
homemade or imitation pistols, flare guns, underwater fishing guns or blank pistols. 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1290.4 (2015) 
Unlawful carry 
 
As provided by Section 1272 of this title, it is unlawful for any person to carry a concealed or 
unconcealed handgun in this state, except as hereby authorized by the provisions of the 
Oklahoma Self-Defense Act or as may otherwise be provided by law. 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1290.5 (2015) 
Term of license and renewal 
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A.  A handgun license when issued shall authorize the person to whom the license is issued to 
carry a loaded or unloaded handgun, concealed or unconcealed, as authorized by the provisions 
of the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act, and any future modifications thereto. The license shall be 
valid in this state for a period of five (5) or ten (10) years, unless subsequently surrendered, 
suspended or revoked as provided by law. The person shall have no authority to continue to carry 
a concealed or unconcealed handgun in this state pursuant to the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act 
when a license is expired or when a license has been voluntarily surrendered or suspended or 
revoked for any reason. 
 
B.  A license may be renewed any time within ninety (90) days prior to the expiration date as 
provided in this subsection. The Bureau shall send a renewal application to each eligible licensee 
with a return address requested. There shall be a ninety-day grace period on license renewals 
beginning on the date of expiration, thereafter the license is considered expired. However, any 
applicant shall have three (3) years from the expiration of the license to comply with the renewal 
requirements of this section. 
 
1.  To renew a handgun license, the licensee must first obtain a renewal form from the Oklahoma 
State Bureau of Investigation. 
 
2.  The applicant must complete the renewal form, attach two current passport size photographs 
of the applicant, and submit a renewal fee in the amount of Eighty-five Dollars ($85.00) to the 
Bureau. The renewal fee may be paid with a nationally recognized credit card as provided in 
subparagraph b of paragraph 4 of subsection A of Section 1290.12 of this title, by electronic 
funds transfer, or by a cashier's check or money order made payable to the Oklahoma State 
Bureau of Investigation. 
 
3.  Upon receipt of the renewal application, photographs and fee, the Bureau will conduct a 
criminal history records name search, an investigation of medical records or other records or 
information deemed by the Bureau to be relevant to the renewal application. If the applicant 
appears not to have any prohibition to renewing the handgun license, the Bureau shall issue the 
renewed license for a period of five (5) or ten (10) years. 
 
C.  Beginning November 1, 2007, any person making application for a handgun license or any 
licensee seeking to renew a handgun license shall have the option to request that said license be 
valid for a period of ten (10) years. The fee for any handgun license issued for a period of ten 
(10) years shall be double the amount of the fee provided for in paragraph 4 of subsection A of 
Section 1290.12 of this title. The renewal fee for a handgun license issued for a period of ten (10) 
years shall be double the amount of the fee provided for in paragraph 2 of subsection B of this 
section. 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1290.7 (2015) 
Construing authority of license 
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-496 

The authority to carry a concealed or unconcealed handgun pursuant to a valid handgun license 
as authorized by the provisions of the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act shall not be construed to 
authorize any person to: 
 
1.  Carry or possess any weapon other than an authorized pistol as defined by the provisions of 
Section 1290.2 of this title; 
 
2.  Carry or possess any pistol in any manner or in any place otherwise prohibited by law; 
 
3.  Carry or possess any prohibited ammunition or any illegal, imitation or homemade pistol; 
 
4.  Carry or possess any pistol when the person is prohibited by state or federal law from 
carrying or possessing any firearm; or 
 
5.  Point, discharge or use the pistol in any manner not otherwise authorized by law. 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1290.8 (2015) 
Possession of license required--Notification to police of gun 
 
A.  Except as otherwise prohibited by law, an eligible person shall have authority to carry a 
concealed or unconcealed handgun in this state when the person has been issued a handgun 
license from the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation pursuant to the provisions of the 
Oklahoma Self-Defense Act, provided the person is in compliance with the provisions of the 
Oklahoma Self-Defense Act, and the license has not expired or been subsequently suspended or 
revoked. A person in possession of a valid handgun license and in compliance with the 
provisions of the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act shall be authorized to carry such concealed or 
unconcealed handgun while bow hunting or fishing. 
 
B.  The person shall be required to have possession of his or her valid handgun license and a 
valid Oklahoma driver license or an Oklahoma State photo identification at all times when in 
possession of an authorized pistol. The person shall display the handgun license on demand of a 
law enforcement officer; provided, however, that in the absence of reasonable and articulable 
suspicion of other criminal activity, an individual carrying an unconcealed or concealed handgun 
shall not be disarmed or physically restrained unless the individual fails to display a valid 
handgun license in response to that demand. Any violation of the provisions of this subsection 
may be punishable as a criminal offense as authorized by Section 1272 of this title or pursuant to 
any other applicable provision of law. Any second or subsequent violation of the provisions of 
this subsection shall be grounds for the Bureau to suspend the handgun license for a period of six 
(6) months, in addition to any other penalty imposed. 
 
Upon the arrest of any person for a violation of the provisions of this subsection, the person may 
show proof to the court that a valid handgun license and the other required identification has 
been issued to such person and the person may state any reason why the handgun license or the 
other required identification was not carried by the person as required by the Oklahoma Self-
Defense Act. The court shall dismiss an alleged violation of Section 1272 of this title upon 
payment of court costs, if proof of a valid handgun license and other required identification is 
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shown to the court within ten (10) days of the arrest of the person. The court shall report a 
dismissal of a charge to the Bureau for consideration of administrative proceedings against the 
licensee. 
 
C.  It shall be unlawful for any person to fail or refuse to identify the fact that the person is in 
actual possession of a concealed or unconcealed handgun pursuant to the authority of the 
Oklahoma Self-Defense Act when the person comes into contact with any law enforcement 
officer of this state or its political subdivisions or a federal law enforcement officer during the 
course of any arrest, detainment, or routine traffic stop. Said identification to the law 
enforcement officer shall be made at the first opportunity. No person shall be required to identify 
himself or herself as a handgun licensee when no handgun is in the possession of the person or in 
any vehicle in which the person is driving or is a passenger. Any violation of the provisions of 
this subsection shall, upon conviction, be a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not exceeding One 
Hundred Dollars ($100.00). 
 
D.  Any law enforcement officer coming in contact with a person whose handgun license is 
suspended, revoked, or expired, or who is in possession of a handgun license which has not been 
lawfully issued to that person, shall confiscate the license and return it to the Oklahoma State 
Bureau of Investigation for appropriate administrative proceedings against the licensee when the 
license is no longer needed as evidence in any criminal proceeding. 
 
E.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize a law enforcement officer to inspect 
any weapon properly concealed or unconcealed without probable cause that a crime has been 
committed. 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1290.9 (2015) 
Eligibility 
 
The following requirements shall apply to any person making application to the Oklahoma State 
Bureau of Investigation for a handgun license pursuant to the provisions of the Oklahoma Self-
Defense Act. The person must: 
 
1.  Be a citizen of the United States; 
 
2.  Establish a residency in the State of Oklahoma. For purposes of the Oklahoma Self-Defense 
Act, the term "residency" shall apply to any person who either possesses a valid Oklahoma driver 
license or state photo identification card, and physically maintains a residence in this state or to 
any person, including the spouse of such person, who has permanent military orders within this 
state and possesses a valid driver license from another state where such person and spouse of 
such person claim residency; 
 
3.  Be at least twenty-one (21) years of age; 
 
4.  Complete a firearms safety and training course and demonstrate competence and 
qualifications with the type of pistol to be carried by the person as provided in Section 1290.14 
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of this title, and submit proof of training and qualification or an exemption for training and 
qualification as authorized by Section 1290.14 of this title; 
 
5.  Submit the required fee and complete the application process as provided in Section 1290.12 
of this title; and 
 
6.  Comply in good faith with the provisions of the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act. 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1290.10 (2015) 
Mandatory preclusions 
 
In addition to the requirements stated in Section 1290.9 of this title, the conditions stated in this 
section shall preclude a person from eligibility for a handgun license pursuant to the provisions 
of the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act. The occurrence of any one of the following conditions shall 
deny the person the right to have a handgun license pursuant to the provisions of the Oklahoma 
Self-Defense Act. Prohibited conditions are: 
 
1.  Ineligible to possess a pistol due to any felony conviction or adjudication as a delinquent as 
provided by Section 1283 of this title, except as provided in subsection B of Section 1283 of this 
title; 
 
2.  Any felony conviction pursuant to any law of another state, a felony conviction pursuant to 
any provision of the United States Code, or any conviction pursuant to the laws of any foreign 
country, provided such foreign conviction would constitute a felony offense in this state if the 
offense had been committed in this state, except as provided in subsection B of Section 1283 of 
this title; 
 
3.  Adjudication as a mentally incompetent person pursuant to the provisions of the Oklahoma 
Mental Health Law, or an adjudication of incompetency entered in another state pursuant to any 
provision of law of that state, unless the person has been granted relief from the disqualifying 
disability pursuant to Section 1290.27 of this title; 
 
4.  Any false or misleading statement on the application for a handgun license as provided by 
paragraph 5 of subsection A of Section 1290.12 of this title; 
 
5.  Conviction of any one of the following misdemeanor offenses in this state or in any other 
state: 
 
a.  any assault and battery which caused serious physical injury to the victim, or any second or 
subsequent assault and battery conviction, 
 
b.  any aggravated assault and battery, 
 
c.  any stalking pursuant to Section 1173 of this title, or a similar law of another state, 
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d.  a violation relating to the Protection from Domestic Abuse Act or any violation of a victim 
protection order of another state, 
 
e.  any conviction relating to illegal drug use or possession, or 
 
f.  an act of domestic abuse as defined by Section 644 of this title or an act of domestic assault 
and battery or any comparable acts under the laws of another state. 
 
The preclusive period for a misdemeanor conviction related to illegal drug use or possession 
shall be ten (10) years from the date of completion of a sentence. For purposes of this subsection, 
"date of completion of a sentence" shall mean the day an offender completes all incarceration, 
probation, and parole pertaining to such sentence; 
 
6.  An attempted suicide or other condition relating to or indicating mental instability or an 
unsound mind which occurred within the preceding ten-year period from the date of the 
application for a license to carry a concealed firearm or that occurs during the period of 
licensure; 
 
7.  Currently undergoing treatment for a mental illness, condition, or disorder. For purposes of 
this paragraph, "currently undergoing treatment for a mental illness, condition, or disorder" 
means the person has been diagnosed by a licensed physician as being afflicted with a substantial 
disorder of thought, mood, perception, psychological orientation, or memory that significantly 
impairs judgment, behavior, capacity to recognize reality, or ability to meet the ordinary 
demands of life; 
 
8.  Significant character defects of the applicant as evidenced by a misdemeanor criminal record 
indicating habitual criminal activity; 
 
9.  Ineligible to possess a pistol due to any provision of law of this state or the United States 
Code, except as provided in subsection B of Section 1283 of this title; 
 
10.  Failure to pay an assessed fine or surrender the handgun license as required by a decision by 
the administrative hearing examiner pursuant to authority of the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act; 
 
11.  Being subject to an outstanding felony warrant issued in this state or another state or the 
United States; or 
 
12.  Adjudication as a delinquent as provided by Section 1283 of this title, except as provided in 
subsection B of Section 1283 of this title. 
 
Okla. Stat. tit. 21, § 1290.11 (2015) 
Other preclusions 
 
A.  The following conditions shall preclude a person from being eligible for a handgun license 
pursuant to the provisions of the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act for a period of time as prescribed 
in each of the following paragraphs: 
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1.  An arrest for an alleged commission of a felony offense or a felony charge pending in this 
state, another state or pursuant to the United States Code. The preclusive period shall be until the 
final determination of the matter; 
 
2.  The person is subject to the provisions of a deferred sentence or deferred prosecution in this 
state or another state or pursuant to federal authority for the commission of a felony offense. The 
preclusive period shall be three (3) years and shall begin upon the final determination of the 
matter; 
 
3.  Any involuntary commitment for a mental illness, condition, or disorder pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 5-410 of Title 43A of the Oklahoma Statutes or any involuntary 
commitment in another state pursuant to any provisions of law of that state. The preclusive 
period shall be permanent as provided by Title 18 of the United States Code Section 922(g)(4) 
unless the person has been granted relief from the disqualifying disability pursuant to Section 3 
of this act; 
 
4.  The person has previously undergone treatment for a mental illness, condition, or disorder 
which required medication or supervision as defined by paragraph 7 of Section 1290.10 of this 
title. The preclusive period shall be three (3) years from the last date of treatment or upon 
presentation of a certified statement from a licensed physician stating that the person is either no 
longer disabled by any mental or psychiatric illness, condition, or disorder or that the person has 
been stabilized on medication for ten (10) years or more; 
 
5.  Inpatient treatment for substance abuse. The preclusive period shall be three (3) years from 
the last date of treatment or upon presentation of a certified statement from a licensed physician 
stating that the person has been free from substance use for twelve (12) months or more 
preceding the filing of an application for a handgun license; 
 
6.  Two or more convictions of public intoxication pursuant to Section 8 of Title 37 of the 
Oklahoma Statutes, or a similar law of another state. The preclusive period shall be three (3) 
years from the date of the completion of the last sentence; 
 
7.  Two or more misdemeanor convictions relating to intoxication or driving under the influence 
of an intoxicating substance or alcohol. The preclusive period shall be three (3) years from the 
date of the completion of the last sentence or shall require a certified statement from a licensed 
physician stating that the person is not in need of substance abuse treatment; 
 
8.  A court order for a final Victim Protection Order against the applicant, as authorized by the 
Protection from Domestic Abuse Act, or any court order granting a final victim protection order 
against the applicant from another state. The preclusive period shall be three (3) years from the 
date of the entry of the final court order, or sixty (60) days from the date an order was vacated, 
canceled or withdrawn; 
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9.  An adjudicated delinquent or convicted felon residing in the residence of the applicant which 
may be a violation of Section 1283 of this title. The preclusive period shall be thirty (30) days 
from the date the person no longer resides in the same residence as the applicant; or 
 
10.  An arrest for an alleged commission of, a charge pending for, or the person is subject to the 
provisions of a deferred prosecution for any one or more of the following misdemeanor offenses 
in this state or another state: 
 
a.  any assault and battery which caused serious physical injury to the victim or any second or 
subsequent assault and battery, 
 
b.  any aggravated assault and battery, 
 
c.  any stalking pursuant to Section 1173 of this title, or a similar law of another state, 
 
d.  any violation of the Protection from Domestic Abuse Act or any violation of a victim 
protection order of another state,  
 
e.  any violation relating to illegal drug use or possession, or 
 
f.  an act of domestic abuse as defined by Section 644 of this title or an act of domestic assault 
and battery or any comparable acts under the law of another state. 
 
The preclusive period shall be until the final determination of the matter. The preclusive period 
for a person subject to the provisions of a deferred sentence for the offenses mentioned in this 
paragraph shall be three (3) years and shall begin upon the final determination of the matter. 
 
B.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to require a full investigation of the applicant by 
the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation. 
 
Oregon 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 161.015 (2016) 
General definitions 
 
As used in chapter 743, Oregon Laws 1971, and ORS 166.635, unless the context requires 
otherwise: 
 
(1)  “Dangerous weapon” means any weapon, device, instrument, material or substance which 
under the circumstances in which it is used, attempted to be used or threatened to be used, is 
readily capable of causing death or serious physical injury. 
 
(2)  “Deadly weapon” means any instrument, article or substance specifically designed for and 
presently capable of causing death or serious physical injury. 
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(3)  “Deadly physical force” means physical force that under the circumstances in which it is 
used is readily capable of causing death or serious physical injury. 
 
(4)  “Peace officer” means: 
 
(a)  A member of the Oregon State Police; 
 
(b)  A sheriff, constable, marshal, municipal police officer or reserve officer as defined in ORS 
133.005, or a police officer commissioned by a university under ORS 352.383 or 353.125; 
 
(c)  An investigator of the Criminal Justice Division of the Department of Justice or investigator 
of a district attorney’s office; 
 
(d)  A humane special agent as defined in ORS 181.435; 
 
(e)  A liquor enforcement inspector exercising authority described in ORS 471.775 (2); 
 
(f)  An authorized tribal police officer as defined in section 1, chapter 644, Oregon Laws 2011; 
and 
 
(g)  Any other person designated by law as a peace officer. 
 
(5)  “Person” means a human being and, where appropriate, a public or private corporation, an 
unincorporated association, a partnership, a government or a governmental instrumentality. 
 
(6)  “Physical force” includes, but is not limited to, the use of an electrical stun gun, tear gas or 
mace. 
 
(7)  “Physical injury” means impairment of physical condition or substantial pain. 
 
(8)  “Serious physical injury” means physical injury which creates a substantial risk of death or 
which causes serious and protracted disfigurement, protracted impairment of health or protracted 
loss or impairment of the function of any bodily organ. 
 
(9)  “Possess” means to have physical possession or otherwise to exercise dominion or control 
over property. 
 
(10)  “Public place” means a place to which the general public has access and includes, but is not 
limited to, hallways, lobbies and other parts of apartment houses and hotels not constituting 
rooms or apartments designed for actual residence, and highways, streets, schools, places of 
amusement, parks, playgrounds and premises used in connection with public passenger 
transportation. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 164.885 (2015)  
Endangering aircraft 
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(1) A person commits the crime of endangering aircraft in the first degree if the person 
knowingly: 
 
(a) Throws an object at, or drops an object upon, an aircraft; 
 
(b) Discharges a bow and arrow, gun, airgun or firearm at or toward an aircraft; 
 
(c) Tampers with an aircraft or a part, system, machine or substance used to operate an aircraft  
 in such a manner as to impair the safety, efficiency or operation of an aircraft without the  
 consent of the owner, operator or possessor of the aircraft; or 
 
(d) Places, sets, arms or causes to be discharged a spring gun, trap, explosive device or  
 explosive material with the intent of damaging, destroying or discouraging the operation of an  
 aircraft. 
 
 (2)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, a person commits the crime of  
 endangering aircraft in the second degree if the person knowingly possesses a firearm or  
 deadly weapon in a restricted access area of a commercial service airport that has at least 2  
 million passenger boardings per calendar year. 
 
 (b) Paragraph (a) of this subsection does not apply to a person authorized under federal law or  
 an airport security program to possess a firearm or deadly weapon in a restricted access area. 
 
(3)(a) Endangering aircraft in the first degree is a Class C felony. 
 
(b) Endangering aircraft in the second degree is a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
(4) As used in this section, “restricted access area” means an area of a commercial service   
   airport that is: 
 
(a) Designated as restricted in the airport security program approved by the federal     
Transportation Security Administration; and 
  
(b) Marked at points of entry with signs giving notice that access to the area is restricted.  
 
Note: 164.885 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not added to or made a 
part of ORS chapter 164 or any series therein by legislative action. See Preface to Oregon 
Revised Statutes for further explanation. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.170 (2015) 
State preemption 
 
(1)  Except as expressly authorized by state statute, the authority to regulate in any matter 
whatsoever the sale, acquisition, transfer, ownership, possession, storage, transportation or use of 
firearms or any element relating to firearms and components thereof, including ammunition, is 
vested solely in the Legislative Assembly. 
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(2)  Except as expressly authorized by state statute, no county, city or other municipal 
corporation or district may enact civil or criminal ordinances, including but not limited to zoning 
ordinances, to regulate, restrict or prohibit the sale, acquisition, transfer, ownership, possession, 
storage, transportation or use of firearms or any element relating to firearms and components 
thereof, including ammunition. Ordinances that are contrary to this subsection are void. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.171 (2015) 
Authority of county to regulate discharge of firearms 
 
(1)  A county may adopt ordinances to regulate, restrict or prohibit the discharge of firearms 
within their boundaries. 
 
(2)  Ordinances adopted under subsection (1) of this section may not apply to or affect: 
 
(a)  A person discharging a firearm in the lawful defense of person or property. 
 
(b)  A person discharging a firearm in the course of lawful hunting. 
 
(c)  A landowner and guests of the landowner discharging a firearm, when the discharge will not 
endanger adjacent persons or property. 
 
(d)  A person discharging a firearm on a public or private shooting range, shooting gallery or 
other area designed and built for the purpose of target shooting. 
 
(e)  A person discharging a firearm in the course of target shooting on public land that is not 
inside an urban growth boundary or the boundary of a city, if the discharge will not endanger 
persons or property. 
 
(f)  An employee of the United States Department of Agriculture, acting within the scope of 
employment, discharging a firearm in the course of the lawful taking of wildlife. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.172 (2015) 
Authority of city to regulate discharge of firearms 
 
(1)  A city may adopt ordinances to regulate, restrict or prohibit the discharge of firearms within 
the city’s boundaries. 
 
(2)  Ordinances adopted under subsection (1) of this section may not apply to or affect: 
 
(a)  A person discharging a firearm in the lawful defense of person or property. 
 
(b)  A person discharging a firearm on a public or private shooting range, shooting gallery or 
other area designed and built for the purpose of target shooting. 
 
(c)  An employee of the United States Department of Agriculture, acting within the scope of 
employment, discharging a firearm in the course of the lawful taking of wildlife. 
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Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.173 (2015) 
Authority of city or county to regulate possession of loaded firearms in public places 
 
(1)  A city or county may adopt ordinances to regulate, restrict or prohibit the possession of 
loaded firearms in public places as defined in ORS 161.015. 
 
(2)  Ordinances adopted under subsection (1) of this section do not apply to or affect: 
 
(a)  A law enforcement officer. 
 
(b)  A member of the military in the performance of official duty. 
 
(c)  A person licensed to carry a concealed handgun. 
 
(d)  A person authorized to possess a loaded firearm while in or on a public building or court 
facility under ORS 166.370. 
 
(e)  An employee of the United States Department of Agriculture, acting within the scope of 
employment, who possesses a loaded firearm in the course of the lawful taking of wildlife. 
 
(f)  An honorably retired law enforcement officer, unless the person who is a retired law 
enforcement officer has been convicted of an offense that would make the person ineligible to 
obtain a concealed handgun license under ORS 166.291 and 166.292. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.174 (2015) 
Authority of city, county, municipal corporation or district to regulate possession or sale of 
firearms 
 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a city, county or other municipal corporation or 
district may not adopt ordinances that regulate, restrict or prohibit the possession or sale of 
firearms in a public building that is rented or leased to a person during the term of the lease. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. 166.190 (2015) 
Pointing firearm at another; courts having jurisdiction over offense 
 
Any person over the age of 12 years who, with or without malice, purposely points or aims any 
loaded or empty pistol, gun, revolver or other firearm, at or toward any other person within range 
of the firearm, except in self-defense, shall be fined upon conviction in any sum not less than $10 
nor more than $500, or be imprisoned in the county jail not less than 10 days nor more than six 
months, or both. Justice courts have jurisdiction concurrent with the circuit court of the trial of 
violations of this section. When any person is charged before a justice court with violation of this 
section, the court shall, upon motion of the district attorney, at any time before trial, act as a 
committing magistrate, and if probable cause be established, hold such person to the grand jury. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. 166.210 (2015) 
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Definitions 
 
As used in ORS 166.250 to 166.270, 166.291 to 166.295 and 166.410 to 166.470: 
 
(1)  “Antique firearm” means: 
 
(a)  Any firearm, including any firearm with a matchlock, flintlock, percussion cap or similar 
type of ignition system, manufactured in or before 1898; and 
 
(b)  Any replica of any firearm described in paragraph (a) of this subsection if the replica: 
 
(A)  Is not designed or redesigned for using rimfire or conventional centerfire fixed ammunition; 
or 
 
(B)  Uses rimfire or conventional centerfire fixed ammunition that is no longer manufactured in 
the United States and that is not readily available in the ordinary channels of commercial trade. 
 
(2)  “Corrections officer” has the meaning given that term in ORS 181.610. 
 
(3)  “Firearm” means a weapon, by whatever name known, which is designed to expel a 
projectile by the action of powder. 
 
(4)  “Firearms silencer” means any device for silencing, muffling or diminishing the report of a 
firearm. 
 
(5)  “Handgun” means any pistol or revolver using a fixed cartridge containing a propellant 
charge, primer and projectile, and designed to be aimed or fired otherwise than from the 
shoulder. 
 
(6)  “Machine gun” means a weapon of any description by whatever name known, loaded or 
unloaded, which is designed or modified to allow two or more shots to be fired by a single 
pressure on the trigger device. 
 
(7)  “Minor” means a person under 18 years of age. 
 
(8)  “Offense” has the meaning given that term in ORS 161.505. 
 
(9)  “Parole and probation officer” has the meaning given that term in ORS 181.610. 
 
(10)  “Peace officer” has the meaning given that term in ORS 133.005. 
 
(11)  “Short-barreled rifle” means a rifle having one or more barrels less than 16 inches in length 
and any weapon made from a rifle if the weapon has an overall length of less than 26 inches. 
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-507

(12)  “Short-barreled shotgun” means a shotgun having one or more barrels less than 18 inches in 
length and any weapon made from a shotgun if the weapon has an overall length of less than 26 
inches. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. 166.220 (2015) 
Unlawful use of weapon 
 
(1)  A person commits the crime of unlawful use of a weapon if the person: 
 
(a)  Attempts to use unlawfully against another, or carries or possesses with intent to use 
unlawfully against another, any dangerous or deadly weapon as defined in ORS 161.015; or 
 
(b)  Intentionally discharges a firearm, blowgun, bow and arrow, crossbow or explosive device 
within the city limits of any city or within residential areas within urban growth boundaries at or 
in the direction of any person, building, structure or vehicle within the range of the weapon 
without having legal authority for such discharge. 
 
(2)  This section does not apply to: 
 
(a)  Police officers or military personnel in the lawful performance of their official duties; 
 
(b)  Persons lawfully defending life or property as provided in ORS 161.219; 
 
(c)  Persons discharging firearms, blowguns, bows and arrows, crossbows or explosive devices 
upon public or private shooting ranges, shooting galleries or other areas designated and built for 
the purpose of target shooting; 
 
(d)  Persons lawfully engaged in hunting in compliance with rules and regulations adopted by the 
State Department of Fish and Wildlife; or 
 
(e)  An employee of the United States Department of Agriculture, acting within the scope of 
employment, discharging a firearm in the course of the lawful taking of wildlife. 
 
(3)  Unlawful use of a weapon is a Class C felony. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.240 (2015)  
Carrying of concealed weapons  
 
(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, any person who carries concealed upon 
the person any knife having a blade that projects or swings into position by force of a spring or 
by centrifugal force, any dirk, dagger, ice pick, slungshot, metal knuckles, or any similar 
instrument by the use of which injury could be inflicted upon the person or property of any other 
person, commits a Class B misdemeanor. 
 
(2) Nothing in subsection (1) of this section applies to any peace officer as defined in ORS 
133.005, whose duty it is to serve process or make arrests. Justice courts have concurrent 
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jurisdiction to try any person charged with violating any of the provisions of subsection (1) of 
this section. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.250 (2016)  
Unlawful possession of firearms 
 
(1)  Except as otherwise provided in this section or ORS 166.260, 166.270, 166.274, 166.291, 
166.292 or 166.410 to 166.470 or section 5, chapter 826, Oregon Laws 2009, a person commits 
the crime of unlawful possession of a firearm if the person knowingly: 
 
(a)  Carries any firearm concealed upon the person; 
 
(b)  Possesses a handgun that is concealed and readily accessible to the person within any 
vehicle; or 
 
(c)  Possesses a firearm and: 
 
(A)  Is under 18 years of age; 
 
(B)   
 
(i)  While a minor, was found to be within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for having 
committed an act which, if committed by an adult, would constitute a felony or a misdemeanor 
involving violence, as defined in ORS 166.470; and 
 
(ii)  Was discharged from the jurisdiction of the juvenile court within four years prior to being 
charged under this section; 
 
(C)  Has been convicted of a felony; 
 
(D)  Was committed to the Oregon Health Authority under ORS 426.130; 
 
(E)  Was found to be a person with mental illness and subject to an order under ORS 426.130 
that the person be prohibited from purchasing or possessing a firearm as a result of that mental 
illness; 
 
(F)  Is presently subject to an order under ORS 426.133 prohibiting the person from purchasing 
or possessing a firearm; or 
 
(G)  Has been found guilty except for insanity under ORS 161.295 of a felony; or 
 
(H)  The possession of the firearm by the person is prohibited under section 2 of this 2015 Act. 
 
(2)  This section does not prohibit: 
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(a)  A minor, who is not otherwise prohibited under subsection (1)(c) of this section, from 
possessing a firearm: 
 
(A)  Other than a handgun, if the firearm was transferred to the minor by the minor’s parent or 
guardian or by another person with the consent of the minor’s parent or guardian; or 
 
(B)  Temporarily for hunting, target practice or any other lawful purpose; or 
 
(b)  Any citizen of the United States over the age of 18 years who resides in or is temporarily 
sojourning within this state, and who is not within the excepted classes prescribed by ORS 
166.270 and subsection (1) of this section, from owning, possessing or keeping within the 
person’s place of residence or place of business any handgun, and no permit or license to 
purchase, own, possess or keep any such firearm at the person’s place of residence or place of 
business is required of any such citizen. As used in this subsection, “residence” includes a 
recreational vessel or recreational vehicle while used, for whatever period of time, as residential 
quarters. 
 
(3)  Firearms carried openly in belt holsters are not concealed within the meaning of this section. 
 
(4)   
 
(a)  Except as provided in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subsection, a handgun is readily 
accessible within the meaning of this section if the handgun is within the passenger compartment 
of the vehicle. 
 
(b)  If a vehicle, other than a vehicle described in paragraph (c) of this subsection, has no storage 
location that is outside the passenger compartment of the vehicle, a handgun is not readily 
accessible within the meaning of this section if: 
 
(A)  The handgun is stored in a closed and locked glove compartment, center console or other 
container; and 
 
(B)  The key is not inserted into the lock, if the glove compartment, center console or other 
container unlocks with a key. 
 
(c)  If the vehicle is a motorcycle, an all-terrain vehicle or a snowmobile, a handgun is not 
readily accessible within the meaning of this section if: 
 
(A)  The handgun is in a locked container within or affixed to the vehicle; or 
 
(B)  The handgun is equipped with a trigger lock or other locking mechanism that prevents the 
discharge of the firearm. 
 
(5)  Unlawful possession of a firearm is a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.262 (2015) 
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Limitation on peace officer’s authority to arrest for violating ORS 166.250 or 166.370 
 
A peace officer may not arrest or charge a person for violating ORS 166.250 (1)(a) or (b) or 
166.370 (1) if the person has in the person’s immediate possession: 
 
(1)  A valid license to carry a firearm as provided in ORS 166.291 and 166.292; 
 
(2)  Proof that the person is a law enforcement officer; or 
 
(3)  Proof that the person is an honorably retired law enforcement officer, unless the person has 
been convicted of an offense that would make the person ineligible to obtain a concealed 
handgun license under ORS 166.291 and 166.292. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.272 (2015) 
Unlawful possession of machine guns, certain short-barreled firearms and firearms 
silencers 
 
(1)  A person commits the crime of unlawful possession of a machine gun, short-barreled rifle, 
short-barreled shotgun or firearms silencer if the person knowingly possesses any machine gun, 
short-barreled rifle, short-barreled shotgun or firearms silencer. 
 
(2)  Unlawful possession of a machine gun, short-barreled rifle, short-barreled shotgun or 
firearms silencer is a Class B felony. 
 
(3)  A peace officer may not arrest or charge a person for violating subsection (1) of this section 
if the person has in the person’s immediate possession documentation showing that the machine 
gun, short-barreled rifle, short-barreled shotgun or firearms silencer is registered as required 
under federal law. 
 
(4)  It is an affirmative defense to a charge of violating subsection (1) of this section that the 
machine gun, short-barreled rifle, short-barreled shotgun or firearms silencer was registered as 
required under federal law. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.291 (2016) 
Issuance of concealed handgun license; application; fees; liability 
 
(1)  The sheriff of a county, upon a person’s application for an Oregon concealed handgun 
license, upon receipt of the appropriate fees and after compliance with the procedures set out in 
this section, shall issue the person a concealed handgun license if the person: 
 
(a)   
 
(A)  Is a citizen of the United States; or 
 
(B)  Is a legal resident alien who can document continuous residency in the county for at least six 
months and has declared in writing to the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services the 
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intent to acquire citizenship status and can present proof of the written declaration to the sheriff 
at the time of application for the license; 
 
(b)  Is at least 21 years of age; 
 
(c)  Is a resident of the county; 
 
(d)  Has no outstanding warrants for arrest; 
 
(e)  Is not free on any form of pretrial release; 
 
(f)  Demonstrates competence with a handgun by any one of the following: 
 
(A)  Completion of any hunter education or hunter safety course approved by the State 
Department of Fish and Wildlife or a similar agency of another state if handgun safety was a 
component of the course; 
 
(B)  Completion of any National Rifle Association firearms safety or training course if handgun 
safety was a component of the course; 
 
(C)  Completion of any firearms safety or training course or class available to the general public 
offered by law enforcement, community college, or private or public institution or organization 
or firearms training school utilizing instructors certified by the National Rifle Association or a 
law enforcement agency if handgun safety was a component of the course; 
 
(D)  Completion of any law enforcement firearms safety or training course or class offered for 
security guards, investigators, reserve law enforcement officers or any other law enforcement 
officers if handgun safety was a component of the course; 
 
(E)  Presents evidence of equivalent experience with a handgun through participation in 
organized shooting competition or military service; 
 
(F)  Is licensed or has been licensed to carry a firearm in this state, unless the license has been 
revoked; or 
 
(G)  Completion of any firearms training or safety course or class conducted by a firearms 
instructor certified by a law enforcement agency or the National Rifle Association if handgun 
safety was a component of the course; 
 
(g)  Has never been convicted of a felony or found guilty, except for insanity under ORS 
161.295, of a felony; 
 
(h)  Has not been convicted of a misdemeanor or found guilty, except for insanity under ORS 
161.295, of a misdemeanor within the four years prior to the application, including a 
misdemeanor conviction for the possession of marijuana as described in paragraph (L) of this 
subsection; 
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(i)  Has not been committed to the Oregon Health Authority under ORS 426.130; 
 
(j)  Has not been found to be a person with mental illness and is not subject to an order under 
ORS 426.130 that the person be prohibited from purchasing or possessing a firearm as a result of 
that mental illness; 
 
(k)  Has been discharged from the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for more than four years if, 
while a minor, the person was found to be within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for having 
committed an act that, if committed by an adult, would constitute a felony or a misdemeanor 
involving violence, as defined in ORS 166.470; 
 
(L)  Has not been convicted of an offense involving controlled substances or participated in a 
court-supervised drug diversion program, except this disability does not operate to exclude a 
person if: 
 
(A)  The person can demonstrate that the person has been convicted only once of a marijuana 
possession offense that constituted a misdemeanor or violation under the law of the jurisdiction 
of the offense, and has not completed a drug diversion program for a marijuana possession 
offense that constituted a misdemeanor or violation under the law of the jurisdiction of the 
offense; or 
 
(B)  The person can demonstrate that the person has only once completed a drug diversion 
program for a marijuana possession offense that constituted a misdemeanor or violation under 
the law of the jurisdiction of the offense, and has not been convicted of a marijuana possession 
offense that constituted a misdemeanor or violation under the law of the jurisdiction of the 
offense; 
 
(m)  Is not subject to a citation issued under ORS 163.735 or an order issued under ORS 30.866, 
107.700 to 107.735 or 163.738; 
 
(n)  Has not received a dishonorable discharge from the Armed Forces of the United States; 
 
(o)  Is not required to register as a sex offender in any state; and 
 
(p)  Is not presently subject to an order under ORS 426.133 prohibiting the person from 
purchasing or possessing a firearm. 
 
(2)  A person who has been granted relief under ORS 166.274 or 166.293 or section 5, chapter 
826, Oregon Laws 2009, or 18 U.S.C. 925(c) or has had the person’s record expunged under the 
laws of this state or equivalent laws of other jurisdictions is not subject to the disabilities in 
subsection (1)(g) to (L) of this section. 
 
(3)  Before the sheriff may issue a license: 
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(a)  The application must state the applicant’s legal name, current address and telephone number, 
date and place of birth, hair and eye color and height and weight. The application must also list 
the applicant’s residence address or addresses for the previous three years. The application must 
contain a statement by the applicant that the applicant meets the requirements of subsection (1) 
of this section. The application may include the Social Security number of the applicant if the 
applicant voluntarily provides this number. The application must be signed by the applicant. 
 
(b)  The applicant must submit to fingerprinting and photographing by the sheriff. The sheriff 
shall fingerprint and photograph the applicant and shall conduct any investigation necessary to 
corroborate the requirements listed under subsection (1) of this section. If a nationwide criminal 
records check is necessary, the sheriff shall request the Department of State Police to conduct the 
check, including fingerprint identification, through the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The 
Federal Bureau of Investigation shall return the fingerprint cards used to conduct the criminal 
records check and may not keep any record of the fingerprints. The Department of State Police 
shall report the results of the fingerprint-based criminal records check to the sheriff. The 
Department of State Police shall also furnish the sheriff with any information about the applicant 
that the Department of State Police may have in its possession including, but not limited to, 
manual or computerized criminal offender information. 
 
(4)  Application forms for concealed handgun licenses shall be supplied by the sheriff upon 
request. The forms shall be uniform throughout this state in substantially the following form: 
APPLICATION FOR LICENSE TO CARRY CONCEALED HANDGUN 
 
Date  
 
I hereby declare as follows: 
 
I am a citizen of the United States or a legal resident alien who can document continuous 
residency in the county for at least six months and have declared in writing to the United States 
Citizenship and Immigration Services my intention to become a citizen and can present proof of 
the written declaration to the sheriff at the time of this application. I am at least 21 years of age. I 
have been discharged from the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for more than four years if, while 
a minor, I was found to be within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for having committed an 
act that, if committed by an adult, would constitute a felony or a misdemeanor involving 
violence, as defined in ORS 166.470. I have never been convicted of a felony or found guilty, 
except for insanity under ORS 161.295, of a felony in the State of Oregon or elsewhere. I have 
not, within the last four years, been convicted of a misdemeanor or found guilty, except for 
insanity under ORS 161.295, of a misdemeanor. Except as provided in ORS 166.291 (1)(L), I 
have not been convicted of an offense involving controlled substances or completed a court-
supervised drug diversion program. There are no outstanding warrants for my arrest and I am not 
free on any form of pretrial release. I have not been committed to the Oregon Health Authority 
under ORS 426.130, nor have I been found to be a person with mental illness and presently 
subject to an order prohibiting me from purchasing or possessing a firearm because of mental 
illness. I am not under a court order to participate in assisted outpatient treatment that includes an 
order prohibiting me from purchasing or possessing a firearm. If any of the previous conditions 
do apply to me, I have been granted relief or wish to petition for relief from the disability under 
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ORS 166.274 or 166.293 or section 5, chapter 826, Oregon Laws 2009, or 18 U.S.C. 925(c) or 
have had the records expunged. I am not subject to a citation issued under ORS 163.735 or an 
order issued under ORS 30.866, 107.700 to 107.735 or 163.738. I have never received a 
dishonorable discharge from the Armed Forces of the United States. I am not required to register 
as a sex offender in any state. I understand I will be fingerprinted and photographed. 
 
Legal name  
 
Age  Date of birth  
 
Place of birth  
 
Social Security number  
 
(Disclosure of your Social Security account number is voluntary. Solicitation of the number is 
authorized under ORS 166.291. It will be used only as a means of identification.) 
 
Proof of identification (Two pieces of current identification are required, one of which must bear 
a photograph of the applicant. The type of identification and the number on the identification are 
to be filled in by the sheriff.): 
 
1.  
 
2.  
 
Height  Weight  Current address  
 
Hair color  Eye color  
 
(List residence addresses for the past three years on the back.) 
 
City  County  Zip  
 
Phone  
 
I have read the entire text of this application, and the statements therein are correct and 
true.(Making false statements on this application is a misdemeanor.) 
 
(Signature of Applicant) 
Character references. 
Name: Address 
Name: Address 
Approved  Disapproved  by  
Competence with handgun demonstrated by  (to be filled in by sheriff) 
Date  Fee Paid  
License No.  

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-515

 
(5)   
 
(a)  Fees for concealed handgun licenses are: 
 
(A)  $15 to the Department of State Police for conducting the fingerprint check of the applicant. 
 
(B)  $50 to the sheriff for the issuance or renewal of a concealed handgun license. 
 
(C)  $15 to the sheriff for the duplication of a license because of loss or change of address. 
 
(b)  The sheriff may enter into an agreement with the Department of Transportation to produce 
the concealed handgun license. 
 
(6)  No civil or criminal liability shall attach to the sheriff or any authorized representative 
engaged in the receipt and review of, or an investigation connected with, any application for, or 
in the issuance, denial or revocation of, any license under ORS 166.291 to 166.295 as a result of 
the lawful performance of duties under those sections. 
 
(7)  Immediately upon acceptance of an application for a concealed handgun license, the sheriff 
shall enter the applicant’s name into the Law Enforcement Data System indicating that the 
person is an applicant for a concealed handgun license or is a license holder. 
 
(8)  The county sheriff may waive the residency requirement in subsection (1)(c) of this section 
for a resident of a contiguous state who has a compelling business interest or other legitimate 
demonstrated need. 
 
(9)  For purposes of subsection (1)(c) of this section, a person is a resident of a county if the 
person: 
 
(a)  Has a current Oregon driver license issued to the person showing a residence address in the 
county; 
 
(b)  Is registered to vote in the county and has a voter notification card issued to the person under 
ORS 247.181 showing a residence address in the county; 
 
(c)  Has documentation showing that the person currently leases or owns real property in the 
county; or 
 
(d)  Has documentation showing that the person filed an Oregon tax return for the most recent 
tax year showing a residence address in the county. 
 
(10)  As used in this section, “drug diversion program” means a program in which a defendant 
charged with a marijuana possession offense completes a program under court supervision and in 
which the marijuana possession offense is dismissed upon successful completion of the diversion 
program. 
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Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.292 (2015) 
Procedure of issuing; form of license; duration 
 
(1)  If the application for the license is approved, the sheriff shall issue and mail or otherwise 
deliver to the applicant at the address shown on the application, within 45 days of the 
application, a wallet sized license bearing the photograph of the licensee. The license must be 
signed by the licensee and carried whenever the licensee carries a concealed handgun. 
 
(2)  Failure of a person who carries a concealed handgun also to carry a concealed handgun 
license is prima facie evidence that the person does not have such a license. 
 
(3)  Licenses for concealed handguns shall be uniform throughout the state in substantially the 
following form: 
 
OREGON CONCEALED HANDGUN LICENSE 
 
County        License Number 
Expires        Date of birth 
Height         Weight 
Name          Address 
Licensee’s City  Zip  Photograph 
Signature 
Issued by 
Date of issue 
 
(4)  An Oregon concealed handgun license issued under ORS 166.291 and this section, unless 
revoked under ORS 166.293, is valid for a period of four years from the date on which it is 
issued. 
 
(5)  The sheriff shall keep a record of each license issued under ORS 166.291 and this section, or 
renewed pursuant to ORS 166.295. 
 
(6)  When a sheriff issues a concealed handgun license under this section, the sheriff shall 
provide the licensee with a list of those places where carrying concealed handguns is prohibited 
or restricted by state or federal law. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.350 (2015) 
Unlawful possession of armor piercing ammunition 
 
(1)  A person commits the crime of unlawful possession of armor piercing ammunition if the 
person: 
 
(a)  Makes, sells, buys or possesses any handgun ammunition the bullet or projectile of which is 
coated with Teflon or any chemical compound with properties similar to Teflon and which is 
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intended to penetrate soft body armor, such person having the intent that the ammunition be used 
in the commission of a felony; or 
 
(b)  Carries any ammunition described in paragraph (a) of this subsection while committing any 
felony during which the person or any accomplice of the person is armed with a firearm. 
 
(2)  As used in this section, “handgun ammunition” means ammunition principally for use in 
pistols or revolvers notwithstanding that the ammunition can be used in some rifles. 
 
(3)  Unlawful possession of armor piercing ammunition is a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.360 (2016)  
Definitions for ORS 166.360 to 166.380 
  
As used in ORS 166.360 to 166.380, unless the context requires otherwise: 
 
(1)  “Capitol building” means the Capitol, the State Office Building, the State Library Building, 
the Labor and Industries Building, the State Transportation Building, the Agriculture Building or 
the Public Service Building and includes any new buildings which may be constructed on the 
same grounds as an addition to the group of buildings listed in this subsection. 
 
(2)  “Court facility” means a courthouse or that portion of any other building occupied by a 
circuit court, the Court of Appeals, the Supreme Court or the Oregon Tax Court or occupied by 
personnel related to the operations of those courts, or in which activities related to the operations 
of those courts take place. 
 
(3)  “Judge” means a judge of a circuit court, the Court of Appeals, the Supreme Court, the 
Oregon Tax Court, a municipal court, a probate court or a juvenile court or a justice of the peace. 
 
(4)  “Judicial district” means a circuit court district established under ORS 3.012 or a justice of 
the peace district established under ORS 51.020. 
 
(5)  “Juvenile court” has the meaning given that term in ORS 419A.004. 
 
(6)  “Loaded firearm” means: 
 
(a)  A breech-loading firearm in which there is an unexpended cartridge or shell in or attached to 
the firearm including but not limited to, in a chamber, magazine or clip which is attached to the 
firearm. 
 
(b)  A muzzle-loading firearm which is capped or primed and has a powder charge and ball, shot 
or projectile in the barrel or cylinder. 
 
(7)  “Local court facility” means the portion of a building in which a justice court, a municipal 
court, a probate court or a juvenile court conducts business, during the hours in which the court 
operates. 
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(8)  “Probate court” has the meaning given that term in ORS 111.005. 
 
(9)  “Public building” means a hospital, a capitol building, a public or private school, as defined 
in ORS 339.315, a college or university, a city hall or the residence of any state official elected 
by the state at large, and the grounds adjacent to each such building. The term also includes that 
portion of any other building occupied by an agency of the state or a municipal corporation, as 
defined in ORS 297.405, other than a court facility. 
 
(10)  “Weapon” means: 
 
(a)  A firearm; 
 
(b)  Any dirk, dagger, ice pick, slingshot, metal knuckles or any similar instrument or a knife, 
other than an ordinary pocketknife with a blade less than four inches in length, the use of which 
could inflict injury upon a person or property; 
 
(c)  Mace, tear gas, pepper mace or any similar deleterious agent as defined in ORS 163.211; 
 
(d)  An electrical stun gun or any similar instrument; 
 
(e)  A tear gas weapon as defined in ORS 163.211; 
 
(f)  A club, bat, baton, billy club, bludgeon, knobkerrie, nunchaku, nightstick, truncheon or any 
similar instrument, the use of which could inflict injury upon a person or property; or 
 
(g)  A dangerous or deadly weapon as those terms are defined in ORS 161.015. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.370 (2016)  
Possession of firearm or dangerous weapon in public building or court facility; exceptions; 
discharging firearm at school 
 
(1)  Any person who intentionally possesses a loaded or unloaded firearm or any other 
instrument used as a dangerous weapon, while in or on a public building, shall upon conviction 
be guilty of a Class C felony. 
 
(2)   
 
(a)  Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, a person who intentionally 
possesses: 
 
(A)  A firearm in a court facility is guilty, upon conviction, of a Class C felony. A person who 
intentionally possesses a firearm in a court facility shall surrender the firearm to a law 
enforcement officer. 
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(B)  A weapon, other than a firearm, in a court facility may be required to surrender the weapon 
to a law enforcement officer or to immediately remove it from the court facility. A person who 
fails to comply with this subparagraph is guilty, upon conviction, of a Class C felony. 
 
(C)  A firearm in a local court facility is guilty, upon conviction, of a Class C felony if, prior to 
the offense, the presiding judge of the local court facility entered an order prohibiting firearms in 
the area in which the court conducts business and during the hours in which the court operates. 
 
(b)  The presiding judge of a judicial district or a municipal court may enter an order permitting 
the possession of specified weapons in a court facility. 
 
(c)  Within a shared court facility, the presiding judge of a municipal court or justice of the peace 
district may not enter an order concerning the possession of weapons in the court facility that is 
in conflict with an order entered by the presiding judge of the circuit court. 
 
(3)  Subsection (1) of this section does not apply to: 
 
(a)  A sheriff, police officer, other duly appointed peace officers or a corrections officer while 
acting within the scope of employment. 
 
(b)  A person summoned by a peace officer to assist in making an arrest or preserving the peace, 
while the summoned person is engaged in assisting the officer. 
 
(c)  An active or reserve member of the military forces of this state or the United States, when 
engaged in the performance of duty. 
 
(d)  A person who is licensed under ORS 166.291 and 166.292 to carry a concealed handgun. 
 
(e)  A person who is authorized by the officer or agency that controls the public building to 
possess a firearm or dangerous weapon in that public building. 
 
(f)  An employee of the United States Department of Agriculture, acting within the scope of 
employment, who possesses a firearm in the course of the lawful taking of wildlife. 
 
(g)  Possession of a firearm on school property if the firearm: 
 
(A)  Is possessed by a person who is not otherwise prohibited from possessing the firearm; and 
 
(B)  Is unloaded and locked in a motor vehicle. 
 
(4)  The exceptions listed in subsection (3)(b) to (g) of this section constitute affirmative 
defenses to a charge of violating subsection (1) of this section. 
 
(5)   
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(a)  Any person who knowingly, or with reckless disregard for the safety of another, discharges 
or attempts to discharge a firearm at a place that the person knows is a school shall upon 
conviction be guilty of a Class C felony. 
 
(b)  Paragraph (a) of this subsection does not apply to the discharge of a firearm: 
 
(A)  As part of a program approved by a school in the school by an individual who is 
participating in the program; 
 
(B)  By a law enforcement officer acting in the officer’s official capacity; or 
 
(C)  By an employee of the United States Department of Agriculture, acting within the scope of 
employment, in the course of the lawful taking of wildlife. 
(6)  Any weapon carried in violation of this section is subject to the forfeiture provisions of ORS 
166.279. 
 
(7)  Notwithstanding the fact that a person’s conduct in a single criminal episode constitutes a 
violation of both subsections (1) and (5) of this section, the district attorney may charge the 
person with only one of the offenses. 
 
(8)  As used in this section, “dangerous weapon” means a dangerous weapon as that term is 
defined in ORS 161.015. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.380 (2016) 
Examination of firearm by peace officer; arrest for failure to allow examination 
  
(1)   Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, a peace officer may examine a firearm 
possessed by anyone on the person while in or on a public building to determine whether the 
firearm is a loaded firearm. 
 
(2)  A person who is licensed under ORS 166.291 and 166.292 to carry a concealed handgun 
may present a valid concealed handgun license to the peace officer instead of providing the 
firearm to the peace officer for examination. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.410 (2015) 
Manufacture, importation or sale of firearms 
 
Any person who manufactures or causes to be manufactured within this state, or who imports 
into this state, or offers, exposes for sale, or sells or transfers a handgun, short-barreled rifle, 
short-barreled shotgun, firearms silencer or machine gun, otherwise than in accordance 
with ORS166.250, 166.260, 166.270, 166.291, 166.292, 166.425, 166.450, 166.460 and 166.470, 
is guilty of a Class B felony. 
 
Or. Rev. Stat. § 166.638 (2015) 
Discharging weapon across airport operation surfaces 
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(1)  Any person who knowingly or recklessly discharges any bow and arrow, gun, air gun or 
other firearm upon or across any airport operational surface commits a Class A misdemeanor. 
Any bow and arrow, gun, air gun or other firearm in the possession of the person that was used 
in committing a violation of this subsection may be confiscated and forfeited to the State of 
Oregon, and the clear proceeds shall be deposited with the State Treasury in the Common School 
Fund. 
 
(2)  As used in subsection (1) of this section, “airport operational surface” means any surface of 
land or water developed, posted or marked so as to give an observer reasonable notice that the 
surface is developed for the purpose of storing, parking, taxiing or operating aircraft, or any 
surface of land or water when actually being used for such purpose. 
 
(3)  Subsection (1) of this section does not prohibit the discharge of firearms by peace officers in 
the performance of their duty or by military personnel within the confines of a military 
reservation, or otherwise lawful hunting, wildlife control or other discharging of firearms done 
with the consent of the proprietor, manager or custodian of the airport operational surface. 
 
(4)  The hunting license revocation provided in ORS 497.415 is in addition to and not in lieu of 
the penalty provided in subsection (1) of this section. 
 
Pennsylvania 
 
18 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 6106 (2015)  
Firearms not to be carried without a license      
 
(a) Offense defined.--        
 
(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), any person who carries a firearm in any vehicle or any 
person who carries a firearm concealed on or about his person, except in his place of abode or 
fixed place of business, without a valid and lawfully issued license under this chapter commits a 
felony of the third degree.  
 
(2) A person who is otherwise eligible to possess a valid license under this chapter but carries a 
firearm in any vehicle or any person who carries a firearm concealed on or about his person, 
except in his place of abode or fixed place of business, without a valid and lawfully issued 
license and has not committed any other criminal violation commits a misdemeanor of the first 
degree.  
 
(b) Exceptions.--The provisions of subsection (a) shall not apply to: 
 
(1) Constables, sheriffs, prison or jail wardens, or their deputies, policemen of this 
Commonwealth or its political subdivisions, or other law-enforcement officers.  
 
(2) Members of the army, navy, marine corps, air force or coast guard of the United States or of 
the National Guard or organized reserves when on duty.  
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(3) The regularly enrolled members of any organization duly organized to purchase or receive 
such firearms from the United States or from this Commonwealth.        
 
(4) Any persons engaged in target shooting with a firearm, if such persons are at or are going to 
or from their places of assembly or target practice and if, while going to or from their places of 
assembly or target practice, the firearm is not loaded.        
 
(5) Officers or employees of the United States duly authorized to carry a concealed firearm.        
 
(6) Agents, messengers and other employees of common carriers, banks, or business firms, 
whose duties require them to protect moneys, valuables and other property in the discharge of 
such duties.       
 
(7) Any person engaged in the business of manufacturing, repairing, or dealing in firearms, or the 
agent or representative of any such person, having in his possession, using or carrying a firearm 
in the usual or ordinary course of such business.        
 
(8) Any person while carrying a firearm which is not loaded and is in a secure wrapper from the 
place of purchase to his home or place of business, or to a place of repair, sale or appraisal or 
back to his home or place of business, or in moving from one place of abode or business to 
another or from his home to a vacation or recreational home or dwelling or back, or to recover 
stolen property under section 6111.1(b)(4) (relating to Pennsylvania State Police), or to a     place 
of instruction intended to teach the safe handling, use or maintenance of firearms or back or to a 
location to which the person has been directed to relinquish firearms under 23 Pa. C.S. § 6108 
(relating to relief) or back upon return of the relinquished firearm or to a licensed dealer's place 
of business for relinquishment pursuant to 23 Pa. C.S. § 6108.2 (relating to relinquishment for 
consignment sale, lawful transfer or safekeeping) or back upon return of the relinquished firearm 
or to a location for safekeeping pursuant to 23 Pa. C.S. § 6108.3 (relating to relinquishment to 
third party for safekeeping) or back upon return of the relinquished firearm.        
 
(9) Persons licensed to hunt, take furbearers or fish in this Commonwealth, if such persons are 
actually hunting, taking furbearers or fishing as permitted by such license, or are going to the 
places where they desire to hunt, take furbearers or fish or returning from such places.       
 
(10) Persons training dogs, if such persons are actually training dogs during the regular training 
season.        
 
(11) Any person while carrying a firearm in any vehicle, which person possesses a valid and 
lawfully issued license for that firearm which has been issued under the laws of the United States 
or any other state.        
 
(12) A person who has a lawfully issued license to carry a firearm pursuant to section 6109 
(relating to licenses) and that said license expired within six months prior to the date of arrest 
and that the individual is otherwise eligible for renewal of the license.       
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(13) Any person who is otherwise eligible to possess a firearm under this chapter and who is 
operating a motor vehicle which is registered in the person's name or the name of a spouse or 
parent and which contains a firearm for which a valid license has been issued pursuant to section 
6109 to the spouse or parent owning the firearm.        
 
(14) A person lawfully engaged in the interstate transportation of a firearm as defined under 18 
U.S.C. § 921(a)(3) (relating to definitions) in compliance with 18 U.S.C. § 926A (relating to 
interstate transportation of firearms).        
 
(15) Any person who possesses a valid and lawfully issued license or permit to carry a firearm 
which has been issued under the laws of another state, regardless of whether a reciprocity 
agreement exists between the Commonwealth and the state under section 6109(k), provided:          
(i) The state provides a reciprocal privilege for individuals licensed to carry firearms under 
section 6109. (ii) The Attorney General has determined that the firearm laws of the state are 
similar to the firearm laws of this Commonwealth.       
 
(16) Any person holding a license in accordance with section 6109(f)(3).     
 
(c) Sportsman's firearm permit.--        
 
(1) Before any exception shall be granted under paragraph (b)(9) or (10) of this section to any 
person 18 years of age or older licensed to hunt, trap or fish or who has been issued a permit 
relating to hunting dogs, such person shall, at the time of securing his hunting, furtaking or 
fishing license or any time after such license has been issued, secure a sportsman's firearm 
permit from the county treasurer. The sportsman's firearm permit shall be issued immediately 
and be valid throughout this Commonwealth for a period of five years from the date of issue for 
any legal firearm, when carried in conjunction with a valid hunting, furtaking or fishing license 
or permit relating to hunting dogs. The sportsman's firearm permit shall be in triplicate on a form 
to be furnished by the Pennsylvania State Police. The original permit shall be delivered to the 
person, and the first copy thereof, within seven days, shall be forwarded to the Commissioner of 
the Pennsylvania State Police by the county treasurer. The second copy shall be retained by the 
county treasurer for a period of two years from the date of expiration. The county treasurer shall 
be entitled to collect a fee of not more than $6 for each such permit issued, which shall include 
the cost of any official form. The Pennsylvania State Police may recover from the county 
treasurer the cost of any such form, but may not charge more than $1 for each official permit 
form furnished to the county treasurer.        
 
(2) Any person who sells or attempts to sell a sportsman's firearm permit for a fee in excess of 
that amount fixed under this subsection commits a summary offense.      
 
(d) Revocation of registration.--Any registration of a firearm under subsection (c) of this section 
may be revoked by the county treasurer who issued it, upon written notice to the   holder thereof.      
 
(e) Definitions.--        
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(1) For purposes of subsection (b)(3), (4), (5), (7) and (8), the term "firearm" shall include any 
weapon which is designed to or may readily be converted to expel any projectile by the action of 
an explosive or the frame or receiver of the weapon.        
 
(2) As used in this section, the phrase "place of instruction" shall include any hunting club, rifle 
club, rifle range, pistol range, shooting range, the premises of a licensed firearms dealer or a 
lawful gun show or meet. 
 
18 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 6108 (2015)  
Carrying firearms on public streets or public property in Philadelphia  
 
No person shall carry a firearm, rifle or shotgun at any time upon the public streets or upon any 
public property in a city of the first class unless: 
 
(1) such person is licensed to carry a firearm; or 
 
(2) such person is exempt from licensing under section 6106(b) of this title (relating to firearms 
not to be carried without a license). 
 
18 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 6109 (2015)  
Licenses  
 
(a) Purpose of license.--A license to carry a firearm shall be for the purpose of carrying a firearm 
concealed on or about one's person or in a vehicle throughout this Commonwealth. 
 
(b) Place of application.--An individual who is 21 years of age or older may apply to a sheriff for 
a license to carry a firearm concealed on or about his person or in a vehicle within this 
Commonwealth. If the applicant is a resident of this Commonwealth, he shall make application 
with the sheriff of the county in which he resides or, if a resident of a city of the first class, with 
the chief of police of that city. 
 
(c) Form of application and content.--The application for a license to carry a firearm shall be 
uniform throughout this Commonwealth and shall be on a form prescribed by the Pennsylvania 
State Police. The form may contain provisions, not exceeding one page, to assure compliance 
with this section. Issuing authorities shall use only the application form prescribed by the 
Pennsylvania State Police. One of the following reasons for obtaining a firearm license shall be 
set forth in the application: self-defense, employment, hunting and fishing, target shooting, gun 
collecting or another proper reason. The application form shall be dated and signed by the 
applicant and shall contain the following statement: 
 
I have never been convicted of a crime that prohibits me from possessing or acquiring a firearm 
under Federal or State law. I am of sound mind and have never been committed to a mental 
institution. I hereby certify that the statements contained herein are true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. I understand that, if I knowingly make any false statements herein, I 
am subject to penalties prescribed by law. I authorize the sheriff, or his designee, or, in the case 
of first class cities, the chief or head of the police department, or his designee, to inspect only 
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those records or documents relevant to information required for this application. If I am issued a 
license and knowingly become ineligible to legally possess or acquire firearms, I will promptly 
notify the sheriff of the county in which I reside or, if I reside in a city of the first class, the chief 
of police of that city. 
 
(d) Sheriff to conduct investigation.--The sheriff to whom the application is made shall: 
 
(1) investigate the applicant's record of criminal conviction; 
 
(2) investigate whether or not the applicant is under indictment for or has ever been convicted of 
a crime punishable by imprisonment exceeding one year; 
 
(3) investigate whether the applicant's character and reputation are such that the applicant will 
not be likely to act in a manner dangerous to public safety; 
 
(4) investigate whether the applicant would be precluded from receiving a license under 
subsection (e)(1) or section 6105(h) (relating to persons not to possess, use, manufacture, 
control, sell or transfer firearms); and 
 
(5) conduct a criminal background, juvenile delinquency and mental health check following the 
procedures set forth in section 6111 (relating to sale or transfer of firearms), receive a unique 
approval number for that inquiry and record the date and number on the application. 
 
(e) Issuance of license.--  
 
(1) A license to carry a firearm shall be for the purpose of carrying a firearm concealed on or 
about one's person or in a vehicle and shall be issued if, after an investigation not to exceed 45 
days, it appears that the applicant is an individual concerning whom no good cause exists to deny 
the license. A license shall not be issued to any of the following: 
 
(i) An individual whose character and reputation is such that the individual would be likely to act 
in a manner dangerous to public safety. 
 
(ii) An individual who has been convicted of an offense under the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, 
No.64), known as The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act. 
 
(iii) An individual convicted of a crime enumerated in section 6105. 
 
(iv) An individual who, within the past ten years, has been adjudicated delinquent for a crime 
enumerated in section 6105 or for an offense under The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and 
Cosmetic Act. 
 
(v) An individual who is not of sound mind or who has ever been committed to a mental 
institution. 
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(vi) An individual who is addicted to or is an unlawful user of marijuana or a stimulant, 
depressant or narcotic drug. 
 
(vii) An individual who is a habitual drunkard. 
 
(viii) An individual who is charged with or has been convicted of a crime punishable by 
imprisonment for a term exceeding one year except as provided for in section 6123 (relating to 
waiver of disability or pardons). 
 
(ix) A resident of another state who does not possess a current license or permit or similar 
document to carry a firearm issued by that state if a license is provided for by the laws of that 
state, as published annually in the Federal Register by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms of the Department of the Treasury under 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(19) (relating to 
definitions). 
 
(x) An alien who is illegally in the United States. 
 
(xi) An individual who has been discharged from the armed forces of the United States under 
dishonorable conditions. 
 
(xii) An individual who is a fugitive from justice. This subparagraph does not apply to an 
individual whose fugitive status is based upon nonmoving or moving summary offense under 
Title 75 (relating to vehicles). 
 
(xiii) An individual who is otherwise prohibited from possessing, using, manufacturing, 
controlling, purchasing, selling or transferring a firearm as provided by section 6105. 
 
(xiv) An individual who is prohibited from possessing or acquiring a firearm under the statutes 
of the United States. 
 
(3) The license to carry a firearm shall be designed to be uniform throughout this 
Commonwealth and shall be in a form prescribed by the Pennsylvania State Police. The license 
shall bear the following: 
 
(i) The name, address, date of birth, race, sex, citizenship, height, weight, color of hair, color of 
eyes and signature of the licensee. 
 
(ii) The signature of the sheriff issuing the license. 
 
(iii) A license number of which the first two numbers shall be a county location code followed 
by numbers issued in numerical sequence. 
 
(iv) The point-of-contact telephone number designated by the Pennsylvania State Police under 
subsection (l). 
 
(v) The reason for issuance. 
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(vi) The period of validation. 
 
(4) The sheriff shall require a photograph of the licensee on the license. The photograph shall be 
in a form compatible with the Commonwealth Photo Imaging Network. 
 
(5) The original license shall be issued to the applicant. The first copy of the license shall be 
forwarded to the Pennsylvania State Police within seven days of the date of issue. The second 
copy shall be retained by the issuing authority for a period of seven years. Except pursuant to 
court order, both copies and the application shall, at the end of the seven-year period, be 
destroyed unless the license has been renewed within the seven-year period. 
 
(f) Term of license.--  
 
(1) A license to carry a firearm issued under subsection (e) shall be valid throughout this 
Commonwealth for a period of five years unless extended under paragraph (3) or sooner 
revoked. 
 
(2) At least 60 days prior to the expiration of each license, the issuing sheriff shall send to the 
licensee an application for renewal of license. Failure to receive a renewal application shall not 
relieve a licensee from the responsibility to renew the license. 
 
(3) Notwithstanding paragraph (1) or any other provision of law to the contrary, a license to 
carry a firearm that is held by a member of the United States Armed Forces or the Pennsylvania 
National Guard on Federal active duty and deployed overseas that is scheduled to expire during 
the period of deployment shall be extended until 90 days after the end of the deployment. 
 
(4) Possession of a license, together with a copy of the person's military orders showing the dates 
of overseas deployment, including the date that the overseas deployment ends, shall constitute, 
during the extension period specified in paragraph (3), a defense to any charge filed pursuant to 
section 6106 (relating to firearms not to be carried without a license) or 6108 (relating to 
carrying firearms on public streets or public property in Philadelphia). 
 
(g) Grant or denial of license.--Upon the receipt of an application for a license to carry a firearm, 
the sheriff shall, within 45 days, issue or refuse to issue a license on the basis of the investigation 
under subsection (d) and the accuracy of the information contained in the application. If the 
sheriff refuses to issue a license, the sheriff shall notify the applicant in writing of the refusal and 
the specific reasons. The notice shall be sent by certified mail to the applicant at the address set 
forth in the application. 
 
(h) Fee.--  
 
(1) In addition to fees described in paragraphs (2)(ii) and (3), the fee for a license to carry a 
firearm is $19. This includes all of the following: 
 
(i) A renewal notice processing fee of $1.50. 
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(ii) An administrative fee of $5 under section 14(2) of the act of July 6, 1984 (P.L.614, No.127), 
known as the Sheriff Fee Act. 
 
(2) (Expired). 
 
(3) An additional fee of $1 shall be paid by the applicant for a license to carry a firearm and shall 
be remitted by the sheriff to the Firearms License Validation System Account, which is hereby 
established as a special restricted receipt account within the General Fund of the State Treasury. 
The account shall be used for purposes under subsection (l). Moneys credited to the account and 
any investment income accrued are hereby appropriated on a continuing basis to the 
Pennsylvania State Police. 
 
(4) No fee other than that provided by this subsection or the Sheriff Fee Act may be assessed by 
the sheriff for the performance of any background check made pursuant to this act. 
 
(5) The fee is payable to the sheriff to whom the application is submitted and is payable at the 
time of application for the license. 
 
(6) Except for the administrative fee of $5 under section 14(2) of the Sheriff Fee Act, all other 
fees shall be refunded if the application is denied but shall not be refunded if a license is issued 
and subsequently revoked. 
 
(7) A person who sells or attempts to sell a license to carry a firearm for a fee in excess of the 
amounts fixed under this subsection commits a summary offense. 
 
(i) Revocation.--A license to carry firearms may be revoked by the issuing authority for good 
cause. A license to carry firearms shall be revoked by the issuing authority for any reason stated 
in subsection (e)(1) which occurs during the term of the permit. Notice of revocation shall be in 
writing and shall state the specific reason for revocation. Notice shall be sent by certified mail to 
the individual whose license is revoked, and, at that time, notice shall also be provided to the 
Pennsylvania State Police by electronic means, including e-mail or facsimile transmission, that 
the license is no longer valid. An individual whose license is revoked shall surrender the license 
to the issuing authority within five days of receipt of the notice. An individual whose license is 
revoked may appeal to the court of common pleas for the judicial district in which the individual 
resides. An individual who violates this section commits a summary offense. 
 
(i.1) Notice to sheriff.--Notwithstanding any statute to the contrary: 
 
(1) Upon conviction of a person for a crime specified in section 6105(a) or (b) or upon 
conviction of a person for a crime punishable by imprisonment exceeding one year or upon a 
determination that the conduct of a person meets the criteria specified in section 6105(c)(1), (2), 
(3), (5), (6) or (9), the court shall determine if the defendant has a license to carry firearms issued 
pursuant to this section. If the defendant has such a license, the court shall notify the sheriff of 
the county in which that person resides, on a form developed by the Pennsylvania State Police, of 
the identity of the person and the nature of the crime or conduct which resulted in the 
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notification. The notification shall be transmitted by the judge within seven days of the 
conviction or determination. 
 
(2) Upon adjudication that a person is incompetent or upon the involuntary commitment of a 
person to a mental institution for inpatient care and treatment under the act of July 9, 1976 
(P.L.817, No.143), known as the Mental Health Procedures Act, or upon involuntary treatment 
of a person as described under section 6105(c)(4), the judge of the court of common pleas, 
mental health review officer or county mental health and mental retardation administrator shall 
notify the sheriff of the county in which that person resides, on a form developed by the 
Pennsylvania State Police, of the identity of the person who has been adjudicated, committed or 
treated and the nature of the adjudication, commitment or treatment. The notification shall be 
transmitted by the judge, mental health review officer or county mental health and mental 
retardation administrator within seven days of the adjudication, commitment or treatment. 
 
(j) Immunity.--A sheriff who complies in good faith with this section shall be immune from 
liability resulting or arising from the action or misconduct with a firearm committed by any 
individual to whom a license to carry a firearm has been issued. 
 
(k) Reciprocity.--  
 
(1) The Attorney General shall have the power and duty to enter into reciprocity agreements with 
other states providing for the mutual recognition of a license to carry a firearm issued by the 
Commonwealth and a license or permit to carry a firearm issued by the other state. To carry out 
this duty, the Attorney General is authorized to negotiate reciprocity agreements and grant 
recognition of a license or permit to carry a firearm issued by another state. 
 
(2) The Attorney General shall report to the General Assembly within 180 days of the effective 
date of this paragraph and annually thereafter concerning the agreements which have been 
consummated under this subsection. 
 
(l) Firearms License Validation System.--  
 
(1) The Pennsylvania State Police shall establish a nationwide toll-free telephone number, known 
as the Firearms License Validation System, which shall be operational seven days a week, 24 
hours per day, for the purpose of responding to law enforcement inquiries regarding the validity 
of any Pennsylvania license to carry a firearm. 
 
(2) Notwithstanding any other law regarding the confidentiality of information, inquiries to the 
Firearms License Validation System regarding the validity of any Pennsylvania license to carry a 
firearm may only be made by law enforcement personnel acting within the scope of their official 
duties. 
 
(3) Law enforcement personnel outside this Commonwealth shall provide their originating 
agency identifier number and the license number of the license to carry a firearm which is the 
subject of the inquiry. 
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(4) Responses to inquiries by law enforcement personnel outside this Commonwealth shall be 
limited to the name of the licensee, the validity of the license and any information which may be 
provided to a criminal justice agency pursuant to Chapter 91 (relating to criminal history record 
information). 
 
(m) Inquiries.--  
 
(1) The Attorney General shall, not later than one year after the effective date of this subsection 
and not less than once annually, contact in writing the appropriate authorities in any other state 
which does not have a current reciprocity agreement with the Commonwealth to determine if: 
 
(i) the state will negotiate a reciprocity agreement; 
 
(ii) a licensee may carry a concealed firearm in the state; or 
 
(iii) a licensee may apply for a license or permit to carry a firearm issued by the state. 
 
(2) The Attorney General shall maintain a current list of those states which have a reciprocity 
agreement with the Commonwealth, those states which allow licensees to carry a concealed 
firearm and those states which allow licensees to apply for a license or permit to carry a firearm. 
This list shall be posted on the Internet, provided to the Pennsylvania State Police and made 
available to the public upon request. 
 
(m.1) Temporary emergency licenses.--  
 
(1) A person seeking a temporary emergency license to carry a concealed firearm shall submit to 
the sheriff of the county in which the person resides all of the following: 
 
(i) Evidence of imminent danger to the person or the person's minor child. For purposes of this 
subparagraph, the term "minor" shall have the same meaning as provided in 1 Pa. C. S. § 1991 
(relating to definitions). 
 
(ii) A sworn affidavit that contains the information required on an application for a license to 
carry a firearm and attesting that the person is 21 years of age or older, is not prohibited from 
owning firearms under section 6105 (relating to persons not to possess, use, manufacture, 
control, sell or transfer firearms) or any other Federal or State law and is not currently subject to 
a protection from abuse order or a protection order issued by a court of another state. 
 
(iii) In addition to the provisions of subsection (h), a temporary emergency license fee 
established by the Commissioner of the Pennsylvania State Police for an amount that does not 
exceed the actual cost of conducting the criminal background check or $10, whichever is less. 
 
(iv) An application for a license to carry a firearm on the form prescribed pursuant to subsection 
(c). 
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(2) Upon receipt of the items required under paragraph (1), the sheriff immediately shall conduct 
a criminal history, juvenile delinquency and mental health record check of the applicant pursuant 
to section 6105. Immediately upon receipt of the results of the records check, the sheriff shall 
review the information and shall determine whether the applicant meets the criteria set forth in 
this subsection. If the sheriff determines that the applicant has met all of the criteria, the sheriff 
shall immediately issue the applicant a temporary emergency license to carry a concealed 
firearm. 
 
(3) If the sheriff refuses to issue a temporary emergency license, the sheriff shall specify the 
grounds for the denial in a written notice to the applicant. The applicant may appeal the denial or 
challenge criminal records check results that were the basis of the denial, if applicable, in the 
same manner as a denial of a license to carry a firearm under this section. 
 
(4) A temporary emergency license issued under this subsection shall be valid for 45 days and 
may not be renewed. A person who has been issued a temporary emergency license under this 
subsection shall not be issued another temporary emergency license unless at least five years 
have expired since the issuance of the prior temporary emergency license. During the 45 days the 
temporary emergency license is valid, the sheriff shall conduct an additional investigation of the 
person for the purposes of determining whether the person may be issued a license pursuant to 
this section. If, during the course of this investigation, the sheriff discovers any information that 
would have prohibited the issuance of a license pursuant to this section, the sheriff shall be 
authorized to revoke the temporary emergency license as provided in subsection (i). 
 
(5) The temporary emergency license issued pursuant to this section shall be consistent with the 
form prescribed in subsection (e)(3), (4) and (5). In addition to the information provided in those 
paragraphs, the temporary emergency license shall be clearly marked "Temporary." 
 
(6) A person who holds a temporary emergency license to carry a firearm shall have the same 
rights to carry a firearm as a person issued a license to carry a firearm under this section. A 
licensee under this subsection shall be subject to all other duties, restrictions and penalties under 
this section, including revocation pursuant to subsection (i). 
 
(7) A sheriff who issues a temporary emergency license to carry a firearm shall retain, for the 
entire period during which the temporary emergency license is in effect, the evidence of 
imminent danger that the applicant submitted to the sheriff that was the basis for the license, or a 
copy of the evidence, as appropriate. 
 
(8) A person applying for a temporary emergency license shall complete the application required 
pursuant to subsection (c) and shall provide at the time of application the information required in 
paragraph (1). 
 
(9) Prior to the expiration of a temporary emergency license, if the sheriff has determined 
pursuant to investigation that the person issued a temporary emergency license is not disqualified 
and if the temporary emergency license has not been revoked pursuant to subsection (i), the 
sheriff shall issue a license pursuant to this section that is effective for the balance of the five-
year period from the date of the issuance of the temporary emergency license. Records and all 
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other information, duties and obligations regarding such licenses shall be applicable as otherwise 
provided in this section. 
 
(10) As used in this subsection, the term "evidence of imminent danger" means: 
 
(i) a written document prepared by the Attorney General, a district attorney, a chief law 
enforcement officer, judicial officer or their designees describing the facts that give a person 
reasonable cause to fear a criminal attack upon the person or the person's minor child. For the 
purposes of this subparagraph, the term "chief law enforcement officer" shall have the same 
meaning as provided in 42 Pa. C. S. § 8951 (relating to definitions) and "judicial officer" shall 
have the same meaning as provided in 42 Pa. C. S. § 102 (relating to definitions). 
 
(ii) a police report. 
 
(m.2) Inconsistent provisions.--Notwithstanding the provisions of section 7506 (relating to 
violation of rules regarding conduct on Commonwealth property), 75 Pa. C. S. § 7727 (relating 
to additional limitations on operation) or the act of June 28, 1995 (P.L.89, No.18), known as the 
Conservation and Natural Resources Act, and regulations promulgated under that act, a firearm 
may be carried as provided in subsection (a) by: 
 
(1) a law enforcement officer whose current identification as a law enforcement officer shall be 
construed as a valid license to carry a firearm; or 
 
(2) any licensee. 
 
(m.3) Construction.--Nothing in this section shall be construed to: 
 
(1) Permit the hunting or harvesting of any wildlife with a firearm or ammunition not otherwise 
permitted by 34 Pa. C.S . (relating to game). 
 
(2) Authorize any Commonwealth agency to regulate the possession of firearms in any manner 
inconsistent with the provisions of this title. 
 
(n) Definition.--As used in this section, the term "licensee" means an individual who is licensed 
to carry a firearm under this section. 
 
18 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 6120 (2015) 
Limitation on the regulation of firearms and ammunition 
 
(a)  General rule. — No county, municipality or township may in any manner regulate the lawful 
ownership, possession, transfer or transportation of firearms, ammunition or ammunition 
components when carried or transported for purposes not prohibited by the laws of this 
Commonwealth. 
 
(a.1)  No right of action.  
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-533

(1)  No political subdivision may bring or maintain an action at law or in equity against any 
firearms or ammunition manufacturer, trade association or dealer for damages, abatement, 
injunctive relief or any other relief or remedy resulting from or relating to either the lawful 
design or manufacture of firearms or ammunition or the lawful marketing or sale of firearms or 
ammunition to the public. 
 
(2)  Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prohibit a political subdivision from bringing 
or maintaining an action against a firearms or ammunition manufacturer or dealer for breach of 
contract or warranty as to firearms or ammunition purchased by the political subdivision. 
 
(a.2)  Relief. — A person adversely affected by an ordinance, a resolution, regulation, rule, 
practice or any other action promulgated or enforced by a county, municipality or township 
prohibited under subsection (a) or 53 Pa. C.S. § 2962(g) (relating to limitation on municipal 
powers) may seek declaratory or injunctive relief and actual damages in an appropriate court. 
 
(a.3)  Reasonable expenses. — A court shall award reasonable expenses to a person adversely 
affected in an action under subsection (a.2) for any of the following: 
 
(1)  A final determination by the court is granted in favor of the person adversely affected. 
 
(2)  The regulation in question is rescinded, repealed or otherwise abrogated after suit has been 
filed under subsection (a.2) but before the final determination by the court. 
 
(b)  Definitions. — As used in this section, the following words and phrases shall have the 
meanings given to them in this subsection: 
 
“Dealer.” —The term shall include any person engaged in the business of selling at wholesale or 
retail a firearm or ammunition. 
 
“Firearms.” —This term shall have the meaning given to it in section 5515 (relating to 
prohibiting of paramilitary training) but shall not include air rifles as that term is defined in 
section 6304 (relating to sale and use of air rifles). 
 
“Person adversely affected.” —Any of the following: 
 
(1)  A resident of this Commonwealth who may legally possess a firearm under Federal and State 
law. 
 
(2)  A person who otherwise has standing under the laws of this Commonwealth to bring an 
action under subsection (a.2). 
 
(3)  A membership organization, in which a member is a person described under paragraph (1) or 
(2). 
 
“Political subdivision.” —The term shall include any home rule charter municipality, county, 
city, borough, incorporated town, township or school district. 
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“Reasonable expenses.” —The term includes, but is not limited to, attorney fees, expert witness 
fees, court costs and compensation for loss of income. 
 
53 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 2962 (2015)  
Limitation on municipal powers 
 
(a) Powers granted by statute.--With respect to the following subjects, the home rule charter shall 
not give any power or authority to the municipality contrary to or in limitation or enlargement of 
powers granted by statutes which are applicable to a class or classes of municipalities:  
 
*** 
 
(9) Defining or providing for the punishment of any felony or misdemeanor. 
 
*** 
 
(g) Regulation of firearms.--A municipality shall not enact any ordinance or take any other 
action dealing with the regulation of the transfer, ownership, transportation or possession of 
firearms.  
 
*** 
 
Allegheny County, Pa., Ordinance § 705-39 (2015) 
Weapons and firearms 
  
No person, except law enforcement officers, post office and custom officials, or  members of 
the Armed Forces of the United States on active duty, shall carry any weapon, firearm, explosive 
or inflammable material on the airport premises except by specific direction of the Direction, the 
Superintendent of the Police of their designees. 
 
No person shall transport any weapon or firearm except when it is properly enclosed for 
shipment and is not in the person's manual possession. 
 
No person shall discharge any weapon or firearm at the airport except in the performance of 
official duties requiring the discharge thereof. 
 
Rhode Island  
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-45-1 (2015) 
Disorderly conduct 
 
(a) A person commits disorderly conduct if he or she intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly:  
 
(1) Engages in fighting or threatening, or in violent or tumultuous behavior;  
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(2) In a public place or near a private residence that he or she has no right to occupy, disturbs 
another person by making loud and unreasonable noise which under the circumstances would 
disturb a person of average sensibilities;  
 
(3) Directs at another person in a public place offensive words which are likely to provoke a 
violent reaction on the part of the average person so addressed;  
 
(4) Alone or with others, obstructs a highway, street, sidewalk, railway, waterway, building 
entrance, elevator, aisle, stairway, or hallway to which the public or a substantial group of the 
public has access or any other place ordinarily used for the passage of persons, vehicles, or 
conveyances;  
 
(5) Engages in conduct which obstructs or interferes physically with a lawful meeting, 
procession, or gathering;  
 
(6) Enters upon the property of another and for a lascivious purpose looks into an occupied 
dwelling or other building on the property through a window or other opening; or  
 
(7) Who without the knowledge or consent of the individual, looks for a lascivious purpose 
through a window, or any other opening into an area in which another would have a reasonable 
expectation of privacy, including, but not limited to, a restroom, locker room, shower, changing 
room, dressing room, bedroom, or any other such private area, not withstanding any property 
rights the individual may have in the location in which the private area is located.  
 
(8) [Deleted by P.L. 2008, ch. 183, § 1].  
 
(b) Any person, including a police officer, may be a complainant for the purposes of instituting 
action for any violation of this section.  
 
(c) Any person found guilty of the crime of disorderly conduct shall be imprisoned for a term of 
not more than six (6) months, or fined not more than five hundred dollars ($500), or both.  
 
(d) In no event shall subdivisions (a)(2) – (5) of this section be construed to prevent lawful 
picketing or lawful demonstrations including, but not limited to, those relating to a labor dispute.  
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-1 (2015)   
Short title 
 
This chapter may be cited as the "Firearms Act." 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-2 (2015) 
Definitions 
 
When used in this chapter, the following words and phrases are construed as follows:  
 
(1) "Antique firearm" is defined as that term is defined under the provisions of 18 U.S.C. § 921.  
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(2) "Crime of violence" means and includes any of the following crimes or an attempt to commit 
any of them: murder, manslaughter, rape, first or second degree sexual assault, first or second 
degree child molestation, kidnapping, first and second degree arson, mayhem, robbery, burglary, 
breaking and entering, any felony violation involving the illegal manufacture, sale, or delivery of 
a controlled substance, or possession with intent to manufacture, sell, or deliver a controlled 
substance classified in schedule I or schedule II of § 21-28-2.08, any violation of § 21-28-4.01.1 
or 21-28-4.01.2 or conspiracy to commit any violation of these statutes, assault with a dangerous 
weapon, assault or battery involving grave bodily injury, and/or assault with intent to commit 
any offense punishable as a felony; upon any conviction of an offense punishable as a felony 
offense under § 12-29-5.  
 
(3) "Firearm" includes any machine gun, pistol, rifle, air rifle, air pistol, "blank gun," "BB gun," 
or other instrument from which steel or metal projectiles are propelled, or which may readily be 
converted to expel a projectile, except crossbows, recurve, compound, or longbows, and except 
instruments propelling projectiles which are designed or normally used for a primary purpose 
other than as a weapon. The frame or receiver of the weapon shall be construed as a firearm 
under the provisions of this section.  
 
(4) "Fugitive from justice" means any person who has fled from any state, territory, the District 
of Columbia, or possession of the United States to avoid prosecution for a crime of violence or to 
avoid giving testimony in any criminal proceeding.  
 
(5) "Licensing authorities" means the board of police commissioners of a city or town where the 
board has been instituted, the chief of police or superintendent of police of other cities and towns 
having a regular organized police force, and, in towns where there is no chief of police or 
superintendent of police, it means the town clerk who may issue licenses upon the 
recommendation of the town sergeant, and it also means any other person or body duly 
authorized by the city or town charter or by state law.  
 
(6) "Machine gun" means any weapon which shoots, is designed to shoot, or can be readily 
restored to shoot automatically more than one shot, without manual reloading, by a single 
function of the trigger. The term also includes the frame or receiver of the weapon, any 
combination of parts designed and intended for use in converting a weapon into a machine gun, 
and any combination of parts from which a machine gun can be assembled if the parts are in the 
possession or under the control of a person.  
 
(7) "Person" includes an individual, partnership, firm, association, or corporation.  
 
(8) "Pistol" includes any pistol or revolver, and any shotgun, rifle, or similar weapon with overall 
length less than twenty-six inches (26"), but does not include any pistol or revolver designed for 
the use of blank cartridges only.  
 
 (9) "Sawed-off rifle" means any rifle with overall length of less than twenty-six inches (26") 
and/or barrel length of less than sixteen inches (16").  
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(10) "Sawed-off shotgun" means any shotgun with overall length of less than twenty-six inches 
(26") and/or barrel length of less than eighteen inches (18").  
  
(11) "Sell" includes let or hire, give, lend, and transfer, and "purchase" includes hire, accept, and 
borrow, and "purchasing" shall be construed accordingly.  
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-5 (2015) 
Possession of arms by person convicted of crime of violence or who is a fugitive from justice 
 
(a) No person who has been convicted in this state or elsewhere of a crime of violence or who is 
a fugitive from justice shall purchase, own, carry, transport, or have in his or her possession any 
firearm.  
 
(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, no person convicted of an 
offense punishable as a felony offense under § 12-29-5 shall purchase, own, carry, transport, or 
have in his or her possession any firearm, for a period of two (2) years following the date of that 
conviction.  
 
(c) No person who is in community confinement pursuant to the provisions of § 42-56-20.2 or 
who is otherwise subject to electronic surveillance or monitoring devices as a condition of parole 
shall purchase, carry, transport, or have in his or her possession any firearm. This subsection 
shall not apply to any person who has not been convicted of (or pleaded guilty or nolo 
contendere to) a crime of violence in a court of competent jurisdiction.  
  
(d) Every person violating the provisions of this section shall, upon conviction, be punished by 
imprisonment for not less than two (2) nor more than ten (10) years; and for penalties provided 
in this section he or she shall not be afforded the benefit of suspension or deferment of sentence 
nor of probation.  
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-7 (2015)  
Possession of firearm by alien 
 
(a) No unnaturalized foreign born person who entered the United States in violation of the laws 
of the United States or, having legally entered the United States in a lawful manner, but now 
remains in the United States in violation of the laws of the United States, shall purchase, own, 
carry, transport, or have in his or her possession or under his or her control any firearm.  
    
(b) When any person is charged under this section, the law enforcement agency bringing the 
charge shall, prior to arraignment, notify the United States Office of Immigration and 
Naturalization of the charge and further notify the court, at arraignment, of the alleged status of 
the person so charged.  
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-8 (2015) 
License or permit required for carrying pistol – Possession of machine gun 
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(a) No person shall, without a license or permit issued as provided in §§ 11-47-11, 11-47-12 and 
11-47-18, carry a pistol or revolver in any vehicle or conveyance or on or about his or her person 
whether visible or concealed, except in his or her dwelling house or place of business or on land 
possessed by him or her or as provided in §§ 11-47-9 and 11-47-10. The provisions of these 
sections shall not apply to any person who is the holder of a valid license or permit issued by the 
licensing authority of another state, or territory of the United States, or political subdivision of 
the state or territory, allowing him or her to carry a pistol or revolver in any vehicle or 
conveyance or on or about his or her person whether visible or concealed, provided the person is 
merely transporting the firearm through the state in a vehicle or other conveyance without any 
intent on the part of the person to detain him or herself or remain within the state of Rhode 
Island. No person shall manufacture, sell, purchase, or possess a machine gun except as 
otherwise provided in this chapter. Every person violating the provision of this section shall, 
upon conviction, be punished by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than ten (10) 
years, or by a fine up to ten thousand dollars ($10,000), or both, and except for a first conviction 
under this section shall not be afforded the provisions of suspension or deferment of sentence, 
nor a probation.  
 
(b) No person shall have in his or her possession or under his or her control any sawed-off 
shotgun or sawed-off rifle as defined in § 11-47-2. Any person convicted of violating this 
subsection shall be punished by imprisonment for up to ten (10) years, or by a fine of up to five 
thousand dollars ($5,000), or both.  
 
(c) No person shall have in his or her possession or under his or her control any firearm while the 
person delivers, possesses with intent to deliver, or manufactures a controlled substance. Any 
person convicted of violating this subsection shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than 
two (2) years nor more than twenty (20) years, and the sentence shall be consecutive to any 
sentence the person may receive for the delivery, possession with intent to deliver, or the 
manufacture of the controlled substance. It shall not be a defense to a violation of this subsection 
that a person has a license or permit to carry or possess a firearm.  
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-9 (2015) 
Persons exempt from restrictions 
 
(a)  The provisions of § 11-47-8 shall not apply to sheriffs; deputy sheriffs; the superintendent 
and members of the state police; members of the Rhode Island airport police department; 
members of the Rhode Island state marshals; Rhode Island state fire marshal; chief deputy state 
fire marshals; deputy state fire marshals assigned to the bomb squad, and those assigned to the 
investigation unit; Providence fire department arson investigators, provided that the investigator 
receiving the permit is a graduate of a police-training academy; correctional officers, within the 
department of corrections; members of the city or town police force; capitol police investigators 
of the department of attorney general appointed pursuant to § 42-9-8.1; the witness protection 
coordinator for the witness protection review board as set forth in chapter 30 of title 12 and 
subject to the minimum qualifications of § 42-9-8.1; automobile theft investigators of the Rhode 
Island state police pursuant to § 31-50-1; railroad police while traveling to and from official 
assignments or while on assignments; conservation officers; or other duly appointed law 
enforcement officers; nor to members of the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps of the 
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United States, the National Guard, or organized reserves, when on duty; nor to members of 
organizations by law authorized to purchase or receive firearms from the United States or this 
state, provided these members are at, or going to or from, their places of assembly or target 
practice; nor to officers or employees of the United States authorized by law to carry a concealed 
firearm; nor to any civilian guard or criminal investigator carrying sidearms or a concealed 
firearm in the performance of his or her official duties under the authority of the commanding 
officer of the military establishment in the state of Rhode Island where he or she is employed by 
the United States; nor to any civilian guard carrying sidearms or a concealed firearm in the 
performance of his or her official duties under the authority of the adjutant general where he or 
she is employed guarding a national guard facility, provided, that the commanding officer of the 
military establishment shall have on file with the attorney general of this state a list of the names 
and addresses of all civilian guards and criminal investigators so authorized; nor to duly 
authorized military organizations when on duty; nor to members when at, or going to or from, 
their customary places of assembly; nor to any individual employed in the capacity of warden, 
associate warden, major, captain, lieutenant, sergeant, correctional officer or investigator at any 
project owned or operated by a municipal detention facility corporation, including the Donald W. 
Wyatt Detention Facility; nor to the regular and/or ordinary transportation of pistols or revolvers 
as merchandise; nor to any person while transporting a pistol, or revolvers, unloaded from the 
place of purchase to their residence; or place of business, from their residence to their place of 
business or from their place of business to their residence, or to a federal firearms licensee for the 
purpose of sale, to or from a bona fide gunsmith, or firearms repair facility, to any police station 
or other location designated as a site of a bona fide "gun buy-back" program, but only if said 
pistol or revolver is unloaded and any ammunition for said pistol or revolver is not readily or 
directly accessible from the passenger compartment of such vehicle while transporting same and 
further provided, that in the case of a vehicle without a compartment separate from the passenger 
compartment, the firearm or the ammunition shall be stored in a locked container. 
 
(b)  Persons exempted by the provisions of this section from the provisions of § 11-47-8 shall 
have the right to carry concealed firearms everywhere within this state; provided, that this shall 
not be construed as giving the right to carry concealed firearms to a person transporting firearms 
as merchandise or as household or business goods. 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-9.1 (2015) 
Additional exemptions 
 
The provisions of §§ 11-47-8 and 11-47-11 shall not apply to members of the state police, 
members of city or town police forces, and members of the Rhode Island airport police 
department. Persons exempted by the provisions of this section from the provisions of § 11-47-8 
shall have the right to carry concealed firearms everywhere within this state; provided, that this 
shall not be construed as giving the right to carry concealed firearms to a person transporting 
firearms as merchandise or as household or business goods.  
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-11 (2015) 
License or permit to carry concealed pistol or revolver 
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-540 

(a) The licensing authorities of any city or town shall, upon application of any person twenty-one 
(21) years of age or over having a bona fide residence or place of business within the city or 
town, or of any person twenty-one (21) years of age or over having a bona fide residence within 
the United States and a license or permit to carry a pistol or revolver concealed upon his or her 
person issued by the authorities of any other state or subdivision of the United States, issue a 
license or permit to the person to carry concealed upon his or her person a pistol or revolver 
everywhere within this state for four (4) years from date of issue, if it appears that the applicant 
has good reason to fear an injury to his or her person or property or has any other proper reason 
for carrying a pistol or revolver, and that he or she is a suitable person to be so licensed. The 
license or permit shall be in triplicate in form to be prescribed by the attorney general and shall 
bear the fingerprint, photograph, name, address, description, and signature of the licensee and the 
reason given for desiring a license or permit and in no case shall it contain the serial number of 
any firearm. The original shall be delivered to the licensee. Any member of the licensing 
authority, its agents, servants, and employees shall be immune from suit in any action, civil or 
criminal, based upon any official act or decision, performed or made in good faith in issuing a 
license or permit under this chapter.  
 
(b) Notwithstanding any other chapter or section of the general laws of the state of Rhode Island, 
the licensing authority of any city or town shall not provide or release to any individual, firm, 
association or corporation the name, address, or date of birth of any person who has held or 
currently holds a license or permit to carry a concealed pistol or revolver. This section shall not 
be construed to prohibit the release of any statistical data of a general nature relative to age, 
gender and racial or ethnic background nor shall it be construed to prevent the release of 
information to parties involved in any prosecution of § 11-47-8 or in response to a lawful 
subpoena in any criminal or civil action which the person is a party to that action.  
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-12 (2015)  
License or permit fee 
 
A fee of forty dollars ($40.00) shall be charged and shall be paid for each license or permit to the 
licensing authority issuing it. Every license or permit shall be valid for four (4) years from the 
date when issued unless sooner revoked. The fee charged for issuing of the license or permit 
shall be applied for the use and benefit of the city, town, or state of Rhode Island.  
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-13 (2015) 
Revocation of license or permit 
 
Any license or permit may be revoked for just cause at any time by the authority granting it, and, 
upon revocation, the authority shall give immediate notice to the attorney general, who shall 
immediately note the revocation, with the date of revocation, upon the copy of the license or 
permit on file in his or her office. 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-15 (2015) 
Proof of ability required for license or permit 
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No person shall be issued a license or permit to carry a pistol or revolver concealed upon his or 
her person until he or she has presented certification as prescribed in § 11-47-16 that he or she 
has qualified with a pistol or revolver of a caliber equal to or larger than the one he or she intends 
to carry, that qualification to consist of firing a score of one hundred ninety-five (195) or better 
out of a possible score of three hundred (300) with thirty (30) consecutive rounds at a distance of 
twenty-five (25) yards on the army "L" target, firing "slow" fire. The "slow" fire course shall 
allow ten (10) minutes for the firing of each of three (3) ten (10) shot strings.  
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-20 (2015) 
Sale or possession of silencers 
 
It shall be unlawful within this state to manufacture, sell, purchase, or possess any muffler, 
silencer, or device for deadening or muffling the sound of a firearm when discharged. Violations 
of this section shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than one year and one day. 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-20.1 (2015) 
Armor-piercing bullets 
 
It shall be unlawful within this state for any person to import, manufacture, sell, purchase, or 
otherwise transfer any bullets which have steel inner cores or cores of equivalent hardness and 
truncated cones and which are designed for use in pistols as armor-piercing or metal-piercing 
bullets. Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be punished by 
imprisonment for not more than three (3) years, or a fine of not more than five thousand dollars 
($5,000), or both. This section shall not apply to the purchase of those bullets by the Rhode 
Island state police, by any city or town police department of the state of Rhode Island, or by the 
department of environmental management for display as a part of a firearms training course 
under its auspices.  
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-23 (2015) 
False information in securing firearm or license 
 
No person shall, in purchasing or otherwise securing delivery of a shotgun, rifle, pistol, or 
revolver, or in applying for a license to carry it, give false information or offer false evidence of 
his or her identity. Violation of the provisions of this section may be punished by a fine of not 
more than five thousand dollars ($5,000), imprisonment for not more than five (5) years, or both. 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-26 (2015) 
Penalties for violations  
 
Unless otherwise specified, any violation of any provision of this chapter shall be punished by a 
fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or imprisonment for not more than five (5) 
years, or both; provided, that a violation of any of the provisions of §§ 11-47-1 – 11-47-34 with 
relation to air rifle, air pistol, "blank gun," "BB gun," or other instrument other than a machine 
gun, shotgun, rifle, or pistol, from which steel or other metal projectiles are propelled, shall for 
the first offense be punished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars ($50.00) and for the second 
or any subsequent offense by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars ($100), or by 
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imprisonment for not more than thirty (30) days, or both; and provided, further, that the 
provisions of chapter 1 of title 14 shall apply in the case of any person under the age of eighteen 
(18) years 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-28 (2015) 
Arrest and detention for possession of firearms 
 
Every officer authorized to make an arrest may, without complaint and warrant, arrest any person 
who has in his or her possession any firearm whenever the officer has reasonable ground to 
suspect that the person possesses or is using or is carrying the firearm contrary to law. Any 
person so arrested may be detained a reasonable time, not exceeding twenty-four (24) hours, for 
the purpose of making an investigation concerning the person, but no person so arrested shall be 
detained longer than twenty-four (24) hours without complaint being made against him or her 
before some proper court or justice. If the officer making the arrest shall at any time within the 
twenty-four (24) hours satisfy himself or herself that there is no ground for making a criminal 
complaint against the person, he or she shall be discharged from custody. 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-30 (2015)  
Sale, transfer or delivery of firearms to minors 
 
(a) It shall be unlawful within this state for any person to sell, transfer, give, convey, or cause to 
be sold, transferred, given or conveyed any firearm to any person under eighteen (18) years of 
age, when the person knows or has reason to know that the recipient is under eighteen (18) years 
of age, except for the limited purposes set forth in §§ 11-47-33 and 11-47-34 and with the prior 
approval or consent of the parent or legal guardian of the minor.  
 
(b) Every person violating this section shall be punished, upon conviction, by imprisonment for 
not less than ten (10) years and not more than twenty (20) years. The prohibitions of this section 
shall not apply to any federally and state licensed retail dealer who makes reasonable efforts to 
verify a purchaser's age and shall not apply to the sale of an air rifle, air pistol, "blank gun" or 
"BB gun." 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-33 (2015) 
Possession of firearms by minors 
 
(a) It shall be unlawful within this state for any person under eighteen (18) years of age to 
possess and use any firearm unless he or she shall hold a permit as provided in § 11-47-34, and 
unless the person is in the presence of a parent or guardian or supervising adult at any regular 
and recognized camp or rifle range approved by the Rhode Island state police or by the chief of 
police of the city or town in which the camp or rifle range is located; provided, that this 
provision shall not apply to minors engaged in lawful hunting activity under the supervision of a 
parent or guardian or qualified adult, minors participating in Reserve Officer Training Corps 
programs, ceremonial parade activities, competitive and target shooting, participants in state 
militia activities and minors participating in a basic firearms education program; provided, 
further, that a person under eighteen (18) years of age may carry a firearm, unloaded, in a 
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suitable case to and from his or her home and the camp or range and from the camp or range to 
other camp or range when accompanied by a parent, guardian or supervising adult.  
 
(b) For purposes of this section only, "qualified adult" means any person twenty-one (21) years 
of age or older and permitted by law to possess and use the firearm.  
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-35 (2015) 
Sale of concealable weapons – Safety courses and tests – Review board – Issuance of 
permits to certain government officers 
 
(a)(1) No person shall deliver a pistol or revolver to a purchaser until seven (7) days shall have 
elapsed from twelve o'clock (12:00) noon of the day following the day of application for the 
purchase, and when delivered, the pistol or revolver shall be unloaded and securely wrapped, 
with the bill of sale to be enclosed within the wrapper with the pistol or revolver. Any citizen of 
the United States and/or lawful resident of this state who is twenty-one (21) years of age or older, 
and any nonresident member of the armed forces of the United States who is stationed in this 
state and who is twenty-one (21) years of age or older, may upon application purchase or acquire 
a pistol or revolver. At the time of applying for the purchase of a concealable firearm, the 
purchaser shall: (i) complete and sign in triplicate and deliver to the person selling the pistol or 
revolver the application form described in this section, and in no case shall it contain the serial 
number of the pistol or revolver; and (ii) shall present to the person selling the pistol or revolver 
a pistol/revolver safety certificate issued by the department of environmental management. The 
certificate shall be retained in the possession of the buyer. The pistol/revolver safety certificate 
shall certify that the purchaser has completed a basic pistol/revolver safety course as shall be 
administered by the department of environmental management. 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-35.2 (2015) 
Sale of rifles/shotguns 
 
(a) No person shall deliver a rifle or shotgun to a purchaser until seven (7) days shall have 
elapsed from twelve o'clock (12:00) noon of the day following the day of application for the 
purchase, and when delivered, the rifle or shotgun shall be unloaded and securely wrapped, with 
the bill of sale for it to be enclosed within the wrapper with the rifle or shotgun. Any citizen of 
the United States and/or lawful resident of this state who is eighteen (18) years of age or older, 
and any non-resident member of the armed forces of the United States who is stationed in this 
state and who is eighteen (18) years of age or older, may, upon application, purchase or acquire a 
rifle or shotgun. At the time of applying for the purchase of a shotgun or rifle the purchaser shall 
complete and sign in triplicate and deliver to the seller the application form described in this 
section, and in no case shall it contain the serial number of the rifle or shotgun.  
 
   (Face of application form)  
   Application to Purchase Shotgun or Rifle  
   Date Hour   A.M. P.M.  
   Name  
   Address  
   (Street and number)       (City or town)      (State)  
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   Date of Birth Place of Birth  
   Height Weight Color hair  
   Color eyes  
   Scars  
   Tattoos  
   Other identifying marks  
   Are you a citizen of the United States  
   Are you a citizen of Rhode Island  
   How long  
   Where stationed  
   (Armed Forces only)  
   Have you ever been convicted of a crime of violence  
   (See § 11-47-2 General Laws of Rhode Island)  
   Have you ever been adjudicated or under confinement as addicted to a controlled substance  
   Have you ever been adjudicated or under confinement for alcoholism  
   Have you ever been confined or treated for mental illness  
   From whom is shotgun or rifle being purchased  
   Seller's address  
   Seller's signature  
   Applicant's signature  
 
   (See § 11-47-23 for penalty for false information on this application)  
   (Reverse side of application form)  
 
   AFFIDAVIT: I certify that I have read and am familiar with the provisions of §§ 11-47-1 – 11-
47-59, inclusive, of the general laws of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 
and that I am aware of the penalties for violation of the provisions of the cited sections.  
   Signed  
   County of  
   State of Rhode Island  
   Subscribed and sworn before me this. . . . day of. . . . A.D. 20. . .  
   Notary Public  
 
(b) The person who is selling the rifle or shotgun shall, on the date of application, sign and 
forward by registered mail or by delivery in person, the original and duplicate copies of the 
application to the superintendent of the Rhode Island state police or the chief of police in the city 
or town in which the seller has his or her residence or place of business. The superintendent of 
the Rhode Island state police or the chief of police in the city or town in which the person has his 
or her residence or place of business shall mark or stamp the original copy of the application 
form with the date and time of receipt and return it by the most expeditious means to the seller.  
The triplicate copy duly signed by the seller shall within seven (7) days be sent by him or her by 
registered mail to the attorney general. The person shall retain the original copy duly receipted 
by the police authority to whom sent or delivered for a period of six (6) years with other records 
of the sale. It shall be the duty of the police authority to whom the duplicate copy of the 
application form is sent or delivered to make a background check of the applicant to ascertain 
whether he or she falls under the provisions of § 11-47-5, 11-47-6, 11-47-7, or 11-47-23. If, after 
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the lapse of seven (7) days from twelve o'clock (12:00) noon of the day following application, no 
disqualifying information has been received from the investigating police authority by the person 
who is selling the rifle or shotgun, he or she will deliver the firearm applied for to the applicant. 
Upon the finding of no disqualifying information under the provisions of the above cited sections 
of this chapter, and in no case later than thirty (30) days after the date of application, the 
duplicate and triplicate copies of the application will be destroyed. Retention of the duplicate and 
triplicate copies in violation of this chapter or any unauthorized use of the information contained 
in them by a person or agency shall be punishable by a fine of not more than one thousand 
dollars ($1,000). The provisions of this section shall not apply to bona fide sales at wholesale to 
duly licensed retail dealers, nor to purchases by retail dealers duly licensed under the provisions 
of § 11-47-39.  
 
(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply to full-time members of the state police, full-
time members of city or town police departments, persons licensed under §§ 11-47-9 and 11-47-
11, or to sales of air rifles or " BB guns" or to sales of antique firearms as defined in § 11-47-2.  
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-40 (2015)  
Register of sales of firearms – Display of firearms 
 
(a) Every person, firm, or corporation selling a pistol, revolver, or other firearm whether the 
seller is a retail dealer, pawnbroker, or otherwise shall keep a register in which shall be entered at 
the time of sale the date of sale, name, age, and residence of every purchaser of the a pistol, 
revolver, or other firearm, together with the caliber, make, model, manufacturer's number, or 
other mark of identification on the pistol, revolver, or other firearm. Every person, firm, or 
corporation who shall fail to keep a register and to enter the acts required by this section shall, 
upon conviction, be punished as provided in this chapter. The register shall be open at all 
reasonable hours for the mandatory monthly inspection of licensed firearm dealers to be 
conducted by state and/or local police officials.  
 
(b) This section shall not apply to wholesale dealers' bona fide sales at wholesale to duly licensed 
retail dealers. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation dealing in firearms to 
display any pistol, revolver, or imitation, or any firearm of a size which may be concealed upon 
the person, or placard advertising the sale of one, in any part of the premises of the person, firm, 
or corporation where it can be readily seen from the outside. "Firearm" as utilized in this section 
only does not apply to an air rifle, air pistol, "blank gun," or "BB gun." 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-41 (2015)  
Government firearm registration prohibited 
 
No government agency of this state or its political subdivisions shall keep or cause to be kept any 
list or register of privately owned firearms or any list or register of the owners of those firearms; 
provided, that the provisions of this section shall not apply to firearms which have been used in 
committing any crime of violence, nor to any person who has been convicted of a crime of 
violence. 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-47 (2015) 
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Display of weapons 
 
No person, firm, or corporation shall display in a place of business by means of a window 
display any pistol, revolver, or other firearm, as defined in § 11-47-2, or any dagger, dirk, bowie 
knife, stiletto, metal knuckles, or blackjack; provided, that dealers in sporting goods may include 
in a window display pistols or revolvers upon a permit issued by the chief of police or town 
sergeant of any city or town. Any person, firm, or corporation violating the provisions of this 
section shall be punished by a fine not exceeding twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for the first 
offense and one hundred dollars ($100) for every subsequent offense.  
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-51 (2015) 
Loaded weapons in vehicles 
 
It is unlawful for any person to have in his or her possession a loaded rifle or loaded shotgun or a 
rifle or shotgun from the magazine of which all shells and cartridges have not been removed in 
or on any vehicle or conveyance or its attachments while upon or along any public highway, 
road, lane, or trail within this state; provided, that the provisions of this section shall not apply to 
deputy sheriffs, the superintendent and members of the state police, prison or jail wardens or 
their deputies, members of the city or town police force, investigators of the department of 
attorney general appointed pursuant to § 42-9-8.1, the director, assistant director and other 
inspectors and agents at the Rhode Island state fugitive task force appointed pursuant to § 12-6-
7.2, nor to other duly appointed law enforcement officers, including conservation officers, nor to 
members of the Army, Navy, Air force, or Marine Corps of the United States, or the National 
Guard or organized reserves, when on duty, nor to officers or employees of the United States 
authorized by law to carry a concealed firearm, nor to any civilian guard or criminal investigator 
carrying sidearms or a concealed firearm in the performance of his or her official duties under 
the authority of the commanding officer of the military establishment in the state of Rhode Island 
where he or she is employed by the United States. 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-52 (2015) 
Carrying of weapon while under the influence of liquor or drugs 
 
It is unlawful to carry or transport any firearm in this state when intoxicated or under the 
influence of intoxicating liquor or narcotic drugs. 
 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 11-47-58 (2015) 
Firearms – State preemption 
 
The control of firearms, ammunition, or their component parts regarding their ownership, 
possession, transportation, carrying, transfer, sale, purchase, purchase delay, licensing, 
registration, and taxation shall rest solely with the state, except as otherwise provided in this 
chapter. 
 
South Carolina  
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 16-23-10 (2015) 
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Definitions 
 
When used in this article:  
 
(1) "Handgun" means any firearm designed to expel a projectile and designed to be fired from 
the hand, but shall not include any firearm generally recognized or classified as an antique, 
curiosity, or collector's item, or any that does not fire fixed cartridges.  
 
(2) "Dealer" means any person engaged in the business of selling firearms at retail or any person 
who is a pawnbroker.  
 
(3) "Crime of violence" means murder, manslaughter (except negligent manslaughter arising out 
of traffic accidents), rape, mayhem, kidnapping, burglary, robbery, housebreaking, assault with 
intent to kill, commit rape, or rob, assault with a dangerous weapon, or assault with intent to 
commit any offense punishable by imprisonment for more than one year.  
 
(4) "Fugitive from justice" means any person who has fled from or is fleeing from any law 
enforcement officer to avoid prosecution or imprisonment for a crime of violence.  
 
(5) "Subversive organization" means any group, committee, club, league, society, association, or 
combination of individuals the purpose of which, or one of the purposes of which, is the 
establishment, control, conduct, seizure, or overthrow of the government of the United States or 
any state or political subdivision thereof, by the use of force, violence, espionage, sabotage, or 
threats or attempts of any of the foregoing.  
 
(6) "Conviction"' as used herein shall include pleas of guilty, pleas of nolo contendere, and 
forfeiture of bail.  
 
(7) "Division" means the State Law Enforcement Division.  
 
(8) "Purchase" or "sell" means to knowingly buy, offer to buy, receive, lease, rent, barter, 
exchange, pawn or accept in pawn.  
 
(9) "Person" means any individual, corporation, company, association, firm, partnership, society, 
or joint stock company.  
 
(10) "Luggage compartment" means the trunk of a motor vehicle which has a trunk; however, 
with respect to a motor vehicle which does not have a trunk, the term "luggage compartment" 
refers to the area of the motor vehicle in which the manufacturer designed that luggage be carried 
or to the area of the motor vehicle in which luggage is customarily carried. In a station wagon, 
van, hatchback vehicle, truck, or sport utility vehicle, the term "luggage compartment" refers to 
the area behind the rearmost seat.  
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 16-23-20 (2015)  
Unlawful carrying of handgun; exceptions 
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It is unlawful for anyone to carry about the person any handgun, whether concealed or not, 
except as follows, unless otherwise specifically prohibited by law:  
 
(1) regular, salaried law enforcement officers, and reserve police officers of a state agency, 
municipality, or county of the State, uncompensated Governor's constables, law enforcement 
officers of the federal government or other states when they are carrying out official duties while 
in this State, deputy enforcement officers of the Natural Resources Enforcement Division of the 
Department of Natural Resources, and retired commissioned law enforcement officers employed 
as private detectives or private investigators;  
 
(2) members of the Armed Forces of the United States, the National Guard, organized reserves, 
or the State Militia when on duty;  
 
(3) members, or their invited guests, of organizations authorized by law to purchase or receive 
firearms from the United States or this State or regularly enrolled members, or their invited 
guests, of clubs organized for the purpose of target shooting or collecting modern and antique 
firearms while these members, or their invited guests, are at or going to or from their places of 
target practice or their shows and exhibits;  
 
(4) licensed hunters or fishermen who are engaged in hunting or fishing or going to or from their 
places of hunting or fishing while in a vehicle or on foot;  
 
(5) a person regularly engaged in the business of manufacturing, repairing, repossessing, or 
dealing in firearms, or the agent or representative of this person, while possessing, using, or 
carrying a handgun in the usual or ordinary course of the business;  
 
(6) guards authorized by law to possess handguns and engaged in protection of property of the 
United States or any agency of the United States;  
 
(7) members of authorized military or civil organizations while parading or when going to and 
from the places of meeting of their respective organizations;  
 
(8) a person in his home or upon his real property or a person who has the permission of the 
owner or the person in legal possession or the person in legal control of the home or real 
property; 
 
(9) a person in a vehicle if the handgun is:  
 
(a) secured in a closed glove compartment, closed console, closed trunk, or in a closed container 
secured by an integral fastener and transported in the luggage compartment of the vehicle; 
however, this item is not violated if the glove compartment, console, or trunk is opened in the 
presence of a law enforcement officer for the sole purpose of retrieving a driver's license, 
registration, or proof of insurance. If the person has been issued a concealed weapon permit 
pursuant to Article 4, Chapter 31, Title 23, then the person also may secure his weapon under a 
seat in a vehicle, or in any open or closed storage compartment within the vehicle's passenger 
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compartment; or  
 
(b) concealed on or about his person, and he has a valid concealed weapons permit pursuant to 
the provisions of Article 4, Chapter 31, Title 23;  
 
(10) a person carrying a handgun unloaded and in a secure wrapper from the place of purchase to 
his home or fixed place of business or while in the process of changing or moving one's 
residence or changing or moving one's fixed place of business;  
 
(11) a prison guard while engaged in his official duties;  
 
(12) a person who is granted a permit under provision of law by the State Law Enforcement 
Division to carry a handgun about his person, under conditions set forth in the permit, and while 
transferring the handgun between the permittee's person and a location specified in item (9);  
 
(13) the owner or the person in legal possession or the person in legal control of a fixed place of 
business, while at the fixed place of business, and the employee of a fixed place of business, 
other than a business subject to Section 16-23-465, while at the place of business; however, the 
employee may exercise this privilege only after: (a) acquiring a permit pursuant to item (12), and 
(b) obtaining the permission of the owner or person in legal control or legal possession of the 
premises; 
 
(14) a person engaged in firearms-related activities while on the premises of a fixed place of 
business which conducts, as a regular course of its business, activities related to sale, repair, 
pawn, firearms training, or use of firearms, unless the premises is posted with a sign limiting 
possession of firearms to holders of permits issued pursuant to item (12);  
 
(15) a person while transferring a handgun directly from or to a vehicle and a location specified 
in this section where one may legally possess the handgun.  
 
(16) Any person on a motorcycle when the pistol is secured in a closed saddlebag or other 
similar closed accessory container attached, whether permanently or temporarily, to the 
motorcycle. 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 16-23-30 
Sale or delivery of handgun to and possession by certain persons unlawful; stolen handguns 
 
(A) It is unlawful for a person to knowingly sell, offer to sell, deliver, lease, rent, barter, 
exchange, or transport for sale into this State any handgun to: 
  
(1) a person who has been convicted of a crime of violence in any court of the United States, the 
several states, commonwealths, territories, possessions, or the District of Columbia or who is a 
fugitive from justice or a habitual drunkard or a drug addict or who has been adjudicated 
mentally incompetent; 
 
(2) a person who is a member of a subversive organization; 
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(3) a person under the age of eighteen, but this shall not apply to the issue of handguns to 
members of the Armed Forces of the United States, active or reserve, National Guard, State 
Militia, or R. O. T. C., when on duty or training or the temporary loan of handguns for 
instructions under the immediate supervision of a parent or adult instructor; or 
 
(4) a person who by order of a circuit judge or county court judge of this State has been adjudged 
unfit to carry or possess a firearm, such adjudication to be made upon application by any police 
officer, or by any prosecuting officer of this State, or sua sponte, by the court, but a person who 
is the subject of such an application is entitled to reasonable notice and a proper hearing prior to 
any such adjudication. 
 
(B) It is unlawful for a person enumerated in subsection (A) to possess or acquire handguns 
within this State. 
 
(C) A person shall not knowingly buy, sell, transport, pawn, receive, or possess any stolen 
handgun or one from which the original serial number has been removed or obliterated. 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 16-23-50 (2015) 
Penalties; disposition of fines; forfeiture and disposition of handguns 
 
(A)(1) A person, including a dealer, who violates the provisions of this article, except Section 
16-23-20, is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be fined not more than two thousand 
dollars or imprisoned not more than five years, or both. 
 
(2) A person violating the provisions of Section 16-23-20 is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 
conviction, must be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than one 
year, or both. 
 
(B) In addition to the penalty provided in this section, the handgun involved in the violation of 
this article must be confiscated. The handgun must be delivered to the chief of police of the 
municipality or to the sheriff of the county if the violation occurred outside the corporate limits 
of a municipality. The law enforcement agency that receives the confiscated handgun may use it 
within the agency, transfer it to another law enforcement agency for the lawful use of that 
agency, trade it with a retail dealer licensed to sell handguns in this State for a handgun or any 
other equipment approved by the agency, or destroy it. A weapon must not be disposed of in any 
manner until the results of any legal proceeding in which it may be involved are finally 
determined. If the State Law Enforcement Division seized the handgun, the division may keep 
the handgun for use by its forensic laboratory. Records must be kept of all confiscated handguns 
received by the law enforcement agencies under the provisions of this article. 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 16-23-60 (2015)  
Construction 
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Provisions of this article must not be construed to grant any additional police powers not 
authorized by law, and do not in any manner affect the powers of constables commissioned by 
the Governor. 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 16-23-410 (2015)  
Pointing firearm at any person 
 
It is unlawful for a person to present or point at another person a loaded or unloaded firearm. 
 
A person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, 
must be fined in the discretion of the court or imprisoned not more than five years. This section 
must not be construed to abridge the right of self-defense or to apply to theatricals or like 
performances. 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 16-23-460 (2015)  
Carrying concealed weapons; forfeiture of weapons 
 
(A) A person carrying a deadly weapon usually used for the infliction of personal injury 
concealed about his person is guilty of a misdemeanor, must forfeit to the county, or, if convicted 
in a municipal court, to the municipality, the concealed weapon, and must be fined not less than 
two hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned not less than thirty days 
nor more than ninety days. 
 
(B) The provisions of this section do not apply to: 
 
(1) A person carrying a concealed weapon upon his own premises or pursuant to and in 
compliance with Article 4, Chapter 31 of Title 23; or 
 
(2) peace officers in the actual discharge of their duties. 
 
(C) The provisions of this section also do not apply to rifles, shotguns, dirks, slingshots, metal 
knuckles, knives, or razors unless they are used with the intent to commit a crime or in 
furtherance of a crime. 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 16-23-465 (2015)  
Additional penalty for unlawfully carrying pistol or firearm onto premises of business 
selling alcoholic liquors, beers or wines for on-premises consumption; exceptions 
 
(A)  In addition to the penalties provided for by Sections 16-11-330, 16-11-620, 16-23-460, 23-
31-220, and Article 1, Chapter 23, Title 16, a person convicted of carrying a firearm into a 
business which sells alcoholic liquor, beer, or wine for consumption on the premises is guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, must be fined not more than two thousand dollars or 
imprisoned not more than two years, or both. 
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In addition to the penalties described above, a person who violates this section while carrying a 
concealable weapon pursuant to Article 4, Chapter 31, Title 23 must have his concealed weapon 
permit revoked for a period of five years. 
 
(B)  
 
(1)  This section does not apply to a person carrying a concealable weapon pursuant to and in 
compliance with Article 4, Chapter 31, Title 23; however, the person shall not consume alcoholic 
liquor, beer, or wine while carrying the concealable weapon on the business' premises. A person 
who violates this item may be charged with a violation of subsection (A). 
 
(2)  A property owner, holder of a lease interest, or operator of a business may prohibit the 
carrying of concealable weapons into the business by posting a "NO CONCEALABLE 
WEAPONS ALLOWED" sign in compliance with Section 23-31-235. A person who carries a 
concealable weapon into a business with a sign posted in compliance with Section 23-31-235 
may be charged with a violation of subsection (A). 
 
(3)  A property owner, holder of a lease interest, or operator of a business may request that a 
person carrying a concealable weapon leave the business' premises, or any portion of the 
premises, or request that a person carrying a concealable weapon remove the concealable 
weapon from the business' premises, or any portion of the premises. A person carrying a 
concealable weapon who refuses to leave a business' premises or portion of the premises when 
requested or refuses to remove the concealable weapon from a business' premises or portion of 
the premises when requested may be charged with a violation of subsection (A). 
 
S.C. Code § 23-31-210 (2015) 
Definitions 
 
As used in this article: 
 
(1)  "Resident" means an individual who is present in South Carolina with the intention of 
making a permanent home in South Carolina or military personnel on permanent change of 
station orders. 
 
(2)  "Qualified nonresident" means an individual who owns real property in South Carolina, but 
who resides in another state. 
 
(3)  "Picture identification" means: 
 
(a)  a valid driver's license or photographic identification card issued by the state in which the 
applicant resides; or 
 
(b)  an official photographic identification card issued by the Department of Revenue, a federal 
or state law enforcement agency, an agency of the United States Department of Defense, or the 
United States Department of State. 
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(4)  "Proof of training" means an original document or certified copy of the document supplied 
by an applicant that certifies that he is either: 
 
(a)  a person who, within three years before filing an application, successfully has completed a 
basic or advanced handgun education course offered by a state, county, or municipal law 
enforcement agency or a nationally recognized organization that promotes gun safety. This 
education course must include, but is not limited to: 
 
(i)  information on the statutory and case law of this State relating to handguns and to the use of 
deadly force; 
 
(ii)  information on handgun use and safety; 
 
(iii)  information on the proper storage practice for handguns with an emphasis on storage 
practices that reduces the possibility of accidental injury to a child; and 
 
(iv)  the actual firing of the handgun in the presence of the instructor; 
 
(b)  a person who demonstrates any of the following must comply with the provisions of subitem 
(a)(i) only: 
 
(i)  a person who demonstrates the completion of basic military training provided by any branch 
of the United States military who produces proof of his military service through the submission 
of a DD214 form; 
 
(ii)  a retired law enforcement officer who produces proof that he is a graduate of the Criminal 
Justice Academy or that he was a law enforcement officer prior to the requirement for graduation 
from the Criminal Justice Academy; or 
 
(iii)  a retired state or federal law enforcement officer who produces proof of graduation from a 
federal or state academy that includes firearms training as a graduation requirement; 
 
(c)  an instructor certified by the National Rifle Association or another SLED-approved 
competent national organization that promotes the safe use of handguns; 
 
(d)  a person who can demonstrate to the Director of SLED or his designee that he has a 
proficiency in both the use of handguns and state laws pertaining to handguns; 
 
(e)  an active duty police handgun instructor; 
 
(f)  a person who has a SLED-certified or approved competitive handgun shooting classification; 
or 
 
(g)  a member of the active or reserve military, or a member of the National Guard. 
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SLED shall promulgate regulations containing general guidelines for courses and qualifications 
for instructors which would satisfy the requirements of this item. For purposes of subitems (a) 
and (c), "proof of training" is not satisfied unless the organization and its instructors meet or 
exceed the guidelines and qualifications contained in the regulations promulgated by SLED 
pursuant to this item. 
 
(5)  "Concealable weapon" means a firearm having a length of less than twelve inches measured 
along its greatest dimension that must be carried in a manner that is hidden from public view in 
normal wear of clothing except when needed for self-defense, defense of others, and the 
protection of real or personal property. 
 
(6)  "Proof of ownership of real property" means a certified current document from the county 
assessor of the county in which the property is located verifying ownership of the real property. 
SLED must determine the appropriate document that fulfills this requirement. 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-215 (2015)  
Issuance of permits 
  
(A)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, except subject to subsection (B), SLED must 
issue a permit, which is no larger than three and one-half inches by three inches in size, to carry a 
concealable weapon to a resident or qualified nonresident who is at least twenty-one years of age 
and who is not prohibited by state law from possessing the weapon upon submission of: 
 
(1)  a completed application signed by the person; 
 
(2)  a photocopy of a driver's license or photographic identification card; 
 
(3)  proof of residence or if the person is a qualified nonresident, proof of ownership of real 
property in this State; 
 
(4)  proof of actual or corrected vision rated at 20/40 within six months of the date of application 
or, in the case of a person licensed to operate a motor vehicle in this State, presentation of a valid 
driver's license; 
 
(5)  proof of training; 
 
(6)  payment of a fifty-dollar application fee. This fee must be waived for disabled veterans and 
retired law enforcement officers; and 
 
(7)  a complete set of fingerprints unless, because of a medical condition verified in writing by a 
licensed medical doctor, a complete set of fingerprints is impossible to submit. In lieu of the 
submission of fingerprints, the applicant must submit the written statement from a licensed 
medical doctor specifying the reason or reasons why the applicant's fingerprints may not be 
taken. If all other qualifications are met, the Chief of SLED may waive the fingerprint 
requirements of this item. The statement of medical limitation must be attached to the copy of 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-555

the application retained by SLED. A law enforcement agency may charge a fee not to exceed 
five dollars for fingerprinting an applicant. 
 
(B)  Upon submission of the items required by subsection (A), SLED must conduct or facilitate a 
local, state, and federal fingerprint review of the applicant. SLED also must conduct a 
background check of the applicant through notification to and input from the sheriff of the 
county where the applicant resides or if the applicant is a qualified nonresident, where the 
applicant owns real property in this State. The sheriff within ten working days after notification 
by SLED, may submit a recommendation on an application. Before making a determination 
whether or not to issue a permit under this article, SLED must consider the recommendation 
provided pursuant to this subsection. If the fingerprint review and background check are 
favorable, SLED must issue the permit. 
 
(C)  SLED shall issue a written statement to an unqualified applicant specifying its reasons for 
denying the application within ninety days from the date the application was received; otherwise, 
SLED shall issue a concealable weapon permit. If an applicant is unable to comply with the 
provisions of Section 23-31-210(4), SLED shall offer the applicant a handgun training course 
that satisfies the requirements of Section 23-31-210(4). The course shall cost fifty dollars. SLED 
shall use the proceeds to defray the training course's operating costs. If a permit is granted by 
operation of law because an applicant was not notified of a denial within the ninety-day 
notification period, the permit may be revoked upon written notification from SLED that 
sufficient grounds exist for revocation or initial denial. 
 
(D)  Denial of an application may be appealed. The appeal must be in writing and state the basis 
for the appeal. The appeal must be submitted to the Chief of SLED within thirty days from the 
date the denial notice is received. The chief shall issue a written decision within ten days from 
the date the appeal is received. An adverse decision shall specify the reasons for upholding the 
denial and may be reviewed by the Administrative Law Court pursuant to Article 5, Chapter 23, 
Title 1, upon a petition filed by an applicant within thirty days from the date of delivery of the 
division's decision. 
 
(E)  SLED must make permit application forms available to the public. A permit application 
form shall require an applicant to supply: 
 
(1)  name, including maiden name if applicable; 
 
(2)  date and place of birth; 
 
(3)  sex; 
 
(4)  race; 
 
(5)  height; 
 
(6)  weight; 
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(7)  eye and hair color; 
 
(8)  current residence address; and 
 
(9)  all residence addresses for the three years preceding the application date. 
 
(F)  The permit application form shall require the applicant to certify that: 
 
(1)  he is not a person prohibited under state law from possessing a weapon; 
 
(2)  he understands the permit is revoked and must be surrendered immediately to SLED if the 
permit holder becomes a person prohibited under state law from possessing a weapon; and 
 
(3)  all information contained in his application is true and correct to the best of his knowledge. 
 
(G)  Medical personnel, law enforcement agencies, organizations offering handgun education 
courses pursuant to Section 23-31-210(4), and their personnel, who in good faith provide 
information regarding a person's application, must be exempt from liability that may arise from 
issuance of a permit; provided, however, a weapons instructor must meet the requirements 
established in Section 23-31-210(4) in order to be exempt from liability under this subsection. 
 
(H)  A permit application must be submitted in person, by mail, or online to SLED headquarters 
which shall verify the legibility and accuracy of the required documents. If an applicant submits 
his application online, SLED may continue to make all contact with that applicant through online 
communications. 
 
(I)  SLED must maintain a list of all permit holders and the current status of each permit. SLED 
may release the list of permit holders or verify an individual's permit status only if the request is 
made by a law enforcement agency to aid in an official investigation, or if the list is required to 
be released pursuant to a subpoena or court order. SLED may charge a fee not to exceed its costs 
in releasing the information under this subsection. Except as otherwise provided in this 
subsection, a person in possession of a list of permit holders obtained from SLED must destroy 
the list. 
 
(J)  A permit is valid statewide unless revoked because the person has: 
 
(1)  become a person prohibited under state law from possessing a weapon; 
 
(2)  moved his permanent residence to another state and no longer owns real property in this 
State; 
 
(3)  voluntarily surrendered the permit; or 
 
(4)  been charged with an offense that, upon conviction, would prohibit the person from 
possessing a firearm. However, if the person subsequently is found not guilty of the offense, then 
his permit must be reinstated at no charge. 
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Once a permit is revoked, it must be surrendered to a sheriff, police department, a SLED agent, 
or by certified mail to the Chief of SLED. A person who fails to surrender his permit in 
accordance with this subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined 
twenty-five dollars. 
 
(K)  A permit holder must have his permit identification card in his possession whenever he 
carries a concealable weapon. When carrying a concealable weapon pursuant to Article 4, 
Chapter 31, Title 23, a permit holder must inform a law enforcement officer of the fact that he is 
a permit holder and present the permit identification card when an officer: 
 
(1)  identifies himself as a law enforcement officer; and 
 
(2)  requests identification or a driver's license from a permit holder. 
A permit holder immediately must report the loss or theft of a permit identification card to SLED 
headquarters. A person who violates the provisions of this subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor 
and, upon conviction, must be fined twenty-five dollars. 
 
(L)  SLED shall issue a replacement for lost, stolen, damaged, or destroyed permit identification 
cards after the permit holder has updated all information required in the original application and 
the payment of a five-dollar replacement fee. Any change of permanent address must be 
communicated in writing to SLED within ten days of the change accompanied by the payment of 
a fee of five dollars to defray the cost of issuance of a new permit. SLED shall then issue a new 
permit with the new address. A permit holder's failure to notify SLED in accordance with this 
subsection constitutes a misdemeanor punishable by a twenty-five dollar fine. The original 
permit shall remain in force until receipt of the corrected permit identification card by the permit 
holder, at which time the original permit must be returned to SLED. 
 
(M)  A permit issued pursuant to this section does not authorize a permit holder to carry a 
concealable weapon into a: 
 
(1)  law enforcement, correctional, or detention facility; 
 
(2)  courthouse or courtroom; 
 
(3)  polling place on election days; 
 
(4)  office of or the business meeting of the governing body of a county, public school district, 
municipality, or special purpose district; 
 
(5)  school or college athletic event not related to firearms; 
 
(6)  daycare facility or preschool facility; 
 
(7)  place where the carrying of firearms is prohibited by federal law; 
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(8)  church or other established religious sanctuary unless express permission is given by the 
appropriate church official or governing body; 
 
(9)  hospital, medical clinic, doctor's office, or any other facility where medical services or 
procedures are performed unless expressly authorized by the employer; or 
 
(10)  place clearly marked with a sign prohibiting the carrying of a concealable weapon on the 
premises pursuant to Sections 23-31-220 and 23-31-235. Except that a property owner or an 
agent acting on his behalf, by express written consent, may allow individuals of his choosing to 
enter onto property regardless of any posted sign to the contrary. A person who violates a 
provision of this item, whether the violation is wilful or not, only may be charged with a 
violation of Section 16-11-620 and must not be charged with or penalized for a violation of this 
subsection. 
 
Except as provided for in item (10), a person who wilfully violates a provision of this subsection 
is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than one thousand 
dollars or imprisoned not more than one year, or both, at the discretion of the court and have his 
permit revoked for five years. 
 
Nothing contained in this subsection may be construed to alter or affect the provisions of 
Sections 10-11-320, 16-23-420, 16-23-430, 16-23-465, 44-23-1080, 44-52-165, 50-9-830, and 
51-3-145. 
 
(N)  Valid out-of-state permits to carry concealable weapons held by a resident of a reciprocal 
state must be honored by this State, provided, that the reciprocal state requires an applicant to 
successfully pass a criminal background check and a course in firearm training and safety. A 
resident of a reciprocal state carrying a concealable weapon in South Carolina is subject to and 
must abide by the laws of South Carolina regarding concealable weapons. SLED shall maintain 
and publish a list of those states as the states with which South Carolina has reciprocity. 
 
(O)  A permit issued pursuant to this article is not required for a person: 
 
(1)  specified in Section 16-23-20, items (1) through (5) and items (7) through (11); 
 
(2)  carrying a self-defense device generally considered to be nonlethal including the substance 
commonly referred to as "pepper gas"; or 
 
(3)  carrying a concealable weapon in a manner not prohibited by law. 
 
(P)  Upon renewal, a permit issued pursuant to this article is valid for five years. Subject to 
subsection (Q), SLED shall renew a currently valid permit upon: 
 
(1)  payment of a fifty-dollar renewal fee by the applicant. This fee must be waived for disabled 
veterans and retired law enforcement officers; 
 
(2)  completion of the renewal application; and 
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(3)  picture identification or facsimile copy thereof. 
 
(Q)  Upon submission of the items required by subsection (P), SLED must conduct or facilitate a 
state and federal background check of the applicant. If the background check is favorable, SLED 
must renew the permit. 
 
(R)  No provision contained within this article shall expand, diminish, or affect the duty of care 
owed by and liability accruing to, as may exist at law immediately before the effective date of 
this article, the owner of or individual in legal possession of real property for the injury or death 
of an invitee, licensee, or trespasser caused by the use or misuse by a third party of a concealable 
weapon. Absence of a sign prohibiting concealable weapons shall not constitute negligence or 
establish a lack of duty of care. 
 
(S)  At least thirty days before a permit issued pursuant to this article expires, SLED shall notify 
the permit holder by mail or online if permitted by subsection (H) at the permit holder's address 
of record that the permit is set to expire along with notification of the permit holder's opportunity 
to renew the permit pursuant to the provisions of subsections (P) and (Q). 
 
(T)  During the first quarter of each calendar year, SLED must publish a report of the following 
information regarding the previous calendar year: 
 
(1)  the number of permits; 
 
(2)  the number of permits that were issued; 
 
(3)  the number of permit applications that were denied; 
 
(4)  the number of permits that were renewed; 
 
(5)  the number of permit renewals that were denied; 
 
(6)  the number of permits that were suspended or revoked; and 
 
(7)  the name, address, and county of a person whose permit was revoked, including the reason 
for the revocation pursuant to subsection (J)(1). 
The report must include a breakdown of such information by county. 
 
(U)  A concealable weapon permit holder whose permit has been expired for no more than one 
year may not be charged with a violation of Section 16-23-20 but must be fined not more than 
one hundred dollars. 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-217 (2015)  
Effect on Section 16-23-20  
 
Nothing in this article shall affect the provisions of Section 16-23-20.  
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S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-220 (2015) 
Right to allow or permit concealed weapons upon premises; signs 
 
Nothing contained in this article shall in any way be construed to limit, diminish, or otherwise 
infringe upon:  
 
(1) the right of a public or private employer to prohibit a person who is licensed under this article 
from carrying a concealable weapon upon the premises of the business or work place or while 
using any machinery, vehicle, or equipment owned or operated by the business;  
 
(2) the right of a private property owner or person in legal possession or control to allow or 
prohibit the carrying of a concealable weapon upon his premises.  
 
The posting by the employer, owner, or person in legal possession or control of a sign stating 
"No Concealable Weapons Allowed" shall constitute notice to a person holding a permit issued 
pursuant to this article that the employer, owner, or person in legal possession or control requests 
that concealable weapons not be brought upon the premises or into the work place. A person who 
brings a concealable weapon onto the premises or work place in violation of the provisions of 
this paragraph may be charged with a violation of Section 16-11-620. In addition to the penalties 
provided in Section 16-11-620, a person convicted of a second or subsequent violation of the 
provisions of this paragraph must have his permit revoked for a period of one year. The 
prohibition contained in this section does not apply to persons specified in Section 16-23-20, 
item (1).  
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-225 (2015)  
Carrying concealed weapons into residences or dwellings  
 
No person who holds a permit issued pursuant to Article 4, Chapter 31, Title 23 may carry a 
concealable weapon into the residence or dwelling place of another person without the express 
permission of the owner or person in legal control or possession, as appropriate. A person who 
violates this provision is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less 
than one thousand dollars or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, at the discretion of 
the court and have his permit revoked for five years.  
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-230 (2015) 
Carrying concealed weapons between automobile and accommodation 
 
Notwithstanding any provision of law, any person may carry a concealable weapon from an 
automobile or other motorized conveyance to a room or other accommodation he has rented and 
upon which an accommodations tax has been paid.  
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-235 (2015)  
Sign requirements  
 
(A) Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, any requirement of or allowance for the 
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posting of signs prohibiting the carrying of a concealable weapon upon any premises shall only 
be satisfied by a sign expressing the prohibition in both written language interdict and universal 
sign language.  
 
(B) All signs must be posted at each entrance into a building where a concealable weapon permit 
holder is prohibited from carrying a concealable weapon and must be:  
 
(1) clearly visible from outside the building;  
 
(2) eight inches wide by twelve inches tall in size;  
 
(3) contain the words "NO CONCEALABLE WEAPONS ALLOWED" in black one-inch tall 
uppercase type at the bottom of the sign and centered between the lateral edges of the sign; 
 
(4) contain a black silhouette of a handgun inside a circle seven inches in diameter with a 
diagonal line that runs from the lower left to the upper right at a forty-five degree angle from the 
horizontal; 
 
(5) a diameter of a circle; and  
 
(6) placed not less than forty inches and not more than sixty inches from the bottom of the 
building's entrance door.  
 
(C) If the premises where concealable weapons are prohibited does not have doors, then the signs 
contained in subsection (A) must be:  
 
(1) thirty-six inches wide by forty-eight inches tall in size;  
  
(2) contain the words "NO CONCEALABLE WEAPONS ALLOWED" in black three- inch tall 
uppercase type at the bottom of the sign and centered between the lateral edges of the sign; 
 
(3) contain a black silhouette of a handgun inside a circle thirty-four inches in diameter with a 
diagonal line that is two inches wide and runs from the lower left to the upper right at a forty-five 
degree angle from the horizontal and must be a diameter of a circle whose circumference is two 
inches wide;  
 
(4) placed not less than forty inches and not more than ninety-six inches above the ground; 
 
(5) posted in sufficient quantities to be clearly visible from any point of entry onto the premises. 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-240 (2015)  
Persons allowed to carry concealed weapon while on duty  
 
Notwithstanding any other provision contained in this article, the following persons who possess 
a valid permit pursuant to this article may carry a concealable weapon anywhere within this 
State, when carrying out the duties of their office: 
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(1) active Supreme Court justices; 
 
(2) active judges of the court of appeals; 
 
(3) active circuit court judges; 
 
(4) active family court judges; 
 
(5) active masters-in-equity; 
 
(6) active probate court judges; 
 
(7) active magistrates; 
 
(8) active municipal court judges; 
 
(9) active federal judges; 
 
(10) active administrative law judges; 
 
(11) active solicitors and assistant solicitors; and 
 
(12) active workers' compensation commissioners. 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-510 (2015)  
Regulation of ownership, transfer, or possession of firearm or ammunition; discharge on 
landowner's own property  
 
No governing body of any county, municipality, or other political subdivision in the State may 
enact or promulgate any regulation or ordinance that regulates or attempts to regulate:  
 
(1) the transfer, ownership, possession, carrying, or transportation of firearms, ammunition, 
components of firearms, or any combination of these things; or  
 
(2) a landowner discharging a firearm on the landowner's property to protect the landowner's 
family, employees, the general public, or the landowner's property from animals that the 
landowner reasonably believes pose a direct threat or danger to the landowner's property, people 
on the landowner's property, or the general public. For purposes of this item, the landowner's 
property must be a parcel of land comprised of at least twenty-five contiguous acres. Any 
ordinance regulating the discharge of firearms that does not specifically provide for an exclusion 
pursuant to this item is unenforceable as it pertains to an incident described in this item; 
otherwise, the ordinance is enforceable.  
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 23-31-520 (2015)  
Power to regulate public use of firearms; confiscation of firearms or ammunition 
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This article does not affect the authority of any county, municipality, or political subdivision to 
regulate the careless or negligent discharge or public brandishment of firearms, nor does it 
prevent the regulation of public brandishment of firearms during the times of or a demonstrated 
potential for insurrection, invasions, riots, or natural disasters. This article denies any county, 
municipality, or political subdivision the power to confiscate a firearm or ammunition unless 
incident to an arrest. 
 
South Dakota 
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 7-18A-36 (2015)   
Firearms regulation ordinances prohibited  
 
No county may pass any ordinance that restricts possession, transportation, sale, transfer, 
ownership, manufacture, or repair of firearms or ammunition or their components. Any 
ordinances prohibited by this section are null and void. 
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 8-5-13 (2015)   
Firearms regulation ordinances prohibited  
 
No township may pass any ordinance that restricts possession, transportation, sale, transfer, 
ownership, manufacture, or repair of firearms or ammunition or their components. Any 
ordinances prohibited by this section are null and void. 
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 9-19-20 (2015)   
Firearms regulation ordinances prohibited 
 
No municipality may pass any ordinance that restricts possession, transportation, sale, transfer, 
ownership, manufacture, or repair of firearms or ammunition or their components. Any 
ordinances prohibited by this section are null and void. 
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 22-14-9 (2015)   
Carrying pistol or revolver without a permit--Misdemeanor  
 
Any person, other than a law enforcement officer or parole agent acting under color of authority, 
who: 
 
(1)   Carries a pistol or revolver, loaded or unloaded, concealed on or about his or her person 
without a permit as provided in chapter 23-7; or 
    
(2)   Carries a pistol or revolver, loaded or unloaded, concealed in any vehicle while operating 
the vehicle, without a permit as provided in chapter 23-7;   
 
is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 22-14-11 (2015)   
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License not required for weapon in own home, business, or property  
 
The provisions of § 22-14-9 do not apply to any person who possesses a pistol or revolver in his 
or her own dwelling house or place of business or on land owned or rented by himself or herself 
or by a member of his or her household. 
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 23-7-7 (2015)   
Permit to carry concealed pistol--Statewide validity--Background investigation  
 
A permit to carry a concealed pistol shall be issued to any person by the sheriff of the county in 
which the applicant resides. The permit shall be valid throughout the state and shall be issued 
pursuant to § 23-7-7.1. Prior to issuing the permit, the sheriff shall execute a background 
investigation, including a criminal history check, of every applicant for the purposes of verifying 
the qualifications of the applicant pursuant to the requirements of § 23-7-7.1. For the purposes of 
this section, a background investigation is defined as a computer check of available on-line 
records. 
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 23-7-7.1 (2015) 
Requirements for issuance of temporary permit--Time requirement--Appeal of denial.  
 
A temporary permit to carry a concealed pistol shall be issued within five days of application to a 
person if the applicant: 
 
(1)   Is eighteen years of age or older; 
  
(2)   Has never pled guilty to, nolo contendere to, or been convicted of a felony or a crime of 
violence; 
 
(3)   Is not habitually in an intoxicated or drugged condition; 
 
(4)   Has no history of violence; 
 
(5)   Has not been found in the previous ten years to be a "danger to others" or a "danger to self" 
as defined in § 27A-1-1 or is not currently adjudged mentally incompetent; 
 
(6)   Has physically resided in and is a resident of the county where the application is being made 
for at least thirty days immediately preceding the date of the application; 
 
(7)  Has had no violations of chapter 23-7, 22-14, or 22-42 constituting a felony or misdemeanor 
in the five years preceding the date of application or is not currently charged under indictment or 
information for such an offense; 
 
 (8)   Is a citizen or legal resident of the United States; and 
 
 (9)   Is not a fugitive from justice. 
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A person denied a permit may appeal to the circuit court pursuant to chapter 1-26. 
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 23-7-8 (2015)   
Application for permit or enhanced permit--Form and contents--Copies  
 
The application for a permit to carry a concealed pistol or an enhanced permit to carry a 
concealed pistol shall be filed either electronically or in triplicate on a form prescribed by the 
secretary of state. The application shall require the applicant's complete name, address, 
occupation, place and date of birth, physical description, a statement that the applicant has never 
pled guilty to, nolo contendere to, or been convicted of a crime of violence, a sworn statement 
that the information on the application is true and correct, and the applicant's signature. If filed in 
triplicate, the original shall be delivered to the applicant as the temporary permit, the duplicate 
shall within seven days be sent by first class mail to the secretary of state who shall issue the 
official permit, and the triplicate shall be preserved for four years by the authority issuing the 
permit. If the application is filed electronically, two copies shall be made and each shall be 
signed by the applicant. One copy shall be delivered to the applicant as the temporary permit, 
and the other copy shall be preserved for four years by the authority issuing the permit. 
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 23-7-8.1 (2015)   
Form and contents of permit and enhanced permit  
 
The secretary of state shall prescribe the form of the permit to carry a concealed pistol and the 
form of the enhanced permit to carry a concealed pistol pursuant to § 23-7-8. Each permit shall 
list the applicant’s name, address, and the expiration date of the permit. The enhanced permit to 
carry a concealed pistol must clearly designate that the permit is enhanced. The holder of a 
permit may carry a concealed pistol anywhere in South Dakota except in any licensed on-sale 
malt beverage or alcoholic beverage establishment that derives over one-half of its total income 
from the sale of malt or alcoholic beverages. Nothing in this section prevents law enforcement 
officers, parole agents, security guards employed on the premises, and other public officials with 
the written permission of the sheriff from carrying concealed weapons in the performance of 
their duties or prevents home or business owners from carrying concealed weapons on their 
property pursuant to § 22-14-11.S.D. Codified Laws § 23-7-8.1 
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 23-7-8.2 (2015)   
Duration of permit--Fee  
 
The permit to carry a concealed pistol is valid for a period of five years from the date of 
issuance. The fee for issuing the permit is ten dollars. The local authority shall collect the fee. 
Seven dollars of the fee shall be remitted to the secretary of state and three dollars shall be 
deposited in the general fund of the county or municipality issuing the permit. 
 
S.D. Codified Laws § 23-7-8.6 (2015)   
List, record, or registry of privately owned firearms, owners of firearms, or holders of 
permits prohibited 
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No state agency, political subdivision, official, agent, or employee of any state agency or 
political subdivision may knowingly keep or cause to be kept any list, record, or registry of 
privately owned firearms or any list, record, or registry of the owners of those firearms, or any 
list, record, or registry of holders of permits to carry a concealed pistol. 
 
Tennessee  
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 4-54-104 (2015) 
Firearms, firearm accessories and ammunition manufactured in this state not subject to 
federal regulation under interstate commerce clause 
  
A personal firearm, a firearm accessory or ammunition that is manufactured commercially or 
privately in this state and that remains within the borders of this state is not subject to federal law 
or federal regulation, including registration, under the authority of congress to regulate interstate 
commerce. It is declared by the legislature that those items have not traveled in interstate 
commerce. This section applies to a firearm, a firearm accessory or ammunition that is 
manufactured in this state from basic materials and that can be manufactured without the 
inclusion of any significant parts imported into this state. Generic and insignificant parts that 
have other manufacturing or consumer product applications are not firearms, firearms 
accessories or ammunition, and their importation into this state and incorporation into a firearm, 
a firearm accessory or ammunition manufactured in this state does not subject the firearm, 
firearm accessory or ammunition to federal regulation. It is declared by the legislature that basic 
materials, such as unmachined steel and unshaped wood, are not firearms, firearms accessories or 
ammunition and are not subject to congressional authority to regulate firearms, firearms 
accessories and ammunition under interstate commerce as if they were actually firearms, 
firearms accessories or ammunition. The authority of congress to regulate interstate commerce in 
basic materials does not include authority to regulate firearms, firearms accessories and 
ammunition made in this state from those materials. Firearms accessories that are imported into 
this state from another state and that are subject to federal regulation as being in interstate 
commerce do not subject a firearm to federal regulation under interstate commerce because they 
are attached to or used in conjunction with a firearm in this state. 
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-109 (2015) 
Airport and aircraft security 
 
(a)  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires: 
 
(1)  "Air operations area" means a portion of an airport designed and used for the landing, taking 
off, or surface maneuvering of airplanes; and 
 
(2)  "Sterile area" means an area to which access is controlled by the inspection of persons and 
property in accordance with an approved security program. 
 
(b)  It is an offense for a person to knowingly trespass or unlawfully enter upon an aircraft, air 
carrier, foreign air carrier or air operations area or sterile area of an airport serving the general 
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public, if the trespass or entry is in violation of or contrary to security requirements established 
by federal regulation. 
 
(c)  A violation of subsection (b) is a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
(d)  If any person violates subsection (b) with the intent to commit an act in the aircraft, air 
carrier, foreign air carrier or air operations area or sterile area that is punishable as a felony under 
federal or state law, and the person is convicted of the felony, a violation of subsection (b) is a 
Class E felony. 
 
(e)  Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting prosecution and conviction under 
any other criminal statute. Airport and aircraft security 
 
(a)  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires: 
 
(1)  "Air operations area" means a portion of an airport designed and used for the landing, taking 
off, or surface maneuvering of airplanes; and 
 
(2)  "Sterile area" means an area to which access is controlled by the inspection of persons and 
property in accordance with an approved security program. 
 
(b)  It is an offense for a person to knowingly trespass or unlawfully enter upon an aircraft, air 
carrier, foreign air carrier or air operations area or sterile area of an airport serving the general 
public, if the trespass or entry is in violation of or contrary to security requirements established 
by federal regulation. 
 
(c)  A violation of subsection (b) is a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
(d)  If any person violates subsection (b) with the intent to commit an act in the aircraft, air 
carrier, foreign air carrier or air operations area or sterile area that is punishable as a felony under 
federal or state law, and the person is convicted of the felony, a violation of subsection (b) is a 
Class E felony. 
 
(e)  Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting prosecution and conviction under 
any other criminal statute. 
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-305 (2015) 
Disorderly conduct 
 
(a)  A person commits an offense who, in a public place and with intent to cause public 
annoyance or alarm: 
 
(1)  Engages in fighting or in violent or threatening behavior; 
 
(2)  Refuses to obey an official order to disperse issued to maintain public safety in dangerous 
proximity to a fire, hazard or other emergency; or 
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(3)  Creates a hazardous or physically offensive condition by any act that serves no legitimate 
purpose. 
 
(b)  A person also violates this section who makes unreasonable noise that prevents others from 
carrying on lawful activities. 
 
(c)  A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-314 (2015) 
Civil disorder 
 
(a)  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires: 
 
(1)  "Civil disorder" means any public disturbance involving acts of violence by an assemblage 
of two (2) or more persons which acts cause an immediate danger of or result in damage or 
injury to the property or person of any other individual; 
 
(2)  "Governmental military force" means the: 
 
(A)  National guard as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101(9); 
 
(B)  Organized militia of any state or territory of the United States, the commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, or the District of Columbia, not included within the definition of "national guard"; and 
 
(C)  Armed forces of the United States; and 
 
(3)  "Law enforcement agency" means a governmental unit of one (1) or more persons employed 
full time or part time by the state or federal government, or political subdivision of the state or 
federal government, for the purpose of preventing and detecting crime and enforcing laws or 
local ordinances and the employees of which are authorized to make arrests for crimes while 
acting within the scope of their authority. 
 
(b)  A person commits an offense who assembles with one (1) or more persons for the purpose of 
training or instructing in the use of, or practicing with, any technique or means capable of 
causing property damage, bodily injury or death with the intent to employ such training, 
instruction or practice in the commission of a civil disorder. 
 
(c)  A violation of this section is a Class D felony. 
 
(d)  
 
(1)  Nothing contained in this section makes unlawful any act protected by the constitution of 
Tennessee, or any act of a law enforcement officer that is performed in the lawful performance 
of the officer's official duties. 
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(2)  Nothing contained in this section makes unlawful: 
 
(A)  Any activity of a governmental military force, the Tennessee wildlife resources agency, the 
department of correction or any law enforcement agency; 
 
(B)  Any activity intended to teach or practice self-defense or self-defense techniques, such as 
karate clubs or self-defense clinics, and similar lawful activity; 
 
(C)  Any facility, program or lawful activity related to firearms instruction and training intended 
to teach the safe handling and use of firearms; or 
 
(D)  Any other lawful sports or activities related to the individual recreational use or possession 
of firearms, including, but not limited to, hunting activities, target shooting, self-defense, 
firearms collection or any organized activity, including, but not limited to, any hunting club, rifle 
club, rifle range or shooting range that does not include a conspiracy as defined under the laws of 
this state, or the knowledge of or the intent to cause or further a civil disorder. 
 
(e)  Nothing contained in this section makes unlawful any practice or drill of an organization 
whose purpose is the reenactment of battles for historic purposes or of ceremonial organizations 
of a military nature. 
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1302 (2015) 
Prohibited weapons  
 
(a)  A person commits an offense who intentionally or knowingly possesses, manufactures, 
transports, repairs or sells: 
 
(1)  An explosive or an explosive weapon; 
 
(2)  A device principally designed, made or adapted for delivering or shooting an explosive 
weapon; 
 
(3)  A machine gun; 
 
(4)  A short-barrel rifle or shotgun; 
 
(5)  A firearm silencer; 
 
(6)  Hoax device; 
 
(7)  Knuckles; or 
 
(8)  Any other implement for infliction of serious bodily injury or death that has no common 
lawful purpose. 
 
(b)  It is a defense to prosecution under this section that the person's conduct: 
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(1)  Was incident to the performance of official duty and pursuant to military regulations in the 
army, navy, air force, coast guard or marine service of the United States or the Tennessee 
national guard, or was incident to the performance of official duty in a governmental law 
enforcement agency or a penal institution; 
 
(2)  Was incident to engaging in a lawful commercial or business transaction with an 
organization identified in subdivision (b)(1); 
 
(3)  Was incident to using an explosive or an explosive weapon in a manner reasonably related to 
a lawful industrial or commercial enterprise; 
 
(4)  Was incident to using the weapon in a manner reasonably related to a lawful dramatic 
performance or scientific research; 
 
(5)  Was incident to displaying the weapon in a public museum or exhibition; 
 
(6)  Was licensed by the state of Tennessee as a manufacturer, importer or dealer in weapons; 
provided, that the manufacture, import, purchase, possession, sale or disposition of weapons is 
authorized and incident to carrying on the business for which licensed and is for scientific or 
research purposes or sale or disposition to an organization designated in subdivision (b)(1); or 
 
(7)  [Deleted by 2015 amendment] 
 
(8)  [Deleted by 2014 amendment, effective July 1, 2014] 
 
(c)  It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under this section that the person must prove by a 
preponderance of the evidence that: 
 
(1)  The person's conduct was relative to dealing with the weapon solely as a curio, ornament or 
keepsake, and if the weapon is a type described in subdivisions (a)(1)-(5), that it was in a 
nonfunctioning condition and could not readily be made operable; or 
 
(2)  The possession was brief and occurred as a consequence of having found the weapon or 
taken it from an aggressor. 
 
(d)  It is an exception to the application of subsection (a) that the person acquiring or possessing 
a weapon described in subdivisions (a)(3), (a)(4), or (a)(5) is in full compliance with the 
requirements of the National Firearms Act (26 U.S.C. §§ 5841-5862). 
 
(e)  Subsection (a) shall not apply to the possession, manufacture, transportation, repair, or sale 
of an explosive if: 
 
(1)  The person in question is eighteen (18) years of age or older; and 
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(2)  The possession, manufacture, transport, repair, or sale was incident to creating or using an 
exploding target for lawful sporting activity, as solely intended by the commercial manufacturer. 
 
(f)  
 
(1)  An offense under subdivision (a)(1) is a Class B felony. 
 
(2)  An offense under subdivisions (a)(2)-(5) is a Class E felony. 
 
(3)  An offense under subdivision (a)(6) is a Class C felony. 
 
(4)  An offense under subdivisions (a)(7)-(8) is a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1307 (2015)  
Unlawful carrying or possession of a weapon 
 
(a)  
 
(1)  A person commits an offense who carries, with the intent to go armed, a firearm or a club. 
 
(2)  
 
(A)  The first violation of subdivision (a)(1) is a Class C misdemeanor, and, in addition to 
possible imprisonment as provided by law, may be punished by a fine not to exceed five hundred 
dollars ($500). 
 
(B)  A second or subsequent violation of subdivision (a)(1) is a Class B misdemeanor. 
 
(C)  A violation of subdivision (a)(1) is a Class A misdemeanor if the person's carrying of a 
handgun occurred at a place open to the public where one (1) or more persons were present. 
 
(b) (1) A person commits an offense who unlawfully possesses a firearm, as defined in § 39-11-
106, and: 
 
(A)  Has been convicted of a felony involving the use or attempted use of force, violence, or a 
deadly weapon; or 
 
(B)  Has been convicted of a felony drug offense. 
 
(2)  An offense under subdivision (b)(1)(A) is a Class C felony. 
 
(3)  An offense under subdivision (b)(1)(B) is a Class D felony. 
 
(c)  
 
(1)  A person commits an offense who possesses a handgun and has been convicted of a felony. 
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(2)  An offense under subdivision (c)(1) is a Class E felony. 
 
(d)  
 
(1)  A person commits an offense who possesses a deadly weapon other than a firearm with the 
intent to employ it during the commission of, attempt to commit, or escape from a dangerous 
offense as defined in § 39-17-1324. 
 
(2)  A person commits an offense who possesses any deadly weapon with the intent to employ it 
during the commission of, attempt to commit, or escape from any offense not defined as a 
dangerous offense by § 39-17-1324. 
 
(3)  
 
(A)  Except as provided in subdivision (d)(3)(B), a violation of this subsection (d) is a Class E 
felony. 
 
(B)  A violation of this subsection (d) is a Class E felony with a maximum fine of six thousand 
dollars ($6,000), if the deadly weapon is a switchblade knife. 
 
(e) (1) It is an exception to the application of subsection (a) that a person is carrying or 
possessing a firearm or firearm ammunition in a motor vehicle if the person: 
 
(A)  Is not prohibited from possessing or receiving a firearm by 18 U.S.C. § 922(g) or purchasing 
a firearm by § 39-17-1316; and 
 
(B)  Is in lawful possession of the motor vehicle. 
 
(2)  As used in this subsection (e): 
 
(A)  "Motor vehicle" has the same meaning as defined in § 55-1-103; 
 
(B)  "Motor vehicle" does not include any motor vehicle that is: 
 
(i)  Owned or leased by a governmental or private entity that has adopted a written policy 
prohibiting firearms or ammunition not required for employment within such a motor vehicle; 
and 
 
(ii)  Provided by such entity to an employee for use during the course of employment. 
 
(f) (1) A person commits an offense who possesses a firearm, as defined in § 39-11-106(a), and: 
 
(A)  Has been convicted of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 
921, and is still subject to the disabilities of such a conviction; 
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(B)  Is, at the time of the possession, subject to an order of protection that fully complies with 18 
U.S.C. § 922(g)(8); or 
 
(C)  Is prohibited from possessing a firearm under any other state or federal law. 
 
(2)  If the person is licensed as a federal firearms dealer or a responsible party under a federal 
firearms license, the determination of whether such an individual possesses firearms that 
constitute the business inventory under the federal license shall be determined based upon the 
applicable federal statutes or the rules, regulations and official letters, rulings and publications of 
the bureau of alcohol, tobacco, firearms and explosives. 
 
(3)  For purposes of this section, a person does not possess a firearm, including, but not limited 
to, firearms registered under the National Firearms Act, compiled in 26 U.S.C. § 5801 et seq., if 
the firearm is in a safe or similar container that is securely locked and to which the respondent 
does not have the combination, keys or other means of normal access. 
 
(4)  A violation of subdivision (f)(1) is a Class A misdemeanor and each violation constitutes a 
separate offense. 
 
(5)  If a violation of subdivision (f)(1) also constitutes a violation of § 36-3-625(h) or § 39-13-
113(h), the respondent may be charged and convicted under any or all such sections. 
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1308 (2015) 
Defenses to unlawful possession or carrying of a weapon  
 
(a)  It is a defense to the application of § 39-17-1307 if the possession or carrying was: 
 
(1)  Of an unloaded rifle, shotgun or handgun not concealed on or about the person and the 
ammunition for the weapon was not in the immediate vicinity of the person or weapon; 
 
(2)  By a person authorized to possess or carry a firearm pursuant to § 39-17-1315 or § 39-17-
1351; 
 
(3)  At the person's: 
 
(A)  Place of residence; 
 
(B)  Place of business; or 
 
(C)  Premises; 
 
(4)  Incident to lawful hunting, trapping, fishing, camping, sport shooting or other lawful 
activity; 
 
(5)  By a person possessing a rifle or shotgun while engaged in the lawful protection of livestock 
from predatory animals; 
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(6)  By a Tennessee valley authority officer who holds a valid commission from the 
commissioner of safety pursuant to this part while the officer is in the performance of the 
officer's official duties; 
 
(7)  By a state, county or municipal judge or any federal judge or any federal or county 
magistrate; 
 
(8)  By a person possessing a club or baton who holds a valid state security guard/officer 
registration card as a private security guard/officer, issued by the commissioner, and who also 
has certification that the officer has had training in the use of club or baton that is valid and 
issued by a person certified to give training in the use of clubs or batons; 
 
(9)  By any person possessing a club or baton who holds a certificate that the person has had 
training in the use of a club or baton for self-defense that is valid and issued by a certified person 
authorized to give training in the use of clubs or batons, and is not prohibited from purchasing a 
firearm under any local, state or federal laws; or 
 
(10)  By any out-of-state, full-time, commissioned law enforcement officer who holds a valid 
commission card from the appropriate out-of-state law enforcement agency and a photo 
identification; provided, that if no valid commission card and photo identification are retained, 
then it shall be unlawful for that officer to carry firearms in this state and this section shall not 
apply. The defense provided by this subdivision (a)(10) shall only be applicable if the state 
where the out-of-state officer is employed has entered into a reciprocity agreement with this state 
that allows a full-time, commissioned law enforcement officer in Tennessee to lawfully carry or 
possess a weapon in the other state. 
 
(b)  The defenses described in this section are not available to persons described in § 39-17-
1307(b)(1). 
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1313 (2015)  
Transporting and storing a firearm or firearm ammunition in permit holder's motor 
vehicle 
 
(a)  Notwithstanding any provision of law or any ordinance or resolution adopted by the 
governing body of a city, county or metropolitan government, including any ordinance or 
resolution enacted before April 8, 1986, that prohibits or regulates the possession, transportation 
or storage of a firearm or firearm ammunition by a handgun carry permit holder, the holder of a 
valid handgun carry permit recognized in Tennessee may, unless expressly prohibited by federal 
law, transport and store a firearm or firearm ammunition in the permit holder's motor vehicle, as 
defined in § 55-1-103, while on or utilizing any public or private parking area if: 
 
(1)  The permit holder's motor vehicle is parked in a location where it is permitted to be; and 
 
(2)  The firearm or ammunition being transported or stored in the motor vehicle: 
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(A)  Is kept from ordinary observation if the permit holder is in the motor vehicle; or 
 
(B)  Is kept from ordinary observation and locked within the trunk, glove box, or interior of the 
person's motor vehicle or a container securely affixed to such motor vehicle if the permit holder 
is not in the motor vehicle. 
 
(b)  No business entity, public or private employer, or the owner, manager, or legal possessor of 
the property shall be held liable in any civil action for damages, injuries or death resulting from 
or arising out of another's actions involving a firearm or ammunition transported or stored by the 
holder of a valid handgun carry permit in the permit holder's motor vehicle unless the business 
entity, public or private employer, or the owner, manager, or legal possessor of the property 
commits an offense involving the use of the stored firearm or ammunition or intentionally 
solicits or procures the conduct resulting in the damage, injury or death. Nor shall a business 
entity, public or private employer, or the owner, manager, or legal possessor of the property be 
responsible for the theft of a firearm or ammunition stored by the holder of a valid handgun carry 
permit in the permit holder's motor vehicle. 
 
(c)  For purposes of this section: 
 
(1)  "Motor vehicle" means any motor vehicle as defined in § 55-1-103, which is in the lawful 
possession of the permit holder, but does not include any motor vehicle which is owned or leased 
by a governmental or business entity and that is provided by such entity to an employee for use 
during the course of employment if the entity has adopted a written policy prohibiting firearms 
or ammunition not required for employment within the entity's motor vehicles; and 
 
(2)  
 
(A)  "Parking area" means any property provided by a business entity, public or private 
employer, or the owner, manager, or legal possessor of the property for the purpose of permitting 
its invitees, customers, clients or employees to park privately owned motor vehicles; and 
 
(B)  "Parking area" does not include the grounds or property of an owner-occupied, single-family 
detached residence, or a tenant-occupied single-family detached residence. 
 
(d)  A handgun carry permit holder transporting, storing or both transporting and storing a 
firearm or firearm ammunition in accordance with this section does not violate this section if the 
firearm or firearm ammunition is observed by another person or security device during the 
ordinary course of the handgun carry permit holder securing the firearm or firearm ammunition 
from observation in or on a motor vehicle. 
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1314 (2015) 
Local regulation of firearms and ammunition and knives preempted by state regulation -- 
Actions against firearms or ammunition manufacturers, trade associations or dealers 
 
(a)  Except as otherwise provided by state law or as specifically provided in subsection (b), the 
general assembly preempts the whole field of the regulation of firearms, ammunition, or 
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components of firearms or ammunition, or combinations thereof including, but not limited to, the 
use, purchase, transfer, taxation, manufacture, ownership, possession, carrying, sale, acquisition, 
gift, devise, licensing, registration, storage, and transportation thereof, to the exclusion of all 
county, city, town, municipality, or metropolitan government law, ordinances, resolutions, 
enactments or regulation. No county, city, town, municipality, or metropolitan government nor 
any local agency, department, or official shall occupy any part of the field regulation of firearms, 
ammunition or components of firearms or ammunition, or combinations thereof. 
 
(b)  A city, county, town, municipality or metropolitan government is expressly authorized to 
regulate by ordinance, resolution, policy, rule or other enactment the following: 
 
(1)  The carrying of firearms by employees or independent contractors of the city, county, town 
municipality or metropolitan government when acting in the course and scope of their 
employment or contract, except as otherwise provided in § 39-17-1313; 
 
(2)  The discharge of firearms within the boundaries of the applicable city, county, town, 
municipality or metropolitan government, except when and where the discharge of a firearm is 
expressly authorized or permitted by state law; 
 
(3)  The location of a sport shooting range, except as otherwise provided in §§ 39-17-316 and 13-
3-412; and 
 
(4)  The enforcement of any state or federal law pertaining to firearms, ammunition, or 
components of firearms or ammunition, or combinations thereof. 
 
(c)  The general assembly declares that the lawful design, marketing, manufacture and sale of 
firearms and ammunition to the public are not unreasonably dangerous activities and do not 
constitute a nuisance per se. 
 
(d)  
 
(1)  The authority to bring suit and right to recover against any firearms or ammunition 
manufacturer, trade association or dealer by or on behalf of any state entity, county, municipality 
or metropolitan government for damages, abatement or injunctive relief resulting from or 
relating to the lawful design, manufacture, marketing or sale of firearms or ammunition to the 
public shall be reserved exclusively to the state. 
 
(2)  Nothing in this subsection (d) shall be construed to prohibit a county, municipality, or 
metropolitan government from bringing an action against a firearms or ammunition manufacturer 
or dealer for breach of contract or warranty as to firearms or ammunition purchased by such 
county, municipality, or metropolitan government. 
 
(3)  Nothing in this subsection (d) shall preclude an individual from bringing a cause of action 
for breach of a written contract, breach of an express warranty, or for injuries resulting from 
defects in the materials or workmanship in the manufacture of the firearm. 
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(e)  Subsections (c) and (d) shall not apply in any litigation brought by an individual against a 
firearms or ammunition manufacturer, trade association or dealer. 
 
(f)  It is the intent of the general assembly that this part is preemptive with respect to the transfer, 
ownership, possession or transportation of knives and no city, county, or metropolitan 
government shall occupy any part of the field of regulation of the transfer, ownership, possession 
or transportation of knives. 
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1315 (2015) 
Written directive and permit to carry handguns  
 
(a) (1)  (A) The following persons may carry handguns at all times pursuant to a written directive 
by the executive supervisor of the organization to which the person is or was attached or 
employed, regardless of the person's regular duty hours or assignments: 
 
(i)  Any law enforcement officer, police officer, bonded and sworn deputy sheriff, director, 
commissioner, county magistrate or retired law enforcement officer who is bonded and who, at 
the time of receiving the written directive, has successfully completed and, except for a law 
enforcement officer who has retired in good standing as certified by the chief law enforcement 
officer of the organization from which the officer retired, continues to successfully complete on 
an annual basis a firearm training program of at least eight (8) hours duration; 
 
(ii)  Any director or full-time employee of the Tennessee emergency management agency in the 
performance of the director's or employee's duty; 
 
(iii)  Any duly authorized representative or full-time employee of the department of correction 
who has been specifically designated by the commissioner of the department to execute warrants 
issued pursuant to § 40-28-121 or § 40-35-311 or to perform such other duties as specifically 
designated by the commissioner; or 
 
(iv)  Any other officer or person authorized to carry handguns by this, or any other law of this 
state. 
 
(B)  A copy of the written directive shall be retained as a portion of the records of the particular 
law enforcement agency that shall issue the directive. Nothing in this subdivision (a)(1) shall 
prevent federal officers from carrying firearms as prescribed by federal law. 
 
(2)  
 
(A)  Any duly elected and sworn constable in any county having a population of not less than 
eleven thousand one hundred (11,100) nor more than eleven thousand two hundred (11,200), 
according to the 1970 federal census or any subsequent federal census, and being a county in 
which constables retain law enforcement powers and duties under §§ 8-10-108, 40-6-210, 55-8-
152, 57-5-202 and 57-9-101, are authorized to and may carry handguns at all times and may 
equip their vehicles with blue and red lights and sirens. The sheriff of such county shall issue a 
written directive or permit authorizing the constables to carry a handgun; provided, that each 
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constable has completed the same eight-hour annual firearm training program as is required by 
this subsection (a). 
 
(B)  The county commission may, by a two-thirds (2/3) vote, require the constable to have in 
effect a liability policy or a corporate surety bond in an amount of not less than fifty thousand 
dollars ($50,000). 
 
(b)  
 
(1)  An individual, corporation or business entity is authorized to prohibit the possession of 
weapons by employees otherwise authorized by this subsection (b) on premises owned, operated 
or managed by the individual, corporation or business entity. Notice of the prohibition shall be 
posted or otherwise noticed to all affected employees. 
 
(2)  An individual, corporation, business entity or governmental entity or agent thereof is 
authorized to prohibit possession of weapons by any person otherwise authorized by this 
subsection (b), at meetings conducted by, or on premises owned, operated, managed or under 
control of the individual, corporation, business entity or governmental entity. Notice of the 
prohibition shall be posted or announced. 
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1319 (2015) 
Handgun possession prohibited – Exceptions 
   
(a)  As used in this section and § 39-17-1320, unless the context otherwise requires: 
 
(1)  "Handgun" means a pistol, revolver, or other firearm of any description, loaded or unloaded, 
from which any shot, bullet, or other missile can be discharged, the length of the barrel of which, 
not including any revolving, detachable, or magazine breech, does not exceed twelve inches 
(12''); and 
 
(2)  "Juvenile" means any person less than eighteen (18) years of age. 
 
(b)  Except as provided in this section, it is an offense for a juvenile to knowingly possess a 
handgun. 
 
(c)  
 
(1)  Illegal possession of a handgun by a juvenile is a delinquent act and, in addition to any other 
disposition authorized by law, the juvenile may be required to perform not more than one 
hundred (100) hours of community service work to be specified by the judge, and the juvenile's 
driving privileges shall be suspended for a period of one (1) year in accordance with the 
procedure set out in title 55, chapter 10, part 7. 
 
(2)  A second or subsequent violation of this section is a delinquent act and, in addition to any 
other disposition authorized by law, the juvenile may be required to perform not less than one 
hundred (100) nor more than two hundred (200) hours of community service work to be 
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specified by the judge, and the juvenile's driving privileges shall be suspended for a period of 
two (2) years in accordance with the procedure set out in title 55, chapter 10, part 7. 
 
(3)  Any handgun illegally possessed in violation of this section shall be confiscated and 
disposed of in accordance with § 39-17-1317. 
 
(d) (1) It is a defense to prosecution under this section that the juvenile is: 
 
(A)  In attendance at a hunter's safety course or a firearms safety course; 
 
(B)  Engaging in practice in the use of a firearm or target shooting at an established range 
authorized by the governing body of the jurisdiction in which such range is located or any other 
area where the discharge of a firearm is not prohibited; 
 
(C)  Engaging in an organized competition involving the use of a firearm, or participating in or 
practicing for a performance by an organized group which is exempt from federal income 
taxation under § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3)), as 
amended, and which uses firearms as part of the performance; 
 
(D)  Hunting or trapping pursuant to a valid license issued to the juvenile pursuant to title 70; 
 
(E)  Accompanied by the juvenile's parent or guardian and is being instructed by the adult or 
guardian in the use of the handgun possessed by the juvenile; 
 
(F)  On real property which is under the control of an adult and has the permission of that adult 
and the juvenile's parent or legal guardian to possess a handgun; 
 
(G)  Traveling to or from any activity described in subdivision (d)(1) with an unloaded gun; or 
 
(H)  At the juvenile's residence and with the permission of the juvenile's parent or legal guardian, 
possesses a handgun and is justified in using physical force or deadly force. 
 
(2)  For purposes of subdivision (d)(1)(G), a handgun is "unloaded" if: 
 
(A)  There is not a cartridge in the chamber of the handgun; 
 
(B)  There is not a cartridge in the cylinder of the handgun if the handgun is a revolver; or 
 
(C)  The handgun, and the ammunition for the handgun, are not carried on the person of a 
juvenile or are not in such close proximity to the juvenile that the juvenile could readily gain 
access to the handgun and the ammunition and load the handgun. 
 
(e)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this part to the contrary, this section shall govern a 
juvenile who possesses a handgun. 
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1321 (2015) 
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Possession of handgun while under influence – Penalty 
  
(a)  Notwithstanding whether a person has a permit issued pursuant to § 39-17-1315 or § 39-17-
1351, it is an offense for a person to possess a handgun while under the influence of alcohol or 
any controlled substance or controlled substance analogue. 
 
(b)  It is an offense for a person to possess a firearm if the person is both: 
 
(1)  Within the confines of an establishment open to the public where liquor, wine or other 
alcoholic beverages, as defined in § 57-3-101(a)(1)(A), or beer, as defined in § 57-6-102, are 
served for consumption on the premises; and 
 
(2)  Consuming any alcoholic beverage listed in subdivision (b)(1). 
 
(c)  
 
(1)  A violation of this section is a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
(2)  In addition to the punishment authorized by subdivision (c)(1), if the violation is of 
subsection (a), occurs in an establishment described in subdivision (b)(1), and the person has a 
handgun permit issued pursuant to § 39-17-1351, such permit shall be suspended in accordance 
with § 39-17-1352 for a period of three (3) years. 
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1351 (effective January 1, 2016) 
Handgun carry permits 
 
(a)  The citizens of this state have a right to keep and bear arms for their common defense; but 
the general assembly has the power, by law, to regulate the wearing of arms with a view to 
prevent crime. 
 
(b)  Except as provided in subsection (r), any resident of Tennessee who is a United States 
citizen or lawful permanent resident, as defined by § 55-50-102, who has reached twenty-one 
(21) years of age, may apply to the department of safety for a handgun carry permit. If the 
applicant is not prohibited from purchasing or possessing a firearm in this state pursuant to § 39-
17-1316 or § 39-17-1307(b), 18 U.S.C. § 922(g), or any other state or federal law, and the 
applicant otherwise meets all of the requirements of this section, the department shall issue a 
permit to the applicant. 
 
(c)  The application for a permit shall be on a standard form developed by the department. The 
application shall clearly state in bold face type directly above the signature line that an applicant 
who, with intent to deceive, makes any false statement on the application commits the felony 
offense of perjury pursuant to § 39-16-702. The following are eligibility requirements for 
obtaining a handgun carry permit and the application shall require the applicant to disclose and 
confirm compliance with, under oath, the following information concerning the applicant and the 
eligibility requirements: 
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(1)  Full legal name and any aliases; 
 
(2)  Addresses for the last five (5) years; 
 
(3)  Date of birth; 
 
(4)  Social security number; 
 
(5)  Physical description (height, weight, race, sex, hair color and eye color); 
 
(6)  That the applicant has not been convicted of a criminal offense that is designated as a felony, 
or that is one of the disqualifying misdemeanors set out in subdivisions (c)(11), (c)(16), or 
(c)(18), with the exception of any federal or state offenses pertaining to antitrust violations, 
unfair trade practices, restraints of trade or other similar offenses relating to the regulations of 
business practices; 
 
(7)  That the applicant is not currently under indictment or information for any criminal offense 
that is designated as a felony, or that is one of the disqualifying misdemeanors set out in 
subdivisions (c)(11), (c)(16), or (c)(18), with the exception of any federal or state offenses 
pertaining to antitrust violations, unfair trade practices, restraints of trade or other similar 
offenses relating to the regulations of business practices; 
 
(8)  That the applicant is not currently subject to any order of protection and, if so, the applicant 
shall provide a copy of the order; 
 
(9)  That the applicant is not a fugitive from justice; 
 
(10)  That the applicant is not an unlawful user of or addicted to alcohol, any controlled 
substance or controlled substance analogue, and the applicant has not been either: 
 
(A)  A patient in a rehabilitation program pursuant to a court order or hospitalized for alcohol, 
controlled substance or controlled substance analogue abuse or addiction pursuant to a court 
order within ten (10) years from the date of application; or 
 
(B)  A voluntary patient in a rehabilitation program or voluntarily hospitalized for alcohol, 
controlled substance or controlled substance analogue abuse or addiction within three (3) years 
from the date of application; 
 
(11)  That the applicant has not been convicted of the offense of driving under the influence of an 
intoxicant in this or any other state two (2) or more times within ten (10) years from the date of 
the application and that none of the convictions has occurred within five (5) years from the date 
of application or renewal; 
 
(12)  That the applicant has not been adjudicated as a mental defective, has not been judicially 
committed to or hospitalized in a mental institution pursuant to title 33, has not had a court 
appoint a conservator for the applicant by reason of a mental defect, has not been judicially 
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determined to be disabled by reason of mental illness, developmental disability or other mental 
incapacity, and has not, within seven (7) years from the date of application, been found by a 
court to pose an immediate substantial likelihood of serious harm, as defined in title 33, chapter 
6, part 5, because of mental illness; 
 
(13)  That the applicant is not an alien and is not illegally or unlawfully in the United States; 
 
(14)  That the applicant has not been discharged from the armed forces under dishonorable 
conditions; 
 
(15)  That the applicant has not renounced the applicant's United States citizenship; 
 
(16)  That the applicant has not been convicted of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence as 
defined in 18 U.S.C. § 921; 
 
(17)  That the applicant is not receiving social security disability benefits by reason of alcohol 
dependence, drug dependence or mental disability; and 
 
(18)  That the applicant has not been convicted of the offense of stalking. 
 
(d)  
 
(1)  In addition to the information required under subsection (c), the applicant shall be required 
to provide two (2) full sets of classifiable fingerprints at the time the application is filed with the 
department. The applicant's fingerprints may be taken by the department at the time the 
application is submitted or the applicant may have the fingerprints taken at any sheriff's office 
and submit the fingerprints to the department along with the application and other supporting 
documents. The sheriff may charge a fee not to exceed five dollars ($5.00) for taking the 
applicant's fingerprints. At the time an applicant's fingerprints are taken either by the department 
or a sheriff's office, the applicant shall be required to present a photo identification. If the person 
requesting fingerprinting is not the same person as the person whose picture appears on the photo 
identification, the department or sheriff shall refuse to take the fingerprints. The department shall 
also be required to photograph the applicant in a manner that is suitable for use on the permit. 
 
(2)  An applicant shall also be required to present a photo identification to the department at the 
time of filing the application. If the name on the photo identification, name on the application 
and name on the fingerprint card, if taken by a sheriff, are not the same, the department shall 
refuse to accept the application. If the person whose picture appears on the photo identification is 
not the same as the applicant, the department shall refuse to accept the application. 
 
(e)  The department shall also require an applicant to submit proof of the successful completion 
of a department approved handgun safety course. Any form created by the department to show 
proof of the successful completion of a department approved handgun safety course shall not 
require the applicant to provide the applicant's social security number. Any instructor of a 
department approved handgun safety course shall not withhold proof of the successful 
completion of the course solely on the fact the applicant did not disclose the applicant's social 
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security number. The course shall include both classroom hours and firing range hours. 
Beginning September 1, 2010, and thereafter, a component of the classroom portion of all 
department-approved handgun safety courses shall be instruction on alcohol and drugs, the 
effects of those substances on a person's reflexes, judgment and ability to safely handle a firearm, 
and the provisions of § 39-17-1321. An applicant shall not be required to comply with the firing 
range and classroom hours requirements of this subsection (e) if the applicant submits proof to 
the department that within five (5) years from the date the application for a handgun carry permit 
is filed the applicant has: 
 
(1)  Been certified by the peace officer standards and training commission; 
 
(2)  Successfully completed training at the law enforcement training academy; 
 
(3) Successfully completed the firearms training course required for armed security guard/officer 
registration, pursuant to § 62-35-118(b); or 
 
(4)  Successfully completed all handgun training of not less than four (4) hours as required by 
any branch of the military. 
 
(f)  The department shall make applications for permits available for distribution at any location 
where the department conducts driver license examinations. 
 
(g) (1) Upon receipt of a permit application, the department shall: 
 
(A)  Forward two (2) full sets of fingerprints of the applicant to the Tennessee bureau of 
investigation; and 
 
(B)  Send a copy of the application to the sheriff of the county in which the applicant resides. 
 
(2)  Within thirty (30) days of receiving an application, the sheriff shall provide the department 
with any information concerning the truthfulness of the applicant's answers to the eligibility 
requirements of subsection (c) that is within the knowledge of the sheriff. 
 
(h)  Upon receipt of the fingerprints from the department, the Tennessee bureau of investigation 
shall: 
 
(1)  Within thirty (30) days from receipt of the fingerprints, conduct computer searches to 
determine the applicant's eligibility for a permit under subsection (c) as are available to the 
bureau based solely upon the applicant's name, date of birth and social security number and send 
the results of the searches to the department; 
 
(2)  Conduct a criminal history record check based upon one (1) set of the fingerprints received 
and send the results to the department; and 
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(3)  Send one (1) set of the fingerprints received from the department to the federal bureau of 
investigation, request a federal criminal history record check based upon the fingerprints, as long 
as the service is available, and send the results of the check to the department. 
 
(i)  The department shall deny a permit application if it determines from information contained in 
the criminal history record checks conducted by the Tennessee and federal bureaus of 
investigation pursuant to subsection (h), from information received from the clerks of court 
regarding individuals adjudicated as a mental defective or judicially committed to a mental 
institution pursuant to title 33, or from other information that comes to the attention of the 
department, that the applicant does not meet the eligibility requirements of this section. The 
department shall not be required to confirm the applicant's eligibility for a permit beyond the 
information received from the Tennessee and federal bureaus of investigation, the clerks of court 
and the sheriffs, if any. 
 
(j)  The department shall not deny a permit application if: 
 
(1)  The existence of any arrest or other records concerning the applicant for any indictment, 
charge or warrant have been judicially or administratively expunged; 
 
(2)  An applicant's conviction has been set aside by a court of competent jurisdiction; 
 
(3) The applicant, who was rendered infamous or deprived of the rights of citizenship by 
judgment of any state or federal court, has had the applicant's full rights of citizenship duly 
restored pursuant to procedures set forth within title 40, chapter 29, or other federal or state law; 
provided, however, that this subdivision (j)(3) shall not apply to any person who has been 
convicted of burglary, any felony offense involving violence or use of a firearm or any felony 
drug offense involving a Schedule I, II, III, IV or V controlled substance or a controlled 
substance analogue. If the applicant has been convicted of a felony drug offense involving a 
Schedule VI controlled substance, this subdivision (j)(3) shall not apply if the offense occurred 
within ten (10) years of the date of application or renewal; or 
 
(4) The applicant, who was adjudicated as a mental defective or judicially committed to a mental 
institution, as defined in § 39-17-1301, has had the applicant's firearm disability removed by an 
order of the court pursuant to title 16, and either a copy of that order has been provided to the 
department by the TBI or a certified copy of that court order has been provided to the department 
by the applicant. 
 
(k)  If the department denies an application, the department shall notify the applicant in writing 
within ten (10) days of the denial. The written notice shall state the specific factual basis for the 
denial. It shall include a copy of any reports, records or inquiries reviewed or relied upon by the 
department. 
 
(l)  The department shall issue a permit to an applicant not prohibited from obtaining a permit 
under this section no later than ninety (90) days after the date the department receives the 
application. A permit issued prior to the department's receipt of the Tennessee and federal 
bureaus of investigation's criminal history record checks based upon the applicant's fingerprints 
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shall be subject to immediate revocation if either record check reveals that the applicant is not 
eligible for a permit pursuant to this section. 
 
(m)  A permit holder shall not be required to complete a handgun safety course to maintain or 
renew a handgun carry permit. No permit holder shall be required to complete any additional 
handgun safety course after obtaining a handgun carry permit. No person shall be required to 
complete any additional handgun safety course if the person applies for a renewal of a handgun 
carry permit within six (6) months from the date of expiration. 
 
(n)  
 
(1)  Except as provided in subdivision (n)(2) and subsection (x), a permit issued pursuant to this 
section shall be good for four (4) years and shall entitle the permit holder to carry any handgun 
or handguns that the permit holder legally owns or possesses. The permit holder shall have the 
permit in the holder's immediate possession at all times when carrying a handgun and shall 
display the permit on demand of a law enforcement officer. 
 
(2)  A Tennessee permit issued pursuant to this section to a person who is in or who enters into 
the United States armed forces shall continue in effect for so long as the person's service 
continues and the person is stationed outside this state, notwithstanding the fact that the person 
may be temporarily in this state on furlough, leave, or delay en route, and for a period not to 
exceed sixty (60) days following the date on which the person is honorably discharged or 
separated from service or returns to this state on reassignment to a duty station in this state, 
unless the permit is sooner suspended, cancelled or revoked for cause as provided by law. The 
permit is valid only when in the immediate possession of the permit holder and the permit holder 
has in the holder's immediate possession the holder's discharge or separation papers, if the permit 
holder has been discharged or separated from the service. 
 
(3)  Notwithstanding this subsection (n), every handgun carry permit issued or renewed by the 
department on or after the effective date of this subdivision (n)(3), shall be issued for a period of 
five (5) years and shall expire on the permit holder's birth date. The commissioner shall issue an 
initial permit or permit renewal for three (3) to seven (7) years, whichever number is necessary 
to ensure that the permit will expire on each subsequent birth date of the permit holder that is 
divisible by five (5). It is the intent of this subdivision (n)(3) that after the initial renewal, the 
renewal date for persons who have both a handgun carry permit and a driver license be the same 
date. The fee for any original permit and any permit renewal due under this section for a permit 
issued or renewed on or after the implementation of this act shall be prorated to reflect the 
appropriate fee for a renewal cycle of greater or lesser length than five (5) years. 
 
(o)  The permit shall be issued on a wallet-sized laminated card of the same approximate size as 
is used by the state of Tennessee for driver licenses and shall contain only the following 
information concerning the permit holder: 
 
(1)  The permit holder's name, address and date of birth; 
 
(2)  A description of the permit holder by sex, height, weight and eye color; 
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(3)  A color photograph of the permit holder; and 
 
(4)  The permit number and expiration date. 
 
(p)  
 
(1)  Except as provided in subsection (x), the department shall charge an application and 
processing fee of one hundred fifteen dollars ($115). The fee shall cover all aspects of processing 
the application and issuing a permit. In addition to any other portion of the permit application fee 
that goes to the Tennessee bureau of investigation, fifteen dollars ($15.00) of the fee shall go to 
the bureau for the sole purpose of updating and maintaining its fingerprint criminal history data 
base. On an annual basis, the comptroller of the treasury shall audit the bureau to ensure that the 
extra fifteen dollars ($15.00) received from each handgun permit application fee is being used 
exclusively for the purpose set forth in this subsection (p). By February 1 of each year the bureau 
shall provide documentation to the judiciary committee of the senate and the criminal justice 
committee of the house of representatives that the extra fifteen dollars ($15.00) is being used 
exclusively for the intended purposes. The documentation shall state in detail how the money 
earmarked for fingerprint data base updating and maintenance was spent, the number and job 
descriptions of any employees hired and the type and purpose of any equipment purchased. Any 
person, who has been honorably discharged from any branch of the United States armed forces 
or who is on active duty in any branch of the armed forces or who is currently serving in the 
national guard or armed forces reserve, and who makes initial application for a handgun carry 
permit shall be required to pay only that portion of the initial application fee that is necessary to 
conduct the required criminal history record checks. 
 
(2)  The provisions of subdivision (p)(1) increasing each permit application fee by fifteen dollars 
($15.00) for the purpose of fingerprint data base updating and maintenance shall not take effect if 
the general appropriation act provides a specific appropriation in the amount of two hundred fifty 
thousand dollars ($250,000), to defray the expenses contemplated in subdivision (p)(1). If the 
appropriation is not included in the general appropriations act, the fifteen dollar ($15.00) permit 
fee increase imposed by subdivision (p)(1) shall take effect on July 1, 1997, the public welfare 
requiring it. 
 
(3)  Beginning July 1, 2008, fifteen dollars ($15.00) of the fee established in subdivision (p)(1) 
shall be submitted to the sheriff of the county where the applicant resides for the purpose of 
verifying the truthfulness of the applicant's answers as provided in subdivision (g)(1). 
 
(q)  
 
(1)  Prior to the expiration of a permit, a permit holder may apply to the department for the 
renewal of the permit by submitting, under oath, a renewal application with a renewal fee of fifty 
dollars ($50.00). The renewal application shall be on a standard form developed by the 
department of safety and shall require the applicant to disclose, under oath, the information 
concerning the applicant as set forth in subsection (c), and shall require the applicant to certify 
that the applicant still satisfies all the eligibility requirements of this section for the issuance of a 
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permit. In the event the permit expires prior to the department's approval or issuance of notice of 
denial regarding the renewal application, the permit holder shall be entitled to continue to use the 
expired permit; provided, however, that the permit holder shall also be required to prove by 
displaying a receipt for the renewal application fee that the renewal application was delivered to 
the department prior to the expiration date of the permit. 
 
(2)  Any person whose handgun carry permit expires and who applies for a renewal of the 
handgun carry permit within six (6) months from the date of expiration shall only be required to 
comply with the renewal provisions of subdivision (q)(1). If the renewal application is filed six 
(6) months or more from the date of expiration, the person shall, for all purposes, be considered a 
new applicant. 
 
(3)  If a person whose handgun carry permit remained valid pursuant to subdivision (n)(2) 
because the person was in the United States armed forces applies for a renewal of the permit 
within six (6) months of the expiration of the sixty (60) day period following discharge, 
separation, or return to this state on reassignment to a duty station in this state as provided in 
subdivision (n)(2), the person shall only be required to comply with the renewal provisions of 
subdivision (q)(1). If the renewal application is filed six (6) months or more from expiration of 
the sixty (60) day period following the date of honorable discharge, separation, or return to this 
state on reassignment to a duty station in this state, the person shall, for all purposes, be 
considered a new applicant. 
 
(r)  
 
(1)  A facially valid handgun permit, firearms permit, weapons permit or license issued by 
another state shall be valid in this state according to its terms and shall be treated as if it is a 
handgun permit issued by this state; provided, however, this subsection (r) shall not be construed 
to authorize the holder of any out-of-state permit or license to carry, in this state, any firearm or 
weapon other than a handgun. 
 
(2)  For a person to lawfully carry a handgun in this state based upon a permit or license issued in 
another state, the person must be in possession of the permit or license at all times the person 
carries a handgun in this state. 
 
(3)  
 
(A)  The commissioner of safety shall enter into written reciprocity agreements with other states 
that require the execution of the agreements. The commissioner of safety shall prepare and 
publicly publish a current list of states honoring permits issued by the state of Tennessee and 
shall make the list available to anyone upon request. The commissioner of safety shall also 
prepare and publicly publish a current list of states who, after inquiry by the commissioner, 
refuse to enter into a reciprocity agreement with this state or honor handgun carry permits issued 
by this state. To the extent that any state may impose conditions in the reciprocity agreements, 
the commissioner of safety shall publish those conditions as part of the list. If another state 
imposes conditions on Tennessee permit holders in a reciprocity agreement, the conditions shall 
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also become a part of the agreement and apply to the other state's permit holders when they carry 
a handgun in this state. 
 
(B)  If a person with a handgun permit from another state decides to become a resident of 
Tennessee, the person must obtain a Tennessee handgun permit within six (6) months of 
establishing residency in Tennessee. The permit may be issued based on the person having a 
permit from another state provided the other state has substantially similar permit eligibility 
requirements as this state. However, if during the six-month period the person applies for a 
handgun permit in this state and the application is denied, the person shall not be allowed to 
carry a handgun in this state based upon the other state's permit. 
 
(C)  
 
(i)  If a person who is a resident of and handgun permit holder in another state is employed in 
this state on a regular basis and desires to carry a handgun in this state, the person shall have six 
(6) months from the last day of the sixth month of regular employment in this state to obtain a 
Tennessee handgun carry permit. The permit may be issued based on the person having a permit 
from another state provided the other state has substantially similar permit eligibility 
requirements as this state. However, if during the six-month period the person applies for a 
handgun permit in this state and the application is denied, the person shall not be allowed to 
carry a handgun in this state based upon the other state's permit. 
 
(ii)  This subdivision (r)(3)(C) shall not apply if the state of residence of the person employed in 
Tennessee has entered into a handgun permit reciprocity agreement with this state pursuant to 
this subsection (r). 
 
(iii)  As used in this subdivision (r)(3)(C), "employed in this state on a regular basis" means a 
person has been gainfully employed in this state for at least thirty (30) hours a week for six (6) 
consecutive months not counting any absence from employment caused by the employee's use of 
sick leave, annual leave, administrative leave or compensatory time. 
 
(s)  
 
(1)  The department shall make available, on request and payment of a reasonable fee to cover 
the costs of copying, a statistical report that includes the number of permits issued, denied, 
revoked, or suspended by the department during the preceding month, listed by age, gender and 
zip code of the applicant or permit holder and the reason for any permit revocation or 
suspension. The report shall also include the cost of the program, the revenues derived from fees, 
the number of violations of the provisions of the handgun carry permit law, and the average time 
for issuance of a handgun carry permit. By January 1 of each year, a copy of the statistical 
reports for the preceding calendar year shall be provided to each member of the general 
assembly. 
 
(2)  
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-589

(A)  The department shall maintain statistics related to responses by law enforcement agencies to 
incidents in which a person who has a permit to carry a handgun under this section is arrested 
and booked for any offense. 
 
(B)  The department by rule promulgated pursuant to the Uniform Administrative Procedures 
Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5, shall adopt procedures for state and local law enforcement 
officials to report the information required by subdivision (s)(2)(A) to the department. 
 
(t)  Any law enforcement officer of this state or of any county or municipality may, within the 
realm of the officer's lawful jurisdiction and when the officer is acting in the lawful discharge of 
the officer's official duties, disarm a permit holder at any time when the officer reasonably 
believes it is necessary for the protection of the permit holder, officer or other individual or 
individuals. The officer shall return the handgun to the permit holder before discharging the 
permit holder from the scene when the officer has determined that the permit holder is not a 
threat to the officer, to the permit holder, or other individual or individuals provided that the 
permit holder has not violated any provision of this section and provided the permit holder has 
not committed any other violation that results in the arrest of the permit holder. 
 
(u)  Substantial compliance with the requirements of this section shall provide the department 
and any political subdivision thereof with immunity from civil liability alleging liability for 
issuance of the permit. 
 
(v)  Any permit issued pursuant to this section shall be deemed a "license" within the meaning of 
title 36, chapter 5, part 7, dealing with the enforcement of child support obligations through 
license denial and revocation. 
 
(w)  
 
(1)  Notwithstanding any other law or rule to the contrary, neither the department nor an 
instructor or employee of a department approved handgun safety course is authorized to require 
any applicant for a handgun carry permit to furnish or reveal identifying information concerning 
any handgun the applicant owns, possesses or uses during the safety course in order to apply for 
or be issued the permit. 
 
(2)  For purposes of subdivision (w)(1), "identifying information concerning any handgun" 
includes, but is not limited to, the serial number, model number, make of gun or manufacturer, 
type of gun, such as revolver or semi-automatic, caliber or whether the applicant owns the 
handgun used for the safety course. 
 
(x)  
 
(1)  Any resident of Tennessee who is a United States citizen or lawful permanent resident, as 
defined by § 55-50-102, who has reached twenty-one (21) years of age, may apply to the 
department of safety for a lifetime handgun carry permit. If the applicant is not prohibited from 
purchasing or possessing a firearm in this state pursuant to § 39-17-1316 or § 39-17-1307(b), 18 
U.S.C. § 922(g), or any other state or federal law, and the applicant otherwise meets all of the 
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requirements of this section, the department shall issue a permit to the applicant. The lifetime 
handgun carry permit shall entitle the permit holder to carry any handgun or handguns the permit 
holder legally owns or possesses and shall entitle the permit holder to any privilege granted to 
handgun carry permit holders. The requirements imposed on handgun carry permit holders by 
this section shall also apply to lifetime handgun carry permit holders. 
 
(2)  The department shall charge an application and processing fee of five hundred dollars ($500) 
for a lifetime handgun carry permit. The application process shall otherwise be the same as the 
application process for a handgun carry permit as set out in this section. Any funds from the fees 
paid pursuant to this subdivision (x)(2) that are not used for processing applications and issuing 
permits shall be retained by the department to fund any necessary system modifications required 
to create a lifetime handgun carry permit and monitor the eligibility of lifetime handgun carry 
permit holders as required by subdivision (x)(3). 
 
(3)  A lifetime handgun carry permit shall not expire and shall continue to be valid for the life of 
the permit holder unless the permit holder no longer meets the requirements of this section. A 
lifetime handgun carry permit shall not be subject to renewal; provided, however, that every five 
(5) years after issuance of the lifetime handgun carry permit, the department shall conduct a 
criminal history record check in the same manner as required for handgun carry permit renewals. 
Upon discovery that a lifetime handgun carry permit holder no longer satisfies the requirements 
of this section, the department shall suspend or revoke the permit pursuant to § 39-17-1352. 
 
(4)  
 
(A)  If the lifetime handgun carry permit holder's permit is suspended or revoked, the permit 
holder shall deliver, in person or by mail, the permit to the department within thirty (30) days of 
the suspension or revocation. 
 
(B)  If the department does not receive the lifetime handgun carry permit holder's suspended or 
revoked permit within thirty (30) days of the suspension or revocation, the department shall send 
notice to the permit holder that: 
 
(i)  The permit holder has thirty (30) days from the date of the notice to deliver the permit, in 
person or by mail, to the department; and 
 
(ii)  If the permit holder fails to deliver the suspended or revoked permit to the department within 
thirty (30) days of the date of the notice, the department will suspend the permit holder's driver 
license. 
 
(C)  If the department does not receive the lifetime handgun carry permit holder's suspended or 
revoked permit within thirty (30) days of the date of the notice provided by the department, the 
department shall suspend the permit holder's driver license in the same manner as provided in § 
55-50-502. 
 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1359 (2015) 
Prohibition at certain meetings -- Posting notice  
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(a)  
 
(1)  Except as provided in § 39-17-1313, an individual, corporation, business entity or local, state 
or federal government entity or agent thereof is authorized to prohibit the possession of weapons 
by any person who is at a meeting conducted by, or on property owned, operated, or managed or 
under the control of the individual, corporation, business entity or government entity. 
 
(2)  The prohibition in subdivision (a)(1) shall apply to any person who is authorized to carry a 
firearm by authority of § 39-17-1351. 
 
(b)  
 
(1)  Notice of the prohibition permitted by subsection (a) shall be accomplished by displaying 
one (1) or both of the notices described in subdivision (b)(3) in prominent locations, including all 
entrances primarily used by persons entering the property, building, or portion of the property or 
building where weapon possession is prohibited. Either form of notice used shall be of a size that 
is plainly visible to the average person entering the building, property, or portion of the building 
or property, posted. 
 
(2)  The notice required by this section shall be in English, but a duplicate notice may also be 
posted in any language used by patrons, customers or persons who frequent the place where 
weapon possession is prohibited. 
 
(3) (A) If a sign is used as the method of posting, it shall contain language substantially similar 
to the following: 
 
AS AUTHORIZED BY T.C.A. § 39-17-1359, POSSESSION OF A WEAPON ON POSTED 
PROPERTY OR IN A POSTED BUILDING IS PROHIBITED AND IS A CRIMINAL 
OFFENSE. 
 
(B)  As used in this section, "language substantially similar to" means the sign contains language 
plainly stating that: 
 
(i)  The property is posted under authority of Tennessee law; 
 
(ii)  Weapons or firearms are prohibited on the property, in the building, or on the portion of the 
property or building that is posted; and 
 
(iii)  Possessing a weapon in an area that has been posted is a criminal offense. 
 
(C)  A building, property or a portion of a building or property, shall be considered properly 
posted in accordance with this section if one (1) or both of the following is displayed in 
prominent locations, including all entrances primarily used by persons entering the property, 
building, or portion of the property or building where weapon possession is prohibited: 
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(i)  The international circle and slash symbolizing the prohibition of the item within the circle; or 
 
(ii)  The posting sign described in this subdivision (b)(3). 
 
(c)  
 
(1)  It is an offense to possess a weapon in a building or on property that is properly posted in 
accordance with this section. 
 
(2)  Possession of a weapon on posted property in violation of this section is a Class B 
misdemeanor punishable by fine only of five hundred dollars ($500). 
 
(d)  Nothing in this section shall be construed to alter, reduce or eliminate any civil or criminal 
liability that a property owner or manager may have for injuries arising on their property. 
 
(e)  This section shall not apply to title 70 regarding wildlife laws, rules and regulations. 
 
(f)  This section shall not apply to the grounds of any public park, natural area, historic park, 
nature trail, campground, forest, greenway, waterway or other similar public place that is owned 
or operated by the state, a county, a municipality or instrumentality thereof. The carrying of 
firearms in those areas shall be governed by § 39-17-1311. 
 
Texas 
 
Tex. Penal Code Ann. § 30.06 (2016) 
Trespass by Holder of License to Carry Concealed Handgun 
 
(a)  A license holder commits an offense if the license holder: 
 
(1)  carries a concealed handgun under the authority of Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government 
Code, on property of another without effective consent; and 
 
(2)  received notice that entry on the property by a license holder with a concealed handgun was 
forbidden. 
 
(b)  For purposes of this section, a person receives notice if the owner of the property or someone 
with apparent authority to act for the owner provides notice to the person by oral or written 
communication. 
 
(c)  In this section: 
 
(1)  “Entry” has the meaning assigned by Section 30.05(b). 
 
(2)  “License holder” has the meaning assigned by Section 46.035(f). 
 
(3)  “Written communication” means: 
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(A)  a card or other document on which is written language identical to the following: “Pursuant 
to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with a concealed handgun), a person 
licensed under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not 
enter this property with a concealed handgun”; or 
 
(B)  a sign posted on the property that: 
 
(i)  includes the language described by Paragraph (A) in both English and Spanish; 
 
(ii)  appears in contrasting colors with block letters at least one inch in height; and 
 
(iii)  is displayed in a conspicuous manner clearly visible to the public. 
 
(d)  An offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed 
$200, except that the offense is a Class A misdemeanor if it is shown on the trial of the offense 
that, after entering the property, the license holder was personally given the notice by oral 
communication described by Subsection (b) and subsequently failed to depart. 
 
(e)  It is an exception to the application of this section that the property on which the license 
holder carries a handgun is owned or leased by a governmental entity and is not a premises or 
other place on which the license holder is prohibited from carrying the handgun under Section 
46.03 or 46.035. 
 
Tex. Penal Code Ann. § 42.01 (2015)  
Disorderly Conduct 
 
(a)  A person commits an offense if he intentionally or knowingly: 
 
(1)  uses abusive, indecent, profane, or vulgar language in a public place, and the language by its 
very utterance tends to incite an immediate breach of the peace; 
 
(2)  makes an offensive gesture or display in a public place, and the gesture or display tends to 
incite an immediate breach of the peace; 
 
(3)  creates, by chemical means, a noxious and unreasonable odor in a public place; 
 
(4)  abuses or threatens a person in a public place in an obviously offensive manner; 
 
(5)  makes unreasonable noise in a public place other than a sport shooting range, as defined by 
Section 250.001, Local Government Code, or in or near a private residence that he has no right to 
occupy; 
 
(6)  fights with another in a public place; 
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(7)  discharges a firearm in a public place other than a public road or a sport shooting range, as 
defined by Section 250.001, Local Government Code; 
 
(8)  displays a firearm or other deadly weapon in a public place in a manner calculated to alarm; 
 
(9)  discharges a firearm on or across a public road; 
 
(10)  exposes his anus or genitals in a public place and is reckless about whether another may be 
present who will be offended or alarmed by his act; or 
 
(11)  for a lewd or unlawful purpose: 
 
(A)  enters on the property of another and looks into a dwelling on the property through any 
window or other opening in the dwelling; 
 
(B)  while on the premises of a hotel or comparable establishment, looks into a guest room not 
the person’s own through a window or other opening in the room; or 
 
(C)  while on the premises of a public place, looks into an area such as a restroom or shower stall 
or changing or dressing room that is designed to provide privacy to a person using the area. 
 
(a-1)  For purposes of Subsection (a), the term “public place” includes a public school campus or 
the school grounds on which a public school is located. 
 
(b)  It is a defense to prosecution under Subsection (a)(4) that the actor had significant 
provocation for his abusive or threatening conduct. 
 
(c)  For purposes of this section: 
 
(1)  an act is deemed to occur in a public place or near a private residence if it produces its 
offensive or proscribed consequences in the public place or near a private residence; and 
 
(2)  a noise is presumed to be unreasonable if the noise exceeds a decibel level of 85 after the 
person making the noise receives notice from a magistrate or peace officer that the noise is a 
public nuisance. 
 
(d)  An offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor unless committed under Subsection 
(a)(7) or (a)(8), in which event it is a Class B misdemeanor. 
 
(e)  It is a defense to prosecution for an offense under Subsection (a)(7) or (9) that the person 
who discharged the firearm had a reasonable fear of bodily injury to the person or to another by a 
dangerous wild animal as defined by Section 822.101, Health and Safety Code. 
 
(f)  Subsections (a)(1), (2), (3), (5), and (6) do not apply to a person who, at the time the person 
engaged in conduct prohibited under the applicable subdivision, was a student younger than 12 
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years of age, and the prohibited conduct occurred at a public school campus during regular 
school hours. 
 
(g)  Noise arising from space flight activities, as defined by Section 100A.001, Civil Practice and 
Remedies Code, if lawfully conducted, does not constitute “unreasonable noise” for purposes of 
this section. 
 
Tex. Penal Code Ann. § 46.02 (2016) 
Unlawful Carrying Weapons 
  
(a)  A person commits an offense if the person intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly carries on 
or about his or her person a handgun, illegal knife, or club if the person is not: 
 
(1)  on the person’s own premises or premises under the person’s control; or 
 
(2)  inside of or directly en route to a motor vehicle or watercraft that is owned by the person or 
under the person’s control. 
 
(a-1)  A person commits an offense if the person intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly carries 
on or about his or her person a handgun in a motor vehicle or watercraft that is owned by the 
person or under the person’s control at any time in which: 
 
(1)  the handgun is in plain view, unless the person is licensed to carry a handgun under 
Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code, and the handgun is carried in a shoulder or belt 
holster; or 
 
(2)  the person is: 
 
(A)  engaged in criminal activity, other than a Class C misdemeanor that is a violation of a law or 
ordinance regulating traffic or boating; 
 
(B)  prohibited by law from possessing a firearm; or 
 
(C)  a member of a criminal street gang, as defined by Section 71.01. 
 
(a-2)  For purposes of this section, “premises” includes real property and a recreational vehicle 
that is being used as living quarters, regardless of whether that use is temporary or permanent. In 
this subsection, “recreational vehicle” means a motor vehicle primarily designed as temporary 
living quarters or a vehicle that contains temporary living quarters and is designed to be towed 
by a motor vehicle. The term includes a travel trailer, camping trailer, truck camper, motor home, 
and horse trailer with living quarters. 
 
(a-3)  For purposes of this section, “watercraft” means any boat, motorboat, vessel, or personal 
watercraft, other than a seaplane on water, used or capable of being used for transportation on 
water. 
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(b)  Except as provided by Subsection (c), an offense under this section is a Class A 
misdemeanor. 
 
(c)  An offense under this section is a felony of the third degree if the offense is committed on 
any premises licensed or issued a permit by this state for the sale of alcoholic beverages. 
 
Tex. Penal Code Ann. § 46.03 (effective August 1, 2016) 
Places Weapons Prohibited 
 
(a)  A person commits an offense if the person intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly possesses 
or goes with a firearm, illegal knife, club, or prohibited weapon listed in Section 46.05(a): 
 
(1)  on the physical premises of a school or educational institution, any grounds or building on 
which an activity sponsored by a school or educational institution is being conducted, or a 
passenger transportation vehicle of a school or educational institution, whether the school or 
educational institution is public or private, unless: 
 
(A)  pursuant to written regulations or written authorization of the institution; or 
 
(B)  the person possesses or goes with a concealed handgun that the person is licensed to carry 
under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code, and no other weapon to which this section 
applies, on the premises of an institution of higher education or private or independent institution 
of higher education, on any grounds or building on which an activity sponsored by the institution 
is being conducted, or in a passenger transportation vehicle of the institution; 
 
(2)  on the premises of a polling place on the day of an election or while early voting is in 
progress; 
 
(3)  on the premises of any government court or offices utilized by the court, unless pursuant to 
written regulations or written authorization of the court; 
 
(4)  on the premises of a racetrack; 
 
(5)  in or into a secured area of an airport; or 
 
(6)  within 1,000 feet of premises the location of which is designated by the Texas Department of  
Criminal Justice as a place of execution under Article 43.19, Code of Criminal Procedure, on a 
day that a sentence of death is set to be imposed on the designated premises and the person 
received notice that: 
 
(A)  going within 1,000 feet of the premises with a weapon listed under this subsection was 
prohibited; or 
 
(B)  possessing a weapon listed under this subsection within 1,000 feet of the premises was 
prohibited. 
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(b)  It is a defense to prosecution under Subsections (a)(1)—(4) that the actor possessed a firearm 
while in the actual discharge of his official duties as a member of the armed forces or national 
guard or a guard employed by a penal institution, or an officer of the court. 
 
(c)  In this section: 
 
(1)  “Institution of higher education” and “private or independent institution of higher education” 
have the meanings assigned by Section 61.003, Education Code. 
 
(2)  “Premises” has the meaning assigned by Section 46.035. 
 
(3)   “Secured area” means an area of an airport terminal building to which access is controlled 
by the inspection of persons and property under federal law. 
 
(d)  It is a defense to prosecution under Subsection (a)(5) that the actor possessed a firearm or 
club while traveling to or from the actor’s place of assignment or in the actual discharge of duties 
as: 
 
(1)  a member of the armed forces or national guard; 
 
(2)  a guard employed by a penal institution; or 
 
(3)  a security officer commissioned by the Texas Private Security Board if: 
 
(A)  the actor is wearing a distinctive uniform; and 
 
(B)  the firearm or club is in plain view; or 
 
(4)  a security officer who holds a personal protection authorization under Chapter 1702, 
Occupations Code, provided that the officer is either: 
 
(A)  wearing the uniform of a security officer, including any uniform or apparel described by 
Section 1702.323(d), Occupations Code, and carrying the officer’s firearm in plain view; or 
 
(B)  not wearing the uniform of a security officer and carrying the officer’s firearm in a 
concealed manner. 
 
(e)  It is a defense to prosecution under Subsection (a)(5) that the actor checked all firearms as 
baggage in accordance with federal or state law or regulations before entering a secured area. 
 
(e-1)  It is a defense to prosecution under Subsection (a)(5) that the actor: 
 
(1)  possessed, at the screening checkpoint for the secured area, a concealed handgun that the 
actor was licensed to carry under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code; and 
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(2)  exited the screening checkpoint for the secured area immediately upon completion of the 
required screening processes and notification that the actor possessed the handgun. 
 
(e-2)  A peace officer investigating conduct that may constitute an offense under Subsection 
(a)(5) and that consists only of an actor’s possession of a concealed handgun that the actor is 
licensed to carry under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code, may not arrest the actor 
for the offense unless: 
 
(1)  the officer advises the actor of the defense available under Subsection (e-1) and gives the 
actor an opportunity to exit the screening checkpoint for the secured area; and 
 
(2)  the actor does not immediately exit the checkpoint upon completion of the required 
screening processes. 
 
(f)  Except as provided by Subsection (e-1), it is not a defense to prosecution under this section 
that the actor possessed a handgun and was licensed to carry a handgun under Subchapter H, 
Chapter 411, Government Code. 
 
(g)  An offense under this section is a third degree felony. 
 
(h)  It is a defense to prosecution under Subsection (a)(4) that the actor possessed a firearm or 
club while traveling to or from the actor’s place of assignment or in the actual discharge of duties 
as a security officer commissioned by the Texas Board of Private Investigators and Private 
Security Agencies, if: 
 
(1)  the actor is wearing a distinctive uniform; and 
 
(2)  the firearm or club is in plain view. 
 
(i)  It is an exception to the application of Subsection (a)(6) that the actor possessed a firearm or 
club: 
 
(1)  while in a vehicle being driven on a public road; or 
 
(2)  at the actor’s residence or place of employment. 
 
Tex. Penal Code Ann. 46.035 (2016) 
Unlawful Carrying of Handgun by License Holder 
 
(a)  A license holder commits an offense if the license holder carries a handgun on or about the 
license holder’s person under the authority of Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code, 
and intentionally displays the handgun in plain view of another person in a public place. It is an 
exception to the application of this subsection that the handgun was partially or wholly visible 
but was carried in a shoulder or belt holster by the license holder. 
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(a-1)  Notwithstanding Subsection (a), a license holder commits an offense if the license holder 
carries a partially or wholly visible handgun, regardless of whether the handgun is holstered, on 
or about the license holder’s person under the authority of Subchapter H, Chapter 411, 
Government Code, and intentionally displays the handgun in plain view of another person: 
 
(1)  on the premises of an institution of higher education or private or independent institution of 
higher education; or 
 
(2)  on any public or private driveway, street, sidewalk or walkway, parking lot, parking garage, 
or other parking area of an institution of higher education or private or independent institution of 
higher education. 
 
(b)  A license holder commits an offense if the license holder intentionally, knowingly, or 
recklessly carries a handgun under the authority of Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government 
Code, regardless of whether the handgun is concealed or carried in a shoulder or belt holster, on 
or about the license holder’s person: 
 
(1)  on the premises of a business that has a permit or license issued under Chapter 25, 28, 32, 
69, or 74, Alcoholic Beverage Code, if the business derives 51 percent or more of its income 
from the sale or service of alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption, as determined by 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission under Section 104.06, Alcoholic Beverage Code; 
 
(2)  on the premises where a high school, collegiate, or professional sporting event or 
interscholastic event is taking place, unless the license holder is a participant in the event and a 
handgun is used in the event; 
 
(3)  on the premises of a correctional facility; 
 
(4)  on the premises of a hospital licensed under Chapter 241, Health and Safety Code, or on the 
premises of a nursing facility licensed under Chapter 242, Health and Safety Code, unless the 
license holder has written authorization of the hospital or nursing facility administration, as 
appropriate; 
 
(5)  in an amusement park; or 
 
(6)  on the premises of a church, synagogue, or other established place of religious worship. 
 
(c)  A license holder commits an offense if the license holder intentionally, knowingly, or 
recklessly carries a handgun under the authority of Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government 
Code, regardless of whether the handgun is concealed or carried in a shoulder or belt holster, at 
any meeting of a governmental entity. 
 
(d)  A license holder commits an offense if, while intoxicated, the license holder carries a 
handgun under the authority of Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code, regardless of 
whether the handgun is concealed or carried in a shoulder or belt holster. 
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(e)  A license holder who is licensed as a security officer under Chapter 1702, Occupations Code, 
and employed as a security officer commits an offense if, while in the course and scope of the 
security officer’s employment, the security officer violates a provision of Subchapter H, Chapter 
411, Government Code. 
 
(f)  In this section: 
 
(1)  “Amusement park” means a permanent indoor or outdoor facility or park where amusement 
rides are available for use by the public that is located in a county with a population of more than 
one million, encompasses at least 75 acres in surface area, is enclosed with access only through 
controlled entries, is open for operation more than 120 days in each calendar year, and has 
security guards on the premises at all times. The term does not include any public or private 
driveway, street, sidewalk or walkway, parking lot, parking garage, or other parking area. 
 
(2)  “License holder” means a person licensed to carry a handgun under Subchapter H, Chapter 
411, Government Code. 
 
(3)  “Premises” means a building or a portion of a building. The term does not include any public 
or private driveway, street, sidewalk or walkway, parking lot, parking garage, or other parking 
area. 
 
(1-a)  “Institution of higher education” and “private or independent institution of higher 
education” have the meanings assigned by Section 61.003, Education Code. 
 
(g)  An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor, unless the offense is committed 
under Subsection (b)(1) or (b)(3), in which event the offense is a felony of the third degree. 
 
(h)  It is a defense to prosecution under Subsection (a) or (a-1) that the actor, at the time of the 
commission of the offense, displayed the handgun under circumstances in which the actor would 
have been justified in the use of force or deadly force under Chapter 9. 
 
(h-1)  [2 Versions: As added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., ch. 1214] It is a defense to prosecution 
under Subsections (b) and (c) that the actor, at the time of the commission of the offense, was: 
 
(1)  an active judicial officer, as defined by Section 411.201, Government Code; or 
 
(2)  a bailiff designated by the active judicial officer and engaged in escorting the officer. 
 
(h-1)  [2 Versions: As added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., ch. 1222] It is a defense to prosecution 
under Subsections (b)(1), (2), and (4)—(6), and (c) that at the time of the commission of the 
offense, the actor was: 
 
(1)  a judge or justice of a federal court; 
 
(2)  an active judicial officer, as defined by Section 411.201, Government Code; or 
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(3)  a district attorney, assistant district attorney, criminal district attorney, assistant criminal 
district attorney, county attorney, or assistant county attorney. 
 
(i)  Subsections (b)(4), (b)(5), (b)(6), and (c) do not apply if the actor was not given effective 
notice under Section 30.06 or 30.07. 
 
(j)  Subsections (a), (a-1), and (b)(1) do not apply to a historical reenactment performed in 
compliance with the rules of the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission. 
 
(k)  It is a defense to prosecution under Subsection (b)(1) that the actor was not given effective 
notice under Section 411.204, Government Code. 
 
Tex. Penal Code Ann. § 46.05 (2015) 
Prohibited Weapons 
 
(a)  A person commits an offense if the person intentionally or knowingly possesses, 
manufactures, transports, repairs, or sells: 
 
(1)  an explosive weapon; 
 
(2)  a machine gun; 
 
(3)  a short-barrel firearm; 
 
(4)  a firearm silencer; 
 
(5)  knuckles; 
 
(6)  armor-piercing ammunition; 
 
(7)  a chemical dispensing device; 
 
(8)  a zip gun; or 
 
(9)  a tire deflation device. 
 
(b)  It is a defense to prosecution under this section that the actor’s conduct was incidental to the 
performance of official duty by the armed forces or national guard, a governmental law 
enforcement agency, or a correctional facility. 
 
(c)  It is a defense to prosecution under this section that the actor’s possession was pursuant to 
registration pursuant to the National Firearms Act, as amended. 
 
(d)  It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under this section that the actor’s conduct: 
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(1)  was incidental to dealing with a short-barrel firearm or tire deflation device solely as an 
antique or curio; 
 
(2)  was incidental to dealing with armor-piercing ammunition solely for the purpose of making 
the ammunition available to an organization, agency, or institution listed in Subsection (b); or 
 
(3)  was incidental to dealing with a tire deflation device solely for the purpose of making the 
device available to an organization, agency, or institution listed in Subsection (b). 
 
(e)  An offense under Subsection (a)(1), (2), (3), (4), (6), (7), or (8) is a felony of the third 
degree. An offense under Subsection (a)(9) is a state jail felony. An offense under Subsection 
(a)(5) is a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
(f)  It is a defense to prosecution under this section for the possession of a chemical dispensing 
device that the actor is a security officer and has received training on the use of the chemical 
dispensing device by a training program that is: 
 
(1)  provided by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement; or 
 
(2)  approved for the purposes described by this subsection by the Texas Private Security Board 
of the Department of Public Safety. 
 
(g)  In Subsection (f), “security officer” means a commissioned security officer as defined 
by Section 1702.002, Occupations Code, or a noncommissioned security officer registered 
under Section 1702.221, Occupations Code. 
 
Tex. Penal Code Ann. § 46.15 (2016) 
Nonapplicability 
 
(a)  Sections 46.02 and 46.03 do not apply to: 
 
(1)  peace officers or special investigators under Article 2.122, Code of Criminal Procedure, and 
neither section prohibits a peace officer or special investigator from carrying a weapon in this 
state, including in an establishment in this state serving the public, regardless of whether the 
peace officer or special investigator is engaged in the actual discharge of the officer’s or 
investigator’s duties while carrying the weapon; 
 
(2)  parole officers and neither section prohibits an officer from carrying a weapon in this state if 
the officer is: 
 
(A)  engaged in the actual discharge of the officer’s duties while carrying the weapon; and 
 
(B)  in compliance with policies and procedures adopted by the Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice regarding the possession of a weapon by an officer while on duty; 
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(3)  community supervision and corrections department officers appointed or employed under 
Section 76.004, Government Code, and neither section prohibits an officer from carrying a 
weapon in this state if the officer is: 
 
(A)  engaged in the actual discharge of the officer’s duties while carrying the weapon; and 
 
(B)  authorized to carry a weapon under Section 76.0051, Government Code; 
 
(4)  an active judicial officer as defined by Section 411.201, Government Code, who is licensed 
to carry a handgun under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code; 
 
(5)  an honorably retired peace officer, qualified retired law enforcement officer, federal criminal 
investigator, or former reserve law enforcement officer who holds a certificate of proficiency 
issued under Section 1701.357, Occupations Code, and is carrying a photo identification that is 
issued by a federal, state, or local law enforcement agency, as applicable, and that verifies that 
the officer is: 
 
(A)  an honorably retired peace officer; 
 
(B)  a qualified retired law enforcement officer; 
 
(C)  a federal criminal investigator; or 
 
(D)  a former reserve law enforcement officer who has served in that capacity not less than a 
total of 15 years with one or more state or local law enforcement agencies; 
 
(6)  a district attorney, criminal district attorney, county attorney, or municipal attorney who is 
licensed to carry a handgun under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code; 
 
(7)  an assistant district attorney, assistant criminal district attorney, or assistant county attorney 
who is licensed to carry a handgun under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code; 
(8)  a bailiff designated by an active judicial officer as defined by Section 411.201, Government 
Code, who is: 
 
(A)  licensed to carry a handgun under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code; and 
 
(B)  engaged in escorting the judicial officer; or 
 
(9)  a juvenile probation officer who is authorized to carry a firearm under Section 142.006, 
Human Resources Code. 
 
(b)  Section 46.02 does not apply to a person who: 
 
(1)  is in the actual discharge of official duties as a member of the armed forces or state military 
forces as defined by Section 437.001, Government Code, or as a guard employed by a penal 
institution; 
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(2)  is traveling; 
 
(3)  is engaging in lawful hunting, fishing, or other sporting activity on the immediate premises 
where the activity is conducted, or is en route between the premises and the actor’s residence, 
motor vehicle, or watercraft, if the weapon is a type commonly used in the activity; 
 
(4)  holds a security officer commission issued by the Texas Private Security Board, if the person 
is engaged in the performance of the person’s duties as an officer commissioned under Chapter 
1702, Occupations Code, or is traveling to or from the person’s place of assignment and is 
wearing the officer’s uniform and carrying the officer’s weapon in plain view; 
 
(5)  acts as a personal protection officer and carries the person’s security officer commission and 
personal protection officer authorization, if the person: 
 
(A)  is engaged in the performance of the person’s duties as a personal protection officer under 
Chapter 1702, Occupations Code, or is traveling to or from the person’s place of assignment; and 
 
(B)  is either: 
 
(i)  wearing the uniform of a security officer, including any uniform or apparel described by 
Section 1702.323(d), Occupations Code, and carrying the officer’s weapon in plain view; or 
 
(ii)  not wearing the uniform of a security officer and carrying the officer’s weapon in a 
concealed manner; 
 
(6)  is carrying: 
 
(A)  a license issued under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code, to carry a handgun; 
and 
 
(B)  a handgun: 
 
(i)  in a concealed manner; or 
 
(ii)  in a shoulder or belt holster; 
 
(7)  holds an alcoholic beverage permit or license or is an employee of a holder of an alcoholic 
beverage permit or license if the person is supervising the operation of the permitted or licensed 
premises; or 
 
(8)  is a student in a law enforcement class engaging in an activity required as part of the class, if 
the weapon is a type commonly used in the activity and the person is: 
 
(A)  on the immediate premises where the activity is conducted; or 
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(B)  en route between those premises and the person’s residence and is carrying the weapon 
unloaded. 
 
(c)  The provision of Section 46.02 prohibiting the carrying of a club does not apply to a 
noncommissioned security guard at an institution of higher education who carries a nightstick or 
similar club, and who has undergone 15 hours of training in the proper use of the club, including 
at least seven hours of training in the use of the club for nonviolent restraint. For the purposes of 
this subsection, “nonviolent restraint” means the use of reasonable force, not intended and not 
likely to inflict bodily injury. 
 
(d)  The provisions of Section 46.02 prohibiting the carrying of a firearm or carrying of a club do 
not apply to a public security officer employed by the adjutant general under Section 437.053, 
Government Code, in performance of official duties or while traveling to or from a place of duty. 
 
(e)  The provisions of Section 46.02 prohibiting the carrying of an illegal knife do not apply to an 
individual carrying a bowie knife or a sword used in a historical demonstration or in a ceremony 
in which the knife or sword is significant to the performance of the ceremony. 
 
(f)  Section 46.03(a)(6) does not apply to a person who possesses a firearm or club while in the 
actual discharge of official duties as: 
 
(1)  a member of the armed forces or state military forces, as defined by Section 437.001, 
Government Code; or 
 
(2)  an employee of a penal institution. 
 
(g)  The provisions of Sections 46.02 and 46.03 prohibiting the possession or carrying of a club 
do not apply to an animal control officer who holds a certificate issued under Section 829.006, 
Health and Safety Code, and who possesses or carries an instrument used specifically for 
deterring the bite of an animal while the officer is in the performance of official duties under the 
Health and Safety Code or is traveling to or from a place of duty. 
 
(h)  [Repealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., ch. 693 (H.B. 1815), § 3(1), effective September 1, 
2007.] 
 
(i)  [Repealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., ch. 693 (H.B. 1815), § 3(2), effective September 1, 
2007.] 
 
(j)  The provisions of Section 46.02 prohibiting the carrying of a handgun do not apply to an 
individual who carries a handgun as a participant in a historical reenactment performed in 
accordance with the rules of the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission. 
 
Tex. Gov't Code Ann. § 411.172 (2016) 
Eligibility 
 
(a)  A person is eligible for a license to carry a handgun if the person: 
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(1)  is a legal resident of this state for the six-month period preceding the date of application 
under this subchapter or is otherwise eligible for a license under Section 411.173(a); 
 
(2)  is at least 21 years of age; 
 
(3)  has not been convicted of a felony; 
 
(4)  is not charged with the commission of a Class A or Class B misdemeanor or equivalent 
offense, or of an offense under Section 42.01, Penal Code, or equivalent offense, or of a felony 
under an information or indictment; 
 
(5)  is not a fugitive from justice for a felony or a Class A or Class B misdemeanor or equivalent 
offense; 
 
(6)  is not a chemically dependent person; 
 
(7)  is not incapable of exercising sound judgment with respect to the proper use and storage of a 
handgun; 
 
(8)  has not, in the five years preceding the date of application, been convicted of a Class A or 
Class B misdemeanor or equivalent offense or of an offense under Section 42.01, Penal Code, or 
equivalent offense; 
 
(9)  is fully qualified under applicable federal and state law to purchase a handgun; 
 
(10)  has not been finally determined to be delinquent in making a child support payment 
administered or collected by the attorney general; 
 
(11)  has not been finally determined to be delinquent in the payment of a tax or other money 
collected by the comptroller, the tax collector of a political subdivision of the state, or any 
agency or subdivision of the state; 
 
(12)  is not currently restricted under a court protective order or subject to a restraining order 
affecting the spousal relationship, other than a restraining order solely affecting property 
interests; 
 
(13)  has not, in the 10 years preceding the date of application, been adjudicated as having 
engaged in delinquent conduct violating a penal law of the grade of felony; and 
 
(14)  has not made any material misrepresentation, or failed to disclose any material fact, in an 
application submitted pursuant to Section 411.174. 
 
(b)  For the purposes of this section, an offense under the laws of this state, another state, or the 
United States is: 
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(1)  except as provided by Subsection (b-1), a felony if the offense, at the time the offense is 
committed: 
 
(A)  is designated by a law of this state as a felony; 
 
(B)  contains all the elements of an offense designated by a law of this state as a felony; or 
 
(C)  is punishable by confinement for one year or more in a penitentiary; and 
 
(2)  a Class A misdemeanor if the offense is not a felony and confinement in a jail other than a 
state jail felony facility is affixed as a possible punishment. 
 
(b-1)  An offense is not considered a felony for purposes of Subsection (b) if, at the time of a 
person’s application for a license to carry a handgun, the offense: 
 
(1)  is not designated by a law of this state as a felony; and 
 
(2)  does not contain all the elements of any offense designated by a law of this state as a felony. 
 
(c)  An individual who has been convicted two times within the 10-year period preceding the 
date on which the person applies for a license of an offense of the grade of Class B misdemeanor 
or greater that involves the use of alcohol or a controlled substance as a statutory element of the 
offense is a chemically dependent person for purposes of this section and is not qualified to 
receive a license under this subchapter. This subsection does not preclude the disqualification of 
an individual for being a chemically dependent person if other evidence exists to show that the 
person is a chemically dependent person. 
 
(d)  For purposes of Subsection (a)(7), a person is incapable of exercising sound judgment with 
respect to the proper use and storage of a handgun if the person: 
 
(1)  has been diagnosed by a licensed physician as suffering from a psychiatric disorder or 
condition that causes or is likely to cause substantial impairment in judgment, mood, perception, 
impulse control, or intellectual ability; 
 
(2)  suffers from a psychiatric disorder or condition described by Subdivision (1) that: 
 
(A)  is in remission but is reasonably likely to redevelop at a future time; or 
 
(B)  requires continuous medical treatment to avoid redevelopment; 
 
(3)  has been diagnosed by a licensed physician, determined by a review board or similar 
authority, or declared by a court to be incompetent to manage the person’s own affairs; or 
 
(4)  has entered in a criminal proceeding a plea of not guilty by reason of insanity. 
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(e)  The following constitutes evidence that a person has a psychiatric disorder or condition 
described by Subsection (d)(1): 
 
(1)  involuntary psychiatric hospitalization; 
 
(2)  psychiatric hospitalization; 
 
(3)  inpatient or residential substance abuse treatment in the preceding five-year period; 
 
(4)  diagnosis in the preceding five-year period by a licensed physician that the person is 
dependent on alcohol, a controlled substance, or a similar substance; or 
 
(5)  diagnosis at any time by a licensed physician that the person suffers or has suffered from a 
psychiatric disorder or condition consisting of or relating to: 
 
(A)  schizophrenia or delusional disorder; 
 
(B)  bipolar disorder; 
 
(C)  chronic dementia, whether caused by illness, brain defect, or brain injury; 
 
(D)  dissociative identity disorder; 
 
(E)  intermittent explosive disorder; or 
 
(F)  antisocial personality disorder. 
 
(f)  Notwithstanding Subsection (d), a person who has previously been diagnosed as suffering 
from a psychiatric disorder or condition described by Subsection (d) or listed in Subsection (e) is 
not because of that disorder or condition incapable of exercising sound judgment with respect to 
the proper use and storage of a handgun if the person provides the department with a certificate 
from a licensed physician whose primary practice is in the field of psychiatry stating that the 
psychiatric disorder or condition is in remission and is not reasonably likely to develop at a 
future time. 
 
(g)  Notwithstanding Subsection (a)(2), a person who is at least 18 years of age but not yet 21 
years of age is eligible for a license to carry a handgun if the person: 
 
(1)  is a member or veteran of the United States armed forces, including a member or veteran of 
the reserves or national guard; 
 
(2)  was discharged under honorable conditions, if discharged from the United States armed 
forces, reserves, or national guard; and 
 
(3)  meets the other eligibility requirements of Subsection (a) except for the minimum age 
required by federal law to purchase a handgun. 
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(h)  The issuance of a license to carry a handgun to a person eligible under Subsection (g) does 
not affect the person’s ability to purchase a handgun or ammunition under federal law. 
 
Tex. Gov't Code Ann. § 411.173 (2016) 
Nonresident License 
 
(a)  The department by rule shall establish a procedure for a person who meets the eligibility 
requirements of this subchapter other than the residency requirement established by Section 
411.172(a) (1) to obtain a license under this subchapter if the person is a legal resident of another 
state or if the person relocates to this state with the intent to establish residency in this state. The 
procedure must include payment of a fee in an amount sufficient to recover the average cost to 
the department of obtaining a criminal history record check and investigation on a nonresident 
applicant. A license issued in accordance with the procedure established under this subsection: 
 
(1)  remains in effect until the license expires under Section 411.183; and 
 
(2)  may be renewed under Section 411.185. 
 
(a-1)  [Repealed by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., ch. 915 (H.B. 225), § 4, effective September 1, 2005.] 
 
(b)  The governor shall negotiate an agreement with any other state that provides for the issuance 
of a license to carry a handgun under which a license issued by the other state is recognized in 
this state or shall issue a proclamation that a license issued by the other state is recognized in this 
state if the attorney general of the State of Texas determines that a background check of each 
applicant for a license issued by that state is initiated by state or local authorities or an agent of 
the state or local authorities before the license is issued. For purposes of this subsection, 
“background check” means a search of the National Crime Information Center database and the 
Interstate Identification Index maintained by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
 
(c)  The attorney general of the State of Texas shall annually: 
 
(1)  submit a report to the governor, lieutenant governor, and speaker of the house of 
representatives listing the states the attorney general has determined qualify for recognition 
under Subsection (b); and 
 
(2)  review the statutes of states that the attorney general has determined do not qualify for 
recognition under Subsection (b) to determine the changes to their statutes that are necessary to 
qualify for recognition under that subsection. 
 
(d)  The attorney general of the State of Texas shall submit the report required by Subsection 
(c)(1) not later than January 1 of each calendar year. 
 
Tex. Gov't Code Ann. § 411.209 (2015) 
Wrongful Exclusion of Concealed Handgun License Holder 
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(a)  A state agency or a political subdivision of the state may not provide notice by a 
communication described by Section 30.06, Penal Code, or by any sign expressly referring to 
that law or to a concealed handgun license, that a license holder carrying a handgun under the 
authority of this subchapter is prohibited from entering or remaining on a premises or other place 
owned or leased by the governmental entity unless license holders are prohibited from carrying a 
handgun on the premises or other place by Section 46.03 or 46.035, Penal Code. 
 
(b)  A state agency or a political subdivision of the state that violates Subsection (a) is liable for a 
civil penalty of: 
 
(1)  not less than $1,000 and not more than $1,500 for the first violation; and 
 
(2)  not less than $10,000 and not more than $10,500 for the second or a subsequent violation. 
 
(c)  Each day of a continuing violation of Subsection (a) constitutes a separate violation. 
 
(d)  A citizen of this state or a person licensed to carry a concealed handgun under this 
subchapter may file a complaint with the attorney general that a state agency or political 
subdivision is in violation of Subsection (a) if the citizen or person provides the agency or 
subdivision a written notice that describes the violation and specific location of the sign found to 
be in violation and the agency or subdivision does not cure the violation before the end of the 
third business day after the date of receiving the written notice. A complaint filed under this 
subsection must include evidence of the violation and a copy of the written notice. 
 
(e)  A civil penalty collected by the attorney general under this section shall be deposited to the 
credit of the compensation to victims of crime fund established under Subchapter B, Chapter 56, 
Code of Criminal Procedure. 
 
(f)  Before a suit may be brought against a state agency or a political subdivision of the state for a 
violation of Subsection (a), the attorney general must investigate the complaint to determine 
whether legal action is warranted. If legal action is warranted, the attorney general must give the 
chief administrative officer of the agency or political subdivision charged with the violation a 
written notice that: 
 
(1)  describes the violation and specific location of the sign found to be in violation; 
 
(2)  states the amount of the proposed penalty for the violation; and 
 
(3)  gives the agency or political subdivision 15 days from receipt of the notice to remove the 
sign and cure the violation to avoid the penalty, unless the agency or political subdivision was 
found liable by a court for previously violating Subsection (a). 
 
(g)  If the attorney general determines that legal action is warranted and that the state agency or 
political subdivision has not cured the violation within the 15-day period provided by Subsection 
(f)(3), the attorney general or the appropriate county or district attorney may sue to collect the 
civil penalty provided by Subsection (b). The attorney general may also file a petition for a writ 
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of mandamus or apply for other appropriate equitable relief. A suit or petition under this 
subsection may be filed in a district court in Travis County or in a county in which the principal 
office of the state agency or political subdivision is located. The attorney general may recover 
reasonable expenses incurred in obtaining relief under this subsection, including court costs, 
reasonable attorney’s fees, investigative costs, witness fees, and deposition costs. 
 
(h)  Sovereign immunity to suit is waived and abolished to the extent of liability created by this 
section. 
 
Utah 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 6-10-504 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Carrying concealed firearm – Penalties 
  
(1)  Except as provided in Section 76-10-503 and in Subsections (2), (3), and (4), a person who 
carries a concealed firearm, as defined in Section 76-10-501, including an unloaded firearm on 
his or her person or one that is readily accessible for immediate use which is not securely 
encased, as defined in this part, in or on a place other than the person’s residence, property, a 
vehicle in the person’s lawful possession, or a vehicle, with the consent of the individual who is 
lawfully in possession of the vehicle, or business under the person’s control is guilty of a class B 
misdemeanor. 
 
(2)  A person who carries a concealed firearm that is a loaded firearm in violation of Subsection 
(1) is guilty of a class A misdemeanor. 
 
(3)  A person who carries concealed an unlawfully possessed short barreled shotgun or a short 
barreled rifle is guilty of a second degree felony. 
 
(4)  If the concealed firearm is used in the commission of a violent felony as defined in Section 
76-3-203.5, and the person is a party to the offense, the person is guilty of a second degree 
felony. 
 
(5)  Nothing in Subsection (1) or (2) prohibits a person engaged in the lawful taking of protected 
or unprotected wildlife as defined in Title 23, Wildlife Resources Code of Utah, from carrying a 
concealed firearm as long as the taking of wildlife does not occur: 
 
(a)  within the limits of a municipality in violation of that municipality’s ordinances; or 
 
(b)  upon the highways of the state as defined in Section 41-6a-102. 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 53-5-704 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Bureau duties -- Permit to carry concealed firearm -- Certification for concealed firearms 
instructor -- Requirements for issuance -- Violation -- Denial, suspension, or revocation -- 
Appeal procedure 
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(1) (a) The bureau shall issue a permit to carry a concealed firearm for lawful self 
defense to an applicant who is 21 years of age or older within 60 days after receiving an 
application, unless the bureau finds proof that the applicant does not meet the qualifications set 
forth in Subsection (2). 
(b) The permit is valid throughout the state for five years, without restriction, except as 
otherwise provided by Section 53-5-710. 
(c) The provisions of Subsections 76-10-504(1) and (2), and Section 76-10-505 do not apply 
to a person issued a permit under Subsection (1)(a). 
(d) Subsection (4)(a) does not apply to a nonresident:  
 
(i) active duty service member, who present to the bureau orders requiring the active duty 
service member to report for duty in this state; or 
 
(ii) an active duty service member's spouse, stationed with the active duty service member, 
who presents to the bureau the active duty service member's orders requiring the service member 
to report for duty in this state. 
 
(2) (a) The bureau may deny, suspend, or revoke a concealed firearm permit if the 
applicant or permit holder:  
 
(i) has been or is convicted of a felony; 
 
(ii) has been or is convicted of a crime of violence; 
 
(iii) has been or is convicted of an offense involving the use of alcohol; 
 
(iv) has been or is convicted of an offense involving the unlawful use of narcotics or other 
controlled substances; 
 
(v) has been or is convicted of an offense involving moral turpitude; 
 
(vi) has been or is convicted of an offense involving domestic violence; 
 
(vii) has been or is adjudicated by a state or federal court as mentally incompetent, unless the 
adjudication has been withdrawn or reversed; and 
 
(viii) is not qualified to purchase and possess a firearm pursuant to Section 76-10-503 and 
federal law. 
 
(b) In determining whether an applicant or permit holder meets the qualifications set forth in 
Subsection (2)(a), the bureau shall consider mitigating circumstances. 
(3) (a) The bureau may deny, suspend, or revoke a concealed firearm permit if it has 
reasonable cause to believe that the applicant or permit holder has been or is a danger to self or 
others as demonstrated by evidence, including:  
(i) past pattern of behavior involving unlawful violence or threats of unlawful violence; 
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(ii) past participation in incidents involving unlawful violence or threats of unlawful 
violence; or 
 
(iii) conviction of an offense in violation of Title 76, Chapter 10, Part 5, Weapons. 
(b) The bureau may not deny, suspend, or revoke a concealed firearm permit solely for a 
single conviction of an infraction violation of Title 76, Chapter 10, Part 5, Weapons. 
(c) In determining whether the applicant or permit holder has been or is a danger to self or 
others, the bureau may inspect:  
 
(i) expunged records of arrests and convictions of adults as provided in Section 77-40-109; 
and 
(ii) juvenile court records as provided in Section 78A-6-209. 
(4) (a) In addition to meeting the other qualifications for the issuance of a concealed 
firearm permit under this section, a nonresident applicant who resides in a state that recognizes 
the validity of the Utah permit or has reciprocity with Utah's concealed firearm permit law shall:  
 
(i) hold a current concealed firearm or concealed weapon permit issued by the appropriate 
permitting authority of the nonresident applicant's state of residency; and 
 
(ii) submit a photocopy or electronic copy of the nonresident applicant's current concealed 
firearm or concealed weapon permit referred to in Subsection (4)(a)(i). 
(b) A nonresident applicant who knowingly and willfully provides false information to the 
bureau under Subsection (4)(a) is prohibited from holding a Utah concealed firearm permit for a 
period of 10 years. 
 
(c) Subsection (4)(a) applies to all applications for the issuance of a concealed firearm permit 
that are received by the bureau after May 10, 2011. 
 
(d) Beginning January 1, 2012, Subsection (4)(a) also applies to an application for renewal of 
a concealed firearm permit by a nonresident. 
 
(5) The bureau shall issue a concealed firearm permit to a former peace officer who departs 
full-time employment as a peace officer, in an honorable manner, within five years of that 
departure if the officer meets the requirements of this section. 
 
(6) Except as provided in Subsection (7), the bureau shall also require the applicant to 
provide:  
 
(a) the address of the applicant's permanent residence; 
 
(b) one recent dated photograph; 
 
(c) one set of fingerprints; and 
 
(d) evidence of general familiarity with the types of firearms to be concealed as defined in 
Subsection (8). 
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(7) An applicant who is a law enforcement officer under Section 53-13-103 may provide a 
letter of good standing from the officer's commanding officer in place of the evidence required 
by Subsection (6)(d). 
(8) (a) General familiarity with the types of firearms to be concealed includes training in:  
 
(i) the safe loading, unloading, storage, and carrying of the types of firearms to be 
concealed; and 
 
(ii) current laws defining lawful use of a firearm by a private citizen, including lawful self-
defense, use of force by a private citizen, including use of deadly force, transportation, and 
concealment. 
 
(b) An applicant may satisfy the general familiarity requirement of Subsection (8)(a) by one 
of the following:  
 
(i) completion of a course of instruction conducted by a national, state, or local firearms 
training organization approved by the bureau; 
 
(ii) certification of general familiarity by a person who has been certified by the bureau, 
which may include a law enforcement officer, military or civilian firearms instructor, or hunter 
safety instructor; or 
 
(iii) equivalent experience with a firearm through participation in an organized shooting 
competition, law enforcement, or military service. 
 
(c) Instruction taken by a student under Subsection (8) shall be in person and not through 
electronic means. 
 
(9) (a) An applicant for certification as a Utah concealed firearms instructor shall:  
 
(i) be at least 21 years of age; 
 
(ii) be currently eligible to possess a firearm under Section 76-10-503; 
(iii) have:  
 
(A) completed a firearm instruction training course from the National Rifle Association or the 
Department of Public Safety, Division of Peace Officer Safety Standards and Training; or 
 
(B) received training equivalent to one of the courses referred to in Subsection (9)(a)(iii)(A) 
as determined by the bureau; 
(iv) have taken a course of instruction and passed a certification test as described in 
Subsection (9)(c); and 
(v) possess a Utah concealed firearm permit. 
 
(b) An instructor's certification is valid for three years from the date of issuance, unless 
revoked by the bureau. 
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(c) (i) In order to obtain initial certification or renew a certification, an instructor shall 
attend an instructional course and pass a test under the direction of the bureau. 
 
(ii) (A) The bureau shall provide or contract to provide the course referred to in 
Subsection (9)(c)(i) twice every year. 
 
(B) The course shall include instruction on current Utah law related to firearms, including 
concealed carry statutes and rules, and the use of deadly force by private citizens. 
 
(d) (i) Each applicant for certification under this Subsection (9) shall pay a fee of $50.00 
at the time of application for initial certification. 
 
(ii) The renewal fee for the certificate is $25. 
 
(iii) The bureau may use a fee paid under Subsections (9)(d)(i) and (ii) as a dedicated credit to 
cover the cost incurred in maintaining and improving the instruction program required for 
concealed firearm instructors under this Subsection (9). 
(10) A certified concealed firearms instructor shall provide each of the instructor's students 
with the required course of instruction outline approved by the bureau. 
 
(11) (a) (i) A concealed firearms instructor shall provide a signed certificate to a 
person successfully completing the offered course of instruction. 
 
(ii) The instructor shall sign the certificate with the exact name indicated on the instructor's 
certification issued by the bureau under Subsection (9). 
(iii) (A) The certificate shall also have affixed to it the instructor's official seal, which is 
the exclusive property of the instructor and may not be used by any other person. 
 
(B) The instructor shall destroy the seal upon revocation or expiration of the instructor's 
certification under Subsection (9). 
(C) The bureau shall determine the design and content of the seal to include at least the 
following:  
 
(I) the instructor's name as it appears on the instructor's certification; 
 
(II) the words "Utah Certified Concealed Firearms Instructor," "state of Utah," and "my 
certification expires on (the instructor's certification expiration date)"; and 
 
(III) the instructor's business or residence address. 
 
(D) The seal shall be affixed to each student certificate issued by the instructor in a manner 
that does not obscure or render illegible any information or signatures contained in the 
document. 
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(b) The applicant shall provide the certificate to the bureau in compliance with Subsection 
(6)(d). 
(12) The bureau may deny, suspend, or revoke the certification of an applicant or a concealed 
firearms instructor if it has reason to believe the applicant or the instructor has:  
 
(a) become ineligible to possess a firearm under Section 76-10-503 or federal law; or 
(b) knowingly and willfully provided false information to the bureau. 
 
(13) An applicant for certification or a concealed firearms instructor has the same appeal 
rights as set forth in Subsection (16). 
(14) In providing instruction and issuing a permit under this part, the concealed firearms 
instructor and the bureau are not vicariously liable for damages caused by the permit holder. 
 
(15) An individual who knowingly and willfully provides false information on an application 
filed under this part is guilty of a class B misdemeanor, and the application may be denied, or the 
permit may be suspended or revoked. 
 
(16) (a) In the event of a denial, suspension, or revocation of a permit, the applicant or 
permit holder may file a petition for review with the board within 60 days from the date the 
denial, suspension, or revocation is received by the applicant or permit holder by certified mail, 
return receipt requested. 
 
(b) The bureau's denial of a permit shall be in writing and shall include the general reasons 
for the action. 
 
(c) If an applicant or permit holder appeals the denial to the review board, the applicant or 
permit holder may have access to the evidence upon which the denial is based in accordance with 
Title 63G, Chapter 2, Government Records Access and Management Act. 
(d) On appeal to the board, the bureau has the burden of proof by a preponderance of the 
evidence. 
 
(e) (i) Upon a ruling by the board on the appeal of a denial, the board shall issue a final 
order within 30 days stating the board's decision. 
 
(ii) The final order shall be in the form prescribed by Subsection 63G-4-203(1)(i). 
(iii) The final order is final bureau action for purposes of judicial review under Section 63G-
4-402. 
(17) The commissioner may make rules in accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah 
Administrative Rulemaking Act, necessary to administer this chapter. 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 53-5-705 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Temporary permit to carry concealed firearm -- Denial, suspension, or revocation – Appeal 
  
(1) The bureau or its designated agent may issue a temporary permit to carry a concealed 
firearm to a person who:  
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(a) has applied for a permit under Section 53-5-704; 
(b) has applied for a temporary permit under this section; and 
 
(c) meets the criteria required in Subsections (2) and (3). 
(2) To receive a temporary permit under this section, the applicant shall demonstrate in 
writing to the satisfaction of the bureau extenuating circumstances that would justify issuing a 
temporary permit. 
 
(3) A temporary permit may not be issued under this section until preliminary record checks 
regarding the applicant have been made with the National Crime Information Center and the 
bureau to determine any criminal history. 
 
(4) (a) A temporary permit is valid only for a maximum of 90 days or any lesser period 
specified by the bureau, or until a permit under Section 53-5-704 is issued to the holder of the 
temporary permit, whichever period is shorter. 
 
(b) The provisions of Subsections 76-10-504(1) and (2) and Section 76-10-505 do not apply 
to a person issued a temporary permit under this section during the time period for which the 
temporary permit is valid. 
 
(5) The bureau may deny, suspend, or revoke a temporary permit prior to expiration if the 
commissioner determines:  
 
(a) the circumstances justifying the temporary permit no longer exist; or 
 
(b) the holder of the temporary permit does not meet the requirements for a permit under 
Section 53-5-704. 
(6) (a) The denial, suspension, or revocation of a temporary permit shall be in writing 
and shall include the reasons for the action. 
 
(b) The bureau's decision to deny, suspend, or revoke a temporary permit may not be 
appealed to the board. 
 
(c) Denial, suspension, or revocation under this subsection is final action for purposes of 
judicial review under Section 63G-4-402. 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 53-5-707 (Lexis Nexis 2015)  
Concealed firearm permit -- Fees -- Concealed Weapons Account 
 
(1)   
 
(a)  An applicant for a concealed firearm permit shall pay a fee of $24.75 at the time of filing an 
application. 
 
(b)  A nonresident applicant shall pay an additional $10 for the additional cost of processing a 
nonresident application. 
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(c)  The bureau shall waive the initial fee for an applicant who is a law enforcement officer under 
Section 53-13-103. 
 
(d)  Concealed firearm permit renewal fees for active duty service members and the spouse of an 
active duty service member shall be waived. 
 
(2)  The renewal fee for the permit is $15. 
 
(3)  The replacement fee for the permit is $10. 
 
(4)   
 
(a)  The late fee for the renewal permit is $7.50. 
 
(b)  As used in this section, “late fee” means the fee charged by the bureau for a renewal 
submitted on a permit that has been expired for more than 30 days but less than one year. 
 
(5)   
 
(a)  There is created a restricted account within the General Fund known as the “Concealed 
Weapons Account.” 
 
(b)  The account shall be funded from fees collected under this section. 
 
(c)  Funds in the account shall be used to cover costs relating to the issuance of concealed 
firearm permits under this part and may not be used for any other purpose. 
 
(6)   
 
(a)  The bureau may collect any fees charged by an outside agency for additional services 
required by statute as a prerequisite for issuance of a permit. 
 
(b)  The bureau may modify the fee under Subsection (1)(a) by adjusting that fee so that the total 
of the fee under Subsection (1)(a) and the fee under Subsection (6)(a) is the nearest even dollar 
amount to that total. 
 
(c)  The bureau shall promptly forward any fees collected under Subsection (6)(a) to the 
appropriate agency. 
 
(7)  The bureau shall make an annual report in writing to the Legislature’s Law Enforcement and 
Criminal Justice Interim Committee on the amount and use of the fees collected under this 
section. 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 53-5-710 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Cross-references to concealed firearm permit restrictions 
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A person with a permit to carry a concealed firearm may not carry a concealed firearm in the 
following locations:  
  
(1) any secure area prescribed in Section 76-10-523.5 in which firearms are prohibited and 
notice of the prohibition posted; 
 
(2) in any airport secure area as provided in Section 76-10-529; or 
(3) in any house of worship or in any private residence where dangerous weapons are 
prohibited as provided in Section 76-10-530. 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 53-5a-102 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Uniform firearm laws 
 
(1)  The individual right to keep and bear arms being a constitutionally protected right under 
Article I, Section 6 of the Utah Constitution, the Legislature finds the need to provide uniform 
civil and criminal firearm laws throughout the state. 
 
(2)  Except as specifically provided by state law, a local authority or state entity may not: 
 
(a)  prohibit an individual from owning, possessing, purchasing, selling, transferring, 
transporting, or keeping a firearm at the individual’s place of residence, property, business, or in 
any vehicle lawfully in the individual’s possession or lawfully under the individual’s control; or 
 
(b)  require an individual to have a permit or license to purchase, own, possess, transport, or keep 
a firearm. 
 
(3)  In conjunction with Title 76, Chapter 10, Part 5, Weapons, this section is uniformly 
applicable throughout this state and in all its political subdivisions and municipalities. 
 
(4)  All authority to regulate firearms is reserved to the state except where the Legislature 
specifically delegates responsibility to local authorities or state entities. 
 
(5)  Unless specifically authorized by the Legislature by statute, a local authority or state entity 
may not enact, establish, or enforce any ordinance, regulation, rule, or policy pertaining to 
firearms that in any way inhibits or restricts the possession or use of firearms on either public or 
private property. 
 
(6)  As used in this section: 
 
(a)  “firearm” has the same meaning as defined in Section 76-10-501; and 
 
(b)  “local authority or state entity” includes public school districts, public schools, and state 
institutions of higher education. 
 
(7)  Nothing in this section restricts or expands private property rights. 
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Utah Code Ann. § 76-10-500 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Uniform law 
  
(1) The individual right to keep and bear arms being a constitutionally protected right, the 
Legislature finds the need to provide uniform laws throughout the state. Except as specifically 
provided by state law, a citizen of the United States or a lawfully admitted alien shall not be:  
 
(a) prohibited from owning, possessing, purchasing, selling, transferring, transporting, or 
keeping any firearm at his place of residence, property, business, or in any vehicle lawfully in his 
possession or lawfully under his control; or 
 
(b) required to have a permit or license to purchase, own, possess, transport, or keep a 
firearm. 
 
(2) This part is uniformly applicable throughout this state and in all its political subdivisions 
and municipalities. All authority to regulate firearms shall be reserved to the state except where 
the Legislature specifically delegates responsibility to local authorities or state entities. Unless 
specifically authorized by the Legislature by statute, a local authority or state entity may not 
enact or enforce any ordinance, regulation, or rule pertaining to firearms. 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 76-10-503 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Restrictions on possession, purchase, transfer, and ownership of dangerous weapons by 
certain persons – Exceptions 
  
(1)  For purposes of this section: 
 
(a)  A Category I restricted person is a person who: 
 
(i)  has been convicted of any violent felony as defined in Section 76-3-203.5; 
 
(ii)  is on probation or parole for any felony; 
 
(iii)  is on parole from a secure facility as defined in Section 62A-7-101; 
 
(iv)  within the last 10 years has been adjudicated delinquent for an offense which if committed 
by an adult would have been a violent felony as defined in Section 76-3-203.5; 
 
(v)  is an alien who is illegally or unlawfully in the United States; or 
 
(vi)  is on probation for a conviction of possessing: 
 
(A)  a substance classified in Section 58-37-4 as a Schedule I or II controlled substance; 
 
(B)  a controlled substance analog; or 
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(C)  a substance listed in Section 58-37-4.2. 
 
(b)  A Category II restricted person is a person who: 
 
(i)  has been convicted of any felony; 
 
(ii)  within the last seven years has been adjudicated delinquent for an offense which if 
committed by an adult would have been a felony; 
 
(iii)  is an unlawful user of a controlled substance as defined in Section 58-37-2; 
 
(iv)  is in possession of a dangerous weapon and is knowingly and intentionally in unlawful 
possession of a Schedule I or II controlled substance as defined in Section 58-37-2; 
 
(v)  has been found not guilty by reason of insanity for a felony offense; 
 
(vi)  has been found mentally incompetent to stand trial for a felony offense; 
 
(vii)  has been adjudicated as mentally defective as provided in the Brady Handgun Violence 
Prevention Act, Pub. L. No. 103-159, 107 Stat. 1536 (1993), or has been committed to a mental 
institution; 
 
(viii)  has been dishonorably discharged from the armed forces; or 
 
(ix)  has renounced his citizenship after having been a citizen of the United States. 
 
(c)  As used in this section, a conviction of a felony or adjudication of delinquency for an offense 
which would be a felony if committed by an adult does not include: 
 
(i)  a conviction or adjudication of delinquency for an offense pertaining to antitrust violations, 
unfair trade practices, restraint of trade, or other similar offenses relating to the regulation of 
business practices not involving theft or fraud; or 
 
(ii)  a conviction or adjudication of delinquency which, according to the law of the jurisdiction in 
which it occurred, has been expunged, set aside, reduced to a misdemeanor by court order, 
pardoned or regarding which the person’s civil rights have been restored unless the pardon, 
reduction, expungement, or restoration of civil rights expressly provides that the person may not 
ship, transport, possess, or receive firearms. 
 
(d)  It is the burden of the defendant in a criminal case to provide evidence that a conviction or 
adjudication of delinquency is subject to an exception provided in Subsection (1)(c), after which 
it is the burden of the state to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the conviction or 
adjudication of delinquency is not subject to that exception. 
 
(2)  A Category I restricted person who intentionally or knowingly agrees, consents, offers, or 
arranges to purchase, transfer, possess, use, or have under the person’s custody or control, or 
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who intentionally or knowingly purchases, transfers, possesses, uses, or has under the person’s 
custody or control: 
 
(a)  any firearm is guilty of a second degree felony; or 
 
(b)  any dangerous weapon other than a firearm is guilty of a third degree felony. 
 
(3)  A Category II restricted person who intentionally or knowingly purchases, transfers, 
possesses, uses, or has under the person’s custody or control: 
 
(a)  any firearm is guilty of a third degree felony; or 
 
(b)  any dangerous weapon other than a firearm is guilty of a class A misdemeanor. 
 
(4)  A person may be subject to the restrictions of both categories at the same time. 
 
(5)  If a higher penalty than is prescribed in this section is provided in another section for one 
who purchases, transfers, possesses, uses, or has under this custody or control any dangerous 
weapon, the penalties of that section control. 
 
(6)  It is an affirmative defense to a charge based on the definition in Subsection (1)(b)(iv) that 
the person was: 
 
(a)  in possession of a controlled substance pursuant to a lawful order of a practitioner for use of 
a member of the person’s household or for administration to an animal owned by the person or a 
member of the person’s household; or 
 
(b)  otherwise authorized by law to possess the substance. 
 
(7)   
 
(a)  It is an affirmative defense to transferring a firearm or other dangerous weapon by a person 
restricted under Subsection (2) or (3) that the firearm or dangerous weapon: 
 
(i)  was possessed by the person or was under the person’s custody or control before the person 
became a restricted person; 
 
(ii)  was not used in or possessed during the commission of a crime or subject to disposition 
under Section 24-3-103; 
 
(iii)  is not being held as evidence by a court or law enforcement agency; 
 
(iv)  was transferred to a person not legally prohibited from possessing the weapon; and 
 
(v)  unless a different time is ordered by the court, was transferred within 10 days of the person 
becoming a restricted person. 
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(b)  Subsection (7)(a) is not a defense to the use, purchase, or possession on the person of a 
firearm or other dangerous weapon by a restricted person. 
 
(8)   
 
(a)  A person may not sell, transfer, or otherwise dispose of any firearm or dangerous weapon to 
any person, knowing that the recipient is a person described in Subsection (1)(a) or (b). 
 
(b)  A person who violates Subsection (8)(a) when the recipient is: 
 
(i)  a person described in Subsection (1)(a) and the transaction involves a firearm, is guilty of a 
second degree felony; 
 
(ii)  a person described in Subsection (1)(a) and the transaction involves any dangerous weapon 
other than a firearm, and the transferor has knowledge that the recipient intends to use the 
weapon for any unlawful purpose, is guilty of a third degree felony; 
 
(iii)  a person described in Subsection (1)(b) and the transaction involves a firearm, is guilty of a 
third degree felony; or 
 
(iv)  a person described in Subsection (1)(b) and the transaction involves any dangerous weapon 
other than a firearm, and the transferor has knowledge that the recipient intends to use the 
weapon for any unlawful purpose, is guilty of a class A misdemeanor. 
 
(9)   
 
(a)  A person may not knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage or entice a dealer or other person 
to sell, transfer or otherwise dispose of a firearm or dangerous weapon under circumstances 
which the person knows would be a violation of the law. 
 
(b)  A person may not provide to a dealer or other person any information that the person knows 
to be materially false information with intent to deceive the dealer or other person about the 
legality of a sale, transfer or other disposition of a firearm or dangerous weapon. 
 
(c)  “Materially false information” means information that portrays an illegal transaction as legal 
or a legal transaction as illegal. 
 
(d)  A person who violates this Subsection (9) is guilty of: 
 
(i)  a third degree felony if the transaction involved a firearm; or 
 
(ii)  a class A misdemeanor if the transaction involved a dangerous weapon other than a firearm. 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 76-10-504 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Carrying concealed firearm – Penalties 
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(1)  Except as provided in Section 76-10-503 and in Subsections (2), (3), and (4), a person who 
carries a concealed firearm, as defined in Section 76-10-501, including an unloaded firearm on 
his or her person or one that is readily accessible for immediate use which is not securely 
encased, as defined in this part, in or on a place other than the person’s residence, property, a 
vehicle in the person’s lawful possession, or a vehicle, with the consent of the individual who is 
lawfully in possession of the vehicle, or business under the person’s control is guilty of a class B 
misdemeanor. 
 
(2)  A person who carries a concealed firearm that is a loaded firearm in violation of Subsection 
(1) is guilty of a class A misdemeanor. 
 
(3)  A person who carries concealed an unlawfully possessed short barreled shotgun or a short 
barreled rifle is guilty of a second degree felony. 
 
(4)  If the concealed firearm is used in the commission of a violent felony as defined in Section 
76-3-203.5, and the person is a party to the offense, the person is guilty of a second degree 
felony. 
 
(5)  Nothing in Subsection (1) or (2) prohibits a person engaged in the lawful taking of protected 
or unprotected wildlife as defined in Title 23, Wildlife Resources Code of Utah, from carrying a 
concealed firearm as long as the taking of wildlife does not occur: 
 
(a)  within the limits of a municipality in violation of that municipality’s ordinances; or 
 
(b)  upon the highways of the state as defined in Section 41-6a-102. 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 76-10-505 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Carrying loaded firearm in vehicle or on street 
 
(1) Unless otherwise authorized by law, a person may not carry a loaded firearm:  
 
(a) in or on a vehicle, unless:  
 
(i) the vehicle is in the person's lawful possession; or 
 
(ii) the person is carrying the loaded firearm in a vehicle with the consent of the person 
lawfully in possession of the vehicle; 
 
(b) on a public street; or 
 
(c) in a posted prohibited area. 
 
(2) Subsection (1)(a) does not apply to a minor under 18 years of age, since a minor under 18 
years of age may not carry a loaded firearm in or on a vehicle. 
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(3) Notwithstanding Subsection (1)(a)(i) and (ii), a person may not possess a loaded rifle, 
shotgun, or muzzle-loading rifle in a vehicle. 
 
(4) A violation of this section is a class B misdemeanor. 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 76-10-511 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Possession of loaded firearm at residence or on real property authorized   
 
Except for persons described in Section 76-10-503 and 18 U.S.C. Sec. 922(g) and as otherwise 
prescribed in this part, a person may have a loaded firearm:  
 
(1) at the person's place of residence, including any temporary residence or camp; or 
 
(2) on the person's real property. 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 76-10-523 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Persons exempt from weapons laws 
  
(1) Except for Sections 76-10-506, 76-10-508, and 76-10-508.1, this part and Title 53, 
Chapter 5, Part 7, Concealed Firearm Act, do not apply to any of the following:  
 
(a) a United States marshal; 
 
(b) a federal official required to carry a firearm; 
 
(c) a peace officer of this or any other jurisdiction; 
 
(d) a law enforcement official as defined and qualified under Section 53-5-711; 
(e) a judge as defined and qualified under Section 53-5-711; or 
(f) a common carrier while engaged in the regular and ordinary transport of firearms as 
merchandise. 
 
(2) The provisions of Subsections 76-10-504(1) and (2), and Section 76-10-505 do not apply 
to any person to whom a permit to carry a concealed firearm has been issued:  
 
(a) pursuant to Section 53-5-704; or 
(b) by another state or county. 
 
(3) Except for Sections 76-10-503, 76-10-506, 76-10-508, and 76-10-508.1, this part and 
Title 53, Chapter 5, Part 7, Concealed Firearm Act, do not apply to a nonresident traveling in or 
though the state, provided that any firearm is:  
 
(a) unloaded; and 
 
(b) securely encased as defined in Section 76-10-501. 
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Utah Code Ann. § 76-10-523.5 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Compliance with rules for secure facilities  
    
Any person, including a person licensed to carry a concealed firearm under Title 53, Chapter 5, 
Part 7, Concealed Firearm Act, shall comply with any rule established for secure facilities 
pursuant to Sections 53B-3-103, 76-8-311.1, 76-8-311.3, and 78A-2-203 and shall be subject to 
any penalty provided in those sections. 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 76-10-528 (2015) 
Carrying a dangerous weapon while under influence of alcohol or drugs unlawful 
 
(1) Any person who carries a dangerous weapon while under the influence of alcohol or a 
controlled substance as defined in Section 58-37-2 is guilty of a class B misdemeanor. Under the 
influence means the same level of influence or blood or breath alcohol concentration as provided 
in Subsections 41-6a-502(1)(a) through(c). 
 
(2) It is not a defense to prosecution under this section that the person: 
 
(a) is licensed in the pursuit of wildlife of any kind; or 
 
(b) has a valid permit to carry a concealed firearm. 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 76-10-529 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Possession of dangerous weapons, firearms, or explosives in airport secure areas prohibited 
– Penalty 
  
(1) As used in this section:  
 
(a) "Airport authority" has the same meaning as defined in Section 72-10-102. 
(b) "Dangerous weapon" is the same as defined in Section 76-10-501. 
(c) "Explosive" is the same as defined for "explosive, chemical, or incendiary device" in 
Section 76-10-306. 
(d) "Firearm" is the same as defined in Section 76-10-501. 
 
(2) (a) Within a secure area of an airport established pursuant to this section, a person, 
including a person licensed to carry a concealed firearm under Title 53, Chapter 5, Part 7, 
Concealed Firearm Act, is guilty of:  
 
(i) a class A misdemeanor if the person knowingly or intentionally possesses any dangerous 
weapon or firearm; 
 
(ii) an infraction if the person recklessly or with criminal negligence possesses any dangerous 
weapon or firearm; or 
 
(iii) a violation of Section 76-10-306 if the person transports, possesses, distributes, or sells 
any explosive, chemical, or incendiary device. 
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(b) Subsection (2)(a) does not apply to:  
 
(i) persons exempted under Section 76-10-523; and 
(ii) members of the state or federal military forces while engaged in the performance of their 
official duties. 
 
(3) An airport authority, county, or municipality regulating the airport may:  
 
(a) establish any secure area located beyond the main area where the public generally buys 
tickets, checks and retrieves luggage; and 
 
(b) use reasonable means, including mechanical, electronic, x-ray, or any other device, to 
detect dangerous weapons, firearms, or explosives concealed in baggage or upon the person of 
any individual attempting to enter the secure area. 
 
(4) At least one notice shall be prominently displayed at each entrance to a secure area in 
which a dangerous weapon, firearm, or explosive is restricted. 
 
(5) Upon the discovery of any dangerous weapon, firearm, or explosive, the airport authority, 
county, or municipality, the employees, or other personnel administering the secure area may:  
 
(a) require the individual to deliver the item to the air freight office or airline ticket counter; 
 
(b) require the individual to exit the secure area; or 
 
(c) obtain possession or retain custody of the item until it is transferred to law enforcement 
officers. 
 
Utah Code Ann. § 78B-4-511 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Regulation of firearms reserved to state -- Lawsuits prohibited 
  
(1) As prescribed by Section 76-10-500, all authority to regulate firearms is reserved to the 
state through the Legislature. 
 
(2) A person who lawfully designs, manufactures, markets, advertises, transports, or sells 
firearms or ammunition to the public may not be sued by the state or any of its political 
subdivisions for the subsequent use, whether lawfully or unlawfully, of the firearm or 
ammunition, unless the suit is based on the breach of a contract or warranty for a firearm or 
ammunition purchased by the state or political subdivision. 
 
Vermont  
 
Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 13, § 1026a (2015)  
Aggravated disorderly conduct 
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(a) A person is guilty of aggravated disorderly conduct if he or she engages in a course of 
conduct directed at a specific person with the intent to cause the person inconvenience or 
annoyance, or to disturb the person's peace, quiet, or right of privacy and: 
 
(1) engages in fighting or in violent, tumultuous, or threatening behavior; 
 
(2) makes unreasonable noise; 
 
(3) in a public place, uses abusive or obscene language; or 
 
(4) threatens bodily injury or serious bodily injury, or threatens to commit a felony crime of 
violence as defined in section 11a of this title. 
 
(b) A person who is convicted of aggravated disorderly conduct shall be imprisoned not more 
than 180 days or fined not more than $2,000.00, or both. 
 
Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 13, § 4003 (2015) 
Carrying dangerous weapons 
 
A person who carries a dangerous or deadly weapon, openly or concealed, with the intent or 
avowed purpose of injuring a fellow man, or who carries a dangerous or deadly weapon within 
any state institution or upon the grounds or lands owned or leased for the use of such institution, 
without the approval of the warden or superintendent of the institution, shall be imprisoned not 
more than two years or fined not more than $ 200.00, or both. 
 
Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 24, § 2291 (2015)  
Enumeration of powers 
 
For the purpose of promoting the public health, safety, welfare, and convenience, a town, city, or 
incorporated village shall have the following powers: 
 
*** 
 
(8) To regulate or prohibit the use or discharge, but not possession of, firearms within the 
municipality or specified portions thereof, provided that an ordinance adopted under this 
subdivision shall be consistent with section 2295 of this title and shall not prohibit, reduce, or 
limit discharge at any existing sport shooting range, as that term is defined in 10 V.S.A. § 5227. 
 
*** 
 
(14) To define what constitutes a public nuisance, and to provide procedures and take action for 
its abatement or removal as the public health, safety, or welfare may require. 
 
*** 
(26) To regulate parking lots and parking meters on public property or public highways of the 
municipality, including the power to set parking fees and use parking revenues for any municipal 
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purpose. Projects relating to parking lots and parking meters under this subdivision shall 
constitute an improvement under chapter 53 of this title, and a municipality shall have the right 
of eminent domain to condemn land necessary for such projects subject to the restrictions set 
forth in section 2805 of this title and 18 V.S.A. § 5318. 
 
*** 
Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 24, § 2295 (2015)  
Authority of municipal and county governments to regulate firearms, ammunition, 
hunting, fishing and trapping 
 
Except as otherwise provided by law, no town, city or incorporated village, by ordinance, 
resolution or other enactment, shall directly regulate hunting, fishing and trapping or the 
possession, ownership, transportation, transfer, sale, purchase, carrying, licensing or registration 
of traps, firearms, ammunition or components of firearms or ammunition. This section shall not 
limit the powers conferred upon a town, city or incorporated village under section 2291(8) of this 
title. The provisions of this section shall supersede any inconsistent provisions of a municipal 
charter. 
 
Virginia 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.2-915 (2015) 
Control of firearms; applicability to authorities and local governmental agencies 
 
A.  No locality shall adopt or enforce any ordinance, resolution or motion, as permitted by § 
15.2-1425, and no agent of such locality shall take any administrative action, governing the 
purchase, possession, transfer, ownership, carrying, storage or transporting of firearms, 
ammunition, or components or combination thereof other than those expressly authorized by 
statute. For purposes of this section, a statute that does not refer to firearms, ammunition, or 
components or combination thereof, shall not be construed to provide express authorization. 
 
Nothing in this section shall prohibit a locality from adopting workplace rules relating to terms 
and conditions of employment of the workforce. However, no locality shall adopt any workplace 
rule, other than for the purposes of a community services board or behavioral health authority as 
defined in § 37.2-100, that prevents an employee of that locality from storing at that locality's 
workplace a lawfully possessed firearm and ammunition in a locked private motor vehicle. 
Nothing in this section shall prohibit a law-enforcement officer, as defined in § 9.1-101, from 
acting within the scope of his duties. 
 
The provisions of this section applicable to a locality shall also apply to any authority or to a 
local governmental entity, including a department or agency, but not including any local or 
regional jail, juvenile detention facility, or state-governed entity, department, or agency. 
 
B.  Any local ordinance, resolution or motion adopted prior to the effective date of this act 
governing the purchase, possession, transfer, ownership, carrying or transporting of firearms, 
ammunition, or components or combination thereof, other than those expressly authorized by 
statute, is invalid. 
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C.  In addition to any other relief provided, the court may award reasonable attorney fees, 
expenses, and court costs to any person, group, or entity that prevails in an action challenging (i) 
an ordinance, resolution, or motion as being in conflict with this section or (ii) an administrative 
action taken in bad faith as being in conflict with this section. 
 
D.  For purposes of this section, "workplace" means "workplace of the locality." 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.2-1102 (2015)  
General grant of power; enumeration of powers not exclusive; limitations on exercise of 
power 
 
A municipal corporation shall have and may exercise all powers which it now has or which may 
hereafter be conferred upon or delegated to it under the Constitution and laws of the 
Commonwealth and all other powers pertinent to the conduct of the affairs and functions of the 
municipal government, the exercise of which is not expressly prohibited by the Constitution and 
the general laws of the Commonwealth, and which are necessary or desirable to secure and 
promote the general welfare of the inhabitants of the municipality and the safety, health, peace, 
good order, comfort, convenience, morals, trade, commerce and industry of the municipality and 
the inhabitants thereof, and the enumeration of specific powers shall not be construed or held to 
be exclusive or as a limitation upon any general grant of power, but shall be construed and held 
to be in addition to any general grant of power. The exercise of the powers conferred under this 
section is specifically limited to the area within the corporate limits of the municipality, unless 
otherwise conferred in the applicable sections of the Constitution and general laws, as amended, 
of the Commonwealth. 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.2-1113 (2015)  
Dangerous, etc., business or employment; transportation of offensive substances; explosive 
or inflammable substances; fireworks 
 
A municipal corporation may regulate or prohibit the conduct of any dangerous, offensive or 
unhealthful business, trade or employment; the transportation of any offensive substance; the 
manufacture, storage, transportation, possession and use of any explosive or inflammable 
substance; and the use and exhibition of fireworks and the discharge of firearms. A municipal 
corporation may also require the maintenance of safety devices on storage equipment for such 
substances or items. 
 
Any municipal corporation that regulates or prohibits the discharge of firearms shall provide an 
exemption for the killing of deer pursuant to § 29.1-529. Such exemption shall apply on land of 
at least five acres that is zoned for agricultural use. 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.2-1209 (2015)  
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Prohibiting outdoor shooting of firearms or arrows from bows in certain areas 
 
Any county may prohibit the outdoor shooting of firearms or arrows from bows in any areas of 
the county which are in the opinion of the governing body so heavily populated as to make such 
conduct dangerous to the inhabitants thereof. 
 
For purposes of this section, "bow" includes all compound bows, crossbows, longbows and 
recurve bows having a peak draw weight of 10 pounds or more. The term "bow" does not include 
bows that have a peak draw of less than 10 pounds or that are designed or intended to be used 
principally as toys. The term "arrow" means a shaft-like projectile intended to be shot from a 
bow. 
 
Any county that prohibits the outdoor shooting of firearms or arrows from bows shall provide an 
exemption for the killing of deer pursuant to § 29.1-529. Such exemption for the shooting of 
firearms shall apply on land of at least five acres that is zoned for agricultural use. Such 
exemption for the shooting of arrows from bows shall apply on land of at least two acres that is 
zoned for agricultural use. 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 15.2-1209.1 (2015)  
Counties may regulate carrying of loaded firearms on public highways 
 
The governing body of any county is hereby empowered to adopt ordinances making it unlawful 
for any person to carry or have in his possession, for the purpose of hunting, while on any part of 
a public highway within such county a loaded firearm when such person is not authorized to hunt 
on the private property on both sides of the highway along which he is standing or walking; and 
to provide a penalty for violation of such ordinance not to exceed a fine of $100. The provisions 
of this section shall not apply to persons carrying loaded firearms in moving vehicles or for 
purposes other than hunting, or to persons acting at the time in defense of persons or property. 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-282 (2015)  
Pointing, holding, or brandishing firearm, air or gas operated weapon or object similar in 
appearance; penalty 
 
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to point, hold or brandish any firearm or any air or gas 
operated weapon or any object similar in appearance, whether capable of being fired or not, in 
such manner as to reasonably induce fear in the mind of another or hold a firearm or any air or 
gas operated weapon in a public place in such a manner as to reasonably induce fear in the mind 
of another of being shot or injured. However, this section shall not apply to any person engaged 
in excusable or justifiable self-defense. Persons violating the provisions of this section shall be 
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor or, if the violation occurs upon any public, private or religious 
elementary, middle or high school, including buildings and grounds or upon public property 
within 1,000 feet of such school property, he shall be guilty of a Class 6 felony. 
 
B. Any police officer in the performance of his duty, in making an arrest under the provisions of 
this section, shall not be civilly liable in damages for injuries or death resulting to the person 
being arrested if he had reason to believe that the person being arrested was pointing, holding, or 
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brandishing such firearm or air or gas operated weapon, or object that was similar in appearance, 
with intent to induce fear in the mind of another. 
 
C. For purposes of this section, the word "firearm" means any weapon that will or is designed to 
or may readily be converted to expel single or multiple projectiles by the action of an explosion 
of a combustible material. The word "ammunition," as used herein, shall mean a cartridge, pellet, 
ball, missile or projectile adapted for use in a firearm. 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-287.01 (2015)  
Carrying weapon in air carrier airport terminal 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to possess or transport into any air carrier airport terminal in 
the Commonwealth any (i) gun or other weapon designed or intended to propel a missile or 
projectile of any kind, (ii) frame, receiver, muffler, silencer, missile, projectile or ammunition 
designed for use with a dangerous weapon, and (iii) any other dangerous weapon, including 
explosives, stun weapons as defined in § 18.2-308.1, and those weapons specified in subsection 
A of § 18.2-308. Any such weapon shall be subject to seizure by a law-enforcement officer. A 
violation of this section is punishable as a Class 1 misdemeanor. Any weapon possessed or 
transported in violation of this section shall be forfeited to the Commonwealth and disposed of as 
provided in § 19.2-386.28. 
 
The provisions of this section shall not apply to any police officer, sheriff, law-enforcement 
agent or official, or conservation police officer, or conservator of the peace employed by the air 
carrier airport, nor shall the provisions of this section apply to any passenger of an airline who, to 
the extent otherwise permitted by law, transports a lawful firearm, weapon, or ammunition into 
or out of an air carrier airport terminal for the sole purposes, respectively, of (i) presenting such 
firearm, weapon, or ammunition to U.S. Customs agents in advance of an international flight, in 
order to comply with federal law, (ii) checking such firearm, weapon, or ammunition with his 
luggage, or (iii) retrieving such firearm, weapon, or ammunition from the baggage claim area. 
 
Any other statute, rule, regulation, or ordinance specifically addressing the possession or 
transportation of weapons in any airport in the Commonwealth shall be invalid, and this section 
shall control. 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-287.4 (2015) 
Carrying loaded firearms in public areas prohibited; penalty 
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It shall be unlawful for any person to carry a loaded (a) semi-automatic center-fire rifle or pistol 
that expels single or multiple projectiles by action of an explosion of a combustible material and 
is equipped at the time of the offense with a magazine that will hold more than 20 rounds of 
ammunition or designed by the manufacturer to accommodate a silencer or equipped with a 
folding stock or (b) shotgun with a magazine that will hold more than seven rounds of the 
longest ammunition for which it is chambered on or about his person on any public street, road, 
alley, sidewalk, public right-of-way, or in any public park or any other place of whatever nature 
that is open to the public in the Cities of Alexandria, Chesapeake, Fairfax, Falls Church, 
Newport News, Norfolk, Richmond, or Virginia Beach or in the Counties of Arlington, Fairfax, 
Henrico, Loudoun, or Prince William. 
 
The provisions of this section shall not apply to law-enforcement officers, licensed security 
guards, military personnel in the performance of their lawful duties, or any person having a valid 
concealed handgun permit or to any person actually engaged in lawful hunting or lawful 
recreational shooting activities at an established shooting range or shooting contest. Any person 
violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
 
The exemptions set forth in § 18.2-308 shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to the provisions of this 
section. 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-308 (effective until July 1, 2018)  
Carrying concealed weapons; exceptions; penalty 
 
A.  If any person carries about his person, hidden from common observation, (i) any pistol, 
revolver, or other weapon designed or intended to propel a missile of any kind by action of an 
explosion of any combustible material; (ii) any dirk, bowie knife, switchblade knife, ballistic 
knife, machete, razor, slingshot, spring stick, metal knucks, or blackjack; (iii) any flailing 
instrument consisting of two or more rigid parts connected in such a manner as to allow them to 
swing freely, which may be known as a nun chahka, nun chuck, nunchaku, shuriken, or fighting 
chain; (iv) any disc, of whatever configuration, having at least two points or pointed blades 
which is designed to be thrown or propelled and which may be known as a throwing star or 
oriental dart; or (v) any weapon of like kind as those enumerated in this subsection, he is guilty 
of a Class 1 misdemeanor. A second violation of this section or a conviction under this section 
subsequent to any conviction under any substantially similar ordinance of any county, city, or 
town shall be punishable as a Class 6 felony, and a third or subsequent such violation shall be 
punishable as a Class 5 felony. For the purpose of this section, a weapon shall be deemed to be 
hidden from common observation when it is observable but is of such deceptive appearance as to 
disguise the weapon's true nature. It shall be an affirmative defense to a violation of clause (i) 
regarding a handgun, that a person had been issued, at the time of the offense, a valid concealed 
handgun permit. 
 
B.  This section shall not apply to any person while in his own place of abode or the curtilage 
thereof. 
 
C.  Except as provided in subsection A of § 18.2-308.012, this section shall not apply to: 
 
1.  Any person while in his own place of business; 
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2.  Any law-enforcement officer, wherever such law-enforcement officer may travel in the 
Commonwealth; 
 
3.  Any person who is at, or going to or from, an established shooting range, provided that the 
weapons are unloaded and securely wrapped while being transported; 
 
4.  Any regularly enrolled member of a weapons collecting organization who is at, or going to or 
from, a bona fide weapons exhibition, provided that the weapons are unloaded and securely 
wrapped while being transported; 
 
5.  Any person carrying such weapons between his place of abode and a place of purchase or 
repair, provided the weapons are unloaded and securely wrapped while being transported; 
 
6.  Any person actually engaged in lawful hunting, as authorized by the Board of Game and 
Inland Fisheries, under inclement weather conditions necessitating temporary protection of his 
firearm from those conditions, provided that possession of a handgun while engaged in lawful 
hunting shall not be construed as hunting with a handgun if the person hunting is carrying a valid 
concealed handgun permit; 
 
7.  Any State Police officer retired from the Department of State Police, any officer retired from 
the Division of Capitol Police, any local law-enforcement officer, auxiliary police officer or 
animal control officer retired from a police department or sheriff's office within the 
Commonwealth, any special agent retired from the State Corporation Commission or the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board, any conservation police officer retired from the Department 
of Game and Inland Fisheries, any Virginia Marine Police officer retired from the Law 
Enforcement Division of the Virginia Marine Resources Commission, any campus police officer 
appointed under Chapter 17 (§ 23-232 et seq.) of Title 23 retired from a campus police 
department, any retired member of the enforcement division of the Department of Motor 
Vehicles appointed pursuant to § 46.2-217, and any retired investigator of the security division of 
the Virginia Lottery, other than an officer or agent terminated for cause, (i) with a service-related 
disability; (ii) following at least 15 years of service with any such law-enforcement agency, 
board or any combination thereof; (iii) who has reached 55 years of age; or (iv) who is on long-
term leave from such law-enforcement agency or board due to a service-related injury, provided 
such officer carries with him written proof of consultation with and favorable review of the need 
to carry a concealed handgun issued by the chief law-enforcement officer of the last such agency 
from which the officer retired or the agency that employs the officer or, in the case of special 
agents, issued by the State Corporation Commission or the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board. A 
copy of the proof of consultation and favorable review shall be forwarded by the chief or the 
Board to the Department of State Police for entry into the Virginia Criminal Information 
Network. The chief law-enforcement officer shall not without cause withhold such written proof 
if the retired law-enforcement officer otherwise meets the requirements of this section. An 
officer set forth in clause (iv) who receives written proof of consultation to carry a concealed 
handgun shall surrender such proof of consultation upon return to work or upon termination of 
employment with the law-enforcement agency. Notice of the surrender shall be forwarded to the 
Department of State Police for entry into the Virginia Criminal Information Network. However, 
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if such officer retires on disability because of the service-related injury, and would be eligible 
under clause (i) for written proof of consultation to carry a concealed handgun, he may retain the 
previously issued written proof of consultation. A retired law-enforcement officer who receives 
proof of consultation and favorable review pursuant to this subdivision is authorized to carry a 
concealed handgun in the same manner as a law-enforcement officer authorized to carry a 
concealed handgun pursuant to subdivision 2; 
 
7a.  Any person who is eligible for retirement with at least 20 years of service with a law-
enforcement agency or board mentioned in subdivision 7 who has resigned in good standing 
from such law-enforcement agency or board to accept a position covered by a retirement system 
that is authorized under Title 51.1, provided such person carries with him written proof of 
consultation with and favorable review of the need to carry a concealed handgun issued by the 
chief law-enforcement officer of the agency from which he resigned or, in the case of special 
agents, issued by the State Corporation Commission or the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board. A 
copy of the proof of consultation and favorable review shall be forwarded by the chief, Board or 
Commission to the Department of State Police for entry into the Virginia Criminal Information 
Network. The chief law-enforcement officer shall not without cause withhold such written proof 
if the law-enforcement officer otherwise meets the requirements of this section. 
 
For purposes of applying the reciprocity provisions of § 18.2-308.014, any person granted the 
privilege to carry a concealed handgun pursuant to subdivision 7 or this subdivision, while 
carrying the proof of consultation and favorable review required, shall be deemed to have been 
issued a concealed handgun permit. 
 
For purposes of complying with the federal Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act of 2004, a 
retired or resigned law-enforcement officer who receives proof of consultation and review 
pursuant to subdivision 7 or this subdivision shall have the opportunity to annually participate, at 
the retired or resigned law-enforcement officer's expense, in the same training and testing to 
carry firearms as is required of active law-enforcement officers in the Commonwealth. If such 
retired or resigned law-enforcement officer meets the training and qualification standards, the 
chief law-enforcement officer shall issue the retired or resigned officer certification, valid one 
year from the date of issuance, indicating that the retired or resigned officer has met the 
standards of the agency to carry a firearm; 
 
8.  Any State Police officer who is a member of the organized reserve forces of any of the armed 
services of the United States or National Guard, while such officer is called to active military 
duty, provided such officer carries with him written proof of consultation with and favorable 
review of the need to carry a concealed handgun issued by the Superintendent of State Police. 
The proof of consultation and favorable review shall be valid as long as the officer is on active 
military duty and shall expire when the officer returns to active law-enforcement duty. The 
issuance of the proof of consultation and favorable review shall be entered into the Virginia 
Criminal Information Network. The Superintendent of State Police shall not without cause 
withhold such written proof if the officer is in good standing and is qualified to carry a weapon 
while on active law-enforcement duty. 
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For purposes of applying the reciprocity provisions of § 18.2-308.014, any person granted the 
privilege to carry a concealed handgun pursuant to this subdivision, while carrying the proof of 
consultation and favorable review required, shall be deemed to have been issued a concealed 
handgun permit; 
 
9.  Any attorney for the Commonwealth or assistant attorney for the Commonwealth, wherever 
such attorney may travel in the Commonwealth; 
 
10.  Any person who may lawfully possess a firearm and is carrying a handgun while in a 
personal, private motor vehicle or vessel and such handgun is secured in a container or 
compartment in the vehicle or vessel; and 
 
11.  Any enrolled participant of a firearms training course who is at, or going to or from, a 
training location, provided that the weapons are unloaded and securely wrapped while being 
transported. 
 
D.  This section shall also not apply to any of the following individuals while in the discharge of 
their official duties, or while in transit to or from such duties: 
 
1.  Carriers of the United States mail; 
 
2.  Officers or guards of any state correctional institution; 
 
3.  Conservators of the peace, except that an attorney for the Commonwealth or assistant attorney 
for the Commonwealth may carry a concealed handgun pursuant to subdivision C 9. However, 
the following conservators of the peace shall not be permitted to carry a concealed handgun 
without obtaining a permit as provided in this article: (i) notaries public; (ii) registrars; (iii) 
drivers, operators or other persons in charge of any motor vehicle carrier of passengers for hire; 
or (iv) commissioners in chancery; 
 
4.  Noncustodial employees of the Department of Corrections designated to carry weapons by the 
Director of the Department of Corrections pursuant to § 53.1-29; and 
 
5.  Harbormaster of the City of Hopewell. 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-308.01 (2015)  
Carrying a concealed handgun with a permit 
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-637

A.  The prohibition against carrying a concealed handgun in clause (i) of subsection A of § 18.2-
308 shall not apply to a person who has a valid concealed handgun permit issued pursuant to this 
article. The person issued the permit shall have such permit on his person at all times during 
which he is carrying a concealed handgun and shall display the permit and a photo identification 
issued by a government agency of the Commonwealth or by the U.S. Department of Defense or 
U.S. State Department (passport) upon demand by a law-enforcement officer. A person to whom 
a nonresident permit is issued shall have such permit on his person at all times when he is 
carrying a concealed handgun in the Commonwealth and shall display the permit on demand by 
a law-enforcement officer. A person whose permit is extended due to deployment shall carry 
with him and display, upon request of a law-enforcement officer, a copy of the documents 
required by subsection B of § 18.2-308.010. 
 
B.  Failure to display the permit and a photo identification upon demand by a law-enforcement 
officer shall be punishable by a $25 civil penalty, which shall be paid into the state treasury. Any 
attorney for the Commonwealth of the county or city in which the alleged violation occurred 
may bring an action to recover the civil penalty. A court may waive such penalty upon 
presentation to the court of a valid permit and a government-issued photo identification. Any 
law-enforcement officer may issue a summons for the civil violation of failure to display the 
concealed handgun permit and photo identification upon demand. 
 
C.  The granting of a concealed handgun permit pursuant to this article shall not thereby 
authorize the possession of any handgun or other weapon on property or in places where such 
possession is otherwise prohibited by law or is prohibited by the owner of private property. 
 
Va. Code Ann. § 18.2-308.012 (2015)  
Prohibited conduct 
 
A.  Any person permitted to carry a concealed handgun who is under the influence of alcohol or 
illegal drugs while carrying such handgun in a public place is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
Conviction of any of the following offenses shall be prima facie evidence, subject to rebuttal, 
that the person is "under the influence" for purposes of this section: manslaughter in violation of 
§ 18.2-36.1, maiming in violation of § 18.2-51.4, driving while intoxicated in violation of § 18.2-
266, public intoxication in violation of § 18.2-388, or driving while intoxicated in violation of § 
46.2-341.24. Upon such conviction that court shall revoke the person's permit for a concealed 
handgun and promptly notify the issuing circuit court. A person convicted of a violation of this 
subsection shall be ineligible to apply for a concealed handgun permit for a period of five years. 
 
B.  (Effective until July 1, 2018)  No person who carries a concealed handgun onto the premises 
of any restaurant or club as defined in § 4.1-100 for which a license to sell and serve alcoholic 
beverages for on-premises consumption has been granted by the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Board under Title 4.1 may consume an alcoholic beverage while on the premises. A 
person who carries a concealed handgun onto the premises of such a restaurant or club and 
consumes alcoholic beverages is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. However, nothing in this 
subsection shall apply to a federal, state, or local law-enforcement officer. 
 
B.  (Effective July 1, 2018)  No person who carries a concealed handgun onto the premises of 
any restaurant or club as defined in § 4.1-100 for which a license to sell and serve alcoholic 
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beverages for on-premises consumption has been granted by the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Authority under Title 4.1 may consume an alcoholic beverage while on the premises. A 
person who carries a concealed handgun onto the premises of such a restaurant or club and 
consumes alcoholic beverages is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. However, nothing in this 
subsection shall apply to a federal, state, or local law-enforcement officer. 
 
Washington  
 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.010 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Terms Defined 
 
Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in this section apply throughout this 
chapter. 
 
(1)  “Antique firearm” means a firearm or replica of a firearm not designed or redesigned for 
using rim fire or conventional center fire ignition with fixed ammunition and manufactured in or 
before 1898, including any matchlock, flintlock, percussion cap, or similar type of ignition 
system and also any firearm using fixed ammunition manufactured in or before 1898, for which 
ammunition is no longer manufactured in the United States and is not readily available in the 
ordinary channels of commercial trade. 
 
(2)  “Barrel length” means the distance from the bolt face of a closed action down the length of 
the axis of the bore to the crown of the muzzle, or in the case of a barrel with attachments to the 
end of any legal device permanently attached to the end of the muzzle. 
 
(3)  “Crime of violence” means: 
 
(a)  Any of the following felonies, as now existing or hereafter amended: Any felony defined 
under any law as a class A felony or an attempt to commit a class A felony, criminal solicitation 
of or criminal conspiracy to commit a class A felony, manslaughter in the first degree, 
manslaughter in the second degree, indecent liberties if committed by forcible compulsion, 
kidnapping in the second degree, arson in the second degree, assault in the second degree, assault 
of a child in the second degree, extortion in the first degree, burglary in the second degree, 
residential burglary, and robbery in the second degree; 
 
(b)  Any conviction for a felony offense in effect at any time prior to June 6, 1996, which is 
comparable to a felony classified as a crime of violence in (a) of this subsection; and 
 
(c)  Any federal or out-of-state conviction for an offense comparable to a felony classified as a 
crime of violence under (a) or (b) of this subsection. 
 
(4)  “Dealer” means a person engaged in the business of selling firearms at wholesale or retail 
who has, or is required to have, a federal firearms license under 18 U.S.C. Sec. 923(a). A person 
who does not have, and is not required to have, a federal firearms license under 18 U.S.C. Sec. 
923(a), is not a dealer if that person makes only occasional sales, exchanges, or purchases of 
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firearms for the enhancement of a personal collection or for a hobby, or sells all or part of his or 
her personal collection of firearms. 
 
(5)  “Family or household member” means “family” or “household member” as used in RCW 
10.99.020. 
 
(6)  “Felony” means any felony offense under the laws of this state or any federal or out-of-state 
offense comparable to a felony offense under the laws of this state. 
 
(7)  “Felony firearm offender” means a person who has previously been convicted or found not 
guilty by reason of insanity in this state of any felony firearm offense. A person is not a felony 
firearm offender under this chapter if any and all qualifying offenses have been the subject of an 
expungement, pardon, annulment, certificate, or rehabilitation, or other equivalent procedure 
based on a finding of the rehabilitation of the person convicted or a pardon, annulment, or other 
equivalent procedure based on a finding of innocence. 
 
(8)  “Felony firearm offense” means: 
 
(a)  Any felony offense that is a violation of this chapter; 
 
(b)  A violation of RCW 9A.36.045; 
 
(c)  A violation of RCW 9A.56.300; 
 
(d)  A violation of RCW 9A.56.310; 
 
(e)  Any felony offense if the offender was armed with a firearm in the commission of the 
offense. 
 
(9)  “Firearm” means a weapon or device from which a projectile or projectiles may be fired by 
an explosive such as gunpowder. 
 
(10)  “Gun” has the same meaning as firearm. 
 
(11)  “Law enforcement officer” includes a general authority Washington peace officer as 
defined in RCW 10.93.020, or a specially commissioned Washington peace officer as defined in 
RCW 10.93.020. “Law enforcement officer” also includes a limited authority Washington peace 
officer as defined in RCW 10.93.020 if such officer is duly authorized by his or her employer to 
carry a concealed pistol. 
 
(12)  “Lawful permanent resident” has the same meaning afforded a person “lawfully admitted 
for permanent residence” in 8 U.S.C. Sec. 1101(a)(20). 
 
(13)  “Licensed dealer” means a person who is federally licensed under 18 U.S.C. Sec. 923(a). 
 
(14)  “Loaded” means: 
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(a)  There is a cartridge in the chamber of the firearm; 
 
(b)  Cartridges are in a clip that is locked in place in the firearm; 
 
(c)  There is a cartridge in the cylinder of the firearm, if the firearm is a revolver; 
 
(d)  There is a cartridge in the tube or magazine that is inserted in the action; or 
 
(e)  There is a ball in the barrel and the firearm is capped or primed if the firearm is a muzzle 
loader. 
 
(15)  “Machine gun” means any firearm known as a machine gun, mechanical rifle, submachine 
gun, or any other mechanism or instrument not requiring that the trigger be pressed for each shot 
and having a reservoir clip, disc, drum, belt, or other separable mechanical device for storing, 
carrying, or supplying ammunition which can be loaded into the firearm, mechanism, or 
instrument, and fired therefrom at the rate of five or more shots per second. 
 
(16)  “Nonimmigrant alien” means a person defined as such in 8 U.S.C. Sec. 1101(a)(15). 
 
(17)  “Person” means any individual. corporation, company, association, firm, partnership, club, 
organization, society, joint stock company, or other legal entity. 
 
(18)  “Pistol” means any firearm with a barrel less than sixteen inches in length, or is designed to 
be held and fired by the use of a single hand. 
 
(19)  “Rifle” means a weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired 
from the shoulder and designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to use the energy of 
the explosive in a fixed metallic cartridge to fire only a single projectile through a rifled bore for 
each single pull of the trigger. 
 
(20)  “Sale” and “sell” mean the actual approval of the delivery of a firearm in consideration of 
payment or promise of payment. 
 
(21)  “Serious offense” means any of the following felonies or a felony attempt to commit any of 
the following felonies, as now existing or hereafter amended: 
 
(a)  Any crime of violence; 
 
(b)  Any felony violation of the uniform controlled substances act, chapter 69.50 RCW, that is 
classified as a class B felony or that has a maximum term of imprisonment of at least ten years; 
 
(c)  Child molestation in the second degree; 
 
(d)  Incest when committed against a child under age fourteen; 
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(e)  Indecent liberties; 
 
(f)  Leading organized crime; 
 
(g)  Promoting prostitution in the first degree; 
 
(h)  Rape in the third degree; 
 
(i)  Drive-by shooting; 
 
(j)  Sexual exploitation; 
 
(k)  Vehicular assault, when caused by the operation or driving of a vehicle by a person while 
under the influence of intoxicating liquor or any drug or by the operation or driving of a vehicle 
in a reckless manner; 
 
(l)  Vehicular homicide, when proximately caused by the driving of any vehicle by any person 
while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or any drug as defined by RCW 46.61.502, or by 
the operation of any vehicle in a reckless manner; 
 
(m)  Any other class B felony offense with a finding of sexual motivation, as “sexual 
motivation” is defined under RCW 9.94A.030; 
 
(n)  Any other felony with a deadly weapon verdict under RCW 9.94A.825; 
 
(o)  Any felony offense in effect at any time prior to June 6, 1996, that is comparable to a serious 
offense, or any federal or out-of-state conviction for an offense that under the laws of this state 
would be a felony classified as a serious offense; or 
 
(p)  Any felony conviction under RCW 9.41.115. 
 
(22)  “Short-barreled rifle” means a rifle having one or more barrels less than sixteen inches in 
length and any weapon made from a rifle by any means of modification if such modified weapon 
has an overall length of less than twenty-six inches. 
 
(23)  “Short-barreled shotgun” means a shotgun having one or more barrels less than eighteen 
inches in length and any weapon made from a shotgun by any means of modification if such 
modified weapon has an overall length of less than twenty-six inches. 
 
(24)  “Shotgun” means a weapon with one or more barrels, designed or redesigned, made or 
remade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder and designed or redesigned, made or remade, 
and intended to use the energy of the explosive in a fixed shotgun shell to fire through a smooth 
bore either a number of ball shot or a single projectile for each single pull of the trigger. 
 
(25)  “Transfer” means the intended delivery of a firearm to another person without 
consideration of payment or promise of payment including. but not limited to, gifts and loans. 
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(26)  “Unlicensed person” means any person who is not a licensed dealer under this chapter. 
 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.040 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Unlawful possession of firearms - Ownership, possession by certain persons - Restoration 
of right to possess – Penalties 
 
(1)   
 
(a)  A person, whether an adult or juvenile, is guilty of the crime of unlawful possession of a 
firearm in the first degree, if the person owns, has in his or her possession, or has in his or her 
control any firearm after having previously been convicted or found not guilty by reason of 
insanity in this state or elsewhere of any serious offense as defined in this chapter. 
 
(b)  Unlawful possession of a firearm in the first degree is a class B felony punishable according 
to chapter 9A.20 RCW. 
 
(2)   
 
(a)  A person, whether an adult or juvenile, is guilty of the crime of unlawful possession of a 
firearm in the second degree, if the person does not qualify under subsection (1) of this section 
for the crime of unlawful possession of a firearm in the first degree and the person owns, has in 
his or her possession, or has in his or her control any firearm: 
 
(i)  After having previously been convicted or found not guilty by reason of insanity in this state 
or elsewhere of any felony not specifically listed as prohibiting firearm possession under 
subsection (1) of this section, or any of the following crimes when committed by one family or 
household member against another, committed on or after July 1, 1993: Assault in the fourth 
degree, coercion, stalking, reckless endangerment, criminal trespass in the first degree, or 
violation of the provisions of a protection order or no-contact order restraining the person or 
excluding the person from a residence (RCW 26.50.060, 26.50.070, 26.50.130, or 10.99.040); 
 
(ii)  During any period of time that the person is subject to a court order issued under chapter 
7.90, 7.92, 9A.46, 10.14, 10.99, 26.09, 26.10, 26.26, or 26.50 RCW that: 
 
(A)  Was issued after a hearing of which the person received actual notice, and at which the 
person had an opportunity to participate; 
 
(B)  Restrains the person from harassing, stalking, or threatening an intimate partner of the 
person or child of the intimate partner or person, or engaging in other conduct that would place 
an intimate partner in reasonable fear of bodily injury to the partner or child; and 
 
(C)   
 
(I)  Includes a finding that the person represents a credible threat to the physical safety of the 
intimate partner or child; and 
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(II)  By its terms, explicitly prohibits the use, attempted use, or threatened use of physical force 
against the intimate partner or child that would reasonably be expected to cause bodily injury; 
 
(iii)  After having previously been involuntarily committed for mental health treatment 
under RCW 71.05.240, 71.05.320, 71.34.740, 71.34.750, chapter 10.77 RCW, or equivalent 
statutes of another jurisdiction, unless his or her right to possess a firearm has been restored as 
provided in RCW 9.41.047; 
 
(iv)  If the person is under eighteen years of age, except as provided in RCW 9.41.042; and/or 
 
(v)  If the person is free on bond or personal recognizance pending trial, appeal, or sentencing for 
a serious offense as defined in RCW 9.41.010. 
 
(b)  Unlawful possession of a firearm in the second degree is a class C felony punishable 
according to chapter 9A.20 RCW. 
 
(3)  Notwithstanding RCW 9.41.047 or any other provisions of law, as used in this chapter, a 
person has been “convicted”, whether in an adult court or adjudicated in a juvenile court, at such 
time as a plea of guilty has been accepted, or a verdict of guilty has been filed, notwithstanding 
the pendency of any future proceedings including but not limited to sentencing or disposition, 
post-trial or post-fact-finding motions, and appeals. Conviction includes a dismissal entered after 
a period of probation, suspension or deferral of sentence, and also includes equivalent 
dispositions by courts in jurisdictions other than Washington state. A person shall not be 
precluded from possession of a firearm if the conviction has been the subject of a pardon, 
annulment, certificate of rehabilitation, or other equivalent procedure based on a finding of the 
rehabilitation of the person convicted or the conviction or disposition has been the subject of a 
pardon, annulment, or other equivalent procedure based on a finding of innocence. Where no 
record of the court’s disposition of the charges can be found, there shall be a rebuttable 
presumption that the person was not convicted of the charge. 
 
(4)   
 
(a)  Notwithstanding subsection (1) or (2) of this section, a person convicted or found not guilty 
by reason of insanity of an offense prohibiting the possession of a firearm under this section 
other than murder, manslaughter, robbery, rape, indecent liberties, arson, assault, kidnapping, 
extortion, burglary, or violations with respect to controlled substances under RCW 
69.50.401 and 69.50.410, who received a probationary sentence under RCW 9.95.200, and who 
received a dismissal of the charge under RCW 9.95.240, shall not be precluded from possession 
of a firearm as a result of the conviction or finding of not guilty by reason of insanity. 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, if a person is prohibited from possession of 
a firearm under subsection (1) or (2) of this section and has not previously been convicted or 
found not guilty by reason of insanity of a sex offense prohibiting firearm ownership under 
subsection (1) or (2) of this section and/or any felony defined under any law as a class A felony 
or with a maximum sentence of at least twenty years, or both, the individual may petition a court 
of record to have his or her right to possess a firearm restored: 
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(i)  Under RCW 9.41.047; and/or 
 
(ii)   
 
(A)  If the conviction or finding of not guilty by reason of insanity was for a felony offense, after 
five or more consecutive years in the community without being convicted or found not guilty by 
reason of insanity or currently charged with any felony, gross misdemeanor, or misdemeanor 
crimes, if the individual has no prior felony convictions that prohibit the possession of a firearm 
counted as part of the offender score under RCW 9.94A.525; or 
 
(B)  If the conviction or finding of not guilty by reason of insanity was for a nonfelony offense, 
after three or more consecutive years in the community without being convicted or found not 
guilty by reason of insanity or currently charged with any felony, gross misdemeanor, or 
misdemeanor crimes, if the individual has no prior felony convictions that prohibit the 
possession of a firearm counted as part of the offender score under RCW 9.94A.525 and the 
individual has completed all conditions of the sentence. 
 
(b)  An individual may petition a court of record to have his or her right to possess a firearm 
restored under (a) of this subsection (4) only at: 
 
(i)  The court of record that ordered the petitioner’s prohibition on possession of a firearm; or 
 
(ii)  The superior court in the county in which the petitioner resides. 
 
(5)  In addition to any other penalty provided for by law, if a person under the age of eighteen 
years is found by a court to have possessed a firearm in a vehicle in violation of subsection (1) or 
(2) of this section or to have committed an offense while armed with a firearm during which 
offense a motor vehicle served an integral function, the court shall notify the department of 
licensing within twenty-four hours and the person’s privilege to drive shall be revoked 
under RCW 46.20.265. 
 
(6)  Nothing in chapter 129, Laws of 1995 shall ever be construed or interpreted as preventing an 
offender from being charged and subsequently convicted for the separate felony crimes of theft 
of a firearm or possession of a stolen firearm, or both, in addition to being charged and 
subsequently convicted under this section for unlawful possession of a firearm in the first or 
second degree. Notwithstanding any other law, if the offender is convicted under this section for 
unlawful possession of a firearm in the first or second degree and for the felony crimes of theft of 
a firearm or possession of a stolen firearm, or both, then the offender shall serve consecutive 
sentences for each of the felony crimes of conviction listed in this subsection. 
 
(7)  Each firearm unlawfully possessed under this section shall be a separate offense. 
 
(8)  For purposes of this section, “intimate partner” includes: A spouse, a domestic partner, a 
former spouse, a former domestic partner, a person with whom the restrained person has a child 
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in common, or a person with whom the restrained person has cohabitated or is cohabitating as 
part of a dating relationship. 
 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.050 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Carrying firearms 
 
(1)   
 
(a)  Except in the person’s place of abode or fixed place of business, a person shall not carry a 
pistol concealed on his or her person without a license to carry a concealed pistol. 
 
(b)  Every licensee shall have his or her concealed pistol license in his or her immediate 
possession at all times that he or she is required by this section to have a concealed pistol license 
and shall display the same upon demand to any police officer or to any other person when and if 
required by law to do so. Any violation of this subsection (1)(b) shall be a class 1 civil infraction 
under chapter 7.80 RCW and shall be punished accordingly pursuant to chapter 7.80 RCW and 
the infraction rules for courts of limited jurisdiction. 
 
(2)   
 
(a)  A person shall not carry or place a loaded pistol in any vehicle unless the person has a 
license to carry a concealed pistol and: (i) The pistol is on the licensee’s person, (ii) the licensee 
is within the vehicle at all times that the pistol is there, or (iii) the licensee is away from the 
vehicle and the pistol is locked within the vehicle and concealed from view from outside the 
vehicle. 
 
(b)  A violation of this subsection is a misdemeanor. 
 
(3)   
 
(a)  A person at least eighteen years of age who is in possession of an unloaded pistol shall not 
leave the unloaded pistol in a vehicle unless the unloaded pistol is locked within the vehicle and 
concealed from view from outside the vehicle. 
 
(b)  A violation of this subsection is a misdemeanor. 
 
(4)  Nothing in this section permits the possession of firearms illegal to possess under state or 
federal law. 
 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.070 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Concealed pistol license - Application - Fee – renewal 
 
(1)  The chief of police of a municipality or the sheriff of a county shall within thirty days after 
the filing of an application of any person, issue a license to such person to carry a pistol 
concealed on his or her person within this state for five years from date of issue, for the purposes 
of protection or while engaged in business, sport, or while traveling. However, if the applicant 
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does not have a valid permanent Washington driver’s license or Washington state identification 
card or has not been a resident of the state for the previous consecutive ninety days, the issuing 
authority shall have up to sixty days after the filing of the application to issue a license. The 
issuing authority shall not refuse to accept completed applications for concealed pistol licenses 
during regular business hours. 
 
The applicant’s constitutional right to bear arms shall not be denied, unless: 
 
(a)  He or she is ineligible to possess a firearm under the provisions of RCW 
9.41.040 or 9.41.045, or is prohibited from possessing a firearm under federal law; 
 
(b)  The applicant’s concealed pistol license is in a revoked status; 
 
(c)  He or she is under twenty-one years of age; 
 
(d)  He or she is subject to a court order or injunction regarding firearms pursuant to RCW 
9A.46.080, 10.14.080, 10.99.040, 10.99.045,26.09.050, 26.09.060, 26.10.040, 26.10.115, 26.26.1
30, 26.50.060, 26.50.070, or 26.26.590; 
 
(e)  He or she is free on bond or personal recognizance pending trial, appeal, or sentencing for a 
felony offense; 
 
(f)  He or she has an outstanding warrant for his or her arrest from any court of competent 
jurisdiction for a felony or misdemeanor; or 
 
(g)  He or she has been ordered to forfeit a firearm under RCW 9.41.098(1)(e) within one year 
before filing an application to carry a pistol concealed on his or her person. 
 
No person convicted of a felony may have his or her right to possess firearms restored or his or 
her privilege to carry a concealed pistol restored, unless the person has been granted relief from 
disabilities by the attorney general under 18 U.S.C. Sec. 925(c), or RCW 9.41.040 (3) or (4) 
applies. 
 
(2)   
 
(a)  The issuing authority shall conduct a check through the national instant criminal background 
check system, the Washington state patrol electronic database, the department of social and 
health services electronic database, and with other agencies or resources as appropriate, to 
determine whether the applicant is ineligible under RCW 9.41.040 or 9.41.045 to possess a 
firearm, or is prohibited from possessing a firearm under federal law, and therefore ineligible for 
a concealed pistol license. 
 
(b)  The issuing authority shall deny a permit to anyone who is found to be prohibited from 
possessing a firearm under federal or state law. 
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(c)  This subsection applies whether the applicant is applying for a new concealed pistol license 
or to renew a concealed pistol license. 
 
(3)  Any person whose firearms rights have been restricted and who has been granted relief from 
disabilities by the attorney general under 18 U.S.C. Sec. 925(c) or who is exempt under 18 
U.S.C. Sec. 921(a)(20)(A) shall have his or her right to acquire, receive, transfer, ship, transport, 
carry, and possess firearms in accordance with Washington state law restored except as 
otherwise prohibited by this chapter. 
 
(4)  The license application shall bear the full name, residential address, telephone number at the 
option of the applicant, date and place of birth, race, gender, description, a complete set of 
fingerprints, and signature of the licensee, and the licensee’s driver’s license number or state 
identification card number if used for identification in applying for the license. A signed 
application for a concealed pistol license shall constitute a waiver of confidentiality and written 
request that the department of social and health services, mental health institutions, and other 
health care facilities release information relevant to the applicant’s eligibility for a concealed 
pistol license to an inquiring court or law enforcement agency. 
 
The application for an original license shall include two complete sets of fingerprints to be 
forwarded to the Washington state patrol. 
 
The license and application shall contain a warning substantially as follows: 
 
CAUTION: Although state and local laws do not differ, federal law and state law on the 
possession of firearms differ. If you are prohibited by federal law from possessing a firearm, you 
may be prosecuted in federal court. A state license is not a defense to a federal prosecution. 
The license shall contain a description of the major differences between state and federal law and 
an explanation of the fact that local laws and ordinances on firearms are preempted by state law 
and must be consistent with state law. 
 
The application shall contain questions about the applicant’s eligibility under RCW 9.41.040 and 
federal law to possess a pistol, the applicant’s place of birth, and whether the applicant is a 
United States citizen. If the applicant is not a United States citizen, the applicant must provide 
the applicant’s country of citizenship, United States issued alien number or admission number, 
and the basis on which the applicant claims to be exempt from federal prohibitions on firearm 
possession by aliens. The applicant shall not be required to produce a birth certificate or other 
evidence of citizenship. A person who is not a citizen of the United States shall, if applicable, 
meet the additional requirements of RCW 9.41.173 and produce proof of compliance with RCW 
9.41.173 upon application. The license may be in triplicate or in a form to be prescribed by the 
department of licensing. 
 
The original thereof shall be delivered to the licensee, the duplicate shall within seven days be 
sent to the director of licensing and the triplicate shall be preserved for six years, by the authority 
issuing the license. 
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The department of licensing shall make available to law enforcement and corrections agencies, in 
an on-line format, all information received under this subsection. 
 
(5)  The nonrefundable fee, paid upon application, for the original five-year license shall be 
thirty-six dollars plus additional charges imposed by the federal bureau of investigation that are 
passed on to the applicant. No other state or local branch or unit of government may impose any 
additional charges on the applicant for the issuance of the license. 
 
The fee shall be distributed as follows: 
 
(a)  Fifteen dollars shall be paid to the state general fund; 
 
(b)  Four dollars shall be paid to the agency taking the fingerprints of the person licensed; 
 
(c)  Fourteen dollars shall be paid to the issuing authority for the purpose of enforcing this 
chapter; and 
 
(d)  Three dollars to the firearms range account in the general fund. 
 
(6)  The nonrefundable fee for the renewal of such license shall be thirty-two dollars. No other 
branch or unit of government may impose any additional charges on the applicant for the 
renewal of the license. 
 
The renewal fee shall be distributed as follows: 
 
(a)  Fifteen dollars shall be paid to the state general fund; 
 
(b)  Fourteen dollars shall be paid to the issuing authority for the purpose of enforcing this 
chapter; and 
 
(c)  Three dollars to the firearms range account in the general fund. 
 
(7)  The nonrefundable fee for replacement of lost or damaged licenses is ten dollars to be paid to 
the issuing authority. 
 
(8)  Payment shall be by cash, check, or money order at the option of the applicant. Additional 
methods of payment may be allowed at the option of the issuing authority. 
 
(9)  A licensee may renew a license if the licensee applies for renewal within ninety days before 
or after the expiration date of the license. A license so renewed shall take effect on the expiration 
date of the prior license. A licensee renewing after the expiration date of the license must pay a 
late renewal penalty of ten dollars in addition to the renewal fee specified in subsection (6) of 
this section. The fee shall be distributed as follows: 
 
(a)  Three dollars shall be deposited in the state wildlife account and used exclusively first for the 
printing and distribution of a pamphlet on the legal limits of the use of firearms, firearms safety, 
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and the preemptive nature of state law, and subsequently the support of volunteer instructors in 
the basic firearms safety training program conducted by the department of fish and wildlife. The 
pamphlet shall be given to each applicant for a license; and 
 
(b)  Seven dollars shall be paid to the issuing authority for the purpose of enforcing this chapter. 
 
(10)  Notwithstanding the requirements of subsections (1) through (9) of this section, the chief of 
police of the municipality or the sheriff of the county of the applicant’s residence may issue a 
temporary emergency license for good cause pending review under subsection (1) of this section. 
However, a temporary emergency license issued under this subsection shall not exempt the 
holder of the license from any records check requirement. Temporary emergency licenses shall 
be easily distinguishable from regular licenses. 
 
(11)  A political subdivision of the state shall not modify the requirements of this section or 
chapter, nor may a political subdivision ask the applicant to voluntarily submit any information 
not required by this section. 
 
(12)  A person who knowingly makes a false statement regarding citizenship or identity on an 
application for a concealed pistol license is guilty of false swearing under RCW 9A.72.040. In 
addition to any other penalty provided for by law, the concealed pistol license of a person who 
knowingly makes a false statement shall be revoked, and the person shall be permanently 
ineligible for a concealed pistol license. 
 
(13)  A person may apply for a concealed pistol license: 
 
(a)  To the municipality or to the county in which the applicant resides if the applicant resides in 
a municipality; 
 
(b)  To the county in which the applicant resides if the applicant resides in an unincorporated 
area; or 
 
(c)  Anywhere in the state if the applicant is a nonresident. 
 
(14)  Any person who, as a member of the armed forces, including the national guard and armed 
forces reserves, is unable to renew his or her license under subsections (6) and (9) of this section 
because of the person’s assignment, reassignment, or deployment for out-of-state military service 
may renew his or her license within ninety days after the person returns to this state from out-of-
state military service, if the person provides the following to the issuing authority no later than 
ninety days after the person’s date of discharge or assignment, reassignment, or deployment back 
to this state: (a) A copy of the person’s original order designating the specific period of 
assignment, reassignment, or deployment for out-of-state military service, and (b) if appropriate, 
a copy of the person’s discharge or amended or subsequent assignment, reassignment, or 
deployment order back to this state. A license so renewed under this subsection (14) shall take 
effect on the expiration date of the prior license. A licensee renewing after the expiration date of 
the license under this subsection (14) shall pay only the renewal fee specified in subsection (6) of 
this section and shall not be required to pay a late renewal penalty in addition to the renewal fee. 
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Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.073 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Concealed pistol license – Reciprocity 
 
(1)   
 
(a)  A person licensed to carry a pistol in a state the laws of which recognize and give effect in 
that state to a concealed pistol license issued under the laws of the state of Washington is 
authorized to carry a concealed pistol in this state if: 
 
(i)  The licensing state does not issue concealed pistol licenses to persons under twenty-one years 
of age; and 
 
(ii)  The licensing state requires mandatory fingerprint-based background checks of criminal and 
mental health history for all persons who apply for a concealed pistol license. 
 
(b)  This section applies to a license holder from another state only while the license holder is not 
a resident of this state. A license holder from another state must carry the handgun in compliance 
with the laws of this state. 
 
(2)  The attorney general shall periodically publish a list of states the laws of which recognize 
and give effect in that state to a concealed pistol license issued under the laws of the state of 
Washington and which meet the requirements of subsection (1)(a)(i) and (ii) of this section. 
 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.171 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Alien possession of firearms -- Requirements -- Penalty 
 
It is a class C felony for any person who is not a citizen of the United States to carry or possess 
any firearm, unless the person: (1) Is a lawful permanent resident; (2) has obtained a valid alien 
firearm license pursuant to RCW 9.41.173; or (3) meets the requirements of RCW 9.41.175. 
 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.173 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Alien possession of firearms - Alien firearm license - Political subdivisions may not modify 
requirements - Penalty for false statement 
 
(1)  In order to obtain an alien firearm license, a nonimmigrant alien residing in Washington 
must apply to the sheriff of the county in which he or she resides. 
 
(2)  The sheriff of the county shall within sixty days after the filing of an application of a 
nonimmigrant alien residing in the state of Washington, issue an alien firearm license to such 
person to carry or possess a firearm for the purposes of hunting and sport shooting. The license 
shall be good for two years. The issuing authority shall not refuse to accept completed 
applications for alien firearm licenses during regular business hours. An application for a license 
may not be denied, unless the applicant’s alien firearm license is in a revoked status, or the 
applicant: 
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(a)  Is ineligible to possess a firearm under the provisions of RCW 9.41.040 or 9.41.045; 
 
(b)  Is subject to a court order or injunction regarding firearms pursuant to RCW 9A.46.080, 
10.14.080, 10.99.040, 10.99.045, 26.09.050, 26.09.060, 26.10.040, 26.10.115, 26.26.130, 
26.50.060, 26.50.070, or 26.26.590; 
 
(c)  Is free on bond or personal recognizance pending trial, appeal, or sentencing for a felony 
offense; or 
 
(d)  Has an outstanding warrant for his or her arrest from any court of competent jurisdiction for 
a felony or misdemeanor. 
 
No license application shall be granted to a nonimmigrant alien convicted of a felony unless the 
person has been granted relief from disabilities by the attorney general under 18 U.S.C. Sec. 
925(c), or unless RCW 9.41.040 (3) or (4) applies. 
 
(3)  The sheriff shall check with the national crime information center, the Washington state 
patrol electronic database, the department of social and health services electronic database, and 
with other agencies or resources as appropriate, to determine whether the applicant is ineligible 
under RCW 9.41.040 or 9.41.045 to possess a firearm. 
 
(4)  The license application shall bear the full name, residential address, telephone number at the 
option of the applicant, date and place of birth, race, gender, description, not more than two 
complete sets of fingerprints, and signature of the applicant, a copy of the applicant’s passport 
and visa showing the applicant is in the country legally, and a valid Washington hunting license 
or documentation that the applicant is a member of a sport shooting club. 
 
A signed application for an alien firearm license shall constitute a waiver of confidentiality and 
written request that the department of social and health services, mental health institutions, and 
other health care facilities release information relevant to the applicant’s eligibility for an alien 
firearm license to an inquiring court or law enforcement agency. 
The application for an original license shall include a complete set of fingerprints to be 
forwarded to the Washington state patrol. 
 
The license and application shall contain a warning substantially as follows: 
 
CAUTION: Although state and local laws do not differ, federal law and state law on the 
possession of firearms differ. If you are prohibited by federal law from possessing a firearm, you 
may be prosecuted in federal court. A state license is not a defense to a federal prosecution. 
 
The license shall contain a description of the major differences between state and federal law and 
an explanation of the fact that local laws and ordinances on firearms are preempted by state law 
and must be consistent with state law. The application shall contain questions about the 
applicant’s eligibility under RCW 9.41.040 to possess a firearm. The nonimmigrant alien 
applicant shall be required to produce a passport and visa as evidence of being in the country 
legally. 
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The license may be in triplicate or in a form to be prescribed by the department of licensing. The 
original thereof shall be delivered to the licensee, the duplicate shall within seven days be sent to 
the director of licensing and the triplicate shall be preserved for six years, by the authority 
issuing the license. 
 
The department of licensing shall make available to law enforcement and corrections agencies, in 
an online format, all information received under this section. 
 
(5)  The sheriff has the authority to collect a nonrefundable fee, paid upon application, for the 
two-year license. The fee shall be fifty dollars plus additional charges imposed by the 
Washington state patrol and the federal bureau of investigation that are passed on to the 
applicant. No other state or local branch or unit of government may impose any additional 
charges on the applicant for the issuance of the license. The fee shall be retained by the sheriff. 
 
(6)  Payment shall be by cash, check, or money order at the option of the applicant. Additional 
methods of payment may be allowed at the option of the sheriff. 
 
(7)  A political subdivision of the state shall not modify the requirements of this section, nor may 
a political subdivision ask the applicant to voluntarily submit any information not required by 
this section. 
 
(8)  A person who knowingly makes a false statement regarding citizenship or identity on an 
application for an alien firearm license is guilty of false swearing under RCW 9A.72.040. In 
addition to any other penalty provided for by law, the alien firearm license of a person who 
knowingly makes a false statement shall be revoked, and the person shall be permanently 
ineligible for an alien firearm license. 
 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.230 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Aiming or discharging firearms, dangerous weapons 
 
(1)  For conduct not amounting to a violation of chapter 9A.36 RCW, any person who: 
 
(a)  Aims any firearm, whether loaded or not, at or towards any human being; 
 
(b)  Willfully discharges any firearm, air gun, or other weapon, or throws any deadly missile in a 
public place, or in any place where any person might be endangered thereby. A public place shall 
not include any location at which firearms are authorized to be lawfully discharged; or 
 
(c)  Except as provided in RCW 9.41.185, sets a so-called trap, spring pistol, rifle, or other 
dangerous weapon, although no injury results, is guilty of a gross misdemeanor punishable under 
chapter 9A.20 RCW. 
 
(2)  If an injury results from a violation of subsection (1) of this section, the person violating 
subsection (1) of this section shall be subject to the applicable provisions of chapters 9A.32 and 
9A.36 RCW. 
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Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.270 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Weapons apparently capable of producing bodily harm - Unlawful carrying or handling - 
Penalty – Exceptions 
 
(1)  It shall be unlawful for any person to carry, exhibit, display, or draw any firearm, dagger, 
sword, knife or other cutting or stabbing instrument, club, or any other weapon apparently 
capable of producing bodily harm, in a manner, under circumstances, and at a time and place that 
either manifests an intent to intimidate another or that warrants alarm for the safety of other 
persons. 
 
(2)  Any person violating the provisions of subsection (1) above shall be guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor. If any person is convicted of a violation of subsection (1) of this section, the 
person shall lose his or her concealed pistol license, if any. The court shall send notice of the 
revocation to the department of licensing, and the city, town, or county which issued the license. 
 
(3)  Subsection (1) of this section shall not apply to or affect the following: 
 
(a)  Any act committed by a person while in his or her place of abode or fixed place of business; 
 
(b)  Any person who by virtue of his or her office or public employment is vested by law with a 
duty to preserve public safety, maintain public order, or to make arrests for offenses, while in the 
performance of such duty; 
 
(c)  Any person acting for the purpose of protecting himself or herself against the use of 
presently threatened unlawful force by another, or for the purpose of protecting another against 
the use of such unlawful force by a third person; 
 
(d)  Any person making or assisting in making a lawful arrest for the commission of a felony; or 
 
(e)  Any person engaged in military activities sponsored by the federal or state governments. 
 
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.290 (LexisNexis 2015) 
State preemption 
 
The state of Washington hereby fully occupies and preempts the entire field of firearms 
regulation within the boundaries of the state, including the registration, licensing, possession, 
purchase, sale, acquisition, transfer, discharge, and transportation of firearms, or any other 
element relating to firearms or parts thereof, including ammunition and reloader components. 
Cities, towns, and counties or other municipalities may enact only those laws and ordinances 
relating to firearms that are specifically authorized by state law, as in RCW 9.41.300, and are 
consistent with this chapter. Such local ordinances shall have the same penalty as provided for by 
state law. Local laws and ordinances that are inconsistent with, more restrictive than, or exceed 
the requirements of state law shall not be enacted and are preempted and repealed, regardless of 
the nature of the code, charter, or home rule status of such city, town, county, or municipality. 
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Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 9.41.300 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Weapons prohibited in certain places - Local laws and ordinances - Exceptions – Penalty 
 
(1)  It is unlawful for any person to enter the following places when he or she knowingly 
possesses or knowingly has under his or her control a weapon: 
 
(a)  The restricted access areas of a jail, or of a law enforcement facility, or any place used for 
the confinement of a person (i) arrested for, charged with, or convicted of an offense, (ii) held for 
extradition or as a material witness, or (iii) otherwise confined pursuant to an order of a court, 
except an order under chapter 13.32A or 13.34 RCW. Restricted access areas do not include 
common areas of egress or ingress open to the general public; 
 
(b)  Those areas in any building which are used in connection with court proceedings, including 
courtrooms, jury rooms, judge’s chambers, offices and areas used to conduct court business, 
waiting areas, and corridors adjacent to areas used in connection with court proceedings. The 
restricted areas do not include common areas of ingress and egress to the building that is used in 
connection with court proceedings, when it is possible to protect court areas without restricting 
ingress and egress to the building. The restricted areas shall be the minimum necessary to fulfill 
the objective of this subsection (1)(b). 
 
For purposes of this subsection (1)(b), “weapon” means any firearm, explosive as defined 
in RCW 70.74.010, or any weapon of the kind usually known as slung shot, sand club, or metal 
knuckles, or any knife, dagger, dirk, or other similar weapon that is capable of causing death or 
bodily injury and is commonly used with the intent to cause death or bodily injury. 
 
In addition, the local legislative authority shall provide either a stationary locked box sufficient 
in size for pistols and key to a weapon owner for weapon storage, or shall designate an official to 
receive weapons for safekeeping, during the owner’s visit to restricted areas of the building. The 
locked box or designated official shall be located within the same building used in connection 
with court proceedings. The local legislative authority shall be liable for any negligence causing 
damage to or loss of a weapon either placed in a locked box or left with an official during the 
owner’s visit to restricted areas of the building. 
 
The local judicial authority shall designate and clearly mark those areas where weapons are 
prohibited, and shall post notices at each entrance to the building of the prohibition against 
weapons in the restricted areas; 
 
(c)  The restricted access areas of a public mental health facility certified by the department of 
social and health services for inpatient hospital care and state institutions for the care of the 
mentally ill, excluding those facilities solely for evaluation and treatment. Restricted access areas 
do not include common areas of egress and ingress open to the general public; 
 
(d)  That portion of an establishment classified by the state liquor control board as off-limits to 
persons under twenty-one years of age; or 
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(e)  The restricted access areas of a commercial service airport designated in the airport security 
plan approved by the federal transportation security administration, including passenger 
screening checkpoints at or beyond the point at which a passenger initiates the screening process. 
These areas do not include airport drives, general parking areas and walkways, and shops and 
areas of the terminal that are outside the screening checkpoints and that are normally open to 
unscreened passengers or visitors to the airport. Any restricted access area shall be clearly 
indicated by prominent signs indicating that firearms and other weapons are prohibited in the 
area. 
 
(2)  Cities, towns, counties, and other municipalities may enact laws and ordinances: 
 
(a)  Restricting the discharge of firearms in any portion of their respective jurisdictions where 
there is a reasonable likelihood that humans, domestic animals, or property will be jeopardized. 
Such laws and ordinances shall not abridge the right of the individual guaranteed by Article I, 
section 24 of the state Constitution to bear arms in defense of self or others; and 
 
(b)  Restricting the possession of firearms in any stadium or convention center, operated by a 
city, town, county, or other municipality, except that such restrictions shall not apply to: 
 
(i)  Any pistol in the possession of a person licensed under RCW 9.41.070 or exempt from the 
licensing requirement by RCW 9.41.060; or 
 
(ii)  Any showing, demonstration, or lecture involving the exhibition of firearms. 
 
(3)   
 
(a)  Cities, towns, and counties may enact ordinances restricting the areas in their respective 
jurisdictions in which firearms may be sold, but, except as provided in (b) of this subsection, a 
business selling firearms may not be treated more restrictively than other businesses located 
within the same zone. An ordinance requiring the cessation of business within a zone shall not 
have a shorter grandfather period for businesses selling firearms than for any other businesses 
within the zone. 
 
(b)  Cities, towns, and counties may restrict the location of a business selling firearms to not less 
than five hundred feet from primary or secondary school grounds, if the business has a 
storefront, has hours during which it is open for business, and posts advertisements or signs 
observable to passersby that firearms are available for sale. A business selling firearms that 
exists as of the date a restriction is enacted under this subsection (3)(b) shall be grandfathered 
according to existing law. 
 
(4)  Violations of local ordinances adopted under subsection (2) of this section must have the 
same penalty as provided for by state law. 
 
(5)  The perimeter of the premises of any specific location covered by subsection (1) of this 
section shall be posted at reasonable intervals to alert the public as to the existence of any law 
restricting the possession of firearms on the premises. 
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(6)  Subsection (1) of this section does not apply to: 
 
(a)  A person engaged in military activities sponsored by the federal or state governments, while 
engaged in official duties; 
 
(b)  Law enforcement personnel, except that subsection (1)(b) of this section does apply to a law 
enforcement officer who is present at a courthouse building as a party to an action under chapter 
10.14, 10.99, or 26.50 RCW, or an action under Title 26 RCW where any party has alleged the 
existence of domestic violence as defined in RCW 26.50.010; or 
 
(c)  Security personnel while engaged in official duties. 
 
(7)  Subsection (1)(a), (b), (c), and (e) of this section does not apply to correctional personnel or 
community corrections officers, as long as they are employed as such, who have completed 
government-sponsored law enforcement firearms training, except that subsection (1)(b) of this 
section does apply to a correctional employee or community corrections officer who is present at 
a courthouse building as a party to an action under chapter 10.14, 10.99, or 26.50 RCW, or an 
action under Title 26 RCW where any party has alleged the existence of domestic violence as 
defined in RCW 26.50.010. 
 
(8)  Subsection (1)(a) of this section does not apply to a person licensed pursuant to RCW 
9.41.070 who, upon entering the place or facility, directly and promptly proceeds to the 
administrator of the facility or the administrator’s designee and obtains written permission to 
possess the firearm while on the premises or checks his or her firearm. The person may reclaim 
the firearms upon leaving but must immediately and directly depart from the place or facility. 
 
(9)  Subsection (1)(c) of this section does not apply to any administrator or employee of the 
facility or to any person who, upon entering the place or facility, directly and promptly proceeds 
to the administrator of the facility or the administrator’s designee and obtains written permission 
to possess the firearm while on the premises. 
 
(10)  Subsection (1)(d) of this section does not apply to the proprietor of the premises or his or 
her employees while engaged in their employment. 
 
(11)  Government-sponsored law enforcement firearms training must be training that correctional 
personnel and community corrections officers receive as part of their job requirement and 
reference to such training does not constitute a mandate that it be provided by the correctional 
facility. 
 
(12)  Any person violating subsection (1) of this section is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
 
(13)  “Weapon” as used in this section means any firearm, explosive as defined in RCW 
70.74.010, or instrument or weapon listed in RCW 9.41.250. 
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West Virginia 
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 7-1-3 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Jurisdiction, powers and duties 
 
The county commissions, through their clerks, shall have the custody of all deeds and other 
papers presented for record in their counties and the same shall be preserved therein, or 
otherwise disposed of as now is, or may be prescribed by law. They shall have jurisdiction in all 
matters of probate, the appointment and qualification of personal representatives, guardians, 
committees, curators and the settlement of their accounts and in all matters relating to 
apprentices. They shall also, under the rules as now are or may be prescribed by law, have the 
superintendence and administration of the internal police and fiscal affairs of their counties, 
including the establishment and regulation of roads, ways, streets, avenues, drives and the like, 
and the naming or renaming thereof, in cooperation with local postal authorities, the division of 
highways and the directors of county emergency communications centers, to assure uniform, 
nonduplicative conversion of all rural routes to city-type addressing on a permanent basis, 
bridges, public landings, ferries and mills, with authority to lay and disburse the county levies. 
They shall, in all cases of contest, judge of the election, qualification and returns of their own 
members, and of all county and district officers, subject to appeal as prescribed by law. The 
tribunals as have been heretofore established by the Legislature under and by virtue of section 
thirty-four, article VIII of the constitution of one thousand eight hundred seventy-two, for police 
and fiscal purposes, shall, until otherwise provided by law, remain and continue as at present 
constituted in the counties in which they have been respectively established, and shall be and act 
as to police and fiscal matters in lieu of the county commission herein mentioned, until otherwise 
provided by law. And until otherwise provided by law, the clerk as is mentioned in section 
twenty-six of said article, as amended, shall exercise any powers and discharge any duties 
heretofore conferred on, or required of, any court or tribunal established for judicial purposes 
under said section, or the clerk of the court or tribunal, respectively, respecting the recording and 
preservation of deeds and other papers presented for record, matters of probate, the appointment 
and qualification of personal representatives, guardians, committees, curators and the settlement 
of their accounts and in all matters relating to apprentices. The county commission may not limit 
the right of any person to purchase, possess, transfer, own, carry, transport, sell or store any 
revolver, pistol, rifle or shotgun or any ammunition or ammunition components to be used 
therewith nor to so regulate the keeping of gunpowder so as to, directly or indirectly, prohibit the 
ownership of the ammunition: Provided, That no provision in this section may be construed to 
limit the authority of a county to restrict the commercial use of real estate in designated areas 
through planning or zoning ordinances. 
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 8-12-5 (LexisNexis 2015)  
General powers of every municipality and the governing body thereof 
 
In addition to the powers and authority granted by: (i) The Constitution of this state; (ii) other 
provisions of this chapter; (iii) other general law; and (iv) any charter, and to the extent not 
inconsistent or in conflict with any of the foregoing except special legislative charters, every 
municipality and the governing body thereof shall have plenary power and authority therein by 
ordinance or resolution, as the case may require, and by appropriate action based thereon: 
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*** 
 
(4) To regulate the use of streets, avenues, roads, alleys, ways, sidewalks, crosswalks and public 
places belonging to the municipality, including the naming or renaming thereof, and to consult 
with local postal authorities, the Division of Highways and the directors of county emergency 
communications centers to assure uniform, nonduplicative addressing on a permanent basis; 
 
*** 
 
(13) To prevent injury or annoyance to the public or individuals from anything dangerous, 
offensive or unwholesome; 
 
*** 
 
(16) To arrest, convict and punish any individual for carrying about his or her person any 
revolver or other pistol, dirk, bowie knife, razor, slingshot, billy, metallic or other false knuckles 
or any other dangerous or other deadly weapon of like kind or character: Provided, That with 
respect to any firearm a municipality may only arrest, convict and punish someone if they are in 
violation of an ordinance authorized by subsection five-a of this article, a state law proscribing 
certain conduct with a firearm or applicable federal law; 
 
*** 
 
(23) To provide for the elimination of hazards to public health and safety and to abate or cause to 
be abated anything which in the opinion of a majority of the governing body is a public nuisance; 
 
*** 
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 8-12-5a (LexisNexis 2015)  
Limitations upon municipalities' power to restrict the purchase, possession, transfer, 
ownership, carrying, transport, sale and storage of certain weapons and ammunition 
 
(a) Except as provided by the provisions of this section and the provisions of section five of this 
article, neither a municipality nor the governing body of any municipality may, by ordinance or 
otherwise, limit the right of any person to purchase, possess, transfer, own, carry, transport, sell 
or store any revolver, pistol, rifle or shotgun or any ammunition or ammunition components to 
be used therewith nor to so regulate the keeping of gunpowder so as to directly or indirectly 
prohibit the ownership of the ammunition in any manner inconsistent with or in conflict with 
state law. 
 
(b) For the purposes of this section: 
 
(1) "Municipally owned or operated building" means any building that is used for the business of 
the municipality, such as a courthouse, city hall, convention center, administrative building or 
other similar municipal building used for a municipal purpose permitted by state law: Provided, 
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That "municipally owned or operated building" does not include a building owned by a 
municipality that is leased to a private entity where the municipality primarily serves as a 
property owner receiving rental payments. 
 
*** 
 
(2) A municipality may enact and enforce an ordinance or ordinances that prohibit a person from 
carrying or possessing a firearm openly or that is not lawfully concealed in a municipally owned 
recreation facility: Provided, That a municipality may not prohibit a person with a valid 
concealed handgun permit from carrying an otherwise lawfully possessed firearm into a 
municipally owned recreation facility and securely storing the firearm out of view and access to 
others during their time at the municipally owned recreation facility. 
 
(3) A person may keep an otherwise lawfully possessed firearm in a motor vehicle in municipal 
public parking facilities if the vehicle is locked and the firearm is out of view. 
  
(4) A municipality may not prohibit or regulate the carrying or possessing of a firearm on 
municipally owned or operated property other than municipally owned or operated buildings and 
municipally owned recreation facilities pursuant to subdivisions (1) and (2) of this section: 
Provided, That a municipality may prohibit persons who do not have a valid concealed handgun 
license from carrying or possessing a firearm on municipally owned or operated property. 
 
(d) It shall be an absolute defense to an action for an alleged violation of an ordinance authorized 
by this section prohibiting or regulating the possession of a firearm that the person: 
(1) Upon being requested to do so, left the premises with the firearm or temporarily relinquished 
the firearm in response to being informed that his or her possession of the firearm was contrary 
to municipal ordinance; and (2) but for the municipal ordinance the person was lawfully in 
possession of the firearm. 
 
(e) Any municipality that enacts an ordinance regulating or prohibiting the carrying or 
possessing of a firearm pursuant to subsection (c) of this section shall prominently post a clear 
statement at each entrance to all applicable municipally owned or operated buildings or 
municipally owned recreation facilities setting forth the terms of the regulation or prohibition. 
 
(f) Redress for an alleged violation of this section may be sought through the provisions of 
chapter fifty-three of this code, which may include the awarding of reasonable attorneys fees and 
costs. 
 
(g) Upon the effective date of this section, section fourteen, article seven, chapter sixty-one of 
this code is inapplicable to municipalities. For the purposes of that section, municipalities may 
not be considered a person charged with the care, custody and control of real property. 
 
(h) This section does not: 
 
(1) Impair the authority of any municipality, or the governing body thereof, to enact any 
ordinance or resolution respecting the power to arrest, convict and punish any individual under 
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the provisions of subdivision (16), section five of this article or from enforcing any such 
ordinance or resolution; 
 
(2) Authorize municipalities to restrict the carrying or possessing of firearms, which are 
otherwise lawfully possessed, on public streets and sidewalks of the municipality: Provided, That 
whenever pedestrian or vehicular traffic is prohibited in an area of a municipality for the purpose 
of a temporary event of limited duration, not to exceed fourteen days, which is authorized by a 
municipality, a municipality may prohibit persons who do not have a valid concealed handgun 
license from possessing a firearm in the area where the event is held; or 
 
(3) Limit the authority of a municipality to restrict the commercial use of real estate in 
designated areas through planning or zoning ordinances. Note: WV Code updated with 
legislation passed through the 2015 Regular Session 
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 61-6-19 (LexisNexis 2015) 
Willful disruption of governmental processes; offenses occurring State Capital Complex; 
penalties 
 
(a)  If any person willfully interrupts or molests the orderly and peaceful process of any 
department, division, agency or branch of state government or of its political subdivisions, he or 
she is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not more than $100, 
or confined in jail not more than six months, or both fined and confined: Provided, That any 
assembly in a peaceable, lawful and orderly manner for a redress of grievances shall not be a 
violation of this section. 
 
(b)  It is unlawful for any person to bring upon the State Capitol Complex any weapon as defined 
in section two, article seven of this chapter: Provided, That a person who holds a valid, current 
concealed weapons permit issued by a sheriff of this state or the appropriate authority of another 
jurisdiction may keep a firearm in his or her motor vehicle upon the State Capitol Complex if the 
vehicle is locked and the weapon is out of normal view. It is unlawful for any person to willfully 
deface any trees, wall, floor, stairs, ceiling, column, statue, monument, structure, surface, 
artwork or adornment in the State Capitol Complex. It is unlawful for any person or persons to 
willfully block or otherwise willfully obstruct any public access, stair or elevator in the State 
Capitol Complex after being asked by a law-enforcement officer acting in his or her official 
capacity to desist: Provided, That, in order to preserve the constitutional right of the people to 
assemble, it is not willful blocking or willful obstruction for persons gathered in a group or 
crowd if the persons move to the side or part to allow other persons to pass by the group or 
crowd to gain ingress or egress: Provided, however, That this subsection does not apply to a law-
enforcement officer acting in his or her official capacity. 
 
Any person who violates this subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction 
thereof, shall be fined not less than $100 or confined in jail not more than six months, or both. 
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 61-7-4 (LexisNexis 2015)  
License to carry deadly weapons; how obtained 
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(a) Except as provided in subsection (h) of this section, any person desiring to obtain a state 
license to carry a concealed deadly weapon shall apply to the sheriff of his or her county for the 
license, and pay to the sheriff, at the time of application, a fee of $75, of which $15 of that 
amount shall be deposited in the Courthouse Facilities Improvement Fund created by section six, 
article twenty-six, chapter twenty-nine of this code. Concealed weapons permits may only be 
issued for pistols or revolvers. Each applicant shall file with the sheriff a complete application, as 
prepared by the Superintendent of the West Virginia State Police, in writing, duly verified, which 
sets forth only the following licensing requirements:  
 
(1) The applicant's full name, date of birth, Social Security number, a description of the 
applicant's physical features, the applicant's place of birth, the applicant's country of citizenship 
and, if the applicant is not a United States citizen, any alien or admission number issued by the 
United States Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, and any basis, if applicable, for 
an exception to the prohibitions of 18 U. S. C. § 922(g)(5)(B);  
 
(2) That, on the date the application is made, the applicant is a bona fide resident of this state and 
of the county in which the application is made and has a valid driver's license or other state-
issued photo identification showing the residence;  
 
(3) That the applicant is twenty-one years of age or older: Provided, That any individual who is 
less than twenty-one years of age and possesses a properly issued concealed weapons license as 
of the effective date of this article shall be licensed to maintain his or her concealed weapons 
license notwithstanding the provisions of this section requiring new applicants to be at least 
twenty-one years of age: Provided, however, That upon a showing of any applicant who is 
eighteen years of age or older that he or she is required to carry a concealed weapon as a 
condition for employment, and presents satisfactory proof to the sheriff thereof, then he or she 
shall be issued a license upon meeting all other conditions of this section. Upon discontinuance 
of employment that requires the concealed weapons license, if the individual issued the license is 
not yet twenty-one years of age, then the individual issued the license is no longer eligible and 
must return his or her license to the issuing sheriff;  
  
(4) That the applicant is not addicted to alcohol, a controlled substance or a drug and is not an 
unlawful user thereof as evidenced by either of the following within the three years immediately 
prior to the application:  
  
(A) Residential or court-ordered treatment for alcoholism or alcohol detoxification or drug 
treatment; or  
  
(B) Two or more convictions for driving while under the influence or driving while impaired;  
 
(5) That the applicant has not been convicted of a felony unless the conviction has been 
expunged or set aside or the applicant's civil rights have been restored or the applicant has been 
unconditionally pardoned for the offense;  
 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-662 

(6) That the applicant has not been convicted of a misdemeanor crime of violence other than an 
offense set forth in subsection (7) of this section in the five years immediately preceding the 
application; 
 
(7) That the applicant has not been convicted of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence as 
defined in 18 U. S. C. § 921(a)(33), or a misdemeanor offense of assault or battery either under 
the provisions of section twenty-eight, article two of this chapter or the provisions of subsection 
(b) or (c), section nine, article two of this chapter in which the victim was a current or former 
spouse, current or former sexual or intimate partner, person with whom the defendant cohabits or 
has cohabited, a parent or guardian, the defendant's child or ward or a member of the defendant's 
household at the time of the offense, or a misdemeanor offense with similar essential elements in 
a jurisdiction other than this state;  
 
(8) That the applicant is not under indictment for a felony offense or is not currently serving a 
sentence of confinement, parole, probation or other court-ordered supervision imposed by a court 
of any jurisdiction or is the subject of an emergency or temporary domestic violence protective 
order or is the subject of a final domestic violence protective order entered by a court of any 
jurisdiction; 
 
 (9) That the applicant has not been adjudicated to be mentally incompetent or involuntarily 
committed to a mental institution. If the applicant has been adjudicated mentally incompetent or 
involuntarily committed the applicant must provide a court order reflecting that the applicant is 
no longer under such disability and the applicant's right to possess or receive a firearm has been 
restored; 
 
(10) That the applicant is not prohibited under the provisions of section seven of this article or 
federal law, including 18 U.S.C. § 922(g) or (n), from receiving, possessing or transporting a 
firearm; 
 
(11) That the applicant has qualified under the minimum requirements set forth in subsection (d) 
of this section for handling and firing the weapon: Provided, That this requirement shall be 
waived in the case of a renewal applicant who has previously qualified; and  
 
(12) That the applicant authorizes the sheriff of the county, or his or her designee, to conduct an 
investigation relative to the information contained in the application.  
 
(b) For both initial and renewal applications, the sheriff shall conduct an investigation including 
a nationwide criminal background check consisting of inquiries of the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System, the West Virginia criminal history record responses and the National 
Interstate Identification Index and shall review the information received in order to verify that 
the information required in subsection (a) of this section is true and correct. A license may not be 
issued unless the issuing sheriff has verified through the National Instant Criminal Background 
Check System that the information available to him or her does not indicate that receipt or 
possession of a firearm by the applicant would be in violation of the provisions of section seven 
of this article or federal law, including 18 U.S.C. § 922(g) or (n).  
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(c) Sixty dollars of the application fee and any fees for replacement of lost or stolen licenses 
received by the sheriff shall be deposited by the sheriff into a concealed weapons license 
administration fund. The fund shall be administered by the sheriff and shall take the form of an 
interest-bearing account with any interest earned to be compounded to the fund. Any funds 
deposited in this concealed weapon license administration fund are to be expended by the sheriff 
to pay the costs associated with issuing concealed weapons licenses. Any surplus in the fund on 
hand at the end of each fiscal year may be expended for other law-enforcement purposes or 
operating needs of the sheriff's office, as the sheriff considers appropriate.  
  
(d) All persons applying for a license must complete a training course in handling and firing a 
handgun. The successful completion of any of the following courses fulfills this training 
requirement: 
 
(1) Any official National Rifle Association handgun safety or training course;  
 
(2) Any handgun safety or training course or class available to the general public offered by an 
official law-enforcement organization, community college, junior college, college or private or 
public institution or organization or handgun training school utilizing instructors certified by the 
institution; 
 
(3) Any handgun training or safety course or class conducted by a handgun instructor certified as 
such by the state or by the National Rifle Association;  
 
(4) Any handgun training or safety course or class conducted by any branch of the United States 
Military, Reserve or National Guard or proof of other handgun qualification received while 
serving in any branch of the United States Military, Reserve or National Guard. 
 
A photocopy of a certificate of completion of any of the courses or classes or an affidavit from 
the instructor, school, club, organization or group that conducted or taught the course or class 
attesting to the successful completion of the course or class by the applicant or a copy of any 
document which shows successful completion of the course or class is evidence of qualification 
under this section.  
 
(e) All concealed weapons license applications must be notarized by a notary public duly 
licensed under article four, chapter twenty-nine of this code. Falsification of any portion of the 
application constitutes false swearing and is punishable under the provisions of section two, 
article five, chapter sixty-one of this code.  
 
(f) The sheriff shall issue a license unless he or she determines that the application is incomplete, 
that it contains statements that are materially false or incorrect or that applicant otherwise does 
not meet the requirements set forth in this section. The sheriff shall issue, reissue or deny the 
license within forty- five days after the application is filed if all required background checks 
authorized by this section are completed.  
 
(g) Before any approved license is issued or is effective, the applicant shall pay to the sheriff a 
fee in the amount of $25 which the sheriff shall forward to the Superintendent of the West 
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Virginia State Police within thirty days of receipt. The license is valid for five years throughout 
the state, unless sooner revoked.  
 
(h) Each license shall contain the full name and address of the licensee and a space upon which 
the signature of the licensee shall be signed with pen and ink. The issuing sheriff shall sign and 
attach his or her seal to all license cards. The sheriff shall provide to each new licensee a 
duplicate license card, in size similar to other state identification cards and licenses, suitable for 
carrying in a wallet, and the license card is considered a license for the purposes of this section. 
 
(i) The Superintendent of the West Virginia State Police shall prepare uniform applications for 
licenses and license cards showing that the license has been granted and shall do any other act 
required to be done to protect the state and see to the enforcement of this section. 
 
(j) If an application is denied, the specific reasons for the denial shall be stated by the sheriff 
denying the application. Any person denied a license may file, in the circuit court of the county 
in which the application was made, a petition seeking review of the denial. The petition shall be 
filed within thirty days of the denial. The court shall then determine whether the applicant is 
entitled to the issuance of a license under the criteria set forth in this section. The applicant may 
be represented by counsel, but in no case is the court required to appoint counsel for an 
applicant. The final order of the court shall include the court's findings of fact and conclusions of 
law. If the final order upholds the denial, the applicant may file an appeal in accordance with the 
Rules of Appellate Procedure of the Supreme Court of Appeals. If the findings of fact and 
conclusions of law of the court fail to uphold the denial, the applicant may be entitled to 
reasonable costs and attorney's fees, payable by the sheriff's office which issued the denial.  
 
(k) If a license is lost or destroyed, the person to whom the license was issued may obtain a 
duplicate or substitute license for a fee of $5 by filing a notarized statement with the sheriff 
indicating that the license has been lost or destroyed.  
 
(l) Whenever any person after applying for and receiving a concealed handgun license moves 
from the address named in the application to another county within the state, the license remains 
valid for the remainder of the five years unless the sheriff of the new county has determined that 
the person is no longer eligible for a concealed deadly weapon license under this article, and the 
sheriff shall issue a new license bearing the person's new address and the original expiration date 
for a fee not to exceed $5: Provided, That the licensee within twenty days thereafter notifies the 
sheriff in the new county of residence in writing of the old and new addresses.  
 
(m) The sheriff shall, immediately after the license is granted as aforesaid, furnish the 
Superintendent of the West Virginia State Police a certified copy of the approved application. 
The sheriff shall furnish to the Superintendent of the West Virginia State Police at any time so 
requested a certified list of all licenses issued in the county. The Superintendent of the West 
Virginia State Police shall maintain a registry of all persons who have been issued concealed 
weapons licenses.  
 
(n) The sheriff shall deny any application or revoke any existing license upon determination that 
any of the licensing application requirements established in this section have been violated by the 
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licensee.  
 
(o) A person who is engaged in the receipt, review or in the issuance or revocation of a 
concealed weapon license does not incur any civil liability as the result of the lawful 
performance of his or her duties under this article.  
  
(p) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, with respect to application 
by a former law-enforcement officer honorably retired from agencies governed by article 
fourteen, chapter seven of this code; article fourteen, chapter eight of this code; article two, 
chapter fifteen of this code; and article seven, chapter twenty of this code, an honorably retired 
officer is exempt from payment of fees and costs as otherwise required by this section. All other 
application and background check requirements set forth in this shall be applicable to these 
applicants. 
 
(q) Information collected under this section, including applications, supporting documents, 
permits, renewals, or any other information that would identify an applicant for or holder of a 
concealed weapon permit, is confidential: Provided: That such information may be disclosed to a 
law enforcement agency or officer: (i) To determine the validity of a permit; (ii) to assist in a 
criminal investigation or prosecution; or (iii) for other lawful law-enforcement purposes. A 
person who violates this subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, 
shall be fined not less than $50 or more than $200 for each offense.  
 
(r) Except as restricted or prohibited by the provisions of this article or as otherwise prohibited 
by law, the issuance of a concealed weapon permit issued in accordance with the provisions of 
this section authorizes the holder of the permit to carry a concealed pistol or revolver on the 
lands or waters of this state. 
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 61-7-6 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Exceptions as to prohibitions against carrying concealed handguns; exemptions from 
licensing fees 
 
(a) The licensure provisions set forth in this article do not apply to: 
 
(1) Any person:  
 
(A) Carrying a deadly weapon upon his or her own premises;  
 
(B) Carrying a firearm, unloaded, from the place of purchase to his or her home, residence or 
place of business or to a place of repair and back to his or her home, residence or place of 
business; or  
 
(C) Possessing a firearm while hunting in a lawful manner or while traveling from his or her 
home, residence or place of business to a hunting site and returning to his or her home, residence 
or place of business;  
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(2) Any person who is a member of a properly organized target-shooting club authorized by law 
to obtain firearms by purchase or requisition from this state or from the United States for the 
purpose of target practice from carrying any pistol, as defined in this article, unloaded, from his 
or her home, residence or place of business to a place of target practice and from any place of 
target practice back to his or her home, residence or place of business, for using any such 
weapon at a place of target practice in training and improving his or her skill in the use of the 
weapons; 
 
(3) Any law-enforcement officer or law-enforcement official as defined in section one, article 
twenty-nine, chapter thirty of this code;  
 
(4) Any employee of the West Virginia Division of Corrections duly appointed pursuant to the 
provisions of section eleven-c, article one, chapter twenty-five of this code while the employee is 
on duty;  
 
(5) Any member of the armed forces of the United States or the militia of this state while the 
member is on duty;  
 
(6) Any resident of another state who holds a valid permit or license to possess or carry a 
handgun issued by a state or a political subdivision subject to the provisions and limitations set 
forth in section six-a of this article;  
 
(7) Any federal law-enforcement officer or federal police officer authorized to carry a weapon in 
the performance of the officer's duty; and  
 
(8) Any parole officer appointed pursuant to section fourteen, article twelve, chapter sixty-two of 
this code in the performance of their duties.  
 
(b) On and after July 1, 2013, the following judicial officers and prosecutors and staff shall be 
exempted from paying any application fees or licensure fees required under this article. 
However, on and after that same date, they shall be required to make application and satisfy all 
licensure and handgun safety and training requirements set forth in section four of this article 
before carrying a concealed handgun in this state:  
 
(1) Any justice of the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia;  
 
(2) Any circuit judge;  
 
(3) Any retired justice or retired circuit judge designated senior status by the Supreme Court of  
   Appeals of West Virginia;  
 
(4) Any family court judge;  
 
(5) Any magistrate;  
 
(6) Any prosecuting attorney;   
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 (7) Any assistant prosecuting attorney; or  
 
 (8) Any duly appointed investigator employed by a prosecuting attorney.  
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 61-7-6a (LexisNexis 2015)  
Reciprocity and recognition; out-of-state concealed handgun permits 
 
(a) A valid out-of-state permit or license to possess or carry a handgun is valid in this state for 
the carrying of a concealed handgun, if the following conditions are met: 
 
(1) The permit or license holder is twenty-one years of age or older; 
 
(2) The permit or license is in his or her immediate possession; 
 
(3) The permit or license holder is not a resident of the State of West Virginia; and 
 
(4) The Attorney General has been notified by the Governor of the other state that the other state 
allows residents of West Virginia who are licensed in West Virginia to carry a concealed 
handgun to carry a concealed handgun in that state or the Attorney General has entered into a 
written reciprocity agreement with the appropriate official of the other state whereby the state 
agrees to honor West Virginia concealed handgun licenses in return for same treatment in this 
state. 
  
(b) A holder of a valid permit or license from another state who is authorized to carry a 
concealed handgun in this state pursuant to provisions of this section is subject to the same laws 
and restrictions with respect to carrying a concealed handgun as a resident of West Virginia who 
is so permitted and must carry the concealed handgun in compliance with the laws of this state. 
 
(c) A license or permit from another state is not valid in this state if the holder is or becomes 
prohibited by law from possessing a firearm. 
 
(d) The West Virginia Attorney General shall seek to obtain recognition of West Virginia 
concealed handgun licenses and enter into and execute reciprocity agreements on behalf of the 
State of West Virginia with states for the recognition of concealed handgun permits issued 
pursuant to this article. 
 
(e) The West Virginia State Police shall maintain a registry of states with which the State of 
West Virginia has entered into reciprocity agreements or which recognize West Virginia 
concealed handgun licenses on the criminal information network and make the registry available 
to law-enforcement officers for investigative purposes. 
 
(f) Every twelve months after the effective date of this section, the West Virginia Attorney 
General shall make written inquiry of the concealed handgun licensing or permitting authorities 
in each other state as to: (i) Whether a West Virginia resident may carry a concealed handgun in 
their state based upon having a valid West Virginia concealed handgun permit; and (ii) whether a 
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West Virginia resident may carry a concealed handgun in that state based upon having a valid 
West Virginia concealed handgun permit, pursuant to the laws of that state or by the execution of 
a valid reciprocity agreement between the states. 
 
(g) The West Virginia State Police shall make available to the public a list of states which have 
entered into reciprocity agreements with the State of West Virginia or that allow residents of 
West Virginia who are licensed in West Virginia to carry a concealed handgun to carry a 
concealed handgun in that state. 
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 61-7-11 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Brandishing deadly weapons; threatening or causing breach of the peace; criminal 
penalties 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person armed with a firearm or other deadly weapon, whether 
licensed to carry the same or not, to carry, brandish or use such weapon in a way or manner to 
cause, or threaten, a breach of the peace. Any person violating this section shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than fifty nor more than one 
thousand dollars, or shall be confined in the county jail not less than ninety days nor more than 
one year, or both. 
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 61-7-12 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Wanton endangerment involving a firearm  
 
Any person who wantonly performs any act with a firearm which creates a substantial risk of 
death or serious bodily injury to another shall be guilty of a felony, and, upon conviction thereof, 
shall be confined in the penitentiary for a definite term of years of not less than one year nor 
more than five years, or, in the discretion of the court, confined in the county jail for not more 
than one year, or fined not less than two hundred fifty dollars nor more than two thousand five 
hundred dollars, or both. 
 
For purposes of this section, the term "firearm" shall have the same meaning ascribed to such 
term as set forth in section two of this article. 
 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 61-7-14 (LexisNexis 2015)  
Right of certain persons to limit possession of firearms on premises 
 
Notwithstanding the provisions of this article, any owner, lessee or other person charged with the 
care, custody and control of real property may prohibit the carrying openly or concealed of any 
firearm or deadly weapon on property under his or her domain: Provided, That for purposes of 
this section "person" means an individual or any entity which may acquire title to real property. 
 
Any person carrying or possessing a firearm or other deadly weapon on the property of another 
who refuses to temporarily relinquish possession of such firearm or other deadly weapon, upon 
being requested to do so, or to leave such premises, while in possession of such firearm or other 
deadly weapon, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined 
not more than one thousand dollars or confined in the county jail not more than six months, or 

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-669

both: Provided, That the provisions of this section shall not apply to those persons set forth in 
subsections (3) through (6) of section six of this code while such persons are acting in an official 
capacity: Provided, however, That under no circumstances may any person possess or carry or 
cause the possession or carrying of any firearm or other deadly weapon on the premises of any 
primary or secondary educational facility in this state unless such person is a law-enforcement 
officer or he or she has the express written permission of the county school superintendent.  
 
Wisconsin 
 
Wis. Stat. § 66.0409 (2015) 
Local Regulation of Firearms 
 
(1)  In this section: 
 
(a)  “Firearm” has the meaning given in s. 167.31 (1) (c). 
 
(b)  “Political subdivision” means a city, village, town or county. 
 
(c)  “Sport shooting range” means an area designed and operated for the practice of weapons 
used in hunting, skeet shooting and similar sport shooting. 
 
(2)  Except as provided in subs. (3) and (4), no political subdivision may enact an ordinance or 
adopt a resolution that regulates the sale, purchase, purchase delay, transfer, ownership, use, 
keeping, possession, bearing, transportation, licensing, permitting, registration or taxation of any 
firearm or part of a firearm, including ammunition and reloader components, unless the 
ordinance or resolution is the same as or similar to, and no more stringent than, a state statute. 
 
(3)   
 
(a)  Nothing in this section prohibits a county from imposing a sales tax or use tax under subch. 
V of ch. 77 on any firearm or part of a firearm, including ammunition and reloader components, 
sold in the county. 
 
(b)  Nothing in this section prohibits a city, village or town that is authorized to exercise village 
powers under s. 60.22 (3) from enacting an ordinance or adopting a resolution that restricts the 
discharge of a firearm. Any ordinance or resolution that restricts the discharge of a firearm does 
not apply and may not be enforced if the actors conduct is justified or, had it been subject to a 
criminal penalty, would have been subject to a defense described in s. 939.45. 
 
(4)   
 
(a)  Nothing in this section prohibits a political subdivision from continuing to enforce an 
ordinance or resolution that is in effect on November 18, 1995, and that regulates the sale, 
purchase, transfer, ownership, use, keeping, possession, bearing, transportation, licensing, 
permitting, registration or taxation of any firearm or part of a firearm, including ammunition and 
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reloader components, if the ordinance or resolution is the same as or similar to, and no more 
stringent than, a state statute. 
 
(am)  Nothing in this section prohibits a political subdivision from continuing to enforce until 
November 30, 1998, an ordinance or resolution that is in effect on November 18, 1995, and that 
requires a waiting period of not more than 7 days for the purchase of a handgun. 
 
(b)  If a political subdivision has in effect on November 17, 1995, an ordinance or resolution that 
regulates the sale, purchase, transfer, ownership, use, keeping, possession, bearing, 
transportation, licensing, permitting, registration or taxation of any firearm or part of a firearm, 
including ammunition and reloader components, and the ordinance or resolution is not the same 
as or similar to a state statute, the ordinance or resolution shall have no legal effect and the 
political subdivision may not enforce the ordinance or resolution on or after November 18, 1995. 
 
(c)  Nothing in this section prohibits a political subdivision from enacting and enforcing a zoning 
ordinance that regulates the new construction of a sport shooting range or when the expansion of 
an existing sport shooting range would impact public health and safety. 
 
(5)  A county ordinance that is enacted or a county resolution that is adopted by a county under 
sub. (2) or a county ordinance or resolution that remains in effect under sub. (4) (a) or (am) 
applies only in those towns in the county that have not enacted an ordinance or adopted a 
resolution under sub. (2) or that continue to enforce an ordinance or resolution under sub. (4) (a) 
or (am), except that this subsection does not apply to a sales or use tax that is imposed under 
subch. V of ch. 77. 
 
(6)  Unless other facts and circumstances that indicate a criminal or malicious intent on the part 
of the person apply, no person may be in violation of, or be charged with a violation of, an 
ordinance of a political subdivision relating to disorderly conduct or other inappropriate behavior 
for loading, carrying, or going armed with a firearm, without regard to whether the firearm is 
loaded or is concealed or openly carried. Any ordinance in violation of this subsection does not 
apply and may not be enforced.  
 
Wis. Stat. § 175.60 (2015) 
License to carry a concealed weapon 
 
(1)  DEFINITIONS. In this section: 
 
(ac) “Background check” means the searches the department conducts under sub. (9g) to 
determine a persons eligibility for a license to carry a concealed weapon. 
 
(ag)  “Carry” means to go armed with. 
 
(b)  “Department” means the department of justice. 
 
(bm)  “Handgun” means any weapon designed or redesigned, or made or remade, and intended 
to be fired while held in one hand and to use the energy of an explosive to expel a projectile 
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through a smooth or rifled bore. “Handgun” does not include a machine gun, as defined in s. 
941.27 (1), a short-barreled rifle, as defined in s. 941.28 (1) (b), or a short-barreled shotgun, as 
defined in s. 941.28 (1) (c). 
 
(bv)  “Law enforcement agency” does not include the department. 
 
(c)  “Law enforcement officer” has the meaning given in s. 165.85 (2) (c). 
 
(d)  “Licensee” means an individual holding a valid license to carry a concealed weapon issued 
under this section. 
 
(e)  “Motor vehicle” has the meaning given in s. 340.01 (35). 
 
(f)  “Out-of-state license” means a valid permit, license, approval, or other authorization issued 
by another state if all of the following apply: 
 
1.  The permit, license, approval, or other authorization is for the carrying of a concealed 
weapon. 
 
2.  The state is listed in the rule promulgated by the department under s. 165.25 (16) and, if that 
state does not require a background search for the permit, license, approval, or authorization, the 
permit, license, approval, or authorization designates that the holder chose to submit to a 
background search. 
 
(g)  “Out-of-state licensee” means an individual who is 21 years of age or over, who is not a 
Wisconsin resident, and who has been issued an out-of-state license. 
 
(h)  “Photographic identification card” means one of the following: 
 
1.  An operators license issued under ch. 343 or an identification card issued under s. 343.50. 
 
2.  A license or card issued by a state other than Wisconsin that is substantially equivalent to a 
license or card under subd. 1. 
 
(i)  “State identification card number” means the unique identifying driver number assigned to a 
person by the department of transportation under s. 343.17 (3) (a) 4. or, if the person has no 
driver number, the number assigned to the person on an identification card issued under s. 
343.50. 
 
(j)  “Weapon” means a handgun, an electric weapon, as defined in s. 941.295 (1c) (a), a knife 
other than a switchblade knife under s. 941.24, or a billy club. 
 
(2)  ISSUANCE AND SCOPE OF LICENSE.  
 
(a)  The department shall issue a license to carry a concealed weapon to any individual who is 
not disqualified under sub. (3) and who completes the application process specified in sub. (7). A 
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license to carry a concealed weapon issued under this section shall meet the requirements 
specified in sub. (2m). 
 
(b)  The department may not impose conditions, limitations, or requirements that are not 
expressly provided for in this section on the issuance, scope, effect, or content of a license. 
 
(c)  Unless expressly provided in this section, this section does not limit an individuals right to 
carry a firearm that is not concealed. 
 
(d)  For purposes of 18 USC 922 (q) (2) (B) (ii), an out-of-state licensee is licensed by this state. 
 
(2g)  CARRYING A CONCEALED WEAPON; POSSESSION AND DISPLAY OF LICENSE 
DOCUMENT OR AUTHORIZATION.  
 
(a)  A licensee or an out-of-state licensee may carry a concealed weapon anywhere in this state 
except as provided under subs. (15m) and (16) and ss. 943.13 (1m) (c) and 948.605 (2) (b) 1r. 
 
(b)  Unless the licensee or out-of-state licensee is carrying a concealed weapon in a manner 
described under s. 941.23 (2) (e), a licensee shall have with him or her his or her license 
document and photographic identification card and an out-of-state licensee shall have with him 
or her his or her out-of-state license and photographic identification card at all times during 
which he or she is carrying a concealed weapon. 
 
(c)  Unless the licensee or out-of-state licensee is carrying a concealed weapon in a manner 
described under s. 941.23 (2) (e), a licensee who is carrying a concealed weapon shall display his 
or her license document and photographic identification card and an out-of-state licensee who is 
carrying a concealed weapon shall display his or her out-of-state license and photographic 
identification card to a law enforcement officer upon the request of the law enforcement officer 
while the law enforcement officer is acting in an official capacity and with lawful authority. 
 
(2m)  LICENSE DOCUMENT; CONTENT OF LICENSE.  
 
(a)  Subject to pars. (b), (bm), (c), and (d), the department shall design a single license document 
for licenses issued and renewed under this section. The department shall complete the design of 
the license document no later than September 1, 2011. 
 
(b)  A license document for a license issued under this section shall contain all of the following 
on one side: 
 
1.  The full name, date of birth, and residence address of the licensee. 
 
2.  A physical description of the licensee, including sex, height, and eye color. 
 
3.  The date on which the license was issued. 
 
4.  The date on which the license expires. 
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5.  The name of this state. 
 
6.  A unique identification number for each licensee. 
 
(bm)  The reverse side of a license document issued under this section shall contain the 
requirement under sub. (11) (b) that the licensee shall inform the department of any address 
change no later than 30 days after his or her address changes and the penalty for a violation of 
the requirement. 
 
(c)  The license document may not contain the licensees social security number. 
 
(d)   
 
1.  The contents of the license document shall be included in the document in substantially the 
same way that the contents of an operators license document issued under s. 343.17 are included 
in that document. 
 
2.  The license document issued under this section shall be tamper proof in substantially the same 
way that the operators license is tamper proof under s. 343.17 (2). 
 
(e)  The department of justice may contract with the department of transportation to produce and 
issue license documents under this section. Neither the department of transportation nor any 
employee of the department of transportation may store, maintain, or access the information 
provided by the department of justice for the production or issuance of license documents other 
than to the extent necessary to produce or issue the license documents. 
 
(3)  RESTRICTIONS ON ISSUING A LICENSE. The department shall issue a license under 
this section to an individual who submits an application under sub. (7) unless any of the 
following applies: 
 
(a)  The individual is less than 21 years of age. 
 
(b)  The individual is prohibited under federal law from possessing a firearm that has been 
transported in interstate or foreign commerce. 
 
(c)  The individual is prohibited from possessing a firearm under s. 941.29. 
 
(d)  The court has prohibited the individual from possessing a dangerous weapon under s. 969.02 
(3) (c) or 969.03 (1) (c). 
 
(e)  The individual is on release under s. 969.01 and the individual may not possess a dangerous 
weapon as a condition of the release. 
 
(f)  The individual is not a Wisconsin resident. 
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(g)  The individual has not provided proof of training as described under sub. (4) (a). 
 
(4)  TRAINING REQUIREMENTS.  
 
(a)  The proof of training requirement under sub. (7) (e) may be met by any of the following: 
 
1.  A copy of a document, or an affidavit from an instructor or organization that conducted the 
course or program, that indicates the individual completed any of the following: 
 
a.  The hunter education program established under s. 29.591 or a substantially similar program 
that is established by another state, country, or province and that is recognized by the department 
of natural resources. 
 
b.  A firearms safety or training course that is conducted by a national or state organization that 
certifies firearms instructors. 
 
c.  A firearms safety or training course that is available to the public and is offered by a law 
enforcement agency or, if the course is taught by an instructor who is certified by a national or 
state organization that certifies firearms instructors or by the department, by a technical college, 
a college or a university, a private or public institution or organization, or a firearms training 
school. 
 
d.  A firearms safety or training course that is offered to law enforcement officers or to owners 
and employees of licensed private detective and security agencies. 
 
e.  A firearms safety or training course that is conducted by a firearms instructor who is certified 
by a national or state organization that certifies firearms instructors or who is certified by the 
department. 
 
2.  Documentation that the individual completed military, law enforcement, or security training 
that gave the individual experience with firearms that is substantially equivalent to a course or 
program under subd. 1. 
 
3.  A current or expired license, or a photocopy of a current or expired license, that the individual 
holds or has held that indicates that the individual is licensed or has been licensed to carry a 
firearm in this state or in another state or in a county or municipality of this state or of another 
state unless the license has been revoked for cause. 
 
4.  Documentation of completion of small arms training while serving in the U.S. armed forces, 
reserves, or national guard as demonstrated by an honorable discharge or general discharge under 
honorable conditions or a certificate of completion of basic training with a service record of 
successful completion of small arms training and certification. 
 
(b)   
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1.  The department shall certify instructors for the purposes of par. (a) 1. c. and e. and shall 
maintain a list of instructors that it certifies. To be certified by the department as an instructor, a 
person must meet all of the following criteria: 
 
a.  Be qualified under sub. (3) to carry a concealed weapon. 
 
b.  Be able to demonstrate the ability and knowledge required for providing firearms safety and 
training. 
2.  The department may not require firing live ammunition to meet the training requirements 
under par. (a). 
 
(5)  APPLICATION AND RENEWAL FORMS.  
 
(a)  The department shall design an application form for use by individuals who apply for a 
license under this section and a renewal form for use by individuals applying for renewal of a 
license under sub. (15). The department shall complete the design of the application form no 
later than September 1, 2011, and shall complete the design of the renewal form no later than 
July 1, 2014. The forms shall require the applicant to provide only his or her name, address, date 
of birth, state identification card number, race, sex, height, and eye color and shall include all of 
the following: 
 
1.  A statement that the applicant is ineligible for a license if sub. (3) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), or 
(g) applies to the applicant. 
 
2.  A statement explaining self-defense and defense of others under s. 939.48, with a place for 
the applicant to sign his or her name to indicate that he or she has read and understands the 
statement. 
 
3.  A statement, with a place for the applicant to sign his or her name, to indicate that the 
applicant has read and understands the requirements of this section. 
 
4.  A statement that an applicant may be prosecuted if he or she intentionally gives a false answer 
to any question on the application or intentionally submits a falsified document with the 
application. 
 
5.  A statement of the penalties for intentionally giving a false answer to any question on the 
application or intentionally submitting a falsified document with the application. 
 
6.  A statement of the places under sub. (16) where a licensee is prohibited from carrying a 
weapon, as well as an explanation of the provisions under sub. (15m) and ss. 943.13 (1m) (c) and 
948.605 (2) (b) 1r. that could limit the places where the licensee may carry a weapon, with a 
place for the applicant to sign his or her name to indicate that he or she has read and understands 
the statement. 
 
(b)  The department shall make the forms described in this subsection available on the Internet 
and, upon request, by mail. 
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(7)  SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION. An individual may apply for a license under this section 
with the department by submitting, by mail or other means made available by the department, to 
the department all of the following: 
 
(a)  A completed application in the form prescribed under sub. (5) (a). 
 
(b)  A statement that states that the information that he or she is providing in the application 
submitted under par. (a) and any document submitted with the application is true and complete to 
the best of his or her knowledge. 
 
(c)  A license fee in an amount, as determined by the department by rule, that is equal to the cost 
of issuing the license but does not exceed 37. The department shall determine the costs of issuing 
a license by using a 5-year planning period. 
 
(d)  A fee for a background check that is equal to the fee charged under s. 175.35 (2i). 
 
(e)  Proof of training as described under sub. (4) (a). 
 
(9)  PROCESSING OF APPLICATION.  
 
(a)  Upon receiving an application submitted under sub. (7), the department shall conduct a 
background check. 
 
(b)  Within 21 days after receiving a complete application under sub. (7), the department shall do 
one of the following: 
 
1.  Issue the license and promptly send the licensee his or her license document by 1st class mail. 
 
2.  Deny the application, but only if sub. (3) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), or (g) applies to the 
applicant. If the department denies the application, the department shall inform the applicant in 
writing, stating the reason and factual basis for the denial. 
 
(9g)  BACKGROUND CHECKS.  
 
(a)  The department shall conduct a background check regarding an applicant for a license using 
the following procedure: 
 
1.  The department shall create a confirmation number associated with the applicant. 
 
2.  The department shall conduct a criminal history record search and shall search its records and 
conduct a search in the national instant criminal background check system to determine whether 
the applicant is prohibited from possessing a firearm under federal law; whether the applicant is 
prohibited from possessing a firearm under s. 941.29; whether the applicant is prohibited from 
possessing a firearm under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1., 2007 stats.; whether the applicant has been 
ordered not to possess a firearm under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1., 51.45 (13) (i) 1., 54.10 (3) (f) 1., or 
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55.12 (10) (a); whether the applicant is subject to an injunction under s. 813.12 or 813.122, or a 
tribal injunction, as defined in s. 813.12 (1) (e), issued by a court established by any federally 
recognized Wisconsin Indian tribe or band, except the Menominee Indian tribe of Wisconsin, 
that includes notice to the respondent that he or she is subject to the requirements and penalties 
under s. 941.29 and that has been filed with the circuit court under s. 806.247 (3); and whether 
the applicant is prohibited from possessing a firearm under s. 813.123 (5m) or 813.125 (4m); and 
to determine if the court has prohibited the applicant from possessing a dangerous weapon under 
s. 969.02 (3) (c) or 969.03 (1) (c) and if the applicant is prohibited from possessing a dangerous 
weapon as a condition of release under s. 969.01. 
 
3.  As soon as practicable, the department shall do the following: 
 
a.  If the background check indicates sub. (3) (b), (c), (d), or (e) applies to the applicant, create a 
unique nonapproval number for the applicant. 
 
b.  If the completed background check does not indicate that sub. (3) (b), (c), (d), or (e) applies to 
the applicant, create a unique approval number for the applicant. 
 
(b)  The department shall maintain a record of all completed application forms and a record of all 
approval or nonapproval numbers regarding background checks under this subsection. 
 
(9r)  EMERGENCY LICENSE.  
 
(a)  An individual who requires an immediate license may petition the court in the county in 
which he or she resides for such a license. Unless the court knows that the individual is ineligible 
for a license under sub. (3), a court may issue an emergency license to an individual if the court 
determines that immediate licensure is warranted to protect the individual from death or great 
bodily harm, as defined in s. 939.22 (14). 
 
(b)  An emergency license issued under this subsection is valid for 30 days unless it is revoked 
under par. (bm) or it is void under par. (c). 
 
(bm)  If the court determines that a holder of an emergency license issued under par. (a) is 
ineligible under sub. (3) for a license, the court shall revoke the emergency license. 
 
(c)  If the holder of an emergency license issued under par. (a) applies for a license under sub. (7) 
and is determined to be ineligible under sub. (3) for a license, the emergency license is void. 
 
(11)  UPDATED INFORMATION.  
 
(a)   
 
1.  In this paragraph: 
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a.  “Clerk” means the clerk of the circuit court or, if it has enacted a law or an ordinance in 
conformity with s. 346.63, the clerk of the court for a federally recognized American Indian tribe 
or band in this state, a city, a village, or a town. 
 
b.  “Court automated information systems” means the systems under s. 758.19 (4). 
 
2.  The court automated information systems, or the clerk or register in probate, if the 
information is not contained in or cannot be transmitted by the court automated information 
systems, shall promptly notify the department of the name of any individual with respect to 
whom any of the following occurs and the specific reason for the notification: 
 
a.  The individual is found by a court to have committed a felony or any other crime that would 
disqualify the individual from having a license under this section. 
 
b.  The individual is found incompetent under s. 971.14. 
 
c.  The individual is found not guilty of any crime by reason of mental disease or mental defect 
under s. 971.17. 
 
d.  The individual is involuntarily committed for treatment under s. 51.20 or 51.45. 
 
e.  The individual is found incompetent under ch. 54. 
 
f.  The individual becomes subject to an injunction described in s. 941.29 (1) (f) or is ordered not 
to possess a firearm under s. 813.123 (5m) or 813.125 (4m). 
 
g.  A court has prohibited the individual from possessing a dangerous weapon under s. 969.02 (3) 
(c) or 969.03 (1) (c). 
 
h.  A court has ordered the individual not to possess a firearm under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1., 51.45 
(13) (i) 1., 54.10 (3) (f) 1., or 55.12 (10) (a). 
 
i.  The individual is on release under s. 969.01 and the individual may not possess a dangerous 
weapon as a condition of the release. 
 
3.  Upon receiving a notice under subd. 2., the department shall immediately determine if the 
individual who is the subject of the notice is a licensee, using the list maintained under sub. (12) 
(a). 
 
(b)   
 
1.  No later than 30 days after changing his or her address, a licensee shall inform the department 
of the new address. The department shall include the individuals new address in the list under 
sub. (12) (a). 
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2.  Except as provided in subd. 3., for a first violation of subd. 1., the department must issue the 
licensee a warning. 
 
3.  If an individual is in violation of subd. 1. and his or her license has been suspended or 
revoked under sub. (14), the individual is subject to the penalty under sub. (17) (ac). 
 
4.  A licensee may not be charged with a violation of subd. 1. if the department learns of the 
violation when the licensee informs the department of the address change. 
 
(12)  MAINTENANCE, USE, AND PUBLICATION OF RECORDS BY THE DEPARTMENT.  
 
(a)  The department shall maintain a computerized record listing the names and the information 
specified in sub. (2m) (b) of all individuals who have been issued a license under this section and 
all individuals issued a certification card under s. 175.49 (3). Subject to par. (b) 1. b., neither the 
department nor any employee of the department may store, maintain, format, sort, or access the 
information in any way other than by the names, dates of birth, or sex of licensees or individuals 
or by the identification numbers assigned to licensees under sub. (2m) (b) 6. 
 
(b)   
 
1.  A law enforcement officer may not request or be provided information under par. (a) 
concerning a specific individual except for one of the following purposes: 
 
a.  To confirm that a license or certification card produced by an individual at the request of a 
law enforcement officer is valid. 
 
b.  If an individual is carrying a concealed weapon and claims to hold a valid license issued 
under this section or a valid certification card issued under s. 175.49 (3) but does not have his or 
her license document or certification card, to confirm that the individual holds a valid license or 
certification card. 
 
c.  To investigate whether an individual submitted an intentionally false statement under sub. (7) 
(b) or (15) (b) 2. 
 
d.  To investigate whether an individual complied with sub. (14) (b) 3. 
 
2.  A person who is a law enforcement officer in a state other than Wisconsin may request and be 
provided information under subd. 1. a. and b. 
 
(c)  Notwithstanding s. 19.35, the department of justice, the department of transportation, or any 
employee of either department may not make information obtained under this section available 
to the public except in the context of a prosecution for an offense in which the persons status as a 
licensee or holder of a certification card is relevant or through a report created under sub. (19). 
 
(12g)  PROVIDING LICENSEE INFORMATION TO LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES.  
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(a)  The department shall provide information concerning a specific individual on the list 
maintained under sub. (12) (a) to a law enforcement agency, but only if the law enforcement 
agency is requesting the information for any of the following purposes: 
 
1.  To confirm that a license or certification card produced by an individual at the request of a 
law enforcement officer is valid. 
 
2.  If an individual is carrying a concealed weapon and claims to hold a valid license issued 
under this section or a valid certification card issued under s. 175.49 (3) but does not have his or 
her license document or certification card, to confirm that an individual holds a valid license or 
certification card. 
 
3.  If the law enforcement agency is a Wisconsin law enforcement agency, to investigate whether 
an individual submitted an intentionally false statement under sub. (7) (b) or (15) (b) 2. 
 
(b)   
 
1.  Notwithstanding s. 19.35, neither a law enforcement agency nor any of its employees may 
make information regarding an individual that was obtained from the department under this 
subsection available to the public except in the context of a prosecution for an offense in which 
the persons status as a licensee or holder of a certification card is relevant. 
 
2.  Neither a law enforcement agency nor any of its employees may store or maintain 
information regarding an individual that was obtained from the department under this subsection 
based on the individuals status as a licensee or holder of a certificate card. 
 
3.  Neither a law enforcement agency nor any of its employees may sort or access information 
regarding vehicle stops, investigations, civil or criminal offenses, or other activities involving the 
agency based on the status as licensees or holders of certification cards of any individuals 
involved. 
 
(13)  LOST OR DESTROYED LICENSE. If a license document is lost, a licensee no longer has 
possession of his or her license, or a license document is destroyed, unreadable, or unusable, a 
licensee may submit to the department a statement requesting a replacement license document, 
the license document or any portions of the license document if available, and a 12 replacement 
fee. The department shall issue a replacement license document to the licensee within 14 days of 
receiving the statement and fee. If the licensee does not submit the original license document to 
the department, the department shall terminate the unique approval number of the original 
request and issue a new unique approval number for the replacement request. 
 
(14)  LICENSE REVOCATION AND SUSPENSION.  
 
(a)  The department shall revoke a license issued under this section if the department determines 
that sub. (3) (b), (c), (e), (f), or (g) applies to the licensee. 
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(am)  The department shall suspend a license issued under this section if a court has prohibited 
the licensee from possessing a dangerous weapon under s. 969.02 (3) (c) or 969.03 (1) (c). If the 
individual whose license was suspended is no longer subject to the prohibition under s. 969.02 
(3) (c) or 969.03 (1) (c), whichever is applicable, sub. (3) (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), or (g) does not 
apply to the individual, and the suspended license would not have expired under sub. (15) (a) had 
it not been suspended, the department shall restore the license within 5 business days of 
notification that the licensee is no longer subject to the prohibition. 
 
(b)   
 
1.  If the department suspends or revokes a license issued under this section, the department shall 
send by mail the individual whose license has been suspended or revoked notice of the 
suspension or revocation within one day after the suspension or revocation. 
 
2.  If the department suspends or revokes a license under this section, the suspension or 
revocation takes effect when the individual whose license has been suspended or revoked 
receives the notice under subd. 1. 
 
3.  Within 7 days after receiving the notice, the individual whose license has been suspended or 
revoked shall do one of the following: 
 
a.  Deliver the license document personally or by certified mail to the department. 
 
b.  Mail a signed statement to the department stating that he or she no longer has possession of 
his or her license document and stating the reasons why he or she no longer has possession. 
 
(14g)  DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW. The department shall promulgate rules providing for the 
review of any action by the department denying an application for, or suspending or revoking, a 
license under this section. 
 
(14m)  APPEALS TO THE CIRCUIT COURT.  
 
(a)  An individual aggrieved by any action by the department denying an application for, or 
suspending or revoking, a license under this section, may appeal directly to the circuit court of 
the county in which the individual resides without regard to whether the individual has sought 
review under the process established in sub. (14g). 
 
(b)  To begin an appeal under this subsection, the aggrieved individual shall file a petition for 
review with the clerk of the applicable circuit court within 30 days of receiving notice of denial 
of an application for a license or of suspension or revocation of a license. The petition shall state 
the substance of the departments action from which the individual is appealing and the grounds 
upon which the individual believes the departments action to be improper. The petition may 
include a copy of any records or documents that are relevant to the grounds upon which the 
individual believes the departments action to be improper. 
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(c)  A copy of the petition shall be served upon the department either personally or by registered 
or certified mail within 5 days after the individual files his or her petition under par. (b). 
 
(d)  The department shall file an answer within 15 days after being served with the petition under 
par. (c). The answer shall include a brief statement of the actions taken by the department. The 
department shall include with the answer when filed a copy of any documents or records on 
which the department based its action. 
 
(e)  The court shall review the petition, the answer, and any records or documents submitted with 
the petition or the answer. The review under this paragraph shall be conducted by the court 
without a jury but the court may schedule a hearing and take testimony. 
 
(f)  The court shall reverse the departments action if the court finds any of the following: 
 
1.  That the department failed to follow any procedure, or take any action, prescribed under this 
section. 
 
2.  That the department erroneously interpreted a provision of law and a correct interpretation 
compels a different action. 
 
3.  That the departments action depends on a finding of fact that is not supported by substantial 
evidence in the record. 
 
4.   
 
a.  If the appeal is regarding a denial, that the denial was based on factors other than the factors 
under sub. (3). 
 
b.  If the appeal is regarding a suspension or revocation, that the suspension or revocation was 
based on criteria other than those under sub. (14) (a) or (am). 
 
(g)   
 
1.  The courts decision shall provide whatever relief is appropriate regardless of the original form 
of the petition. 
 
2.  If the court reverses the departments action, the court may order the department to pay the 
aggrieved individual all court costs and reasonable attorney fees. 
 
(15)  LICENSE EXPIRATION AND RENEWAL.  
 
(a)  Except as provided in par. (e) and sub. (9r) (b), a license issued under this section is valid for 
a period of 5 years from the date on which the license is issued unless the license is suspended or 
revoked under sub. (14). 
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(b)  The department shall design a notice of expiration form. At least 90 days before the 
expiration date of a license issued under this section, the department shall mail to the licensee a 
notice of expiration form and a form for renewing the license. The department shall renew the 
license if, no later than 90 days after the expiration date of the license, the licensee does all of the 
following: 
 
1.  Submits a renewal application on the form provided by the department. 
 
2. Submits a statement reporting that the information provided under subd. 1. is true and 
complete to the best of his or her knowledge and that he or she is not disqualified under sub. (3). 
 
4.  Pays all of the following: 
 
a.  A renewal fee in an amount, as determined by the department by rule, that is equal to the cost 
of renewing the license but does not exceed 12. The department shall determine the costs of 
renewing a license by using a 5-year planning period. 
 
b.  A fee for a background check that is equal to the fee charged under s. 175.35 (2i). 
 
(c)  The department shall conduct a background check of a licensee as provided under sub. (9g) 
before renewing the licensees license under par. (b). 
 
(d)  The department shall issue a renewal license by 1st class mail within 21 days of receiving a 
renewal application, statement, and fees under par. (b). 
 
(e)  The license of a member of the U.S. armed forces, a reserve unit of the armed forces, or the 
national guard who is deployed overseas while on active duty may not expire until at least 90 
days after the end of the licensees overseas deployment unless the license is suspended or 
revoked under sub. (14). 
 
(15m)  EMPLOYER RESTRICTIONS.  
 
a)  Except as provided in par. (b), an employer may prohibit a licensee or an out-of-state licensee 
that it employs from carrying a concealed weapon or a particular type of concealed weapon in 
the course of the licensees or out-of-state licensees employment or during any part of the 
licensees or out-of-state licensees course of employment. 
 
(b)  An employer may not prohibit a licensee or an out-of-state licensee, as a condition of 
employment, from carrying a concealed weapon, a particular type of concealed weapon, or 
ammunition or from storing a weapon, a particular type of weapon, or ammunition in the 
licensees or out-of-state licensees own motor vehicle, regardless of whether the motor vehicle is 
used in the course of employment or whether the motor vehicle is driven or parked on property 
used by the employer. 
 
(16)  PROHIBITED ACTIVITY.  
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(a)  Except as provided in par. (b), neither a licensee nor an out-of-state licensee may knowingly 
carry a concealed weapon, a weapon that is not concealed, or a firearm that is not a weapon in 
any of the following places: 
 
1.  Any portion of a building that is a police station, sheriffs office, state patrol station, or the 
office of a division of criminal investigation special agent of the department. 
 
2.  Any portion of a building that is a prison, jail, house of correction, or secured correctional 
facility. 
 
3.  The facility established under s. 46.055. 
 
4.  The center established under s. 46.056. 
 
5.  Any secured unit or secured portion of a mental health institute under s. 51.05, including a 
facility designated as the Maximum Security Facility at Mendota Mental Health Institute. 
 
6.  Any portion of a building that is a county, state, or federal courthouse. 
 
7.  Any portion of a building that is a municipal courtroom if court is in session. 
 
8.  A place beyond a security checkpoint in an airport. 
 
(b)  The prohibitions under par. (a) do not apply to any of the following: 
 
1.  A weapon in a vehicle driven or parked in a parking facility located in a building that is used 
as, or any portion of which is used as, a location under par. (a). 
 
2.  A weapon in a courthouse or courtroom if a judge who is a licensee is carrying the weapon or 
if another licensee or out-of-state licensee, whom a judge has permitted in writing to carry a 
weapon, is carrying the weapon. 
 
3.  A weapon in a courthouse or courtroom if a district attorney, or an assistant district attorney, 
who is a licensee is carrying the weapon. 
 
(17)  PENALTIES.  
 
(a)  Any person who violates sub. (2g) (b) or (c) may be required to forfeit not more than 25, 
except that the person shall be exempted from the forfeiture if the person presents, within 48 
hours, his or her license document or out-of-state license and photographic identification to the 
law enforcement agency that employs the requesting law enforcement officer. 
 
(ac)  Except as provided in sub. (11) (b) 2., any person who violates sub. (11) (b) 1. may be 
required to forfeit 50. 
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(ag)  Any person who violates sub. (2m) (e), (12), or (12g) may be fined not more than 500 or 
sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not more than 30 days or both. 
 
(ar)  Any law enforcement officer who uses excessive force based solely on an individuals status 
as a licensee may be fined not more than 500 or sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not more 
than 30 days or both. The application of the criminal penalty under this paragraph does not 
preclude the application of any other civil or criminal remedy. 
 
(b)  Any person who violates sub. (16) may be fined not more than 500 or imprisoned for not 
more than 30 days or both. 
 
(c)  An instructor of a training course under sub. (4) (a) who intentionally submits false 
documentation indicating that an individual has met the training requirements under sub. (4) (a) 
may be prosecuted for a violation of s. 946.32. 
 
(e)  Any person required under sub. (14) (b) 3. to relinquish or deliver a license document to the 
department who intentionally violates the requirements of that subdivision shall be fined not 
more than 500 and may be imprisoned for not more than 30 days or both. 
 
(18)  RECIPROCITY AGREEMENTS. The department may enter into reciprocity agreements 
with other states as to matters relating to licenses or other authorization to carry concealed 
weapons. 
 
(19)  STATISTICAL REPORT. By March 1 of each year, the department shall submit a 
statistical report to the legislature under s. 13.172 (2) and to the governor that indicates the 
number of licenses applied for, issued, denied, suspended, and revoked under this section during 
the previous calendar year. For the licenses denied, the report shall indicate the reasons for the 
denials and the part of the application process in which the reasons for denial were discovered.  
For the licenses suspended or revoked, the report shall indicate the reasons for the suspensions 
and revocations. The department may not include in the report any information that may be used 
to identify an applicant or a licensee, including, but not limited to, a name, address, birth date, or 
social security number. 
 
(21)  IMMUNITY.  
 
(a)  The department of justice, the department of transportation, and the employees of each 
department; clerks, as defined in sub. (11) (a) 1. a., and their staff; and court automated 
information systems, as defined under sub. (11) (a) 1. b., and their employees are immune from 
liability arising from any act or omission under this section, if done so in good faith. 
 
(b)  A person that does not prohibit an individual from carrying a concealed weapon on property 
that the person owns or occupies is immune from any liability arising from its decision. 
 
(c)  An employer that does not prohibit one or more employees from carrying a concealed 
weapon under sub. (15m) is immune from any liability arising from its decision. 
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(d)  A person providing a firearms training course in good faith is immune from liability arising 
from any act or omission related to the course if the course is one described in sub. (4) (a). 
 
Wis. Stat. § 941.20 (2015) 
Endangering safety by use of dangerous weapon 
  
(1)  Whoever does any of the following is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor: 
 
(a)  Endangers anothers safety by the negligent operation or handling of a dangerous weapon. 
 
(b)  Operates or goes armed with a firearm while he or she is under the influence of an 
intoxicant. 
 
(bm)  Operates or goes armed with a firearm while he or she has a detectable amount of a 
restricted controlled substance in his or her blood. A defendant has a defense to any action under 
this paragraph that is based on the defendant allegedly having a detectable amount of 
methamphetamine, gamma-hydroxybutyric acid, or delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol in his or her 
blood, if he or she proves by a preponderance of the evidence that at the time of the incident or 
occurrence he or she had a valid prescription for methamphetamine or one of its metabolic 
precursors, gamma-hydroxybutyric acid, or delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol. 
 
(c)  Except as provided in sub. (1m), intentionally points a firearm at or toward another. 
 
(d)  While on the lands of another discharges a firearm within 100 yards of any building devoted 
to human occupancy situated on and attached to the lands of another without the express 
permission of the owner or occupant of the building. “Building” as used in this paragraph does 
not include any tent, bus, truck, vehicle or similar portable unit. 
 
(1m)   
 
(a)  In this subsection: 
 
1.  “Ambulance” has the meaning given in s. 256.01 (1). 
 
2.  “Emergency medical technician” has the meaning given in s. 256.01 (5). 
 
3.  “First responder” has the meaning given in s. 256.01 (9). 
 
(b)  Whoever intentionally points a firearm at or towards a law enforcement officer, a fire fighter, 
an emergency medical technician, a first responder, an ambulance driver, or a commission 
warden who is acting in an official capacity and who the person knows or has reason to know is 
a law enforcement officer, a fire fighter, an emergency medical technician, a first responder, an 
ambulance driver, or a commission warden is guilty of a Class H felony. 
 
(2)  Whoever does any of the following is guilty of a Class G felony: 
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(a)  Intentionally discharges a firearm into a vehicle or building under circumstances in which he 
or she should realize there might be a human being present therein; or 
 
(b)  Sets a spring gun. 
 
(3)   
 
(a)  Whoever intentionally discharges a firearm from a vehicle while on a highway, as defined in 
s. 340.01 (22), or on a vehicle parking lot that is open to the public under any of the following 
circumstances is guilty of a Class F felony: 
 
1.  The person discharges the firearm at or toward another. 
 
2.  The person discharges the firearm at or toward any building or other vehicle. 
 
(b)   
 
1.  Paragraph (a) does not apply to any of the following who, in the line of duty, discharges a 
firearm from a vehicle: 
 
a.  A peace officer, except for a commission warden who is not a state-certified commission 
warden. 
 
b.  A member of the U.S. armed forces. 
 
c.  A member of the national guard. 
 
2.  Paragraph (a) does not apply to the holder of a permit under s. 29.193 (2) who is hunting from 
a standing motor vehicle, as defined in s. 29.001 (57), in accordance with s. 29.193 (2) (cr) 2. 
 
(c)  The state does not have to negate any exception under par. (b). Any party that claims that an 
exception under par. (b) is applicable has the burden of proving the exception by a 
preponderance of the evidence. 
 
(d)  The driver of the vehicle may be charged and convicted for a violation of par. (a) according 
to the criteria under s. 939.05. 
 
(e)  A person under par. (a) has a defense of privilege of self-defense or defense of others in 
accordance with s. 939.48. 
 
Wis. Stat. § 941.235 (2015) 
Carrying firearm in public building 
 
(1)  Any person who goes armed with a firearm in any building owned or leased by the state or 
any political subdivision of the state is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. 
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(2)  This section does not apply to any of the following: 
 
(a)  Peace officers or armed forces or military personnel who go armed in the line of duty or to 
any person duly authorized by the chief of police of any city, village or town, the chief of the 
capitol police, or the sheriff of any county to possess a firearm in any building under sub. (1).  
 
Notwithstanding s. 939.22 (22), for purposes of this paragraph, peace officer does not include a 
commission warden who is not a state-certified commission warden. 
 
(c)  A qualified out-of-state law enforcement officer, as defined in s. 941.23 (1) (g), to whom s. 
941.23 (2) (b) 1. to 3. applies. 
 
(d)  A former officer, as defined in s. 941.23 (1) (c), to whom s. 941.23 (2) (c) 1. to 7. applies. 
 
(e)  A licensee, as defined in s. 175.60 (1) (d), or an out-of-state licensee, as defined in s. 175.60 
(1) (g). 
 
Wis. Stat. § 941.237 (effective until July 1, 2016)   
Carrying handgun where alcohol beverages may be sold and consumed 
  
(1)  In this section: 
 
(a)  “Alcohol beverages” has the meaning given in s. 125.02 (1). 
 
(b)  “Correctional officer” means any person employed by the state or any political subdivision 
as a guard or officer whose principal duties are the supervision and discipline of inmates. 
 
(c)  “Encased” has the meaning given in s. 167.31 (1) (b). 
 
(cm)  “Firearms dealer” means any person engaged in the business of importing, manufacturing 
or dealing in firearms and having a license as an importer, manufacturer or dealer issued by the 
federal government. 
 
(d)  “Handgun” has the meaning given in s. 175.35 (1) (b). 
 
(dm)  “Hotel” has the meaning given in s. 254.61 (3). 
 
(dr)  Notwithstanding s. 939.22 (22), “peace officer” does not include a commission warden who 
is not a state-certified commission warden. 
 
(e)  “Premises” has the meaning given in s. 125.02 (14m), but excludes any area primarily used 
as a residence. 
 
(em)  “Private security person” has the meaning given in s. 440.26 (1m) (h). 
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(f)  “Target range” means any area where persons are allowed to use a handgun to fire shots at 
targets. 
 
(fm)  “Tavern” means an establishment, other than a private club or fraternal organization, in 
which alcohol beverages are sold for consumption on the premises. 
 
(g)  “Unloaded” means any of the following: 
 
1.  Having no shell or cartridge in the chamber of a handgun or in the magazine attached to a 
handgun. 
 
2.  In the case of a caplock muzzle-loading handgun, having the cap removed. 
 
3.  In the case of a flintlock muzzle-loading handgun, having the flashpan cleaned of powder. 
 
(2)  Whoever intentionally goes armed with a handgun on any premises for which a Class “B” or 
“Class B” license or permit has been issued under ch. 125 is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
(3)  Subsection (2) does not apply to any of the following: 
 
(a)  A peace officer. 
 
(b)  A correctional officer while going armed in the line of duty. 
 
(c)  A member of the U.S. armed forces or national guard while going armed in the line of duty. 
 
(cm)  A private security person meeting all of the following criteria: 
 
1.  The private security person is covered by a license or permit issued under s. 440.26. 
 
2.  The private security person is going armed in the line of duty. 
 
3.  The private security person is acting with the consent of the person specified in par. (d). 
 
(cr)  A qualified out-of-state law enforcement officer, as defined in s. 941.23 (1) (g), to whom s. 
941.23 (2) (b) 1. to 3. applies. 
 
(ct)  A former officer, as defined in s. 941.23 (1) (c), to whom s. 941.23 (2) (c) 1. to 7. applies. 
 
(cx)  A licensee, as defined in s. 175.60 (1) (d), or an out-of-state licensee, as defined in s. 175.60 
(1) (g), if the licensee or out-of-state licensee is not consuming alcohol on the premises. 
 
(d)  The licensee, owner, or manager of the premises, or any employee or agent authorized to 
possess a handgun by the licensee, owner, or manager of the premises. 
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(e)  The possession of a handgun that is unloaded and encased in a vehicle in any parking lot 
area. 
 
(f)  The possession or use of a handgun at a public or private gun or sportsmens range or club. 
 
(g)  The possession or use of a handgun on the premises if authorized for a specific event of 
limited duration by the owner or manager of the premises who is issued the Class “B” or “Class 
B” license or permit under ch. 125 for the premises. 
 
(h)  The possession of any handgun that is used for decoration if the handgun is encased, 
inoperable or secured in a locked condition. 
 
(i)  The possession of a handgun in any portion of a hotel other than the portion of the hotel that 
is a tavern. 
 
(j)  The possession of a handgun in any portion of a combination tavern and store devoted to 
other business if the store is owned or operated by a firearms dealer, the other business includes 
the sale of handguns and the handgun is possessed in a place other than a tavern. 
 
Wis. Stat. § 941.237 (effective July 1, 2016) 
Carrying handgun where alcohol beverages may be sold and consumed  
 
(1)  In this section: 
 
(a)  “Alcohol beverages” has the meaning given in s. 125.02 (1). 
 
(b)  “Correctional officer” means any person employed by the state or any political subdivision 
as a guard or officer whose principal duties are the supervision and discipline of inmates. 
 
(c)  “Encased” has the meaning given in s. 167.31 (1) (b). 
(cm)  “Firearms dealer” means any person engaged in the business of importing, manufacturing 
or dealing in firearms and having a license as an importer, manufacturer or dealer issued by the 
federal government. 
 
(d)  “Handgun” has the meaning given in s. 175.35 (1) (b). 
 
(dm)  “Hotel” has the meaning given in s. 97.01 (7). 
 
(dr)  Notwithstanding s. 939.22 (22), “peace officer” does not include a commission warden who 
is not a state-certified commission warden. 
 
(e)  “Premises” has the meaning given in s. 125.02 (14m), but excludes any area primarily used 
as a residence. 
 
(em)  “Private security person” has the meaning given in s. 440.26 (1m) (h). 
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(f)  “Target range” means any area where persons are allowed to use a handgun to fire shots at 
targets. 
 
(fm)  “Tavern” means an establishment, other than a private club or fraternal organization, in 
which alcohol beverages are sold for consumption on the premises. 
 
(g)  “Unloaded” means any of the following: 
 
1.  Having no shell or cartridge in the chamber of a handgun or in the magazine attached to a 
handgun. 
 
2.  In the case of a caplock muzzle-loading handgun, having the cap removed. 
 
3.  In the case of a flintlock muzzle-loading handgun, having the flashpan cleaned of powder. 
 
(2)  Whoever intentionally goes armed with a handgun on any premises for which a Class “B” or 
“Class B” license or permit has been issued under ch. 125 is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
(3)  Subsection (2) does not apply to any of the following: 
 
(a)  A peace officer. 
 
(b)  A correctional officer while going armed in the line of duty. 
 
(c)  A member of the U.S. armed forces or national guard while going armed in the line of duty. 
 
(cm)  A private security person meeting all of the following criteria: 
 
1.  The private security person is covered by a license or permit issued under s. 440.26. 
 
2.  The private security person is going armed in the line of duty. 
 
3.  The private security person is acting with the consent of the person specified in par. (d). 
 
(cr)  A qualified out-of-state law enforcement officer, as defined in s. 941.23 (1) (g), to whom s. 
941.23 (2) (b) 1. to 3. applies. 
 
(ct)  A former officer, as defined in s. 941.23 (1) (c), to whom s. 941.23 (2) (c) 1. to 7. applies. 
 
(cx)  A licensee, as defined in s. 175.60 (1) (d), or an out-of-state licensee, as defined in s. 175.60 
(1) (g), if the licensee or out-of-state licensee is not consuming alcohol on the premises. 
 
(d)  The licensee, owner, or manager of the premises, or any employee or agent authorized to 
possess a handgun by the licensee, owner, or manager of the premises. 
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(e)  The possession of a handgun that is unloaded and encased in a vehicle in any parking lot 
area. 
 
(f)  The possession or use of a handgun at a public or private gun or sportsmens range or club. 
 
(g)  The possession or use of a handgun on the premises if authorized for a specific event of 
limited duration by the owner or manager of the premises who is issued the Class “B” or “Class 
B” license or permit under ch. 125 for the premises. 
 
(h)  The possession of any handgun that is used for decoration if the handgun is encased, 
inoperable or secured in a locked condition. 
 
(i)  The possession of a handgun in any portion of a hotel other than the portion of the hotel that 
is a tavern. 
 
(j)  The possession of a handgun in any portion of a combination tavern and store devoted to 
other business if the store is owned or operated by a firearms dealer, the other business includes 
the sale of handguns and the handgun is possessed in a place other than a tavern. 
 
Wis. Stat. § 943.13 (2015) 
Trespass to land 
 
(1e)  In this section: 
 
(aL)  “Carry” has the meaning given in s. 175.60 (1) (ag). 
 
(ar)  “Dwelling unit” means a structure or that part of a structure which is used or intended to be 
used as a home, residence or sleeping place by one person or by 2 or more persons maintaining a 
common household, to the exclusion of all others. 
 
(az)  “Implied consent” means conduct or words or both that imply that an owner or occupant of 
land has given consent to another person to enter the land. 
 
(b)  “Inholding” means a parcel of land that is private property and that is surrounded completely 
by land owned by the United States, by this state or by a local governmental unit or any 
combination of the United States, this state and a local governmental unit. 
 
(bm)  “Licensee” means a licensee, as defined in s. 175.60 (1) (d), or an out-of-state licensee, as 
defined in s. 175.60 (1) (g). 
 
(c)  “Local governmental unit” means a political subdivision of this state, a special purpose 
district in this state, an instrumentality or corporation of the political subdivision or special 
purpose district or a combination or subunit of any of the foregoing. 
 
(cm)  “Nonresidential building” includes a nursing home as defined in s. 50.01 (3), a community-
based residential facility as defined in s. 50.01 (1g), a residential care apartment complex as 
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defined in s. 50.01 (6d), an adult family home as defined in s. 50.01 (1), and a hospice as defined 
in s. 50.90 (1). 
 
(cr)  “Open land” means land that meets all of the following criteria: 
 
1.  The land is not occupied by a structure or improvement being used or occupied as a dwelling 
unit. 
 
2.  The land is not part of the curtilage, or is not lying in the immediate vicinity, of a structure or 
improvement being used or occupied as a dwelling unit. 
 
3.  The land is not occupied by a public building. 
 
4.  The land is not occupied by a place of employment. 
 
(cv)  “Out-of-state licensee” has the meaning given in s. 175.60 (1) (g). 
 
(d)  “Place of employment” has the meaning given in s. 101.01 (11). 
 
(e)  “Private property” means real property that is not owned by the United States, this state or a 
local governmental unit. 
 
(h)  “Special event” means an event that is open to the public, is for a duration of not more than 3 
weeks, and either has designated entrances to and from the event that are locked when the event 
is closed or requires an admission. 
 
(1m)  Whoever does any of the following is subject to a Class B forfeiture: 
 
(a)  Enters any enclosed, cultivated or undeveloped land of another, other than open land 
specified in par. (e) or (f), without the express or implied consent of the owner or occupant. 
 
(am)  Enters any land of another that is occupied by a structure used for agricultural purposes 
without the express or implied consent of the owner or occupant. 
 
(b)  Enters or remains on any land of another after having been notified by the owner or occupant 
not to enter or remain on the premises. This paragraph does not apply to a licensee or out-of-state 
licensee if the owners or occupants intent is to prevent the licensee or out-of-state licensee from 
carrying a firearm on the owners or occupants land. 
 
(c)   
 
1.  While carrying a firearm, enters or remains at a residence that the actor does not own or 
occupy after the owner of the residence, if he or she has not leased it to another person, or the 
occupant of the residence has notified the actor not to enter or remain at the residence while 
carrying a firearm or with that type of firearm. In this subdivision, “residence,” with respect to a 
single-family residence, includes the residence building and the parcel of land upon which the 
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residence building is located, and “residence,” with respect to a residence that is not a single-
family residence, does not include any common area of the building in which the residence is 
located or any common areas of the rest of the parcel of land upon which the residence building 
is located. 
 
1m.  While carrying a firearm, enters or remains in a common area in a building, or on the 
grounds of a building, that is a residence that is not a single-family residence if the actor does not 
own the residence or does not occupy any part of the residence, if the owner of the residence has 
notified the actor not to enter or remain in the common area or on the grounds while carrying a 
firearm or with that type of firearm. This subdivision does not apply to a part of the grounds of 
the building if that part is used for parking and the firearm is in a vehicle driven or parked in that 
part. 
 
2.  While carrying a firearm, enters or remains in any part of a nonresidential building, grounds 
of a nonresidential building, or land that the actor does not own or occupy after the owner of the 
building, grounds, or land, if that part of the building, grounds, or land has not been leased to 
another person, or the occupant of that part of the building, grounds, or land has notified the 
actor not to enter or remain in that part of the building, grounds, or land while carrying a firearm 
or with that type of firearm. This subdivision does not apply to a part of a building, grounds, or 
land occupied by the state or by a local governmental unit, to a privately or publicly owned 
building on the grounds of a university or college, or to the grounds of or land owned or 
occupied by a university or college, or, if the firearm is in a vehicle driven or parked in the 
parking facility, to any part of a building, grounds, or land used as a parking facility. 
 
3.  While carrying a firearm, enters or remains at a special event if the organizers of the special 
event have notified the actor not to enter or remain at the special event while carrying a firearm 
or with that type of firearm. This subdivision does not apply, if the firearm is in a vehicle driven 
or parked in the parking facility, to any part of the special event grounds or building used as a 
parking facility. 
 
4.  While carrying a firearm, enters or remains in any part of a building that is owned, occupied, 
or controlled by the state or any local governmental unit, excluding any building or portion of a 
building under s. 175.60 (16) (a), if the state or local governmental unit has notified the actor not 
to enter or remain in the building while carrying a firearm or with that type of firearm. This 
subdivision does not apply to a person who leases residential or business premises in the building 
or, if the firearm is in a vehicle driven or parked in the parking facility, to any part of the 
building used as a parking facility. 
 
5.  While carrying a firearm, enters or remains in any privately or publicly owned building on the 
grounds of a university or college, if the university or college has notified the actor not to enter 
or remain in the building while carrying a firearm or with that type of firearm. This subdivision 
does not apply to a person who leases residential or business premises in the building or, if the 
firearm is in a vehicle driven or parked in the parking facility, to any part of the building used as 
a parking facility. 
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(e)  Enters or remains on open land that is an inholding of another after having been notified by 
the owner or occupant not to enter or remain on the land. 
 
(f)  Enters undeveloped private land from an abutting parcel of land that is owned by the United 
States, this state or a local governmental unit, or remains on such land, after having been notified 
by the owner or occupant not to enter or remain on the land. 
 
(1s)  In determining whether a person has implied consent to enter the land of another a trier of 
fact shall consider all of the circumstances existing at the time the person entered the land, 
including all of the following: 
 
(a)  Whether the owner or occupant acquiesced to previous entries by the person or by other 
persons under similar circumstances. 
 
(b)  The customary use, if any, of the land by other persons. 
 
(c)  Whether the owner or occupant represented to the public that the land may be entered for 
particular purposes. 
 
(d)  The general arrangement or design of any improvements or structures on the land. 
 
(2)   
 
(am)  A person has received notice from the owner or occupant within the meaning of sub. (1m) 
(b), (e) or (f) if he or she has been notified personally, either orally or in writing, or if the land is 
posted. Land is considered to be posted under this paragraph under either of the following 
procedures: 
 
1.  If a sign at least 11 inches square is placed in at least 2 conspicuous places for every 40 acres 
to be protected. The sign must provide an appropriate notice and the name of the person giving 
the notice followed by the word “owner” if the person giving the notice is the holder of legal title 
to the land and by the word “occupant” if the person giving the notice is not the holder of legal 
title but is a lawful occupant of the land. Proof that appropriate signs as provided in this 
subdivision were erected or in existence upon the premises to be protected prior to the event 
complained of shall be prima facie proof that the premises to be protected were posted as 
provided in this subdivision. 
 
2.  If markings at least one foot long, including in a contrasting color the phrase “private land” 
and the name of the owner, are made in at least 2 conspicuous places for every 40 acres to be 
protected. 
 
(bm)   
 
1.  In this paragraph, “sign” means a sign that states a restriction imposed under subd. 2. that is at 
least 5 inches by 7 inches. 
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2.   
 
a.  For the purposes of sub. (1m) (c) 1m., an owner of a residence that is not a single-family 
residence has notified an individual not to enter or remain in a part of that building, or on the 
grounds of that building, while carrying a firearm or with a particular type of firearm if the 
owner has posted a sign that is located in a prominent place near all of the entrances to the part of 
the building to which the restriction applies or near all probable access points to the grounds to 
which the restriction applies and any individual entering the building or the grounds can be 
reasonably expected to see the sign. 
 
am.  For the purposes of sub. (1m) (c) 2., 4., and 5., an owner or occupant of a part of a 
nonresidential building, the state or a local governmental unit, or a university or a college has 
notified an individual not to enter or remain in a part of the building while carrying a firearm or 
with a particular type of firearm if the owner, occupant, state, local governmental unit, 
university, or college has posted a sign that is located in a prominent place near all of the 
entrances to the part of the building to which the restriction applies and any individual entering 
the building can be reasonably expected to see the sign. 
 
b.  For the purposes of sub. (1m) (c) 2., an owner or occupant of the grounds of a nonresidential 
building or of land has notified an individual not to enter or remain on the grounds or land while 
carrying a firearm or with a particular type of firearm if the owner or occupant has posted a sign 
that is located in a prominent place near all probable access points to the grounds or land to 
which the restriction applies and any individual entering the grounds or land can be reasonably 
expected to see the sign. 
 
c.  For the purposes of sub. (1m) (c) 3., the organizers of the special event have notified an 
individual not to enter or remain at the special event while carrying a firearm or with a particular 
type of firearm if the organizers have posted a sign that is located in a prominent place near all of 
the entrances to the special event and any individual attending the special event can be 
reasonably expected to see the sign. 
 
(3)  Whoever erects on the land of another signs which are the same as or similar to those 
described in sub. (2) (am) without obtaining the express consent of the lawful occupant of or 
holder of legal title to such land is subject to a Class C forfeiture. 
 
(3m)  An owner or occupant may give express consent to enter or remain on the land for a 
specified purpose or subject to specified conditions and it is a violation of sub. (1m) (a) or (am) 
for a person who received that consent to enter or remain on the land for another purpose or 
contrary to the specified conditions. 
 
(4)  Nothing in this section shall prohibit a representative of a labor union from conferring with 
any employee provided such conference is conducted in the living quarters of the employee and 
with the consent of the employee occupants. 
 
(4m)  This section does not apply to any of the following: 
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(a)  A person entering the land, other than the residence or other buildings or the curtilage of the 
residence or other buildings, of another for the purpose of removing a wild animal as authorized 
under s. 29.885 (2), (3) or (4). 
 
(b)  A hunter entering land that is required to be open for hunting under s. 29.885 (4m) or 29.889 
(7m). 
 
(bm)  Subsection (1m) (c) 2. and 4. does not apply to a law enforcement officer employed in this 
state by a public agency to whom s. 941.23 (1) (g) 2. to 5. and (2) (b) 1. to 3. applies, to a 
qualified out-of-state law enforcement officer, as defined in s. 941.23 (1) (g), to whom s. 941.23 
(2) (b) 1. to 3. applies, or to a former officer, as defined in s. 941.23 (1) (c), to whom s. 941.23 
(2) (c) 1. to 7. applies if the law enforcement officer, the qualified out-of-state law enforcement 
officer, or the former officer is in or on the grounds of a school, as defined in s. 948.61 (1) (b). 
 
(c)  A person entering or remaining on any exposed shore area of a stream as authorized under s. 
30.134. 
 
(d)  An assessor and an assessors staff entering the land, other than a building, agricultural land 
or pasture, or a livestock confinement area, of another if all of the following apply: 
 
1.  The assessor or the assessors staff enters the land in order to make an assessment on behalf of 
the state or a political subdivision. 
 
2.  The assessor or assessors staff enters the land on a weekday during daylight hours, or at 
another time as agreed upon with the land owner. 
 
3.  The assessor or assessors staff spends no more than one hour on the land. 
 
4.  The assessor or assessors staff does not open doors, enter through open doors, or look into 
windows of structures on the land. 
 
5.  The assessor or the assessors staff leaves in a prominent place on the principal building on the 
land, or on the land if there is not a principal building, a notice informing the owner or occupant 
that the assessor or the assessors staff entered the land and giving information on how to contact 
the assessor. 
 
6.  The assessor or the assessors staff has not personally received a notice from the owner or 
occupant, either orally or in writing, not to enter or remain on the premises. 
 
(5)  Any authorized occupant of employer-provided housing shall have the right to decide who 
may enter, confer and visit with the occupant in the housing area the occupant occupies. 
 
Wis. Stat. § 947.01 (2015) 
Disorderly Conduct 
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(1)  Whoever, in a public or private place, engages in violent, abusive, indecent, profane, 
boisterous, unreasonably loud or otherwise disorderly conduct under circumstances in which the 
conduct tends to cause or provoke a disturbance is guilty of a Class B misdemeanor.  
 
(2)  Unless other facts and circumstances that indicate a criminal or malicious intent on the part 
of the person apply, a person is not in violation of, and may not be charged with a violation of, 
this section for loading, carrying, or going armed with a firearm, without regard to whether the 
firearm is loaded or is concealed or openly carried.  
 
Wis. Stat. § 947.06 (2015)  
Unlawful assemblies and their suppression 
  
(1)  Sheriffs, their undersheriffs and deputies, constables, marshals and police officers have a 
duty to suppress unlawful assemblies within their jurisdiction. For that reason they may order all 
persons who are part of an assembly to disperse. An “unlawful assembly” is an assembly which 
consists of 3 or more persons and which causes such a disturbance of public order that it is 
reasonable to believe that the assembly will cause injury to persons or damage to property unless 
it is immediately dispersed. 
 
(2)  An “unlawful assembly” includes an assembly of persons who assemble for the purpose of 
blocking or obstructing the lawful use by any other person, or persons of any private or public 
thoroughfares, property or of any positions of access or exit to or from any private or public 
building, or dwelling place, or any portion thereof and which assembly does in fact so block or 
obstruct the lawful use by any other person, or persons of any such private or public 
thoroughfares, property or any position of access or exit to or from any private or public 
building, or dwelling place, or any portion thereof. 
 
(3)  Whoever intentionally fails or refuses to withdraw from an unlawful assembly which the 
person knows has been ordered to disperse is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
(4)  Whoever causes, attempts to cause, or participates in an unlawful assembly upon any 
property of a public institution of higher education or upon any highway abutting on such 
property, is punishable under sub. (3) if he or she fails to withdraw from the assembly promptly 
upon issuance of an order to disperse, if such order is given in such manner that such person can 
reasonably be expected to hear or read such order. 
 
(5)  Whoever, being employed in any capacity by or enrolled as a student in the institution, is 
convicted under subs. (1) to (4) may be sentenced additionally or alternatively to not to exceed 6 
months suspension without pay from his or her employment by the institution if an employee, or 
suspension from enrollment in the institution if a student, or both if both an employee and a 
student. If the suspension is thus imposed, the institution shall not thereafter impose any other 
discipline upon the person for his or her connection with the unlawful assembly. Any period of 
suspension from employment by or enrollment in the institution already served shall be deducted 
by the court in imposing this sentence. Any period of imprisonment, whether or not the person is 
authorized under s. 303.08 to continue as an employee or student while imprisoned, shall count 
as a period of suspension from employment or enrollment or both hereunder. 
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Wyoming 
 
Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 6-8-104 (2015)  
Wearing or carrying concealed weapons; penalties; exceptions; permits  
 
(a) A person who wears or carries a concealed deadly weapon is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine of not more than seven hundred fifty dollars ($750.00), imprisonment in the 
county jail for not more than six (6) months, or both for a first offense, or a felony punishable by 
a fine of not more than two thousand dollars ($2,000.00), imprisonment for not more than two 
(2) years, or both, for a second or subsequent offense, unless:  
 
(i) The person is a peace officer;  
 
(ii) The person possesses a permit under this section;  
 
(iii) The person holds a valid permit authorizing him to carry a concealed firearm authorized and 
issued by a governmental agency or entity in another state that recognizes Wyoming permits and 
is a valid statewide permit; or  
 
(iv) The person does not possess a permit issued under this section, but otherwise meets the 
requirements specified in paragraphs (b)(i) through (vi), (viii) and (ix) of this section and 
possession of the firearm by the person is not otherwise unlawful.  
 
(b) The attorney general is authorized to issue permits to carry a concealed firearm to persons 
qualified as provided by this subsection. The attorney general shall promulgate rules necessary to 
carry out this section no later than October 1, 1994. Applications for a permit to carry a 
concealed firearm shall be made available and distributed by the division of criminal 
investigation and local law enforcement agencies. The permit shall be valid throughout the state 
for a period of five (5) years from the date of issuance. The permittee shall carry the permit, 
together with valid identification at all times when the permittee is carrying a concealed firearm 
and shall display both the permit and proper identification upon request of any peace officer. The 
attorney general through the division shall issue a permit to any person who:  
 
(i) Is a resident of the United States and has been a resident of Wyoming for not less than six  
(6) months prior to filing the application. The Wyoming residency requirements of this 
paragraph do not apply to any person who holds a valid permit authorizing him to carry a 
concealed firearm authorized and issued by a governmental agency or entity in another state that 
recognizes Wyoming permits and is a valid statewide permit;  
 
(ii) Is at least twenty-one (21) years of age;  
 
(iii) Does not suffer from a physical infirmity which prevents the safe handling of a firearm;  
 
(iv) Is not ineligible to possess a firearm pursuant to 18 U.S.C. section 922(g) or W.S. 6-8-102;  
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 (v) Has not been:  
 
 (A) Committed to a state or federal facility for the abuse of a controlled substance, within the  
one (1) year period prior to the date on which application for a permit under this section is 
submitted; 
 
(B) Convicted of a felony violation of the Wyoming Controlled Substances Act of 1971, W.S. 
35-7-1001 through 35-7-1057 or similar laws of any other state or the United States relating to 
controlled substances and has not been pardoned; or  
 
(C) Convicted of a misdemeanor violation of the Wyoming Controlled Substances Act of 1971, 
W.S. 35-7-1001 through 35-7-1057 or similar laws of any other state or the United States 
relating to controlled substances within the one (1) year period prior to the date on which 
application for a permit under this section is submitted.  
 
(vi) Does not chronically or habitually use alcoholic liquor and malt beverages to the extent that 
his normal faculties are impaired. It shall be presumed that an applicant chronically and 
habitually uses alcoholic beverages to the extent that his normal faculties are impaired if the 
applicant has been involuntarily committed, within the one (1) year period prior to the date on 
which application for a permit under this section is submitted, to any residential facility pursuant 
to the laws of this state or similar laws of any other state as a result of the use of alcohol;  
 
(vii) Demonstrates familiarity with a firearm. A legible photocopy of a certificate of completion 
of any of the courses or classes or a notarized affidavit from the instructor, school, club, 
organization or group that conducted or taught the course or class attesting to the completion of 
the course or class by the applicant or a copy of any document which shows completion of the 
course or class or evidences participation of firearms competition, shall constitute evidence of 
qualification under this paragraph. Any one (1) of the following activities listed in this paragraph 
shall be sufficient to demonstrate familiarity with a firearm:  
 
(A) Completion of any certified firearm safety or training course utilizing instructors certified by 
the National Rifle Association or the Wyoming law enforcement academy;  
 
(B) Completion of any law enforcement firearms safety or training course or class offered for 
security guards, investigators, special deputies, or any division of law enforcement or security 
enforcement; 
 
(C) Experience with a firearm through participation in an organized handgun shooting 
competition or military service;  
 
(D) Completion of any firearms training or safety course or class conducted by a state certified or 
National Rifle Association certified firearms instructor;  
 
(E) Be certified as proficient in firearms safety by any Wyoming law enforcement agency under 
procedures established by that agency; or  
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(F) Honorable retirement as a federal or state peace officer who has a minimum of ten (10) years 
of service.  
 
(viii) Is not currently adjudicated to be legally incompetent; and  
 
(ix) Has not been committed to a mental institution.  
 
(c) The division may deny a permit if the applicant has been found guilty of or has pled nolo 
contendere to one (1) or more crimes of violence constituting a misdemeanor offense within the 
three (3) year period prior to the date on which the application is submitted or may revoke a 
permit if the permittee has been found guilty of or has pled nolo contendere to one (1) or more 
crimes of violence constituting a misdemeanor offense within the preceding three (3) years.  
 
(d) The application shall be completed, under oath, on a form promulgated by the attorney 
general to include:  
 
(i) The name, address, place and date of birth of the applicant;  
 
(ii) A statement that, to the best of his knowledge, the applicant is in compliance with criteria 
contained within this section;  
 
(iii) A statement that the applicant has been furnished a copy of this section and is 
knowledgeable of its provisions;  
 
(iv) A conspicuous warning that the application is executed under oath and that a materially false 
answer to any question or the submission of any materially false document by the applicant may 
result in denial or revocation of a permit and subjects the applicant to criminal prosecution under 
W.S. 6-5-303.  
 
(e) The applicant shall submit to the division through the sheriff's office in the county of the 
applicant's residence:  
 
(i) A completed application as described in subsection (d) of this section;  
 
(ii) A nonrefundable permit fee of fifty dollars ($50.00), if he has not previously been issued a 
statewide permit, or a nonrefundable permit fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) for renewal of a permit;  
 
(iii) A full set of fingerprints of the applicant administered by a law enforcement agency. The 
actual cost of processing the set of fingerprints required in this paragraph shall be borne by the 
applicant; 
 
(iv) A photocopy of a certificate or an affidavit or document as provided by paragraph (b)(vii) of 
this section.  
 
(f) The sheriff's office shall forward items received under subsection (e) of this section but shall 
retain ten dollars ($10.00) of each original permit fee and five dollars ($5.00) of each renewal 
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permit fee. The division, upon receipt of the items listed in subsection (e) of this section, shall 
process the full set of fingerprints of the applicant for any criminal justice information. The 
division shall submit a fingerprint card to the federal bureau of investigation for a national 
background check. The cost of processing the fingerprints shall be payable to the division.  
 
(g) The sheriff of the applicant's county of residence shall submit a written report to the division 
containing any information that he feels may be pertinent to the issuance of a permit to any 
applicant. The written report shall state facts known to the sheriff which establish reasonable 
grounds to believe that the applicant has been or is reasonably likely to be a danger to himself or 
others, or to the community at large as a result of the applicant's mental or psychological state, as 
demonstrated by a past pattern or practice of behavior, or participation in incidents involving a 
controlled substance, alcohol abuse, violence or threats of violence as these incidents relate to 
criteria listed in this section. The written report shall be made within thirty (30) days after the 
date the sheriff receives the copy of the application. The sheriff of the applicant's county of 
residence shall notify the chief of police, if any, of the applicant's place of residence of the 
application for a concealed firearm permit by the applicant. The chief of police shall submit 
written comments to the division under the guidelines prescribed in this section. Submitted 
comments shall not be considered a public record.  
 
(h) The sheriff of the applicant's county of residence may, at his discretion, submit a written 
report to the division recommending immediate issuance of a concealed firearm permit prior to 
the mandatory fingerprint processing. The written recommendation shall specifically state that 
the sheriff has personal knowledge that the applicant is qualified to be issued a permit.  
 
(j) The sheriff of the applicant's county of residence may, at his discretion, submit a written 
report to the division recommending the issuance of a concealed firearm permit to an applicant 
between eighteen (18) and twenty-one (21) years of age who meets the requirements specified in 
this section. The written recommendation shall specifically state that the sheriff has personal 
knowledge of the applicant's situation or circumstances which warrant the issuance of a 
concealed firearm permit. The division may issue a permit to carry a concealed firearm to those 
individuals between eighteen (18) and twenty-one (21) years of age under circumstances that a 
reasonable, prudent person would believe warrant the issuance of a permit to carry a concealed 
firearm. The decision to issue a concealed firearm permit shall be based on the satisfactory 
completion of the requirements of this section and any voluntary written report offered by the 
sheriff of the county of the applicant's residence which shall clearly state the reasons the 
applicant should be issued a permit. The applicant may submit a written report containing 
relevant facts for consideration by the division.  
 
(k) An applicant shall pay the cost of fingerprinting services for one (1) set of fingerprints and 
shall not be charged for any additional services necessary to obtain a legible set of fingerprints.  
 
(m) The division shall, within sixty (60) days after the date of receipt of the items listed in 
subsection (e) of this section, either:  
 
(i) Issue the permit; or  
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(ii) Deny the application based on the ground that the applicant fails to qualify under the criteria 
listed in this section or upon reasonable grounds for denial specified under subsection (g) of this 
section. If the division denies the application, it shall notify the applicant in writing, stating the 
grounds for denial and informing the applicant of a right to submit, within thirty (30) days, any 
additional documentation relating to the grounds of denial. Upon receiving any additional 
documentation, the division shall reconsider its decision and inform the applicant within twenty 
(20) days of the result of the reconsideration. The applicant shall further be informed of the right 
to seek review of the denial in the district court pursuant to the Wyoming Administrative 
Procedure Act, W.S. 16-3-101 through 16-3-115. No person who is denied a permit under this 
section shall carry a concealed firearm under a permit issued in another state, so long as he 
remains a resident of this state, and he remains ineligible for a permit in this state.  
 
(n) The division shall maintain an automated listing of permit holders and pertinent information, 
and the information shall be available on-line, upon request, at all times to all Wyoming law 
enforcement agencies.  
 
(o) Within thirty (30) days after the changing of a permanent address, or within thirty (30) days 
after the loss or destruction of a permit, the permittee, including any permittee under paragraph 
(a)(iii) of this section, shall so notify the division. Violation of this subsection may result in 
cancellation or revocation of the permit.  
 
(p) In the event that a permit is lost or destroyed, the permit shall be automatically invalid, and 
the person to whom the same was issued may, upon payment of a five dollar ($5.00) fee to the 
division, obtain a duplicate, upon furnishing a notarized statement to the division that the permit 
has been lost or destroyed.  
 
(q) A permit issued under this section shall be revoked by the division:  
 
(i) If the permittee becomes ineligible to be issued a permit under the criteria set forth in this 
section; or  
 
(ii) For any conviction of any offense involving a controlled substance, alcohol abuse while 
carrying a concealed weapon or any crime of violence or a plea of nolo contendere to any of 
these crimes.  
 
(r) Repealed by Laws 1995, ch. 147, § 1.  
 
(s) The permittee may renew his permit on or before the expiration date by filing with the sheriff 
of the applicant's county of residence the renewal form, a notarized affidavit stating that the 
permittee remains qualified pursuant to the criteria specified in this section, and the required 
renewal fee. The permit shall be renewed to a qualified applicant upon receipt of the completed 
renewal application, appropriate payment of fees and the division shall verify that the criminal 
history information available to the division does not indicate that possession of a firearm by the 
applicant would constitute a violation of state or federal law. A permittee who fails to file a 
renewal application on or before its expiration date shall renew his permit by paying a late fee of 
ten dollars ($10.00). No permit shall be renewed six (6) months or more after its expiration date, 
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and the permit shall be deemed to be permanently expired. A person whose permit has 
permanently expired may reapply for a permit pursuant to subsections (b) through (e) of this 
section. 
 
(t) No person authorized to carry a concealed weapon pursuant to paragraphs (a)(ii) through (iv) 
of this section shall carry a concealed firearm into:  
 
(i) Any facility used primarily for law enforcement operations or administration without the 
written consent of the chief administrator;  
 
(ii) Any detention facility, prison or jail;  
 
(iii) Any courtroom, except that nothing in this section shall preclude a judge from carrying a 
concealed weapon or determining who will carry a concealed weapon in the courtroom;  
 
(iv) Any meeting of a governmental entity;  
 
(v) Any meeting of the legislature or a committee thereof;  
 
(vi) Any school, college or professional athletic event not related to firearms;  
 
(vii) Any portion of an establishment licensed to dispense alcoholic liquor and malt beverages 
for consumption on the premises, which portion of the establishment is primarily devoted to that 
purpose; 
 
(viii) Any place where persons are assembled for public worship, without the written consent of 
the chief administrator of that place;  
 
(ix) Any elementary or secondary school facility;  
 
(x) Any college or university facility without the written consent of the security service of the 
college or university; or  
 
(xi) Any place where the carrying of firearms is prohibited by federal law or regulation or state 
law. 
 
(u) All monies collected pursuant to this section shall be deposited in the general fund.  
 
(w) All funds received by the sheriff pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be deposited 
into the general fund of the county.  
 
(y) As used in this section:  
 
(i) "Division" means the division of criminal investigation within the office of the attorney 
general; 
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(ii) "Firearm" means any pistol, revolver or derringer, designed to be fired by the use of a single 
hand.  
 
(z) By March 1 of each year, the division shall submit a statistical report to the governor and to 
the joint judiciary interim committee indicating the number of permits issued, revoked, 
suspended and denied.  
 
(aa) Notwithstanding the provisions of W.S. 1-39-105 through 1-39-112, the attorney general 
and members of the division of criminal investigation are immune from personal liability for 
issuing, for failing to issue and for revoking any concealed firearms permit under this section. A 
sheriff, police chief, employee of a sheriff or police chief's office shall not be personally liable 
for damages in a civil action arising from any information submitted pursuant to subsections (g) 
through (j) of this section. Nothing in this section shall relieve any governmental entity of any 
liability pursuant to W.S. 1-39-101 through 1-39-120 [1-39-101 through 1-39-121].  
 
(bb) No list or other record maintained by the division or other law enforcement agency pursuant 
to this section, which identifies an individual applicant or permittee shall be considered a public 
record. Applications, listings and other records maintained pursuant to this section which identify 
an individual shall be made available to other law enforcement agencies for purposes of 
conducting official business. The statistical report provided pursuant to subsection (z) of this 
section shall be a public record. 
 
Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 6-8-401 (2015)  
Firearm, weapon and ammunition regulation and prohibition by state  
 
(a) The Wyoming legislature finds that the right to keep and bear arms is a fundamental right. 
The Wyoming legislature affirms this right as a constitutionally protected right in every part of 
Wyoming. 
 
(b) Repealed by Laws 2010, ch. 108, § 3.  
 
(c) The sale, transfer, purchase, delivery, taxation, manufacture, ownership, transportation, 
storage, use and possession of firearms, weapons and ammunition shall be authorized, regulated 
and prohibited by the state, and regulation thereof is preempted by the state. Except as authorized 
by W.S. 15-1-103(a)(xviii), no city, town, county, political subdivision or any other entity shall 
authorize, regulate or prohibit the sale, transfer, purchase, delivery, taxation, manufacture, 
ownership, transportation, storage, use, carrying or possession of firearms, weapons, accessories, 
components or ammunition except as specifically provided by this chapter. This section shall not 
affect zoning or other ordinances which encompass firearms businesses along with other 
businesses. Zoning and other ordinances which are designed for the purpose of restricting or 
prohibiting the sale, purchase, transfer or manufacture of firearms or ammunition as a method of 
regulating firearms or ammunition are in conflict with this section and are prohibited. 
 
Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 6-8-404 (2015)  
Regulation by state of firearms, firearms accessories and ammunition manufactured in 
Wyoming; exceptions  

Compendium of State and Federal Laws Affecting the Possession of Firearms at Airports

Copyright National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

http://www.nap.edu/23596


 D-706 

 
(a) A personal firearm, a firearm accessory or ammunition that is manufactured commercially or 
privately in Wyoming and that remains exclusively within the borders of Wyoming is not subject 
to federal law, federal taxation or federal regulation, including registration, under the authority of 
the United States congress to regulate interstate commerce. It is declared by the Wyoming 
legislature that those items have not traveled in interstate commerce. This section applies to a 
firearm, a firearm accessory or ammunition that is manufactured in Wyoming from basic 
materials and that can be manufactured without the inclusion of any significant parts imported 
from another state or foreign country. Generic and insignificant parts that have other 
manufacturing or consumer product applications are not firearms, firearms accessories or 
ammunition, and their importation into Wyoming and incorporation into a firearm, firearm 
accessory or ammunition manufactured in Wyoming does not subject the firearm, firearm 
accessory or ammunition to federal regulation. It is declared by the Wyoming legislature that 
basic industrial materials, such as, but not limited to, polymers, unmachined metal, ferrous or 
nonferrous, bar stock, ingots or forgings and unshaped wood, are not firearms, firearms 
accessories or ammunition and are not subject to congressional authority to regulate firearms, 
firearms accessories and ammunition under interstate commerce as if they were actually 
firearms, firearms accessories or ammunition. The authority of the United States congress to 
regulate interstate commerce in basic materials does not include authority to regulate firearms, 
firearm accessories and ammunition made within Wyoming borders from those materials. 
Firearms accessories that are imported into Wyoming from another state and that are subject to 
federal regulation as being in interstate commerce do not subject a firearm to federal regulation 
under interstate commerce because the firearm accessory is attached to or used in conjunction 
with a firearm in Wyoming.  
 
(b) A firearm manufactured or sold in Wyoming under this act shall have the words, "made in 
Wyoming" clearly stamped, inscribed or otherwise marked on a central part of the firearm, such 
as the receiver or frame.  
 
(c) To possess a firearm covered by this section a person shall:  
 
(i) Not have been convicted of any felony in any state, territory or other jurisdiction of the United 
States;  
 
(ii) Not currently be adjudicated to be legally incompetent; and  
 
(iii) Not have been committed to a mental institution.  
 
(d) To purchase a firearm covered by this section a person shall:  
 
 (i) Be at least:  
 
 (A) Twenty-one (21) years of age if the firearm is a handgun;  
 
 (B) Eighteen (18) years of age if the firearm is a shotgun or rifle.  
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(ii) Not have been convicted of any felony in any state, territory or other jurisdiction of the 
United States;  
 
(iii) Not currently be adjudicated to be legally incompetent; and  
 
(iv) Not have been committed to a mental institution. 
 
Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 6-8-405 (2015)  
Offenses and penalties; defense of Wyoming citizens  
 
(a) No public servant as defined in W.S. 6-5-101, or dealer selling any firearm in this state shall 
enforce or attempt to enforce any act, law, statute, rule or regulation of the United States 
government relating to a personal firearm, firearm accessory or ammunition that is manufactured 
commercially or privately in Wyoming and that remains exclusively within the borders of 
Wyoming. 
 
(b) Any official, agent or employee of the United States government who enforces or attempts to 
enforce any act, order, law, statute, rule or regulation of the United States government upon a 
personal firearm, a firearm accessory or ammunition that is manufactured commercially or 
privately in Wyoming and that remains exclusively within the borders of Wyoming shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be subject to imprisonment for not more 
than one (1) year, a fine of not more than two thousand dollars ($2,000.00), or both. 
 
(c) The attorney general may defend a citizen of Wyoming who is prosecuted by the United 
States government for violation of a federal law relating to the manufacture, sale, transfer or 
possession of a firearm, a firearm accessory or ammunition manufactured and retained 
exclusively within the borders of Wyoming. 
 
Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 6-8-406 (2015)  
Legislative findings and declaration of authority  
 
(a) The legislature declares that the authority for W.S. 6-8-402 through 6-8-406 is the following: 
 
(i) The tenth amendment to the United States constitution guarantees to the states and their 
people all powers not granted to the federal government elsewhere in the constitution and 
reserves to the state and the people of Wyoming certain powers as they were understood at the 
time that Wyoming was admitted to statehood in 1890. The guaranty of those powers is a matter 
of contract between the state and people of Wyoming and the several states comprising the 
United States as of the time the Act of Admission was agreed upon and adopted by Wyoming 
and the several states comprising the United States in 1889;  
 
(ii) The ninth amendment to the United States constitution guarantees to the people rights not 
granted in the constitution and reserves to the people of Wyoming certain rights, as they were 
understood at the time Wyoming was admitted to statehood in 1890. The guaranty of those rights 
is a matter of contract between the state and people of Wyoming and the several states 
comprising the United States as of the time the Act of Admission was agreed upon and adopted 
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by Wyoming and the United States in 1889;  
 
(iii) The regulation of intrastate commerce is vested in the states under the ninth and tenth 
amendments to the United States constitution, particularly if not expressly preempted by federal 
law pursuant to article 1, section 8 of the United States constitution. The United States congress 
has not expressly preempted state regulation of intrastate commerce pertaining to the 
manufacture on an intrastate basis of firearms, firearms accessories and ammunition;  
 
(iv) The second amendment to the United States constitution reserves to the people the right to 
keep and bear arms as that right was understood at the time the original states ratified the bill of 
rights to the United States constitution, and the guaranty of the right is a matter of contract 
between the state and people of Wyoming and the United States as of the time the Act of 
Admission was agreed upon and adopted by Wyoming and the United States in 1889;  
 
(v) Article 1, section 24, of the Wyoming constitution secures the right of citizens the right to 
keep and bear arms and this right shall not be denied. This right predates the United States 
constitution and the Wyoming constitution and is unchanged from the 1890 Wyoming 
constitution, which was approved by congress and the people of Wyoming, and the right exists, 
as it was agreed upon and adopted by Wyoming and the United States in the Act of Admission;  
 
(vi) Article 1, section 1, of the Wyoming constitution provides that all power is inherent in the 
people, and all free governments are founded on their authority, and instituted for their peace, 
safety and happiness; for all the advancement of these ends they have at all times an inalienable 
and indefeasible right to alter, reform or abolish the government in such manner as they may 
think proper;  
 
(vii) Article 1, section 7, of the Wyoming constitution provides that absolute, arbitrary power 
over the lives, liberty and property of freemen exists nowhere in a republic, not even in the 
largest majority;  
 
(viii) Article 1, sections 1 and 7, of the Wyoming constitution clearly provide that the people of 
the state have the sole and exclusive right of governing themselves as a free, sovereign and 
independent state, and do so and forever hereafter shall exercise and enjoy every power, 
jurisdiction and right, pertaining thereto, which is not, or may not hereafter be, by them expressly 
delegated to the United States of America;  
 
 (ix) The declaration of independence clearly provides that government derives its power directly 
from the consent of the governed and Wyoming affirms the language of the second paragraph of 
the declaration of independence which states "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by the Creator with certain inalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed....” 
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UNITED STATES CODE 
 
18 U.S.C. § 922(p) (2015) 
Unlawful acts 
 
*** 
(p)  
  
(1)  It shall be unlawful for any person to manufacture, import, sell, ship, deliver, possess, 
transfer, or receive any firearm—  
(A)   that, after removal of grips, stocks, and magazines, is not as detectable as the Security 
Exemplar, by walk-through metal detectors calibrated and operated to detect the Security 
Exemplar; or  
 
(B)   any major component of which, when subjected to inspection by the types of x-ray 
machines commonly used at airports, does not generate an image that accurately depicts the 
shape of the component. Barium sulfate or other compounds may be used in the fabrication of 
the component.  
 
(2)  For purposes of this subsection—  
 
(A)   the term “firearm” does not include the frame or receiver of any such weapon;  
 
(B)   the term “major component” means, with respect to a firearm, the barrel, the slide or 
cylinder, or the frame or receiver of the firearm; and  
 
(C)  the term “Security Exemplar” means an object, to be fabricated at the direction of the 
Attorney General, that is—  
(i)   constructed of, during the 12-month period beginning on the date of the enactment of this 
subsection, 3.7 ounces of material type 17–4 PH stainless steel in a shape resembling a handgun; 
and  
 
(ii)   suitable for testing and calibrating metal detectors:  
 
Provided, however,  
 
That at the close of such 12-month period, and at appropriate times thereafter the Attorney 
General shall promulgate regulations to permit the manufacture, importation, sale, shipment, 
delivery, possession, transfer, or receipt of firearms previously prohibited under this 
subparagraph that are as detectable as a “Security Exemplar” which contains 3.7 ounces of 
material type 17–4 PH stainless steel, in a shape resembling a handgun, or such lesser amount as 
is detectable in view of advances in state-of-the-art developments in weapons detection 
technology. 
 
(3)   Under such rules and regulations as the Attorney General shall prescribe, this subsection 
shall not apply to the manufacture, possession, transfer, receipt, shipment, or delivery of a 
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firearm by a licensed manufacturer or any person acting pursuant to a contract with a licensed 
manufacturer, for the purpose of examining and testing such firearm to determine whether 
paragraph (1) applies to such firearm. The Attorney General shall ensure that rules and 
regulations adopted pursuant to this paragraph do not impair the manufacture of prototype 
firearms or the development of new technology.  
 
(4)   The Attorney General shall permit the conditional importation of a firearm by a licensed 
importer or licensed manufacturer, for examination and testing to determine whether or not the 
unconditional importation of such firearm would violate this subsection.  
 
(5)  This subsection shall not apply to any firearm which—  
 
(A)   has been certified by the Secretary of Defense or the Director of Central Intelligence, after 
consultation with the Attorney General and the Administrator of the Federal Aviation 
Administration, as necessary for military or intelligence applications; and  
 
(B)   is manufactured for and sold exclusively to military or intelligence agencies of the United 
States.  
 
(6)   This subsection shall not apply with respect to any firearm manufactured in, imported into, 
or possessed in the United States before the date of the enactment of the Undetectable Firearms 
Act of 1988.  
 
*** 
 
18 U.S.C. § 926A (2015) 
Interstate transportation of firearms 
 
Notwithstanding any other provision of any law or any rule or regulation of a State or any 
political subdivision thereof, any person who is not otherwise prohibited by this chapter from 
transporting, shipping, or receiving a firearm shall be entitled to transport a firearm for any 
lawful purpose from any place where he may lawfully possess and carry such firearm to any 
other place where he may lawfully possess and carry such firearm if, during such transportation 
the firearm is unloaded, and neither the firearm nor any ammunition being transported is readily 
accessible or is directly accessible from the passenger compartment of such transporting vehicle:  
 
Provided, That in the case of a vehicle without a compartment separate from the driver’s 
compartment the firearm or ammunition shall be contained in a locked container other than the 
glove compartment or console. 
 
49 U.S.C. § 44701 (2015) 
General requirements 
  
(a)  Promoting Safety.—  The Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration shall 
promote safe flight of civil aircraft in air commerce by prescribing—   
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 (1) minimum standards required in the interest of safety for appliances and for the design, 
material, construction, quality of work, and performance of aircraft, aircraft engines, and 
propellers;   
 
 (2) regulations and minimum standards in the interest of safety for—   
 
 (A) inspecting, servicing, and overhauling aircraft, aircraft engines, propellers, and appliances;   
 
 (B) equipment and facilities for, and the timing and manner of, the inspecting, servicing, and 
overhauling; and   
 
 (C) a qualified private person, instead of an officer or employee of the Administration, to 
examine and report on the inspecting, servicing, and overhauling;   
 
 (3) regulations required in the interest of safety for the reserve supply of aircraft, aircraft 
engines, propellers, appliances, and aircraft fuel and oil, including the reserve supply of fuel and 
oil carried in flight;   
 
 (4) regulations in the interest of safety for the maximum hours or periods of service of airmen 
and other employees of air carriers; and   
 
 (5) regulations and minimum standards for other practices, methods, and procedure the 
Administrator finds necessary for safety in air commerce and national security.   
 
 (b)  Prescribing Minimum Safety Standards.—  The Administrator may prescribe minimum 
safety standards for—   
 
 (1) an air carrier to whom a certificate is issued under section 44705 of this title; and   
 
 (2) operating an airport serving any passenger operation of air carrier aircraft designed for at 
least 31 passenger seats.   
 
 (c)  Reducing and Eliminating Accidents.—  The Administrator shall carry out this chapter in a 
way that best tends to reduce or eliminate the possibility or recurrence of accidents in air 
transportation. However, the Administrator is not required to give preference either to air 
transportation or to other air commerce in carrying out this chapter.   
 
 (d)  Considerations and Classification of Regulations and Standards.—  When prescribing a 
regulation or standard under subsection (a) or (b) of this section or any of sections 44702–44716 
of this title, the Administrator shall—   
 
 (1) consider—   
 
 (A) the duty of an air carrier to provide service with the highest possible degree of safety in the 
public interest; and   
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 (B) differences between air transportation and other air commerce; and   
 
 (2) classify a regulation or standard appropriate to the differences between air transportation and 
other air commerce.   
 
 (e)  Bilateral Exchanges of Safety Oversight Responsibilities.—    
 
 (1)  In general.—  Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter, the Administrator, pursuant to 
Article 83 bis of the Convention on International Civil Aviation and by a bilateral agreement 
with the aeronautical authorities of another country, may exchange with that country all or part 
of their respective functions and duties with respect to registered aircraft under the following 
articles of the Convention: Article 12 (Rules of the Air); Article 31 (Certificates of 
Airworthiness); or Article 32a (Licenses of Personnel).   
 
 (2)  Relinquishment and acceptance of responsibility.—  The Administrator relinquishes 
responsibility with respect to the functions and duties transferred by the Administrator as 
specified in the bilateral agreement, under the Articles listed in paragraph (1) for United States-
registered aircraft described in paragraph (4)(A) transferred abroad and accepts responsibility 
with respect to the functions and duties under those Articles for aircraft registered abroad and 
described in paragraph (4)(B) that are transferred to the United States.   
 
 (3)  Conditions.—  The Administrator may predicate, in the agreement, the transfer of functions 
and duties under this subsection on any conditions the Administrator deems necessary and 
prudent, except that the Administrator may not transfer responsibilities for United States 
registered aircraft described in paragraph (4)(A) to a country that the Administrator determines is 
not in compliance with its obligations under international law for the safety oversight of civil 
aviation.   
 
 (4)  Registered aircraft defined.—  In this subsection, the term “registered aircraft” means—   
 
 (A) aircraft registered in the United States and operated pursuant to an agreement for the lease, 
charter, or interchange of the aircraft or any similar arrangement by an operator that has its 
principal place of business or, if it has no such place of business, its permanent residence in 
another country; and   
 
 (B) aircraft registered in a foreign country and operated under an agreement for the lease, 
charter, or interchange of the aircraft or any similar arrangement by an operator that has its 
principal place of business or, if it has no such place of business, its permanent residence in the 
United States.   
 
 (f)  Exemptions.—  The Administrator may grant an exemption from a requirement of a 
regulation prescribed under subsection (a) or (b) of this section or any of sections 44702–44716 
of this title if the Administrator finds the exemption is in the public interest. 
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49 U.S.C. § 44921 (2015) 
Federal flight deck officer program 
 
(a) Establishment.-The Under Secretary of Transportation for Security shall establish a program 
to deputize volunteer pilots of air carriers providing air transportation or intrastate air 
transportation as Federal law enforcement officers to defend the flight decks of aircraft of such 
air carriers against acts of criminal violence or air piracy. Such officers shall be known as 
"Federal flight deck officers". 
 
(b) Procedural Requirements.-  
 
(1) In general.-Not later than 3 months after the date of enactment of this section, the Under 
Secretary shall establish procedural requirements to carry out the program under this section. 
 
(2) Commencement of program.-Beginning 3 months after the date of enactment of this section, 
the Under Secretary shall begin the process of training and deputizing pilots who are qualified to 
be Federal flight deck officers as Federal flight deck officers under the program. 
 
(3) Issues to be addressed.-The procedural requirements established under paragraph (1) shall 
address the following issues: 
 
(A) The type of firearm to be used by a Federal flight deck officer. 
 
(B) The type of ammunition to be used by a Federal flight deck officer. 
 
(C) The standards and training needed to qualify and requalify as a Federal flight deck officer. 
 
(D) The placement of the firearm of a Federal flight deck officer on board the aircraft to ensure 
both its security and its ease of retrieval in an emergency. 
 
(E) An analysis of the risk of catastrophic failure of an aircraft as a result of the discharge 
(including an accidental discharge) of a firearm to be used in the program into the avionics, 
electrical systems, or other sensitive areas of the aircraft. 
 
(F) The division of responsibility between pilots in the event of an act of criminal violence or air 
piracy if only 1 pilot is a Federal flight deck officer and if both pilots are Federal flight deck 
officers. 
 
(G) Procedures for ensuring that the firearm of a Federal flight deck officer does not leave the 
cockpit if there is a disturbance in the passenger cabin of the aircraft or if the pilot leaves the 
cockpit for personal reasons. 
 
(H) Interaction between a Federal flight deck officer and a Federal air marshal on board the 
aircraft. 
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(I) The process for selection of pilots to participate in the program based on their fitness to 
participate in the program, including whether an additional background check should be required 
beyond that required by section 44936(a)(1). 
 
(J) Storage and transportation of firearms between flights, including international flights, to 
ensure the security of the firearms, focusing particularly on whether such security would be 
enhanced by requiring storage of the firearm at the airport when the pilot leaves the airport to 
remain overnight away from the pilot's base airport. 
 
(K) Methods for ensuring that security personnel will be able to identify whether a pilot is 
authorized to carry a firearm under the program. 
 
(L) Methods for ensuring that pilots (including Federal flight deck officers) will be able to 
identify whether a passenger is a law enforcement officer who is authorized to carry a firearm 
aboard the aircraft. 
 
(M) Any other issues that the Under Secretary considers necessary. 
 
(N) The Under Secretary's decisions regarding the methods for implementing each of the 
foregoing procedural requirements shall be subject to review only for abuse of discretion. 
 
(4) Preference.-In selecting pilots to participate in the program, the Under Secretary shall give 
preference to pilots who are former military or law enforcement personnel. 
 
(5) Classified information.-Notwithstanding section 552 of title 5 but subject to section 40119 of 
this title, information developed under paragraph (3)(E) shall not be disclosed. 
 
(6) Notice to congress.-The Under Secretary shall provide notice to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate after completing the analysis required by 
paragraph (3)(E). 
 
(7) Minimization of risk.-If the Under Secretary determines as a result of the analysis under 
paragraph (3)(E) that there is a significant risk of the catastrophic failure of an aircraft as a result 
of the discharge of a firearm, the Under Secretary shall take such actions as may be necessary to 
minimize that risk. 
 
(c) Training, Supervision, and Equipment.-  
 
(1) In general.-The Under Secretary shall only be obligated to provide the training, supervision, 
and equipment necessary for a pilot to be a Federal flight deck officer under this section at no 
expense to the pilot or the air carrier employing the pilot. 
 
(2) Training.-  
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(A) In general.-The Under Secretary shall base the requirements for the training of Federal flight 
deck officers under subsection (b) on the training standards applicable to Federal air marshals; 
except that the Under Secretary shall take into account the differing roles and responsibilities of 
Federal flight deck officers and Federal air marshals. 
 
(B) Elements.-The training of a Federal flight deck officer shall include, at a minimum, the 
following elements: 
 
(i) Training to ensure that the officer achieves the level of proficiency with a firearm required 
under subparagraph (C)(i). 
 
(ii) Training to ensure that the officer maintains exclusive control over the officer's firearm at all 
times, including training in defensive maneuvers. 
 
(iii) Training to assist the officer in determining when it is appropriate to use the officer's firearm 
and when it is appropriate to use less than lethal force. 
 
(C) Training in use of firearms.-  
 
(i) Standard.-In order to be deputized as a Federal flight deck officer, a pilot must achieve a level 
of proficiency with a firearm that is required by the Under Secretary. Such level shall be 
comparable to the level of proficiency required of Federal air marshals. 
 
(ii) Conduct of training.-The training of a Federal flight deck officer in the use of a firearm may 
be conducted by the Under Secretary or by a firearms training facility approved by the Under 
Secretary. 
 
(iii) Requalification.-The Under Secretary shall require a Federal flight deck officer to requalify 
to carry a firearm under the program. Such requalification shall occur at an interval required by 
the Under Secretary. 
 
(d) Deputization.-  
 
(1) In general.-The Under Secretary may deputize, as a Federal flight deck officer under this 
section, a pilot who submits to the Under Secretary a request to be such an officer and whom the 
Under Secretary determines is qualified to be such an officer. 
 
(2) Qualification.-A pilot is qualified to be a Federal flight deck officer under this section if- 
 
(A) the pilot is employed by an air carrier; 
 
(B) the Under Secretary determines (in the Under Secretary's discretion) that the pilot meets the 
standards established by the Under Secretary for being such an officer; and 
 
(C) the Under Secretary determines that the pilot has completed the training required by the 
Under Secretary. 
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(3) Deputization by other federal agencies.-The Under Secretary may request another Federal 
agency to deputize, as Federal flight deck officers under this section, those pilots that the Under 
Secretary determines are qualified to be such officers. 
 
(4) Revocation.-The Under Secretary may,1 (in the Under Secretary's discretion) revoke the 
deputization of a pilot as a Federal flight deck officer if the Under Secretary finds that the pilot is 
no longer qualified to be such an officer. 
 
(e) Compensation.-Pilots participating in the program under this section shall not be eligible for 
compensation from the Federal Government for services provided as a Federal flight deck 
officer. The Federal Government and air carriers shall not be obligated to compensate a pilot for 
participating in the program or for the pilot's training or qualification and requalification to carry 
firearms under the program. 
 
(f) Authority To Carry Firearms.-  
 
(1) In general.-The Under Secretary shall authorize a Federal flight deck officer to carry a 
firearm while engaged in providing air transportation or intrastate air transportation. 
Notwithstanding subsection (c)(1), the officer may purchase a firearm and carry that firearm 
aboard an aircraft of which the officer is the pilot in accordance with this section if the firearm is 
of a type that may be used under the program. 
 
(2) Preemption.-Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal or State law, a Federal flight 
deck officer, whenever necessary to participate in the program, may carry a firearm in any State 
and from 1 State to another State. 
 
(3) Carrying firearms outside united states.-In consultation with the Secretary of State, the Under 
Secretary may take such action as may be necessary to ensure that a Federal flight deck officer 
may carry a firearm in a foreign country whenever necessary to participate in the program. 
 
(g) Authority To Use Force.-Notwithstanding section 44903(d), the Under Secretary shall 
prescribe the standards and circumstances under which a Federal flight deck officer may use, 
while the program under this section is in effect, force (including lethal force) against an 
individual in the defense of the flight deck of an aircraft in air transportation or intrastate air 
transportation. 
 
(h) Limitation on Liability.-  
 
(1) Liability of air carriers.-An air carrier shall not be liable for damages in any action brought in 
a Federal or State court arising out of a Federal flight deck officer's use of or failure to use a 
firearm. 
 
(2) Liability of federal flight deck officers.-A Federal flight deck officer shall not be liable for 
damages in any action brought in a Federal or State court arising out of the acts or omissions of 
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the officer in defending the flight deck of an aircraft against acts of criminal violence or air 
piracy unless the officer is guilty of gross negligence or willful misconduct. 
 
(3) Liability of federal government.-For purposes of an action against the United States with 
respect to an act or omission of a Federal flight deck officer in defending the flight deck of an 
aircraft, the officer shall be treated as an employee of the Federal Government under chapter 171 
of title 28, relating to tort claims procedure. 
 
(i) Procedures Following Accidental Discharges.-If an accidental discharge of a firearm under 
the pilot program results in the injury or death of a passenger or crew member on an aircraft, the 
Under Secretary- 
 
(1) shall revoke the deputization of the Federal flight deck officer responsible for that firearm if 
the Under Secretary determines that the discharge was attributable to the negligence of the 
officer; and 
 
(2) if the Under Secretary determines that a shortcoming in standards, training, or procedures 
was responsible for the accidental discharge, the Under Secretary 2 may temporarily suspend the 
program until the shortcoming is corrected. 
 
(j) Limitation on Authority of Air Carriers.-No air carrier shall prohibit or threaten any 
retaliatory action against a pilot employed by the air carrier from becoming a Federal flight deck 
officer under this section. No air carrier shall- 
 
(1) prohibit a Federal flight deck officer from piloting an aircraft operated by the air carrier; or 
 
(2) terminate the employment of a Federal flight deck officer, solely on the basis of his or her 
volunteering for or participating in the program under this section. 
 
(k) Applicability.-  
 
(1) Exemption.-This section shall not apply to air carriers operating under part 135 of title 14, 
Code of Federal Regulations, and to pilots employed by such carriers to the extent that such 
carriers and pilots are covered by section 135.119 of such title or any successor to such section. 
 
(2) Pilot defined.-The term "pilot" means an individual who has final authority and responsibility 
for the operation and safety of the flight or any other flight deck crew member. 
 
(3) All-cargo air transportation.-In this section, the term "air transportation" includes all-cargo air 
transportation. 
 
49 U.S.C. § 46403 (2015) 
Carrying a Weapon 
 
(a)  Civil penalty. An individual who, when on, or attempting to board, an aircraft in, or intended 
for operation in, air transportation or intrastate air transportation, has on or about the individual 
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or the property of the individual a concealed dangerous weapon that is or would be accessible to 
the individual in flight is liable to the United States Government for a civil penalty of not more 
than $ 10,000 for each violation. 
 
(b)  Compromise and setoff. 
 
(1)  The Secretary of Homeland Security may compromise the amount of a civil penalty imposed 
under subsection (a) of this section. 
 
(2)  The Government may deduct the amount of a civil penalty imposed or compromised under 
this section from amounts it owes the individual liable for the penalty. 
 
(c)  Nonapplication. This section does not apply to-- 
 
(1)  a law enforcement officer of a State or political subdivision of a State, or an officer or 
employee of the Government, authorized to carry arms in an official capacity; or 
 
(2)  another individual the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration or the Secretary 
of Homeland Security by regulation authorizes to carry arms in an official capacity. 
 
49 U.S.C. § 46505 (2015) 
Carrying a weapon or explosive on an aircraft 
  
 (a)  Definition.—  In this section, “loaded firearm” means a starter gun or a weapon designed or 
converted to expel a projectile through an explosive, that has a cartridge, a detonator, or powder 
in the chamber, magazine, cylinder, or clip.   
 
 (b)  General Criminal Penalty.—  An individual shall be fined under title 18, imprisoned for not 
more than 10 years, or both, if the individual—   
 
 (1) when on, or attempting to get on, an aircraft in, or intended for operation in, air 
transportation or intrastate air transportation, has on or about the individual or the property of the 
individual a concealed dangerous weapon that is or would be accessible to the individual in 
flight;   
 
 (2) has placed, attempted to place, or attempted to have placed a loaded firearm on that aircraft 
in property not accessible to passengers in flight; or   
 
 (3) has on or about the individual, or has placed, attempted to place, or attempted to have placed 
on that aircraft, an explosive or incendiary device.   
 
 (c)  Criminal Penalty Involving Disregard for Human Life.—  An individual who willfully and 
without regard for the safety of human life, or with reckless disregard for the safety of human 
life, violates subsection (b) of this section, shall be fined under title 18, imprisoned for not more 
than 20 years, or both, and, if death results to any person, shall be imprisoned for any term of 
years or for life.   
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 (d)  Nonapplication.—  Subsection (b)(1) of this section does not apply to—   
 
 (1) a law enforcement officer of a State or political subdivision of a State, or an officer or 
employee of the United States Government, authorized to carry arms in an official capacity;   
 
 (2) another individual the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration or the Under 
Secretary of Transportation for Security by regulation authorizes to carry a dangerous weapon in 
air transportation or intrastate air transportation; or   
 
 (3) an individual transporting a weapon (except a loaded firearm) in baggage not accessible to a 
passenger in flight if the air carrier was informed of the presence of the weapon.   
 
 (e)  Conspiracy.—  If two or more persons conspire to violate subsection (b) or (c), and one or 
more of such persons do any act to effect the object of the conspiracy, each of the parties to such 
conspiracy shall be punished as provided in such subsection. 
 
CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS 
 
49 C.F.R. § 1503.401 (2015) 
Maximum penalty amounts 
 
(a) General. TSA may assess civil penalties not exceeding the following amounts against a 
person for the violation of a TSA requirement. 
 
(b) In General. Except as provided in paragraph (c) of this section, in the case of violation of title 
49 U.S.C. or 46 U.S.C. chapter 701, or a regulation prescribed or order issued under any of those 
provisions, TSA may impose a civil penalty in the following amounts: 
 
(1) $10,000 per violation, up to a total of $50,000 per civil penalty action, in the case of an 
individual or small business concern, as defined in section 3 of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 632); and 
 
(2) $10,000 per violation, up to a total of $400,000 per civil penalty action, in the case of any 
other person. 
 
(c) Certain aviation related violations. In the case of a violation of 49 U.S.C. chapter 449 (except 
sections 44902, 44903(d), 44907(a)-(d)(1)(A), 44907(d)(1)(C)-(f), 44908, and 44909), or 49 
U.S.C. 46302 or 46303, or a regulation prescribed or order issued under any of those provisions, 
TSA may impose a civil penalty in the following amounts: 
 
(1) $10,000 per violation, up to a total of $50,000 per civil penalty action, in the case of an 
individual (except an airman serving as an airman), any person not operating an aircraft for the 
transportation of passengers or property for compensation, or a small business concern, as 
defined in section 3 of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632). 
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(2) $25,000 per violation, up to a total of $400,000 per civil penalty action, in the case of a 
person operating an aircraft for the transportation of passengers or property for compensation 
(except an individual serving as an airman). 
 
(d) Inflation adjustment. TSA may adjust the maximum civil penalty amounts in conformity with 
the Federal Civil Penalties Inflation Adjustment Act of 1990, 28 U.S.C. 2461 (note). Minimum 
and maximum civil penalties within the jurisdiction of TSA are adjusted for inflation as follows:  
 
[Omitted]. 
 
49 C.F.R. § 1503.413 (2015) 
Notice of Proposed Civil Penalty 
 
(a) Issuance. TSA may initiate a civil penalty action under this section by serving a Notice of 
Proposed Civil Penalty on the person charged with a violation of a TSA requirement. TSA will 
serve the Notice of Proposed Civil Penalty on the individual charged with a violation or on the 
president of the corporation or company charged with a violation, or other representative or 
employee previously identified in writing to TSA as designated to receive such service. A 
corporation or company may designate in writing to TSA another person to receive service of 
any subsequent documents in that civil penalty action. 
 
(b) Contents. The Notice of Proposed Civil Penalty contains a statement of the facts alleged, the 
statute, regulation, or order allegedly violated, the amount of the proposed civil penalty, and a 
certificate of service. 
 
(c) Response. Not later than 30 days after receipt of the Notice of Proposed Civil Penalty, the 
person charged with a violation may take one, and only one, of the following options. 
 
(1) Submit a certified check or money order in the amount of the proposed civil penalty made 
payable to Transportation Security Administration, at the address specified in the Notice of 
Proposed Civil Penalty, or make payment electronically through http://www.pay.gov. 
 
(2) Submit to the agency attorney who issued the Notice of Proposed Civil Penalty one of the 
following: 
 
(i) A written request that TSA issue an Order Assessing Civil Penalty in the amount stated in the 
Notice of Proposed Civil Penalty without further notice, in which case the person waives the 
right to request a Formal Hearing, and payment is due within 30 days of receipt of the Order. 
 
(ii) Written information and other evidence, including documents and witness statements, 
demonstrating that a violation of the regulations did not occur as alleged, or that the proposed 
penalty is not warranted by the circumstances. 
 
(iii) A written request to reduce the proposed civil penalty, the amount of requested reduction, 
together with any documents supporting a reduction of the proposed civil penalty, which reflect a 
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current financial inability to pay or records showing that payment of the proposed civil penalty 
would prevent the person from continuing in business. 
 
(iv) A written request for an Informal Conference, at a date to be determined by the agency 
attorney, to discuss the matter with the agency attorney and to submit supporting evidence and 
information to the agency attorney before the date of the Informal Conference. 
 
(3) Submit to the agency attorney and to TSA's Enforcement Docket Clerk a written request for a 
Formal Hearing before an ALJ in accordance with subpart G of this part. TSA's Enforcement 
Docket Clerk is currently located at the United States Coast Guard (USCG) ALJ Docketing 
Center, 40 S. Gay Street, Room 412, Baltimore, Maryland 21202-4022.  
 
49 C.F.R. § 1503.417 (2015) 
Final Notice of Proposed Civil Penalty and Order 
 
(a) Issuance. TSA may issue a Final Notice of Proposed Civil Penalty and Order (“Final Notice 
and Order”) to a person charged with a violation in the following circumstances: 
 
(1) The person has failed to respond to a Notice of Proposed Civil Penalty within 30 days after 
receipt of that notice. 
 
(2) The person requested an Informal Conference under § 1503.413(c)(2), but failed to attend the 
conference or continuation of the conference or provide the agency attorney with a written 
request showing good cause for rescheduling of the informal conference to a specified alternate 
date. 
 
(3) The parties have participated in an Informal Conference or other informal proceedings as 
provided in § 1503.413(c)(2) and the parties have not agreed to compromise the action or the 
agency attorney has not agreed to withdraw the notice of proposed civil penalty. 
 
(b) Contents. The Final Notice and Order will contain a statement of the facts alleged, the law 
allegedly violated by the respondent, and the amount of the proposed civil penalty. The Final 
Notice and Order may reflect a modified allegation or proposed civil penalty as a result of 
information submitted to the agency attorney during the informal proceedings held under  
§ 1503.413(c)(2). 
 
49 C.F.R. § 1503.419 (2015) 
Order Assessing Civil Penalty 
 
(a) Issuance pursuant to a settlement. TSA will issue an Order Assessing Civil Penalty if the 
parties have participated in an Informal Conference or other informal proceedings as provided in 
§ 1503.413(c)(2) and agreed to a civil penalty amount in compromise of the matter, in which 
case the person waives the right to request a formal hearing, and payment is due within 30 days 
of receipt of the Order. 
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(b) Automatic issuance. A Final Notice and Order automatically converts to an Order Assessing 
Civil Penalty if— 
 
(1) The person charged with a violation submits a certified check or money order in the amount 
reflected in the Final Notice and Order to Transportation Security Administration, to the address 
specified in the Final Notice and Order, or makes such payment electronically through 
http://www.pay.gov; or 
 
(2) The person fails to respond to the Final Notice and Order or request a formal hearing within 
15 days after receipt of that notice. 
 
49 C.F.R. § 1503.421 (2015) 
Streamlined civil penalty procedures for certain security violations 
 
(a) Notice of violation. TSA, at the agency's discretion, may initiate a civil penalty action 
through issuance of a Notice of Violation for violations described in the section and as otherwise 
provided by the Administrator. TSA may serve a Notice of Violation on an individual who 
violates a TSA requirement by presenting a weapon, explosive, or incendiary for screening at an 
airport or in checked baggage, where the amount of the proposed civil penalty is less than 
$5,000. 
 
(b) Contents. A Notice of Violation contains a statement of the charges, the amount of the 
proposed civil penalty, and an offer to settle the matter for a lesser specified penalty amount. 
 
(c) Response. Not later than 30 days after receipt of the Notice of Violation, the individual 
charged with a violation must respond to TSA by taking one, and only one, of the following 
options. 
 
(1) Submit a certified check or money order for the lesser specified penalty amount in the Notice 
of Violation, made payable to Transportation Security Administration and sent to the address 
specified in the Notice of Violation, or make such payment electronically through 
http://www.pay.gov. 
 
(2) Submit to the office identified in the Notice of Violation one of the following: 
 
(i) Written information and other evidence, including documents and witness statements, 
demonstrating that a violation of the regulations did not occur as alleged, or that the proposed 
penalty is not warranted by the circumstances. 
 
(ii) A written request to reduce the proposed civil penalty, the amount of requested reduction, 
together with any documents supporting a reduction of the proposed civil penalty, which reflect a 
current financial inability to pay or records showing that payment of the proposed civil penalty 
would prevent the person from continuing in business. 
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(iii) A written request for an Informal Conference, at a date to be determined by an agency 
official, to discuss the matter with the agency official and to submit supporting evidence and 
information to the agency official before the date of the Informal Conference. 
 
(3) Submit to the office identified in the Notice of Violation and to TSA's Enforcement Docket 
Clerk a written request for a formal hearing before an ALJ in accordance with subpart G. A 
request for a formal hearing before an ALJ must be submitted to the address provided in § 
1503.413(c)(3). 
 
(d) Final Notice of Violation and Civil Penalty Assessment Order. TSA may issue a Final Notice 
of Violation and Civil Penalty Assessment Order (“Final Notice and Order”) to the recipient of a 
Notice of Violation in the following circumstances: 
 
(1) The individual has failed to respond to a Notice of Violation within 30 days after receipt of 
that notice. 
 
(2) The individual requested an Informal Conference under §1503.421(c)(2)(iii) but failed to 
attend the conference or continuation of the conference or provide the agency official with a 
written request showing good cause for rescheduling the informal conference to a specified 
alternate date. 
 
(3) The parties have participated in an Informal Conference or other informal proceedings as 
provided in § 1503.421(c)(2) and the parties have not agreed to compromise the action or the 
agency official has not agreed to withdraw the Notice of Violation. 
 
(e) Order Assessing Civil Penalty. A Final Notice and Order automatically converts to an Order 
Assessing Civil Penalty if— 
 
(1) The individual charged with a violation submits a certified check or money order in the 
amount reflected in the Final Notice and Order to Transportation Security Administration at the 
address specified in the Final Notice and Order, or makes such payment electronically through 
http://www.pay.gov; or 
 
(2) The individual fails to respond to the Final Notice and Order or request a formal hearing 
within 15 days after receipt of that notice. 
 
(f) Delegation of authority. The authority of the Administrator, under 49 U.S.C. 46301, to 
initiate, negotiate, and settle civil penalty actions under this section is delegated to the Assistant 
Administrator for Security Operations. This authority may be further delegated. 
 
49 C.F.R. § 1540.111 (2015) 
Carriage of weapons, explosives, and incendiaries by individuals  

 
(a) On an individual's person or accessible property—prohibitions.   Except as provided in 
paragraph (b) of this section, an individual may not have a weapon, explosive, or incendiary, on 
or about the individual's person or accessible property—  
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(1)  When performance has begun of the inspection of the individual's person or accessible 
property before entering a sterile area, or before boarding an aircraft for which screening is 
conducted under this subchapter;  
 
(2)  When the individual is entering or in a sterile area; or  
 
(3)  When the individual is attempting to board or onboard an aircraft for which screening is 
conducted under §§ 1544.201, 1546.201, or 1562.23 of this chapter.  
 
(b) On an individual's person or accessible property—permitted carriage of a weapon.   
Paragraph (a) of this section does not apply as to carriage of firearms and other weapons if the 
individual is one of the following:  
 
(1)  Law enforcement personnel required to carry a firearm or other weapons while in the 
performance of law enforcement duty at the airport.  
 
(2)  An individual authorized to carry a weapon in accordance with §§ 1544.219, 1544.221, 
1544.223, 1546.211, or subpart B of part 1562 of this chapter.  
 
(3)  An individual authorized to carry a weapon in a sterile area under a security program.  
 
(c) In checked baggage.   A passenger may not transport or offer for transport in checked 
baggage or in baggage carried in an inaccessible cargo hold under § 1562.23 of this chapter:  
 
(1)  Any loaded firearm(s).  
 
(2)  Any unloaded firearm(s) unless—  
 
(i)  The passenger declares to the aircraft operator, either orally or in writing, before checking the 
baggage, that the passenger has a firearm in his or her bag and that it is unloaded;  
 
(ii)  The firearm is unloaded;  
 
(iii)  The firearm is carried in a hard-sided container; and  
 
(iv)  The container in which it is carried is locked, and only the passenger retains the key or 
combination.  
 
(3)  Any unauthorized explosive or incendiary.  
 
(d) Ammunition.   This section does not prohibit the carriage of ammunition in checked baggage 
or in the same container as a firearm. Title 49 CFR part 175 provides additional requirements 
governing carriage of ammunition on aircraft. 
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